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Susquehanna    Company 

CLAIMING  LANDS  IN  WYOMING. 
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1— Vol.  XVTTT  (i) 


[Amkrica— Connecticut.  July  27,  17o3— 

Several  hundred  people  of  this  Colony  have  agreed  to  pur- 
chase a  large  tract  of  Land  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  of  the 
Susquehanna,  about  300  leagues  to  the  Westward,  lying  within 
the  bounds  of  their  Charter,  to  settle  upon  it.  Expecting  that 
it  will  be  in  a  short  time  a  distinct  Goverument.— London 
Magaziut  for  1753.] 
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4  MINUTES  OF  THE  SUSQUEHANNA  COMPANY 

miles  ODH  way,  and  ID  tli*'  other,  and  the  money  h\-  them  Ex- 
pended not  to  Exceed  lOOUi:  lawful  money  And  in  order  for  the 
true  performance  of  the  above  written,  we  have  hereunto  set 
and  atfixed  our  names,  Evcluding  all  right  or  j)retenee  f)f  right 
to  any  benetir  or  ])rivilege  to  any  thing  that  may  l»e  ol)tained 
or  procureil,  if  we  fail  or  omit  to  i»ay  the  2  dls  to  Said  T'oinmit- 
tee,  before  their  setting  out  as  aforesa.id,  but  the  Same  to  be 
void  as  to  us.  as  if  our  names  were  not  Subscribed. 

Sul)scribers     A 
John  Abbe  2  dls  pd  the  Joiirueying  Committee 
lCpa})hras  Andrews 

William  Andrews  "  dls  pd  the  .Jour'-'  (Jomnuttee 
Noah  Adams 
I'eter  Aver 

B 
Nathan   Booth    i)d  6.10   to  S.  Gray — Sold  to  Amos   Morris   and 

(Jertif''  given 
Elislia  Booth 

Moses  liennett  his  2  dls  pd  to  S.  Gray 
Ebenezer  Bobbins 

John  hacher  2  <lls  ])il  the  Jour"  Committee 
Nathaniel  liingham 
Jose])h  Hiackman 
Jal>e/.  Brown 

Noah  Briggs— his  2  dls.  jxi  to  S.  Gray 
James  Bruister 

Calel)  Bates— his  ;5  dls.  pd  to  Capt.  J.   Pitch 
Jon""   Baker — pd  2  tils  to  S.  Gray— Sold  to   Ed.    Sumner    Junr 

Cert  given 
Jeremiah  Backner — pd  2  dls.  to  Capt.  J.  Fitch  ^ 
Ezra  Belding  2  dls  f)aid  to  Jonrris  Committee 
Wm.  Buck  2  dls  pd  to  Journ"*  Committee 

Ishifl  Barnuni        ''       "  "  " 

Gideon  Bingham  "'       "  "  " 

C 
William  Churcli 
Josiah  Curtis 

Rob'  f^rary  Jun"^  2  dl.s.  pd  J.  Gray  Cert,  given 
(ieo.  Orary — I  dol  jid  to  S.  Gray,  half  share— whole  afterwards — 

2  dls  to  make  whole  snare  Cert,  given 
Beach  CJutler 
B^nj"  Craig  1  dol.  pil  S.  rjray— half  share— 175  4,  J  an  10,  rec'  2  dl.s. 

for  the  s*^  ^  Share.     Whole  share  Cert,  given 
l^^iiani  Cady 
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Oliver   Craig  -1   do),  pd    S.   Gray  for   -S  sliare— afterwards  jxi    2 

dls  to  make  whole  sliare 
Aarort  Craig— 1   do),  pd    S.    Gray  4  share  17")4  Jan  10  rec'  2  dols 

for  otlier  -i  share 
William  Cady 
Cliristiaii  Crary— 1  del.  pd.  iS.  Gray^sliare — half  sliare  Uongiir 

afterwards 
Daniel  Cross  Juii' 
Jaco>>  Cady 

WilliaTU    (vrary— 1    dol.   pd    to   iS.    Gray  4   share   Cert,    given 
Abijah  Cady — his  2  dls  pd.  to  8.  Gray 
Francis  Colgrove      "       "  " 

Ebenezer  Cheney  of  Stnckbridge— 1  dol.  pd  S.  Gray  h  share 
John  Cogswell— his  1  dol  pd.  to  Capt.  J.  Fitch 
John  Cone— pd  1  dol.  to  Journ'^  Com.     Sold  to  J.  Ackley 
Giles  Churchill  2  dl.s.  pd  Joiirn^  Committee 
John  Colbert  1  dol        "         "  " 

Benj.  Colwell— whole  share — 

D 

Eliphalet  Dyar  Esq.  2  dls.  jxl  Capt.  J.  Fitcn 

Gideon  Demsby 

Jonathan  Dean 

William  Davison 

James  Darbe 

Barnet  Dixon — 2  dls.  pd  S.  Gray — Sold  to  Ezra  Dean 

Robert  Dixon  2  dls.  pd  Capt.  John  Fitch 

Natlianiel  Dean  Jun' 

Jedediah  Darbe 

Thos  Douglas< 

David  Downing -his  2  dls  pd  to  S.  Gray  \ 

Reuben  Darhe 

I^hineas  Dean  f 

Samuel  Dean 

Setli  J>ean 

J"  Dixon-  his  2  dls.  pd  to  Capt.  J.  Fitch 

John  Durrance—  2  dls.  pd.  S.  Gray,  Cert,  given 

Geo  Durrance 

Rob^  Dixon— y'  R-" 

James  Dixon  2  dls  pd.  to  S.  Gray 

Rob'  Dixon— Cord wainev 

Wm  Darbe 

Nath  Daniels— 2  dls.  j)d  to  Jedediah  Elderkin 

James  Douglass 

Sam'  Durrance— his  2  dls.  ])d  to  S.  Gray 
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Richard  Douner  2  dls  | 

Josiah  Dean  Juu'  3  dls  I  P^^  ^^^  J^"**"'  ('omniittee 

Asa  Douglass  2  dls  "^  ^Certificate  given  half  to  Deining- 

(rideon  Deming  2  .lis  \  ^^^^  ^ther  half  to  A.  Bidwell 

E 

.Tedediah  Elderkin  — 2  dls.  pd.  to  Capt.  J.  Fitch 

Joseph  Eaton 

Joshua  Elderkin 

Edward  Ewiug  Jun'  2  dls.  pd.  t<>  8.  Grray 

F 

Jabez  Fitch  Esq 
Elijah  Francis 

(;ai)t.  John  Fitch  2  dolls  pd  Jed.  Elderkin 
Eleazer  Fitch 
Natlian  Fellows 
William  Fitch 
Jal)ez  Fitch  Jun' 
John  Fitch  Jun' 
Benj"  Follett 

Edward  Fitch  Cert,  first  given 
Benj"  Fassett 

Eleazer  Fitch  Esq'— 2  dolls  pd  Jed   Elderkin     Now   h^iongs  to 
Eb  Gray  &  S  Jjee 

Samuel  Gray  2  dolls  pd  (Japt.  John  Fitc 

Dftvid  Griswold 

Gideon  Griswold 

Asahel  Griswold 

Isfiac  Gallop 

Rt)hert  Gordon 

John  Gould 

Oliver  Gould 

John  Gaston  2  dolls  pd  to  S.  Gray 

Slim  u el  (Tordon 

(Teo.  Gordon 

John  Grosvenor  2  dolls  pd  to  S.  Gray 

Eben  Grosvenor        "  '" 

David  Gots 

William  Gallop 

Alex  Gaston 

Stephen  Gardner— 2  dolls  to  S.  Gray 

Stej)hen  (xardner  Jun'  2  dolls  to  S.  Gray 

Johnathan  Gardner  "         "         " 
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David  Griswold  {    ^  ^^^jj^  ^,j  ^ ^e  Jouns  Committee 
Elijah  Griswold  ^ 


John  Humphreys 

Nathaniel  Holcomb 

Johnathan  Humphreys 

Zadock  Hodgkiss 

Joseph  Holland  Jun' 

Elisha  Hurlburt 

Joseph  Holland  Esq' 

Thomas  Head  pd  6£  to  S.  Gray 

Robert  Hunter  pa  2  dolls  to  S.  Gray 
John  Hunter  " 

John  Hall 

James    Howes 

Ephraim  Hyde 

(Jaleb  Hyde  pd  2  dolls 

John  Howard 

Hezekiah  Humphreys 

John  Hubbard  Jun^ 

Henry  Hewitt  2  doUo  pd  to  Capt.  John  Fitch 

John  Howard  2  dolls  pd  to  S.  Gray 

Widow  Sarah  Huntington-2  dolls,  pd  Capt.  John  Fitch 

Stephen  Harden  2  dolls,  pd  S.  Gray 

Abraham  Harden  2  dolls  pd  to  S.  Gray 

John  Hough  2  dolls,  pd  to  the  Journ^  Committee 

Joseph  Horseford 

Daniel  Horseford         " 


John  Judd  2  dolls,  to  Journeing  Committee 

Peter  Judson 

Phineas  Judd 

Robert  Jemison 

Caleb  Johnson 

Thomas  Jewell 

William  Jackson  2  dolls  pd  Capt.  John  Fitch 

John  Jenkins  2  dolls,  pd  S.  Gray 

K 

Stephen  Kellogg      1  ^ 

Joseph  Kyle  !  ^,     ^  t  i,     t:.-*.  u 

Archibald  Kasson     \  3  dolls  pd  to  Capt  John  Fitch 

Samuel  Kasson  [ 

Adam  Kasson  J 


2  dolls  1x1  to  S.  (fray 
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Jeremiah  Kenne>      1 

Moses  Keniiey  i 

CTideon  Kenney  2    dolls   pd   to    (\'i]>t.  Joliri    Fitch  sold   to 

Matrhew  Kenney      |     Jolm  Pellet  cert.  },'iven 

Spencer  Kenney        | 

John  Kenney 

Jolm  Kenne\  Jun'^ 

James  Ka^^win 

Henry  Kirkhorne 

John  Ka^win  / 

Hn<jh  Kennedy  Jun'  ^ 

Thomas  Kennedy  Jun'  2  dolls  pd  ('ajjt.  John  Fitch 

Seth  Kent  2  dolls  pd  Joun^\>ing  Oommittee 

James  Kasson        "         "  "  " 


David  Lusk 

Johnathan  Lewis 

Thomas  Lawrence 

Rnfus  Lowthroj) 

John  Leevens  »  „  ,i^n  .    .   i  ^^     v,:    /  < 

2  dolls,  jxl  To  s.  (rrav 
Ebenezer  Larnard  » 

Stephen  Lee— 2  dolls,  pd  Journ^  Com.     j  ot   this  right  Sold  to 

Dan.  Holmes 

Isaac  Lee  2  dolls  pd  Jourii«  Committee 

M 

Timothy  Moses 
Edward  Mott  ] 

James  Montgomerv  I 

John  Montgomery'    \   '^  ^'""^  I'^^  ^"  ^-  ^^^-^^ 
Gaun  Miller  | 

Peter  Miller 
Samuel  Moulton 
Samuel  McFarland  ] 

John  Montgomerv  Jnn'  I 

Joseph  Moffit  of  Strawln-idge   [    ^  ^1^1''^  I»^  »<>  S.  Gray 
Monasth  Miner  of  Voluntown  | 
Thomas  Mansfield  2  dolls  jxl.  Cai>t.  John  Fitch 
John  Manning-  2  dolls  pd  Jonrn''  Com.     ^  this   right   Sold    to 
Silas  Walker 

N 

L(jtt  Norton 
David  Nevans 
David  Nevans  Jun' 
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O 

John  Owen 

J(»siah  Olcott  2  dolls,  pd  Journeyitiff  ( '()mmittee 

J' 

Ezekiel  Pierce  Esq'  2  dolls,  pd  John  Fitch 

Joseph  Park 

Johnathan  Pettiboue 

Hezekiah  Philips 

]>an  Philips 

Wm.  Parks  2  dolls  pd  to  S.  Gray 

John  Pellet 

Matthew  Patrick— 2  dolls  pd.  to  S.  Gray 

Jacob  Patrick — 2  dolls  pd  Cap.  John  Fitch  k  Sold  to  Ebenezer 

Patrick 
Matthew  Patrick  Jun' 
William  Prince 

Israel  Putnam  I 

Seth  Paine  • 

Lemuel  Pierce 

Abel  Pierce  i 

Joseph  Phillips  2  dolls  pd  to  Capt  John  Fitch 
John  Park 

BenJ  Park  r. 

HenJ  Park  Jiin'  ( 

liient.  Jos.  Park  ! 

Thos  Pierce  i  paid  j 

Joseph  Parkhnrst  S 

John  Patrick  > 

Benj.  Pierce  of  Scituate  2  dolls,  pd  to  S.  Gray  j, 

Robert  Park  \  2  dolls  pd  Journeying  Committee  [• 

Nathan  Park)  f  j     &  ;,. 

I. 

Greenfield  Randall -pd  2  dolls  to  John  Smith  Esq  whole  Sol4 

to  Phil.  Pearl— he  Sold  ^— Cert,  given  for  the  other  half 
Patrick  Ray  ' 

Josiah.  Russel 
David  Ripley 
Stephen  Rhodes 
Jeremiah  Ross  j 

Stephen  Rhodes  ,   g  ^^^^  p^  ^^  g    f.^^^ 

Stephen  Rude  j 

Obadiah  Rhodes  Jun'    J  '* 

Obadiah  Rhodes 


2  dolls,  pd  to  Capt.    John  Firch 
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(t  rind  all  Rawsou 

Ebeiiezer  Robinson  2  dolls  pd.   to  S.  Gray  Esq 

S 

Noah  Stantly  pd  2  dolls  to  Joiirn^'  Oonixnittee 

John  Stantly 

Timothy  Stantly    '• 

Ebenezer  Smith  Jun' 

Tradd  Stantly 

Solomon  Stodard 

Stephen  Skniker 

Thomas  Snell  2  dolls  pd.  to  Capt.  John  Fitch 

Cyprian  Stevens 

Jonas  Shepherd 

Lemuel  Smith  2  dolls  pd  to  S.  Gray 

John  Smith  Esq  2  "       "        to  Capt.  John  Fitch 

John  Stevens) 

Isaac  Stevens) 

Ezekiel  Spaulding 

Stephen  Stoyel  G£  pd  to  Esq  Smith,  \  Sold  to  Vernon 

Moses  Smith 

Francis  Smith  3"^ 

Benj.  Smith 

Benjamin  Shephard 

Jonas  Shei)hard  Jun' 

John  Spaulding 

Jesse  Spaulding  2  dolls,  pd.  to  (^apt.  John  Fitch 

Thomas  Stewart "     -         *'  to  S.  Gray 

Samuel  Silsby  2  dolls,  pd  Journeying  Committee 

Joseph  Skinner 

John  Slaft 

Thomas  Stevens  2  dolls  pd  Moses  Smith 

Abraham  Snow  of  Windham— 2  dolls  pd  Capt.  John  Fitch 

John  Streator  of  Stowbridge  2  dolls  pd.  S.  Gray 

Johnathan  Saugher  of  Ashford— 1   doll,   pd  to  S.  Gray  for  ^ 

Share 
Nehemiah  Sleaners     ] 
Andrew  Sleaners  I 

Sol.  Stoddard  '    2  <lo"s-  P<1  -Tourneying  Committee 

Ebenezer  Smith  Jun""  ' 
Ebenezer  Smith  2  dolls  pd  Journeying  Committee 
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I  riiili  SteveDS 
JosHph  Smitli  Jun"^ 
Thomas  Steel 
Beiij  Slioeiiiaker 
Sainuel  Silsby 
Daniel  Shoemaker 


2  dolls  jjd  to  Jed  Elderkiu 


S;iTiin«^l  Thomas 

]*hiiieas  Tracy 

Simon  Tubbs  2  doilb.  pd  to  S.  Gray 

Jos.  Taylor  pd  to  J.  Pitch  January  9  1754 

Pliilip  Turner  2  dolls  pd  Journeying  Committee 

Lemuel  Taylor        '       "  '•  " 


John  Viets 

Israel  Underwood  pd  2  dolls  to  John  Smith  Esq 

W 

Johnathan  Wright 

Daniel  Whassel 

Judah  Wright    pd  2  dolls  to  the  Journ"^  Committee 

Eliph  Whittlesy  " 

Johnathan  Wliassel 

IchaVjod  Wells 

Nath'  Wales  Jun^ 

Joseph  Walden  pd  2  dolls  to  Capt  John  Fitch 

David  Waters  pd  2  dolls  to  S.  Gray 

Wm.  Williams  of  Colchester— pd  2  dolls,    to  S.   Gray—  Sold   to 

John  Ackley  &  Cert,  given  Ackley 
Isaac  Warren— 2  dolls  pd  Capt.  John  Pitch 
Ephraim  Woodward 
Nathaniel  Williams 


itjn 


John  Wiley  2  dolls  pd.  to  S.  Gray  ^' 

Thomas  Wiley  2  dolls  pd  to  Capt  J.  Fitch 

Hugh  Wilev  )  o  i   n         i  .,-     o    n 
.,     ^       „.,.,  •       2  dolls,  pd  to  S.  Gray 
James  Wiley » 

John  Webb 

Timothy  Warner 

Ebenezer  Wright  Jun' 

Ebenezer  Wright  2  dolls  pd  Capt.  John  Fitch 

Isaac  Woodward  . 

Thomas  Warner    '.-  2  dolls  pd  the  Jouru^  Committee 

Wm.   Whiting        ) 
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Joseph  York 

William  Youiif^ 

John  Vouii;^  pd  Jed.   ElderkJTi  4  sliaro 

At  tlje  aforesaid  Tiieetiiig  vored,  that  Cajir.  John  Fitcli,  Mr. 
Jed.  Elderkin,  Mr.  S.  Gray,  be  a  foiuinittee  in  order  to  lioid 
the  original  snbscriptU)n,  IMade  and  ('onie  into  by  Sundry  per- 
Articies  dated  .luiy  sons  dated  8th  July  IT.'):},  in  order  to  prociireand 
**•  '^^-  purcliase  tlie  native  right  of  a  quantity  of  lanti 

near  Susqnelianna  ;  to  receive  the  money  tliereby  to  be  paid, 
and  the  Same  to  deliver  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  'go  on 
the  affair  to  Said  Susquehanna:  take  their  receipts  therefor, 
and  wlien  Said  C'ommittee  Sliall  return,  to  take  and  Examine 
the  accounts,  and  receive  tlie  Same,  and  what  Said  Committee 
Shall  return,  and  to  grant  a  copy  of  s"*  Subscription  to  s'^  Com- 
mittee for  procuring  Said  right,  and  to  any  other  Subscriber 
that  Sliall  desire  the  Same,  for  reasonable  pay  therefor — 


^^     g   j^gj.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Conifjany  Engag^ed  in  the 

purchase  of  the  Western  lands  near  Susque- 
lianna  River,  legally  warned  and  assembled  in  Canterbury  Se}) 
G.  17.13,  Eliphalet  Dyer  Esq  was  chosen  Moderator,  Sam.  (fray 
Clerk  of  Said  Comi)any. 

Whereas,  Capt.  Wm.  Whitney,  and  Isaac  Woodworth,  a  Com- 
mittee appointed  by  a  number  of  people  that  met  and  Con- 
Conipiiny  of  Col-  vened  at  Colchester  On  the  28t li  of  August  last. 
"''*'*'^''"''  and  entered  into  a  certain  Covenant  and  agree- 

ment to  purchase  the  native  right  to  a  Certain  quantity  of  land 
lyingat,  or  near  Susquehanna,  or  the  Fork  of  the  Delaware  River, 
which  Covenant  being  agreeable  to,  and  Corresponding  witii 
our  Covenant  Jind  agreement  already  made  for  that  purpose 
the  Said  Whitney  and  Woodward  applying  to  us  in  behalf  of 
Said  Committee,  in  order  to  join  and  incorporate  themselves 
and  Company— Subscribers  to  their  Articles  with  us,  as  one 
Entire  body  for  the  purpose  afore.said. 

Colchester  and  su.-  Thereupon  voted,  that  the  Company  afore.said 
quehannaCos.  Con-    hp  and    thev  are  herebv  incorporated   with    ns 

Bolidated.  .  .  i 

as  one  Entire  body,  for  the  i)urpose  afore- 
said, with  all  the  privileges  and  advantages  that  we  each  of  ns 
have  in  Said  aflfaiis— provided,  Said  Company  do  Come  into, 
and  pass  the  Same  vote  as  above  Said,  with  respect  to  lis,  and 
do  join  a  (Committee  witli  our  Committee,  to  go  and  rey)air  to 
Said  Susquehanna,  for  the  purpose  afore.said.  on  or  before  The 
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1st  (lay  of  October  next.  Voted,  that  any  Subscriber  tliat  Sees 
Causeto  pay  in  but  one  dollar,  may  liavethe  lib- 
iriKbts  allowed.  ^^.j.  ^.^  S(i  as  they  t  lierel)y  become  Entitled  to  but 
one  right  to  Said  purchase,  and  be  at  Char^-e  in  the  altair  pro- 
])ortionate  thereto. 

Voted,  that  whereas  the  time  for  our  Committee  to  go  on  Said 
Adair  was  bv  the  1st  of  September,  it  is  now  voted,  that  but 
three  of  Said  C»)nimittee  go  on  said  Affair,  provided  the  Said 
other  Said  Comuany  join  us,  and  that  the  Said  Committee  are 
allowed  until  the  beginning  of  October  next,  to  Set  out  on 
Saili  Journev-and  that  any  person  be  allow'd  to  Subscribe 
Said  Articles,  paying  a  Sum  not  less  than  one  dollar  at  any 
time  before  Said  Committees  setting  out  as  aforesaid,  and 
also  that  Said  Committee  may  have  liV)erty,  at  their  di.s- 
cretion,  to  take  in  Subscribers  on  their  journey  on  the  Same 
terms  as  is  before  agreed  upon. 

Voted  that  no  Minors  Shall  have  any  benefit  by 
Minors  Kxciuded.       gjgjjj,^^,^!.  gubscribingto  the  aforesaid  Articles. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Company  Engaged  in  tha 
jnny  3,  17.54.  purchase   of   the    Susquehanna    lands,    legally 

warned    and  assembled  Jan^  9,  1754,  Major  Eliphalet  Dyer  then 
chosen  Moderator,  Samuel    Gray  was  chosen   Clerk.    Question 
proposed,  whether  we  will  admit  any  more  per- 
beLmiXd^"""  '°   sons  into  this  Company  as  proprietors?     Voted 
in  the  Affirmative. 
Mr.  Stephen    Gardner,  John   Smith,    E/.ekiel    Pierce    Capt. 
Robert  Dixon  and  Mr.  Jedediah  Elderkin— Appointed   a  Com- 
mittee to  Enquire  of.  and  Judge  what  persons  ought  to  be  ad* 
mitted   into  the  Company,  with  all  the  privileges  already  ac- 
cru(id  on  the  first  terms,  and  report-  to  this  meeting. 

Voted  that  those  persons  that  are  hereafter  admitted.  Shall 
pay  4  dolls,  and  Such  as  do,  Shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  priv<- 
ileges  already  accrued,  and  to  one  Share  in  the  premises,  ou 
the  Same  Conditions  as  in  the  original  Covenant.  ' 

Voted  that  there  may  be  admitted  to  make  this  body  to  th% 
number  of  350,  — upon  the  above  Conditions.  '  ^ 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  last  vote  respecting  the  number  of 
proprietors. 

V'^oted  that  there  may  be  admitted  to  make  this  body  Constat 
of  the  number  of  500-upon  the  Condition  of  paying  4  dolls, 
for  a  whole  Share,  and  2  dolls,  for  a  half  Share,  to  make  them 
Equal  with  the  Costs  of  the  first  Subscribers,  and  Such  fur- 
ther Sums  as  is,  and  Shall  be  raised  upon  the  Same  Conditions, 
and  with  the  Same  privileges  as  Contained  in  the  Original 
Agreement  and  Covenant.  Voted  the  following  persons  on 
Oyrt  yrg'^  *^  i^-  ad^aittedoji  t^ar**  terH**— vi»  <  r  •  • 
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Lott  Norton 

William  Churchill  pd  S.  Gray  <>.   10.   Gold  teir 

Josiah  Curtis  " 

Nathan  Booth  "  " 

Ichabod  Well^ 

Phiueas  Judd  (whole  Share)  " 

Stephen  Skinner 

Thomas  Stantly 

John  Elderkin 

Eli  Collins 

i>an'  Alden 

Nath'  Loomis 

James  Jones 

S.  Reed  pd  to  Stephen  Gardner 

VVm  Fitch  pd  2  dolls  to  S.   Gray 

Wm  Swetland 

Peter  Swetland 

Ebenezer  Leech 

James  Bradford— pd.  S.  Gray  G.  10.  Cold  ten'. 

Ephraim  Harris 

Seth  Cook 

Isaac  Sawyer 

Hugh  Wiley  Jun' 

Joseph  Bingham  Jun 

J"  Reed 

Johnathan  Harris 

Jo.seph  Taylor 

Thomas  Jones 

BenJ  Parke 

James  Douglass 

Matthew  Patrick  2  dolls,  pd  to  S.  Gray 

Nathan'  Wales  Jun'  pd  6. 10. 0  to  S  Gray  old  ten' 

Voted  that  Mr.  Timothy  Woodbridge  of  Stockbridge.  V>e 
incorporated  into  this  Company,  and  Entitled  to  one  whole 
Share  in  the  purchase  of  this  land,  as  a  free  donation  from  this 
Company. 

Voted,  that  if  Deacon  Woodbridge  desires  Capt.  Stevens  to 
go  with  him  to  the  Sachems,  in  order  to  help  and  assist  him, 
he  shall  go. 

Voted,  that  Eliphalet  Dyer  Esq',  and  any  other  person  or 
persons  that  the  Committee  shall  think  fit,  shall  repair  to  Stock- 
bridge  at  any  time,  when  the  Committee  shall  tliink  fit  to  ac- 
complish the  Affair. 

Voted,  that  Capt.  John  b'itch,  Mrjedediah  Elderkin  and  Mr. 
S.  Gray — be  a  Committee  to  receive  the  money  of  the  Sub- 
scribers, or  tho^  tlMX,.SUaU.iueoi.-)>ori»W.wjii.li  t^^S'  '^iMntfunj  i 
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Enroll  their  names,  give  and  Execute  receipts  according  lo 
the  votes  of  this  Company,  and  to  dispose  of  the  money  by 
them  rec*  for  the  use  an<i  benelit  of  Said  Company,  for  mak- 
ing tlje  Susquehanna  purcliase— &  the  Expenses  thereof,  to 
Call  meetings  Avhen  they  judge  it  necessary,  and  further  to 
manage  and  order  the  jn'udentials  of  Said  Company  in  that 
Alfair,  and  to  render  an  account  of  their  doings,  and  what 
they  may  have  Expended,  and  for  what  purpose,  when  thereto 
required  or  desired  by  Said  Company. 

Voted  tliat  Each  of  this  Company  already  Enrolled,  pay  Tax 
unto  the  Committee  appointed  to  receive  the  money,  one  dol- 
lar Eacli  upon  a  whole  right,  to  be  paid  in  Six  weeks  as  an 
addition  to  what  is  already  raiseil,  and  that  all  after  Sub- 
scribers, pay  the  sum  voted  to  pay  on  their  admissions,  with 
the  addition  of  one  dollar  more  as  aforesaid. 

Voted,  that   Mr.    Timothy   Woodbridge    of    Stockbridge    be 
an    Agent    for    the  Company  agreed    for  the    Susquehanna 
purchase  to  order,  Act,  and  transact  the  whole  Affair  of  Said 
purchase,  with   the  Chiefs  of  the  Indians  that  are  the   Native' 
proprietors   of   the   land  proposed  by  the  Said  Company  to  be 
purchased  ;  take  and   receive  proper  Conveyances  of  the  lands, 
purchased   from   Said   Chiefs  for  Said   Comjjany,  to    transact; 
all  matters  relating  to  Said   AlTair  according  to  his   best  dis- 
cretion, hereby  ratifying  and  Confirming  what  our  agent  Shall 
do  in  the  prennses. 

Whereas  there  were  Several  gentlemen  appointed  Commits 
teemenin  the  Susquehanna  AfTair,  in  Hebron,  Colchester,  New; 
London  and  Norwich,  which  have  not  yet  Sent  in  their  Ac- 
counts of  the  monies  of  the  ])ersons  that  paid  before  the  Com- 
mittee Set  out  on  their  Journey,  nor  have  yet  delivered  in  all 
the  money  that  they  received;  it  is  now  Voted,  that  the  Said 
Committeemen  act  nt>  further  as  Committee  Men  in  the  Affair, 
and  that  Mr.  Stephen  Gardner  forthwitli  repair  to  the  Said 
Committee  Men,  and  desire  of  them  the  names  of  Such  per- 
sons as  did  pay  their  money  as  aforesaid,  and  to  receive  th^ 
remainder  of  the  money  in  their  hands,  and  to  return  the 
names  of  Such  persons,  to  T)e  Entered  in  the  records,  and  to  re- 
turn the- remainder  of  Said  money  to  Messrs.  Fitch,  Elderkirl 
and  Gray,  take  their  receipt  therefor,  to  be  Empowered  forth^ 
Companys  use —  ' 

Voted,  that  there  Shall  be  liberty  given  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  County  of  New  Haven,' to  go  in  with  ihis  Society," 
according  to  their  Articles  and,  votes,  to  the  number  of  forty- 
persons,  and  also  in  the  County  of  Fairfield  forty  persons  oh 
the  Same,  and  in  the  County  of  Litchfield  twenty  persons, 
besides  that  have  already  joined,  and  in  the  Count  v  of  Hart- 


1'i        MINUTES  OF  THE  SUSQUEHANNA  COMPANY 

lord,  besides  those  that  are  ah-eady  ioined,  thirty  persons, 
and  in  tlie  County  of  New  London  twenty  persons  besides 
those  that  are  joined,  and  in  the  County  of  Windham  ten  per- 
sons besides  those  alread>'  Enlisted,  and  that  live  weeks  from 
this  time  is  allowed  for  the  above  mentioned  numbers  in  Said 
(■oiintiesto  join,  and  Enlist,  and  pay,  according  to  our  votes 
and  Aiticles— and  after  the  Said  live  weeks  are  out,  one  week 
and  no  more,  is  allowed  to  any  person  to  join  in  any  of  tlie 
Counties,  t(^  the  number  voted.  Saving  the  number  of  fifty 
persons  Specially  reserved  - 

In  the  County  of  New  Haven— Mr.  Thomas  Darling 
In  the  ('(junty  of  Fairtield     Mr.   Sam  xidams 
In  tlie  (bounty  of  Hartford— Mr.  Thomas  Stantly 
In  the  County  of  Ijitchlield— Mr.  Uriah  Stevens 
In  the  County  of  New  London — ^Ir.  Stephen  riardner,  are  ap. 
pointed  to  take  the  names  of  those    persons  that  move  to  join  ' 
in  form  aforesaid,  anil  receive  their  money,  give  receipts,  and 
deliver  Said  money  to  the  Standing  Committee,  and  take  their 
receipt — 

Voted  the  Committee  in  Ijehalf  of  the  Company,  desire 
Approbation  of  the  his  honor  the  Governor,  So  far  to  favor  our 
Governor  soiicitert.  ^l^^^^^J^  j„  making  our  intended  purchase  of 
the  Natives  right  to  a  quantity  ot  land,  on  or  near  Susque- 
hanna, as  to  Senil  his  approbation  of  Said  design  to  Mr  Timo- 
thy Woodbridge  of  Stoekbridge,  who  is  by  us  appointed  to  go 
to  the  Chiefs,  in  order  to  make  Said  purchase,  in  order  to 
be  Communicated  by  him  to  Said  Chiefs,  or  any  other  way 
liis  honor  Shall  think  proper- 
Vote  to  adjourn  this  meeting  to  the  third  Wednesday  in 
April  next,  at  Windham,  aboat  ten  Oclock  in  the  morning — 


^^      '  At  a  meeting  of  the  Company  Engaged  in  the 

purchase  of  Susq*-  land,  April  17,  1754. 

Mr.  .ledediah  Elderkin  Moderator— 

This  meeting  is  adjourned  to  Wednesday  the  first  of  May 
next,  at  Windham,  at  9  oclock  in  the  Morning,  in  order  to  See 
if  this  Com])any  will  admit  a  larger  number  of  proprietors,  atid 
any  other  business  proper  to  be  done  on  Said  day. 

An  account  of  those  persona  who  have  paid  the  advance 
dollar  to  S.  Gray,  according  to  the  vote. 
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Stephen  Gardner 
John  Hunter 
Gersheni  Durrance 
Spencer  Kenney 
John  Steavens 
Thomas  Steward 
Saiu'  McFarland 


William  Chandler  Esq 
Moses  Barrett, 
(rideon  Bingham 
John  Smith  Esq 
Abijah  Cady 
Ebenezer  Smith 
Rol)ert  H  unter 


Sam'  Durrance,  clerk  }  1  dollar  Thomas  Pearce 


John  Kenney 
Jas.  Montgomery 
Goin  Miller 
James  Dixon  Jun"^ 
William  Jackson 
John  Durrance 
MattJiias  Patrick  Jun' 
Isaac  Lee 


5.  0  old  ten' 


Joseph  Kyle 
Jacob  Patrick 
Ebenezer  Smith  Jun' 
Joseph  Eaton 
Sam'  Hunter 
Jeremiah  Kenney  1 

Joseph  Phillips  i 

John  Lara  be  8| 
John  Douglass  £  1.13.6 
Francis  Colgrove 
Noah  Briggs 

Eliphalet  Whittlesey  Jun' 
Benj.  Gray — 1  doll,  and  2  more  to  make  a  whole  share 
<Teo.  Crary     1 
Oliver  Crary  i 

Aaron  Crary  j-    £  3.  5.  0  old  ten' 
Hugh  Wiley    | 
James  Wiley  J 
Nath'  Daniels  ^ 

Ebenezer  Grosvenor 
Robert  Crary 
John  Grosvenor 
Benj.  Pierce 
Jesse  Spaulding 
Thomas  Stantly 
Jn"  Montgomery 
John  Canada 

Jn"  Montgomery  Jun'        1-  1  dollar. 
Noah  Stantly 
.Tohn  Larans 
Timothy  Stantly 
Wm.  Huston 
Eben  Larnard 
Adam  Kasson   ' 
Sam'  Kasson       ^' 
Barthol  Arthur 
M.  Nehemiah  Baker 
2— Vol.  XVIIL 


1  doll. 


of  Voiuntown. 
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Cliristopher  Crary  ',    ,    ,, 

,.,        ^,  I    ^  (iellar. 

Win.  Crary  >    - 

Stephen  Rude  | 

John  Campbell  I 

John  Wiley  '   £3.5.0 

Moses  Fish 

Caleb  Bates 

James  Douglass 

James  Campbell  Jun' 

Jos.  Alexander  . 

T   1       ,^  1    11    Qd  y  3?  old  ten' 

John  (:;ampbell,  3*  j     " 

Sam.   Douglass  |   of  Voiuntown. 

The  foregoing  accounts  received  into  my  Ledger 

Eleazer  Fitch  Esq— pd  1  dollar 

AprtlSO.  1754.  ^      \^ 

Obadiah  Newcomb 
Obadiah  Rhodes  Jun' — pd  1  dollar 
Isaac  Sheppard  ] 

Joseph  Warren  I 

Seth  Dean  [£3.5.0 

Jeremiah  Mason  Jun"^  i 
Jeremiah  Mason  ) 

Isaac  Wood  worth         J 
May  29— the  foregoing  account  is  Carried  into  my  Ledger- 


An  account  of  persons  newly  Enlisted  Jan^  9,  1754  and  paid  to 

S.  Gray 
Nathaniel  Hovey  £  16.  5.  0  old  ten'       * 
Px'ince  Tracy  4  dolls- 
Noah  Gilbert  £  16.  5.  0  old  ten' 
Dan'  Knowlton  ^  share 
William  Huston  4  dolls. 
Moses  Fish  £  13  old  ten' 
•Zachariah  Bicknot  7  share 
John  Johnson  Jun""  £  16.  5.  0 
Wm  Chandler  Esq  4  dolls 
John  Wright  h  share 
Sam'  Douglass  of  Voiuntown  2  dolls 
Joshua  Douglass  2  dolls 
Nathaniel  Warner  £  16.  5.  0 
Gershorn  Dorrance  4  dolls. 
Thos.  Pierce  4  dolls. 
Alexander  Stuart  ^  share  2  dolls 
Sam'  Chandler  Esq  4  dolls.     Cert,  given 
Benajah  Bill  2  dolls  i  share 
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Elias  Frink  Jun'^  £  G.  10.  0  old  tenor 

Daniel  Sroughton  £  8.  2.  G  &;  2A  dolls,  for  whole  share 

Benj.  Follett  £  8.  3.  6  for  4  share 

Jonas  Sheppard  £  13.  0.  0  old  ten' 

Joseph  Hazen  A  share  £  8.  2.  0 

Samuel  Webb  jnn''  £  G.  10.  0 

Seth  Wright  2  dolls 

Nath'  Barney  4  dolls. 

John  LaraV)e  \  share  £  G.  10.  0  old  ten' 

Nath'  Wales  Esq  pd  in  old    tenor  &  silver  £  16.     5.    0  for  whole 

share 

Henry  Bass  ^  share  £  8.  2.  G 

Zebediah  Parnum  £  13.  0.  0  old  tenor 

Phineas  Ijvman  .5  dolls 

Simeon  Dean  of  Taunton         >    o,    i   ,,    ^       ,     , 

i:,    ,       .      -TV  f  ,-n        .  C    ^^  dolls  for  k  share 

Ji-phraim  Dean  of  Taunton     )      " 

The  foregoing  account  of  Money  received  by  me  in  this  and 
the  other  page,  Cai-ried  into  ray  Ledger 

May  1.  1754.  ^*  ^  meeting  of  the    Company  Engaged  for 

the  purchase  of  the  Susquehanna  land  May  r' 
17.34  by  adjournment,  Jabez  Fitch  Esq,  Moderator— Voted  to 
admit  more  proprietors  into  the  Company. 

500  persons  to  be  ad-  Voted,  to  admit  into  this  Company  500  persons 
'"'"^'^  proprietors  in  the  purchase  of  the  Susq"  land 

provided,  Each  person  for  a  Avhole  Share  pay  5  dolls  to  the 
Committee  as  appointed  to  admit  persons  by  the  aS"" day  of 
May  instant. 

Whereas  it   is  already  voted   that  500  persons  more   be  ad- 
mitted  into  the  Company  for  the  Susq"  purchase  now  voted 
that  in  order  to  make  up  that  number 
80  persons  more  be  admitted  in  the  County  of  Hartford 
^0        "  "  "  "  "  New  Haven 

SO        "  "  "  •'  "  Fairfield 

SO       "  "  "  "  "  New  Londou 

80       "  '*  "  "  "  AVindham 

^0       '  "  "  "  "  Litchfield  and 

GO  are  reserved  for  particular  persons,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Btantly, 
and  Mr.  Stephen  Gardner  for  the  County  of  Hartford,  Mr.' 
Thos.  Darling  in  the  County  of  New  Haven,  Capt.  Sam'.  Adams 
for  the  County  of  Fairfield,  Mr.  John  Elderkin  for  the  County 
of  New  London,  and  Capt.  Uriah  Stevens  for  the  County  of 
Litchfield,  be  a  Committee  in  the  respective  Counties  to  which 
they  belong,  to  admit  the  number  above  assigned  to  each 
County,  receive  the  Money,  and  make  return  thereof,  witli 
the  names  of  the  persons  admitted  to  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee, bv  the  1"  of  .Tune  next. 
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Votfd.  that  the  j)o\vei-  and  autliority  of  the  Standing 
Coinniittee,  viz  Capt.  John  Pitch,  and  Mr.  Jedediah  Elderkin, 
and  Sam'  (irey  he  (Jontiniied  according  to  our  former  vote,  and 
that  they  admit  tlie  number  of  persons  to  l)e  admitted,  in  the 
County  of  Windham,  and  also  admit  those  persons  that  they 
think  fit,  to  fill  uj)  the  reserved  number. 

Windban,   Proprie-        Persons  Enlisted   into  this  Company  by  Mr. 
tor-*-  Elderkin  of  Windham. 


Mai.    Butler 

Joiin  Spencer  J  un' 

Jos.  Foilet 

(fi<leon  Hibbard  ^  Share 

Joshua  Read  A  Share 

Elijah  Hide 

Nath'  Cushman 

(Jaleb  Hide 

Obadiah  Newcomb 

.ff»s.  Bingham  .Tun' 

Jos.    Babcock  ^  Share 

Sam'  Bennet  i  Share 

John  Strong 

Noah  Dewey 

Jos.  Skiff 

Roger  Wolcot  Jun'  Esq 

Thos.  Stantly 

Ijott  Norton  i  Share 


David  Bigalow  Jun'  ^  Share 

.Joshua  Wells 

Joseph  Hubbert. 

John  Young  h  Share 

Isjuic  Savage 

Sam'  Hagg 

Daniel  Southwop 

Stephen  Beckwith 

Jeremiah  (Memens 

Samuel  Gore 

Benj.  (rale 

William  Whitney 

Barazilla  Henda 

Isaac  Laurance 

Jos.  Palmata 

Jacob  Simons  3<*  4  Share 


Zeb  Hibbard  j  Share 
.Tohn  Elderkin— half  this  right 
Sold  to  Eben  Lathroop  J  un' 
Persons  Enlisted  September  175.3 
David  Barber  ] 

iSiles  Coleman  I       .        ,^  ^  t,    ,,  , 

Alex  Phelps  P^  ^«  ^^*^^*'-^  ^"^  Bulkley 

Benj  Pomeroy  ] 

August  1758  Eliphalet  Dyer  Esq— Sold  two  whole  Shares  viz — 
to  Ijevy  Allen  of  Salisbury,  to  Ira  Allen  Each  one  whole  Share 


An    account    of    persons  admitted    by  Mr.   Thomas  Stantly 
in  the   County  of  Hartford,  &  the  money  paid 
him. 
Col.  Elisha  Williams 


Hartford  proprietors. 


Col.  Sam'  Talcott 
Dan'  Edwards  Esq 
William  Pitkins  Jun'  Esq 
Matthew  Talcott 
Joseph  Chureh 


■|    1  of  the  50 

I 

}  0  dolls  Each. 


r  5  dolls. 
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3i  (lolls. 


3A  dolls. 


5  dolls     1  of  the  50 


\  5  dolls  Each. 


l^hineas  Lewis  ] 

John  Strong 

Hezekiah  May 

CapT.  Tho.s.    Wells 

Capt.  Jos.  Griswold 

Mr.  Jas.  Lock  wood 

Elisha  William  Jun' 

Doe  E/ekiel  Porter 

Ezekiel  Williams  5  dolls. 

Samuel  May  I 

Joseph  Wells 

Thos.  Balding  Jun' 

Capt  Thos  Seymour  ) 

Andrew  Robe  > 

David  Phelps  of  Lymsburg 

He/.ekiah  Phelps 

Doe.  Jos.  Wells 

Russell  Woodbridge 

Hezekiah  Humphrey 

John  Viets 

Timothy  Seymour 

Wm.  Stantly,  & 

Capt.  Sam'  Wells  j 

Sam'  Curtis 

John  Hart 

Capt.  Wm.   Wadsworth 

eert  given  to  heirs 
Peter  Judson 
John  Humphreys  Esq 
Ro^er  Hooker 
Alex  Walcot 

Sam'Talcottof  Gastonburg 
John  Horsemore  Esq 
John*  Hall  Esq' 
Abner  Mosely 
Thos  Welles  Esq 
Pelatiah  Mills 
Daniel  Goodwin 
Geo.   Wyllys  Esq 
Jon*  Humphrey 
Jon''  Pettibone  ' 

Nehemiali  Lewis,  2^  dolls. 

Feb  \3,  1754,  an  account   of   Sundry  per.sons,  for  whom    Mr. 
Thos.  Stantly  has  paid  the   advance  dollar 
John  Stantly  Sam'  Flagg 

John  Judd  -lud^'*  Wright  .... 


2\  dolls  each. 


1  of  the  oa 


0  dolls  Eaeh. 

1  of  the  50. 

1  of  t  he  .50. 
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Elijah  Griswold  Stephen  Skinner 

Elijah  Francis  Win.  Andrews 

Josiah  Curtis  Nathan  Booth 

Joseph  Smith  Stephen  Lee 

Joshua  Wells  Lot  Norton 

Phineas  Judd  Gideon  Deniing 

David  Griswold  Ichabod  Wells 

Joseph  Hollibut  ^ 

Meetingntiiurtioni  At  a  meeting  of  the  Company  Engaged  in 
Nov.  -Si.  ubi  t,f,e   purchase  of   the  Susq"  land  legally  warned 

and  met  at  Hartford  Nov.  27,  l7.J4-Eliphalet  l)yerEsq%  Moder- 
ator—Samuel Gray  Clerk. 

Voted- -that  Roger  Walker  Jun"^  Esq,  — Phineas  Lyman  Esq, 
Geo  Wyllys  Esq,— Oaniel  Edwards  Esq,  &  Ehphalet  Dyer  Esq, 
be  appoint  and  they  are  herebyappointed  and  fullyEmpowered 
ii-s  a  Committee,  to  manage,  transact  and  do  Every-thing  in  the 
name  and  behalf  of  the  Susq"  Company,  in 
Name  of  association   ^^  ^^^^  ^^  prepare  the  Case  of  the  Susq"  purchase 

lately  made  of  the  Indians,  and  all  {jroper  Exhibits  relating 
thereto,  in  order  to  lay  the  Same  before  his  majesty  for  his  grant 
and  Confirmation  of  the  lands  Contained  in  Said  purchase,  and 
< Committee  for  Royal  for  incorporating  Said  Company,  and  forming 
iDcorporation  ,^  government  for  the  regulating  and  managing 

Every  affair  relating  thereto,  for  the  good  of  the  Same,  and  to 
order  and  draw  out  money  out  of  the  Treasury  of  Said  Com- 
pany, as  there  Shall  be  occasion  therefor,  for  the  purpose  afore- 
said, and  the  Major  part  of  Said  Committee  are  hereby  Em- 
power'd  fully  to  act  according  to  the  above  vote. 

Voted,  that  Geo.  Wyllys  Esq"^  be,  and  is  hereby  appointed 
Treasurer    of    this    Companv,  to  receive   the 

Treasurer  appointed.  ^,      ,    •        i  j  i      ii  i  •      j  v       ^i_ 

moneys  that  is  already  or  shall  be  raised  by  the 
Company,  and  pay  the  Same  out  as  he  shall  receive  orders  from 
the  Company,  from  time  to  time,  and  to  keep  an  Exact  account 
of  the  Same,  and  give  his  receipts  therefor,  and  the  Same  to  be 
lodged  with  the  Clerk  of  the  Said  Company. 

Passed 

Voted,  thar  the  Several  persons  that  has  been  appointed  and 
entrusted  by  this  Company,  to  receive  and  take  in  Subiscribers 
in  the  Company,  and  receive  the  money  therefor,  forthwith 
Exhibit  to  the  Clerk  of  this  Company  the  names  of  all  persons 
they  have  received  as  aforesaid,  with  their  names  fairly  writ- 
ten, with  the  Sum  or  Sums  received  of  Such  persons  So  re- 
ceived, to  their  Said  names  annexed,  and  to  whom  they  have 
heretofore  transmitted  the  Same,  and  to  pay  che  money  that 
they  have  received  not  already  paid,  unto  Samuel  Gray. 
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Windhatn  May  1,  1754. 
Account  of  persons  I  received  the  Money  of.  &:  Admitted: 
Capt.  John  Wait  £1G.  5.  0  Benj  C'olwell  £1G.  5.  0 

Alex.  Gaston  £9.   15.  0  Christopher  Crary  ^  Share 

Rowland  Barton  £1G.  5.  0  Martin  Howard  5  dolls 

Philip  Wickinson  4  dolls.  Dan'  Aysault  £16.  5.  0 

Jabez  Bowen  Esq  £16.  5.  0  Benj.  Bowen 

May  U-  I  Carried  the  account  of  the  above  money  received  oi 
these  persons,  into  my  Ledger: 

August  24.  1763  admitted  Col.  Elizer  Talcott, 
Solomon  Avery  1  whole  Share,  Humphrey  Avery  1  whole  Share 
Humphrey  Avery      "     "     "  do  "     "        "         " 

The  above  four  Shares  were  in  lieu  of  four  receipts,  made  to 
.John  Rapilie's  children,  that  were  given  and  destroyed. 

S.  Gray  Clerk. 

An  account  of  Money  received  by  S.  Gray,  from   the    lO'*"  of 
Novem.  1754,  to  the  6'"  of  Decern.  1754  : 


Aaron  Crery 
Moses  Fish 
Edward  Mott 
Christopher  Avery 
Geo.  Avery 
Wm.  Crery 
Jos.  Billings  Jun' 
Nathan  Kenney 
Thomas  Kenney  Jun' 
Gideon  Kenney 
Jo"  Randall  Esq' 
Chas  Harris  Esq' 
Abraham  Petti  bone 
Timothy  Moses 
Peter  Swetland 
Johnathan  Harris 
Daniel  Early  (or  Ely) 
John  Strong,  Leb° 
Miles  Coleman 
Arnos  Stafford 
John  Buckliu 
Benjamin  Colvin 
Thomas  Stedman 
J°  Howard 
Jacob  Simonds  3 
Ab.  Snow  Jun' 
Jacob  Case 
Beriah  Brown 
Kben  Watson 


2  dolls 

Manasseth  Minor 

2 

2     " 

John  Kinney 

2 

2     •' 

Rob.  Crery  Jun' 

2 

1      " 

Benj"  Avery 

2 

2     " 

Oliver  Crery 

2 

1     " 

Spencer  Kenney 

2 

2     " 

Henry  Huit 

2 

2      " 

Obadiah  Rhodes  J  un' 

2 

2     " 

Thomas  Fish 

2 

2      " 

Benj"  Pierce 

2 

2      '• 

Jehn°  Randall  Esq 

2 

2      " 

William  Sheldon 

2 

1      " 

Richard  Cook 

I 

1      " 

Elizah  Wells 

1 

2     " 

Joshua  Ransom 

2 

2     " 

Mark  Leavenworth 

3 

2      " 

Isaac  Gallop 

2 

2      " 

Timothy  Seymour 

2 

2      '-' 

Simeon  Draper 

2 

2      " 

Eliphalet  Ensign 

2 

2     " 

Samuel  Drown 

2 

2      " 

Jacob  Hendsdel 

2 

2      " 

James  Stedman 

2 

2      " 

Stephen  Fuller  Jun' 

2 

1      " 

Pawl  Holt 

2 

1      " 

Abiel  Abbott 

3 

1      " 

Rob'  Hazard  Esqr 

2 

2      " 

John  Wright 

2 

2     " 

David  Waters 

2 

dolls 
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lisiiitc  Shepherd 

3 

dolls  Wm.  Parkes 

2 

dolls 

Daniel  Downing 

2 

"       Stephen  RaiJdle 

2 

Thomas  Steavens 

2 

"       Thonms  Pierce 

2 

Eli  Colton, 

1 

"       Nath'  Loomis 

1 

Lemuel  Stoiighton 

2 

"       Ephraiin  Harris 

1 

Lebuis  Harris 

2 

"       John  Leavenworth 

2 

John  Cooke 

2 

Kph"  Taylor 

2 

Abram  Thompson 

2 

"       Sam'Duran  of  Scituate 

2 

Thomas  Mansfield 

2 

"        Geo.  Dorraiice  "     " 

2 

John  MontgoTnery  Junr 

•  2 

"       Michael  Doilis    "     " 

2 

James  Dixon  J  un' 

2 

Matthew  Patrick 

2 

Silas  Helme 

3 

"       Dute  Gerald 

2 

Jacob  Lisco 

1 

"       John  Reynolds 

2 

Jonathan  Reynolds 

2 

"       John  Reynolds  Jun 

2 

Jonoathan  Nickols 

2 

"       Daniel  Alden  Esq 

1 

Jabez  Jones 

2 

"       John  Jenkins 

2 

Jacob  Patrick 

o 

■J 

"       ^'Joseph  Easton 

2 

Noah  Grant 

2 

"       Joseph  Phillips 

2 

Hugh  Kennedy 

2 

"       Joseph  Kyle 

2 

Abijah  Cady 

2 

"       Sam'  Donant 

2 

\Vm.  Jackson 

2 

*'        Gershom  Dorrance 

2 

Edward  Evans 

2 

"       John  Dorrance 

2 

RoJHr  Wolcott  Jun'  Esq 

2 

Col.  Sam'  Talcott 

o 

K/.ekiel  Peirce  Esq 

2 

"       Capt.  Thos.  Seymour 

2 

iJ^TThomas  Burt 

2 

"       Jolin  Reed 

1 

Elnathan  Walker 

2 

"       Eliakim  Walker 

o 

John  Smith  Esq 

2 

"       Bartholeraew  Arthur 

2 

Thomas  Wiley 

2 

*'       J.  Montgomery 

2 

Rob.  Dixon  Keq 

2 

"       John   Regwin 

2 

Adam  Kasson 

2 

"       Sam'  Kasson 

2 

.»      V 

James  Wilson 

2 

Sam'  M'^Farland    ~ 

2 

Noah  Briggs 

2 

"       Johnatiian  Mary 

2 

John  Camble 

2 

"       Francis  Colgrove 

2 

John  Wiley  Jun' 

2 

Hugh  Wiley 

2 

Wm.  Williams 

2 

"       Hugh  Wiley  .Tun 

2 

(ravin  Miller 

2 

"       Alexander  Gaston 

2 

Wm.  Huston 

2 

"       Alexander  Inman 

1 

Jas.   Montgomery 

2 

"       Jn  Dixon 

2 

Richard  Thornton 

2 

Stephen  Gardner 

2 

Stephen  Harding 

2 

"       .Tohn  Newton 

2 

Daniel  Foot 

1 

"       .John  Abbe 

2 

Thos.  Anderson 

2 

Pinuel  Bowen 

2 

Josiah  Cowles 

2 

Patrick  M^Nalley 

2 

John  Fish 

2 

John  MacDole 

2 

Pierce  Golden 

2 

"       Sam'  Handa 

1 

Jal>ez  Bowen  Esq 

2 

"       Benj.  Bowen 

2 
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John  Humphrey  Esq 
John  Webster 
Nathaniel  Wales  Esq 
Alen  Wiley 
Dute  Gerrold 


Pierce  Tracey 
Jedediah  Pay 

Sam'  Chandler  Esq 

Christ.  Crary 
Amos  StaflFord  Junr 
Jos.   Bucklin 
John  Rice 
Joseph.  Alexander 
Sam'  Douglass 
John  Campbell  3 
Oliver  Babcock 
John  Hunter 
Joseph  Lippert 
Benj.  Park 
Ch.  Foot 
Daniel  Foot 
Henry  Beiss 
Joseph  Parkhurst 
ThoiaaH  Mansfield 


Capt  Caleb  Hyde 
Mr  Elijah  Hyde 
Gideon  Hibbard 
John  Spencer  Jun' 
Ebenezer  Bibbins 
Eleazer  Grosvenor 
Jacob  Simond 
Nathaniel  Warner 
Bernard  Dixon 
Eleazer  Fitch  Esq"" 
Elijah  Brigham 
Joshua  Elderkin 
Benajah  Bill 
Lemuel  Smith 
Nathaniel  Dajiiels 


2  dolls  Ebenezer  Griffen  8  dolls 

2     "       Benj.  Pomeroy  3  " 

2     "       Nath' Wales  Junr  2  " 

2     "       Alex'  Walcot  Esq  3  " 

2  "  Abram  Thompson  5  " 
5     " 

Dec  7,  1754. 

2     "       John"  Sawyer  1  " 

1  " 

Dec  10,  1754. 

2  dolls.  Heirs  of  Wm.  Chandler 

[Esq     2  " 

1  "       Ebenezer  Larnard  2  " 

2  "  Rowland  Barton  2  " 
2  "  Elnathan  Walker  '  2  " 
1  "  Sam'  Hunter  2  " 
1  "  James  Douglass  2  " 
1     "       James  Campbell  Junr     1  " 

1  "       James  Wiley  2  " 

2  "  Thomas  Stewart  2  " 
2  "  Robert  Hunter  3  " 
2     •'       Miles  Jordan  2  " 

2  "       Benj-  Park  Junr  1  " 

3  "  John  Kellogg  2  " 
2     "       Ebenezer  Wright  2  " 

1  "  Benj°  Collins  2  " 
5  "  Joseph  Parkhurst  2  " 
k     " 

Dec  19,  1754. 

2  dolls.  Capt.  Ebenezer  Leach  2  " 
2     "       Joseph  Follet  2  " 

1  "       Elias  Frink  2  " 

2  '•       Joseph  Babcock  1^    " 

1  "       Gadathan  Sim  >n  1  " 

2  "       John  Grosvener  2  " 

1  "       Zebulon  Hibbard  1  " 

2  "  Moses  Barnet  2  " 
2  "  Joshua  Reed  1  " 
2     "       James  Tracy  1  " 

1  "       Daniel  Stoiighton  2  " 

2  "  Sarah  Huntington  2  " 
1.=^    "       Joseph  Worrell  2  " 

1  '■       Gideon  Bingham  2  " 

2  "       Josiah  Bingham  Junr     2  " 
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Martin  Howard  Esq 
Joseph  Walden 
Neheiniah  Backer 
John  Johnson  Junr 
Josei>h  Arnoli] 
Jolinathan  StrickJin 
David  Dodge 
Consider  Tiffany 
■^"Josepli  Biirt 
Benj"  Sheffield 
'^'Stephen  Beck  with 
Chas.  Dewey 
Simeon  Dean 
Noah  Gilbreth 
Joseph  Moffit 
Ebenezer  Cheeney 
Jonathan  Baker 
Win  S wetland 
Jeremiah  Ross 
Francis  Hawley 
Daniel  Kellogg 


2  dolls  Jacob  Dana  Esq 


3 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
3 
2 
o 

2 

2 

1 

2 
2 

1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 


Noah  Webster 
Dr.  iUoffit 
Edward  Waldo 
Stephens  Jenkins 
Thomas  Jones 
James  Ely 
Nathl"  Emraerson 
tr-Elisha  Scovell 
John"  Hamilton 
Elijah  Johnson 
Ebenezer  Tiffany 
Ephrame  Dean 
Jabez  Dean 
John  Sheet 
Phineas  Lewis 
Jedediah  Fay 
Joseph  Skinner 
Al.  Phelps  Esq 
David  Mills 
Charles  Dewey 


1  dolls 


3 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

8 

2 

2 


t     doll 
9  dolla 


May  1 6,  1 755.     Carried  all  back  of  this  into  m v"^  Ledger 
Joseph  Warren  i    doll.  Thos.  Mansfield 

Jeremiah  Mason  2     "       tirindall  Rawson  ,^„,,„ 

An  account  of  the  monies  paid  to  me,  one  of  the  commit 
tee  agreeable  to  the  vote  of  the  Susqh-  Company  at  their  meet- 
ing at    Hartford  Nov.  20,  1754,  with   the  names  of  the  persons 
that  have,  and  the  number  of  dollars  that  each  particular  per 
son  has  paid.   Annexed  is  their  respective  names,  as  followeth  ■ 


Ebenezer  Williams 
Abraham  Harding 
Capt  Wm.  Whitney 
Robert  Kenedy 
Benj  Geer 
Sam'  Walworth 
Chri.st.  Stark 
Stephen  Billings 
Oliver  Spencer 
Benj°  Giles 
John  Baldwin 
Johnathan  Jennings 
Sam' Hyde 
Isaac  Tracy  Jun' 


2  dolls.  Thomas  Boles 

1  "  John  Grant 

2  "  Sam'  Reed 
2  "  Jacob  Geer 

1  "  James  Perkins 

2  "  Thos.  Wallworth 
2  *'  Thos.  Wells      - 
2  "  Nath'  I>arke 

2  "  Thos.   Giles 

2  "  Sam'  Tracy 

2  '•  Isaac  Sal)bin  Jun 

2  "  Sam'Hunn 

2  "  Benj"  Wentworth 

2  "  Benedict  Arnold 


Martin  Howard  Esq  of  Rhode  Island 
John  Bliss  2  dolls.   Abel  Clark 

Thomas  Branch  Jun'       2 


2  dolls. 

1 

1 

I 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 


Capt.  Phillips  Turner   2 
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John  Wood 
Phineas  Holden 
Joseph  White 
Ebenezer  Grover  Junr 
Wm  Lathrop 
Joseph  Tracy  Jun 
John  Birchard  ^'^ 
Elijah  Backus 
John  Dean  of  Salsbury 
John  Choat 
'?^Obediah  Gore 
Eph°  Bell 
David  Palmer 
Seth  Alden 


2  dolls   Jeremiah  Clements         2    dolls 

2       "       Herbert  Pride  2 

2      "       Elisha  Tracy  2 

2       "       Hezekiah  HuniphreyEsq  2        " 


2  "  Solomon  Hambleton 

2  "  Abel  Griswold 

2  "  John  Reed 

2  •'  Simon  Barkus 

2  "  John  Birchard 

2  "  Gideon  Haskell 

2  "  CSTSam'  Gore 

2  "  Johnathan  Hall 

1  "  John  Young 

2  "  Rachel  Wilner 


Dan'  Ayrault  Jun'  of  Rhode  Island 


Isaac  Tracey  2  dolls. 

Seth  Smith  2  " 

Gershom  Bread  2  " 

Gershom  Hintley  2  " 

Benj°  Park  2  " 

Joseph  Griswold  2  " 

Daniel  Lathorn  2  " 

Asa  Waterman  2  " 

Daniel  Rockwell  2  " 

John  Whitney  2 

Daniel  Lothrop  7  " 

John  FJderkin  2  " 


J.   Edgarton 
Isaac  Warner 
Dan'  Dewey 
Jacob  Kimball 
Christopher  Palmer 
Abner  Avery 
John  Williams 
Simeon  Huntington 
John  Hough 
George  Dannis 
Ebenezer  Baldwin 
Isaac  Woodworth 


Capt  Philip  Wilkinson  of  Rhode  Island  2 

Recorded  and  Compared  by  Sam'  Grey  clerk. 

Isaac  Tracy  one  of  the  Committee— Martin  Howard  having 
pd  his  2  dolls  to  me,  I  have  pd.  these  menf  in  this  account 
of  Mr  Tracy's  back  to  Isaac  Woodward,  S.  Gray. 

(This  is  written  on  the  side  of  (he  Original.) 

Money  reC^   by  Oliver  Woolcot  Esqr  an  1  paid  to  Geo.   Wvllys 
Esqr  Since  Nov.  1753  viz  : 
Elisha  Sheldon 
Francis  Gittan 
Johnathan  Smith 
Eben  Marsh 
Barnabas  Hatch 
Caleb  Wheeler 
Oliver  Sanford 
David  Whitney 
Doc.  Horseford 
Nehemiah  Lewis 


2  dolls. 
2       " 

Joshua  Gittean 
Ebenezer  Lewi.s 

2  dolls. 

7       " 

2       " 
2       " 
2       " 

Increase  Mosely 
Thos.  Parmalee 
Reuben  Swift 

2 

2      '• 
2       '• 

1  " 

2  " 

John  Waugh 
Sam'  Hutchinson 

1  *• 

2  " 

2       " 

Jo.Khua  Whitney 

2       " 

3       " 
1       " 

Turbal  Whitney 
S'  Orton 

2      " 
2       " 
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Azariah  Orton 
Hezekiah  Orron 
John  Stull 
Peter  Garnsey 
John  Meiner 
Josiah  r>ean 
Lemuel  Taylor 
Sam'  Gordon 
Barilla  Hindy 
Robert  Hannah 
Archibald  Kasson 
Tim  Koss 
Thos.  Little 
Sam'  Slaughter 
Hezekiah  Hooker  J 
Jas.  Baldwin 
Seth  Kent 
Colton  Fletcher 
S  >I.  (irant 
Wm.  Fellows 
David  Bid  well 
Wm.  Buck 
Amos  Pierce 
James  Beard 
Johnathan  Buck 

Litchlield— May  '2, 
by  said  Company  27 


2 

dolls  Lemuel  Orton 

o 

2 

"       Hezekiah  Hooker 

2 

1 

Elisha  Stull 

1 

2 

"       Thos.   Borter 

1 

o 

Jehiel  Barnum 

2 

2 

"       Asa  Douglass 

2 

1 

Sam'  Jackson 

1 

1 

Sam'  Church 

1 

0 

James  Hanch 

1 

1 

"        James  Kasson 

2 

2 

Rich'i  Peet 

2 

2 

Tim  Avert 

1 

1 

Silas  Stone 

2 

•> 

Daniel  Perry 

2 

un      1 

"       Cxideon  Morris 

1 

1 

Sam'  Douglass 

1 

2 

"       Sam'  Lee 

2 

1 

Nathn'  Barney 

2 

2 

Leffy  Newell 

2 

2 

Thos.  Fellows 

1 

1 

"       Abel  Barnes 

1 

') 

"       Wm  Whitney 

2 

2 

€^Eben  Andrews 

2 

2 

Matthew  Patrick 

2 

2 

Ebene..er  Fletcher 

— 

,  175/5  ce 

irtified  by  Oliver  Woolcot 

appoi 

'"■  Novem.  1754. 

2  dolls 


inted 


_J[ 


Hartford,  May,  17/5. 
Att.  Voted  that  the  Committee  be  Empowered,  and  desired, 
to  pursue  our  address  to  the  Gen'  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut,  on  behalf  of  this  Company,  for  their  Countenance 
and  approbation  of  the  Erecting  of  a  new  Colony  at  Susque- 
hanna, and  of  our  application  to  his  Majesty  for  that  purpose, 
that  the  said  Committee  do  as  far  as  conveniently  may  be,  em- 
ploy a  Suitable  number  of  pei-sons  to  go  in  concurrence  with 
the  Indians,  of  whom  they  purchased,  to  erect  Monuments  at 
the  Northeast  &  Southeast  Corners,  of  the  land  already  pur- 
chased of  said  Indians— That  said  Committee  procure  to  belaid 
out  a  township,  or  townships,  and  admit  Settlers,  thereon, 
up(m  such  terms  and  under  such  regulations  as  they  shall  jude-e 
most  advantageous  for  the  Company,  and  safe  for  the  Settlers  — 
that  they  be  emj)owered  to  build  and  erect  a  sufficient  fortifica- 
tion, a  Gristmill  and  Sawmill ;  at  the  charge  of  the  Company, 
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in  snch  Town,  place  or  places,  as  shall  appear  to  them  necessary 
foj-  the  encouragement  and  Security  of  the  lirst  settleis. 

TJiat  the  Committee  be  Empowered  to  make  any  further  ad- 
ditional purchase  of  lands  for  the  benefit  of  the  Company,  and 
for  the  Enlarj^ement  of  the  said  i)roposed  new  colony,  and  take 
new  and  further  deeds  and  conveyances  for  the  same  from  the 
Indians,  in  Ihe  names  of  the  respactive  proprietors  or  members 
oi  said  Company;  that  a  reasonable  address  be  made  to  his 
Slajesty  for  Royal  j^rant  and  Confirmation  of  a  sufficient  tract 
of  lands  to  said  Company,  and  his  approbation  and  Encoura{?e- 
ment  of  our  undertaking;  ;  and  to  incorporate  the  said  (Company 
witn  a  charter  of  privileges,  immunities,  and  governmenl,  in 
form  as  near  as  may  be,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  said  Colony 
of  Connecticut. 

That  in  order  thereto,  a  proper  address  from  the  chiefs  of  the 
six  nations  of  Indians  be  procured. 

Voted,  that  Col.  Sam'  Talcott  and  Capt.  Thomas  Seymour 
be  added  to  the  present  Committee,  jointly  with  them  to  ar- 
range and  Conduct  this  affair. 

The  above  votes  on  this  page  were  passed  at  Hartford  May 
IT.jo.     Teste  Sam'  Gray  clerk. 

N.  B. — An  interval  of  five  years  Avithout  a  meeting. 


At  a  meetinj?  of  the  Susquehanna  Company  legally  warned 
and  lield  at  Hartford,  March  12,  17G0,  Col.  Sam'  Talcott  Moder- 
ator S.  Gray,  clerk. 

Daniel  Edwards  Esq  Capt.  Elisha  Shelding,and  Sam'  Gray,are 
appointed  a  committee  to  call  all  such  persons  as  have  been  re- 
ceiving of  money  for  this  Company,  to  render  an  account 
thereof,  and  to  lay  the  said  accounts  before  this  Company  at  its 
next  meeting. 

Voted  that  the  clerk  of  this  Company,  make  an  AlphaVietical 
roll  of  all  the  proprietors,  and  send  one  to  each  of  the  follow- 
ing persons,  viz. 

To  Isaac  Tracy  of  Norwich,  to  Solomon  Darling  Esq  of  New 
Haven,  to  Capt.  Elisha  Shelding  of  Litchfield,  to  Sam'  Talcott 
Esq  of  Hartford,  &  to  Sam'  Rowland  of  Fairfield. 

Voted,  that  Sam'  Gray  of  Windham,  be  added  to  the  present 
Committee,  in  the  room  of  the  Hon.  Roger  Wolcott  Esq  de- 
ceased. 

And  it  i:j  recommended  in  this  meeting,  that  the  present 
Committee, with  all  expedition  carry  into  Execution  the  several 
betrustments  reposed  in  them  by  the  former  votes  of  this  Com- 
pany. 

Upon  the   Motion  of  Mr  Isaac  Tracy  of  Norwich  voted,  that 
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the  present  (Jomiiiittee,  treat  with  the  Coininittee  ox  the  Dela- 
ware purchase,  with  respect  to  joining,  sending  Iionie  to  Eng- 
land (fee,  and  make  report  to  thiri  Company  at  their  next  Meet- 
ing. 

V'^oted,  that  the  present  Committee  take  into  just  Considera- 
tion, Mr.  Asliley's  and  Mr.  Pride's  account  of  any  disburse- 
ments made  l)y  them  for  this  Company,  and  make  such  allow- 
ance to  them  out  of  the  Companj  s  ujoney,  as  they  shall  judge 
just  and  reasonable. 

The  following  persons  were  admitted  by  Thomas  Darling 
Esq— in  the  year  1T55  by  order  of  the  present  committee— viz : 

Timothy  Allen  of  N.  Haven 1  share, 

Solomon  Moss  of  "  1        " 

Sam,  Dai'ling  "  1         " 

Dan'  Humphrey      Darby         1 

James  Baldwin  "  .        .^ 

8am'  Plum  "  i 

Al)el  <^iun  "  I 

Joseph  Hull  "  ^        " 

Richard  Mansfield       "  '  ....  4        " 

Daniel  Wooster  "  h        " 

John  Wooster  "  h        " 

lienj.   Bates  " .  ^        " 

Gideon  Perry  "  h        " 

Harry  Wooster  "  4         " 

John  Riggs  Esq A 

Jon"  Miles.  "  i 

John  French  "  i         " 

Nathan  Curtice,  Woodbury 4        " 

Ei)en'^  Strong  *'  | 

Truman  Hinman,         "  1        *' 

Sam'  Hinman  "  ,    .    .    .  1        ** 

Wm.  Clarke,  Darbe 1         '• 

Ager  Tomlinson  "  1 

Sam'  Tomlinson  " 4 

Nathan  Alien.  N.  Haven, a        " 

Theophilus  Goodvear  "  ^        <■>■ 

Josiah  Curtis,  Stratford 1        " 

Tiin^  Pennington,  N.  Haven 1         " 

Eleazer  Hinman  *'  1        •» 

James  Parker  "  1         •' 

Sam'  Mansfield  and  Stephen  Allen  &c 1        " 

Sam' Wooster  of  Darbe, |        •» 

John  Grillin  "  .    .        i        ♦« 

Josiah  Woodhouse,  N.  Haven ^        " 

Jacob  Pints,  "  ^        *» 
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Dan' Hubbard  *'  \  share, 

Atuos  Hitchcock  "  j 

And"  Graham  Woodbury, 1 

David  Wooster,  N.  Haven,     1        " 

Benj  HuHierville  "  . 1        " 

Garwood  Cunningham,  Woodbury, 1 

Tlios  Darling  Esq 1 

John  RUiott,  N.  Haven 1 

Hugh  Fredrick,  Westford A 

Philo  Mills,  Darbe i 

Bam'Shelton,  Stratford I 

James  Shelton  "  i 

Voted,  that  all  these  persons  that  actually  paid  their  money 
to  the  present  Committee  in  the  year  1755,  to  Thos.  Darling 
Esq  by  their  order,  to  the  amount  of  9  dolls,  for  a  whole  right, 
shall  be  and  are  hereby  admitted  as  proprietors  in  the  Susque- 
hanna purchase,  and  their  names  are  ordered  to  be  enrolled 
with  the  said  proprietors — Adjourned  without  day. 

Teste  S.  Gray  clerk. 

Dec  7,  1758.  Eleazer  Whitsman  of  Bridgewater  for  a  whole 
right,  receiv'd  by  Roger  Wolcott  Etqr,  Teste  S.  Gray  clerk. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq*  Company,  legally  warned  and  held 
at  Windham  Feb  35,  1761. 

Eliphalet  Dyer  Esij  Moderator,  S.  Grey  clerk. 

Voted,  that  Col.  Thos.  Trumbull,  Col.  Sam'  Talcott.  Major 
Jedediah  Elderkin,  Mr.  Thomas  Darling,  Col.  Eliphalet  Dyei-, 
Capt.  Elisha  Shelden,  Mr  John  Smith,  Capt.  Uriah  Steavens, 
Mr.  Wm.  Clark,  &  Mr.  Humphreys,  be  a  committee  to  join 
with  such  gentlemen  as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Delaware 
Company,  to  meet  and  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  joining 
said  Company,  in  an  application  to  his  Majesty  for  grants  &c. — 
and  prepare  such  drafts  as  they  shall  think  proper  to  lay  before 
this  meeting. 

Adjourned  to  9  of  the  Clock  to  morrow. 

Voted,  to  send  an  agent  to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  Feb 
27— Col.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  Maj  Jed"  Elderkin  and  Doc.  8am' 
Gray,  appointed  a  committee  to  settle  accounts  with  the  Exec- 
utors of  John  Fitch  deceased. 

Voted,  that  there  shall  be  two  persons  in  each  County,  to 
call  all  persons  that  have  l)een  receiving  of  money  for  the  Com- 
pany, to  account  &  settle  with  them  viz — Thomas  Seymour, 
Benj"  Paine,  in  the  County  of  Hartford,  John  Whitney,  Daniel 
Lyman  in   the   County  of   New  Haven,  Hezekiah   Humphreys 
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Esq,Doo.  Elisha  Tracy,  in  the  County  of  New  London— Nathaniel 
Wales  .lunr.  Esq. ,  Sam.  Webb,  in  the  County  of  Windham. 
Elisha  Rheldinj^,  Increase  Mosely  Esq  in  the  County  of  Litch- 
field, and  make  a  return  of  such  accounts  when  settled  and  ad- 
justed to  the  clerk  of  this  company. 

Voted,  that  Jonathan  Trumbull  Esq,  Hezekiah  Humphreys 
Esq,  John  Smith  Esq.,  Thos.  Darling  Esq,  and  Elisha  Shelding 
Addition    to    the    Esq,  be,  and  they  are  hereby  added  to  tlio  Gen' 

Genl  Committee.  Committee. 

Upon  the  representation  made  by  the  Rev<^  Mr.  Grindall  Raw- 
son  to  this  meeting,  that  he  was  early  one  of  them,  l)ut  failing 
of  his  name  being  enrolled  Avith  tiie  first— Voted,  that  on  his 
paying  U  dollars,  he  shall  be,  and  is  admitted— Mr.  Grindall 
Rawson  paid  0  dollars  and  is  admitted-  pd  to  the  Clerk. 

Proposed  in  this  meeting  to  receive  in  more  proprietors,  the 
consideration  of  which  is  referred  to  the  meeting. 

Voted,  that  the  choice  of  an  agent,  and  matters  relating 
thereto,  l)e  referred  to  the  adjourned  meeting,  which  Is  pro- 
posed to  be,  on  the  8rli  day  of  April  next,  as  also  the  considera- 
tion of  this  Company's  promoting  or  sending  settlers  on  the 
Susquehanna  land. 

This  meeting  is  adjourned  to  Wednesday  the  8'"  day  of  April 
next  at  this  place,  at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon.  If  that 
day  happens  to  be  the  public  fast  day,  then  the  next  day. 

'  Teste  S.  Gray,  clerk. 


Windham  April  9,       ^t  a  meeting  of  the  Susq"  Company  at  Wind- 
iTGi.  '    ham  April  I),  1 7G1 — Voted,  that  the  agent  chosen 

by  this  Company  to  make  application  for  a  grant  &c,  if  he  also 
be  chosen  to  represent  the  Delaware  Company  so  called,  for  the 
same  purpose,  as  to  those  lands  purchased  by  them ;  be  iut 
structed  to  address  his  Majesty  in  some  proper  method,  either 
by  joint,  or  several  memorials  as  he  shall  be  advised  will  best 
answer  the  designs  of  both— That  the  Susq^"  and  Delaware  pur- 
chases be  incorporated  and  made  into  one  Civil  Government 
&c  ;  though  eacb  Company  to  hold  distinct  proprietors  accord- 
ing to  their  respective  purchases,  and  to  that  end  that  each 
Company  Endeavor  to  pitch  upon  one  and  the  same  person 
for  an  agent,  and  that  said  agent  both  as  to  liis  salary,  and  Sup- 
port, as  well  as  Everything  needful  to  Exj)end  in  order  to  for- 
ward the  designs  of  said  Company,  each  of  which  he  is  equally 
to  represent  and  act  for  ;  be  at  the  joint  Cost  of  said  companies, 
and  in  such  proportion,  that  the  Susquehanna  Company  pay 
two  thirds,  and  the  Delaware  Co,  one  third  thereof. 
The  above  voted 
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And  in  order  to  raise  sufficient  Stock  for  the  support  of  an 
agent  &c.,  there  be  200  more  whole  shares  added— and  Subscrip- 
tion lierefor  taken  in  at  the  j-ate  of  £8.  0.  0  for  a  whole  Sliare. 
and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  in  each  C'oiinty  of  this 
Colony,  to  admit  proprietors,  and  receive  the  money,  and  the 
same  as  soon  as  collected,  to  deliver  to  the  Treas.  of  said  Com- 
pany, and  tliat  tlie  number  affixed  for  each  of  said  Counties  for 
admission  be,  viz- 

Thc  County  of  Hartford  33 

The  County  of  New  Haven  33 
Tlie  County  of  New  London  34 
The  County  of  Fairfield  33 

The  County  of  Windham  34 

The  County  of  Litchfield  33 

And  that  Major  Elijur  Talcott,  Daniel  Lyman  Esq,  Mr.  Isaac 
Trac/,  Mr.  Zach*  Clark,  Nathan'  Wales  Junr,  and  Elistia  Sheid- 
ing  Esq.  be  a  cominittee  to  take  in  subscriptions  according  to 
the  above  vote,  and  their  return  make  of  the  Money  reC'  to  the 
Treas.,  and  the  names,  to  the  Clerk  of  the  said  Company  by 
the  20^'' day  of  May  next. 

And  that  there  be,  and  remain,  50  wliole  shares  over 
and  above  the  said  200,  not  to  bo  disposed  of  by  said  Commit- 
tee, but  to  be  and  remain  for  special  purposes,  to  bo  disposed 
of  when,  and  to  whom  it  may  be  thought  most  for  tlie  l)enefit 
of  the  Company,  and  the  dispoaal  of  which  to  be  under  the  ad- 
vice and  direction  of  the -Gen'  Committee. 

„    ,-  „.  »  ,       Voted,  that    Eliphalet  Dver    Esq,   bo  and  is 

E.    Dyer  appomteu  '  *^  '  ^' 

agent  to  Great  Bri-  hereby  appointed  agent  for  this  Company,  with 

convenient    speed   to  repair  to    the   Court    of 

Great  Britain,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  with  the  powers  and 

authorities  to  be  signed  by  the  committee  hereafter  appointed. 

Voted,  that  the  salary  of  the  agent  be  at  the  rate  of  £150 
SterHng  par  annum,  and  that  whatever  ho  may  Expend  as 
agent  aforesaid,  be  at  the  cost  of  the  Company,  and  by  them 
advanced  and  paid  ;  his  said  salary  and  proper  expense:^  at  the 
Company's  charge,  to  commence  on  his  leaving?  his  own  liomo 
on  his  intended  voyage  to  Great  Britain,  in  the  purposes  afore- 
said, andi  to  continue  till  his  return;  also  a  reasonable  allow- 
ance for  bis  time  spent  in  the  service  before  Iiis  embarkation, 
be  raado  by  the  Gen'  Committe:;,  and  to  be  paid  him,  and  that 
said  agenjt  be  forwarded  with  all  convenient  speed. 

All  abovo  voted. 

Voted,  also,  that  .Tohnathan  Trumbull  Esqr,  Hezekiah  Hum- 
phreyB  Esq,  Dan'  Edwards  Esq,  S.  Gray  Esq  Major  Jed.  Elder- 
kin,  Geo.  W^yllysEsq,  Capt.  Thomas  Seymour  &  Thomas  Darling- 
Esqr,  or  any  five  of  those  be  a  Committee,  in  order  to  collect 
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ali  such  materials,  and  make  all  necessary  preparations  that 
may  in  the  least  manner  furnish  said  agent  to  prosecute  said 
affair,  and  to  give  letter  of  Attorney  or  procuration,  to  tlie 
agent,  and  also  tliat  they  give  him  proper  instructions,  and 
they  accomplish  the  same,  if  possible  within  two  months. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  i)roprietors  taken  in  by  Eh'sha 
Shelding  Esq  : 

John  Orton  Sold  to  Ashahel  Buck 
Elisha  Swift  sold  to  Hezekiah  Gold 

Benj.  Yalf,  Isaac  I^ull,  Hezekiah  Orton \  ^^ole  shares 
James  Runnels—  ) 

John  Mitchell-  Ebenezer  Taylor  Junr.  — half  shares — Entered 
here  Aug  27,  17C1. 

Proprietors  taken  in  by  Zachariah  Clark  : 


John  Cluckston 
Treat  Mills 
Thadeus  Shelton 
Ebenezer  Lyon  Junr 
Entered  here  August  1761. 


John  Banks  Junr 
David  Crawford 
Zachariah  Tomlinson  Junr 
Beach  Tomlinson  (^  share) 
Eliakim  Hyde 

Proprietors  taken  in  by  Major  Eliger  Talcott : 
John  Armstead,  Josiah  Talcott,  John  Elsworth  ] 

John  Liveland,  Joseph  Andrews,  Ephraim  Hollister  j 
John  Kirby,  Elisha  HoUister,  Israel  Talcott, 
Gideon  Porter,  Benj  Ellery        }  ^^^^  ^^^^^^^ 
John  Goodrich,  Ezekiel  Grant) 

Entered  here  August  1761. 

Proprietors  ta'ken  in  by  Nathaniel  Wales  Junr  Esq 


whole 
shares 


Geo.  Gordon 
Sam'  Gordon 
Zeph"  Perkins 
David  Leonard 
Sam'  Craft 
Capt.  Henry  Silsby 


Entered  here  August  28  1761. 
Proprietors  taken  in  by  Isaac  Tracy 


Capt.  John  Gardner 
Capt.  Christ  Gardner 
Sam'  Casey  Esq 
Joseph  Chew 
Silas  Lilly 

Ashabel  Webster  sold   to 
John  Paine 


Dudley  Woodbridge 
Humphrey  Avery  Esq 
Christ"  Avery 
Christ"  Avery  Junr 
Thomas  Giles 
Wm  Avery 
Jos.  Hurlburt 
Wm  Avery 


Sam'  Avery 
James  Avery 
Eben  Backus  Esq 
Mich'  Cook  Esq 
Zab  Rogers 
Rev.  Mr.  Davis  Jewilt 
Humphrey  Avery 
Jero  Harrington 


whole 
shares 


i  shares 

J, 


whole 
shares 


Sol.  Avery,  Latham  Avery,  Humph.  Avery, 
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•Jg'Prince  Alden  Azariah  Lathrop 

James  Haughton  Amos  Geer 

George  Palton  Rev.  Mr.  John  Barber 

\Vm.  Gallop  Paul  Woodbridge 

Nath' Gallop  VVm.  Morgan  ^shares 

Ebenezer  Thomas  Sam'  Guild  I 

Abijah  Palmer  Maj.  John  Purkee  j 

Dan'  Morgan  Theoohilus  Rogers  | 

Dan'  Douglass  Richard  Mather  j 

Entered  Oct.  20  1761. 

Proprietors  1a,ke«  in  by  Capt.  Sheldon  since  his  last  return  : 

Roger  Brownson whole  share, 

Rev.  Mr.  Steph  Johnson 

John  Mitchell  Jun k 

Sam'EnoJunr i 

David  Johnson  of  N.  Jersey 1 

Entered  here  July  0  1762. 

Account  of  persons  taken  in  by  Timothy  Woodbridge  Esq  in 
the  year  1755: 

David  Pixley,  Josiah  Jones  Junr,  Sara'  Brown,  Sam'  Brown 
Junr,  Elihu  Parsons,  John  Pixley,  Isaac  Vandoresum,  John 
Williams,  Amos  Kellog,  whole  shares  Warnham  Williams, 
Israel  Fortune— 1  share  in  Comp-'. 

Entered  liere  Jan^  1762. 


Hartford Jannarye.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq»  Compy  at  Hartford 
i'62.  Jany  5,  1762— Timothy  Woodbridge  Esq.  Mod- 

erator.    S.  Gray  clerk. 

Whereas,  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  Case  of 
the  Susq"  purchase  for  the  agent,  to  be  V)y  him  laid  before  his 
Majesty  for  his  confirmation  &c,  has  been  for  several  reasons 
delayed  till  this  time. 

It  is  now  voted,  that  the  Committee  shall  immediately  Com- 
pleat  the  preparation  of  the  Case,  in  the  best  manner  they  can, 
and  properly  attested,  and  after  taking  the  best  advice  they 
can,  to  transmit  the  Case  to  some  proper  person  in  Great  Brit- 
ain—and in  the  name  and  behalf  of  this  Company,  to  authorize 
and  Empower  him  to  appear  for  the  Comp^,  and  also  give  him 
proper  instructions  relative  thereto. 

Voted,  that  Jared  IngerFoll,  Timothy  Woodbridge,  John 
Smith  and  Job.  Randall  Esq^  be,  and  they  are  hereby  added 
to  the  Committee  for  preparing  the  Case. 

Voted,  that  the  major  part  of  the  Committee  appointed  t.o 
prepare  and  send  home  the    Case  of   said    purchase,  be,  and 
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they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  draw  out  of  the  Treasury  of  thia 
Coiiip^  for  that  purpose,  such  sums  of  money  as  they  shall  find 
needful  to  prosecute  the  same  to  effect. 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  and 
send  home  the  Case  of  said  purchase,  sliall  bo  a  Committee  to 
use  proper  means  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the  Indians  for  the 
admission  and  carrying  on  Settlements  on  the  lands,  and  trans- 
act any  other  affairs  that  shall  be  necessary'  for  the  settlement 
of  the  said  lands,  and  that  the  (committee  have  liberty  to  Em- 
ploy 100  men  for  that  purpose  at  the  Cost  of  this  Company. 

Voted,  that  Thomas  Fellows  shall  receive  of  the  Company's 
Money  for  the  use  of  1  he  heiis  of  Wm.  Fellows  late  of  Caanan 
deceased,  the  sum  of  £.">.  8.0  land  Money  for  a  mare  that  the 
said  Wm.  Fellows  Sold  to  Seth  Young  when  in  the  Company's 
Service. 

Disolved  this  meeting.       S.  Gray  clerk. 

Received  of  Isaac  IBennet  4}  dolls,  for  half  share  in  Susq^"  pur- 
chase— July  1755  p;^r  moEliphalet  l^yeroneof  the  Committee — 
Recorder  per  Sam'  Gray  clerk.  Persons  rec**  by  Elip'  Dyer  1755 
viz.  :  Capt.  Adonijah  Fitch,  Dan'  I  irch,  whole  shares — Capt. 
John  Bradford,  Josh.  Baker  Jun  h  shares  James  Baker  h  share — 
Dan'  Rogers. 

1751  taken  in  by  Stephen  Gardner — Ebenezer  Williams; 

Sam'  Gray's  account  against  the  Susq*  Companj' : 

2  Copies  for  Mr.  Stantly £  0.10.0 

2         "       "     Mr.  Gardner 12.0 

To  2  quires  of  paper 1.10.0 

To  2  days  writing  to  fit  Mr  Dyer  and  Mr.  Elderkin,  for 

their  Journey  &  record  votes 400.0 

To   1  day  more  fitting  papers  for  Mr.  Darling  &  Capt. 

Adams 8.00. 

To  }  doz  more  writing 1.00.0 

— Settling  act.  with  Journeying  Committee 2.00.0 

— 3}  days  in6rc  writing  for  Kaid  Company 3.00.0 

—1  day  settling  acct"  with  Mr.  Stantly  &  Co 2.10. 

— Settling  sundry  accounts 1.10.0 

£18.12.0 

Sam'  Gray  Dr.  to  the  Company  for  182}  dolls,  roc''  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Stantly,  and  £40.12.0  old  tenor  Equal  to  12  dollars— 
Feb  13  Rec'Jof  Mr.  Stantly  £40.0.0  old  tenor,  and  4  dolls,  for 
the  19  men's  advanced  dollars— entered  this  day  on  record— 
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Sam'  Crray  Dr.  to  the  (^Joiiip'  before  the  Com'™  set  out — 113  doll*' 


Oct  1 — delivered  to  the  jouriieyiiig  Committee  9D  doll.s. 

"  8—  "       Stephen  Gardner  13       " 


Ah  i>er  receipts  Jan^,  1754.  ]!3  doll.s 

1  sent  40  dolls,   by  Mr.  t^lderkin  to  Deacon  Woodbridfje  of  the 

last  money  received  by  me. 

Feb  13.     To  Cash   pd  Mr.  Thomas  Stantly  for  his  trouble  lii.s 

accounts  as  on  file  £40.0.0   old  tenor. 


Hero  begins  in  the  original  page  (1)  succeeding  that  (G2)  ap- 
parently a  second  book  thougli  sow  d  up  with  the  same- 
Hartford    May  13.        At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Susq" 
^''^--  purchase  iegaijy  warned  and  held  at  Hartford, 

May,  19,  17G3.     Col.W.  Whiting  Moderator— John  Jenkins  clerk. 

Voted,  for  the  promotion  and  encouragement  of  a  speedy 
beginning  of  a  settlemet  of  our  Susq^  purchase,  that  there  be 
liberty  for  100  of  the  purchasers  of  the  said  Susq^  purchase,  by 
themselves  personally,  and  not  by  substitutes,  to  enter  upon, 
and  under  the  Company  of  purchasers  of  the  said  purchase,  to 
hold  and  improve  a  tract  of  land  within  the  said  purchase  10 
miles  square,  Easterly  of,  and  adjoining  to  the  Susq"  Ki /er — 
which  said  tract  of  10  Miles  [Square,  shall  under  the  said  Com- 
pany by  the  said  100  men  in  equal  shares,  or  alike  proijortiona- 
ble  part  thereof  by  any  lesser  number  of  our  said  purchasers, 
be  held  and  improved  anti  be  to  them,  their  heirs  &c,  as  a 
gratuity  from  this  Company  over  and  above  their  respective 
siiares  in  the  rest  of  tlie  said  purchase,  with  this  promise,  and 
on  tlio  following  Conditions  &c,  no  other— viz— that  none  of  the 
said  persons  be  permitted  lo  enter  upon,  and  hold  the  said  10 
miles  square  of  land,  Except  such  only  as  shall  V)e  appointed  and 
aceepted  by,  and  be  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee  u,p- 
pointed  for  tliat  purpose.  — And  aLso,  that  the  said  Entrance  on 
the  said  10  miles  square  of  land,  be  made  within  4  months  of  this 
ti  me,  and  also  tliat  the  said  100  men,orsuchlessernumber  not  un- 
der 50,  v/ho  shall  so  Enter  upon  said  10  miles  square  of  land  within 
4  monthsof  the  time  as  afor.^said, shall  continue  thereon,  holding 
and  improvingthe  same  under  sail  C(impany,  for  and  duringlhc 
whole  terjii  and  time  of  five  years  next,  after  they  so  enter 
thereon  as  aforesaid — provided,  also,  that  if  any  or  all  of  the 
said  persons,  who  sliall  so  enter  thereon  as  aforesaid,  .shcdl  at 
any  time  during  the  said  5  years,  or  at  any  time  before  the 
■wliolo  matter  respecting  said  purchase  be  determined  distinct 
and  separate  from  the  rest  of  the  said  original  purchase,  quit 
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his,  or  their  pretentious  possessions  of  holdins^  and  imiiroving 
the  same  under  the  vest  of  the  said  Company  and  by  virtue 
of  the  original  purchase,  and  shall  make  any  manner  of  preten- 
tion of  holding  the  same  or  any  part  of  the  Susq"  purchase 
under  any  said  i>er.son  or  persons  wliatsoever,  tliat  then,  and 
in  tliat  case,  his  or  tiieir  Aviiole  separate  interest  in  the  afore- 
said 10  miles  square  of  land,  sliall  be  to  all  intents  and  jmr- 
poses  forfeited,  and  shall  revert  to  the  said  Co. 

Voted,  also,  that  the  sail  10  miles  square  of  land  be  taken 
up,  laiJ  out,  and  improved  in  such  manner  and  in  such  place 
within  said  purchase— i)rovided  it  be  Easterly  of,  and  adjoin- 
ing the  Susquehanna  River  as  aforesaid,  as  the  person,  who 
shall  so  enter  thei'eon  as  aforesaid,  shall  think  proper— And 
whereas.  Col.  E]ii)ha]et  Dyer  of  the  town  of  County  of  Wind- 
liaTH,  hath  heretofore  been  chosen  by  the  said  Company  of  the 
Susq"*  purchasers  an  agent  for  the  said  Company,  to  apply  to 
the  Court  of  Great  Britain  for  a  confirmation  of  the  said  pur- 
chase, to  be  by  the  said  Agent  laid  before  his  Majesty  for  his 
royal  confirmation,  and  hath  hitherto  delayed  for  several  rea- 
sons to  transmit  the  Same  by  the  Said  Agent,  to  the  Court  of 
Great  Britain — It  ij,  now  voted,  that  the  said  Committee  pro- 
ceed to  make  Complete  the  needful  preparations  of  the  said 
Case  in  the  best  manner  possiV^le,  and  y)roperly  attested— and 
after  taking  the  best  advice  and  transmitting  the  same  either 
by  the  said  agent  or  otherwise,  as  the  said  Committee  phali 
think  proper,  to  some  person  in  Great  Britain — and  in  <he 
name  and  behalf  of  the  said  Company,  to  authorize  and  Em- 
power him  to  appear  for  this  Company,  and  make  what  interest 
he  can  for  us  in  thisafi'air,  and  also  that  the  said  Company  shall 
from  time  to  time  transmit  to  him  all  proper  instruction,  rel- 
ative to  the  said  purchase,  as  the  occasion  shall  or  may  require, 
and  said  person  so  authorized  asaforesaid.toacquaintsaid  Com- 
mittee of  the  first  favorable  opportunity  to  be  by  us  improved, 
in  Gendinr?  our  said  af^ent  to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid,  and  it  be  left  to  the  disci-etion  of  said  Com. 
mittee,  upon  the  first  notice  of  a  favorable  opportunity,  to 
send  Iiome  our  said  agent  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Upon  the  testimony  of  John  Snnth  Esq  of  Voluntown  in  the 
county  of  Windham,  that  James  Bennet  of  Preston  in  the 
County  of  Nev/  Eondon,  has  paid  his  money  and  took  a  receipt 
lor  the  same,  for  a  whole  share  in  said  purchase,  and  that  by 
some  means  he  had  lost  his  said  receipt,  and  his  name  has  not 
hitherto  been  entered  upon  any  of  the  rolls  of  n  Company- 
Voted  that  the  said  Bennet  be  nov/  admitted  as  a  Vvholo  share 
proprie;or  in  said  purchase,  and  that  his  name  be  accordingly 
entered  of  Record. 
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Voted,  that  Timothy  Wood  bridge,  .John  Smith,  Stephen 
Gardner,  Amos  Stafford,  John  Jenkins,  Thomas  Darhng, 
Thomas  Hill,  and  Pan' I^auiance,  be  a  Committee  to  direct  and 
inspect  tJie  settlement  lo  l)e  made  on  the  Susq"  Com pJ^  land, 
and  are  empowered  to  prosecute  the  measures  proposed  and 
voted,  relative  to  said  settlement. 

How  meetings  are  Voted,  that  Upon  application  being  made 
to  be  warned.  |-)y  loo  or  more  of  the  proprietors  to  the  major 

part  of  the  Committee  that  are  authorized  to  warn  meetings 
Setting  forth  in  said  application  the  matters  and  reasons  why 
they  would  have  a  meeting  warned, said  ('ommittee  Sliall  forth- 
with warnameeting,  byinserting  the  same  in  the  public  prints 
at  New  Haven,  New  London,  and  Newport,  at  least  threo 
weeks  before  such  meetings  shall  be  held,  or  upon  like  appli- 
cation being  made  to  the  clerk  as  aforesaid,  the  clerk  shall 
directly  warn  a  meeting  in  manner  above  mentioned,  and  that 
the  said  committee  have  the  same  power  to  warn  meetings  at 
any  time  hereafter— when  they  shall  judge  proper,  us  ever 
they  had,  they  publishing  the  f-ame  as  in  manner  above  men- 
tioned and  that  said  committee  or  clerk  give  more  extensive 
warnings  for  meetings  if  they  judge  it  necessary. 


Windham,  July  27,  1762. 
Windham   July  27,        -^^  ^  meeting  of  the  Susc]='  Comp^  for  the  fur- 
J'i^'js.  ther  encouragement  of  settlers. 

Whereas  the  proprietors  of  the  Susq"  Comp"  purchase  at 
the  meeting  in  Hartford  May  19,  1763  Voted  that  100  of  the 
purchasers  have  liberty  only  by  themselves  personally  to  settle 
on  said  purchase  and  take  up  and  improve  for  themselves  as  a 
gratuity  from  said  Comp*  10  miles  square  of  land  on  the  East 
side  of  said  River  upon  certain  terms  and  conditions  therein 
expressed  and  under  the  direction  of  a  committee  nominated 
and  appointed  by  eaid  meeting  as  per  record  will  appear. 
Settlers  unci  Town-  I*"  is  now  Voted,  that  instead  of  100  settlers 
«iiips  increased.  ^s  Voted  in  the  aforesaid  vote— there  Bhall 
be  200  settlers  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  and  under 
the  direction  of  the  same  Committee  and  for  encouragement 
to  the  said  200  Settlers  proposed— Now  Voted,  they  shall  have 
for  themselves  equally  between  them,  jin  addition  of  10  miles 
square  of  land,  together  with  that  already  granted  in  common 
between  them  the  said  2C0,  and  m  proportion  for  a  lessernum- 
ber,  not  less  than  100  in  the  whole,  according  to  the  first  vote 
the  said  additional  tract  to  be  laid  out  on  the  West  side  of  the 
River,  opposite  to  where  the  first  was  granted,  and  adjoin  to 
said  River,  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions  as  expressed 
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in  the  aforesaid  vote — only  that   they  all  shall 

Time  extended.  ".ir  j-Lj^e 

have  1  Deny  oi   tliree  months  irom  the  date  oi 
this  meeting,  to  bej^Jn  the  settlement  voted. 

Voted,  that  David  Edwards.  Eliphaiet  Dyer,  Sam' Gray,  Jed. 
Elderkin,  Job  Randall,  Thomas  Seymour,  and  John  Smith  Esq, 
be  a  Committee  in  order  to  transact  and  manage  all  afifairs 
witli  respect  to  the  Susq '  CompJ^ ;  Settle  accounts,  draw  orders 
on  the  Treasurer  of  this  Coinp^  for  money  as  necessary,  mako 
and  transmit  all  neces.sary  preparations  and  power,  wherever 
needful,  and  on  the  whole,  to  transact  all  affairs  to  which  any 
Committee  are  now  Empowered  ;  Except  Avith  respect  to  the 
settlements,  and  of  disposing  of  rights  in  said  purchase,  to  which 
Committees  are  specially,  appointed — Voted,  that  Capt.  Tim- 
othy Hollister  be  added  to  the  committee  for  Carrying  on  the 
settlements. 

An  account  of  proprietors  admitted  by  Daniel  Lyman,  Sep. 
4,  17GI: 

Daniel  Ailing  x  share     Theadore  Rosseter  Esq  A  share 

Stephen  Smith  ^      "         Mr.  Edmond  Ward        I 

David  Bucher  i      "     ^  Dan'  Chittenden  h 

Edw-' ?,Ialory  ^       "     ^  Nath' Ston3  ^  'o 

Hez""  Parmalee  Junr    h      "    ^^  Stephen  Baldwin  h  ,2 

John  Pierpont  i      "      ^    Michael  Dudley  h  'p 

John  A  shorn  Junr       i       "     ©  Wm.  Collins  ^  O 

Sam' Bishop-Junr  ,    ]      "    ^M^an' Collins  ^  % 

David  Austin  ■)      "     o  Joseph  Chidsey  ^  ^ 

James  Frisley  2      "    "^  Alary  Griswold  i 

Aaron  Pond  ^      "         Timothy  Fowler  ^ 

Jared  Dudley  ^ 

Joh^  Linley  of  Bradford  -h  share 

Sam'  Street  Junr  of  Wellington  ^  " 
Stephen  Hawley  New  Milford  h  " 
Isaac  Northroj)  "  2       " 

The  following  rights  and  half  rights  in  the  Susq*  purchase, 
disposed  of  by  Daniel  Lyman  : 

Sam'  Stewart  of  Palmer  in  Boston  Government,  h  right 

Henry  Stewart  of  Blanford        '*  "  k      " 

Richard  Goldsmith  1  right     Stephen  Lee  1      " 

Benj.   Goldsmith  1      "        Rich.  Goldsmith  .Tour   1 

Enos  Yale  h      "        Ozeas  Yale  ^      " 

Stephen  Yalo  -\      "        Jon"  Gray  \      " 

Elisha  Luddington  h     "         Dan'  Hubbard  I      " 

Nath'  Green  1 

Leverett  Hubbard  Junr    h  rights 
Wm.  Hubbard  1       "      ,- Boston 

Nath"'  &  Jos.  Green  1 


Nov.  4,  1762  paid  Daniel  Lyman 


CLAIMING  LANDS  IN  WYOMING.  45 

Windham,  Nov.  iG.        At  u.  meeting  of  tlie   proprietors  oi  the  Sus- 
'''-'  quehannapurciiase,  legally  warned  and  held  at 

Windham,  the  lb'*"  day  of  Nov.  17G2,  Eiiph  '  Dyer  Moderator,  S. 
Gray,  clerk. 

Whereas,  it  is  represented  to  this  Company,  that  a  (Jonpfress 
with  the  Indians  of  the  six  nations  is  Expected  at  Albany,  on 
the  22"^  day  of  March  next,  according  to  the  agreement  of  John 
Smith  Esqr.  with  some  of  said  Indian  Chiefs  ;  it  is  thereupon 
voted,  that  the  Hon.  K.  Dyer  Esq,  Timothy  Woodbridge  Esq, 
John  Smith  Esqr,  Job.  Randall  Esq,  Mr.  Isaac  Tracy,  Mr. 
John  Jenkins,  Capt  Uriah  Steavena  and  Col.  John  Lydius,  be 
a  committee,  to  repair  to  Albany  on  the  said  22'^  day  of  March 
next,  with  full  power  and  authority  on  behalf  of  this  Company, 
to  treat  with  said  Indian  Chiefs,  respecting  our  purchase  made 
of  them,  of  lands  on  Susquehanna  River,  and  settlements 
thereof,  and  procure  a  recognition  of  said  purchase  ;  and  also 
to  agree  with  any  tribe  of  Chief  Indians,  thai  Complain  that 
they  have  not  beenfully  satisfied,  nor  reeeiv'd  their  part  of  the 
purchase  money,  and  make  such  reasonable  presents,  and 
gratuities,  as  may  be  needful  to  Content  said  Indians,  in  our 
quiet  possessing  &  enjoying  said  purchased  lands  ;  and  if  it  ap- 
pear that  any  head  man,  Chief  or  Sachem,  hath  not  Executed 
our  deed  of  said  land,  then  to  procure  the  said  head  man.  Chief 
or  Sachem,  to  Execute  the  same  ;  and  the  Treasurer  is  hereby 
desired  and  ordered,  to  pay  out  so  much  of  the  Company's 
money  in  his  hands,  to  the  above  named  Committee,  as  they 
shall  Judge  needful  to  be  improved  by  them  for  the  purpose 
mentioned  in  this  vote;  and  their  account  thereof,  to  lay  be- 
fore this  Company  at  their  next  meeting,  and  the  overplus, 
if  any  there  be  shall  be  repaid  to  the  said  Treasurer, 
80  proprietors  ad-  Voted,  that  50  moro  proprietors  be  admitted to 
ded.  have  shares  in  the  Susq*  land,  by  paying  to  the 

Committee  hereafter  named,  the  sum  of  £15  lawful  money  for 
each  Whole  Share, 

Voted,  thattheComraitteeformerly appointed 
Rightsat£i5.  toadmit  proprietors  at  £8.  perri^ht,  boandthey 

are  hereby  order'd  forthwith  to  transmit  to  the  clerk  of  this  Com- 
pany, an  account  of  all  such  rights  as  have  been  disposed  of. and 
the  monies  arising  therefrom,  fortliMith  to  collect  and  deliver 
into  the  Treasury  of  said  Company,  and  that  all  such  rights  as 
are  now  undisposed  of,  be  disposed  of  at  the  rate  of  £  1 5. ,  as 
those  now  added  are  ;  and  that  Messrs  Isaac  Tracey,Nath' Wales 
Junr,  Ezra  Dean,  Jon^'  Root,  Uriah  Steavens,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  a  Committee  to  dispose  of  all  such  remain- 
ing rights,  as  also  thosg  .50  now  added,  in  Equal  divisions,  at 
the  rate  aforesaid;  receive  and  Collect  the   monies  thereon, 
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on  account   of   tlie  naine3  transmitted   to  the  Clerk,  and   the 
money  into  the  Treasury  by  the  15^'  day  of  February  next. 

Voted,  that  whereas  at  the  last  meeting  there  was  the  right 
of  two  townships  ordei-ed  to  200  men,  who  should  proceed  to 
settle  on  said  Susquehanna  land,  within  a  certain  limited 
time,  which  is  now  Expired,  though  numbers  went  on  upon 
said  lands  in  order  to  take  possession,  but  thought  it  pru- 
dent to  withdraw  for  a  season  ;  it  is  now  voted,  that  the  Same 
privileges  be,  and  the  Same  is  hereby  Continued  to  such  per- 
sons as  in  said  former  vote  was  provided  — On  Condition,  they 
make  their  Entry  on  said  lands,  by  the  first  day  of  June  next, 
and  continue  thereon  as  was  bef'->re  provided;  and  also,  that 
there  be  reserved  in  each  of  said  townships,  three  whole  rights 
for  quantity,  and  quality,  for  the  public  use,  to  be  hereafter 
disposed  of,  or  appropriated  by  the  Company,  and  that  one 
Isaac  Benuet  .lunr,  for  unjustly  taking  the  property  of  Some 
In  liana  on  said  Susq"  lands  as  was  Supposed,  be  excluded  from 
having  any  part  in  said  township,  and  the  same  Committee  for 
Carrying  on  Said  Settlements,  be  also  continued,  and  that  the 
•major  part  of  such  Committee  that  may  be  present  on  their 
march  to  said  place,  and  when  there  arrived,  to  govern  and 
control  in  said  Affairs. 

Voted,  to  adjourn  this  meeting  to  the  Sixth  day  of  April 
next,  to  meet  at  Winddam. 

Saui'  Gray — Clerk  of  the  Susq*  Company 
or  proprietors  Sec^. 

1  have  sold  12  rights  to  the  persons  here  mentioned  and  as 
they  are  here  set  down  by  the  hand  of  Capt.  Tim^  HoUister 
which  I  desire  to  put  on  record  : 

To  Rich,  (xoldsmith       1  right    John  Hitchcocks  Esq &(  ^    .    .  . 
Reuben  Parker,  &       )  ^      n        Isaah  Brownson  > 

John  Parker  '  Peter  Mulliner  t  i    *    ht 

Wra.  Marsh  1      "        Wm.  Mulliner  {"  ingnt 

Elihu  Marsh  1      "        Benj.  Goldsmith  1      " 

Nathan  Smith  1  right  sold  to  T.  Hollister,  Jos.  Coleman  1      '* 
Timothy  Hollister  1  right— i  Sold  to  Simeon  Chittenden 
Timothy  Hollister  Junr  )  ij.jo.u4.  Solomon  Hollister  &>        .   , 
Isaac  Hollister  f         °       Wm.  Hollister  Sen   )      "^ 

Stratford  March  24,  1763,— Mr.  Gray  be  pleased  to  enter  the 
above  13  rights  on  record.  Zach»  Clark 

Truly  recorded  and  compared  Sam'  Gray,  clerk. 

The  following  is  an  account  of  sundry  persons,  proprie- 
tors, Admitted  by  Elisha  Sheldon  Esq.  and  returned  to  me 
April  «,  1763.     Viz: 
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Saml  Brown 1  share 

David  Landon  of  Guilford 1       '' 

Sam' Ijandon  Junr.  "  ...  .    .  1       " 

Jared  Landon  of  Southold 1       " 

Nath' Landon  of  South  Haven 1       " 

James  Henderson ,  h  rlglit. 

Sam'  Douglas     .       ^ 

Jos.  Menels  of  N.   Hartford 1       '' 

Zach'  Ca.se  of  Symsbury |       " 

Entered  from  his  own  transcript 
per  Sam'  Gray,  Clerk. 

A  list  of  proprietors  taken  in  by  Uriah  Steavens  on  a  vote 
passed  Nov.  16,  1702. 

David  Marvin  1  old  right   §   Nathan  Hurlburt      2  rights 

Benj  Goldsmith  "  "      -^  Jobe  Rathbone  1 

Rich.  Goldsmith  "  "      (^   Amos  Rathbone         1        '* 

Susanna  Ann  &       I  t  ^      "o 

Abajail  Goldsmith)  ^    April  9,  1763  Uriah  Steavena 

Truly  recorded — Teste  Sam'  Gray,  clerk. 
Windham  April  17.        At  a  meeting  of  the  Susquehanna  Company, 
^'^^-  held  at  Windham,  in  the  County  of  Windham 

and  Colony  of  Connecticut,  April  17,  176i 

It  appearing  to  this  Company,  that  some  of  the  proprietors 

of  our  purchase  of  lands  at  Susq^  river,  to  the  number  of  2  or 

300,  moving  that  the  lands  be  laid  out  into  several   townships 

as  a  part  of  their  rights,  for  the  speedy  settlement  of  said  lands. 

...  It   is    therefore    Voted,    that  there  shall    be 

New  re  Ku  I  at  ions 

about  Townships,  8   eight    townshjps     laid    out    on  said  river,    as 

towoships  granted.  i        j.       .i  i_       x  i   ■  ^      i 

near  as  may  be  to  the  townships  granted  as 
gratuity  to  the  first  Settlers,  Each  of  said  Eigiit  townships  to 
Contain  five  miles  Square  of  land,  fit  for  good  improvement.s 
or  Equivalent  thereto,  as  the  land  may  Suitably  accommodate, 
at  the  discretion  of  a  Committee  hereafter  named,  and  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose ;  reserving  for  the  use  of  the  Company 
for  their  after  disposal,  all  beds  of  Mine  ore,  and  Coal,  that 
may  be  within  the  Towns'  ordered  for  settlement. 

Voted,  that  Capt.  Robert  Geer,  Win.  Buck,  John  Owen  Esq, 
Ezra  Dean,  Capt.  Joseph  Canfield,  Joel  Munson,  Lieut.  Prince 
Tracy  each  of  them,  admit  settlers  to  the  number  of  40— Major 
Elizur  Talcott,  and  Capt  Uriah  Stevens,  each  of  them  admit 
settlers  to  the  number  of  20  each,  for  the  said  eight  towns'* — 
now  ordered  to  belaid  out,  and  that  Timothy  AVoodbridge,  In- 
crease Mosely,  and  Job  Randall  Esq  be  a  committee,  with  full 
power  immediately  to  lay  out  said  eight  townships,  limit,  size 
and  bound  them  out,  that  they  may  be  read.v  as  they  shall  bo 
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40  niiowed  lor  a  ^vanted  lor  settling;  allowing  40  proprietors 
lownsuip.  j,j  eiieh  of  aaid  townships,  to  be  Equally  divided 

between  them  lor  quantity  &  quality,  as  such  parts  of  their 
respective  rights  and  shares  in  the  vhole,  Excepting  three 
whole  rights  or  shares,  in  Each  township,  which  is  reserved 
for  public  use,  to  be  hereafter  disposed  of  by  this  Company ; 
and  upon  the  appearance  oi  21  persons  on  the  said  lands,  be- 
ing proprietors,  in  order  for  settling,  they  shall  have  liberty  of 
taking  up  one  of  the  said  townships  for  them,  with  their  as- 
sociates, to  tlie  number  of  41)  proprietors,  to  settle,  and  so  en, 
until  the  said  Eight  townships  are  taken  up  and  settled,  and 
that  the  time  limited  for  the  said  Eigiit  townships,  is  until  the 
15"'  day  of  Sep.  next,  and  that  said  proprietors  of  said  town- 
ships may  appear  and  settle  l)y  their  sons,  or  others  well  re- 
commended, and  that  if  there  shall  appear  proprietors  in  order 
for  settling  at  one  time,  sufficient  for  two  or  more  townships 
that  in  such  Case,  they  shall  draw  lots  for  their  pitches  of  Said 
townships,  and  that  the  cost  of  laying  out  said  Eight  townships, 
shall  be  at  the  Cost  of  the  Company,  and  that  the  terms  and 
Conditions  of  the  settlers  holding  said  Eight  towns,  be  the  same 
as  rastrucied  to  those  to  whom  the  two  lii'st  towns  were  granted, 
as  to  the  holding  and  claiming  the  same. 

Voted,  that  Timothy  Wood  bridge  Esq  shall  have  and  receive 
of  the  Companys  Money  tne  sum  of  £:iO.  per  month,  fora  term 
not  exceeding  six  months  from  the  time  of  his  setting  out  on 
said  affair;  he  to  provide  for  himself,  the  other,  viz: 

Mr.  Mosely  and  Randall,  to  ba  paid  a  reasonable  sum  for 
their  services: 

Voted,  that  Timothy  Woodbridge  Esq,  John  Smith  Esq,  In- 
crease Mosely  Esq.  John  Randall  Esq  and  Mr.  John  Jenkins, 
be  a  Committee  to  oversee,  determine  and  regulate,  the  man- 
ner and  conduct  of  settling  the  two  first,  and  eight  last  towns 
voted  to  be  settled,  as  also  with  respect  to  settling,  treating 
with,  and  Accommodating  any,  and  all  matters  with  the  In- 
dians, relating  to  the  purchase  and  settling  the  Susq* 
lands— the  said  Timothy  Woodbridge  Esq  to  be  Chief  or  Presi- 
dent of  said  Committee,  in  regulating  the  matter  aforesaid. 

Voted, thatthe  Committeeappointed  to  treat  with,  and  Settle 
and  accommodate  matters  with  the  Indians,  respecting  the 
Susq"  purchase,  to  the  Greneral  Committee  for  such  sums  of 
money,  as  shall  by  said  Gen'  Committee  be  thought  necessary 
for  Carrying  on  said  designs. 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  case  of 
the  Susq"  purchase,  do  immediately  finish  the  preparation,  and 
deliver  the  same   to  Col.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  our  agent,  for  him 
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immediately  to  proceed  to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  accord- 
ing to  tile  former  vote  of  tliis  Conjpany. 

Voted,  tliat  soinj  proper  well  dispos.^d  p^^rson,  or  persons,  be 
procured  by  thos3  persons  wiio  shall  undertake  to  settle  on  the 
Sasq*  lands,  according  to  the  above  vote,  in  order  to  be  as  a 
head  or  teacher,  to  Carry  on  religious  instructions,  and  wor- 
ship, among  the  settlers,  to  wit,  of  such  denomination  as  by 
any  particular  number  may  be  agreed  upon,  and  to  ba  at  the 
Expense  oi  th^se  pai-sons  of  such  denomination,  as  such  persons 
so  procured  shall  be,  until  some  further  regulation  Can  be  had. 

Voted,  that  there  shall  be  advanced  out  of  the  Treasury  of 
this  Company,  the  s  im  of  £30.  lawful  money,  to  be  laid  out  in 
opening  and  Clearing  a  road  to  the  Susq'* lands,  to  be  improved 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Committee  appointed  for  taking  care 
of,  and  overseeing  the  settlement. 

The  committee  report  that  as  a  recompense  to  Col.  Dyer  for 
his  loss  of  time  and  bu.^iness  &c,  in  his  former  appointment, 
he  be  allowed  the  sum  of  £80.,  and  as  to  his  Salary  as  agent 
Ac,  that  he  ba  allowed  the  sum  of  £150  par  year,  with  his  Ex- 
penses as  formerly  voted,  with  this  addition,  that  the  same 
now  Commence  from  the  time  of  his  acceptance,  and  that  he 
also  be  further  allowed  for  all  necessary  Extraordinarv  cloth- 
ing, and  apparatus,  for  his  proper  appearance  as  agent  of  this 
Company-The  foregoing  report  of  the  Committee  was  passed 
in  the  affirmative— Teste  S.  Gray,  clerk. 

April  9,  1763.  Col.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  informing  me  that  he  ac- 
cepted of  the  trust  as  agent  for  this  Company,  determined  to 
pursue  the  business  with  all  Convenient  speed. 

Teste  S.  Gray,  Clerk. 
Proprietors  taken  in  by  Mr.  Zachariah  Clark,  viz : 

William  Noys  of  Groton 1  right 

David  Summers  of  Stratford 1      «»    ' 

Benj.  Seley ^      <. 

.Tohnathan  Weeks  i  right  I 

Elihu  Marsh  Junr  i       "     ! 

Abel  Seley  i      -     |  all  of  New  Fairfield 

Aaron  Prandle  i       "J 

Ephraim  Seley  j  right  ] 

Timothy  Soul  1     -       [  all  of  Dutchess  County 

Samuel  Carter  1     "       I 

Peter  Mallet ,  j  right) 

Joseph  Bostick      ...  x      -     j  of  Stratford 

Elijah  Sill '.'.''.'.'.': 1  right 

Ebenezer  Seley 1      " 

Sold  to  Gid.  Draper  &  cert,  given 
4-Voi.  XVIII. 
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Dan' Baldwin  of  Sharou ^  share 

Abijali  Hide  of  Darbe j       " 

as  i^er  return  on  file. 

Pursuant  to  a  vote  of  the  Susq"  Company,  Nov.  16,  1763— 
I  liave  disposed  of  9  rights  in  the  Susq"  lands  to  the  following 
persons,  viz : 

John  Allen  of  Windham 1  right 

Elihu  Burnham,  Farinington 1 

Seth  Mai  shall 1       " 

Benj.  Hnngerford 1      *' 

Wni.  Jerron      1      '* 

Eiias  Roberts 1      *' 

C^ Jacob  Hungerford ^      " 

Jesse  Gallard *  right 

Zerobabel  Jerome ^      " 

Oliver  Tuttle ^ ^      " 

Zabe7,  Roberts     ^      " 

Thos  (hooper , ^      " 

Jesse  Churchill h       " 

Timothy  Jerroiii  Junr |       '* 

All  ox  Farmington. 

AViNDHAM,  Apr.  7,  1763. 
Johnathan  Root,  Coinmittee. 

Proprietors  taken  by  Mr.  Isaac  Tracy  Esq. 

Capt.  John  Budd  1  right)  ^^^^  ^^  Southold. 
Benj.  Budd  1       •'    ) 

James  Brown  of  Providence       ^  right 
Sam'  Carew  of  Greenwich  i 

Nathan'  Green  of  Warwick        i 
Sam'  liandon  Esq  h 

Ezra  1/  Hommidieu  Esq  i 

.Thomas  Young  Esqr  h 

John  Overton  Esq  5 

Humphrey  Avei*y  Esq  of  Norwich  i  right. 
Dec  1,  17G'3     Certified  by  Isaac  Tracy  one  of  the  Comm'". 

An  account  of  the  names  of  persons  taken  in  as  proprietors 
in  the  Susq''  land  purchase,  by  Ezra  Dean  of  East  Greenwich 
1763  viz.  : 

Sam'  Pierce  of  "Warwick k  share 

Sam' Gordon  "  ^      '*      right 

Abraham  Chase     "  ^      "  " 

Morgan  Carvin        "  ^      '*  " 

Jedediah  Harris  of  Cranston ^ 


] 

'r  all  of  Sonthold. 

J 
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James  Arnold  of  Warwick 1  whole  right 

Nicholas  Bragg  "  .    .       ]       "  " 

Job  Green  "  „ 1       ••  " 

Benj.  Green ^ x 

David  Green a 

Jabez  Green a 

Stephen  Hazard  of  South  Kingston,  1  whole  share.    ^^ 
Paul  Green  North  "         |  |=| 

Joshua  Green  "  ><■         i  %,^';* 

John  Green  "  •'         i      •  =  =  0 

David  Baldwin,  Coventry  ^  « 

Windham  Feb.  19,  1763— Ezra  Dean  as  per  return  on  file. 

Nov.  16,  1763. 

Sibia  Avery  of  Groton      1  whole  share 

William  Gallop        "  I       "  " 

Palmer  Avery  "  1       "  " 

Admicted  by  Mr.  Isaac  Tracy— as  per  his  return  on  file. 


Hartford.  May  18,  -At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq^'  Company  legally 
^■'■'^-  warned  and  held  at  Hartford  May  18,  i763. 

Whereas,  Notwithstanding  the  utmost  fairness  and  .Justness 
attending  our  late  purchase  of  the  Susq^"  landy,  we  became  soon 
acquainted,  not  only  with  Mi-.  Penn's  Claim  and  endeavours 
to  create  uneasiness,  among  the  Indians  which  we  have  no  rea- 
son to  apprehend,  but  with  his  being  about  to  make  a  prior 
Entry  thereon,  having  as  we  suppos3  reasonable  assurance  of 
Said  Indians  acquiescence.  Some  time  since  voted  and  agreed 
to  make  seasonable  and  speedy  Entry  thereon  ;  and  also  to  hiy 

,,  ^  Said  a/Tair   bafore  his  Majestv  for  final  settle- 

Royal  inhibition. 

ment  and   decision  ;  and  whereas  whether  by 

representations  mistaken  or  unfriendly.  May  be  entertained, 
liis  Majesty  has  been  induced  of  his  royAl  pleasure  to  inhil)it  all 
entries  on  said  lands  by  any  party,  or  person  soever,  till  due 
enquiry  made  into  the  state  of  said  matter,  and  proper  precau- 
tions taken  to  prevent  fresh  troubles  among  the  natives,  of 
which  being  duly  noticed  by  his  honor,  the  Governor. 

We  do  thereupon,  as  well  in  testimony  of  our  grateful  ac- 
knowledgements of  such  liis  ]\Iajestys  paternal  Care,  as  of  our 
ready  submission  and  acquiesence  therein  ;  unanimously  agree 
FurtherSettiements  and  vote,  tluit  no  person  or  persons  whatever 
forbidden.  belonging  to  this  Comp',  shall  enter  upon  or 

make  any  settlement,  on  any  of  those  lands  until  the  state  of 
the  ease  shall  be  laid  before  the  King,  and  his  Majesty's  pleas- 
ure be  farther  known  therein. 
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Windham,  jaoy  iG,  At  a  meetin-  of  the  Susq^  Comp^  legally 
^^"^  warned  and  held  at  Windham  J  any  the  16"^  17G5. 

Jedediah  Elderkin  Ksq,  Moderator.  Sam'  Ciray,  clerk. 

Whereas  Col.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  late  agent  for  this  Company, 
having  returned  and  made  report  of  the  State  of  their  Cause, 
and  of  his  prefei-ring  a  petition  in  behalf  of  this,  as  also  of  the 
Delaware  Companies,  before  his  Majesty  in  Council,  with  re- 
spect to  Certain  land  purchased  on  the  River  Susq'' and  Dela- 
ware; the  matter  ol  whioh  petition  is  still  depending,  and  un- 
determined, and  there  being  no  person  in  Great  Britain  duly 
authorized  to  appear  in  l)ehalf  of  this  Company  in  the  Matter 
aforesaid  ;  Whereupon  it  is  Voted,  t  hat  John  (iardiner.of  Inner 
Temple  London  -be,  and  is  hereby  appointed  Agent  for  said 
Company,  for  them,  and  on  their  behalf,  to  appear  before  any 
of  the  Courts,  boards,  or  persons  of  Great  Britain,  before 
whom  said  petition,  and  the  matters  thereof  may  be  depend- 
ing; and  in  any,  and  by  all  proper  waj'S  &  means,  to  prosecute 
the  same;  and  the  Committee  of  said  Comp^  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed and  desired  to  prepare  and  Send  forward  to  the  said 
Mr.  Gardner,  proper  letters  &c.  authorizing  him  accordingly  ; 
and  that  the  said  Committee  hasten  the  Collection  of  the  money 
due  the  said  Company,  for  to  defray  the  Expenses  of  Carrying 
said  Cause  in  Great  Britain. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq^  Com'',  legally  warned,  and 
held  at  Windiiam,  in  the  County  of  Windham,  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut, in  New  England,  for  to  hear  the  report  of  the  Hon' 
Eliphalet  Dyer  Esq,  who  was  by  said  Comp^  duly  appointed 
the  Agent,  and  sent  to  Great  Britain  in  the  name  and  behalf 
of  said  CompJ',  to  lay  the  matter  of,  and  relative  to  their  pur- 
chase before  his  Majesty,  and  ask  in  favor  in,  and  grant  thereof 
to  said  Company,  and  said  agent  l)avin<r  been  according  to 
his  appointment,  and  returned,  and  at  this  meeting  having 
given  an  account  of  his  conduct  and  proceedings  therein,  with 
proper  testimonials  of  his  transactions  and  management 
thereof,  the  said  Comp"  having  heard  his  report,  and  taken 
into  Consideration  the  great  Care,  labor  and  industry  of  their 
said  Agent  in  Said  Weighty  Cases,  with  his  Circumspect  in- 
dustry in  every  step,  to  act  for  the  best  interest  of  said  Com- 
pany, and  at  the  same  time  in  every  movement  in  said  Case, 
wisely  to  Consider  that  notliing  should  have  been  done,  that 
should  have  any  tendency  by  any  means  whatever,  to  injure  in 
the  least,  or  Expose  the  Colony  to  which,  and  the  most  of  said 
Company  did  belong;  do  now  return  to  their  said  agent  their 
thanks,  considering  their  Cause  at  present  as  laying  before, 
and  waiting  the  determination  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  Plan- 
tations &c. 
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That  the  interest  and  connection  our  agent  hath  in  England, 
will  be  of  great  use  and  benefit  to  said  Company  in  further 
prosecucing  said  Cases,  We  would  ask  said  agent  in  our  behalf. 
to  correspond  with  any,  or  all  those  worthy  gentlemen  who  are 
engaged  in  our  interest,  as  he  should  see  fit. 

Voted,  to  adjourn  this  meeting  to  the  24"*  day  of  April  next 
at  this  place,  at  U  oclock  in  the  morning. 


At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  the  Susq*  Company  held  at 
Windham,  April  24,  ]765. 

Major  Jedediah  Elderkin  Moderator.     S.  Gray,  clerk. 

Voted,  that  whereas  there  are  divers  persons  who  have  been 
employed  by  this  <  'oni^,  in  order  to  admit  proprietors  at  certain 
sums  from  time  to  time,  by  said  Comp^  limited  and  sundry 
persons  have  been  admitted  at  such  sums  by  Sfiid  Comp^  lim- 
ited as  aforesaid  ;  but  many  of  those  who  have  been  employed 
tor  the  purpose  aforesaid,  have  never  rendered  any  account  of 
their  proceedings,  either  to  the  said  Comp'^  or  any  Committee 
for  that  purpose  appointed  ;  and  as  the  respective  sums  due  to 
the  said  Comp-^,  are  very  much  wanted,  and  very  speedily,  in 
order  to  transmit  to  Great  Britain,  to  defray  the  charges  and 
expenses  that  must  necessarily  arise  in  the  further  prosecution 
of  the  Claim  of  said  Comps"  there,  and  all  means  for  settlement 
have  been  as  yet  ineffectual,  this  Comp^"  being  desirous  of  bring- 
ing those  affairs  to  a&  speedy  a  close  as  possible,  have  appointed 
and  do  hereby  appoint 

S.  Gray  Esq  of  Windham,  to  repair  to  the  several  and  re- 
spective peraons  employed  by  said  Company  to  admit  proprie- 
tors, that  have  not  as  yet  settled  and  paid  in  the  several  sums 
by  them  received,  to  the  use  of  said  Comp',  and  with  such 
persons  to  settle  the  respective  accounts,  and  of  such  persons 
to  receive  the  respective  sums  from  them  due  to  the  fiaid 
Compy,  or  good  security  therefor,  soon  to  be  paid,  and  as  soon 
as  May  be,  render  an  account  of  his  doings  therein  to  the  stand- 
ing Committee  of  this  Company. 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  shall  give  order  on  the  Treas- 
urer of  this  Company,  to  pay  Peter  Harris  of  Plainfield  the 
sum  of  £15. 1.4,  in  (Consideration  of  what  Benj.  Coitof  Prescott 
received  from  him  on  account  of  Simeon  Draper— Order  given. 

Voted,  John  Ryder  be,  and  he  i!s  hereby  admitted  a  pro- 
prietor of  one  whole  right  in  the  Susq''  purchase,  in  considera- 
tion of   his  delivering  his  horse  &c  to in  satisfaction    for 

the  hor.se  that  one  Bennet  took  from  him.  Voted,  to  adjourn 
this  meeting  to  May  IG""  next,  to  meet  at  Hartford  at  10  of 
the  clock. 
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Hartford,  May  10,       ^^ ^  ^  meeting  of    the   Susq^    Coinp-^  held  by 
1^*^  adjournment  at  Harttord  May  IG"'  17(J5. 

Ehphalet  Dyer  Esq,  Moderator.  S.  Gray,  Clerk. 

Whereas,  it  appears  by  the  settlement  made  by  Sam' Gray 
with  sundry  of  tlie  gentlemen  empioved  in  selhng  rights  tor 
the  Company,  that  tliere  is  more  than  £50U  lawful  money,  due 
by  good  security  to  this  Comp",  and  wliereas  £200  lawful 
money  is  now  wanted  for  to  remit  to  Great  Britain,  in  order 
to  forward  the  Cause  of  said  Company. 

It  is  now  voted,  that  Benj.  Giles  of  Groton,  or  any  other  pro- 
prietor or  proprietors,  shall  raise  antl  furnish  the  Committee 
of  said  Comp^  with  said  sum  of  £200  or  part  thereof,  to  be 
forwarded  to  our  agent  John  (xardiner  Esq,  to  be  improved  in 
forwarding  said  ('ause;  he,  or  the3%  shall  be  refunded  such 
sums,  or  such  parts  of  it,  as  they  shall  raise  out  of  the  above 
said  monies,  with  interest,  and  full  allowance  for  Extraordinary 
trouble,  as  soon  as  the  money  can  be  collected. 

Teste  Sam'  Gray,  clerk. 

The  following  persons  were  admitted   proprietors  by  John 
Gardiner  Esq,  our  agent  in  Jjondon  : 
Proprietors,  Enc-   Sir  Herbert  Lloyd,  Baronet 
'*'^'*-  Howell  G  Wynne  oi  Garth  Esq,  in  the  County  of 

Brecon. 
Mr.  John  Augustine  T^eavy,  Atty.  at  Law 
Henry  Williams  of  Crickowell  Esq,  in  the  County  of  Brecon 
John  Symmons  of  Lanstouan.in  the  County  of  Pembrook,  Esq 
George  Winsfield  of  the  inner  Temple,  Esq 
Morriel  Morgan  Esq%  Mr.  Williatn  Powell,  Atty  at  Law. 

As  par  Mr.  Gardiner's  letter,  dated  June  4,  176(J. 

Teste  S.  Gray,  clerk. 

Glastonbury  July  27,  1767. 
To  Sam'  Gray  clerk  of  the  Susq"  Company : 
Sir,  I  liave  admitted  the  following  persons,  Viz: 
Chas.  Hollister  1  whole  share  — i  of  this  to  Timothy  Hollister 
John  Hollister  ^  share— released  back  to  the  Company 
Gideon  Hollister    ^;  "    Sold  to  Timothy  Hollister 
Nath' Hollister       -h  "    Sold  to  Zach^' Newcomb  and  Cert. given 
Francis  Hollister   -S  "    released  back  to  the  Company 
per  Eleazer  Talcott,  Committee. 

Recoi'ded  by  S.  Gray,  Clerk. 
Riglits  r,old  by  Isaac  Tripp  1707  : 

James  Nesbit  1  right  Isaac  Davis  -h  right 

Abram  Beeram  ',  " 

Entered  here  July  17,  17G7  Teste  Samuel  Gray,  Clai'k. 
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Windham,  Sep.  IT.  At  a  meetin-  of  the  Susq-  Comp^  legally 
^'^''-  warned  and  held  at  Vvindhain  Sept.  17,  17G7. 

.John  Smith  Moderator,     S.  Gray,  Clsrk. 

Thia  mei'tin^  wa:i  adjourned  till  tho  2-1  Wednesday  in  No- 
vember, to  meet  at  this  place     S.  Gray,  Clerk. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Sasq^  Comp^  held  at 
Nov.  11.  17C7.  Windham  by  adjournment  No,'  II,  17G7. 

.John  Smith  E.sq  Moderator—  S.  Gray,  Clerk. 

WhereaF,  this  CompUias  received  intelligence  from  Great 
Britain,  that  their  agent  has  some  time  since  removed  from 
London,  by  means  of  which  the  prosecution  of  their  patition 
has  been  delayed,  but  that  there  seems  a  favorable  opportu- 
nity to  prosecute  the  same,  and  nothing  discouraging  as  to.suc- 
ess,  if  an  agent  was  there  present  to  iM'Osecute  the  affair,  there- 
upon, Resolved,  that  it  is  necessary  to  have  an  agent  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  and  that  it  will  bs  necessary,  over  and  above 
the  Company's  money  that  has  oi.  may  be  collected,  to  raise  at. 
least  one  dollar,  or  one  dollar  and  a  half  upon  a  right,  to  prose- 
cute said  affair  ;  and  that  this  meeting  be  adjourned  till  the 
6">  day  of  January  next  at  Windham,  and  that  jjublic  notice 
be  given  thereof,  by  the  clerk  of  this  Comp^  in  all  the  public 
newspaper:^,  that  said  Comp''  meet  at  that  time  by  themselves 
or  constituents,  prepared  to  Consider  of,  and  Comply  with  said 
resolve;  and  the  Delaware  Comp>  arc  also  desired  to  meet  at 
time  and  place  above  said.     Voted. 

Voted,  that  Eliphalet  Dyer  be  desired  to  write  immediately 
to   Sir  Sam'  Johnson   Esq   now  in   London,  to  prosecute  the 

same. 

Voted,  that  Joseph  Galloway  Esq,  and  Mr.  Pelatiah  Web- 
ster of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  be,  each  of  them  Entitled 
to  one  whole  share  or  right  in  the  Susq^'  Comp^»  purchase,  in 
testimony  of  the  grateful  sense  this  Comp''  have  for  their  kind 
servicaa  for  said  Comp^. 

Voted,  to  adjourn  this  meeting  to  the  G'^  day  of  January  next, 
at  this  place.  Teste  S.  Gray,  clerk. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq"  Comp^  held  by 
jany  c.  ITCS.  adjournment  Jan^  G'"  1768,  in  Windham. 

John  Smith  Esq,  Moderator.  S.  Gray,  Clerk. 

Voted,  to  raise  one  dollar  and  a  half  on  each  right  in  Susci=' 
purchase  to  bo  improved  in  y)rosecuting  the  cause  in  England 
to  bG  paid  by  the  1"'  Wednesday  in  April  next. 
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Voted  that  Elizer  Talcott  Ksq  of  Glastonbury 

Dan'  Lyman  Esq  of  New  Haven, 

C^'Josiah  Lynda!  1  of  Newport 

John  Jenkins  of  Colchester, 

Job  Randall  of  tScituate, 

Cap.  Jon*  Pettibone  of  Symnisbury, 

Benj.  Giles  of  Groton, 

Benj.  Kinyon  of  Dutchess  Co., 

Benj.  Yale  of  Farmington, 

Increase  Mosely  of  Woodbury, 

Benj.  Steavens  of  Canaan 

Joseph  Eaton  of  Plainfield 

Ezra  Dean  of  East  Greenwich 

Rob.  Dixon  of  Volnntown 

Capt.  Jas.  Bird  of  Salisbury 

Isaac  Tracy  of  Norwich 

Rich.  Goldsniitli  of  Bethlehem 

Wm.  Buck  of  Armenia  precinct 

Elihu  Marsh  of  New  Fairfiel'^ 

be  a  committee  to  receive  of  the  proprietors,  the  afore- 
said one  ftnd  a  half  dollars,  and  give  receipts  therefor,  and  the 
monies  so  collected,  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  Sam'  Gray  for 
the  use  of  said  Comp?^— and  if  any  proprietor  or  proprietors  shall 
neglect  and  refuse  to  pay  the  aforesaid  one  and  a  half  dollars, 
such  proprietor  or  proprietors,  must  Expect  to  fail  of  their 
rights. 

Whereas,  this  Comp''  being  fully  informed,  that  John  Gard- 
iner Esq,  of  London,  our  late  agent,  has  left  London  for  some 
time  past,  and  not  like  to  return,  and  that  there  is  now  no  per- 
son in  England  to  prosecute  our  petition  before  his  Majesty, 
and  the  Several  Boards  to  which  it  stands  I'eferred  ;  it  is  there- 
fore voted,  that  the  Hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer  Esq,  of  Windham, 
be,  and  is  hereby  appointed  agent  for  the  Couip>  ;  with  Con- 
venient speed  to  repair  to  England,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
this  (Jomp5^  to  appear  before  the  Kings  most  Excellent  Majesty, 
and  the  several  Boards  in  which  the  Cause  of  this  Comp^  may 
be  referred  ;  and  to  be  heard,  and  also  with  such  further  power 
and  authorities  to  be  signed  by  the  Committee  of  this  Comp^, 
in  order  to  obtain  his  Majesty's  confirmation  of  our  said  pur- 
chase, and  formation,  into  a  distinct  Colony  for  the  purpose  of 
Civil  Government. 

Passed  in  the  affirmative. 

Voted,  that  there  shall  be  one  and  one  half  ["dollars  raised 
on  each  right  in  the  Susq^  purchase,  to  be  (Collected  by  j\lr. 
Jeremiah  Clements  of  Norwich,  Attorney  to  Col.  John  H. 
Ledius  for  the  use  of  said  Ledius,  towards  the  balance  of  said 
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Leddius'  accounts  against  this  Comp',  tlnjir  agents  or  Com- 
mittee, as  also  a  gratuity  for  his  services  in  nialving  said  pur- 
chase for  s""  Coinp>. 

Voted,  to  adjourn   this   meeting  till  the  lirst   Wednesday  in 
April  next.  Teste  Sam'  Gray,  clerk. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq''  Comp>  held  by  adjournment  in 
Windham  April  G,  1768. 

John  Smith  Esq,  Moderator.  Sam'  Gray,  Clerk. 

Met.  and  adjourned  till  April  the  7"^  at  i)  o'clock. 

Opened  according  to  adjournment,  April  7,  1768. 

Voted,  that  Sam'  Johnson  Esq,  now  in  England,  be  appointed 
an  agent  fortius  Cornp^  in  order  to  prosecute  their  petition 
before  the  King  o:  Council,  and  before  any  other  board  before 
which  the  same  may  be,  to  a  final  Conclusion  ;  on  condition  the 
said  Johnson  should  remain  in  England,  and  the  Genr'  Assem- 
bly consent  to  his  undertaking  said  Affair  ;  and  that  Maj.  El- 
derkin  be  appointed  to  make  application  to  the  Gen.  AssemV:>ly 
for  that  purpose,  and  if  the  said  Gen.  Assembly  should  thus 
consent,  that  the  standing  Committee  be  diiected  to  empower 
him,  the  said  Johnson  accordingly;  on  failure— that  the  haid 
Committee  be  directed  to  empower  Eliphalet  Dyer  Esq  here- 
tofore appointed,  and  forward  him  as  soonasi)ossible  to  Great 
Britain  for  that  purpose,  and  that  the  Committee  already  ap- 
pointed to  collect  in  the  monies  voted  to  be  raised,  be  directed 
to  proceed  in  collecting  &,  paying  in  the  same  to  S.  Gray  Esq,— 
according  to  said  vote— not  to  Exceed  tiie  8""  day  of  June  next, 
and  that  if  then  the  said  Dyer  should  signify  his  refusal  to  un- 
dertake as  agent  for  said  Cotnp',  that  an  agent  be  forthwith 
appointed  to  proceed  to  Great  Britain  to  prosecute  said  affair, 
and  that  the  monies  collected,  shall  be  actually  improved  & 
applied  for  that  purpose. 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  appointed  to  Collect  the  taxes 
voted  Jany  6"',  also  collect  the  tax  of  one  half  a  dollar  voted  in 
favor  of  Col.  Ledius,  and  also,  that  of  two  dollars,  and  one  dol- 
lar, formerly  granted,  which  has  not  already  been  paid,  and 
the  sa.me  return  and  pay  according  to  the  vote  of  this  ComjP  ; 
and  that  Jere.  Clement  of  Norwich,  Capt.  Thomas  Pish  of 
Groton.  Chas.  Harris  of  Scituate  Esq,  Moses  Warreji  of  T^yme, 
David  Bull  of  Hartford  and  .Josiah  Starrof  Danbury,  be  added 
to  the  Committee  for  collecting  said  taxes. 

Voted,  that  the  remaining  rights  of  £15  each,  still  unsold, 
and  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee,  to  be  sold,  and 
the  monies  rec'^and  paid  in  at  the  next  adjourned  meeting,  but 
not  to  be  sold  afterwards.  This  meeting  is  adjourned  to  the 
8"*  day  of  June  next,  at  this  place. 
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Hartford  S^^  June,  1768. 

John  Smith  Moderator,  Sam'  Gray,  clerk. 

Voted,  that  if  any  proprietor  shall  pay  in  the  tax  of  9  and  3 
on  a  right  formerly  {^ranted  by  the  y'  Tue-sday  of  Sept.  next, 
there  shall  be  nc^  advantage  taken  of  their  delay,  and  that  the 
Committee  formerly  appointed  continue  to  collect  tlie  said 
taxes  and  that  tfie  standing  Committee  be  directed  upon  any 
intelligence  or  advice  of  importance  from  England,  or  Else- 
wJiere,  relative  to  the  afTairs  of  this  Comp-,  that  they  forth- 
\vi:h  warn  a  meeting  of  this  Comp>  to  consider  the  same. 

This  meeting  is  dissolved. 

April  24,  17.j;  Rec^  of  Joseph  Pease  9  dollars  in  full  foi-  1  right 
in  the  Sosq^  purcliase,  and  4}  dollars  of  Mr.  Eunice  Ely,  by  the 
bands  of  said  Pease,  in  full  for  h  right  per  Phineas  Lyman. 

Recorded  J>ec.  28,  17GS,  per  Eben  Gray,  Junr. 

New  Haven— Nov  3,  1702  Thomas  Yale  pd.  £8  lawful  money— 
Tlios.  Y'ale  Assigns  to  Benj.  Hungerford  of  Farmington. 

Here  follow  some  notes  of  transfer  of  rights,  and  there  a 
Hiatus  of  (i(i  pages. 

The  consecujiive  minutes  are  made  up  from  other  sources. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq^'  Comp^  duly  warned  and  Convened 
at  Hartford  on  the  2Sth  day  of  December  17G8. 

John  Smith  Esq,  Moderator.  Ebenezer  Gray,  clerk. 

C^Voted,  tliatMr.  Joseph  Jacobs  of  Philadelphia,  beentitled 
to  ona  whole  share  in  the  Susq=' purchase,  as  a  gratuity  for 
his  good  services  and  attention  to  the  interests  of  this  Com- 
pany. 

Whereas  at  a  meeting  of  the  Snsq»  Comp'',  held  at  Hartford 
on  the  18'-'  day  of  May  17G3,  said  Company  were  advised  that  his 
Majesty  in  hin  royal  pleasure,  had  been  pleased  to  inhibit  all 
entries  and  settlements  upon  lands  claimed  by  said  Comp^ 
purchased  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  lying  on  the  river 
Snsqjuehanna,  until  the  state  of  the  case  should  be  laid  before 
his  Majesty,  and  such  precautions  taken,  as  might  obviate  any 
fresh  troubles  with  tlie  Indians; 

And  Whereas,  .said  Comp^  at  said  meeting,  in  pursuance  of 
his  Majesty's  order,  did  then  vote  that  no  person  or  jiersons 
belonging  to  said  Company,  shall  entei-  upon,  or  make  any  set- 
tlement on  those  landsaccordingly,and  Whereas  since  that  time 
the  state  of  their  Cause  respecting  those  lands  has  l)een  laid 
before  his  Majesty  in  Council,  and  in  pursuance  to  his  Majesty's 
orders  Huch  precautions  have  been  taken  in  settling  the  line 
with   the  Indians,  and  in  paying  and  satisfying  them  for  all 
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lands  Jying  east  of  said  line,  settled  as  aforesaid,  as  fully  to  ob- 
viate any  fresh  troubles  with  the  Indians,  on  account  of  any 
claim  or  settlement  of  the  English  within  the  time  aforesaid- 
New  measure  to  cf-  Whereupon,  it  is  now  voted  by  said  comi)any, 
lect settlements.  ^o  proceed  and  settle  said  land,  lying  on,  and 
adjacent  to  said  Susq"  river,  purchased  from  the  Indians  by 
said  Comp>,  lying  within  the  line  settled  with  the  Indians  as 
aforesaid,  at  the  late  Congress  at  Fort  Stanwix  ;  as  soon  as  con- 
veniently may  be,  And  that  40  persons,  upwards  of  the  age  of 
21  years  i)i-oprietors  in  said  purchase,  and  approved  by  the 
Committee  hereafter  nominated  and  appointed,  proceed 
to  enter  upon,  and  take  possession  of  said  land,  for,  and  in  be- 
half of  said  Comp''  by  the  P^  day  of  Feb.  next— and  that  ilOO 
more  of  said  Comp^  of  the  age  aforesaid  and  approved  as  afore- 
said, proceed  and  join  said  4C,  on  the  lands  aforesaid  as  early 
hi  the  spring  as  may  be,  for  the  purpose  aforef^aid,  not  later 
than  the  first  day  of  May  next;  and  that  in  order  to  encour- 
age the  said  40  persons  to  proceed  take  possession  and  settle 
the  lands  aforesaid  for  and  in  behalf  of  said  Comp>,  that  there 
be  paid  into  the  hands  of  a  Committee  appointed  and  here- 
after named,  to,  and  for  the  use  of  the  said  party,  the  sum  of 
£300— to  be  laid  out  by  said  Committee  in  ])roviding  proper 
materials,  sustenance  &  provision,  for  said  40  — as  the  discretion 
of  said  Committee  shall  be  thought  proi)er  and  needful,  and 
for  the  further  encourageiiient  of  said  forty,  as  also  for  the  en- 
couragement of  the  said  200,  who  may  join  them  in  the  spring 
accordin.fr  to  the  foregong  votes. 

STownshipsofiand  I*  ^as  further  Considered  and  Voted,  to  lay 
toboiaiuout.  out   5    townships  of  land  within  the  purchase 

of  said  Comp'',  and  within  the  line  settled  with  the  Indiana 
aforesaid,  of  5  miles  square  each,  three  on  one  side  of  the  liver, 
and  two  of  them  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  adjoining 
and  opposite  to  each  other,  only  the  river  parting;  at  such 
place  and  on  said  river  as  they  may  think  proper,  each  of  said 
'I'ownshipj  to  be  five  miles  on  the  river,  and  extend  an  equal 
width  back  five  miles,  to  ba,  and  belong  to  the  said  foi-ty  and 
the  said  two  hundred  persons,  over  and  above  the  respective 
sharesand  proportion  in  the  remainder  of  the  general  purchase, 
in  manner  following,  namely — That  the  first  forty  have  their 
first  choice  of  one  of  the  said  five  townships,  whitdi  they  shall 
choose  to  be,  and  belong  to  the  said  forty,  and  the  other  four 
to  be,  and  belong  to  the  said  two  hundred,  to  be  divided  out 
to  them  by  fifties  in  a  township  as  they  shall  think  proper,  re- 
3  lots  reserved  for  Serving  and  appropriating  three  whole  rights 
pubiicuse.  or  sharesineach  township,  for  the  public  use  of 

a  gospel  ministry,  and   Schools  in  eaf"li  of  said  towns,  and  also 
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reserving  for  the  use  of  said  Comp'^  and  for  their  after  disposal, 
all  beds  of  mine  ore,  and  coal,  that  may  l>e  within  said  Town- 
ships, the  aforesaid  townships  to  be  held  by  the  said  forty,  and 
the  said  two  hundred,  on  consideration  of  their  entering  upon, 
and  taking  possession  according  to  the  above  vote ;  and  also 
of  their  continuing  thereon,  holding  and  improving  the  same 
by  themselves,  heirs,  or  assigns,  under  said  Company,  for  the 
space  of  five  years  after  their  entry  as  aforesaid  ;  and  that  they 
shall  not  so  disorderly  conduct  and  behave  themselves,  as  shall 
by  the  Committee  be  judged  inconsistent  with  tlie  good  and 
interest  of  said  Comp^  and  that  they  hold  not  the  same  or 
any  part  of  said  purchase,  under  pretence  of  any  other  Claim 
but  of  said  Company  ;  and  if  the  first  number  approved  by  said 
Committee  shall  fall  short  of  forty,  and  if  those  approved  to 
join  them  in  the  si)nng  fall  short  of  300,  nevertheless  those  that 
so  proceed  according  to  the  above  vote,  to  be  entitled  to  their 
respective  parts  or  shares  in  the  said  five  townships  in  full,  as 
though  the  whole  number  were  complete— and  in  order  that 
proper  persons,  and  as  such  may  appear  to  be  most  subservient 
to  the  benefit  of  said  Company  may  be  orderly  introduced  as 
settlers  on  said  land. 

Voted  that  a  committee  be  appointed  in  each  County  in  this 
Colony,  as  also  some  meet  person  or  persons  in  the  nei-hboriug 
Colonies,  to  admit  and  approve  such  i)ersons  who  may.offer 
themselves  for  the  first  settlers,  according  to  the  foregoing 
votes ;  and  that. 

Col.  Sam"  Talcott,  Major  Elizar  Talcott*  for  the  County  of 
Jon"  Pettibone  and  Jon"  Root  Esqr  *  Hartford 

Dan'  Lyman  Esq,  Mr.  Mich' Baldwin)  for  the  County  of  the 
and  Capt.  Macook  Ward  ^  New  Haven 

Sam'  Ely  Esq,  Mr.  Gershom  Reed\  for  the  County  of 
And  Capt.  Obadiah  Gore  i       New  London 

^r  Cornelius  Hall,  Mr  Nathan  Birdseye)  for  the  (Jounty  of 
Mr.  Benjamin  Sealy  ^  Fairfield 

John  Smith  &  S.   Gray  Esq,  >  for  the  County  of 
And  Mr.  John  Jenkins  )  Windham 

Increase  Mosely,  Sam'  Canfield  Esq>  for  the  County  of 
AndBenj.  Stevens  >  Litchfield 

Mr.  Wm.  Buck  and  John  Wadsworth,  for  the  Province  of  N. 
York 

Timothy  Woodbridge  Esq  for  the  province  of  Massachusetts 
Bay 

Isaac  Tripp.  Job  Randall  Esq  )  for  the  Colony  of 
and  Mr.  Ezra  Dean  >       Rhode  Island 

be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  ConiTuittee,  jointly,  and 
S3verally  to  approve  and  admit  the  aforesaid  200  persons  pro- 
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posed  as  first  settlers  on  said  land,  in  such  manner  and  propor- 
tion as  they  shall  agree,  so  as  not  to  exceed  the  number  pro- 
pased  And  that,  Isaac  Tripp  Esq,  Mr.  Benjamin 
agement  imd  direo-  FoJlet,  Mr.  John  Jenkins  Mr.  William  Buck 
'^'""'  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Siioemaker,  be  and  they  are 

hereby  appointed  a  Committee,  to  approve,  admit,  oversee, 
superintend.  Manage,  and  order  the  afl'airs  and  proceedings  of 
thc!  iirst  forty  settlers;  to  receive  and  order  the  monies 
granted  to  their  use,  to  lay  out  and  prepare  a  convenient  road 
to  said  Susq^  river ;  for  which  purposa  they  are  to  receive  £50 
to  be  laid  out  in  preparing  a  road  as  aforesaid  for  the  benefit 
of  said  Comp%  and  to  account  with  the  standing  committee  of 
said  Comp'  therefore,  and  upon  any  or  either  of  the  said  last 
mentioned  committee  failing  to  attend  said  trust  to  which  they 
are  appointed,  the  place,  or  places  of  such  to  be  supplied  by 
such  other  person,  or  persons,  as  shall  be  chosen  by  the  major 
part  of  the  said  forty  first  settlers  ;  and  upon  the  arrival  of  the 
two  hundred,  on  purpose  to  join  the  said  forty  in  the  spring, 
they  may  if  they  see  Cause,  together  with  the  said  forty,  by  the 
Major  vote  add  to  the  said  Committee,  so  as  to  make  the  whole 
to  the  number  of  nine,  who  shall  then  be  a  Committee  to  pre- 
serve order  and  regulate  the  affairs  of  said  settlers,  &  others  of 
said  Comp^,  who  may  join  them,  until  further  or  otherwise 
ordered  by  said  Comp'^ ;  which  said  Committee  by  a  Major  vote 
of  the  settlers  there  present,  duly  Convened,  may  expel  from 
them  any  person  or  persons  among  them  who  shall  so  disorderly 
Conduct  and  behave,  as  shall  by  them  be  judged  inconsistent 
with  the  good  and  interest  of  said  Comp^  and  may  declare  the 
right  of  such  persons  forfeit,  which  shall  so  •■eniain,  unless  the 
said  Compy  at  any  time  after  meeting,  upon  hearing  the  Cause 
of  Complaint  shall  otherwise  determine. 

To  provide  a  minis-  Voted,  that  some  proper,  well  disposed  person 
'^'■-  or  persons,  be  procured   by  those  persons  who 

shall  undertake  to  settle  on  the  Susq*  lands  according  to  the 
above  vote,  in  order  to  be  as  a  head,  or  teacher,  to  Carry  on 
religious  instruction  &  Worship  among  the  settlers,  viz— of 
such  denomination  as  any  particular  number  may  be  agree<l 
upon,  and  to  be  at  the  Expense  of  such  denomination,  as  such 
person  so  procured  shall  be,  until  some  further  arrangement 
can  be  made. 

Voted,  that  if  any  Settler,  or  settlers,  on  the  aforesaid  lands, 
in  pursuance  of  the  vote  of  this  Comp^,  shall  be  sued  or  prose- 
cuted in  the  law  by  the  Proprietors  of  Penn*,  or  any  under 
them,  on  account  of  such  his  settlement  .and  possessions,  that 
on  proper  notice  being  given  to  the  standing  Committee  of  said 
Corai>^,  that  this  Comp?  will  be  at  the  cost  of  his  or  their  de- 
fence in  said  suit. 
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Whereas,  at  former  meetings  this  Comps^  have  appointed 
sundry  persons  to  make  sale  ov  sundry  rij^hts,  who  have  not 
made  return  of  their  doings  tlierein,  tlieyaretherelor,^.  to  cliiect 
and  require  the  standing  Committee  appointed  to  order  the 
prudential  affairs  of  this  Comp>,  and  they  are  hereby  em- 
powcired  to  require  and  demand  an  account  of  all  such  persons, 
of  what  they  have  done  therein,  and  to  cause  any  sum,  or  sums 
of  money  now  outstanding,  and  due  to  the  Comp>,  to  be  col 
lecteii  and  paid  into  the  Tr^^as.  of  s'^  Comp>. 

Wliereas,  there  are  sundry  persons  who  originally  proposed 
to  be  of  tills  (Joinp',  who  never  paid  to  the  use  of  the  Comp'^. 
and  whereas  this  Comp'  have  been  at  ConsJderaV)le  expense  in 
supporting  and  bringing  forward  the  affairs  and  business  of 
this  Comp*, — It  is  therefore  voted. and  agreed,  that  all  sucli 
persons  as  aforesaid,  their  heirs  &c.,  shall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  excluded  from  having  any  rieht  or  share  or  interest  in 
the  Susq-^  purchase,  so  called,  Except  they  shall  pay,  or  Cause 
to  be  paid  into  the  Treasui-y  of  this  Comp^^,  or  to  the  standing 
Committee  for  the  use  of  the  (]omp'',  the  sum  of  £(5  lawful 
money,  by  the  32"'  day  of  April  next  Coming,  together  with  all 
such  furtheradditions,  grants,  taxes,  asniay  bomade  orordered 
by  said  Comp"  and  the  said  Committee  are  directed  to  acquaint 
all  such  persons  with  the  above  regulation. 

Voted,  that  Col.  Eiiphalet  Dyer,  Col.  Sam'  Talcott,  Elisha 
Sheldon  Esq.,  Capt.  .Jon^  Pettibone  and  Mr.  Ben.j.  Paine,  be 
a  Committee  to  apply  to  tiie  Tipneral  Assembly  of  this  Colony 
in  January  next,  in  behalf  of  this  Comp',  for  the  obtaining  of 
such  further  favor  of  said  assembly,  as  they  shall  think  pro- 
per, by  investing  said  Comp^"  with  the  Colony's  right  to  such 
lands  as  they  have  purchased  of  the  Indians,  lyingon  the  river 
Susq^orothei  wise,notinconsJstentv»'iththGinterestof  s'^  Colony. 

Whereas,  James  Blakesley  of  Waterbury.  lias  represented  to 
this  meeting,  that  he  has  paid  five  dollars  to  Thomas  Seymour 
Esq  deceased  for  his  admistion  into  this  Comp%  ard  that  his 
name  is  not  Enrolled,  and  that  he  Cannot  nov/  prove  by  re- 
ceipt or  otherwise,  his  right  in  said  jmrchase;  it  is  therefore 
voted  to  admit  the  said  Blakesley  into  this  Coinp''  for  ti  whole 
riglit,  on  condition  that  he  shall  now  pay  for  the  use  of  the 
Comp>^,  two  dollars,  being  all  the  arrearages  due  to  this  time 
Gmnttonoc.whoc-  Voted,  to  grant  to  Doc.  Elear.er  Wheelock, 
locks  Indian  School  a  truet  of  land  in  the  easterly  part  of  the 
Sucq*  purchase,  ten  miles  long,  and  six  miles  wide,  for  the 
use  of  the  Indian  School  under  his  care  -Provided,  he  shall  set 
up,  and  keep  said  school  on  the  premises. 

This  meeting  adjourned  to  the  12"'  day  of  April  next,  to  meet 
at  Hartford. 

Teste  Ebenezer  Gray,  Jonr. 
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Stratford,  Feb.  23,  ]7J4.  Then  received  of  Mr.  James  Beard, 
Juur. ,  of  said  Srraiford.  five  Spanish  mill  dollais,  to  be  de- 
livered to  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  CompJ  engaged  in 
purchasing  the  Susq^  land,  and  to  be  on  account  of  ono  whole 
right.  I  saj'  receiv'd  per  me.  Sam'  Adams. 
Truly  recorded,  per  Sam'  Gray,  clerk. 

Canaan,  June  2',  17.55.  Rec''  of  Rev.  ]\lr.  Ebenezcr  White,  of 
Danbury,  by  the  han<ls  of  Capt.  Josiah  Starr,  U  dollars,  to  en- 
title him  to  a  whole  share  or  riglit  witli  tlio  rest  of  the  pur- 
chasers of  a  tract  of  land  obtained  lately  by  a  deed  of  the  na- 
tives upon  Susq^  River,  if  the  Committee  adnat. 

John  Smith, 
.Tosiah  Starr, 
Uriah  Steavens, 
Stephen  Gardiner. 

Canaan,  June  2,  1755.  Rec'^  of  Mr.  Thos.  Taylor,  of  Danbury, 
by  -the  hands  of  Capt.  Josiah  Starr,  9  dolls,  to  entitle  him  to  a 
whole  share  or  right,  &c. 

Certificate  May  10,  17*9.     Signed  as  above. 

Same  date,  Rec'^  of  Matthew  Benedict,  of  Danbury,  tho  same 
as  above.  Same  date,  ReC  of  Mr.  Dan'  Starr,  of  Danbury, 
the  same  as  above. 

The  within  four  receipts  are  allowed  and  approved  of,  by 
Eliphalet  Dyer.  S.  Gray,  Jed.  Elderkin  in  Committee. 

The  above  is  a  true  record  of  four  receipts,  and  the  endorse- 
ment thereon.     Teste  S.  Gray,  clerk. 

Proprietorsadmitted  by  Ephraim  Bower,  Esq. ,  of  Providence  : 

Philip  Peckham,  of  Newport,  1  right. 

John  Green,  per  Richard  Warwick,  ',      " 

Wm.  Vernon,  of  Newport,  A      " 

Rights  voted  by  Fbenezer  Backus  of  Windham  : 

One  half  right  to  Charles  Stewart, 

"         "       "  John  Perkins, 

One  right  to  Ezra  Loomis,  >    ,     xu     *•  t^     i 
»       .7        u     ,17      T^-  ,         C   both  ot  Boston. 
"       "        "     Wm.  Dick,      ) 


Hartford.  April  IG,       -^*  ^  meeting  of  the   Susq"  Comp-'',  held  at 
l'*''^-  Hartford,  by  adjournment,  April  12,  1769. 

John  Smith,  Esq.,  Moderator.  Sam' Gray,  Clerk. 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  appointed  at  the  last  meeting  to 
admit  the  40  persons  first  to  go  on  nnd  settle  the  land  i)ur- 
. chased  by  this  (^omp'  on  Susq'^  river,  as  also  the  200  proposed 
to  settle  in  the  Spring,  with   the  gentlemen    of  this  meeting 
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.•idded  to  t.hf  said  Committee,  be  and  they  ai-e  herel)y  appointed 
to  admit  and  receive  as  a,  further  nunil)er  of  settlers  to  the 
300  men  to  be  sent  auioiHit  of  oOO  good,  able  men  to  jn-oceed  and 
o°-  settle  the  aforesaid    lands    by  the   10"'  of  May 

next,  which  said  300  as  their  encouragement,  shall  have  to 
themselves,  or  in  jn-oporton  if  the  numV)er  shall  fall  short  of 
;^00,  three  townships  on  tlie  West  Branch  of  the  Susq"  river  in 
the  place  they  shall  choose,  of  the  contents  of  five  miles  square, 
l)eing  contiguous  or  opposite  to  each  other  on  each  side  of  the 
liver,  the  same  to  be  lield  l)y  them  or  in  projjortion  as  afore- 
said, with  the  same  reserves,  and  on  the  same  Conditions  and 
regulations  as  voted  at  the  last  meeting  for  the  said  40,  and  the 
said  200;  and  that  the  whole  number  of  540  be  filled  up  of  the 
()roprietors,  or  as  of  such  as  shall  come  in  under  a  proprietor, 
and  in  order  to  be  admitted,  to  produce  a  certificate  from  such 
proprietor  on  whose  right  he  offers  himself  a  settler,  and  that 
50  barrels  of  Pork  be  procured  -by  Sam'  Gfray,  Esq.,  and  Mr. 
Gershom  Breed  for  the  use  of  the  Settlers. 

Voted,  that  there  be  raised  two  dollars  on  a  right,  to  be  paid 
forthwith  into  tlie  hands  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  re- 
ceive the  same,  and  by  the  Committee,  into  the  liands  of  George 
Wyllys  or  Sam'  Gray,  Esq.,  for  the  use,  and  to  defray  the 
charges  of  said  Comp',  and  tliat  for  the  same  purpose  there  be 
sold  100  rights  at  £12  per  right,  30  of  which  by  the  committee 
of  settlers,  20  by  Mr.  Ebenezer  Backus,  all  to  be  sold  in  the 
l)ack  parts,  on  New  York,  Jerseys,  or  Pennsylvania;  six  by 
Kphraim  Bowen,  Esi^.,  of  Providence,  and  the  remainder 
with  those  before  unsold  by  the  committee  appointed  for  that 
purpose,  and  by  the  standing  committee  of  said  Comp'^,  to  be 
by  them  jjaid  into  tlie  Treasurer  or  Clerk  of  said  Comp^,  and 
that  said  Ebene/er  Backus  have  the  disposal  of  one  right,  as  a 
recompense  for  his  services  and  expenses  in  selling  those  cout- 
mitted  to  his  care  in  the  upper  part  of  Pennsylvania. 

Voted,  that  the  540  above  proposed  to  settle  and  take  posses- 
sion of  the  Comp^^  land  on  Susq''  River,  and  all  others  who  may 
join  them,  be  under  the  direction  and  order  of  the  Committee 
of  settlers,  and  that  they,  the  Committee,  form  the  whole  num- 
ber present  on  said  land,  into  one  body,  joined  together  in  one 
Common  interest,  and  settled  as  Compact  together  as  may  be, 
properly  fortified,  Avithout  any  regard  to  any  particular  town- 
ship or  townships  which  maybe  afterward  laid  out  and  divided 
according  to  the  votes  of  the  Comp^^,  for  encouragement  of 
the  first  year's  settlers ;  and  also  to  divide  and  part  out  the 
men  into  parties,  proper  for  the  various  business,  husbandry, 
tillage,  labor,    fortifying.   Scouting,   hunting,    providing,   and 


CLAIMING  LANDS  IN  WYOMING.  65 

other  parts  necessary  and  Convenient  for  the  whole,  and  to 
unile  in  peace  &  good  will. 

In  addition  to  the  the  vote  passed  at  the  last  meeting,  now 
Minister  to  be  pro-  voted,  that  a  chaplain  or  minister  as  a  teacher, 
^'fied.  and  head  in  religious  matters,  and  to  carry  on 

religions  worship,  be  provided  by  the  standing  Committee,  to 
go  forward  with  our  settlers  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  that  an 
encouragement  that  such  minister  proceeding  and  ('arrying 
on  religious  worship  or  services  according  to  his  ability,  in  a 
wilderness  Country,  be  entitled  to  one  whole  right  or  share  in 
said  purchase,  and  such  other  privilege  and  encouragement 
as  those  whom  he  goes  to  serve  are  entitled  ;  and  it  is  further 
recommended  to  the  settlers  whom  he  goes  to  serve,  to  pro- 
vide him  sustenance  with  themselves  according  to  their  ability. 

Voted,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Comp''  be  by  the  Committee 
returned  to  Mr.  William  Ledley,  for  his  kind  services  to  our 
friends  the  first  forty,  while  at  Kaston  under  arrest,  and  as  a 
testimony  of  their  grateful  sense  of  his  humanity  and  kindness 
aforesaid,  that  he  be  entitled  to  one  whole  right  or  share  with 
us  in  the  Susq^  purchase. 

Voted,  that  Eliphalet  Pyer,  Sam'  Talcott,  and  Jedediah  El- 
derkin,  Esq.,  or  either  two  of  them,  be  appointed  (by  the  be- 
ginning of  June  next)  to  set  out  and  proceed  to  Philadelphia, 
with  proper  attendants,  and  from  there  to  the  Court  at  Eas- 
ton,  in  order  to  arrange  and  transact  the  affairs  relative  to  our 
purchase ;  engage  Counsel,  agents,  or  attorneys,  for  us,  and 
properly  empower  them  to  act  for  us  in  the  province  of  Penn*, 
to  defend  our  Cause  and  in  the  prosecution  Commenced 
against  Sundry  of  our  first  forty,  who  proceeded  to  settle  our 
lands  last  winter,  and  advise  and  Counsel  the  best  with  re- 
spect to  our  future  operations  in  prosecuting  onr  Cause. 

Voted,  that  all  our  proprietors  named  in  our  deed,  or  roll,  as 
all  others  Concerned,  pay  in  their  several  and  respective  Sums 
<lue  and  unpaid,  that  has  been  or  now  is  raised  by  vote  of  this 
(Company  on  their  several  rights,  that  any  person  or  persons 
who  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  same  by  the  P'  of  June 
next,  if  nothing  paid  their  whole  right  to  be  forfeited  to  the 
Compy,  and  if  only  part  paid  so  much  of  their  right  to  be  for- 
feited as  remains  unpaid  ;  and  the  Standing  Committee  are  em- 
powered after  that  time  to  dispose  of  the  same  to  others,  who 
shall  pay  the  Same,  or  So  much  as  to  raise  the  sums  in  which 
such  neglecting  proprietors  are  deficient ;  unless  such  reasons 
shall  be  offered  to  said  Committee,  as  they  shall  judge  they 
ought  to  be  saved -or  Excused  from  Such  forfeiture. 

Voted,  that  Col.  Talcott  be  one  of  the  standing  Committee, 
in  the  room  of  John  Smith,  Esq.,  released. 
5— Vol.  XVIII. 
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Voted,  that  Major  Durkee,  John  Smith,  Esq.,  Mr.  Gore,  Vine 
Elderkin,  Mr.  Ebenezer  Backus,  Capt.  McNeal,  Mr.  Ezra  Dean, 
Mr.  Nicholas  Depui,  Mr.  Stephen  Gardner,  Mr.  Thomas  Dyer, 
Mr.  Michael  Baldwin,  Mr,  Daniel  Sherrard  the  3*^,  Mr.  Moses 
Kenney,  Mr.  Noah  Phelps,  be  added  to  the  Committee  of  the 
former  Committee  of  Settlers,  &c.  ;  and  that  the  Settlers  when 
they  arrive  on  the  land,  have  power  to  choose  and  elect  such 
other  gentlemen  as  they  think  proper  from  among  themselves, 
as  a  further  addition  to  said  Committee. 

Voted,  that  the  Standing  Committee,  together  with  Elizur 
Talcott,  Dan'  Lyman,  Benj.  Steavens,  Josiah  Lyndoll,  Joseph 
Eaton,  Beriah  Brown,  Ephraim  Bowen,  Jos.  Randall,  Robert 
Dixon,  Jonathan  Pettibone,  James  Bird,  Isaac  Tracy,  Benj. 
Kurman,  Rich**  Goldsmith,  Timothy  Woodbridge,  Increase 
Mosely,  Elihu  Marsh,  Jonathan  Root,  Isaac  Tripp,  Ebenezer 
Leach,  and  Mr.  Gershom  Breed,  be  a  Committee  to  receive  the 
tax  of  two  dollars  now  voted,  and  any  taxes  that  yet  remain 
unpaid,  and  to  pay  the  same  to  George  Wyllys,  Esq. ,  or  Sam' 
Gray  for  the  use  of  this  Company. 

Adjourned  without  day. 


Windham,  July  26.        At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq"  Comp^  warned 
1769.  and  held  at  Windham.  July  26,  1769. 

Eliphalet  Dyer,  Esq.,  Moderator.     Sam'  Gray,  clerk. 

Question   proposed,  whether  they  would    recall    the    people 
now  on  the  Susq*  lands,  under  the  votes  of  the  Comp^. 
Passed  in  the  negative. 

Voted,  that  any  person  or  persons,  who  are  deficient  in  pay- 
ing any  sum  due  on  their  rights,  or  that  have  not  paid  in  the 
Tax  or  Taxes  that  have  been  raised  upon  their  respective  rights, 
and  that  shall  not  pay  in  the  same  to  the  respective  Commit- 
tees for  that  purpose  appointed,  by  the  first  Wednesday  in  Sep. 
next,  that  so  much  of  their  respective  rights  shall  then  be  sold 
at  vendue,  to  the  highest  bidder,  as  shall  raise  the  sum  or  sums 
in  which  they  are  deficient. 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  give  public  notice  to  the  propri- 
etors, to  pay  in  the  remaining  Taxes,  or  that  on  failure,  their 
rights  will  be  exposed  to  sale.  Voted,  that  Col.  Sam'  Talcott, 
be  desired  to  repair  with  our  people  to  Easton,  to  attend,  and 
advise  in  their  Cause,  and  if  he  should  refuse,  to  appoint  Some 
other  person  they  think  proper 

Voted,  to  adjourn  to  the  first  Wednesday  in  September,  at 
Windham. 

Two  ^  rights  sold  by  Col.   Eliph''  Dyer,  to  wit : 
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Capt.  Guy  Richards,  k  right,     Guy  Richards,  Juiir. ,  ^  right. 

Account  of  rights  sold  by  S.  Gray  : 

Chas.  Walsworth,  h  right,  Jos.  Hurlburt,  Junr. ,  fright. 

Tiiny  Green  of  New  London,  i  "       Capt.  Jos.   Hurlburt,^     " 

David  Manwaring,  h  " 

John  Spencer,  Alias  Jn"  Gilbert  Spencer  of  Bolton,  1  share. 

Ebenezer  Baldwin,  i  right. 

Noah  Chapman  of  Colchester  ^  right  Sold  by  Gershoin  Breed. 

Doc.  Thomas  Williams,  \     " 

April  1,  1773.  Sundry  rights  sold  by  S.  Gray: 

Holland  Weeks,  1  whole  right,    John  Adams,  Jun.,    ^  right, 

Capt.  Aaron  Cleveland,  ^'  "        Wm.  Darbe,  ^      " 

Wm.  Forster,  4    "        Ebenezer  I^athrop,     ^      " 

Timothy  Green,  ^    "       Zach^  Lathrop,  ^      " 

April  23,  1773. 
William  Judd,  ^  right,  Abr"  Sedgwick,  ^  right, 

Thomas  Converse,  ^       " 

May  20,  1773. 
Janna  Denning,  1  whole  right,    Chas.  Churchill,  1  right, 
Darius  SpafFord,  ^  share,  Ebenezer  Gray,  i  share, 

Thos.  Gray,  I     '' 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq*  Comp^  held  at  Windham  by  ad- 
journment on  the  first  Wednesday  of  September,  1769. 

Voted,  that  Col.  Sam'  Talcott  be  agent  for  the  Com^y  to  a)«- 
sist  in  the  suit  at  Easton.     Voted  nem.  Con. 

Voted,  that  if  it  should  happen  that  Col.  Talcott  Cannot,  or 
should  not  go  to  Easton,  according  to  appointment,  that  the 
Comjy  refer  the  matter  to  the  General  Committee,  to  appoint 
such  other  person  in  his  room  for  said  purpose,  as  they  shall 
judge  best. 

Voted,  that  the  present  Susq*  Committee  appointed  to  collect 
in  the  monies  due  to  the  Susq"  Comp^,  together  with  Sam'  Ely 
of  Lyne,  Capt.  Joseph  Hurlburt  of  New  London,  Mr.  Seth 
Smith  of  Stonington,  Mr.  Garrett  Rappelle  of .  New  York, 
Win.  Camp,  of  East  Jersey,  be  a  committee  to  receive  all 
Taxes  which  remain  unpaid  or  take  proper  security  or  interest 
therefor  for  the  use  of  the  Susq»  Company. 

Whoever  shall  neglect  either  to  pay  the  Taxes  due  from  him, 
or  to  secure  the  same  as  aforesaid  on  or  before  the  SO""  day  of 
October  next,  such  proprietor  having  due  notice  to  pay  or  se- 
cure such  tax  or  taxes  as  aforesaid,  such  delinquent  proprietor 
shall  forfeit  to  said  Comp'^,  such  proprietors  rights  in  the  Sus- 
quehanna's Company's  purchase,  and  the  same  shall  revert  to 
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the  use  of  said  Coinp%  unless  such  dehnquent  proprietor  shah 
be  able  to  satisfy  said  Coinp>,  tliat  there  was  sufficient  reason 
for  such  neglect,  and  pay  the  same. 

Voted,  that  persons  that  are  bound  over  to  answer  at  the 
Court  at  Easton  this  month,  shall  receive  three  dollars  to  bear 
their  expenses  on  their  way  there. 

That  ten  pounds  L.  M. ,  be  paid  out  of  the  Susq"  Treasury  to 
Major  John  Durkee,  John  Smith,  Esq.,  and  Stephen  Gardner. 
Committee  at  Susquehanna,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the 
necessary  Extraordinary  Expenses  of  the  Committee,  to  be 
used  at  their  discretion. 

Votf'd,  that  .:f  18  L.  M.  be  paid  out  of  the  Susq"  Money,  by 
Sam'  Gray,  Esq.,  to  Mr.  Isaac  Tripp,  Benj.  FoUett  and  John 
Jenkins,  as  a  committee,  to  be  equally  divided  and  paid  to 
the  several  persons  now  boundover  to  the  Court  at  Easton,  and 
that  shall  set  off  on  their  journey  to  said  Court,  to  be  paid  to 
each  one  in  equal  proportion  to  the  distance  of  the  way  each 
one  lives  from  said  Court,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  their 
charges  in  said  journey  ;  and  that  Sam'  Gray,  Esq. .  also  pay 
into  the  hands  of  said  Committee  forty  shillings  more,  for  each 
of  said  persons  bound  over  to  said  Court  as  aforesaid,  and  that 
shall  appear  there  to  be  improved  by  said  Committee,  for  mak- 
ing necessary  provisions  for  their  support  at  Easton;  said 
Committee  to  be  Consider'd  as  three  of  the  i)erson8  for  whom 
said  monies  are  granted,  and  said  Committee  are  to  repay  to 
the  General  Committee,  whatever  of  said  sum  of  £40  there 
shall  not  be  appropriated,  according  to  this  vote, 

Voted,  that  Col.  Dyer,  Major  Elizur  Talcott,  Humphrey 
Avery  and  Isaac  Tripp,  Esq  ,  be  a  commmittee  to  apply  to 
Col.  Sam' Talcott,  Esq.,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  Susq" 
Comp^.  to  request  said  Col.  Talcott  to  go  to  Easton  as  agent 
for  said  Comp^,  to  assist  the  several  Susq"  proprietors  now 
bound  over  to  the  Court  to  be  held  at  Easton  this  month,  and 
take  care  of  said  Cause,  and  that  the  general  Committee  give 
order  for  such  sums  of  money  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Susq'  money 
into  the  hands  of  the  said  Col.  Talcott,  as  they  shall  judge 
necessary  for  said  purpose,  for  his  Expenses  in  said  Cause,  and 
journey,  and  shall  be  agreeable  and  handsome  reward  for  his 
said  service. 

Adjourned  to  the  8"'  of  November  next  at  Hartford. 


At  a   meeting  of   the   Susq"  Comp^  held  by  adjournment  at 
Hartford,  Nov.  8,  1769. 
Major  Elizur  Talcott,  Moderator.     Sam'  Gray,  clerk. 
Voted,  that  the  settlement  of  the  lands  belonging  to  thia 
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Comp^  at  Wyoming  on  Susq*  River,  be  pursued  according  to 
the  vote  of  this  Comp>'  at  their  meeting  ac  Hartford,  Dec.  28, 
1766,  and  that  the  Committee  use  tlieir  utmost  endeavour  to 
make  up  in  Cash,  an  equivalent  for  the  oO  barrels  of  pork 
granted  by  this  CompJ^,  for  the  use  of  said  Settlement,  with 
what  they  have  already  sent  for  the  use  of  the  340  settlers  men- 
tioned in  said  vote,  and  that  a  further  sum  of  £75  L.  M.  be  for- 
warded and  paid  to  the  Committee  appointed  to  oversee  and 
direct  in  the  settlement,  for  the  use  of  the  240  that  shall  re- 
main on  said  land,  and  that  the  Committee  use  their  influence 
with  Major  Durkee,  to  continue  at  Wyoming  with  our  settlers 
this  winter. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  few  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Susq" 
purchase  are  present,  or  have  had  notice  of  this  meeting,  and 
matters  of  importance  are  now  under  Consideration  relative  to 
said  purchase  and  settlement ;  It  is  now  Voted,  to  adjourn 
this  meeting  to  the  6""  day  of  Dec.  next  at  Windham,  and  the 
clerk  is  hereby  drected  to  publish  a  copy  of  this  vote  and  ad- 
iournment  of  this  meeting  as  above,  in  this,  and  the  three  ad- 
joining Provinces,  and  the  proprietors  are  desired  to  givetbeir 
attendance  without  fail,  as  matters  most  interesting  to  the 
Comp^  are  then  to  come  under  Consideration. 

Adjourned  to  the  6'"  of  Dec.  1769,  at  Windham. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq"*  Comp^  held  at  Windham  by  ad- 
journment, Dec.  6,  1769. 

Rliphalet  Dyer,  Esq.,  Moderator.       Sam' Gray,  Clerk. 

Voted,  that  Sam'  Gray,  Esq.,  and  Major  John  Durkee,  be 
Evidences  to  be  appointed  to  take  ijroper  Evidences  or  aflRda- 
Pe^nnamftes"!^'  ^^^  vlts  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  at  Easton 
at  the  last  trial ;  also  of  the  attack  and  robbery  of  our  people 
near  Fort  Augusta,  and  of  the  insults  and  attacks  of  our  set- 
tlers at  Wyoming,  and  their  conduct  during  the  Summer  past, 
and  the  treaty  and  declaration  of  the  Indians,  and  any  other 
matters  proper. 

Voted,  that  monies  be  collected  and  delivered  to  Major  Dur- 
kee, in  order  to  pay,  defend  and  defray  the  Expenses  at  Eas- 
ton, so  far  as  the  Committee  shall  think  necessary,  and  they 
are  enabled  to  furnish,  and  for  him  to  render  an  account 
thereof. 

Voted,  that  those  who  delay  payment  of  their  taxes  in  ar- 
rears, until  the  adjourned  meeting,  whose  rights  we  declared 
forfeited  by  a  former  vote  to  the  Comp^,  shall  be  immediately 
sold  by  a  Committee  to  the  best  advantage  of  the  Compy'',  if  not 
paid  or  secured  by  that  time,  of  which  notice  is  to  be  given. 
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Voted,  that  the  debts  due  the  Comp"^  be  immediateiy  col- 
lected, without  delay. 

Voted,  that  Sam' Gray,  Esq.,  be  a  Committee  with  the  advice 
of  one,  or  more  of  the  Standing  Committee,  as  he  shall  find 
necessary,  to  settle  and  adjust  accounts  with  those  who  have 
collected  or  received  money  of  the  Company's  for  special  Ser- 
vices, &c.  ;  and  return  the  general  state  of  affairs  and  of  all  past 
grants,  disbursements,  &c. ,  to  the  meeting  of  the  Comp^ ;  and 
as  there  will  necessarily  be  a  demand  of  more  money  than  is 
now  Collected  to  pay  off  the  debts  now  due  at  Easton,  and 
further  defend  those  held  over  for  trial,  it  is  recommended 
to  all  the  proprietors  present,  now  to  advance  what  they  Con- 
veniently Can  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  to  be  repaid  as  soon 
as  the  same  can  be  collected  of  the  debts  due  the  Company. 

Adjourned  to  the  10""  of  Jan^  next  at  Windham. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq"  Comp-"^,  held  by  adjournment,  at 
Windham,  Jan^  10,  1770. 

Major  Elizur  Talcott,  Moderator.     Sara'  Gray,  clerk. 

Voted,  that  Mr.  Gershom  Breed  and  Capt.  Ebenezer  Bald- 
win, both  of  Norwich,  be  added  to  the  present  standing  Com- 
mittee. 

Voted,  that  the  Standing  Committee  be  directed  to  proceed 
in  what  they  esteem  best  for  the  interests  of  the  Comp',  to 
keep  and  maintain  possession  of  our  purchase  on  Susq*  River. 

Voted,  that  Capt.  Z.  Butler  and  Capt.  Rob^  Durkee  be 
added  to  the  Committee  of  Settlers,  to  take  Care  of  the  Com- 
pany's interests  and  effects  at  Susq%  and  that  they  receive 
their  advice  and  instructions  from  the  standing  Committee. 

Voted,  that  there  is  present  occasion  for  money  to  be  ad- 
vanced for  the  service  of  the  Comp''.  That  if  any  person  shall 
be  so  kind  as  to  advance  or  lend  any  such  sum,  or  sums,  to 
the  standng  Committee,  that  said  Committee  to  repay  the 
Same  out  of  the  securities  they  have  in  their  hands,  to  be  Col- 
lected as  soon  as  may  be,  or  of  any  other  of  the  Company's 
money. 

Whereas  there  are  many  proprietors  that  have  not  yet  paid 
the  taxes  due  on  their  right,  which  rights  according  to  the  votes 
of  this  Comp',  are  already  reverted  to  the  Comp^ ;  but  as  this 
Comp-^  have  no  desire  to  deprive  said  proprietors  of  said  rights  ; 
it  is  now  Voted,  that  such  delinquent  proprietors  shall  have 
until  the  first  day  of  March  next,  to  pay  said  Taxes,  and  such 
proprietors  as  shall  not  pay  and  settle  such  Taxes  by  said  first 
day  of  March,  his  right  shall  revert  to  said  Company,  and  the 
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Clerk  of  this  meeting  is  directed  to  publish  the  substance  of 
the  above  Vote  in  the  public  papers. 
Adjourned  without  day. 


A  a  meeting  of  the  Susq*  Comj)'^  legally  warned  and  held 
at  Hartford.  June  6,  1770. 

Major  Elizur  Talcott,  Moderator.     Sam'  Gray,  Clerk. 

Voted,  that  Ozias  Yates,  and  Benj.  Yale's  right,  and  John 
Jolly  on  Job  Yale's  right,  settlers  on  the  lands  on  Susque- 
hanna river,  be  of  the  number  of  the  first  40  Settlers,  and  en- 
titled to  their  rights  in  the  Townships  that  shall  be  laid  out  of 
the  said  forty,  and  that  Dow  Tripp  be  excluded  from  the  num- 
ber of  the  said  forty,  and  any  right,  in  the  township  which  shall 
be  laid  out  for  them,  the  said  Yale  and  Jolly  for  the  future, 
to  do  and  perform  their  duty  as  settlers  on  said  lands,  accord- 
ing to  the  votes  of  said  Company. 

Voted,  that  the  five  Townships  of  land  granted  by  this 
Comp',  for  the  encouragement  of  the  first  240  settlers,  shall  be 
laid  out  according  to  Mr.  David  Mead's  survey  made  last  fall ; 
and  as  our  Paxtang  friends  that  have  come  on  to  settle  with  us, 
Nanticoke  granted  ^ave  agreed  to  take  the  Township  called  Nan- 
tothePaxtangmen.  ticoke  township,  we  now  grant  the  same  to 
them  according  to  the  number  of  them  that  have  Complied 
with  the  proposal  made  to  them  by  the  standing  Committee, 
the  remainder  of  said  Town  to  be  filled  up  out  of  the  200  Set- 
tled under  the  same  regulations,  and  with  the  same  reserves 
made  in  the  other  townships,  granted  to  the  Settlers  in  fulfil- 
ment of  the  engagements  of  the  Committee  of  this  Comp^  with 
our  said  Paxtang  friends,  in  their  letter  to  them  by  Capt.  But- 
ler and  Mr.  Ebenezer  Backus,  and  that  a  township  six  miles 
square  be  laid  out  at  a  place  called  Lackawanna,  on  the  south 
of  said  Nanticoke  township,  adjoining  thereto,  in  lieu  of  said 
Nanticoke,  for  the  fifty  settlers  which  the  said  Nanticoke  town- 
ship would  have  belonged  to,  upon  the  same  Conditions,  and 
with  the  same  reverses,  made  and  received  in  the  other  town- 
ship granted  to  the  settlers ;  and  if  neither  of  the  said  places 
shall  suit  to  lay  out  the  last  mentioned  Township,  that  then 
the  same  shall  be  laid  out  by  the  direction  of  Major  Durkee  and 
Capt.  Butler,  eo  as  to  do  justice  to  said  settlers  and  the  Com- 
pany. 

TradiDK  house  es-       Voted  that  there  be  at  present  but  one  trad- 
tabiished.  ijjg  house    set  up   in    our   purchase    on  Susq* 

River  for  trading  with  and  accommodating  the   Indians  with 
such  necessaries  as  thev  from  time  to  time  shall  want,  and  that 
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those  persons  that  shall  trade  and  deal  with  the  Indians,  shall 
be  under  the  direction  and  control  of  Major  Durkee,  Capt. 
Butler  and  Doc.  Timothy  Hopkins,  who  are  hereby  authorized 
to  take  care  of,  and  oversee  the  trade  and  deal  with  the  In- 
dians, and  see  that  justice  is  at  all  times  done  to  them. 

Voted,  that  the  Standing  Committee  as  soon  as  they  can 
Minister  to  be  pro-  ^^'•'^11  convenience  procure  some  able  and  ortho- 
f^"^^'^-  dt)X   minister  of   the   Gospel,  to  repair  at  our 

settlement  at  Wyoming,  and  remain  with  them  for  one  year  in 
the  discharge  of  his  ministerial  oflice  among  them  ;  and  that 
said  Committee  shall  draw  their  order  on  Capt.  Butler,  for 
such  part,  or  the  whole  money  in  his  hands,  as  they  shall  judge 
necessary  for  the  support  of  said  minister. 

Whereas,  it  is  probable  that  many  proprietors  not  included 
in  the  240  first  settlers  have,  and  will  repair  to  join  our 
settlement  on  our  purchase  on  Siisq^  river  in  order  to  set- 
tle theniselves  and  families  on  said  lands,  in  part  of  their  gen- 
eral rights  in  part  of  said  purchase,  it  is  now  Voted,  that  the 
committee  that  shall  hereafter  be  apjjointed  to  oversee  and 
direct  the  whole  settlement  on  said  land,  shall,  and  they  are 
hereby  authorized  and  Empowered, at  the  cost  of  those  that  ap- 
New  townships  to  P'>'  ^'^^  ^he  same  to  lay  out  townships  five  miles 
be  laid  out.  square  for    such    proprietors  within  said    pur- 

chase as  such  proprietor  shall  apply  for  the  same  in  part  of 
their  general  rights  in  Said  purchase,  each  of  which  townships 
to  be  divided  into  fiftv  Equal  parts  or  shares  for  quantity  and 
quality,  three  of  which  rights  or  shares  to  be  reserved  for  the 
public  benefit  of  said  townshi])  in  the  same  maner  and  for 
the  same  purpose  as  the  reserved  rights  in  the  townships  here- 
tofore granted  to  the  first  240  settlers. 

Voted,  that  Capt.  Z.  Butler,  Isaac  Tripp,  Benj.  Follett, 
John  Jenkins,  William  Buck,  Benj.  Shoemaker,  John  Simpson, 
TimothyHopkins,  David  Marvin,  ThomasDyer,  EbenezerGray, 
Junr. ,  Mr.  Obediah  Gore,  Robert  Young  and  Nath' Wales  a', 
be,  and  are  hereby  appointed  a  committee,  to  assist  Major 
Durkee  in  ordering  and  directing  in  all  the  affairs  relating  to 
the  well  government  of  said  Settlers,  and  in  directing  the  set- 
tling of  Said  lands  till  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Comp^ ;  reserv- 
ing only  that  in  Case  any  person  shall  be  agrieved  by  the  de- 
termination of  said  Committee,  they  shall  have  liberty  to  lay 
the  same  before  this  Company  for  their  determination  thereon, 
otherwise,  that  if  Said  Com^y  Cannot  be  Conveniently  Con- 
vened,  before  the  standing  Committee  of  said  Company. 

Adjourned  without  day. 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq'*  Coinp^  lawfully  warned  and  held 
at  Windham,  Oct.  17,  1770. 

Eli/.ur  Talcott,  Esq. ,   Moderator.      Sam'  Gray,  clerk. 

Voted,  that  Elizur  Talcot,  Esq. ,  Increase  Mosely,  Esq. .  Ed- 
ward Mott  and  Sam'  Gray,  Esq.,  be  a  Committee  to  repair  to 
New  Haven,  and  join  our  agent  and  Commirtee  there  to  rep- 
resent to  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony, 
now  Setting  in  New  Haven,  to  represent  to  said  assembly  the 
present  distressed  Case  of  our  settlers  on  the  Susq"  purchase, 
and  pray  the  interpostion  of  said  assembly,  and  that  the  mat- 
terrespecting  the  claim  of  this  Colony  to  the  extent  of  our  Char- 
ter, may  be  now  determined  by  said  Assembly  ;  and  that  said 
assembly  would  invest  our  settlers,  now  on  said  purchase, 
with  powers  of  Government  according  to  the  original  institu- 
tion of  this  Colony,  and  their  predecessors,  and  that  his  Honor 
the  Governor  of  this  Colony,  be  desired  to  write  to  his  Honor 
Governor  Penn,  to  release  our  settlers  that  are  imprisoned  at 
Easton,  from  their  imprisonment. 

Voted,  to  adjourn  to  the  last  Wednesday  in  November  next, 
at  Hartford  at  10  of  the  clock. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susquehanna  Company  held  at  Hartford 
by  adjournment. 

Wednesday,  November  27,  1770. 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  of  this  Comp?  do,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  send  £50  L.  M.  to  Philadelphia  <fc  Easton,  for  Major  Dur- 
kee,  and  the  rest  of  the  New  England  prisoners  in  gaol,  to 
maintain  and  support  them  according  to  the  orders  and  direc- 
tions of  said  Committee. 

Vote  J,  that   the    Rev.    Mr.     Geo.    Beckwith, 
Minister.  Jun. ,  of  Lyme,  be  entitled  to  one  whole  share 

in   the  SuEq='  purchase,  in  part  for  his  services  in  the  Ministry 
at  Wyoming,  for  the  benefit  of  the  settlers  tliere. 

Voted,  that  all  the  settlers  at  Wyoming,  that  do  again  take 
possession  of  the  land  at  Wyoming  aforesaid  by  the  15'^'^  of  May 
next,  and  continue  thereon,  holding  under  this  Company  ac- 
cording to  the  former  votes  respecting  said  settlement,  shall 
still  have  their  settling  rights,  notwithstanding  all  that  has 
passed. 

Voted,  that  the  300  settlers  on  the  West  Branch,  that  do  by 
the  said  15'"  of  May  next  take  possession  of  the  Susq^land. 
and  liold  according  to  the  vote  relating  thereto,  shall  be  en- 
titled according  to  the  former  votes  respecting  the  settlement 
there;  Voted,  that  any  proprietor,  or   man    under  a  propria- 
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tor,  that  with  the  aforesaid  settlers  do  again  take  possession 
of  the  Susq*  lands,  sliall  be  entitled  to  the  vacant  settling 
rights  if  any  there  be,  until  all  the  vacant  rights  are  taken  up, 
the  proprietors  first  taking  possession  shall  have  the  first  va- 
cant Settling  right,  one  vacant  right  to  one  person  So  taking 
possession,  and  no  more. 

Voted,  that  Nath'  Wales,  Jun. ,  Esq.,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  Comniittee,  be  desired  to  draw  up  an  Historical  account 
of  the  Colony's  title  to  those  lands  west  of  New  York,  and  this 
Company's  title  under  this  Colony,  to  the  Susq*  lands  ;  as  also 
the  rise  and  history  of  this  Corap"^,  and  transaction  of  the  au- 
thority and  Courts  of  Penn%  with  our  settlers  on  the  lands  on 
Susq*  river,  and  proper  observations  to  make  thereon. 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  be  desired  to  use  every  prudent 
and  proper  method,  that  there  be  a  full  and  universal  meeting 
of  the  proprietors  at  the  next  adjournment,  by  advertising  in 
the  newspapers  and  otherwise,  as  they  think  proper. 

Voted,  that  all  the  persons  that  have  been  entrusted  with 
the  Company's  monej',  or  have  been  Collectors,  or  are  in  debt 
to  the  Comp'',  be  immediately  called  to  render  an  account  of 
their  doings,  and  pay  the  same,  and  that  the  Committee  be 
desired  to  inform  such  jjersons  of  this  vote. 

Voted,  to  adjourn  to  Windham  on  the  2'*  Wednesday  in  Jan-^, 
1771. 

Ebenezer  Grav,  Junr.,  Clerk. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq*  Comp^  held  at  Windham  by  ad- 
journment January  9,  1771. 

Major  Elizur  Talcot,  Moderator.     Sam'  Gray,  clerk. 

Whereas  at  the  time  of  the  Susq*  Comp^^  meeting  held  at 
Hartford  in  November  last,  our  settlers  at  Wyoming  were 
drove  out  of  their  possessions  there  by  the  Pennsylvanians, 
a,nd  for  the  encouragement  of  those  settlers  to  exert  themselves 
to  regain  the  said  possessions,  it  was  then  voted,  that  if  said 
settlers  should  regain  their  possessions  by  the  15"'  of  May  next, 
such  settlers  should  be  entitled  to  all  those  rights  and  privi- 
leges in  the  same  manner  as  by  the  former  votes  they  had  a 
right  to  have  and  hold,  and  also  that  such  others  as  should  go 
in  aid  of  said  settlers  and  take  possession  with  them,  should 
be  entitled  to  the  vacant  rights  there,  as  by  said  votes  may  ap- 
pear. 

And,  Whereas,  Since  Said  meeting  some  of  our  people 
have  dispossessed  the  Pennamites,  ani  taken  possession  of 
our  Fort,  &c,  and  are  holding  the  same,  but  stand  in  need 
of    immediate    aid    to   assist  them  in    keeping  possession,  for 
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which  reason  Said  votes  are  judged  as  to  the  time  prefixed,  to 
be  inconsistent  with  the  good  and  safety  of  said  Compan}' ; 

It  is  tnerefore  now  voted  to  reconsider,  and  the  same  is  re- 
considered accordingly,  and  it  is  now  Voted,  that  the  240  set- 
tlers, except  those  that  are  bound  over  to  some  Court  in  Penn° 
Province,  shall  forthwith  repair  to  Susq%  and  join  with,  and 
assist  those  now  in  possession,  in  holding  the  same,  and  that 
in  their  so  doing,  such  of  them  as  shall  go  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  entitled  to  all  their  rights  and  privileges  there,  in  the  same 
manner  as  though  they  had  never  been  driven  out ;  and  in 
Case  that  any  of  the  said  240  settlers  shall  neglect  to  go  as 
aforesaid,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  that  then  such  person 
or  persons  so  neglecting,  shall  forfeit  his  or  their  settlers  rights, 
unless  those  who  so  neglect,  shall  offer  such  reasons  for  such 
neglect,  as  said  Comp^  shall  judge  sufficient  to  Excuse  such 
neglect. 

Voted,  that  Col.  Dyer,  Nath' Wales,  Junr.,  Sam'  Gray  and 
Major  Elderkin,  be  a  committee  in  the  name  and  behalf  of 
the  Susq*  Comp-^^,  with  all  Convenient  speed,  to  draw  up  a  state- 
ment of  our  Claims  to  the  Susq'  lands, and  proceedings  thereon 
touching  the  settlement  thereof,  with  the  reasons  of  our  tak- 
ing and  holaing  possession  thereof,  so  far  as  they  shall  judge 
best,  as  also  of  the  inhuman  treatment  our  people  have  met 
with  from  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
dangerous  Consequences  of  living  in  such  a  state  of  hostility  ; 
and  manifest  the  desir,e  of  the  Comp''  to  settle  said  Controversy 
in  some  legal  and  Constitutional  way,  and  lay  the  Same  before 
the  Governor  of  that  Province,  and  request  him  to  direct  that 
some  proper  action  may  be  commenced  to  bring  the  title  of 
said  land  to  a  legal  and  proper  issue,  and  that  said  Committee 
send  such  representation  to  Governor  Penn  by  some  proper 
person,  whom  they  shall  appoint,  and  direct  him  to  wait  upon 
the  Governor  for  his  answer  ;  and  in  case  the  Governor  shall 
refuse  to  Comply  with  such  proposals  so  made,  the  said  re- 
presentations be  ordered  to  be  inserted  in  the  public  prints  in 
that  Province  with  such  Comments  thereon  as  they  shall  judge 
best,  and  all  at  the  Expense  of  said  Comp''. 

Compact  to  be  Voted,  that  Col.  Dyer,  Nath'  Wales,  Junr., 
signed.  Sam'  Gray  and  Major  Elderkin,  be  a  committee 

to  draw  up  a  scheme  in  writing,  agreeably  to  the  minds  of  the 
settlers  on  those  lands,  to  be  signed  by  all  who  now  are,  or  shall 
go  on  and  settle  on  the  Susq*  lands,  so  as  to  legally  bind  and 
oblige  all  who  sign  the  same,  faithfully  to  perforr  each  one 
his  trust  and  undertaking,  according  to  the  tru  .ntent  and 
meaning  of  such  scheme,  and  that  none  but  such  at.  voluntarily 
sign   such  agreement   shall  be  admtted  to  hold   any  right  or 
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privilege  there  as  a  settler,  until  further  orders  of   said  Com- 
pany. 

Voted,  that  Capt.  Zebulon  Butler,  Capt.  La7:arus  Stewart, 
Major  John  Durkee  and  John  Smith,  Esq.,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  a  committee  to  repair  to  our  settlement  at 
Wyoming  with  our  Settlers,  and  they,  or  the  major  part  of 
them,  to  order  and  direct  in  all  alfairs  relating  to  the  well  or- 
dering and  governing  said  Settlers  and  Settlements ;  and  that 
the  proprietors  of  each  of  tJie  five  townships  laid  out  at  Wyom- 
ing, shall  have  full  liberty  to  choose  one  person  for  each  town, 
to  be  a  Committe  Man  to  join  the  above  Gentlemen,  the  whole 
to  be  but  one  entire  Committee  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Voted,  that  this  Comp^,  taking  into  consideration  the  special 
Hanover  granted  to  Services  done  this  Compy  by  Captain  Lazarus 
the  Stewarts* Co.  Stewart,  Willliam  Stewart  and  others,  their  as- 
sociates, in  taking  and  regaining  possession  for  us  on  our  pur- 
chase on  Susq"  river,  that  they  and  their  associates  shall  have 
and  be  entitled  to  all  the  Comp'''  rights  to  the  townships  they 
have  chosen.  Called  Hannover,  unless  they  may  be  willing  to 
admit  some  few  others,  whom  they  Esteem  the  most  deserving, 
to  come  in  for  a  share  with  them,  provided  they  keep  and  hold 
possession  according  to  the  former  votes  of  said  Company. 

V^oted,  that  Nathaniel  Wales  3"*,  be  and  remain  a  proprietor 
in  the  first  township  granted  to  the  first  forty  settlers. 

Whereas,  the  township  of  Lackawanna  is  found  not  to  be  so 
good  and  valuable  as  was  expected,  it  is  now  voted,  that  said 
township  shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  granted  to  the  thirty 
five  proprietors  that  are  alreadv  put  into  said  town,  reserving 
three  rights  in  said  Town,  according  to  the  votes  respecting 
the  other  Towns  ;  provided  they  shall  hold  possession  according 
to  the  votes  of  said  Company. 

This  meeting  is  adjourned  to  meet  at  Hartford,  May  15,  1771. 

S.  Gray,  Clerk. 

Part  of  the  200  to  go  in  the  spring  of  1769. 
Moses  Hibbard,  Silvester  Backus, 

Ebenezer  Gray,  Junr. ,  James  Fitch, 

Nath'  Wales  3^  Zebulon  Hibbard, 

•^'Thomas  Brown.  John  Howard,  Junr. 

Hartford,  January  the  30,  1755. 

Rec"*  of  Capt.  Johnathan  Hills  of  Hartford,  nine  Spanish 
milled  do  \ars,  for  the  purchase  of  one  right  at  Susq%  voted  to 
be  purcht  ^d  at  a  meeting  the  20'"  of  Novem'  last.  I  say  rec" 
per  David       "•  wards  one  of  the  Connnittee  : 

Entered  28"'  of  Decern"",  17(>8,  per  E.Gray. 
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Capt.  Sam'  Hitchcox  pd.  U  dolls,  for  i  share  as  per  receipt 
sij^ned  per  Thomas  Darlin,  July  15,  1755. 

Jacob  Yale  pd.  £4  for  ^  share  as  per  receipt  dated  Nov.  22, 
1762.     Signed  per  Daniel  Lyman. 

Mr.  Sam'  Enno,  of  Windsor,  paid  £4  L.  M.  for  ^  share  as  per 
receipt,  December  3,  1761.  Signed  per  Elisha  Shelton,  one  of 
the  Committee. 

David  Cole,  of  Farmington,  pd.  £8  L.  M.  for  a  whole  share  as 
per  receipt.  Nov.  9,  1762.     Signed  per  Dan'  Lyman. 

Ezra  Knap  pd.  £8  to  Uriah  Steavens  for  a  whole  right  as  per 
receipt  Jan>  1,  1762.     Signed  per  Uriah  Steavens. 

Elijah  Clapp  pd.  9  dolls,  to  Dan'  Edwards  for  a  whole  share 
as  per  receipt.  May  12,  1735.  Signed  per  Dan'  Edwards,  one  of 
the  Committee. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq"  Comp^,  legally  warned  and  held  at 
Windham,  March  13,  1771. 

Elizur  Talcot,  Moderator.     Sam'  Gray,  clerk. 

Whereas,  our  settlers  are  again  unjustly  and  inhumanly 
drove  off  from  their  settlements  at  Wyoming,  and  robbed  of 
their  effects,  by  a  gang  of  lawless  and  wicked  men,  and  it  is 
judged  best  and  necessary  for  the  interests  of  this  Company 
to  regain  and  hold  possession  of  our  settlements  at  Wyoming, 
and  in  order  thereto,  it  is  now  voted.  That  the  240  settlers,  to- 
gether with  those  settlers  to  whom  the  township  of  Hannover 
is  granted,  shall  as  soon  as  may  be,  repair  to  Wyoming  on  Susq'' 
river,  and  take  possession  of  our  settlements  there,  and  hold 
them  for  said  Comp^^,  and  in  case  any  of  said  settlers  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  go  and  take,  and  hold  possession  of  said 
lands  according  to  the  former  votes  of  this  Oomp^,  that  then 
any  other  p'^rson  or  persons  that  shall  go  and  regain  and 
hold  possession  of  said  land,  according  to  the  former  votes  of 
this  Comp-^  shall  each  be  entitled  to  one  Settler's  right,  and  for 
a  further  encouragement  each  settler  shall  at  his  setting  off  be 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  this  Comp''  five  dollars,  and  that 
Ezekial  Pierce,  Esq.,  Capt.  Zebulon  Butler,  Edward  Moti , 
Robert  Durkee,  John  Smith,  Esq..  John  Jenkins,  Elizur  Tal- 
cut,  Jeremiah  Angel,  Eliphalet  Lester,  Christopher  Avery, 
Benj.  PoUett,  Wm.  Gallop,  Seth  Smith,  Wm.  White,  of  Staf- 
ford, Gad.  Stanley,  Capt.  Eliphalet  Whittlesey  of  Kent,  Benj. 
Steaphens  of  Canaan,  Increase  Mosely,  Esq.,  Dan'  Lyman, 
Esq. ,  Johnathan  Pettibone  and  Obediah  Gore,  be  a  committee 
to  take  the  names  of  such  persons  as  shall  engage  to  go  for- 
ward ;  and  that  such  persons  shall  come  into  such  agreement 
as  shall  be  judged  necessary,  and  that  a  tax  of  Two  dollars  on 
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each  right  be  granted  for  defraying  the  charges  of  the  Comp^ 
and  the  expenses  of  those  who  shall  go  upon  the  lands,  and  that 
as  a  general  Collection  of  the  tax  can  not  likely  be  made  so 
soon  as  the  money  will  be  wanted  for  those  who  go  to  take 
possession,  that  said  Committee  be  desired  to  apply  to  as  many 
of  the  proprietors  as  they  Can,  between  the  time  of  this  meet- 
ing and  the  time  to  which  it  shall  be  adjourned,  and  collect  of 
said  proprietors  as  much  as  they  can  be  persuaded  to  disburse 
on  the  present  occasion ;  or  take  good  security  payable  to  the 
Treasurer  in  a  short  time,  for  such  sum  as  any  person  will  be 
willing  to  advance,  to  be  improved  to  supply  those  who  shall 
go  forward,  and  such  other  purposes  as  the  Comp^  shall  order 
and  that  said  Committee  make  a  report  of  what  they  shall 
do  in  the  premises,  to  said  adjourned  meeting.  That  such  pro- 
prietors as  shall  be  willing  to  advance  or  secure  more  than  their 
proper  proportion  of  said  tax,  shall  be  refunded  and  paid  what 
they  shall  so  advance  over  and  above  Sufficient  to  pay  such 
person's  own  tax,  out  of  the  general  tax,  when  suflBcient  for 
that  purpose  shall  be  collected,  above  what  is  necessary  for 
those  who  Shall  go  and  take  possession  as  aforesaid,  and  on 
failure  of  such  Collection,  to  be  allowed  therefor  in  the  settle- 
ment of  said  lands,  when  that  shall  take  place. 

Voted, that  the  above  Committee  collect  and  pay  to  the  Treas- 
urer, said  two  dollars  of  such  proprietors,  granted  as  aforesaid 
to  be  improved  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Voted  that  the  300  mentioned  in  the  vote  passed  on  the  12"' 
day  of  April,  1769,  to  go  on  upon  the  Susq'  river  lands,  shall 
have  liberty  to  go  upon  said  lands  according  to  the  tenor  of  said 
vote,  provided  they  shall  go  by  the  first  day  of  .June  next. 

Adjourned  to  the  4"'  day  of  April  next  at  Windham. 

Teste  Sam'  Gray,  Clerk. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq*  Comp^  held  at  Windham,  by  ad- 
journment, April  4'*',  1771. 

Elizur  Talcot,  Moderator.  Sam'  Gray,  Clerk, 
Whereas,  the  Susti*  Conip^  at  their  meeting  held  in  Windham 
on  the  13'"  of  March  last.  Voted,  that  240  Settlers,  together 
with  the  Settlers  to  whom  the  township  of  Hannover  was 
granted,  should  as  soon  as  might  be  repair  lo  Wyoming  on 
Susq*  River,  and  take  possession  of  our  settlement  there,  and 
hold  the  same,  &c.  ;  an<l  that  in  Case  any  of  said  Settlers  should 
neglect  to  go  and  take  possession,  &c. ,  that  then  any  other 
person  or  persons  that  should  go  and  take  possession,  &c. ,  ac- 
cording to  the  former  votes  of  said  Comp'^ ;  such  other  person 
or  persons  should   each  one  be  entitled    to  one  settling  right, 
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and  as  an  encouragement,  that  each  Settler  at  his  setting  out 
should  receive  five  dollars  towards  his  expenses;  and  it  was 
also  voted  that  the  300  mentioned  in  the  vote  passed  thei2  day 
of  April,  1769,  should  have  liberty  to  go  on  upon  said  lands 
according  to  the  tenor  of  said  vote  ;  provided,  they  should  go 
on  by  the  first  day  of  June  next,  at  which  meeting  on  the  13 
of  March  last  a  tax  of  two  dolls,  on  a  right  was  granted  for  the 
purpose  aforesaid  ;  and  a  Committee  appointed  to  Collect  Said 
Tax,  and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  said  Comp-'^,  and  also 
said  Committee  was  directed  to  take  the  names  of  sach  per- 
sons as  would  agree  to  go  upon  said  lands  according  to  the 
tenor  of  said  votes,  and  make  their  report  to  this  meeting, 
to  be  further  proceeded  on,  as  Should  seem  most  prudent,  as  V)y 
said  vote  of  said  meeting  on  the  IS'*"  day  of  March,  may  more 
fully  appear. 

And  whereas,  the  Major  part  of  said  Committee  have  made 
their  report  in  the  premises,  it  appears  from  said  report,  that 
it  is  the  general  opinion  of  the  proprietors  so  far  as  they  have 
been  Consulted,  which  extends  to  a  very  considerable  part  of 
said  Comp^  that  it  is  desirable  to  defend  our  possessions  on 
Susq»  River  with  life  and  spirit,  and  they  appear  universally 
willing  to  extend  what  shall  be  necessary  for  that  purpose. 
The  proprietors  de-  and  seemed  determined  to  prosecute  our  claim 

termlne   to    defend     ,      ^,  ,-,.  _,  ...  , 

their  possessions.  to  those  lands  in  every  (constitutional  way  that 
Can  be  devised,  until  the  same  shall  be  in  some  legal  way  de  ■ 
termined. 

Yet  it  is  judged  by  many  of  the  proprietors,  that  as  we  have 
now  a  petition  lying  before  the  General  Assembly,  praying 
them  to  take  into  consideration  the  general  claim  of  this  Colony 
to  those  Western' lands,  which  it  is  expected  will  be  acted  upon 
at  the  next  sessions,  and  as  it  seems  almost  impossible  but  that 
the  Assembly  on  Consideration  of  the  Colony's  title, will  judge 
the  same  good,  and  Claim  the  same  accordingly,  which  deter- 
mination may  be  of  great  advantage  in  defending  our  particular 
right,  and  that  we  may  pay  a  due  deference  to  the  laws  of  the 
land,  the  proprietors  Judge  it  most  prudent,  actually  to  delay- 
going  on  to  said  lands  according  to  said  votes,  until  oppor- 
tunity to  know  the  minds  of  the  Assembly,  for  which  reason 
many  have  ngglected  to  pay  said  tax,  and  those  who  intend  to 
go  and  take  possession,  decline  goingat  present,  and  though  some 
others  are  of  opinion  it  is  best  to  set  out  forthwith  and  endea- 
vour to  regain  our  possession  there,  yet  these  different  senti- 
ments have  prevented  our  being  prepared  to  Carry  said  Vote 
into  Execution  at  this  time,  and  Therefore,  it  is  unanimously 
agreed  and  voted,  to  suspend  entering  on  said  lands  according 
to  sai:l  votes  passed  the  IS"*  of  March  last,  until  the  adjourned 
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meeting  to  be  held  at  Hartford  on  the  15'"  of  May  next,  and  that 
during  said  term  until  said  meeting,  said  Committee  are  hereby- 
directed  to  pursue  said  votes,  and  Collect  said  tax,  and  procure 
the  number  of  settlers  to  get  ready  to  set  out  agreeably  to  said 
vores,  at  such  time  as  Said  adjourned  meeting  shall  judge  most 
Expedient,  and  such  settlers  as  shall  proceed  forward  agreeably 
to  such  votes,  or  ordered  of  said  adjourned  meeting  to  be  held 
in  Hartford  in  May  next,  shall  be  entitled  to  aU  the  rights  and 
privileges  voted  and  granted  to  them  at  the  meeting  held  at 
Windham  on  the  13'"  of  March  last,  in  the  same  manner  as 
they  could,  would,  or  might  have  been,  had  they  proceeded 
according  to  said  vote  without  any  delay.     Voted  Nem.  Con. 

Whereas,  Major  John  Durkee  and  several  others  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  tlie  Susq''  purchase  are  confined  in  the  Common  goal 
in  the  })rovince  of  Penn%  and  are  there  destitute  of  friends 
and  money  which  renders  their  situation  extremely  distressed 
and  affecting  to  all  who  have  any  just  ideas  of  their  sufferings, 
and  application  having  been  made  at  this  meeting  for  some 
relief,  this  meeting  taking  this  matter  into  serious  Considera- 
tion, Voted,  That  the  sum  of  £50  be  immediately  raised  and 
sent  to  Major  Durkee,  and  the  others,  for  their  relief,  and  as 
there  is  no  money  now  in  the  Treasury,  it  is  Voted, 

That  the  following  provision  shall  be  made  for  raising  the 
aforesaid  sum,  viz:  that  proper  persons  be  appointed  to  apply 
forthwith  to  the  proprietors  in  the  several  towns,  and  advise 
them  of  the  distressed  situation  of  the  said  Major  Durkee,  &c. , 
and  request  the  proprietors,  to  pay  to  such  persons  applying 
such  sums  as  they  may  think  themselves  in  duty  bound  to  ad- 
vance to  the  relief  of  our  distressed  friends  aforesaid,  and  that 
every  Sum  so  advanced  be  immediately  Sent  to  the  Treasurer, 
and  that  the  Treasurer  repay  to  such  proprietor  or  proprietors 
the  several  Sum  or  Sums  they  shall  so  advance,  as  soon  as  the 
same  Can  be  collected  out  of  the  debts  or  tax  due  to  said  Com- 
pany. 

And  if  sufficient  sums  shall  not  be  collected  in  the  above 
method,  then  if  any  of  the  friends  of  the  persons  Confined  as 
aforesaid,  or  either  of  them,  shall  procure  in  whole  or  in  part, 
of  the  above  sum,  and  send  the  same  to  be  distributed  among 
them,  as  aforesaid,  that  then  such  sums  so  procured,  shall  be 
refunded  to  them  in  like  Manner  as  the  same  is  provided  above, 
to  be  paid  to  the  proprietors;  and  in  case  both  said  methods 
shall  fail,  that  the  Committee  as  soon  as  may  be.  Collect  the 
said  sum,  and  send  to  the  said  Major  Durkee,  &c. ,  as  aforesaid, 
for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  if  it  so  happen  that  a  Collection 
Cannot  be  made  for  the  general  purpose  aforesaid,  that  then 
if  the  friends  of  either  of  said  prisoners  Shall  i*aise  a  sum  of 
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Money,  and  send  to  either  of  said  prisoners,  then  in  that  Case 
tJie  same  shall  be  refunded  out  of  the  Treasury  aforesaid,  in 
manner  aforesaid,  provided  the  sum  so  raised  do  not  exceed 
Namesof  prisoners.  *«  ^ajor  Durkee  £34,  and  either  of  the  others, 
viz :  Simeon  Draper.  Dun'  Gore,  Asa  Ludding- 
ton  and  Thomas  Bennet  tlie  sum  of  £4  each,  which  makes  the 
s"*  Sum  of  £54. 

Voted,  that  Ebenezer  Backus,  Capt.  Silas  Parks,  William 
Hurlburt,  Ebenezer  Baldwin,  William  Gallop,  Increase  Moseiy, 
Elizur  Talcut,  Jo.seph  Eaton,  Robert  Durkee,  Zebulon  Butler, 
John  Perkins,  Ezra  Bewell,  .John  Jenkins,  Nathaniel  Loomis, 
Jeremiah  Angel,  Johnathan  Pettibone,  Gad.  Stanley,  John 
Smith,  and  Obadiah  Gore  be  a  committee  to  make  application 
to  the  proprietors,  in  order  to  collect  the  above  sum  of  £50, 
and  pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  proprietors,  for  the 
purpose  mentioned  in  said  vote. 

Whereas,  there  are  several  persons  belonging  to  Penn'  gov- 
ernment, now  residing  among  us  in  this  Colony,  who  were 
obliged  to  depart    our   settlements  at  Susq»  by  reason  of  the 
forcible  proceedings  of  Amos  Ogden  and  others,  his  accomplices 
against  them,  while  defending   our  possessions   there,  which 
persons  by  means  ot  leaving  their  Estates,  families  and  business 
there,  seem  justly  to  deserve  some  assistance   from  the   Com- 
pany here  for  their  support,  wliich  persons  have  been  supplied 
in  part  by  Mr.    Ebenezer  Backus  of  Windham,  and  will  stand 
in  need  of  further  assistance  for  necessary  support,  both  as  to 
provisions  and  some  articles  of  clothing  ;  It  is  therefore  Voted, 
that  the  Cost  already  arisen  for  their  support  since  they  Came 
into  this  Colony,  including  what  they  expended  in  this  Colony 
on  their  journey  to  Windham,  as  well  as  since,  and  what  shall 
be  needful  for  their  Comfortable  support  until  the  IS""  day  of 
May  next,  shall  be  paid  to  those  who  shall  so  support  them, 
out  of  the  Treas?  of  said  Comp%  by  order  on  the  Treas.,  drawn 
by  the  Committee,  who  are  also  empower'd  to  adjust  &  settle 
the  accounts  exhibited  by  any  person  or  persons  in  the  premises. 
Voted,  that  the  standing  Committee  forthwith  Send,  or  pro- 
cure to  be  sent,  the  £50  in  money  voted  to  be  sent  to  Major 
Durkee,  &c.,  in  the  most  safe,  expeditious  and  prudent  Man- 
ner they  Can,  to  be  distributed  by  said  Major  Durkee,  &c.,  ac- 
cording to  s"^  vote. 

Voted,  that  Sam>  Gray,  Sam'  Webb  and  Andrew  French,  be 
a  Committee  to  inquire  into,  settle,  and  adjust  all  the  monies 
that  have  been  paid  out  of  the  Com p^"  Treasury,  for  the  use  of 
the  Com{>y,  and  how  the  same  has  been  disposed  of  by  those 
who  have  received  the  same,  aid  make  their  report  to  Some 
Meeting,  duly  warned,  as  soon  as  may  be.  • 

6- Vox,.  XVIII. 
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Voted,  that  the  standing  Committee  hving  in  Windham 
(Except  Sam'  Gray)  be  a  committee  to  settle  with  the  Treasurer 
relative  to  all  the  money  at  any  time  received  into  the  Treasury, 
or  that  ought  to  be  paid  into  the  same,  and  make  their  report 
to  some  meeting  of  said  Comp^,  as  soon  as  the  same  is  accomp- 
lished. 

Tills  meeting  is  dissolved. 

Teste  Sam'  Gray,  Clerk. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq*  Comp^  held  by  adjournment  at 
Hartford,  May  15,  1771. 

Voted,  that  James  Bird  be  added  to  the  Committee  for 
gathering  and  receiving  the  last  two  dollars  tax  granted,  an<l 
pay  the  same  to  the  Treasurer  of  this  Company. 

Voted,  that  Sam'  Gray  shall  attend  the  General  Assembly, 
and  assist  in  preparing  the  Susq*  Case  for  a  hearing. 

Adjourned  to  the  23''  inst.  at  Hartford. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq"  Comp^,  held  by  adjournment  at 
Hartford,  May  23,  1771. 
Voted,  to  adjourn  to  the  12"'  of  June  next  at  Windham. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq"  Coiip^  held  at  Windham  by  afl- 
journment,  June  12''',  1771. 

Major   Talcot,  Moderator.     Sam'  Grey,  clerk. 

Whereas,  this  Comp^  at  their  meeting  held  at  Windham, 
March  13,  1771, 

Voted,  that  it  was  necessary  and  best  for  the  interest  of  this 
CompJ,  to  regain  and  hold  possession  of  our  settlements  at 
Wyoming,  and  in  order  thereto,  it  was  voted,  that  the  540  Set- 
tlers formerly  voted  in,  as  also  those  settlers  to  whom  the  town- 
ship of  Hannover  was  granted,  should  go  forward  and  take 
possession  of  our  lands  at  Wyoming  by  the  first  day  of  Junn 
instant,  and  at  the  meeting  of  this  Comp^^  in  April,  it  was  voted 
and  agreed  further,  to  suspend  entering  on  said  ?and  till  the 
adjourned  meeting  held  at  Hartford,  May  15""  last,  which  meet- 
ing by  sundry  adjournments  Come  to  this  time,  and  it  is  now 
judged  necessary  and  best,  and  Voted,  that  the  said  540  Set- 
tlers immediately  go  forward  and  take  possession  of  our  lands 
at  Wyoming,  and  hold  the  same  according  to  the  former  vote 
of  this  Comp^,  at  their' meeting  held  at  Windham  in  March 
and  April  last,  and  that  they  be  on  said  lands  by  the  lO""  day 
of  July  next. 


CLAIMING  LANDS  IN  WYOMING.  83 

Whereas,  it  is  probable  some  of  the  settlers  will  fail  of  going 
on  and  taking  possession  of  their  settling  rights,  according  to 
the  votes  of  this  Comp*,  and  some  others  have  forfeited  their 
settHng  rights  by  unfaithfulness,  and  it  will  be  necessary  to 
fill  up  the  said  number  of  540  Settlers. 

It  is  now  Voted,  that  the  Comp^  of  Settlers  when  they  have 
got  possession  of  said  lands,  either  by  themselves,  or  by  Com- 
mittee by  them  Chosen,  shall  have  full  power  to  admit  new 
Settlers  upon  Such  forfeited  rights,  and  fill  the  said  number 
up,  if  good,  able  and  faithful  men  shall  offer  themselves. 

And  if  any  person  or  persons,  shall  be  agrieved  at  the  doings 
of  said  Coinpy  of  Settlers,  or  of  such  Committee  as  they  shall 
appoint,  respecting  the  disposing  of  any  such  forfeited  right 
or  rights  they  shall  have  liberty  to  lay  such  grievance  before 
this  Compy  at  some  future  meeting,  to  be  determined  by  this 
Compy  at  such  meeting. 

Voted,  that  James  Hannah,  Philip  Goss,  David  Carver, 
Andrew  Graham,  John  Bacon,  Jun. ,  Thomas  Fanning,  Benj. 
Dorchester,  Ebenezer  Learned  and  Johnathan  Buck  "Nine 
Partners,"  be  added  to  the  Committee  for  Collecting  the  last 
two  dollars  tax  that  was  granted,  and  pay  the  same  to  the 
Treasurer. 

Whereas,  William  Speady,  James  Bigger  and  Richard  Cook, 
did  in  Ja^  last  join  with  and  assist  our  people  in  endeavoring 
to  hold  the  possession  of  our  lands  at  Wyoming,  but  were  after 
a  manly  resistance  drove  off,  and  are  now  about  to  return  with 
our  people  to  take  possession  of  our  lands  at  Wyoming. 

It  is  now  Voted,  that  the  said  William  Speady,  James  Bigger 
and  Richard  Cook  be  each  of  them  entitled  to  one  settling  right 
in  said  lands,  of  such  rights  as  are  or  shall  be  forfeited,  to  be 
admitted  by  the  Committee  that  shall  be  Chosen  to  admit  set- 
tlers to  fill  up  such  rights  as  are  forfeited. 

Whereas,  the  proprietors  of  the  Susq"  Comp^'  purchase 
belonging  to  New  Jjondonin  October  last  did  advance  seventy- 
five  dollars  to  Captain  Latimore  and  a  number  of  Men  that 
went  with  him  to  Delaware  river  in  order  to  relieve  our  Set- 
tlers that  were  in  distress,  and  to  endeavor  to  retake  our  Fort 
and  now  apply  to  the  Company  in  some  measure  to  repay  the 
same,  it  is  now  Voted,  that  in  Consideration  thereof,  Eliphalet 
Lester  of  New  London,  who  has  two  rights  to  dispo.se  of  that 
he  rec"*  of  Mr.  Gershom  Breed  one  of  the  standing  Committee, 
shall  dispose  of,  or  sell,  said  two  rights  in  said  purchase,  and 
pay  said  75  dollars  to  those  who  advanced  the  same. 

This  meeting  is  dissolved.     Teste,  Sara'  Gray,  Clerk. 


At  a    meeting  of    the    Susq"    Comp^  at  Windham,   lawfully 
warned  and  held  Oct.  9.  1771. 
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Elizur  Talcut,  Moderator.     Sam'  Gray,  Clerk. 

Whereas,  tiiere  is  a  number  of  the  hundred  rights  formerly 
voted  to  be  sold,  that  remain  unsold  and  not  disposed  of;  It 
is  now  Voted,  that  Capt.  Joseph  Hurlburt  of  New  London, 
shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized,  to  sell  and  dispose  of  ten 
of  those  remaining  rif^hts,  at  the  sum  of  £12  L.  M.  per  rij^ht, 
iiud  to  render  an  account  thereof  to  the  standing  Committee, 
for  the  use  of  said  Company. 

Voted,  that  Sam'  Ely,  Esq.,  be  appointed  a  Committeeman 
to  collect  the  two  dollars  tax  granted  last  March. 

Voted,  that  all  those  ])ersons  that  have  been  appointed  to 
collect  and  -receive  money  for  the  taxes,  &c. ,  granted  by  this 
Comp^  are  desired  forthwith  to  transmit  their  accounts  to  Sam' 
Gray,  Esq.,  and  to  the  standing  Committee,  and  settle  the 
same  ;  and  that  those  persons  that  have  received  of  the  Comp'' 
Money  to  dispose  of,  are  forthwith  desired  to  send  in  their 
accounts  to  the  said  Sam'  Gray.  Esq. ,  or  to  the  standing  Com- 
mittee, to  settle  the  same. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq»  Comp^  laAvfully  warned  and  held 
at  Norwich,  April  1,  1772. 

Whereas,  this  Comp)^  are  fully  sensible  of  the  Equity  and 
justice  of  the  Claims  to  the  Susq°  Comps^  So  called,  and  of 
the  rectitude  of  their  intention  in  prosecuting  their  claim, 
which  has  been  to  gain  possession  of  those  lands,  in  order  to 
lav  a  foundation  for  a  legal  trial  and  decision  of  their  Cause ; 
yet  instead  of  the  proprietors  of  said  Pennsylvania  bringing 
forward  or  prosecuting  any  Civil  action  in  which  the  title  to 
those  lands  might  be  set  up,  and  brought  in  question  for  a  legal 
decision  and  determination  ;  instead  thereof  have  made  divers 
attempts  to  drive  us  off  by  force,  though  under  pretext  of  law 
proce.ss  for  riots  and  actions  of  a  Criminal  nature,  by  which 
means  great  violence  and  some  blood&hed  has  happened,  Con- 
trary to  our  intentions  and  inclinations,  but  as  we  are  deter- 
mined to  prosecute  our  Claim  by  every  legal  w&y  and  means, 
and  to  prevent  future  violence  and  bloodshed.  Voted,  that 
some  proper  person  or  persons,  be  ajipointed  to  proceed  to 
i^hiladelphia  as  soon  as  maybe,  and  address  his  Honor  Gov. 
Penn.  and  with  him  Confer  upon  what  method  may  be  taken 
to  bring  the  Contending  Claims  of  the  proprietors  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  the  Su.'^q"  Comp"^  to  a  legal  and  Equitable  decision, 
that  all  tumults  and  violences  for  the  future  may  be  prevented. 

V^oted,  that  Capt.  Joseph  Trumbull  be,  and  he  is  hereby  ap- 
pointed agent  for  this  Comp",  as  soon  as  may  be  to  repair  to 
Philadelphia  and  wait  on  his  Honor  Governor  Penn,  agreeable 
to  the  above  vote. 


CLAIMING  LANDS  IN  WYOMING.  Hr^ 

Voted,  that  application  be  made  to  the  Gen- 

Petltlon  for  Clvi  1  ^^ 

Government  at  \vy-  eral  Assembly  of  this  Colony  in  May  next,  for 
°™  °^'  the  Establishment  of  Civil  government  among 

the  Settlers  in  the  Susq*  (Jountry,  within  the  limits  of  the  Char- 
ter of  this  Colony. 

Voted,  that  Col.  Elizur  Talcut  be  appointed  t<>  forwar.i  ami 
prosecute  the  petition  as  above  mentioned. 

Whereas,  there  are  many  proprietors  of  the  Susq*  purcha.se 
that  have  not  paid  up  the  taxes  already  granted  on  the  Susq* 
rights,  it  is  now  Voted,  that  the  same  be  paid  by  the  first  day 
of  May  next,  and  all  such  proprietors  as  shall  rafuse  or  neglect 
to  pay  the  same  by  that  time,  their  rights  shall  be  forfeited 
and  revert  to  the  Company. 

Voted,  that  the  thanks  of  this  Comp'^  be  returned  to  the  Hon. 
\Vm.  Sam'  Johnson,  Esq.,  for  his  si)ecial  Services  done  for  this 
Comp^  in  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  Hon.  Eliphalet  Dyer 
be  desired  to  present  the  same  accordingly. 

Voted,  that  there  be  a  Committee   of   five    men   appointed. 

■who  shall  be  empowered  to  receive  in  Settlers,  who  have  been 

sufferers  by  reason  of  their  being  drove  off  their  settling  rights, 

„    ^  or    by  being    imprisoned,  or    that   have   been 

Butrerer'8  Rights,         ,   .         "        ,     ^  .    .  .      ,  , .  ,      . 

hindered    from    repairing   to,  or   holding  their 

said  rights  by  act  of  Providence;  to  fill  up  the  five  townships 

that  are  already  laid  out. 

Provided,  that  no  person  or  persons  that  now  are  admitt«H] 
and  that  are  now  on  or  in  said  townships  holding  the  same 
according  to  the  former  votes  of  this  Comp^,  or  are  now  im- 
prisoned or  absent  by  leave  from  the  Committee  who  return 
according  to  the  license  from  said  Committee  shall  be  liable  to 
or  be  removed  from  or  out  of  any  of  the  said  five  townships. 
Also  voted,  that  the  Committee  now  appointed,  are  hereby 
Townships  at  Cap-  empowered  to  lay  out  one  or  more  Townships 
°"*®-  at  Capouse  Meadows,  five  miles  square,  to  forty 

settlers,  divided  into  forty -three  shares,  three  for  public  use, 
as  in  the  other  Townships,  in  order  to  supply  said  sufferers ; 
respect  being  had  to  the  time  and  nature  of  their  sufferings, 
provided  the  said  sufferers  sliall  apply  to  the  said  Committee, 
any  time  before  the  first  day  of  July  next,  and  then  go  to  the 
said  township,  and  hold  and  improve  the  same,  upon  the  same 
terms  the  other  settlers  hold  the  other  townships. 

Voted  that  said  Committee  are  likewise  empowered  to  order 
and  direct  when  new  townships  shall  be  laid  out  of  5  miles 
Square,  divided  into  fifty-three  rights  or  shares,  three  for  pub- 
Townships  to  bo  lie  use  when  they  shall  be  applied  for  by  twenty 
pVirationoV^^'pro-  proprietors  by  themselves  or  agents,  for  lands 
pnetor&.  -         to  settle  on  as  a  part  of  their  proprietor's  right. 
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provided  always  that  no  pnrson  shall  have  any  lands  laid  out 
to  him,  or  shall  be  received  into  any  township  as  a  proprie- 
tor, until  he  brings  a  Certificate  from  the  Clerk  of  this  Coinp'' 
that  he  is  a  proprietor  and  has  i)aid  all  the  taxes  due  on  his 
rights  or  otherwise  Satisfy  thw  Committee  now  appointed  to 
lay  out  townships,  that  they  are  proprietors  in  said  purchase, 
and  have  paid  all  the  taxes  due  on  their  said  rights  ;  or  if  any 
taxes  be  due,  that  they  pay  the  Same  to  the  said  Committee 
for  the  use  of  said  Comp"^ ;  and  that  there  shall 

•->0  Settlers  must  oc-  ^  j.,,  ,.-,     i        -^t^-  i^      c         -j 

oiipy  each  Townp.  be  twenty  settlers,  settled  within  each  of  said 
within  2  years.  townsliips  within    two  years  from   the  time  of 

laying  out  the  same,  in  order  that  said  proprietors  of  said 
Townships  shall  hold  the  same. 

Also,  Voted,  that  if  there  shall  be  more  of  the  agrieved  set- 
tlers that  shall  appear  by  the  time  aforesaid  to  settle  on  said 
SuflerinKTownp.on  lands,  the  Said  Committee  are  hereby  empow- 
Munoy  Creek  ered  to  lay  out  a  township  on  Muucy  Creek,  of 

six  miles  square,  to  fifty-three  proprietors,  if  so  many  shall  ap- 
pear by  the  time  aforesaid,  to  be  laid  out  into  fifty-three  shares 
and  if  not  filled  up  by  such  suffering  settlers  the  other  shares 
to  be  filled  up  by  the  proprietors  that  come  on  to  settle  on 
their  original  rights  Except  the  three  public  rights  reserved 
for  public  use  to  be  under  the  same  regulations  that  the  other 
townships  are. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susquehanna  Company  held  at  Hart- 
ford, April  23,  1773. 

Whereas  there  are  many  memorials  and  Complaints  now  Ex- 
hibited to  this  meeting  of  interesting  Consequence  to  the  set- 
tlers, and  this  Comp''  is  not  furnished  with  proper  Exhibits 
justly  to  determine  the  same,  it  is  now  thought  best  and— 

Voted,  to  refer  the  Consideration  of  all  the  aforesaid  Com- 
plaints and  Memorials  to  the  (Consideration  of  this  Comp"  at 
their  Adjourned  Meeting  in  June  next,  and  that  there  shall 
be  a  letter  of  advice  wrote  to  the  Settlers  on  said  Susq"  land, 
advising  them  of  the  time  of  the  adjournment  of  this  meeting, 
and  that  they  endeavor  to  make  an  amicable  Settlement  of  all 
their  plaints  and  grievances,  and  that  the  settlers  appoint  a 
pro{)er  Committee  to  appear  at  said  adjourned  meeting,  and 
inform  said  meeting  relative  to  said  Complaints,  that  they  may 
be  heard  and  Equitably  redressed,  if  not  settled   before. 

ITuon  the  memorial  of  Elisha  Williams,  Thomas  BoUding 
(Baldwinl  and  Silas  Dean,  a  Committee  of  the  Town  of  New 
AVeathersfield.  Yalestown,  Bethlehem,  Judea,  Charlestownand 
New  Simsburg,  on  the  West  Branch  on  the  Susquehanna  River, 
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in  part  of  their  {general  rights  in  said  purchase,  praying  that 
tliey  may  have  a  township  granted  to  them  on  the  said  West 
Branch  of  said  River,  to  settle  on  Compact  together,  in  order 
to  secure  said  West  Branch. 

Settlements  on  the  ^oted,  that  the  proprietors  of  said  Township, 
West  Branch.  shall  have  one  Township  of  land  laid  out  on  the 

West  Branch  of  said  river,  in  some  proper  place,  for  the  security 
and  defense  of  said  West  Branch,  Six  Miles  Square,  and  that 
the  proprietors  of  said  Township  shall  forthwith  settle  on  said 
Township  to  the  number  of  120  settlers,  and  hold  and  keep  said 
Townshipinoppositiontoany  claim  but  the  claim  of  this  Comp-'^ ; 
and  that  said  township  now  granted,  shall  be  considered  as 
one  of  the  three  townships  formerly  granted  by  this  Comp>, 
on  the  West  Branch  of  said  river,  to  be  settled  for  the  security 
and  defense  of  our  said  purchase,  and  that  this  so  settHng  and 
defending  and  holding  said  township  now  granted,  shall  be 
considered  and  allowed  in  lieu  of  the  settlements  on  the  above 
township,  according  to  the  votes  of  this  Comp^  ;  and  to  delay 
the  settlement  on  said  township  for  the  term  of  five  years,  or 
to  settle  sooner,  if  it  can  be  done  with  safety  to  themselves  and 
the  Compy. 
„,   .,;,„„ „„,       Voted,  that  Col.  ElizurTalcut  and  Sam'Gray, 

civil  Government  ' 

prayed  for.  Esq.,  as  agents  for  this  Comp^  prefer  a  mem- 

orial to  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut,  to  be  held  at  Hartford  in  May  next ;  represent- 
ing that  the  great  diliiculty  that  the  settlers  of  the  8usq»  pur- 
chase are  under  for  want  of  Civil  government  and  authority, 
praying  that  Civil  government  may  now  be  appointed  for,  and 
among  the  settlers  on  the  Susquehanna  purchase. 

Whereas,  there  is  some  difficulty  with  respect  to  the  votes 
relative  to  the  township  of  Hannover,  and  the  number  of  said 
settlers  to  be  placed  in  said  township,  it  is  the  understanding 
of  this  meeting,  that  by  the  votes  of  this  Comp>^,  Capt.  Lazarus 
Stewart  and  William  Stewart  and  their  associates,  should 
have  the  direction  of  filling  up  said  town  of  Hanover,  and  that 
there  shall  not  be  less  than  thirty-six  settlers  on  said  town  to 
hold  the  same,  the  regulation  of  said  town  to  be  nevertheless 
under  the  Control  of  this  Cornp-^,  as  the  other  towns  are. 

Whereas,  there  were  three  townshipsof  landformerly  granted 
as  a  gratuity  for  the  encouragement  of  settling  on  the  West 
Branch  of  Susq"  River  which  are  not  yet  taken  up; 

And  whereas,  this  Company  have  now  granted  one  of  said 
townships  to  the  proprietors  of  the  New  Weathersfield,  &c. 

It  is  now  voted,  that  the  vote  of  this  Comp^,  with  respect  to 
the  other  two  townships  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  reconsidered, 
and  made  null  and  void. 
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Whereas,  this  Comp*'  did  at  tlieir  meeting  held  at  Windham, 
Oct.  9,  1771,  order  one  hundred  rights  or  whole  shares  in  our 
said  purchase  on  Susq^  to  be  sold,  whicli  rights  are  in  part 
sold,  It  is  now  V'oted,  that  the  clerk  of  this  Comp^  shall  apply 
to  those  persons  that  were  appointed  to  sell  said  rights,  and 
know  what  are  sold,  and  what  yet  remain  unsold,  and  see  that 
the  same  are  settled,  and  the  money  paid  in  for  the  use  of  the 
Compy,  and  that  there  shall  be  no  more  rights  sold  in  said 
purchase,  but  by  one  or  more  of  the  standing  Committee  of 
this  Comp-^,  and  they  not  to  exceed  the  numljer  aforesaid 
with  what  has  been  sold. 

Voted,  that  the  proprietors  of  any  towns,  who  on  Carefully 
Examining  the  situation  of  the  lands  they  have  pitched  on,  if 
Locauons  may  be  <iisagreable,  may  have  liberty  to  pitch  or  locate 
changed.  anew,  not  interfering  wi.h   any  prior  pitch   or 

location,  and  taking  the  same  steps  as  formerly  directed  by 
this  Gomp^  by  surveying  and  laying  out  the  same. 

Voted,  that  the  whole  share  proprietors  shall  have  liberty 
Each    whole  share   to  take  up  two  fifty-third  parts  in  the  first  town 

entitled  to  2-53  of  a    tin  •     x  ^e^.      xi  •     i  i.  •      ai_ 

Township.  he  shall  come  into,  or  one  ntty-third  part  in  the 

two  first  townships  he  shall  come  to. 

And  he  that  is  a  half  share  proprietor,  shall  have  liberty  to 
take  up  one  Gfty-third  part  in  the  town  he  shall  just  Come 
Pitches  to  be  ob-  into,  which  shall  be  considered  in  future  in 
"erved.  laying  out  said   rights,  reserving  three  rights 

in  said  township  for  public  use,  according  to  the  former  votes 
of  this  Coiup''. 

Voted,  to  adjourn  this  meeting  1o  the  first  Monday  in  June 
next  at  Hartford. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq' Com  p^,  held  by  adjournment  at 
Hartford,  June  2,  A.  D.  1773. 

Articles  of  agree-  Whereas,  we  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of 
™^"^  Connecticut  in  New  England,  in   America  al- 

ready settled,  and  about  to  settle  on  certain  lands  on  the  river 
Susq"  in  said  (Colony,  by  us  and  our  associates  some  time  since 
purchased  of  the  original  natives  by  and  with  the  Consent  of 
the  said  colony  of  Connecticut ; 

And  Whereas,  the  same  lands  are  claimed  to  be  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Province  of  Penn',  and  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut choosing  to  jiroceed  with  Caution  and  deliberation, 
have  applied  to  counsel  learned  in  the  law,  in  Great  Britain, 
for  their  advice  therein,  which  at  present  the  Colony  have  not 
received,  by  reason  whereof  we  have  as  yet  no  established  Civil 
Authority  residingamougusin  said  settlement  ;  in  Consequence 
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of  which  deficiency  disorders  may  arise  tending  to  disturb  t.lie 
peace  and  Harmony  of  the  settlers  as  well  as  the  peace  of  our 
Sovereign  Lord  the  King  which  to  remedy  we  have  this  day 
Come  into  the  following  hea<is  of  Articles  of  Agreement  witli 
each  other : 

Loyalty  to  the  King  Ftist.  We  do  solemnly  profess  and  declare  tru<' 
of  Great  Britain.  and  sincere  allegiance  to  his  Majesty  King 
George  III.  and  that  no  foreign  Prince,  person,  prelate,  poten- 
tate or  State  liath  or  ought  to  have  any  jurisdiction,  power  or 
authority,  Ecclesiastical  or  Spiritual,  within  the  realm  of  Eng- 
land. 

„    ^^  ^    ,  Secondly.   We    do    solemnly  promise  and  en- 

Good  behavior.  ^  •     '■ 

gage,  that  we  will,  so  far  as  lieth  in  our  power, 

behave  ourselves  peacably.  Soberly  and  orderly,  toward  each 
other  in  particular,  and  the  world  in  general.  Carefully  ob- 
serving and  obeying  the  laws  of  this  Colony,  as  binding  and 
of  force  with  us  equally  and  in  all  respects,  as  though  we  ac- 
tuallj'  resided  within  any  of  the  Counties  of  this  Colony. 

Thirdl'j.  For  the  due  enforcing  such  )aw.«,  as  well  as  such 
other  orders  and  regulations  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  found 
necessary  to  be  Come  into  by  said  Settlers  and  Company,  We 
will  immediately  within  each  town  already  settled,  and  im- 
mediately after  the  settlement  of  those  that  may  be  hereafter 
Settled,  choose  three  able  and  Judicious  men  among  such  set- 
tlers, to  take  upon  them  under  the  general  di- 
Dutieaof.  .  ,      V-, 

rections  of  the  Comp'',  the  direction  of  the  Set- 
tlement of  each  such  town,  and  the  well  ordering  and  govern- 
ing the  same;  to  suppress  vice  of  Every  Kind,  preserve  the 
peace  of  God  and  the  King  therein,  to  whom  each  inhabitant 
shall  pay  such  and  the  same  submission,  as  is  paid  to  the  Civil 
authority  in  the  several  towns  of  this  Colony.  Such  inhabitants 
Constable  to  be  ^hall  also  chooso  in  each  of  their  respective 
''''°^^°-  towns,  one  person  of  trust  to  be  their  ofBcer, 

who  shall  be  vested  with  the  Same  power  and  authority  a.s 
a  Constable,  by  the  laws  of  this  Colony  is.  for  preserving  the 
peace,  and  apprehending  offenders  of  a  Criminal  or  Civil  na- 
ture. 

Directors  to  meet  Fourthly.  The  directors  in  each  town,  shall, 
monthly.  on  the  first  Monday  of  each  month,  and  oftener 

if  need  be,  with  such  their  peace  officers,  meet  together  as 
well  to  Consult  for  the  good  regulating  thereof,  as  well-  to 
hear  and  decide  anv  dilTerences  that  may  arise 
and  to  inflict  proper  fines  or  other  punishment 
on  offenders  according  to  the  gen<^ra]  laws  and  rules  of  this 
Colony,  so  far  as  the  peculiar  Situation  and  Circumstances  of 
Such  town  and  plantation  will  admit  of,  and  as  the  reforma- 
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tion  of  offenders  is  the  principal  object  in  view,  always  prefer- 

ing  Serious  admonition  and  advice  to  them,  and  their  making 

public  Satisfaction  by  public  acknowledgement 

Trial  aad  punisht.      ^^  ^^^^.^,  ^^^j^.^  ^^^  douig  Such  public  service  to 

the  plantation  as  thn  directors  shall  judge  meet,  to  fines  in 
money  or  Corporal  punishment,  which  however  in  Extreme 
Cases,  such  directors  shall  inflict,  as  said  laws  direct. 

Fifthly.  Thedirectorsof  Each  individual  town  or  plantation, 
shall  once  Every  quarter  or  three  months,  meet  together,  to 
Confer  with  each  other  on  the  state  of  each  particular  town 
in  the  Settlement,  and  to  Come  into  Such  resolutions  Concern- 
ing them  as  they  shall  find  for  their  V)est  good,  and  also  to  hear 
the  Complaints  of  any  that  may  judge  themselves  agrieved  by 
the  decisions  of  the  Directors  in  the  several  towns,  who  shall 
have  right  to  appeal  to  such  quarterly  meeting. 

Sixthly.  No  one  Convicted  of  sudden  and  violent  breach  of 
the  peace,  of  swearing,  drunkeness,  stealing,  gaming,  fraud, 
idleness  and  the  like,  before  the  Directors  of  the  particular 
town  in  which  he  lives,  shall  have  liberty  of  appeal  to  such 
quarterly  meeting  from  the  sentence  of  such  particular  Di- 
rectors, without  first  procuring  good  Security,  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  Such  Directors,  for  his  orderly  and  Sober  behaviour 
until  such  meeting,  and  for  his  submitting  to,  and  Complying 
with,  the  sentence  of  such  meeting.  No  one  in  matters  of  pri- 
vate property,  shall  have  liberty  of  appeal  from  such  particular 
Directors,  to  such  quarterly  general  meeting  of  Directors, 
where  the  Controversy  is  not  more  than  twenty  shillings. 

Seventhly.  Such  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Directors  shall  ap- 
cierk  to  be  appoint-  Poi"*  an  officer  Statedly  to  attend  them  as  their 
ed  peace  officer.  clerk,  who  shall  Carefully  register  their  pro- 
ceedings, also  an  officer  in  the  character  of  a  general  peace 
Officer  or  Sheriff,  who  shall  also  attend  them,  and  to  whom 
the  inhabitants  of  the  whole  settlement  shall  submit,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  inhabitants  of  any  County  within  this 
Clolony  by  law  are  obliged,  to  their  respective  High  Sheriff. 

Eighthly.  All  persons  within  Such  Settlement  accused  of  the 
high  handed  Crimes  of  Adultery,  Burglary  and  the  like,  shall 
be  arraigned  before  such  quarterly  meeting,  and  if  Convicted 
shall  be  sentenced  to  banishment  from  such  settlement,  and  a 
Confiscation  of  all  their  personal  effects  therein,  to  the  use  of 
the  town  where  such  offence  is  Committed;  and  should  the 
still  more  heinous  Crime  of  Murder  be  Committed,  which  God 
forbid,  the  offender  shall  be  instantly  arrested,  and  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  the  nearest  Civil  authority  of  Connecticut, 
and  should  any  person  or  persons  be  accused  of  Counterfeiting 


CLAIMING  LANDS  IN   WYOMING.  91 

the  bills  or  Coins  of  any  province  on  this  Con- 

unteretng  tinent,  and  be  tiiereof  Convicted    before  such 

quarterly  meeting,  the  Colony  whose  bills, thereof  are  thus 
Counterfeited,  shall  have  libarty  to  take  such  offender  and 
l)unish  him.  He  shall  be  instantly  banished  tlie  settlement, 
and  his  personal  efTects  Confiscated  as  aforesaid.  And  all  per- 
sons Convicted  or  accused  of  any  heinous  Crime  in  any  pro- 
vince on  this  Continent,  and  shall  fly  fro-m  justice,  the  inhab- 
itants shall,  as  well  Directors,  peace  officer  and  others,  aid 
and  assist  their  pursuers  in  apprehending  them,  that  they 
may  be  duly  punished  in  the  government  where  they  have 
offended. 

Ninthly.  There  shall  be  no  appeal  from  the  doings  of  Such 

quarterly  meeting,  or  their  decrees  to  the  Sus- 

'"'^^'^  quehanna    Comp^  in   general,   save  when   the 

property  of  land  is  disputed,  in  which  Case  the  appellant  shall 

first  secure  the  appellee  his  Costs,  if  he  make  his  appeal  good 

before  the  Company. 

Tenthly.  The  Directors  of  each  town  shall  make  out  and  ex- 
This  should  be  nth  hi  bit  to  their  first  quarterly  Meeting  a  list  of 
asscBsment.  the  rateable  estates  and  polls  of  the  inhabitants 

of  each  town,  and  such  quarterly  meeting  shall  have  power 
to  assess  the  inhabitants  for  defraying  public  Expenses,  and 
also  to  enforce  the  assessments  made  in  each  particular  town 
if  need  be. 

Eleventhly.  The  inhabitants  of  each  town,  to  wit,  all  the 
^     ,^      .„  ^     males  of  twenty  one  years  and    upwards,  and 

This  should  be lOth.  •  „'  ,  ,      ,, 

a  proprietor  in  one  of  the  said  towns,  shall  an- 
ually  Meet  on  the  first   Mondav  in   December, 

Klactlons.  •  '  •   \        1      • 

and  choose  Directors  for  said  town,  with  their 
peace  oflBcer  and  other  officers  that  shall  be  found  necessary 
for  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  Directors,  &c.,  that  may  now  be 
chosen,  shall  have  authority  until  new  ones  are  Chosen,  and 
no  longer. 

jyjj.^i  Twelfthly.  The.  law  regulating  the  Militia  of 

the  Colony,  shall  be  particularly  attended  to 
by  the  Directors  of  the  respective  towns,  and  the  general  regu- 
lation thereof  as  the  particular  Circumstances  of  the  people 
require,  shall  be  in  the  power  of  such  general  quarterly  meet- 
ing. 

Also,  we  do  Solemnly  declare  these  and  Such  other  regula- 
tions as  we  shall  hereafter  Come  into,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  Consent  of  the  Susq*  Comp^  in  full  meeting  assembled,  to 
be  of  force  and  binding  on  ns,  and  each  of  us,  our  heirs  and 
assigns,  until  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  shall  annex  us  to  one 
of  the  Colonies  of  this  County,  or  make  us  a  distinct  County, 
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or  we  obtain  from  the  said  Colony,  or  from  his  f^racious  Majesty 
King  George  III.  whose  True  and  loyal  subjects  we  are,  iKjwere 
of  Government  in  Some  more  permanent  method. 

And  it  is  further  agreed  and  voted,  that  the  Directors  in  each 
of  the  several  towns  now  Settled,  and  that  shall  be  settled, 
Shall  forthwith  procure  a  Copy  of  the  foregoing  Agreement, 
which  Shall  be  entered  at  large  in  a  book  for  that  purpose, 
and  all  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
shall  personally  suV)Scribe  the  Same  with  their  own  proper 
names  or  Mark,  and  Strictly  abide  by,  and  fulfil  the  same, 
and  such  inhabitants  or  Settlers  as  are  already  Come  in  to  Set- 
tle, or  shall  hereafter  appear  to  Come  in  as  Settlers,  as  shall 
neglect  or  refuse  to  subscribe  to,  and  abide  by,  the  foregoing 
agreement,  shall  not  Continue  there,  nor  be  admitted  as  set- 
tlers on  Said  land. 

Voted,  that  the  following  persons  be  and  they  are  hereby 

appointed  Directors  in  the  several  towns  here- 

Directors  appointed   _^^^^^    mentioned,    until    the   first    Monday  in 

Decemb'  next,  with  the  powers  and  authority  according  to  the 

foregoing  agreement,  to  wit : 

Major  John  Durkee.  | 

Capt.  Zebulon  Butler,  \  for  the  town  of  Wilkesbarre. 

and  Obediah  Gore,  Junr. .    J 

Phineas  Nash,  "| 

Capt.  David  Marvin,  j^  for  the  town  of  Plymouth. 

and  Joseph  Gaylord,  J 

Isaac  Tripp,  Esq.,  l 

Timothy  Keys,  \  for  the  town  of  New  Providence. 

Gideon  Baldwin,  J 

Capt.  Obediah  Gore,  ^ 

Nathan  Denison,  >  for  the  town  of  Kingston. 

Parshall  Terry,  ) 

Capt.  Laxarus  Stewart,         '\ 

William  Stewart,  -  for  the  town  of  Hanover. 

.John  Franklin,  -' 

Caleb  Bates,  '\ 

James  Brown,  >  for  the  town  of  Pittstown. 

Lemuel  Harding,  ) 

committee     on       Voted,  that  Major  Durkee,  Capt.  Zeb°.  But- 

Townships.  ler,  Obadiah  Gore,  Junr.,  and  Nathan  Denison. 

or  the  Major  part  of   them  that  shall  be  present  at  Susq",  shall 

be  a  Committee  to  direct  the  laying  out  of  townships  to  such 

proprietors  as  shall  apply  for  the  same,  According  to  the  votes 

of  this  Comp^,  and  that  those  proprietors  that  have  not  settled 

and  paid  up  the  taxes  due  on  their  rights  to  the  Clerk  of  this 
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Corni>^,  Sliall  satisfy  the  Committee  now  appointed  that  they 
are  proprietors,  and   shall  pay  all  taxes  due  on  said  rights. 

Whereas,  there  is  one  particular  Gentlemen  in  this  Colony, 
a  proprietor  in  the  Snsq^  purchase,  that  has  done  Sundry  Ser- 
vices for  this  Company,  for  whicii  he  has  had  no  Compensa- 
tion, in  testimony  of  our  gratitnde  to  him  we  do  hereby  au- 
thorize Eliphalet  T'yer,  Sam'  Gray  and  Jedediah  Elderkin, 
Esq.,  a  Committee,  to  give  order  for  locating  and  laying  to 
said  gentlen)an,  a  tract  of  land  to  make  a  handsome  and  Con- 
venient Settlement,  in  some  place  in  said  purchase,  which 
shall  not  be  any  damage  in  laying  out  towns  on  said  purchase, 
to  be  in  part  of  said  gentleman's  proprietoj''s  rights,  not  Ex- 
ceeding 500  acres. 

Whereas,  there  is  a  Controversy  between  Abel  Yarrington, 
Ichabod  Hopkins  and  William  Hurlburt  respecting  a  settling 
right  in  the  township  of  Plymouth,  which  was  on  the  4"^  day 
of  FeV>y  last  settled  by  the  Committee  to  said  William  Hurl- 
burt, the  parties  appeared  in  this  meeting,  and  mutually  agreed 
to  Submit  the  Controversy  to  Major  John  Durkee,  Capt. 
Benj.  Steavens  and  Mr.  Noah  Phelps,  who  undertook  to  hear 
the  parties;  and  under  their  hands  report,  that  they  had  de- 
termined said  right  in  said  Plymouth,  to  said  Wm.  Hurlburt, 
and  the  said  Yarrington  and  Hopkins  to  be  otherwise  pro- 
vided for  by  this  Company. 

It  is  now  Voted,  that  the  said  Wm.  Hurlburt,  shall  have 
said  right  in  said  township  of  Plymouth,  on  his  Continuing  to 
do  the  duties  due  on  Said  right  according  to  the  vote  of  this 
CompT,  and  that  the  said  Yarrington  and  Hopkins,  be  further 
provided  for  by  this  Company. 

Voted,  that  Major  Durkee,  Capt.  Butler,  Obediah  Gore,  Jun., 
and  Nathan  Denison,  be  a  Committee,  with  three  more  per- 
sons Chosen  by  the  Settlers  of  the  Six  towns,  to  be  a  joint 
Committee,  to  regulate  the  Settlement  of  said  towns  Consistent 
with  thp  former  votes  of  this  Comp'',  and  to  redress  those  griev- 
ances that  are  agreed  upon  at  this  meeting,  that  are  not  par- 
ticularly already  provided  with  a  Committee. 

To  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Susq*  Corap^  in  meeting  Convened  : 

We  your  Committee  appointed  to  hear  the  Complaints  and 
grievances  Exhibited  to  this  meeting  and  make  report  of  the 
State  of  those  grievances  and  make  our  report  thereon,  beg 
leave  to  Report,  That  we  find  that  Stephen  Rice  has  the  legal 
and  equitable  title  to  the  right  in  Plymouth  that  justly  be- 
longed to  John  Chase,  who  was  killed  at  the  retaking  of  the 
Fort  at  Wyoming,  &c. ,  and  that  Capt.  Gore  be  good  by  the 
Company  elsewhere. 

We  further  find  that  Major  Durkee,  Messrs.  Vine  Elderkin, 
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Ebenezer  (iray,  Jun.,  Andrew  French  and  Capt.  Ehenezer 
Backus  have  lost  their  rights,  taken  from  them,  and  we  are 
of  opinion  that  they  be  provided  by  the  Comp^  and  each  be 
made  equal  to  a  right  in  the  township  of  Kingston,  Computing 
the  same  according  to  the  present  value  thereof,  and  that 
Capt.  Zebu  Ion  Butler,  Isaac  Tripp,  Esq.,  and  Nathan  Denison 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee,  to  determine 
the  quantity  of  lands  each  of  the  above  named  persons  shall 
have  an  equivalent  to  said  right  in  Kingston. 

Voted,  that  James  Forsythe  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby  re- 
stored to  his  Settling  right  in  the  township  of  Kingston  that 
belonged  to  Joseph  Funk. 

To  the  Gentlemen,  Members  of  the  Susq*  Comp^  in  regular 
meeting  Convened  : 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  hear  all  persons  agrieved  or  are 
suflferers,  and  report  make  of  the  State  of  those  matters  to- 
gether with  our  opinion  thereon. 

We  find  nothing  different  in  the  Case  of  Nash  than  there  was 
found  by  the  former  Committee,  viz:  Doc.  Wolcott,  &c.,  but 
that  Nash  be  Considered  and  admitted  upon  the  right  of 
James  Ray  and  dealt  with  as  Sufferers  heretofore  have  been 
dealt  with. 

We  further  find  that  Thomas  Heath  was  accepted  as  a  set- 
tler in  the  townshij)  of  Plymouth,  on  the  6^  day  of  March,  1772, 
and  on  the  IG'"  of  the  same  Month,  Heath  had  a  furlough  to  go 
after  his  family,  who  then  were  at  Loyal  Sock  on  the  West 
Branch  of  the  Susq*  river,  and  to  return  as  soon  as  he  could, 
which  Heath  with  the  greatest  distress  and  difficulty,  on  ac- 
count of  His  poverty,  and  the  circumstances  of  his  family,  and 
the  season,  was  prevented  from  getting  to  Wyoming  until  the 
28''  of  May  following,  which  was  as  soon  as  was  possible  for 
him  to  get  there,  and  in  the  absence  of  Heath,  the  Committee, 
on  the  22'' of  May,  1772,  declared  Heath's  rights  vacant,  by 
mistake,  as  the  Committee  now  agree,  which  right  was  given 
to  one  Frasler,  who  was  then  absent,  which  right  was  by  the 
Committee  declared  vacant  after  eight  months  absence,  im- 
mediately upon  which  the  Committee  put  one  Reynolds  upon 
Heath's  original  right,  by  mere  Mistake,  when  they  supposed 
they  had  put  Heath  to  his  original  right,  but  it  appears 
Reynolds'  name  is  put  thereto,  and  it  is  our  opinion  that  said 
Heath  be  quited  in  his  original  right. 

We  also  further  report,  that  Mr.  Wm.  Stewart  has  lost  that 
right  given  to  him  in  Kingston;  it  is  our  opinion  that  Mr. 
Stewart  be  Considered  V)y  theComjV  on  that  account  elsewhere. 

We  also  find,  that  Caleb  Bates  ought  to  have  his  right  in 
Pittetown,  and  upon  his  paying  the  40  dollars  agreed  with  the 
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Committee  for  which  he  be  entitled  to  his  right  in  Muncy 
Creek  township,  and  not  otherwise. 

We  also  further  find,  that  Comfort  Shaw  forfeited  his  right 
by  absence,  and  he  has  been  provided  for  by  the  Committee 
in  one  of  the  suffering  towns,  which  is  all  he  deserves,  iu  our 
opinion. 

We  also  further  find,  that  Matthew  Hollenback  was  one  of 
Capt.  Stewart  8  associates,  but  had  so  neglected  his  duty,  that 
Capt.  Stewart  and  his  associates  judged  him  unworthy,  and 
have  refused  to  allow  him  a  settling  right  in  Hanover,  and  we 
find  no  reason  to  dissent  from  Capt.  Stewart's  doings. 

We  also  further  find,  that  the  matters  of  Jeremiah  Ros-s  and 
Enoch  Judd,  areso  particularly  Circumstanced,  that  Ross  ought 
to  be  restored  to  his  former  right,  and  Judd  be  established  in 
the  right  he  purchased  of  Stevens,  and  that  all  disputes  relat- 
ing thereto  Cease,  and  their  title  be  amply  secui-ed  to  them 
respectively. 

We  further  find,  Ezra  Bewell,  Gershom  Breed,  Gershom  He- 
witt, Benj.  Hewitt,  John  Wooster,  Gideon  Lawrence,  Ephraim 
Fellows  and  .Joshua  Whitney,  have  been  sufferers,  and  are 
recommended  to  the  favor  of  the  Comp^  and  provided  for  as 
they  shall  think  fit,  and  that  the  matter  of  .Tohn  Stevens, 
Eleazer  Carey  and  Austin  Hunt  be  Continued  to  some  future 
meeting,  all  of  which  is  submitted  by  Ebenezer  Baldwin, 
Josiah  Coles,  Jos.  Hurlburt,  Gad.  Stanley,  William  Judd,  Com- 
mittee. 

This  report  accepted. 

Whereas,  Wm.  Stewart  is  by  this  meeting  voted  oat  of  his 
right  in  Kingston,  it  is  now  voted  that  the  Committee  for  reg- 
ulating the  Settlement,  shall  see  that  the  said  Stewart  has 
equivalent  thereto. 

Voted,  tliat  the  Committeeof  Settlersat  Wyoming,  viz  :  Capt. 
Zebulon  Butler,  Maj.  John  Durkee  and  Obadiah  Gore,  Jun\ 
or  either  two  of  them,  be  directed  to  Lay  out  to  Capt.  .ludah 
Woodruff  and  his  associates,  a  Township  of  land  on  the  South 
Side  of  the  West  Branch  of  the  Susq^"  river,  opposite  the  moutli 
of  Pine  Creek,  to  Extend  up  and  down  said  West  Branch,  and 
to  Extend  as  far  south  upon  the  side  of  the  Mountain  as  land 
Can  be  found  fit  for  improvement,  to  Contain  the  quantity  of 
five  miles  square,  including  the  Long  Island  so  called,  under 
the  Same  regulations  as  the  other  townships  heretofore  have 
been  laid  out. 

windbara.  March  9.  ^t  a  meeting  of  the  Sueq"  Corap^  lawfully 
'"*  warned  and   held  at  Windham,  March  9,  1774, 

Col.  Elizur  Talcut,  Moderator.     Sam'  Gray,  clerk. 
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Whereas,  the  (ieneral  Assembly  at.  their  sessions  in  October 
last,  required  the  several  Companies  and  settlers  who  have 
made  purchases  of  tlie  native  right  to  any  part  of  the  Western 
lands,  within  the  limits  of  the  Charter,  and  the  Governor  of 
Connecticut,  as  soon  as  may  be  done  with  Convenience  to  lay 
the  state  of  their  purchase  before  the  General  Assembly,  that 
whenever  the  title  to  said  lands  is  determined  in  favor  of  this 
Colony,  that  Sucli  part  of  their  respective  purchases  may  be 
{^ranted  them  as  shall  be  a  reasonable  Compensation  for  the 
Cost,  trouble  and  expense,  in  purchasing  and  settling  the  same, 
as  by  this  assembly  shall  be  thought  fit  and  reasonable,  as  by 
records  of  said  assembly  may  fully  appear.  The  Committee 
of  the  Susq"  Comp'^  in  Consequence  of  such  requisition  have 
duly  warned  a  meeting  at  Windham  on  the  9""  day  of  March, 
1774. 

When,  and  Where  in  said  meeting,  it  is 

Voted,  that  Jedediah  Elderkin.  Nathan  Wales,  Junr.,  Sam' 
Gray  of  Windham,  Alex""  Wolcott  of  Windsor,  Esq.,  and  Mr. 
Joseph  Trumbull  of  Norwich,  be  a  Committee  fully  to  state 
the  CompJ*  Claim  to  that  part  of  said  lands  purchased  by  said 
Compy  to  the  Committee  a])pointed  by  the  General  Assembly 
at  their  adjourned  Sessions  in  July  last,  or  the  General  Assem- 
bly to  be  holden  at  Hartford  in  May  next,  or  Such  Committee 
as  they  shall  appoint  at  that  time  for  that  purpose,  agreeal  ly 
to  the  requisition  of  the  General  Assembly  aforesaid. 

And  Whereas,  the  Expenses  that  may  arise  in  disputing  the 
Colony's  title  to  the  Western  lands,  are  objected  by  many 
against  the  Colony's  prosecuting  their  title,  to  obviate  such 
object  ions  as  far  as  may  be  equitable,  taking  into  Consideration 
the  great  Extent  of  the  lands  lying  west  of  this  Colony's  Claim 
and  within  the  limits  of  the  Charter. 

Voted,  that  said  Committee  be.  and  they  are  hereby  directea, 
to  propose  to  the  General  Assembly,  or  their  Committee,  that 
this  Comp^  have  now  voted  a  tax  of  24s  lawful  Money  on  each 
whole  share,  and  12.s  on  each  half  share  in  this  Company's  pur- 
chase which  will  amount  to  £1600  lawful  money,  to  be  paid 
into  the  hands  of  the  Comp^'  Treasurer,  to  be  by  him  paid 
over  to  the  Colony's  Treasurer  by  the  first  of  Jan^  next,  towards 
defraying  Expenses  already  arisen  or  that  may  hereafter  arise, 
in  the  dispute  with  Mr.  Penn,  Concerning  said  lands,  and  as 
an  equitable  Consideration  for  the  Crown  title  to  the  lands 
within  the  said  Comp^^  purchase,  and  in  Case  any  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  this  Comp^  shall  not  punctually  pay  up  the  said  sum 
of  24s  on  their  whole  right  or  share,  or  12s  on  vheir  half  share 
or  right  by  the  first  of  Jan'y  next,  they  shall  forfeit  their  said 
rights  or    shares   to   the   Colony;  except   orphans,  or  Buch  as 
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may  be  absent  beyond  the  sea;  provided  only  that  the  Colony 
prosecute  their  Claims  to  their  Western  lands  within  the  limits 
of  their  Charter,  and  grant  the  said  Comp"  the  Crown  title  to 
the  land  within  their  purchase. 

Voted,  to  raise  24s  on  each  whole  share,  and  12s  on  each  half 
Share,  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  vote. 

Whereas,  by  the  votes  o{  the  Susq»  Comp^  no  person  has  any 
right  to  take  up  any  lands  in  the  Susq''  purchase,  but  such  as 
obtain  a  Certificate  according  to  the  votes  of  Said  Comp^  that 
sach  person  is  a  proprietor  in  said  purchase,  duly  admitted, 
and  hath  duly  paid  all  the  taxes  granted  by  said  Company,  and 
Whereas,  it  is  said  that  the  names  of  Sundry  persons  are  in- 
serted in  the  deed  to  Said  Comp?  of  the  Indian  title, who  have 
never  Claimed  any  interest  therein,  or  paid  any  taxes  granted 
thereon,  and  who  though  named  in  Said  Deed,  or  enrolled  in 
the  records  of  said  CompJ-  have  treated  the  Same  with  neglect, 
and  wholly  failed  to  pay  their  taxes,  and  are  now  moving  for 
liberty  to  pay  their  taxes,  and  to  have  Certificates  granted  so 
as  to  enable  them  to  take  up  lands,  and  Whereas  on  Consid- 
eration of  the  Case,  it  appears  to  this  meeting,  that  the  taxes 
granted  amount  to  but  a  Small  part  of  the  Expense  which  those 
proprietors  have  been  at  who  have  been  active  in  presenting 
the  Claim  of  said  Company  to  said  lands.  Yet,  nevertheless, 
this  meeting  being  desirous  of  promoting  harmony  among  the 
proprietors,  and  willing  that  all  who  are  now  desirous  Should 
be  benefitted  by  their  purchase,  do  therefore  vote, 

That  whenever  any  person  named  in  Said  deed,  or  Enrolled 
in  said  records,  who  have  neglected  to  pay  their  taxes  afore- 
said, shall  apply  to  the  Clerk  of  Said  Comp^  for  a  Certificate 
on  the  following  Conditions,  namely :  That  such  persons  so 
applying  pay  to  the  Treasurer  of  said  Comp^  for  the  use  of  Said 
Comi>y,  all  the  taxes  granted  by  said  Company,  and  the  law- 
ful interest  thereon,  and  also  a  further  sum  of  £10  lawful 
money.  Excepting  only  orphans  and  those  absent  beyond  seas 
or  other  equitable  good  Cause  who  shall  be  admitted  on  pay- 
ing the  whole  taxes  due  and  interest  due  thereon,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  said  that  Some  of  the  proprietors  who  have 
actually  paid  their  taxes,  or  some  part  of  them,  by  which  they 
were  justly  entitled  to  an  interest  in  Said  purchase,  and  others 
have  purchased  rights  and  taken  receipts,  and  have  also  paid 
those  taxes  granted  subsequent  to  their  purchase,  and  by  some 
accident  have  lost  their  receipts  and  are  there  by  prevented  from 
obtaining  Certificates  according  to  the  votes  of  Said  Comp\ 
whereby  great  injustice  is  likely  to  happen,  which  to  prevent,  it 
is  Voted,  That  whenever  any  person  shall  have  lost  any  receipt 
or  receipts  as  aforesaid,  such  person  may  make  application 
7— Vol.  XVIII. 
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unto  any  two  or  three  of  tlie  Standing  Committee  of  said  Com  p', 
wlio  shall  have  full  power  to  Enquire  into  the  matter,  and  if 
said  Committee,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  be  satisfied  that 
such  person  has  been  duly  admitted  a  proprietor  in  said 
Comjv',  and  has  paid  the  taxes  in  part,  or  in  whole,  Said  Com- 
mittee shall  Certify  to  the  clerk  that  such  person  is  a  proprie- 
tor, and  what  part,  if  any,  of  the  taxes  appear  to  be  due,  whicli 
Certificate  being  produced  to  the  Clerk  and  the  balance  of 
taxes  ;if  any  there  be)  being  paid,  and  the  interest  thereon, 
the  Clerk  or  others  authorized  tliereto,  shall  give  such  person 
a  certificate.  Certifying  that  such  person  is  a  proprietor,  and 
hath  paid  his  taxes,  whether  his  name  is  inserted  in  the  dee<l 
or  records  or  not ;  and  if  such  person's  name  is  not  inserted  in 
the  deed,  &;c.,  the  Clerk  shall  enroll  the  same  in  the  records 
of  said  (Jomp^  provided  that  those  persons  that  Come  within 
the  first  part  of  this  vote,  do  apply  to  the  clerk  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  this  Comp-'^,  and  Comply  with  the  tenor  &  Condition 
thereof,  on  or  before  the  first  of  Jan^  next. 

AVhereas,  this  Company  formerly  Voted  that  those  proprie- 
tors that  should  survey  and  take  up  townships  on  their  rights 
in  the  Susq''  purchase  according  to  the  votes  of  this  Comp' 
shall  have  twenty  settlers  settled  in  such  towns  within  two 
years  after  the  laying  out  of  such  towns,  and  Avhereas,  the  set- 
tlers have  met  with  such  opposition  and  hindrances  that  it  has 
not  been  possible  for  said  proprietors  to  settle  on  such  townn 
within  said  term  and  that  great  opposition  still  remains.  It 
is  now 

Voted,  tnat  the  proprietors  that  have  or  shall  take  and  lay 
out  towns  in  said  purchase  according  to  the  votes  of  this 
„,        ,  „„.  Comty,  shall  liave  three  years  from  the  time  of 

Time  of   ailing   up  '    '  •' 

Townships  Ex-  taking  up  and  Surveying  such  towns,  to  Carry 
on  and  settle  twenty  settlers.  Mentioned  in  said 
vote. 

Whereas,  Matthew  Hollinback  is  one  of  the  associates  of  Capt. 
Lazarus  Stewart  and  Wm.  Stewart,  and  ought  to  be  one  <)i 
the  thirty-six  Settlers  to  whom  the  township  of  Hanover  was 
granted  as  a  gratuity,  and  drew  in  said  town  the  lot  Number 
five  and  the  Said  Stewarts  have  pretended  to  Exclude  said 
Matthew  Hollinback  from  his  said  right,  upon  a  report  of  a 
Committee  for  that  yjurpose  appointed.  It  is  now, Voted,  that 
the  said  Matthew  Hollinback  shall  have  and  enjoy  his  said 
right  in  said  township  of  Hanover,  viz.,  his  lot  No.  5,  with  all 
the  after  divisions  in  said  town  to  be  laid  out  to  said  lot  No.  ~), 
in  Equal  proportion  with  the  proprietors  in  the  said  town  of 
Hanover. 

Voted  twenty  dollars  to  Mr.  Speedy. 
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Voted,  that  Win.  Judd,  Increase  Mosely,  Silas  Dean,  John 
Owen  and  Eliphalet  Whittlesey,  bs  added  to  the  Standing 
Committee. 

Voted,  to  print  Doctor  Stiles    piece. 

Adjourned  to  meet  at  Hartford,  on  the  24'^  of  May  next. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susquehanna  Company  held  by  adjourn- 
ment, at  Hartford,  May  24,  1774. 

Ehzur  Talcut,  Moderator.     Sam'  Gray,  Clerk. 

Voted,  that  Benj.  Stevens,  Josiah  Cowles,  Henj.  Yale,  Jon' 
Root,  Aaron  Cleveland,  VVm.  Judd,  Gad  Stanley  and  Jos. 
Slewmy,n,  be  a  committee  to  hear  and  Consider  sundry  Coni- 
plaint.s  and  matters  of  grievance  now  preferred  to  this  meetinj^. 

We  the  subscribers,  being  appointed  to  hear.  Examine  and 
redress,  the  grievances  of  Thomas  McClui*e  wherein  said  Mc- 
Clure  Complains  that  his  settling  right  in  Kingston  No.  8«, 
&c.,  was  voted  to  James  Forsythe  in  June,  1773,  beg  leave 
humbly  to  report,  That  Thomas  McCIure  be  restored  to  tlie 
above  settling  right  in  Kingston,  and  quieted  in  possession 
♦liereof,  and  that  James  Forsythe  be  quieted  in  the  suflferint^ 
right  in  the  six  miles  square  at  Muncy  Creek  ;  as  we  find  his 
name  enrolled  among  the  sufferers  in  that  township,  which 
enrollment  was  made  in  lieu  of  the  above  right  after  it  was 
voted  to  the  above  named  McClure,  appeared  by  evidence  laii' 
before  us,  and  we  also  lind  that  the  above  named  Forsythe 
was  duly  notified  to  appear  at  the  meeting. 

All  of  which  is  submitted  to  your  wise  (consideration. 
Benj.  Stevens,        Josiah  Cowlks, 
Benj.  Yalb,  Gad  Stanley,  Jos.  Slewman. 

The  foregoing  report  is  accepted  by  this  meeting,  and  or- 
dered to  be  recorded,  and  the  parties  to  be  Concluded  thereby. 

To  the  Gentlemen  proprietors  of  the  Susq*  purchase  in  meet- 
ing Convened : 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  hear.  Examine  and  adjust  the 
several  grievances  now  lying  before  said  meeting,  having 
heard  the  Complaints.  Examined  and  adjusted  the  same,  beg 
leave  to  report : 

That  the  Matter  of  Capt.  Lazarus  Stewart  and  associates 
against  Matthew  Hollinback,  be  and  remain  as  it  was  last  set- 
tled by  the  Susquehanna  Company,  until  the  parties  siiall  be 
duly  heard  before  the  ComiV",  or  they  be  duly  Cited  to  appear 
before  the  Comp^. 

As  to  the  matter  of  the  Survey  made  to  Lazartis  Stewart  at 
Wapwallopen,  and  afterwards  located  to  others.  We  are  of 
opinion,  doth  not  fall  within  the  authority  given  us  by  the 
Coinp5^,  neither  Can  we  find  any  vote  of  the  Siisq"  Comp'  au- 
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tiiurizing  any  Committee  to  locate  or  Survey  any  lands  within 
the  purciiase,  but  such  lands  as  are  within  the  limits  of  Some 
town,  taken  up  pursuant  to  the  votes  of  the  Comp^. 

It  apjjears  that,  Slocum  accepted  a  right  in  Providence  in 
lieu  of  a  right  in  l^ittstown  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Updike  and  ought 
to  be  Content  therewith. 

It  appears  to  us  that  Mr.  Elijah  Shoemaker  has  had  meet 
recoinpense  in  one  of  the  suffering  towns,  for  the  rights  he 
lost  at  Kuigston  or  40. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  right  Rob.  Frazier  has  had,  and 
disfxjsed  of  in  Wilkesbarry,  is  a  sufficient  Compensation  of  all 
that  he  has  done  for  the  Company. 

John  Steavens  and  Son  have  been  duly  provided  for  by  the 
Committee  of  Settlers  at  Westmoreland,  the  Father  having 
ha  1  a  right  in  Wilkesbarry,  and  the  Son  in  Providence. 

As  to  the  Complaint  of  Mr.  Ebenezer  Newton,  we  apprehend 
by  the  votes  of  the  Susq*  Company,  by  his  own  neglect  has 
justly  forfeited  all  further  favor  from  the  Company. 

We  further  recommend  to  the  Consideration  of  the  Susq* 
Couip'',  whether  it  is  expedient  that  any  particular  location  or 
Survey  be  made  by  any  particular  person  or  persons,  out  of 
the  limits  of  Some  town  laid  out  pursuant  to  the  votes  of  the 
general  Corap^,  and  whether  any  such  survey  as  has  hereto- 
fore been  made,  be  Confirmed  by  the  Comp^.  All  of  which  is 
submitted  by  your  humble  servants, 

Bknj.  Stevens,  Josiah  Cowles,        Jo;j»  Root, 

Aaron  Ci*eveland,    Jos.  Slewman,  Gad  Stani/KT, 

and  Wm.  Judd,  Committee. 

The  foregoing  Report  is  accepted  by  this  meeting,  and  or- 
dered to  be  recorded,  and  the  parties  to  be  Concluded  thereby. 

To  the  Gentlemen  proprietors  of  the  Susq'  purchase  in  meet- 
ing Convened: 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  hear  and  Consider  the  petition 
of  James  Bidlack,  now  lying  before  this  Meeting,  wherein  he 
prays  to  be  restored  to  the  right  that  was  originally  Jeremiah 
Ross's,  or  to  his  original  right  in  Plymouth,  and  having  heard 
the  evidence  in  the  Case,  and  fully  Considered  of  the  Matters, 
are  of  opinion,,  that  the  Baid  Ross  be  quieted  in  the  possession 
of  his  said  rights  agreeably  to  the  votes  of  this  Comp>»  on  the  S"* 
day  of  June  last,  and  as  to  the  said  Bidlack  being  restored 
to  his  original  right  in  Plymouth  that  he  made  over  to  Uriah 
Marvin,  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  out  of  our  province  to  Con- 
sider, as  said  I\rarvin  was  not  Notified  of  Said  petition. 

All  of  which  is  submitted  by  your  humble   lervants. 
Gershom  Reed,  Ben.j.  Stevens, 

Joseph  Cowj^es,  Committee. 
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The  foregoing  Report  of  the  Committee  was  accepted  by  tlic 
Compi,  and  ordered  to  be  recorded,  and  the  parties  to  be  Con- 
cluded thereby. 

Wm,  Whiting,  Esq.,  cDc,  Memorial  for  Wanmck.  On  the 
memorial  of  Wm.  Whiting,  Esq. ,  and  proprietors  of  the  town 
of  Warwick,  on  the  east  Branch  of  the  Sasq''  river,  showing 
to  this  meeting  that  they  had  pitched  upon  a  tract  of  land  on 
the  Southerly  side  of  said  river,  at  a  place  Called  Nescopeck 
Palls.  Said  purchase  about  2h  miles  wide  from  said  river  to 
the  mountains,  and  ten  miles  long.  Surveyed  to  Zachariah 
Lothrop  on  the  8">  of  November,  1773,  containing  the  quantity 
of  twenty  five  square  Miles,  praying  that  the  said  survey  of 
Said  town  May  be  accepted  and  approved  of  by  this  Comi>y,  as 
though  the  same  had  been  laid  out  five  Miles  Square,  accord- 
ing to  the  votes  of  said  Comp%  as  per  Memorial  on  file  dated 
March  9,  1774. 

This  meeting,  having  duly  Examined  and  enquired  into  the 
quality  of  the  land  lying  Southerly  of  the  Said  2^  Miles  from  the 
river,  which  appearing  from  the  evidence  to  be  Mountainous 
and  unfit  for  Cultivation,  do  thereupon  accept  and  approve 
of  the  survey  made  by  the  said  Lothrop  of  said  town  of  War- 
■wick,  as  though  the  same  had  been  laid  out  5  miles  Square. 

Voted,  that  all  those  pitches  of  land  at  Susq'  without  the 
limits  of  any  town  that  have  already  been  Made,  shall  not  be 
good  nor  valid,  nor  of  any  influence  without  the  grant  and 
approbation  of  this  Company. 

Wherea-s,  Ebenezer  Watson,  Printer  at  Hartford,  in  his  paper 
of  the  S'"  of  April,  1774,  published  false  and  Scandalous  ac- 
counts of,  and  Concerning  the  Susq»  Comp^  without  any  Just 
foundation  therefor,  and  being  Called  upon  to  disclose  his  au- 
thor, refused  to  do  it. 

Voted,  that  the  Standing  Committee  of  this  Comp^  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  authorized  and  fully  empowered,  to  pursue 
such  measures  against  said  Watson,  as  they  shall  judge  nec- 
essary for  the  credit  of  said  Company. 

Voted,  that  Benj.  Steavens,  Isaac  Lawrence  and  Elisha  Baker,,, 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  to  hear  those 
persons  that  have  paid  Money  or  taxes  that  have  lost  or  did 
not  take   receipts  for  Money  paid  for  the  use  of  the  Comp^, 
and  give  proper  Certificate  to  the  Clerk  thereof. 

Voted,  that  Zebulon  Butler,  Esq.,  and  Mr.  John  Jenkins  be. 
and  they  are  hereby  appoint«-d  a  Committee  at  the  Expense  of 
this  Compy,  to  look  out  the  best  place  for  a  road  from  the  east 
Branch,  in  the  most  Convenient  place  to  the  town  of  the  V/est 
Branch  of  the  Susq*  river,  and  to  Cut  a  horse  road  in  such 
Convenient  place  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  the  expense  to  be  paid 
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out   of  the  Monies  in  the  hands  of  Capt.  Buter  and  the  other 
('ommittee  of  Settlers  at  Westmoreland. 

Voted,  that  each  of  the  towns  that  are  pitched  in  Said  pur- 
chase, t^hall  as  soon  as  they  Can  with  Conveniency,  transmit  to 
the  Committee  of  settlers  at  Wyoming  an  Exact  list  of  the  per- 
sons and  their  names  that  are  proprietors  in  such  towns,  and 
such  towns  as  are  not  filled  up  according  to  the  vote  of  Said 
('omp%  may  be  tilled  uj)  by  order  of  the  Committee  for  direct- 
ing the  Settleinnnt  of  said  towns;  Such  persons  paying  their 
Just  proportions  of  the  Expense  of  taking  up  and  laying  out 
said  town- 

A  true  Copy  of  Record, 

Teste  Sam'  Gray,  Clerk. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Susq"  Comp^  legally 
warned  and  held  at  Hartford,  Nov'  13,  17b2. 

Klizur  Talent,  Moderator.         Sam'  Gray,  Clerk. 
Chosen  Agents  Ellphalet    Dyer,    Esq.,    Wm.    Sam'    Johnson, 

to'ac'/f^ruur"'      E'*^'  J^^*^^  Root,    Esq.,  Sam'  Gray,  "Wm.  Judd, 
Company.  Agents  for  this  Company,  to  make  all  prepara- 

tions that  are  yet  necessary  to  be  made,  and  do  any  other  thing 
necessary  for  the  benelit  of  said  Company. 


Nov.  14. — Voted  that  Elizur  Talcut,  Esq..  and  Phineas  Lewis, 
be  Collector  for  the  County  of  Hartford,  I)an' Lyman,  Esq., 
for  the  County  of  New  Haven,  Thomas  Morgan  of  Killings- 
worth  and  John  Owen  of  New  London,  for  the  County  of  New 
liondon,  Nehemiah  Depew,  for  the  County  of  Fairfield,  Sam' 
Gray,  for  the  County  of  Windham,  Abram  Bradly,  Esq.  .Jonas 
Lawrence,  Collectors  for  the  County  of  Litchfield.  Obediah 
Gore,  Esq.,  Collector  of  Westmoreland  County. 

Voted,  that  Col.  Eieazer  Talcott  shall  have  one  full  right  in 
said  purchase  for  his  Extra  services. 

That  the  Committt-e  of  this  Comp^  or  either  three  of  them, 
be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  and  fully  authorized  and 
Empowered,  to  make  out  proper  and  authentic  power  of  At- 
torney, or  Commission  to  the  agents  appointed  at  this  meeting, 
namely,  the  Hon.  Eliphalet  l">yer.  Esq.,  Wm.  Sam'  Johnson. 
.Je.s8e  Root,  Esq. ,  jointly  and  Severally,  or  any  number  of  them, 
to  manage  and  transact  all  manner  of  business  to  be  done  and 
transacted    on  belialf  of  the  said  Company  before  the  Com- 
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missioners  appointed  to  hear  and  determine  the  right,  title  and 
jurisdiction,  and  such  Hke  between  the  state  of  Connecticut 
an  1  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  as  to  the  lands  west  of  the  Del- 
aware river,  part  of  which  land  is  Claimed  by  thisComp^^,  and 
seal  and  authenticate  such  power  or  Commission  on  behalf 
(>i  This  Company.     Voted. 

Whereas,  the  trial  of  the  right  of  the  State  to  the  Western 
lands  is  soon  to  be  decided,  and  the  interest  of  this  Comp^  is 
Concerned  therein,  and  it  is  uncertain  whether  the  taxes  already 
laid  by  this  Corap^  will  raise  monies  sufficient  to  defray  their 
proportion  of  the  Expense  of  the  trial  in  Season  and,  therefore, 

Voted  and  resolved,  that  the  Committee  of  this  Comp^  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  empowered  to  sell  rights  in  said  Cornp-^, 
not  Exceeding  50  shares,  at  Such  prices  as  they  shall  judge  fit, 
in  case  in  their  opinon  it  becomes  necessary  to  raise  farther 
suras  of  money  than  are  already  granted,  or  the  taxes  shall 
not  be  raised  in  season  to  answer  the  necessary  Expenses  in 
Carrying  on  the  trial  of  the  Cause. 

Voted,  that  the  Collectors  appointed  at  this  Meeting  to  Col- 
lect of  the  proprietors  of  the  Susq*  Comp-"  the  4  dollars  tax 
•  granted  in  March,  1774,  and  the  said  Collectors  are  hereby  di- 
rected to  Collect  the  said  tax,  and  to  account  with  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  said  Company  for  the  same  by  the  30'"  day  of  Dec. 
1782;  and  that  the  rights  of  all  proprietors  that  neglect  to  pay 
their  respective  taxes  to  the  Collectors  appointed  in  the  County 
where  the  said  proprietors  reside,  by  the  20'"  of  Decern^  aforesaid, 
will  be  sold  in  pursuance  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  state  of  Connecticut,  passed  in  October  last,  and  that  all 
Collectors  heretofore  appointed  to  receive  the  taxes  granted 
by  the  Susq"  Comp^,  be  and  they  are  hereby  Called  upon  im- 
mediately to  settle  with  the  Treas.  of  said  Comp-\  and  that  all 
proprietors  who  have  not  paid  the  former  taxes,  be  directed 
to  pay  the  Same  to  the  Collectors  named  in  their  vote,  and 
that  this  vote  be  published  in  all  the  Newspapers  in  this  State, 
as  soon  as  may  be. 

Voted  that  this  Comp'  to  give  and  grant  to  the  Hon.  Eiiphalet 
Dyer.  Wm.  Sam'  Johnson  and  Jesse  Root,  Esq.,  to  each  of 
them,  their  heirs  and  Assigns,  one  whole  right  or  share  in  the 
Susq*  purchase  of  land,  as  a  gratuity  to  them,  and  that  Sam' 
Gray,  Clerk,  to  this  Comp^,  give  to  each  of  said  gentlemen  a 
proper  Certificate  therefor. 

Voted,  that  a  triangular  tract  or  piece  of  land  situate  on  the 
Mountain,  on  the  west  side  of  the  East  Branch  of  the  Susq» 
river,  abutting  on  the  towns  of  Kingston,  Plymouth,  Bedford 
and  Northmoreland,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appointed 
and  set  out  to  Major  Wm.  Judd,  for  such  proportion  of  land  in 
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tlie  Susq"  purchase  as  the  Committee  of  Settlers,  or  either  two 
of  them,  shall  judge  the  same  to  be  equal  in  value  Compared 
with  the  Susq"  purchase  at  large  ;  and  that  the  said  Judd  bi; 
debarred  from  any  Claim  for  such  right,  rights  or  parts  of 
rights,  belonging  to  him  the  said  Judd  in  the  Susquehanna 
purchase,  that  may  be  esteemed  equal  to  the  gra:it  aforesaid, 
and  Considered  as  laid  upon  the  land  aforesaid,  that  the  sai<l 
granted  premises  be,  and  the  same  are  hereViy  fully  apparted 
from  the  general  interests  of  the  Comp>^,  and  to  be  enjoyed  by 
him  the  said  Judd  and  his  heirs,  in  severalty. 

Voted,  that  the  Committee,  Sam'  Gray,  Esq.,  and  Major 
Judd,  be  desired  to  address  the  Governor  and  Legislature  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  desiring  them  to  furnish 
such  documents  and  papers  to  be  found  in  the  Records  and 
lilesof  that  State,  which  will  reflect  any  light  on  the  cause 
depending  between  the  States  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  Sueq"  Comp'' ;  and  inform  them,  that  if  the 
Commonwealth  on  their  behalf  should  see  fit  at  their  Expense 
to  appoint  any  person  to  attend  that  trial,  the  Comp-'  have 
directed  their  Committee  to  furnish  him  with  a  power  or 
Agency  in  behalf  of  the  Comjy,  and  the  Committee  are  era- 
powered  to  do  the  Same. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq*  Comp'  legally  warned  and  held  at 
Hartford,  May  21,  1783. 

Eleazer  Talcott,  Esq.,  Moderator.       Sam' Gray,  Clerk. 

Adjourned  till  2  o'clock. 

Col.  Tolcott,     1 

Gen.  Parsons,    V  Committee, 

Sam'  Gray,        j 

A  Committee  to  lay  in  a  Memorial  to  the  General  Assembly 
now  Sitting  at  Hartford,  in  behalf  of  the  Susq*  Comp^,  that 
said  Assembly  would  desire  Doc.  Johnson  and  Col.  Root, 
agents  for  this  State,  to  give  said  Assembly  an  account  of  the 
trial  of  the  Cause  between  t  his  State,  and  the  State  of  Penn", 
at  the  Court  holden  at  Trenton,  Nov.,  1782. 

Voted,  that  this  Comp^  are  determined  to  pursue  their  just 
Claims  to  the  lands  Contained  in  our  Deed  from  the  Indian 
Native  proprietors,  of  the  Susq*  lands,  and  make  application 
to  the  Hon.  Continental  Congress  for  a  proper  Court  or  Com- 
mission to  hear  and  determine  the  Same  according  to  the  9"^ 
Article  of  the  (Confederation  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
they  will  use  all  lawful  means  in  their  power,  to  maintain  the 
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present  settlers  in  their  possessions  until  the  (Jongress  appoint 
a  Court,  and  that  Court  determine  the  right  of  Soil  between 
this  Compy  and  Pennsylvania. 

,  And  that  the  Standing  Committee,  or  any  three  of  them,  be 
desired  to  warn  a  Meeting  of  the  Susq"  Comp%  to  meet  at  Hart- 
ford assoonasitisConvenient,  giving  three  weeks'  notice  in  the 
public  papers  of  the  time  and  place  of  said  meeting,  to  choose 
an  agent  or  agents  to  represent  Said  Comp^  at  Said  Congress 
and  Court,  and  to  make  all  necessary  preparation  therefor, 
and  the  proprietors  are  desired  to  be  present  at  said  meeting 
by  themselves  or  their  agents. 

Tbis  is  a   blank  In 
the  Copy. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  purchasers  and  Settlei-s,  of 
the  land  on  the  Susq"  River,  under  the  Countenance  and  title 
of  the  state  of  Connecticut,  legally  warned  an<l  held  at  Hart- 
ford, July  13,  A.  D.  1785. 

The  meeting  taking  into  Consideration  the  Situation  of  their 
Claim,  the  large  sums  of  money  Expended  in  the  purchase, 
settlement,  and  defense  of  the  same,  and  the  justice  of  their 
Claim  to  the  said  land,  do  Resolve 

1".  That  the  purchase  they  inade  of  the  Indian  native  proprie- 
tors of  said  land,  was  fair  hona-Jide,  and  for  a  valuable  Con- 
sideration, paid  previous  to  any  other  purchase  of  Said  land 
from  Said  Indians. 

2"*.  That  at  the  time  of  Making  Said  purchase  there  was  not, 
nor  ought  there  ever  to  have  been,  a  doubt  respecting  the 
right  of  Connecticut  to  the  jurisdiction  and  preemption  of 
that  Territory,  the  charter  and  Letters-patent  of  Connecti- 
cut being  in  fact  eighteen  years  prior  to  the  patent  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam Penn,  which  in  terms  most  Explicit  did  cover  said  land. 

S"*.  That  in  Confidence  in  the  Charter  of  Connecticut,  which 
they  judged  to  be  sure  and  sacred  as  the  Solemn  acts  of  any 
public  body  Can  be,  and  with  the  Countenance  and  approba- 
tion of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  they  made  the  purchase  and 
Settlement  aforesaid  ;  and  have  at  vast  Expense  of  blood  and 
treasure,  purchased  and  defended  their  possessions  against  the 
Common  enemy,  to  the  great  emolument  and  Security  of  the 
United  States. 

4"*.  That  although  the  Court  Constituted  to  determine  the 
right  of  jurisdiction  between  the  States  of  Connecticut  and 
Penn",  have  astonished  the  world  with  the  decision  in  favor  of 
Pennsylvania,  yet  our  right  to  those  lands  in  possession,  are 
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founded  in  law  and  Justice,  is  Clear  and  unquestionable,  and 
we  cannot,  and  will  not  give  it  up. 

.V".  That  the  Conduct  of  the  iState  and  people  of  Penn*  to- 
wards the  proprietors  of  the  lands  on  the  river  Susq*  in  conse- 
quence of  the  Decree  of  Trenton  in  A.  D.  178'^,  was  impolitic, 
unjust  and  tyranical  and  has  a  tendency  to  interrupt  the  har- 
mony of  the  States. 

Voted,  that  this  Coinp-^  will  support  their  claim  and  right  of 
Soil  to  all  lands  lying  on  the  waters  of  the  river  Susq%  included 
in  their  deed  of  purchase  from  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  native 
owners  &  proprietors  thereof,  and  Confirmed  to  said  Comp^ 
hy  tjie  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  agreeably  to 
the  laws  of  said  State,  and  that  the  Committee  of  Said  Comp^ 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized,  to  dispose  of  all  non-resi- 
dent delinquent  proprietors'  rights  who  have,  or  shall  neglect 
to  pay  their  taxes  agreeably  to  the  votes  of  said  Comp',  tak- 
ing the  previous  steps  pointed  out  in  the  act  of  Assembly  reg- 
nlating  the  same. 

Voted,  that  this  Comp^  will  support  the  proprietors,  owners, 
Settlers  and  Claimants  of  the  Country  aforesaid,  in  their  new 
application  to  Congress  for  a  trial  of  the  right  of  Soil,  agreea- 
l)le  to  the  2**  paragraph  of  the  9""  Article  of  the  Confederation 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  that  we  will  protect  our 
Settlers  in  said  Country,  from  all  lawless  outrage,  unjustifiable 
and  wanton  depredations  of  property  or  personal  abuse  what- 
ever, under  Countenance  of  law  or  otherwise,  until  Such  right 
is  Judicially  determined. 

Voted,  that  every  able  l)odied  and  effective  man  approved  by 

any  one   of   the   Comp"  Committee,  not  being  a   proprietor, 

and  that  will  repair  to  Wyoming,  submit  himself  to  the  orders 

of  thisComp'^and  their  Committee  at  this  place. 

Half  Bhare  men.  ,      ,,     ,  •,      i ,      ■,  ... 

shall  become  a  half  share  man  proprietor  in 
sal«l  Company,  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  any  proprietor 
thereof  that  has  paid  his  full  taxes  to  this  time;  provided  he 
remains  in  Said  Country  for  the  space  of  three  years  and  does 
not  depart  therefrom  without  the  permission  of  such  com- 
mittee, .and  also,  provided  that  such  half  share  proprietors  do 

not    Exceed  400,' and   provided   they  arrive   by 

Limited  lo  400.  xu«4.i  r  r^.    4-    i^  ^  ' 

the  first  day  of  October  next. 
Voted,  that  Col.  Ebenezer  Gray,  Col.  Thomas  Dyer,  Ralph 
Pomeroy,  Esq.,  Timothy  Edwards,  Esq.,  Mr.  Moses  Sherrard, 
Joseph  Hamilton,  Esq.,  Zera  Beach.  Esq.,  Col.  Zebulon  But- 
ler, .John  Franklin,  Esq.,  Ludwig  Updike,  Esq.,  Obadiah  Gore, 
Esq.,  and  Capt.  Sam'  Street,  be  and  tliey  are  hereby  appointed 
a  Committee,  in  addition  to  the  standing  Committee  of  the 
Company. 
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Voted,  that  the  Standing  Committee  be  and  tliey  are  hereby 
(ioo  rights  to  be  dis-  ^^^^  authori/ed  to  dispose  of  six  liundred  rights 
poseaof.  jn  said  general  Tract  of  Country,  for  the  use  of 

said  Conipy  using  their  discretion  therein,  and  to  amount  when 
required,  and  the  Clerk  of  said  Comps^  is  hereby  directed  to 
turnish  said  Committee  with  such  nurnber  of  Certificates  as 
rheyor  any  of  them  shall  require,  not  to  exceed  the  number 
of  Six  hundred  in  the  whole,  each  Committee  man  to  be  ac- 
fountable  for  the  number  he  receives. 

Voted,  that  this  Comp'  will  Circumspectly  conform  them- 
selves to  all  decisions  of  their  Claim  Constitutionally  had  ;  but 
at  the  same  time  Cannot  omit  despising  the  treatment  this 
state  met  with  upon  a  fornier  trial,  the  Secretion  of  material 
i;apers  by  our  opponents  until  after  the  trial  was  over  ;  and 
being  fully  assured,  the  New  England  Ancient  Royal  Char- 
ters were  the  only  ground  of  the  Northern  and  Western  Exten- 
sion of  the  United  States,  in  the  Settlement  with  the  late 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  as  far  south  as  the  Completion  of  the 
40^'' degree  of  North  Latitude,  Cannot  Content  themselveswith 
idle  speculation  only,  and  tamely  yield  a  tract  of  Country  ;  the 
grant  of  their  ancestors,  that  purchased  themselve.s.  Estab- 
lished by  the  only  Legislature  on  Earth  that  had  right  to  Con- 
firm the  same;  and  defended  through  a  long  and  cruel  war,  at 
an  amazing  expense  of  property,  and  of  more  than  1000  lives. 

Voted,  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee  furnish  each  Com- 
mittee jnan  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  proprietors,  and  the 
sums  due  from  each,  for  taxes  already  granted. 

V^oted,  that  the  Treasurer  forthwith  Call  on  all  receivers  of 
Taxes  and  others,  to  account  for  the  monies  by  them  received. 

Voted,  that  the  Hon.  Wm.  Sam' Johnson  and  William  Judd, 
Ksq. ,  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  agents  in  behalf  of 
this  Comp^,  in  all  matters  wherein  this  Comp^  is  interested,  be- 
fore Congress  or  Elsewhere ;  and  that  the  Clerk  of  this  Comp* 
be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  make  out  a  proper  power 
of  Attorney,  fully  authorizing  said  Wm.  Sam'  Johnson  and 
Wm.  Judd,  Esq.,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  they  have  a 
joint  and  several  Authority  in  all  matters  wherein  the  interest 
of  this  Comp^  is  Concerned,  and  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed, 
and  he  is  hereby  directed,  to  furnish  such  sums  of  Money  to 
said  Agents  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  this  agency, 
and  they  shall  draw  upon  him  accordingly. 

Voted,  that  the  Standing  Committee  be  receivers  of  all 
Taxes  granted  by  said  Corap^  and  account  with  the  Treasurer 
when  thereunto  required. 

Voted,  that  the  Clerk  of  this  Comp>^  advertise  in  the  public 
prints,  that  any  person    Claiming  a   right    in  this  purch}i.He, 
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shall  send  in  the  Evidence  of  his  title  to  the  Clerk  of  said  Coniiy 
by  the  first  of  November  next,  or  be  forever  Excluded  from 
any  right  in  the  i)urchase. 

Voted,  that  any  three  of  the  Standing  Committee  here, 
have  authority  to  Call  a  meeting  of  the  Comp>  whenever  the 
Exigency  of  the  ('ase  may  requires  the  Same. 

Voted,  that  a  tax  of  one  dollar  on  each  whole  share,  and 
half  a  dollar  on  each  half  share,  be  immediately  paid  to  the 
Treasurer  of  this  ComjV^,  or  any  of  the  Standing  Committee. 

Tills  meeting  is  dissolved. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Susq*  Comj)^  held  at  Hartford,  May  17, 
1786. 

Col.  Elizur  Talcott,  Moderator.     Sam'  G-ray,  Clerk. 

There  Voted,  that  all  persons  settled  under  the  authority 
of  the  State  of  Penn%  now  actually  inhabiting  upon  that  Tract 
of  Country  situate  upon  the  Westerly  waters  of  the  Susq" 
River,  and  purchased  of  the  natives  by  the  Comp^  Called  the 
Susq*  Comp',  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  fully  Established  and 
Confirmed,  with  full  and  absolute  possession  of  the  lands  by 
them  actually  possessed,  under  said  State  of  Pennsylvania  (P. 
A.   1780-90,   P.  114). 

Voted, that  this  Comp^  Conscious  of  the  Fiquity  of  their  title 
to  the  lands  bona  fide  purchased  of  the  Natives,  and  Situate 
upjon  the  waters  of  the'River  Susq%  will  support  and  maintain 
their  Claims  to  the  lands  aforesaid,  and  effectually  justify  and 
support  their  settlers  therein. 

Voted,  that  Sam'  Gray,  Esq.,  Col.  Thomas  Dyer  and  Col. 
Ebeuezer  Gray,  V)e  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Commit- 
tee, with  full  power  and  authority  to  make  out  a  list  of  all  such 
persons  as  are  proprietors  of  the  said  Corap',  and^have  paid 
their  taxes  agreeably  to  the  votes  of  the  said  f 'ompJ,  and  that 
all  persons  that  have  neglected  to  pay  their  taxes,  and  shall 
neglect  to  pay  tlie  Same  by  the  first  day  of  September  next, 
shall,  and  the  Same  are  hereby  Excluded  from  any  right,  in- 
terest or  property,  within  the  Territory  aforesaid ;  Said  list 
to  be  Completed  by  the  first  day  of  November  next. 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  of  the  Sai<l  Comp''  be,and  hereby 
are  fully  authorized,  toapply  to  the  Honorable  General  Assem- 
bly of  this  State  for  such  justice  as  shall  be  due  to  said  Comj>^ 
and  for  such  otlidr  advantages,  benefits,  and  emoluments  as 
said  Assembly  may  r'ee  Cause  to  grant  to  the  said  Comp^  ;  and 
further  to  do,  and  transact  otlier  matters  necessary  to  be  done 
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for  the  benefit  of  Said  Comp^,  according  to  their  best  discre- 
tion. 

Voted,  that  Co\  John  Franklin,  Gen'  Ethan  Allen,  Major 
John  Jenkins  and  Col.  Zebulon  Butler,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
appointed  a  Committee,  with  full  power  to  locate  townships 
within  the  Territory  aforesaid,  agreeable  to  the  votes  of  the 
said  Corap^,  in  the  room  and  stead  of  the  former  Committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  the  Said  Committee  are  also 
hereby  fully  authorized  and  empowered,  to  inquire  into  the 
Claims  of  all  persons  now  settled  at  Wyoming,  and  such  as  shall 
make  out  their  Claims  in  pursuance  of  the  votes  of  said  Corap-\ 
said  Committee  are  hereby  authorized  to  quiet  them  in  such 
lands  as  they  shall  find  them  justly  entitled  to  agreeably  to 
John  Franklin  ap-  ^^e  votes  of  Said  Comp^ ;  and  that  Col.  John 
stanmnR^co^mmu-  J^ranklin  be  and  is  hereby  Appointed  Clerk  of 
t«e.  said  Committee,  and  directed  to  keej)  fair  re- 

cords of  the  proceedings  of  said  Committee,  and  the  transfers 
of  all  property  in  said  settlement,  and  that  Said  Clerk  transmit 
from  time  to  time,  fair  Copies  to  the  Clerk  of  this  Comp^,  of 
all  such  locations  of  townships,  and  the  names  of  such  as  shall 
be  admitted  proprietors  by  such  Committee  in  virtue  of  the 
authority  aforesaid. 

Col.  John  Franklin  was  duly  sworn,  faithfully  to  Execute  the 
Said  office  of  Clerk  of  said  Committee,  according  to  the  above 
vote,  before  Sam'  Gray,  justice  of  the  peace. 


Hartford,  Dec.  28,  ^^  ^  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Susq* 
I's*'-  purchase,  duly  warned,  and  held  at  the  State 

House  in  the  City  of  Hartford,  December  26,  A.  D.  1786. 

CoL  Gad  Stanly,  Moderator.     Joel  Barlow,  Clerk  pro  tem. 

Several  public  papers  and  private  letters  relative  to  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  the  settlers  at  Wyoming,  were  read. 

It  was  then  moved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  pre- 
pare the  business  for  to-morrow,  and  that  this  meeting  adjourn 
to  that  time ;  Accordingly,  Major  Judd,  Mr.  Pomeroy,  Mr. 
Hamilton,  Mr.  Beach,  Mr.  Barlow,  Mr.  Benton,  Mr.  O.  Wol- 
cott,  Mr.  A.  Wolcott  and  Mr.  Hosmer,  were  appointed. 

The  meeting  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-morrow  Morning. 


December  27.   The  meting  opened  according 
■  to  adjournment,  and  the  Committee  reported. 

Whereupon  the  following  Resolves  were  passed  : 
Whereas,  it  is  an  object  of  great  importance  that  the  rights 
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of  the  proprietors  under  the  Susq*  purchase  be  ascertain tMl 
and  the  Claims  of  the  Settlers  be  reduced  to  a  Certainty  an.l 
their  titles  Confirmed  therefor. 

Resolved,  thai  Major  Wra.  Judd,  Sam'  Gray,  Esq.,  Joel  Bar- 
low, Esq.,  Oliver  Wolcot,  Junr,  Esq.,  Al.  Wolcot,  Junr. ,  Esq., 
Col.  Gad.  Stanley,  Jos"  Hamilton,  Esq.,  Doc.  Tim^  Horseman, 
Col.  Zeb"  Butler,  Col.  Nathan  Denison,  Obadiah  Gore,  Esq.. 
Col.  John  FrankJn,  Zerah  Beach,  Esq.,  Capt.  Simon  Spalding, 
♦Maj' John  Jenkins,  Maj.  J.  Paul  Schoots,  Abel  Pierce,  Esq., 
Capt.  Jn".  Bartel,  Capt.  Peter  Loop,  Junr.,  John  Bay,  Esq.. 
(yol.  Ebenezer  Gray,  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Com- 
mission, and  authorized  with  full  power  to  ascertain  by  ref- 
erence to  the  records  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Susq*  Comp?,  and 
the  records  of  the  settlers  at  Wyoming,  the  names  of  the  pro- 
prietors Claiming  under  Said  purchase, that  as  soon  as  may  be 
they  make  out  a  fair  and  complete  list  of  the  names  of  all  the 
proprietors, and  annex  thereto  the  proprietor  of  land  to  which 
they  are  severally  entitled. 

That  as  soon  as  said  list  shall  be  Completed,  it  shall  be  en- 
tered at  large  on  the  records  of  the  Commissioners,  and  shall 
be  Considered  as  full  and  Complete  evidence  of  the  title  of  the 
Said  proprietors. 

That  the  said  Commissioners  shall  thereupon  make  a  scru- 
tiny of  Every  person  Settled  upon  said  lands,  and  that  such  set- 
tlers as  shall  appear  to  have  been  proprietors,  heirs  or  assigns 
of  ])roprietors,  shall  immediately  procure  the  locations  to  be 
surveyed  and  ascertained,  which  after  being  approved  by  .said 
Commissioners,  shall  be  recorded  as  parcel  of  their  proprie- 
tary right. 

That  whenever  it  shall  appear  that  any  Settler  or  proi)rietor, 
has  made  a  location  by  permission,  and  under  authority  from 
any  proprietor,  or  the  Company,  the  quantity  of  land  located, 
shall  be  Surveyed  as  aforesaid,  and  if  approved  by  said  Com- 
missioners, shall  be  recorded  and  Considered  as  parcel  of  the 
right  of  said. original  proprietor,  unless  otherwise  provided  by 
the  votes  of  this  Company. 

That  Said  Commissioners  be  and  they  are  hereby  directed,  to 
ascertain,  locate,  and  Survey  to  each  and  Every  person,  who 
has  in  Consequence  of  any  former  grant  or  vote  of  said  Susq' 
Comp^,  gone  on,  and  Settled  on  Said  lands,  the  amount  of  his 
grant  which  being  recorded,  shall  vest  a  full  and  Complete 
title  thereto  in  favor  of  Such  person. 

That  said  Commissioners  be  al.so  directed  and  Empowered  t-o 
locate  and  Survey  in  favor  of  such  i)ersons  as  they  shall  judge 
proper,  who  shall  actually  Settle  and  occupy  Said  lands  by 
themselves,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  not  Exceeding  200  arrets  on 
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any  proprietors'  right  who  has  either  by  himself  or  by  sonic 
other  person  under  him  iSettled  and  removed  on  iSaid  lands 
which  survey  and  location  being  recorded  Shall  vest  a  Com- 
plete title  in  such  Settlers,  and  shall  be  Considered  as  parc-t*! 
of  such  proprietors'  right. 

That  said  Commissioners  shall  Jocate  and  survey  all  such 
grants  as  they  may  make  in  favor  of  any  new  Settler  on  said 
lands  in  such  towns  as  have  been  already  granted,  as  far  a.s 
vacant  lands  Can  be  found  for  that  purpose,  or  on  sucli  gores 
of  land  as  remain  ungranted  between  said  towns  ;  provided,  that 
nothing  herein  sliall  be  Construed  to  affect  the  title  of  any 
actual  settler  in  Such  town.  Said  Commissioners  are  to  take 
special  Care  that  the  property  of  Widows  and  Orphans  be  in 
no  instance  infringed. 

Tliatthe  said  Commissioners  shall  as  soon  as  may  be  Convene 
togetlver  and  appoint  some  particular  place  for  their  holding 
their  Court  and  they  shall  in  no  instance  hold  their  Court  in 
any  other  place  than  that  first  agi-eed  upon  unless  it  sh.all 
not  be  convenient  to  meet  at  such  place,  in  wliich  Case  it  shall 
be  in  their  power  to  adjourn  to  any  other  place  and  they  shall 
appoint  Some  proper  person  for  their  Secretary,  who  shall  keep 
fair  and  Accurate  records  of  all  their  proceedings  and  deter- 
minations. 

That  said  Commissioners  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
to  make  locations  and  surveys  in  favor  of  any  Settler  or  pro- 
prietor on  any  of  the  broken  or  mountainous  lands  lying  witlii;i 
five  miles  of  the  river  not  Convenient  to  lay  out  townships  five 
miles  square,  and  annex  the  same  to  such  townships  as  they 
shall  judge  proper,  provided,  That  such  location  shall  in  no 
instance  Exceed  600  acres  to  the  proprietor  of  a  full  right,  or  in 
proportion  to  a  proprietor  of  a  less  quantity  than  a  full  right, 
including  any  location  heretofore  made  by  such  proprietor,  or 
any  person  under  him,  and  also  including  such  locations  a.; 
may  be  by  the  said  Commissioners  made  in  favor  of  any  settler 
on  his  proprietary  right. 

And  said  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  grant  nev/ 
townships  agreeable  to  the  former  votes  of  this  Comp-\  and  the 
powers  heretofore  granted  to  any  Comnnttee  for  that  purpo.so 
are  hereby  declared  to  cease  and  determine. 

And  said  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  enquiic 
into  the  particular  (Circumstances  of  any  location,  and  settle- 
ments, that  have  been  made  Contrary  to  the  former  regula- 
tions of  this  CompJ^,  and  ('onfirra  or  disallow  the  Same  as  they 
shall  judge  most  Conducive  to  the  interests  of  this  Comp^^ ;  and 
it  is  hereby  ordered  that  no  location  which  may  hereafter  be 
made.  Contrary  to  the  regulations  Contained  in  this  Act,  shall 
in  anv  instance  be  admitted  or  Confirmed. 
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That  any  three  of  the  said  Committee,  together  witJi  their 
Secretary,  shall  be  a  quorum  to  transact  any  of  the  business 
aforesaid. 

That  the  Expense  of  locating,  surveying,  and  determining  all 
matters  aforesaid  shall  be  paid  by  persons  in  whose  favor  such 
locating,  &c. ,  shall  be  made  or  done,  and  that  said  Court  of 
Commissioners  shall  in  no  instance  exact  or  receive  unreason- 
able or  exorbitant  fees. 

That  any  five  of  the  said  Commissioners, with  their  Secretary, 
shall  be  a  Court  with  power  to  hear  and  finally  determine,  all 
Controversies  between  Actual  occupants,  respecting  the  title 
of  lands,  and  to  award  equitable  Costs  in  the  usual  form  of 
trials  at  law  ;  this  power  to  determine,  whenever  a  form  of  in- 
ternal government  shall  be  estalished  in  that  Country. 

Resolved  likewise,  that  the  Commissioners  aforesaid,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  be  and  they  are  hereby  fully  authorized  and 
empowered  to  do,  and  transact  any  other  matters  and  things 
which  they  May  judge  necessary  for  the  security  and  protec- 
tion of  the  Settlers  on  said  lands,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Comp'  of  Proprietors,  hereby  ratifying  and  Confirming  what- 
ever said  Commissioners  may  do  in  the  premises. 

That  no  new  settler  be  entered  in  the  town  of  Claverack,  by 
the  Court  of  Commissioners,until  afterthe  first  day  of  May  next. 

Whereas,  Nathaniel  Wales,  Junr.,  late  of  Windham,  Esq. , 
formerly  a  Committee  of  this  Comp^,  and  had  their  monies  in 
his  hands,  and  has  since  deceased,  leaving  his  accounts  with  the 
said  Comp^  unsettled. 

Voted,  that  Col.  Ebenezer  Gray  be  appointed  a  Committee, 
to  adjust  and  settle  the  accounts  of  the  Comp^  with  the  Exe- 
cutrix of  said  Wales,  and  receive  the  balance  if  any  there  be, 
and  account  therefor  with  the  Treasurer  of  this  Comp^. 

Voted,  that  each  person  that  was  Considered  by  this  Corap^ 
as  a  sufferer,  and  was  Compensated  therefor  in  a  township 
at  Muncy  Creek,  which  is  now  possessed  under  Penn',  be  ad- 
mitted by  the  Court  of  Commissioners,  to  take  an  equal  quan- 
tity of  land  in  any  township  to  be  laid  out  in  lieu  of  said  grant 
upon  said  Muncy  Creek,  provided  he  settle  the  same  the  next 
Summer  or  season. 

Test  Joel  Barlow^,  Clerk,  pro  tem. 


Proceedings  and  resolutions  of  Connecticut 

LlberC.  p.  1S».  _  ,   ,,  f    ^  , ,      .  ^.         ,      ,  •■       x     ._■.■_ 

Susq*  Comp^  at  their  meeting  held  at  Athens, 
Feb.  18,  n^Ti. 

The    proprietors    of   the    Connecticut   8usq» 

NotlflcaUon.  ^  .„-,,,.  .  -., 

Corap^  are  notified    that  a  meeting  of  said  pro- 
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prietors  will  l>e.hel(l  at  the  dwelling  liouse  of  James  Ir'v\in  in 
Atlienb,  on  Tioga  Point,  and  County  of  Jvuzerne,  on  Wednes- 
day the  18'"  tla\  of  February  next  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  of  the 
same  day,  on  business  of  importance  to  the  Coinp'. 

Dated  this  2G'"  day  of  December,  171)4. 

The  printers  in  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  Riiode  Island, 
Connecticut  and  New  York,  are  requested  to  i)ublishtlie  above 
as  a  matter  of  publicConcern  for  the  benefit  of  their  Customert-. 

JoHX  Franklin,  Simon  Spaulding, 

Peter  Loop,  John  Jenkins,  Commissioners. 

Yeb.  IS.  1795.  Pre-  Agreeably  to  the  above  notification  published 
iiibie.  ju  (jonformity  to  the   rule  of  the  Connecticut 

Susq*  Comp^,  1200  proprietors  of  said  Comp"^,  being  a  large  Ma- 
jority, Convened  on  the  18"^  day  of  February  instant,  at  the 
dwelling  house  of  Mr.  James  Irwin,  in  the  township  of  Athens, 
County  of  Luzerne,  and  State  of  Pennsylvania,  Inn  keeper; 
and  having  elected  Elisha  Hytle,  Moderator,  and  David  Paine, 
(Jlerk,  of  said  meeting,  anil  having  heard  read  a  Cliarter  of 
(Jharles  the  Second,  late  King  of  Great  Britain,  &;c. ,  bearing 
tlate  ir*"  of  April,  16G2.  granting  to  the  inhabitants  of  Connec- 
ticut all  the  lands,  &c.,  lying  and  being  in  New  England, 
Butted  and  bounded  on  the  North  by  Massachusetts  Planta- 
tions, on  the  east  by  Narragansett  Bay,  on  the  South  by  the 
Sound,  and  in  Longitude  of,  and  within  all  the  V^readth  afore- 
said throughout  the  mainland  to  the  South  sea  on  the  west  part, 
together  with  the  privileges,  &c. ,  and  also  sundry  Statutes, 
acts,  deeds,  and  other  documents,  granting  and  Confirming 
the  Claim  and  title  of  Certain  lands  to  said  Comp'^,  described 
and  bounded  as  follows:  Beginning  from  the  one  and  fortieth 
degree  of  North  Latitude,  and  ten  miles  east  distant  from  the 
Susq*  River,  and  thence  with  a  Northerly  line  ten  miles  east 
of  the  river,  to  the  forty-second  degree,  or  the  beginning  of  the 
forty-third  degree  of  North  Latitude,  and  to  Extend  west  two 
degrees  of  Longitude  120  miles,  and  from  thence  South  to  the 
beginning  of  the  forty-second  degree,  and  from  thence  east  to 
the  aforementioned  bounds,  which  is  ten  miles  east  of  the 
Susquehanna,  together  with  thei)roceedings,  resolutions,  rules, 
and  regulations  of  former  meetings  respecting  the  same. 

Adjourned  until  the  20"'  instant  at  9  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
to  meet  at  the  same  place. 


On  ihe  20"'  of  February  instant  at  9  o'clock  in   the   morning 
the  meeting  opened,  made  some   rules  and    regulations   and 
passed  the  following  Resolutions,  to-wit : 
8- Vol.  XVIII 
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This  meeting  entertaining  a  high  sense  of  the  importance  of 
order  and  good  government,  will  use  their  utmost  endeavors 
to  prevent  any  ill-disposed  persons,  without  due  authoritj',  un- 
iawfuly  intruding  ujjon,  surveying  or  attempting  seige,  and  set- 
tle any  of  tlie  aforesaid  lands,  will  assist  in  preserving  the  pub- 
lic peace,  afford  a  just  protection  to  the  jjroperty  of  the  real 
owners,  and  such  settlers  as  enter  on  the  same  land  peacably 
in  due  Course  of  law  and  under  real  proprietors  thereof,  being 
fully  determined  in  a  Constitutional  and  legal  manner  only,  to 
maintain  and  defend  the  title  and  Claim  which  the  aforesaid 
Comp'  have  to  the  aforesaid  lands,  and  also  to  recover  such 
parte  thereof  as  are  possessed  in  opposition  thereto. 

Resolved,  that  the  following  persons,  to  wit : 
o.     ,.       i^^^^H        Col.  John  Franklin,  Col.  Zebulon  Butler,  Gren. 

Standing     Commit-         ^         ^  i  i 

tee.  Simeon  Spalding,  Col.  John  Jenkins  and  Major 

Elisha  Satterlee,  of  the  County  of  Luzerne  and  State  of  Penn"; 
Timothy  Edwards  of  Stockbridge,  County  of  Berkshire,  com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts,  Esquire  ;  Doc.  Joseph  Hamilton 
of  the  City  of  Hudson,  in  the  County  of  Columbia,  and  State 
of  New  York;  Peter  Loop,  Junr. ,  of  New  Town,  County  of 
Tioga  and  State  of  New  Y'ork,  and  William  Judd  of  Farming- 
ton,  County  of  Hartford,  and  State  of  Connecticut,  Esquire, 
Proprietors  to  Ex-  ^^^  Commissioners  of  said  ComjV  and  that  each 
hibit  ciaitus  prior  to   proprietor  of  said   Comp^' exhibit  his  claim  to 

Marcb,  179t> — or  for-     '         '^  ' 

feit.  one  of  theaforesaid  Commissioners,  on  or  before 

the  first  day  of  March,  179G.  or  the  same  will  be  Considered  for- 
feit. 

That  each  full  share  be  entitled  to  two  thousand  acres  of  land, 
and  that  Eight  full  shares  be  a  suflBcient  number  to  Cover  a 
whole  township  of  5  miles  square,  and  in  the  same  proportion 
as  to  any  other  shares;  That  when  any  part  of  a  share  hath 
Iteen  already  laid  out,  that  shall  be  deducted  from  the  said  two 
thousand  acres  to  be  laid  out,  and  the  deficiency  made  up  with 
part  of  another  share. 
Commissioners    to       That  any  three  of  the  aforesaid  Commissioner.^ 

ascertain  the  names  .  , .  ,  _.  .  i   ,         t       ,  n 

of  Proprietors.  residing  ou  the  atoresaid  lands,  be  empowered 

to  ascertain,  examine,  adjudge  and  determine,  by  reference  to 
the  Records  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Susq"  Comp^,  or  any  other  re- 
cords, thenam^  of  proprietorS<31aiming  under  said  Company. 
Commissioners  Em-       That   thev  make  out  a  Complete  list  of  the 

powered  to  make  a  e  2.\^'  •    ^  j  ^v.         i.     j-i, 

list  of  names.  names  of  the  j)ropr]etors,  and  annex  thereto  the 

proportion    of    land    to  which   they  are    severally  entitled    at 
large,  on  the  Records  of  .said  Company 
Comn\i98ionerB  Enj-       That   any  three    Commissioners    residing   h> 

powered   to    make  -ii^ni  i  i  i  xv^-i 

grants.  aforesaid   shall   be  and  are  hereby  authorized 
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and  empowered  on  the  application  oi  Eight  proprietors  to 
grant  new  townships  of  land  equal  to  iive  miles  square  of  any 
of  the  unappropriated  lands  of  said  Comp\  and  also  to  make 
grants  of  any  quantity  of  land  not  already  granted,  situated 
between  any  of  the  townships  heretofore  granted,  although 
the  same  lands  are  not  Equal  to  five  miles  square. 
Condition  of  grants  That  whenever  the  said  Commissioners  shall 
bL7?han  iTroprl^"-  mak  e  any  grants  of  any  township,  on  the  ap- 
tors.  plication  of   any  number  of  i)roprietors  hold- 

ing less  than  Eight  full  Shares,  the  townships  so  granted  shall 
be  divided  into  Sixteen  Equal  parts,  as  to  quantity  and  quality 
and  the  variant  rights  shall  be  SuViject  to  be  filled  up  by  any 
other  applicants,  being  proprietors. 

Commissioners  Em-  That  the  Commissioners,  or  any  three  of  them, 
powered  to  Com-    residing  as  aforesaid,  be  empowered,  and    are 

pensate  persons  em-  &    "<  '  i  ' 

ployed  in  the  Com-  herebv  authorized  to  fix  on  a  proper  Compen- 

panv's  service.  .       "  ,         ^.  ..,,,-, 

sation  for  the  Surveyor  ot  the  Comp\  or  any 
other  officer  or  officers,  person  or  persons,  acting  as  agent  or 
agents,  or  who  are  or  have  been  employed  in  the  Service  of 
said  Comi^^,  and  a  Certificate  of  said  Commissioners  shall  en- 
title said  Surveyor  or  any  other  persons  as  above  mentioned 
to  receive  of  the  Treasurer  of  said  Corap>  the  sum  Certified 
under  the  hands  of  said  Commissioners. 
Commissioners  to       That  anv  three  of  said  Commissioners  resid- 

compensate    suffer-     .  „".,  ■,  ,  ^i-ij 

ers.  ing  as  aforesaid,  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 

powered to  Examine  into  any  Claim  or  Claims,  of  any  person  or 
X^ersons,  for  any  service,  suffering  or  losses,  which  he  or  they 
may  have  performed,  suffered  or  sustained,  in  Consequence 
of  their  attachment  to  the  said  CompJ^ ;  and  to  make  such 
equitable  allowance  in  the  lands  of  Said  CompJ^  as  they  shall 
judge  reasonable. 
Survey  to   be  ap-       That  previous  to  the  issuing  of  any  grant  as 

proved  by  the  sur-        _  .  ,     ,  „     ■■        ,         i   j      i  x    j 

veyor.  aforesaid  the  survey  of  the  land  to  be  granted, 

shall  be  approbated  by  the  Surveyor  of  said  Company. 
Commissioners'       That  anv  three  of  the  Commissioners  resid- 

clerk  Empowered  to  ,*.-,,  n         ■       -,  j^  i.    ■  i 

issue  certiflcates,  ing  as  aforesaid,  be  authorized  to  ascertain  ana 
examine  how  many  whole  or  half  share  rights  of  the  six 
hundred  ordered  to  be  issued  on  the  13  of  July,  1783,  have  been 
issued,  and  that  such  number  as  have  not  been  issued  may  be 
issued,  under  the  direction  of  any  three  of  the  Committee  re- 
siding as  aforesaid,  by  the  Clerk  of  said  Commissioners,  and 
disposed  of  by  him  for  the  same  uses  and  purposes,  for  which 
said  Certificates  were  directed  to  he  disposed,  by  the  votes 
of  said  Comp"^. 

That   a  tract  ot    land   not  exceeding  four  towns  of  sixteen 
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Land  for  particular   thonsand  acres  each,  be  invested  iu   the  hands 
uses.  of  1  hive  ( 'onimissioners  residinj^  as  aforesaid  for 

the  use  and  benefit  of  said  Coinp^  ;  to  be  disposed  of  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  8aid  Coniniissioners. 

That  tlie  Commissioners  procure  a  Common  Seal  for  said 
Common  seal  to  be  Company,  to  be  kept  in  the  office  of  Said  Comp^ 
procured.  aud  that   everv  grant  of   land    made  after  the 

first  day  of  Jane  next,  be  sealed  with  the  Said  seal. 

That  all  the  authority  heretofore  vested  in  any  Commissions, 
Old  commissions  to  i-s  hereby  declared  to  Cease  and  determine  as 
tease.  toany  future  transactions,  andtheabove-named 

Commissioners  are  hereby  vested  with  the  same  ])ower  respect- 
ing any  matters  not  herein  particularly  specified. 

Resolved,  that   Col.  John   Fi-anklin    be    the 
Clerk  and  David  Paine  be  the  assistant   Clerk 


Clerk. 

of  this  CompJ^. 


Treasurer. 


That  Col.  John  Franklin  be  the  Treas.  of  this 
Comp-^. 

That  Col.  John  Franklin  and  Col.  John  Jenkins  be  agents  for 
Agents  and  their  this  Comp'^  toattend  On  any  actions  commenced, 
'*"''®*  or  which  shall  hereafter  be  commenced,  against 

any  per.son  or  persons  in  possession  of  any  of  the  lands  Claimed 
under  the  Susquehanna  Company  aforesaid,  AVherever  the  in- 
terests of  the  Company  are  Concerned. 

Surveyor  and  his  That  Col.  John  Jenkins  be  the  Surveyor  of 
'^"^'^  this  (^omp^,  and  his  duty  shall  be   to  Superin- 

tend all  Surveys  and  locations  that  shall  be  made  in  the  Susq"" 
purchase,  and  also  to  make  au  actual  Survey  or  otherwise  as- 
certain the  exact  boundaries  of  all  grants  heretofore  given  by 
or  under  said  Comp%  and  make  a  general  plan  of  said  pur- 
chase ;  and  the  said  surveyor  is  hereby  authorized  to  depute 
as  many  Surveyors  who  shall  be  deemed  and  accepted  as  de- 
puties, as  he  shall  deem  necessary. 
Agents   for  ascer        Resolved,  that    Col.  John  Jenkins,  Mr.   Sam' 

tainicsthe  Eastern    ^,        ,  -,  ^       ^   t-.i.   ,       -.r    xxi  i  j. 

bounds.  (jrordon  and  Capt.  Elisha  Matthewson,  be  agents 

in  behalf  of  this  Com  p^,  to  meet  such  agents  as  maybe  appointed 
by  the  Delaware  and  Lackawack  Companies,  to  ascertain  aud 
fix  the  Vioundaries  between  the  respective  purchases,  and  their 
ilecision  shall  be  final. 

Committee  for  set-  Resolved,  that  Col.  John  McKinstry,  Col. 
tlingaccount^.  Stephen     Hogeboom,   Gen.     Simon    Spalding, 

Elisha  Hyde,  Esq.,  and  Doctor  Elisha  Ely,  or  either  of  them, 
be  a,  Committee  to  Call  upon  and  Settle  with  any  former  Com- 
mittees and  Treasurer  of  said  Company,  and  report  a  State- 
ment of  the  amount  to  the  new  Treasurer  with  all  Convenient 
Speed. 
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Eight  Settlers  to  be       Resolved,  that  Eight  Settlers  be  on  each  Si.x- 
inatownsh.p.  ^een  thousand  Acres,  and  the  same  proportion 

for  any  less  quantity  herein  After  to  be  granted,  withhi  two 
years  from  the  issuing  of  the  grant. 

Meetings  when  to  Resolved,  that  on  the  application  of  twenty- 
be  warned.  f„i„.  proprietors  to  the  Clerk  of  Said  Company 
requesting  a  Meeting  of  said  Comp%  the  said  Clerk  shall  pub- 
lish Notification  of  the  time  and  place,  when  and  where  a  meet- 
ing shall  be  held,  which  notification  shall  be  published  at  least 
six  weeks  in  two  of  the  Newspapers  of  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  one  newspaper  in  each  of  the  States  of  Rhode  Island, 
New  York,  Pennsylvania  and  Massachusetts,  which  Shall  he 
deemed  a  legal  notice. 

Resolved,  that  the  three  Commissioners  residing  as  aforesaid. 
Respecting  old  ^**^  authorized  to  make  such  arrangements  rel- 
^*°'*  ative    to    grants     heretofore    given,  where    a 

greater  number  of  Certificates  have  been  filed  for  obtaining 
said  grants  than  are  at  present  required,  as  the  said  Commis- 
sioners shall  deem  Expedient. 

Taxes.  Resolved,  that  the  taxes  on  each  share  be  paid 

to  the  Treasurer  or  Commissioners  previous  to 
the  issuing  of  any  grant  on  said  share. 

powe™t°o°lppoi"-t  R^sc)lved.  that  in  Case  of  death,  inability  or 
officers.  absence   of  any  of   the    officers,    hereinbefore 

mentioned,  any  three  of  the  Commissioners  residing  as  afore- 
.said,  be  authorized  to  appoint  such  officers  for  the  time  being, 
until  the  meeting,  in  his  stead. 

Adjonmed  Resolved,  that   this    meeting    be    adjourned 

until  the  first  Monday  in  June,  179G,  then  to 
meet  at  the  house  of  Mr.  James  Irwin,  in  the  town  of  Athens, 
on  Tioga  Point  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 

Elisha  Hyde,  Moderator. 
Attest,  David  Paine,  Clerk  of  the  meeting. 
The  foregoing  proceedings,  resolves,  &c.,  beginning  at  page 
399  of  this  Book  and  Continuing  to  this  page  are  truly  recorded. 

Teste,  David  Paine,  Assist.  Clerk. 


susqa  Company       On  Mondav  the  6'''  of  June,  179G.  at  10  o'clock 

Kecords.    Lilber   E, 

p-  222.  A.  M.  The  proprietors  of  the  Susq"  Comp^  met 

at  the  house  of  James  Irwin  on  Tioga  Point,  agreealjle  to  ad- 
journment, and  having  elected  Elisha  Pitkin,  Moderator,  and 
heard  read  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  of  the  last  meeting, 
adjourned  until  Thursday  next,  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Elisha 
Matthewson,  in  this  town,  at  9  o'clock  A.   M. 
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On  Thursday  at  9  o'clock  A.  M.  the  meeting  opened  and 
passed  the  following  Resolution,  to  wit  : 

Resolved,  that  Chester  Bingham  of  Ulster,  County  of  TiU- 
zerne,  Commonwealth  of  Penn",  be  an  acting  Commissioner 
in  the  rooHi  of  Zebulon  Butler,  late  deceased. 

That  the  resolve  passed  the  IB'""  of  February,  1795,  empower- 
ing the  Commissioners  io  lili  up  townships  agreeable  to  the 
former  resolurions  of  the  Susq*  Comp-^  with  twenty-five  propri- 
etors rights  be  suspended,  until  the  rising  of  the  next  ad- 
journed meeting  of  this  Comp-. 

That  the  resolutions  of  February,  1795,  do  not  Exclude  pro- 
I)rietors  from  bringing  forward  their  Shares  or  proprietors' 
rights  for  location  whose  shares  were  previously  entered  in  the 
Records  of  said  Comp^. 

That  the  powers  of  the  Commissioners  respectingthe  appoint- 
ment of  oflBcers  be  Continued  until  the  next  adjourned  meet- 
ing. 

Resolved,  that  this  meeting  be  adjourned  until  the  Second 
Tuesday  in  September  next,  then  to  meet  at  the  house  of 
Elisha  Matthewson  on  Tioga  Point,  at  9  o'clock  A.  M. 

Elisha  Pitkin,   Moderator. 
David  Paine,  Clerk. 

The  foregoing  Resolves  are  truly  recorded 

Attest,  David  Paine,  Clerk. 


s-jsqa     compy"8.        On  Tuesday  the  IS'*"  of  September,  179G,  at  9 

ItecordB.  Liber  E,        ,    ,       ■,       .       -.'r       ^,  ■  r     j.i^        ^^        ^ 

i'a..'e390.  o  clock  A.    M. ,  the    proprietors    of    the    busq* 

Compy  met  at  the  house  of  Elisha  Matthewson  on  Tioga  Point 

agreeable  to  adjournment,  and  Elected  Simon  Spalding,  Esq. , 

Moderator,  read  the  proceedings  and  resolutions  of   the   last 

meeting  and 

Voted,  that  Col.  John  Franklin,  Col.  Matthew  Scott,  Col. 
John  Jenkins,  Gen.  Simon  Spalding  and  Isaac  Tripp,  Esq.,  be 
a  Committee  to  prepare  and  make  report  of  the  business  nec- 
essary to  be  done  at  this  meeting. 

Adjourned  until  9  o'clock  to-morro\s  morning. 


Wednesday,  9  o'clock  A.  M. 

Committee  reported  and  the  following  resolves  were  passed. 

Resolved,  that  this  Comp^  will  in  every  legal  and  Constitu- 
tional way,  support  their  Claim  and  title  to  the  lands  included 
in  their  purchase  made  of  the  Natives  the  11""  of  July,  1754. 

That  the  Treasurer  of    this  Comp''  be,  and  he  is  hereby  au- 
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thorized  and  directed  to  take  such  legal  measures  as  he  shall 
judge  most  Expedient,  to  Collect  all  moneys  due  by  bonds, 
notes,  or  otherwise  for  arrearages  of  taxes  heretofore  granted 
by  this  Comp-''  for  the  rights  henstofore  sold  for  the  use  of  said 
Company. 

Tnat  four  townships,  five  miles  square  each,  in  addition  to 
the  four  townships  voted  in  the  hands  of  theC'ommissioners  by 
this  CompJ"  at  their  meeting  held  the  18^''  of  February,  1795,  be 
vested  in  any  three  o£  the  Commissioners  residing  on  the  Susq" 
purchase,  to  be  disposed  of  by  them,  if  they  judge  Expedient, 
and  the  money  arising  therefrom  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury, 
to  be  appropriated  in  defending  the  Claim  of  this  Company  to 
the  lands  aforesaid. 

And  whereas,  at  the  meeting  of  this  Compy  aforesaid,  the 
Commissioners  were  authorized  to  dispose  of  the  residue  of  the 
GOO  rights  ordered  to  be  vested  in  the  Said  Commi.ssioners  at  a 
meeting  of  this  Compy  at  Hartford,  July  13,  1785;  and  it  ap- 
pears that  said  rights  have  not  been  disposed  of,  it  is  now 

Resolved,  that  the  Treasurer  of  this  Comp^  be  authorized  to 
dispose  of  said  rights  agreeable  to  the  former  votes,  or  So  many 
of  them,  as  the  Commissioners  shall  judge  necessary,  the 
jnonies  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  this  Comp^  the  Commis- 
sioners and  Treasurer  to  account  with  the  Company. 

That  no  forfeiture  of  any  township  shall  take  place,  which 
towns  have  been  filled  up  with  the  rights  agreeable  to  the  rules 
of  this  Comp%  and  have  been  legally  granted  since  the  18""  of 
February,  1798,  on  account  of  Such  township  not  being  settled, 
agreeable  to  tbe  former  Resolves  of  this  Company. 

That  all  grants  of  lands  in  the  purchase  aforesaid,  issued  after 
this  meeting,  shall  be  recorded  before  they  shall  be  Considered 
as  valid  to  the  grants,  and  all  grants  heretofore  issued  which 
have  not  been  recorded,  shall  be  entered  on  the  Records  of  this 
Company  by  the  1"  day  of  May,  1797 ;  or  otherwise  the  Same 
lands  may  be  taken  up  by  other  proprietors. 

That  in  case  of  death,  absence,  resignation,  inability,  or  re- 
fusal to  serve,  of  the  Clerk,  Treasurer,  Surveyor,  or  any  other 
officer  of  this  Cora p>,  any  three  of  the  Commissioners  aforesaid 
are  authorized  and  empowered  to  fill  such  vacancies,  or  to  ap- 
point an  assistant  Clerk  if  necessary,  until  the  next  Meeting  of 
this  Company. 

That  the  resolution  of  this  Company  of  the  18"'  of  February, 
1795,  requiring  the  claims  of  the  proprietors  to  be  Exhibited  by 
the  V-  day  of  March.  1796,  be  extended  to  the  P'  dav  of  October, 
1797. 
Adjourned  without  day. 

[The  records  of  this  meeting  not  signed  or  attested.] 
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Minutes  of  two  meetings  of  the  ^usq"  C./npan.)/  held  at 
Athens,  Biadjvrd  County,  Pennsylvania. 

Proceedings  and  regulations  of  the  Susq^  Couip^  at  their 
meeting  held  at  Athens  the  20'"  of  Oct.,  1801. 


Susquehanna  Compa ny. 

The   proprietors    of   the   Connecticut    Suscj' 

Conip*  are  notified  tiiat  a  meeting  of  said  jaro- 

prietors  wiM  be  held  at  the  dwelling  house  of  Stepnen  Tuttle, 

Junr. ,  in  Athens,  on  Tioga  Point,  on  Tuesday,  the  20'"  day  of 

October  next,  at of  the  clock  A.  M. ,  of  the   same  day,  on 

business  of  importance  to  the  Company.     Dated  at  Athens  the 

day  of  Aug.,  1801. 

John  Franklin,  Clerk. 

The  proprietors  of  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode-Island, 
Connecticut  and  New  York,  are  requested  to  publish  the  above 
for  the  benefit  of  their  Customers. 

Agreeably  to  the  foregoing  Notification,  a  number  of  the  pro- 
prietors met  at  the  time  and  place  above  Specified. 

Sam'  Gray,  Esq.,  Chosen  Moderator.    John  Franklin,  Clerk.^ 

Notice  havingbeen  given  thatthe  meeting  would  beadjourned 
to  accommodate  the  proprietors  in  Luzerne,  Accordingly  ad- 
journed until  Thursday  the  23"^  instant  at  10  o  clock  A.  M.,  to 
meet  at  the  Same  place. 


Thursday,  October  22''.  Met  pursuant  to  adjournment,  and 
resolved  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  arrange  and  pre- 
pare business  necessary  to  be  acted  upon,  and  make  report  at 
this  meeting. 

Messrs.  Sam'  Avery,  Benj.  Bostwick,  John  Franklin,  John 
Jenkins,  Daniel  Brown,  Job  Turrell,  Ezekial  Hyde,  Ebenezer 
Beeman,  John  Spalding,  Samuel  Baldwin  and  Joseph  Kings- 
bury were  accordingly  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Adjourned  until  tomorrow  at  2  oclock  P.  M.,  Friday,  Octo- 
ber 23*. 


The  Company  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  The  Commit- 
tee appointed  yesterday  made  report,  which  was  read,  when 
the  following   resolutions  were  agreed   to  and  passed,  to  wit  : 

This  meeting  taking  into  Consideration  the  situation  of  their 
Clai?ii.  the  large  Sums  of  Money  Expended  in  purchasing  the 
right  of  Soil,  Settling  and  defending  the  same,  do 
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Resolve,  that  although  the  Court  Constituted  in  Conformit\ 
to  the  Confederation  of   the  United  States,  to  determine  the 
right  of  jurisdiction  between  the  States  of  Penn''  and  Connec- 
ticut, did  pass  a  decree  in  favor  of  Penn*  respecting  the   juris- 
diction, &c. ,  so  far  as  respected  the  Controversy  tlien  subsist- 
ing between  the  Contending  States;  yet  the  authority  of  that 
Court  did  not- Extend  to  decide  the  private  property  in  the  Soil, 
and  that  the  Committee  who  Composed  the  Court  were  unani- 
mously of  opinion,  that  the  decision  was  not  to  reacli  the  ques- 
tion of  property  in  the  Soil ;  "That  the  right  of  soil  as  Claimed 
under    Connecticut    should    be   held   Sacred ;"'  athough    this 
Comp'^  have  full  faith  and  Confidence  in  the  justice  and  equity 
of  their  Claim,  that  their  title  to  these  lands  was  first  derived 
from  a  Source  tliat  never  ought  to  have  been  questioned,  and 
that  the  same  has  been  defended  through  a  long  and  CruelWar, 
at  a  vast  Expense  of  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  inhabitants  ; 
yet  this   meeting,  taking  into  their  serious  Consideration  the 
necessity  of  living  in  friendship,  and  harmony,  and  peace,  with 
the    Citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  particularly  with  the 
Citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn";  of  which  the  Settlers 
under  the  Connecticut  title  are  a  part ;  and  whereas  many  of 
our  fellow  Citizens  Claim  the  same  land  under  a  different  title, 
adverse  from  the  Claim  of  this  Comp%  and  their  Settlers,  that 
in   Consequence  of  those  Contested  Claims,  Controversy  lias 
many  years   subsisted,  which  has  not  only  occasioned  a  pecu- 
niary loss  but  the  shedding  of  blood  ;  that  having  an  ardent 
desire  to  put  end  to  a  Controversy  of  so  long  duration,  to  j)re- 
vent  litigation,  and  to  Cultivate  peace  and  harmony  with  our 
fellow  Citizens,  are  disposed  to  meet  our  adverse  Claimants, and 
to  endeavor  to  bring  into  Effect  a  reconciliation  of  the  Con- 
troversy, by  an  amicable  Compromise,  and  it  having  been  Ex- 
pressed  to  this   meeting  that  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants  on 
their   part,  are   disposed   to  offer  and  effect  a  settlement  by 
Comjiromise — therefore, 

Resolved,  thatfive  be  appointed  a  Committee  and  empowered 
(any  three  of  whom  to  l)e  a  quorum)  to  treat  with  Committees 
or  agents  that  now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be  appointed,  and 
pr'T'perly  authorized  by  and  in  behalf  of  the  Penn^land  Claim- 
ants, and  to  receive  and  make  propositions  in  behalf  of  this 
Comp'',  to  reconcile  the  Controversy  between  the  Contendinf' 
parties,  respecting  the  Contested  Claim,  hy  an  amicable  Com- 
])romise. 

Resolved,  that  Messrs.  John  Franklin,  Sam'  Avery,  John 
Jenkins,  Ezekiel  Hyde,  and  Sam'  Baldwin  be  and  they  ar.^ 
hereby  appointed  a  Committee  in  behalf  of  this  Conip-\  to 
Carry  the  foregoing  resolves  into  Execution. 
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Resolved,  that  Messrs.  Joseph  Kenney,  Benj.  Bostwick,  Dan' 
Brown,  Noali  Murray,  Joseph  Kingsbury,  EHsha  teatlerlee, 
John  Pierce,  Et>enezer  Beenum  and  Jolm  Spalding,  be  and 
they  are  hereby  appointed  a  standing  Committee  of  this  Com- 
pany (a  majority  of  whom  to  be  a  quorum  )  to  Exercise  all  Such 
powers  as  may  be  delegated  to  them  by  this  or  any  other  fur- 
ther meeting  of  this  Comp"^,  and  particularly  to  draft  and  give 
instructions  to  the  aforesaid  Committee,  relative  to  a  Com- 
promise with  the  adverse  Claimants,  the  Committee  to  have 
l)articular  regard  to  the  interest  of  the  proprietors  and  settlers 
under  this  Company. 

Resolved,  that  in  Case  the  Committee  aforesaid  sliould  be 
unsuccessfid  in  an  attempt  to  effect  a  Compromi.se,  this  Corap> 
hereby  pledge  their  faith  to  each  other  their  interest  in  propor- 
tion to  the  property  they  Claim  in  said  lands,  if  necessary,  they 
will  unite,  and  by  all  legal  means  to  the  utmost  of  their 
I)ower,  will  maintain.  Support,  and  defend  their  Claim  and 
right  of  soil  to  the  land  and  possession  lying  within  the  limits 
of  their  purchase  made  of  the  Indian  natives,  and  ratified  and 
approved  by  the  Legislature  of  Connecticut,  antecedent  to 
the  settlement  of  the  jurisdiction  between  that  State  and  the 
Commonwealth  of  Penn%  and  that  they  will  aid,  assist,  and 
defend  the  settlers  on  said  Jand,  holding  and  possessing  the 
same  under  the  aforesaid  title,  derived  from  Connecticut, 
against  the  adverse  Claimants  in  all  Cases  where  the  title  of 
lands  claimed  under  grants  of  different  States  is  Concerned  or 
Called  in  question,  and  that  the  agents  of  this  Comp^^,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  powers  and  authority  heretofore  given  them,  be 
and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  (if  they  deem 
it  expedient)  to  apply  to  Congress  in  behalf  of  the  proprietors 
and  Settlers,  for  such  redress  as  may  be  Conducive  to  the  gen- 
eral interest  of  this  Comp'',  and  which  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  we  may  be  entitled  to,  and  the  ('ommittee 
of  this  Company,  be  and  they  are  hereby  empowered  (if  they 
judge  it  necessary)  to  appoint  and  empower  a  special  agent  to 
attend  Congress  in  behalf  of  this  Comp',  and  to  do  and  per- 
form all  things  proper  and  lawful  for  an  agent  to  do  to  obtain 
redress. 


Meeting  of  Connecticut  Claimants  at  Wyalusing. 


At  a  meetiutr  of  delegates  from  a  number  of  townships  in  the 
County  of  Ijuzerne,  holden  at  tlie  house  of  Peter  Stevens,  in 
Springfield,  May  22,  1801,  to  Consult  and  advise  on  the  most 
safe,  prudent,  legal  and    Constitutional    method    of    defense 
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against  any  suits  that  are  now  pending,  or  may  hereafter  be 
brought  against  any  settler,  or  settlers,  under  the  Connecticut 
title. 

Daniel  Kinne  was  Chosen  Chairman,  Sam'  Baldwin,  Clerk. 

Wliereas,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides 
that  the  Judicial  authority  shall  extend  to  Controversies  be- 
tween Citizens  of  the  Same  State,  Claiming  lands  under  grants 
from  different  States. 

And  whereas,  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  it  is  provided, 
that  in  actions  Commenced  in  a  State  Court,  tlie  title  of  land 
being  Concerned,  and  the  parties  are  Citizens  of  the  same 
State,  and  the  matter  in  dispute  exceeds  the  sum  of  Five  hun- 
dred dollars,  &c. ,  if  Either  party  before  the  trial  shall  state  to 
the  Court  and  make  affidavit  (if  the  Court  requests)  that  he 
Claims  and  shall  rely  upon  a  right  or  title  to  the  lands  under 
grant,  from  a  state  other  than  that  in  which  the  trial  is  pend- 
ing, &;c. ,  and  shall  move  that  the  adverse  party  shall  inform 
the  Court,  whether  he  ciaime  a  right  or  title  to  the  land  under 
a  grant  fiom  the  state  in  which  the  suit  is  pending,  the  said 
adverse  party  shall  give  such  information,  or  be  debarred  from 
pleading  such  grant,  or  giving  it  in  evidence  upon  the  trial, 
and  if  he  inform.     *    *     ^ 
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[Thp  foilowing  important  donunent,  written,  it  is  stated, 
mainly  by  Rev.  William  Smith,  D.  D. ,  Provost  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvaniii  in  1774.  It  so  admirably  refutes  the 
claim  of  Connecticut  and  withal  is  so  important  a  paper  in  the 
Wyoming  controversy,  that  we  here  give  it  in  full.] 


ri26") 


Q 


AN    EXAMINATION    OF  THE   CONNECTICUT 
CLAIM  TO  LANDS  IN  PENNSYLVANIA. 

The  Notion  of  extending  the  Claim  of  the  Colony  of  Connecti- 
cut to  ]>ands  Westward  as  far  as  the  South  Sea,  t))ereJ)y  in- 
cluding a  considerable  Part  of  the  Royal  Grant  of  Pennsylva- 
nia made  to  WlliLlAM  Penn,  Esq;  as  well  as  of  the  western 
Crown  Lands  yet  ungranted,  seems  to  have  been  first  started 
about  twenty  Years  ago,  by  a  certain  Schemer;  and  has  since 
generally  treated  as  the  wild  Chimera  of  a  visionary  Brain. 
In  this  Light  it  would  deserve  still  to  be  considered,  if  it  was 
not  render 'd  more  serious  by  a  late  Resolve  of  the  Connecticut 
Assembly  to  support  that  Claim— a  Resolve  which,  after  long 
declining  to  interfere  in  the  Matter,  seems  at  last  to  have  been 
obtained  from  them  with  much  Difficulty,  in  the  Strength  of 
some  late  Jidw-Opinions  from  England. 

It  is  porposed  therefore,  in  the  following  Sheets,  without 
calling  in  Question  the  great  and  acknowieged  y\l)ilitifr's  of  the 
Gentlemen  who  have  signed  those  Opinions,  to  examine  the 
State  of  the  Case  laid  before  them.  Previous  to  which  it  will 
be  proper. 

1st.  To  take  some  Notice  of  the  different  American  Grants, 
and  particularly  those  of  New  England. 

'2dly.  To  enquire  under  what  Circumstances  the  Settlement 
of  Connecticut  was  made,  and  its  present  Charter  obtained. 

3dly.  What  is  the  true  Construction  of  the  Charter  Limits  of 
that  Colony,  what  has  been  their  own  Construction  of  them, 
and  the  Construction  made  by  the  Crown,  as  well  as  by  their 
neighbouring  Colonies,  for  more  than  a  Hundred  Years? 

Some  incidental  Remarks  will  be  interspersed,  and  on  the 
whole  it  will  be  submitted  whether  their  Charter  at  first  could, 
and  much  less  after  the  Acquiescence  of  near  u  whole  Century, 
it  now  can.  be  extended  in  the  Sense  they  claim,  thereby  vacat  - 
ing  other  intermediate  Crown  Grants,  and  numerous  Settle- 
ments of  Boundaries  since  made  by  the  Royal  Authority?  And 
lastly,  whether  on  this  full  and  true  State  <^f  the  Case,  those 
learned  Gentlemen  in  England  Avould  have  given  the  same 
Opinions,  or  indeed  any  Sanction  to  the  Connecticut  Assembly 
for  voting  their  Support  to  a  Set  of  Men,  who,  in  a  lawless  and 

(127) 
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)>()stile  Manner,  have  invaded  this  Province,  and  disposseissed 
many  of  its  peareable  Inliahitantss,  settled  at  least  a  hundred 
Miles  within  its  known  Bounds? 


Section  1. 

The  Crown  of  Enijland  acquired  a  Title  to  North  America 
Hackhiyt.    ]< .   (77    ijy  Discoverv  ;  and  the  first  Grant  was  Letters- 

tol.    Edit,     printed         "  "  i     .      i      ■,  ..^t 

ini5b>.i  l^atent  by  (^ueen   Elizabeth   dated    June    11th, 

1578,  to  Sir   Humphry  CTill)ert,   Knt.   "for  the  inhabiting   and 
•planting  of  our   People   in   America."     The    next  was  to  Sir 
Walter  Raleigh  half  Brother  to  Sir  Humphrey, 
Ibid.  p.  .20.  Marcli  2.5th.  1584,  entitled  "Letters-Patents  by 

"C^ueen's  Majesty  to  Mr.  Walter  Raleigh,  now  Knight,  for  the 
"discovering   and    planting   of  new  Lands  and    Countries,  to 
"continue  the  Space  and  Time  of  six  Years,  and  .  o  more." 
Other  Grants  followed,  but  they  seem  all  to  have  been  con- 

Patent  for  South  .sidered  as  void  bv  James  I.  who  on  the  10th  of 
and  North  Virginia,  ^' -,  ^  io    i        ■  x 

iwx;.  April,  100b,  erected  two  several  Colonies,  grant- 

ing to  Sir  Thomas  Gates  and  others,  by  the  Name  of  the  1st 
Colony,  Leave  to  plant  any  where  between  34°  and  41°,  in 
North-America,  then  generally  called  Virginia;  and  2dly,  to 
Thomas  Hanham,  Esq;  and  others,  by  the  Name  of  the  2d 
Colony,  the  like  Leave  to  plant  any  where  between  38°  and  45° 
North  Tjatitude.  Each  of  these  Colonies  were  to  be  limited  to 
one  hundred  Miles  Square,  viz.  fifty  Miles  on  each  Side  of  their 
first  Plantation  along  the  Sea  Coast,  and  one  hundred  Miles 
back  into  the  Country,  "  directly  over  against  the  Sea  Coast.  " 
"Such  of  the  said  Colonies  as  should  last  plant  themselves, 
"was  not  to  come  within  one  hundred  Miles  of  the  Colony  that 
•should  first  plant,  nor  might  plant  on  the  back  of  them 
"without  express  Licence." 
2d   South   virKinia       Mav  23d,  1609,  King  James  gave  a  2d  Charter, 

Patent.     Maj-    23d,        ,,'       _       ,A.i  oi        xi      tt-       ••       r^ 

um.  to  the  first   Colony,  or  South    Virginia   Com- 

pany, with  400  *  Miles  of  Sea  Coast  ;  which  he  further  confirms 
Mar.  ]2ih  1612.  3d  ^Y  '*•  third  Charter,  March  12th,  1611-12,  grant- 
I'atent.  ing    them  further    all    the    Islands  within   300 

Leagues  of  their  Sea  Coasts,  which  are  described  to  lie  "  within 
"and  between  the  41st  and  30th  Deg.  of  North  Lat."  extending 
0°  still  farther  South,  but  always  including  the  41st  Degree, 
l^oth  these  Charters  are  with  this  Pro\iso,  that  "the  said  Is- 
From  the  public   " lands  Or  an V  of  the  Premises,  were not  act ually 

Uecordsof  Virginia.  ,".,,.,,  xi         /-ii_    •   ._• 

SMiTu  sHist.  ••possessed  or  inhabited  by  any  other  Christian 

*This  would  have  been  nearly  six  Degrees  of  Latitude,  if  the  Coast 
had  been  directly  North  and  South. 
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"Prince  or  State,  nor  within  tlie  Jsorthern  Colony  heretofore 
"by  us  granted  to  be  planted  by  divers  of  our  loving  [Subjects 
"in  North  Virginia'"— These  Gi'ants  were  also  to  extend  "up 
'•into  the  Land  throughout  from  Sea  to  Sea,  West  ami  North- 
West  ;"  and  under  them  South  Virginia,  (now  Virginia  proper) 
Col.  Beverley's  ^'^'^  Settled  and  governed  till  1620,  when  the 
Hist.  ofVirg.  Company   was     dissolveu,    and     the     Country 

erected  into  a  Royal  Grovernment. 

The  North  Virginia  Company  had  no  new  or  distinct  Grant 
from  160G  till  1630,  nor  made  any  Attempt  to  settle,  except  a 
very  feeble  one  at  Sagahedoc  in  IGOT,  which  was  deserted  the 
following  Spring  all  who  survived  the  Winter  having  returned 
to  England.  Even  as  late  as  1618,  when  South  Virginia  began 
to  make  some  Figure,  Captain  Argal  its  (Tovernor,  coming  on 
a  Cruize  to  the  Coast  of  North  Virginia,  now 
New-England,  found  a  French  Settlement  and 
Fort  a  little  North  of  Cape  Cod,  and  near  the  very  Place  where 
the  first  Settlers  of  New-England  landed  and  began  their  Col- 
ony two  Years  afterwards.  Captain  Argal  destroyed  this  Fort, 
broke  up  the  French  Settlement  and  obliged  them  to  surren- 
der their  Charter. 

Indeed  the  planting  Colonies  seems  not,  for  a  long  Time,  to 
have  been  even  in  Contemplation  among  the  North  V'irginia 
(yompany,  but  the  only  Establishment  of  little  Factories,  like 
t'hose  of  other  trading  Companies,  for  Traffic  with  the  Indians 
and  managing  Fisheries  on  the  Coast.  This 
was  long  since  observed  by  Richard  Blome, 
who  in  1687  published,  and  dedicated  to  King  James  lid  an 
account  of  the  English  Territories  in  America.  No  greater 
Improvement,  says  he,  speaking  of  the  North  Virginia  Grant, 
"',,as  made  of  those  grand  Portions  of  Land,  than  the  erecting 
"a  few  Cottages  for  Fishermen. "  And  a  judicious  Historian  of 
our  own  time  observes,  that  if  "Religion  had  not  become  at 
"last  the  Inducement,  it  is  doubtful  whether  Britain  would 
"have  had  any  Colonies  in  America  at  this  Day.  One  hundred 
"and  twenty  IT  ears  liad  passed  since  the  Discovery  of  this 
"northern  Continent  by  the  Cabots,  "without  any  English  Col- 
"on\  being  planted  there,  except  that  of  Soutli  Virginia, 
"which  was  then  in  its  Infancy,  struggling  for  Life." 

It  was  not  till  August,  1620,  that  the  first  real  Planters  of 
New  England  embark'd  from  Old  England,  consisting  only  of 
Part  of  a  single  Congregation.  Their  original  Purpose  was  to 
settle  near  Hudson's  River,  which  they  rightly  considered  (if 
it  had  not  been  for  the  Pre-cccupancy  of  the  Dutch)  as  within 
the  Grant  to  the  South  Virginia  Company  ;  from  whom  they 
accordingly  procured  some  Right  of  Settlement.  They  did 
9— Vol.  XVIII. 
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not  however  proceed  to  Hudson's  River,  their  Pilot, it  is  said, 

being   bribed  by  the  Dutch  to  carry  them  farther  North  ;  but 

it  is  as  proV^able  that,  in  tlieir  weak  State,  tliey  did  not  even 

wish   to  be  set  ashore  in  a  Part  of  the  Country,  where   they 

would,  on  their  lirs>t  Landing,  have  to  contend  with  a  Powei' 

already  in  actual  Possession. 

Tliis  Emigration  revived  the  Project  of  settling  their  Part  of 

America  among  the  North  Virginia  Company,  who  accordingly 

ir.io     Patent  to  rrot  a  new  Patent  dated  November  3d,  1(320,  i  li- 

the council  of  '^  -^T  i.      ,        ^ 

Plymouth.  corporating  them  by  the  Name  of  the  Council 

established  at  Plymouth,  &c.  "for  the  planting,  &c.  New- Eng- 
land in  America"— This  Council,  as  the  Name  implies,  was 
rather  a  Board  of  Trustees,  for  parcelling  out  Lands  to  the 
King's  Subjects,  (which  they  were  authorized  and  commanded 
to  do)  than  real  Proprietors  of  the  Soil  themselves. — And  altho' 
they  might  transfer  Lands  within  their  Grant,  they  could  not 
*  transfer  the  Power  of  Government  to  any,  nor  constitute  any 
subordinate  Corporation. 

As  the  Patent  to  the  Council  of  Plymouth  is  the  Founda- 
tion of  other  New-England  Grants,  it  is  necessary  to  give  its  ex- 
press liimits,  viz.  : 

"All  that  Part  of  America  lying,  and  being  in  Breadth,  from 
"40"^  North  Lat.  to  48°  inclusively  ;  and  in  Jjength  of  and  within 
"all  the  Breadth  aforesaid,  throughout  the  main  Lands  from 
"Sea  to  Sea,  provided  any  of  the  Premises  were  not  then  ac- 
"tually  possessed,  or  inhabited,  by  any  Christian  Prince  or  State  ; 
"nor  lay  within  the  Bounds,  Limits,  or  Territories  of  that 
"tSouthern  Colony  heretofore  by  us  granted." 

But  the  Dutch  had  then,  and  long  before,  actually  possessed 
Hudson's  River,  and  were  now  extending  their  Trade  and  Set- 
tlements as  far  East  and  North  as  Connecticut  River;  so  that 
nothing  could  pass,  by  this  Patent,  West  of  that  River,  as  has 
been  urged  in  the  Contest  between  New-York  and  New-Eng- 
land Colonies,  and  Determinations  of  Boundaries  made  on 
that  Distinction.  And  if  the  }*reoccupancy  of  the  Dutch  had 
not  limited  this  Patent,  the  prior  Grant  to  the  Southern  Col- 
ony, then  in  full  Force,  included  the  40th  and  41st  Degrees  ;  so 
that  nothing  of  the  Southward  of  the  Beginning  of  the  42d  De- 
gree could  pass  by  it,  unless,  that  in  Virtue  of  the  Patent  of 
160(5,  which  gave  fifty  Miles  on  the  Sea  on  each  Side  of  the  first 
Settlement,  the  North- Virginia  Company  had  made  some 
Plantation  on  the  Sea  Coast,  within  less  than  fifty  Miles 
North  of  the  Completion  of  the  41st  Degre3,  that  is  somewhere 
South  of  41°  44^     But  this  is  not  pretended;  the  Attempt  at 

*This  was  admitted  before  the  King  in  Council  100  Years  ago.  See 
Sir  William  Jones's  State  of  the  New  Hampshire  Dispute  and  Opinion 
in  Hutchinson's  History. 
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Sagahedoc,  if  that  could  be  called  a  Settlement,  bein<j  far 
North  ot  this. 

The  first  Grant  by  the  Council  of  Plymouth  was  that  of  Mas- 
sachusets  Bay  to  Sir  Henry  Roswel  and  others.  March  19,  1G37  : 
the  Limits  of  which  are  material,  as  bounding  one  Side  of  the 
subsequent  Connecticut  Charter,  viz. 
First  Bounds  of  the       "  All  that  Part  of  New-England   in   America 

Massacbuseta     Cul-        ,  ,       ,,.  ^^      ^      -nt  i 

ony.  "between    a    great    Kiver    called    JVlonoiiiack. 

"alias  Merimack,  and  a  certain  other  River,  there  called 
"Charles  River,  being  in  the  Bottom  of  a  Bay  called  Massa- 
"chusets;  with  all,  and  singular,  the  Lands,  &c.  lying  within 
"three  English  Miles  oa  the  South  Part  of  the  said  Charlr-s 
"River,  or  of  any  and  every  Part  thereof-  and  all,  and  singu- 
"lar,  the  Lands,  itc.  lying  within  three  English  Miles  to  the 
"Noi-thward  of  the  said  River  called  Merrimack,  or  to  the 
"Northward  of  all  and  every  Part  thei'eof ;  and  all  Lands,  &c. 
"lying  within  the  Limits  aforesaid.  North  and  South  in  Lati- 
"tude,  and  in  Breadth,  and  in  Longitude  of  and  within  all  the 
"Breadth  aforesaid,  throughout  the  main  Lands  there,  from 
'•  the  Atlantic  and  Western  Sea  and  Ocean  on  the  East  Part , 
"to  the  South  Sea  on  the  West  Part." 

But  as  the  Council  of  Plymouth  could  not  constitute  the  said 
Sir  Henry  Roswel  and  his  Associates  a  Body  Corporate,  nor 
convey  to  them  the  Powers  of  Government,  they  obtained  from 
Charles  I,  a  Royal  Patent  dated  March  4th,  1628,  for  the  Pur- 
poses aforesaid,  as  well  as  for  the  Confirmation  of  their  Right 
in  the  Soil.  This  Patent  is  bounded  and  limited  exactly  as 
above,  with  the  like  Proviso  as  in  the  Patent  to  the  Council  of 
Plymouth  itself;  viz.  of  the  Land  or  any  Part  thereof  "not 
"being  actually  possessed  by  any  other  Christian  Prince  or 
"  State. " 

The  first  Design  of  these  Grants  was,  as  hath 
Hutchinson.  ^^^^  hinted,  only  to  constitute  Trading  Com- 

panies, like  that  to  the  East-Indies.  But,  considerable  Set- 
tlements being  soon  made  within  the  Massachusetts  Grant,  it 
was  resolved  to  transfer  the  Patent  and  Government  to  New- 
England,  How  far  this  was  a  legal  Measure,  need  not  now  be 
enquired.     It  was  certainly  an  useful  one. 

We  come  next  to  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  with  which  we 
are  more  immediately  concerned.  The  first  Grant  made  of 
any  Part  of  this  District  is  said  to  have  been  to  the  Earl  of 
Warwick,  but  from  whom  is  not  certain.  Hutchinson,  Vol.  I. 
p.  64.  in  the  Note,  says  only  in  general,  that  "he  had  obtained 
"a  Grant  of  the  Sea-Coast,  from  Narraganset  River  to  the 
"South- West,  forty  Leagues^,  to  keep  the  Breadth  to  the  South- 
"Sea;"  but  does  not  say  from  whom  tlie  Grant  was  obtained. 
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Jiowever,  in  Vol.  11.  p.  20;J,  he  adds,  that  it  •"  was  obtained  from 
•■  the  Couucil  of  Piyiiiouth  in  KJiJO."  JS'eale  says,  lie  ol)taine(l 
"if  about  the  Year  KWO  from  Charles  1." — Probably  borh  may 
be  right.  The  Council  of  i^lymouth  may  have  granted,  and 
the  Crown  confirmed,  as  in  the  Case  of  Sir  Henry  Roswels 
(jrant  ;  l)ut  neither  of  those  Grants  to  Lord  Warwick  are  to  be 
found  in  America,  nor  could  they  long  since  be  found  in  Eng- 
hmd  ;  liiough  some  say  the  latter  of  theni,  viz.  that  from  the 
('rown  is  to  be  found  inroiied  in  the  Petty  Bag  Office  in  Kng- 
iand.  Others  still  think  tliat  Lord  Warwick,  who  conveyed 
his  Right  tf)  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  Lord  Brook,  Pyin,  *  Hampden 
and  others,  March  U»,  1031,  acted  only  as  President,  or  one  of 
the  Members,  (jf  the  Conncil  of  Plymouth,  empowered  so  to 
df).  — But  no  Authority  or  Right,  of  this  or  any  other  Kind,  is 
set  fortii  in  the  Deed  itself,  bv  Lord  Warwick. 


Skction  il. 

Sir  Henry  Vane  the  younger,  and  John  Winthrop  Son  of  John 
Winthrop,  Esq  ;  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  were  the  first  wlio 
are  said  to  have  been  empowered  to  ))lant  under  tliis  Grant 
to  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  &c.  Sir  Henry  came  to  Boston  on  this 
Project  about  the  Year  1636;  but.  without  l)eginning  the  Ckni- 
iiecticut  Settlement,  soon  returned  to  England,  to  act  in  a 
tlifferent  Sphere.      t)thers  t  however  prosecuted  the  Design. 

The  first  Set  of  Adventurers,  who  went  out,  were  about  100  in 
Isumber.  with  Mr.  Hooker  at  their  Head.  They  push'd  West- 
ward till  they  came  to  Fresh-water  (now  Connecticut)  River; 
and    sat  down   at    Hartford,  where  the  Dutch  had  a  Trading- 


*  These  Men,  who  afterwards  became  so  famous  in  England  during 
the  Civil  Commotions,  it  seems  then  aspired  no  higher  than  for  a  Re- 
tirement in  America. 

f  The  most  desirable  Places  in  the  Massachusets  were  now  settled  ; 
and  what  would  be  strange  to  tell,  (if  any  of  the  Obliquities  of 
human  Nature  can  be  accounted  strange)  they  who  profess'd  to  have 
settled  a  Wilderness  for  Liberty  of  Conscience,  in  the  short  Space  of 
It)  Year-s,  forgetting  their  own  Principles,  refused  Liberty  to  others, 
and  began  to  fine,  banish,  and  disfranchise  those  who  dissented  from, 
or  questioned  any  of,  their  established  Modes  and  Doctrines.  Those 
wlio  thought  themselves  persecuted,  withdrew  chiefly  to  Rhode 
Island,  to  be  wholly  out  of  the  Massachusets  .lurisdiction.  Others 
who  oidy  wanted  Lands,  and  some  who  disliked  the  immediate  Scene 
of  those  religious  Confusions,  went  to  Connecticut  River,  about  Hart- 
ford, etc.  which  tliey  at  tirst  rather  believed  to  be  within,  than  with- 
out, the  Massachusets  Jurisdiction. 
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House,    called  Fort  (jond  Hope,  which  lia«l  been  erected  about 
'  lo  Years  before.       But  to  quiet  the  Dutcli,  it  Avas  agreed  that 
tliey  should  continue  their  Trade  there  as  well  among  the  Eng- 
lish as  the  Indians;  and  in  Return  the  Dutch  al- 

UutcbinHon.  ,     ,        i-.        ,-    ■ 

lowed  the  Lnglisli  to  trade  at  Manhadoes,  now- 
New- York.  AH  this  was  friendly  ;  and  the  Dutch  seemed  the  less 
alarmed, as  Connecticut  River  was  their  most  easterly  Sett  lenient 
and  generally  considered  as  the  Extent  of  New  Netlierlands  on 
t  ha  tC^uarter,  alt  hough  soinetimes  they  would  claim  as  far  as  (Jape 
(Jod.  Butthenext  Year,  viz.  1G37,  when  Mr.  Eaton  led  out  another 
Company  and  settled,  still  more  Westward  and  Southward,  at 
New-Haven,  the  Dutch  were  alarmed,  and  charged  the  English 
with  Encroachments,  claiming  (as  the  undoubted  Right  of  the 
States-fxeneral,  long  held  by  the  Name  of  New  Netherlands) 
all  the  Sea  Coast  from  Cape  Henlopen  on  the  West  Side  of  Del- 
aware Bay,  to  Connecticut  River,  aud  even  to  Cape  Cod  ;  and 
as  far  back  into  the  Country  as  could  be  discovered,  towards 
the  Heads  of  all  the  Rivers  that  emptied  into  the  Sea  within 
those  Limits. 

These  Disputes  continued  for  several  Years,  while  the  two 
new  Colonies  of  Hartford  and  New-Haven  kept  extending  their 
Settlements,  and  each  of  them  formed  themselves  into  a  Kind 
of  voluntary  Association  for  the  Purposes  of  Grovernment,  chus- 
ingtheir  respective  Governors,  and  funitingAvith  Massachusetts 
and  New-Plymouth  for  mutual  Defence,  ifcc.  For  though  the 
Hartford  Colony  first  had  a  Sort  of  Commission  for  Settle- 
ment and  Grovernment  under  the  Massachusets,  they  soon  un- 
derstood themselves  to  lie  beyond  their  Jurisdiction,  and  New- 
Haven  was  still  farther  beyond  it  ;  and  neither  Colony  had 
yet  any  better  Title  to  their  Lands  than  what  Possession  gave 
them. 

*This  Fort  or  trading  Place  was  begun  by  the  Dutch  in  1623.  Smith's 
Hist,  of  New-Y'ork.  It  was  not  till  1633,  that  the  Massachusets  sent 
John  Oldham,  etc.  upon  Discoveries  Westward,  "who  travelled  100 
"  Miles,  till  they  struck  a  great  River  which  they  afterwards  found  to 
"  be  Connecticut,  or  the  Fresh-River ;"  and  on  this  River  they  re- 
ported that  they  had  found  good  Interval  Lands,  &c.     Hutchinson. 

It  was  with  Reason,  then,  that  the  Dutch  contended  that  they  "were 
"  actually  possessed  of  Connecticut  River,  long  before  any  other  Euro- 
"peans  knew  of  the  Existence  ot  such  a  River  ;  and  were  not  only 
"possess'd  of  the  Mouth  of  it,  but  had  discovered  it  100  Miles  up,  had 
"their  People  trading  there,  and  had  purchased  of  the  Natives  al- 
"most  all  the  Lands  on  both  Sides  of  the  said  River." — Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Council,  to  the  Governor  of  New-York.    Smith's  Hist. 

f  See  the  Articles  of  Union  and  Confederacy  entered  into  by  Massa- 
ciuisets,  Plymouth,  Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  in  1643.  Neale, 
Yol.  I.  p.  223.  2d.  Edit 
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The  Dutch  were  not  passive  under  those  Eiitsroachments, 
but  set  up  the  Arms  of  the  States-General  in  different  Places 
to  assert  their  Right ;  and  in  1642,  the  Connecticut  People  hav- 
ing overspread  Long  Island  as  far  as  Oysterbay,  Kieft,  the 
Dutch  Governor,  broke  up  their  Settlements. 

Tiiese  Disputes  occasioned  the  Colonies  of  New-Haven  and 
Connecticut  to  send  Deputies  to  the  Dutch  Governor,  at  JSew- 
Auisterdaui  (New-York)  to  treat  about  Boundaries.  The 
Dutch  <.)ffer  to  let  the  English  continue  at  Hartford  on  the 
I'ayuient  of  a  certain  "'Rent  for  the  Land.  But  thid  was  not 
complied  with ;  and  the  English  trusting  to  their  superior 
Strength,  still  kej)t  extending  their  possessions  till  in  1650, 
a  liual  Settlement  of  Boun<laries  was  made  at  Hartford  ;  the 
Account  of  which  is  as  follows,  and  ought  to  be  attended  to 
as  a  very  material  Transaction  : 

Four  Delegates,  Willet  and  Baxter  on  the  Part  of  the  Dutch, 
Bradstreet  and  Prince  on  the  Part  of  the  united  Colonies,  met 
at  Hartford  as  Arbitrators  of  the  Dispute  about  Bounds  and 
Limits;  before  whom,  says  the  Author  of  the  Susquehanna 
Case,  "Peter  Stuyvesant,  Esq;  Governor  of  the  Dutch  New 
"Netherlands,  came  personally  and  continued  the  Claims  his 
"Superiors,  their  High  Mightinesses  of  the  united  Provinces 
"and  the  Right  Honorable  the  AVest-India  Company  had  to  the 
"Lands  in  Question,  (viz.  the  Connecticut  Lands,  Long  Island, 
"&c.  )  of  which  he  desired  a  full  Surrender  and  Satisfaction, 
"according  to  the  Quality  of  the  Case.  "— 

The  Arbitrators  or  Delegates  agreed  and  determined  thus,  viz. 

1st.  "That  the  Bounds  upon  Long- Island  be,  &c.  [this  is  not 
•material  to  the  present  Question.] 

2dly.  "The  Bounds  upon  the  Main,  to  begin  upon  the  West 
"  Side  of  Greenwich  Bay,  being  about  four  Miles  from  Stam- 
"ford,  and  so  to  run  a  northerly  Line  twenty  Miles  up  into  the 
"Country;  and  after  as  it  shall  be  agreed  between  the  two 
"Governments  of  New-Haven  and  the  Dutch— provided  the 
"said  Line  come  not  within  ten  Miles  of  Hudson's  River— The 
"Dutch  shall  not  any  Time  hereafter  build  any  House  or  Habi- 
"tation  within  six  Miles  of  the  said  Ijine— The  Inhabitants  of 
"Greenwich  to  remain  (till  further  Consideration  thereof  be 
"had)  under  the  Government  of  the  Dutch." 

odlv.  "The  Dutch  shall  enjoy  all  the  Lands  at  Hartford  that 
"they  are  actually  possess'd  of,  known,  or  set  out  by  certain 
"Bounds;  and  all  the  Remainder  of  the  said  Lands,  on  both 
"Sides  of  Connecticut  River,  be  and  remain  to  the  English 
"  there. " 

•:*-Pro  Agro  Nostro  Ilartfordiensi  annuo  persol vent  Decimam  Partem 
Reventus  Agrorum,  Ac.     SiMiTH's  History  of  New-York. 
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"The  aforesaid  Bounds  and  Liimits,  both  upon  the  Island 
•'and  upon  the  Main,  shall  be  observed  and  kept  inviolable, 
"both  by  the  English  of  the  united  Colonies,  and  all  the  Dutch 
"Nation  without  any  Encroachment  and  Molestation,  until  a 
"lull  Determination  be  agreed  upon  in  Europe,  by  mutual 
"Consent  of  the  two  States  of  England  and  Holland." 

This  Determination  bore  hard  upon  the  Dutch  Rights,  and 
it  is  evident  that  they  submitted  to  it  only  out  of  Necessity, 
as  the  English  were  then  become  able  to  takethe  whole  Country 
from  them.  This  further  appears  by  a  letter  of  the  Dutch 
West-India  Company,  to  Governor  Stuyvesant  of  24  Dec.  1660 ; 
in  which  they  say  that  "they  were  not  inclined  to  stand  by 
"the  Treaty  at  Hartford,  and  proposed  to  sue  for  redress  on 
"Long-Island  and  the  Fresh- Water  (Connecticut)  River,  by 
"means  of  the  States  Ambassador." — 

With  the  above  agreement  respecting  Limits  in  full  Force 
between  the  English  and  Dutch,  and  the  latter  still  in  actuai 
Possession  of  New  Netherlands ;  Mr.  Winthrop  solicited  and 
obtained  the  present  Connecticut  Charter,  dated  23d  April, 
16G2,  the  Limits  of  which,  are  in  the  following  confused,  de- 
fective and  unintelligible  Words: 

"All  that  Part  of  New-England  in  America,  bounden  on  the 
"East  by  Narraganset  River,  commonly  called  Narraganset 
"Bay,  where  the  said  River  falleth  into  the  Sea;  and  on  the 
"North  by  the  Line  of  the  Massachusets  Plantation,  and  on  the 
"South  by  the  Sea ;  and  in  Longitude  as  the  Line  of  the  Mas- 
"sachusets  Colony  running  from  East  to  West — that  is  to  say, 
"from  the  said  Narraganset  Bay  on  the  East,  to  the  South  Sea 
"on  the  West  Part." 

And  the  Author  of  the  Susquehannah  Case  allows  the  same 
saving  to  be  intended  in  this  Charter,  as  in  the  grand  Ply- 
mouth Charter,  and  the  other  derivative  Grants  under  it ; 
viz.  that  the  "granted  Premises,  or  any  Part  thereof,  be  not 
"then  actually  possessed  or  inhabited  by  any  other  Christian 
Prince  or  State  " 

Thus,  for  twenty-six  Years  the  Connecticut  Settlers  had  con- 
tinued without  any  Charter,  and,  for  a  considerable  Time  also, 
without  any  Sort  of  Title  to  their  Lands.  It  will  be  proper, 
then,  to  enquire  what  Extent  of  Title  they  had  acquired,  or  set 
forth  to  the  Crown,  at  the  Time  of  passing  the  Charter ;  be- 
cause that  will  better  enable  us  to  determine  what  Tract  or 
Space  of  Country  their  Charter  might  be  designed  to  cover. 

In  1635,  as  has  been  hinted,  John  Winthrop,  Esq ;  the 
younger,  (the  same  "mentioned  above,  who  was  afterwards 
Governor  of  Connecticut)  had  a  Commission  under  Lord  Say 
and  Seal,  Lord  Brook.  &c.  appointing  him  Governor  of  Con- 
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necticiit  River,  with  Instructions  to  make  a  Settlement  on  that 

River,  and  builtl  a  Fort  on  an  Island  near  its 
Appendix  No.  11.         ,,         ,  i  •    i     ,        t  ,  i  i  •  ^  -n  i^i 

i\routli  ;  whicJi  he  did.  and  named  it  tort  tsax- 

brool\,  after  the  two  Lords,  Bay  and  Brook. 

(ieorge  Fenwick,  Esq;  succeeded  Mr.  AVinthrop,  as  Grovernor 
of  the  Fort,  and  Settlements  made  near  it  at  t  ne  Companx  •^ 
Expence.  But  the  Chiefs  of  tliat  ('ompany,  becominfj  deeply 
engaged  in  the  Scene  of  Things  then  carrying  on  in  England, 
laid  aside  all  Thoughts  of  an  American  Settlement.  Mr.  Fen- 
wick,  therefore,  in  1(344,  sold  the  Fort  at  Saybrook  and  its  Ap- 
purtenances to  the  Hartford  Colony.  Tiiose  Ai)purtenances 
are  decided  to  be,  "all  the  Land  un  Connecticut  River,"  which 
could  not  mean  the  whole  River,  because  the 

Appendix  No.  111.  i->       ^        e  ^\        r,-  ■      ^i  ■       nr 

upper  Parts  of  the  River  were  m  the  prior  Mas- 
sachusets  Grant,  &c.  He  could  only  mean  "all  the  Lands  in 
"the  Saybrook  Jurisdiction,"  which  might  be  about  twelve 
Miles  on  the  River;  for  an  E.xtent  of  twelve  Miles  was  gener- 
ally considered  in  those  Days,  as  appurtenant  to  a  Fort.  Nor 
did  he  give  them  any  other  Right,  but  by  a  Committee  of  five, 
(of  which  himself  was  to  be  always  one)  to  give  or  set  out  to 
others  what  Lands  were  undisposed  of,  in  the  Tract  he  meant 
to  convey.  That  the  Extent  of  this  Tract  could  not  be  fai-  on 
each  Side  of  the  River  is  certain.  New  Haven  Bounds  would 
not  have  i)ermitted  tliem  to  go  far  Westward  of  the  River, 
and  the  Deed  or  Writing  of  Mr.  Fenwick,  shews  that  lie  could 
not  convey  to  them  any  Lands  far  Eastward  of  it.     He  says— 

"  The  Lands,  from  Narraganset  River  tothe  Fort  at  Saybrook, 
"shall  fall  in  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  Connecticut,  if  it  come 
"into  my  Power'— a  plain  Proof  he  had  not  Power  then  to 
give  them  a  Title  to  those  Lands;  nor  does  it  appear  how  he 
came  by  his  Power  even  for  the  Sale  of  Fort  Saybrook. 

This  then  is  all  the  Right,  under  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  &c. 
which  they  could  pretend  to  have,  when  they  applied  for  tlieir 
Charter.  Mr.  Winthrop.  when  he  got  to  England,  was  in  hopes 
to  obtain  some  further  Right  under  that  Lord  ;  but  it  seems 
his  Lordship  did  not  then  know  what  was  become  of  his  own 
Dee;l.  He  appears  now  to  have  neglected,  or  forgot,  his 
American  Right;  and  was  willing  that  Mr.  Winthrop  might 
get  carved  out  of  it,  what  the  old  Colony  of  Hartford  had  set- 
tled and  improved.  His  Words  are — "Concerning  that  of 
Lord  Say  and  Seals  "Connecticut,  I  am  not  able  to  remember  all 

i^etter    Append  i  .\  .  ,        t->         •       ,  -.^        -r 

No    -,  "the  J^articulars. — Mr.  Jessop,  when  we  had  a 

"Patent,  was    our   Clerk,  and    he,  I    believe,   can  inform  you 

"best  about  it.     I  have  de.sired  my  Lord  (('hamberlain)  to  wish 

"him  so  to  do."— It  will  appear  afterwards,  that  New-Haven 

'  Colonv  absolutelv  refused    to  be  included  in  this  Patent;  and 
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that  Lord  Warwick,  Lord  Say  and  Seal.  6ic.     Iiad  loii<,'  b-^iorc 
Appendix  No.  20.        S^^'t'"  theui  to  Iviiow,   that  it  wa.s  not  intended 
they  should  be  under  Connecticut. 

The  Bounds  of  Connecticut  Patent  then,  were  to  be  as  lii.- 
Majesty  pleased,  so  fai-  as  the  Lands  were  in  the  ]\)wei-  of  tli  ■ 
( -rown  to  grant,  or  the  Petitioners  could  shew  any  Right  vested 
in  them  from  former  (xrantees.  But  that  l^ut  of  the  Country 
lying  between  Naraganset  and  Connecticut  Rivers,  we  have 
seen,  was  not  included  in  the  Purchase  made  from  Mr.  Fen- 
wick.  And  if  the  King  might  grant  it,  on  Account  of  Lord  Say 
and  Seal,  &c.  having  waved 'their  Right,  such  Grant  was  made 
long  before  by  Charles  I.  to  Duke  Handlton,  extending  from 
Naraganset  to  Connecticut  River  sixty  Miles  back  into  the 
Country.  And  if  this  Argument  had  been  vigorously  pressed, 
in  Behalf  of  the  Duke,  wlien  his  Claim  came  to  be  discussed 
in  IfiGo,  before  the  Crown  <Jommissioners,  (Connecticut,  who 
could  produce  no  legal  Right  or  Title  under  Lord  Say  and 
Seal,  would  perhaps  have  been  reduced  to  such  scant  Bounds, 
as  would  have  left  that  Colony  to  ))e  l)ut  of  little  Inifmrtance 
at  this  Day. 

These  being  the  Circum.stances  under  which  Mr.  Winthrop 
obtained  the  Connecticut  Charter;  it  is  evident,  that  the  Say- 
brook  Purchase,  and  some  small  Purchases  and  Conquests 
from  the  Pequot  Indians,  contained  all  the  Lands,  for  which 
he  and  his  Associates  could  have  any  Pretence  to  sf>Iicit  a 
Charter.  And  even  with  Respect  to  those  Indian  Lands,  so 
far  as  they  lay  out  of  the  Say  brook  Purchase,  they  had  no  pro- 
per Right.  For  if  the  Acquiescence  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal 
could  give  such  Right,  without  a  legal  Conveyance,  the  same 
Acquiescence  might  l)e  construed  to  be  goo  1  in  Favor  of  Duke 
Hamilton. 

This  enables  us,  then  to  account  for  the  Lamene.ss  of  the  Con- 
necticut Charter,  as  well  in  its  Preamble  as  in  its  Limits.  For, 
although  in  the  Massachusets  l.Charter,  King  William  recites 
the  whole  Title,  viz.  the  first  Grant  to  the  Council  of  Plymouth, 
and  that  Council's  Grant  to  Sir  Henry  Roswel,  and  the  Royal 
Confirmation  of  the  same,  with  the  whole  Process  whereby  it 
became  void;  yet  the  Connecticut  (Charter  does  not  attempt 
to  trace  any  Title  from  the  Plymouth  Company,  but  only  sets 
forth  in  the  Preamble,  "that  the  said  Connecticut  or  Hart- 
cllnerTtlTlf-  "  ^"'"^^  Colony,  or  the  *  greatest  Part  thereof 
pena\x "was  purchased,  and  some  other  Part  thereof 

*  There  being  no  Purchases  but  that  from  Fenwick,  and  some  small 
Pieces  from  the  Indians,  surely  if  these  made  up  the  greatest  Part  of 
the  Colonj^  the  other  Part  could  not  reach  Pennsylvania,  nor  any 
great  Distance  from  Connecticut  River. 
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"trained  by  Conquest,  at  the  only  Endeavours  and  Expence  of 
"the  said  John  Winthrop,  &c." 


Section  III. 

We  proceed  now  to  the  Construction  of  the  Connecticut  Char- 
ier Limits.  And,  lirst,  supposing  not  only  the  Say  brook  Pur- 
clwiKe,  but  all  the  Country  from  Naraganset  to  Connecticut 
River,  and  likewise  New-Haven  Colony,  willing  to  be  covered 
by  it;  yet  that  will  give  it  no  other  Efficacy,  with  respect 
to  other  Places,  than  it  had  at  first.  By  the  original  Saving 
in  the  great  Plymouth  Patent,  which  has  always  been  ex- 
l)ressed  or  understood  to  operate  through  all  the  Grants  par- 
celled out  of  it,  nothing  could  pass,  which  was  "actually  pos- 
"sessed,  at  the  Time  of  such  Grants,  })y  any  other  Christian 
"State." — And,  therefore,  it  has  been  long  held,  by  Men  of  the 
greatest  Law-Abilities,  that  nothing  could  pass,  by  the  Con- 
necticut Charter,  to  the  Westward  of  Connecticut  River;  the 
Dutch  as  already  observed,  having  so  long  claimed  and  pos- 
sessed that  River,  from  its  Mouth,  at  least  one  hundred  Miles 
uj).  Connecticut  and  New-Haven  Colonies,  could  only  claim 
a  Right  in  Lands,  Westward  of  the  said  River,  by  Virtue  of 
the  Agreement  subsisting  between  them  and  the  Dutch,  at  the 
Time  of  obtaining  their  Charter;  and  not  by  Virtue  of  the 
Charter  itself,  which  is  quite  silent  as  to  Limits  or  Extent  on 
that  Quarter.  Nay,  the  King  could  *not  grant,  and  it  iscertain 
he  did  not  intend  to  grant,  what  lay  under  the  Dutch  Claim, 
in  Virtue  of  their  prior  Settlement,  between  Hudson's  and 
Connecticut  Rivers;  because,  two  Years  afterwards,  when  a 
Resolution  was  formed  to  expel  the  Dutch,  he  granted  to  the 
]>uke  of  York  all  the  Country  which  was  considered  as  the 
Dutch  Claim,  making  the  West  Side  of  Connecticut  River,  one 
ot  the  Boundaries  of  the  Grant.  The  Treaty  at  Hartford 
was  but  a  temporary  Agreement,  wl)ich  was  only  to  be  bind- 
ing "until  a  full  Determination  in  Eurojie,  by  the  States  of 
"England  and  Holland;"  and.  therefore,  without  the  Ratifi- 
c.Ltion  of  the  latter,  which  they  refused,  could  vest  no  Right 
under  them,  to  the  Lands  West  of  Connecticut  River.  Upon 
the  Whole,  then,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  subsequent  Settle- 
ment of  Boundaries,  made  by  the  Royal  Authority,  after  the 
Conquest  from  the  Dutch,  (by  which  Settlement,  pursuing 
the  Spirit  of  the  Hartford  Agreement,  the  Limits  of  the  Con- 

*This  is  acknowledged  by  the  Connecticut  Commissioners,  in  their 
I.etterto  Governor  Penn,  dated  December  18,  1773,  as  will  appear  af- 
terwards. 
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necticut  Charter  were  fixed)  no  just  Claim  could  ever  have  been 
founded  under  it,  to  any  Lands  Westward  of  Connecticut 
River  and  the  Charter  would  liave  remained  the  same  defec- 
tive unintelligible  Thing  it  was  at  lirat. 

If  the  Connecticut  Claimants  now  adhere  to  those  Limits, 
which,  as  finally  adjusted  and  settled,  never  approacli  nearer 
than  twenty  Miles  to  Hudson's  River,  they  can  never  ap- 
[)r()ach  to  Pennsylvania.  Again,  if  they  reject  those  Limits, 
t  hey  leave  their  Charter  in  its  first  State,  so  unintelligible  and 
defective  of  Limits,  that  none  of  their  Neighbours,  whose 
rights  are  guarded  by  clear  and  decisive  Crown  Grants,  need 
be  under  any  great  Concerns  about  it. 

(in  this  single  Argument,  I  might  here  rest  the  whole  Mat- 
ter. It  is  trifling  to  sny,  that  the  English  had  a  Right  of  Dis- 
covery in  those  Lands  prior  to  the  Dutch  ;  for  whatever  might 
be  the  Arguments  of  War,  (which  must  always  find  a  Plea  to 
justify  Convenience  or  Necessity)  when  Colonel  Nichols  came 
with  an  armed  Force  to  expel  the  Dutch  ;  yet,  at  the  subse- 
quent Peace,  those  Arguments  were  forgotten  ;  and  the  Dutch 
were  allowed  Surinam  in  Exchange  for  New-Netherlands. 

Three  distinct  Colonies,  or  Governments,  have  since  been 
formed  out  of  those  Dutch  Rights  or  Claims ;  and  the  Connec- 
ticut ('laimants,  acknowledging  themselves  barred  by  those 
Rights,  have  no  other  Expedient  but  to  split  their  Charter, 
(which  is  weak  enough  w^hen  entire)  and  laying  one  End  of  it 
Eastward  of  two  of  these  Colonies,  to  carry  the  other  End,  by 
a  large  Leap  across  them,  so  as  to  lay  it  on  Pennsylvania,  and 
a  vast  Extent  of  Crown  Ijands  Westward. 

Tvet  us  enquire  what  Countenance  their  Charter  gives  to  such 
a  Construction.  By  its  Preamble,  reciting  their  Petition,  it  is 
clear,  that  their  highest  Wish  was  to  obtain,  and  the  Inten- 
tion of  the  Crown  was  to  grant,  the  Powers  of  Government, 
and  a  confirmed  •' Right  of  Soil,  in  a  Colony  or  Country,  the 
greatest  Part  purchased,  and  other  Part  gained  by  Conquest, 
subdued  and  improved  at  their  sole  Expence,  which  was  not 
w  itliinany  other  English  Government,  nor  interfering  with  the 
actual  Possession  of  any  other  Christian  Srate. 

This  being  the  express  Description  of  what  they  prayed  might 
be  granted  to  them,  viz.  a  Country  then  actually  improved  by 
them,  and  under  their  Subjection,  it  can  only  be  understood 
that  they  meant  to  point  out  to  the  Crown,  the  Lands  which 
they  occupied  and  had  purchased  of  Mr.  Fenwick,  or  gained 
from  tlie  Pequot  Indians,  and  not  comprehended  in  any  other 
Government ;  bounded  East  and  North  by  other  New-England 

•■•They  confess  that  they  were  unwilling  to  "rely  on  tbeir  Right 
under  Lord  Say  and  Seal." 
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("olonies,  West  by  *  New  Haven  (•olouy,  or  at  fartliesr  Tlie 
Duteli  New-Netlierlands.  It  could  never  iiave  been  in  31  r. 
Winthrop's  Iniaj^ination  (unless  we  would  charge  him  with 
putting  such  a  Deception  on  the  Crown  as  would  vitiate  las 
whole  Grant)  tf)  leaj)  over  the  Dutch  iSettlenients,  as  now  con- 
tended, and  to  take  in  far  remote  Countries  of  3000  Miles  Ex- 
tent, then  and  now  unstibdued  by  them  ;  and  which,  instead  of 
being  the  Object  of  one  Government,  are  large  enough  to 
constitute  twenty  such  Governments  as  that  described  to  l)e 
exercised  under  the  Charter,  and  in  which  there  is  no  Provision 
for  erecting  subordinate  Governments.  The  Country  to  be 
granted,  aiul  the  Government  to  be  erected,  were  certainly 
intended  by  the  Crown  to  be  absolutely  bounded  and  l)arred 
Westward  by  the  Dutch  Settlements,  if  not  by  New  Haven 
C'olony,  and  that  in  the  same  Sense  as  it  was  to  be  bounded 
Northward  by  Massachusets. 

The  least  Suggestion  of  a  Design  to  go  further,  would  have 
brought  the  Ambassador  of  the  States-general,  who  had  yet 
no  Breach  with  England,  to  oppose  the  Grant.  Hence  it  was, 
that  Mr.  Winthrop  thought  it  prudent  rather  to  leave  the 
Extent  of  his  Grant  oi)en  and  undecisive  along  the  Coast  West- 
ward, than  give  any  Alarm  to  the  Dutch,  or  retard  its])assing. 
.\  not  her  Reason  we  shall  fullyprove  hehad— namely. his  solemn 
Engagement  not  to  extend  his  Charter  farther  West,  than  the 
(ixt  Himnds  between  Hartford  old  Colony  and  New-Haven, 
whicli  were  but  a  lirtle  Westward  of  Connecticut  River,  be- 
tween Guilford  and  Killingworth — For  New-Haven  Colony 
was  about  to  apply  for  a  distinct  Charter  an<l  absolutely  refused 
to  be  under  the  same  Jursdiction  with  Connecticut. 

Thus  we  have  found  a  Clue  which  unravels  the  Mystery  of 
this  singular  Contrivance,  of  leaving  a  Royal  Charter  loose 
and  destitute  of  any  I^imits  or  Extent  towards  one  Side  ;  for 
Mr.  Winthrop,  altho'  bound  as  he  was  by  his  solemn  Promises 
to  New-Haven,  a])pears  still  to  have  had  a  secret  Hankering 
and  Hope  to  include  that  Colony,  and  reach  the  old  fixt  Sta- 
tion with  the  Dutch.  This  might  have  proved  a,  fatal  Policy. 
if,  tlirough  his  good  Management  with  NeAV-Haven,  and  Ad- 
dress with  the  Crown  Commissioners,  he  had  not  soon  got 
Limits  fixed  by  them  ;  who,  in  their  great  Indulgence,  allowed 
Connecticut  Charter  to  cover  all  that  possiV)ly  could  be  claimed 
as  tlie  Object  of  it  ;  under  the  Notion  of  Impovements,  Pur- 
chases, or  subdued  Countries,  not  then  erected  into  any  other 
Government.     And   I   will  venture   to    repeat,  that   Mr.  Win- 

*  Tt  will  be  shewn,  agreeable  to  Mr.  Winthrop's  Confession,  that  he 
was  content  and  had  promised  to  be  bounded  West  by  New-H:iven 
Colonv. 
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throp's  Policy  )uuy  even  yet  be  found  fatal  to  that  Ciiarter, 
if  Connecticut  will  strive  to  overleap  those  Limits,  construing 
tile  Charter  in  a  Sense  wliich  has  never  been  allowed  to  any 
other  of  the  like  Sort  in  America,  and  claiming,  to  the  Dis- 
turbance of  other  Colonies,  an  Extent  of  Country,  that  could 
not  be  settled  or  ruled  by  many  such  Governors  and  Companies. 
Their  Charter,  ir  is  presumed,  will  l)e  found  but  a  feeble 
Basis  to  support  such  an  enormous  Superstructure. 

This  is  not  meant  to  convey  any  Threat ;  for,  in  the  present 
Discussion,  we  disclaim  all  Arguments  which  sober  Reason  will 
not  justify  ;  and  call  on  any  Mathematician  or  Geographer,  to 
lay  down  the  Connecticut  Limits  from  the  Charter-Description 
of  them. 

An  Eastern  Boundary,  it  is  true,  is  given  "on  Naraganset 
"River  or  Ba}%  which  can  be  found.  A  Northern  Boundary 
"is  also  implied,  as,  or  perhaps  upon,  Massachusets  Southern 
"Line,"  which  we  know  how  to  find,  as  that  Line  ought  to 
have  been  in  1GG2,  by  Sir  Henry  Roswell's  Grant,  altho'  very 
different  from  the  Line  settled  long  afterwards,  amidst  num- 
erous Bickerings,  scarcely  yet  composed.  But  every  Tvro  in 
Mathematics  knows  the  xlxiom — that  "two  right  or  strait  Ijines 
"will  not  comprehend  a  space." 

But  it  may  be  said,  the  Charter  gives  two  Sea- Boundaries, 
viz— "South  by  the  Sea,"  and  "the  South  Sea  on  the  West 
"Part"— But,  to  keep  these  two  Sea- Boundaries,  must  we  go 
round  by  Cape  Horn,  and  all  along  the  Shore  of  the  vast  Pacific 
Ocean,  till  we  meet  the  Production  of  the  Massachusets  Line? 
In  this  Case,  the  little  Connecticut  Charter,  which  was  solic- 
ited, .ind  intended,  to  cover  a  narrow  District  about  Connecti- 
cut River,  will  be  stretched  to  a  stupendous  Size,  constituting 
the  Governor  and  Company  of  Connecticut,  into  the  high  and 
mighty  Lords  of  all  South  America,  and  tlie  greatest  Part  of 
North  America  too! 

This  is  no  ludicrous  Construction  of  their  two  Sea-Bound- 
aries ;  for  they  will  bear  this  as  well  as  any  other  I  have  heard. 
But,  say  they,  we  desire  only  a,  reasonable  Construction  of 
Limits  or  Breadth  on  the  Sea,  and  from  thence  to  set  off  Inland 
throughout,  to  the  other  Sea  in  a  West  Direction— But  then 
they  wotild  not  be  bounded  South  on  the  Sea;  for,  on  the 
Contrary,  soon  leaving  the  Sea  or  Sound, their  South  Boundary 
would  be  a  long  Line  of  at  least  3000  Miles.  And  what  woidtl 
be  their  Breadth?  Small,  very  small,  as  will  be  shewn! 

-Vgain.  when  they  speak  of  a  reasonable  Constrtiction  of 
Tjimits,  has  not  The  Crown  given,  above  one  hundred  Years  ago, 
what  tiiey  then  thought  a  very  reasonable  Construction  and 
Settlement  of  their  defective  Limits  ;  and  can  it  now  be  thought 
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reasonable,  to  take  away  what  the  Crown  gave  above  ninety 
Years  ago  to  another,  and  has  been  enjoyed  ever  since  with- 
out any  objection  made,  or  Claim  put  in,  on  the  Part  of  Con- 
necticut, till  the  ""■  Resolve  past  by  their  Assembly  in  October 
last?  And  how  do  they  now  know  that  any  of  the  lands  in 
Pennsylvania,  upon  which  they  have  violently  intruded  them- 
selves, Avould  fall  within  their  Lines,  if  suffered  to  extend  them 
beyond  their  ancient  fixt  Jjimits?  Where  will  they  leave  the 
Sea,  and  begin  to  run  to  the  other  Sea?  Their  Charter  says,  at 
Naraganset  Bay  on  the  East.  But  does  their  Colony  now  be- 
gin at  that  Bay  and  run  West?  By  no  means.  They  come  about 
twenty  five  Miles  Westward  from  that  Bay  to  Pakatauk  River, 
for  their  Place  of  Beginning,  and  then  set  off  Northerly  not 
Westerly,  Moreover,  I  would  further  ask,  Avhere  on  the  Sea  or 
Sound  will  they  begin  their  other  Line?  They  will  say,  where 
the  Crown  finally  fixed  us,  about  Byram  Brook.  And  in  what 
Direction?— They  ought  to  say,  in  the  Direction  the  Crown 
gives  us,  which  (as  might  well  be  expected)  was  Northerly  too, 
at  about  right  Angles  from  the  Shore,  and  parallel  to  their 
other  offset  from  the  same. 

This  is  a  Direction  however,  which  they  do  not  chuse;  and 
therefore,  casting  their  Eye  towards  the  rich  Susquehanna 
liands,  they  say  we  will  run  due  West— But  this  gives  such  an 
irregular  many-sided  Figure  as  could  never  have  been  in- 
tended, and  what  is  worse,  they  wholly  depart  from  the  Lines 
given  by  the  Crown  ;  for  if  they  reject  one  of  those  Lines,  they 
reject  the  whole  Settlement  made  by  the  Royal  Authority, 
solemnly  assented  to  >)y  themselves  ;  which  lirings  them  back 
again  to  their  Charter  in  its  original  State,  which  I  have  al- 
ready shewn  to  be  so  loose  and  vague,  that  no  prudent  Man 
would  chuee  to  hold  a  single  Plantation,  by  such  defective 
Limits;  it  being  totally  silent  as  to  any  Extent  on  the  Shore, 
or  Place  of  running  off,  except  at  Naraganset  on  the  East. 

But,  in  order  to  help  out  the, defective  Limits  of  their  own 
Charter,  they  have  formerly  claimed  those  of  the  Grant  to 
Lord  Say  and  Seal,  Lord  Brook,  &c;  contending  that  ail  in- 
cluded in  that  Grant,  was  intended  to  be  confirmed  to  them  by 
their  Charter,  altho'  it  appears,  that  when  they  obtained  their 
Charter,  they  were  entitled  to  but  a  very  small  Part  of  what 
was  granted  to  those  Lords.  This  was  their  grand  Defence 
against  Duke  Hamilton's  Claim  in  IGO.");  when  they  ventured 
to  contend  before  the  Crown  Commissioners, 
Appen    X,     o.  "that   Lord    Say  and   Seal's    Patent  was    jrur- 


*Tho  visionary  Schemes  of  Individuals,  not  avowed,  but  disowned 
by  the  Powers  of  Government,  could  not  be  called  a  Colony  Claim. 
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"chased  by  them  at  a  dear  Rate,  and  lately  fonflrmed  to  them 
"by  their  gracious  Sovereign."'  This  Grant  to  Lord  Say  and 
Seal  is  also  entered  among  the  ancient  Records  of  Connecticut 
Colony  with  this  Title- 
Appendix.  No.  I.  "^^  Copy  of  the  old  Patent  for  Connecticut." 
Why  they  should  of  late  drop  this  Grant,  lo 
Lord  Say  and  Seal,  mny  seem  a  little  mysterious. —The  Author 
of  the  printed  Susquehannah  Case,  stated  for  the  Opinion  of 
Council  in  England,  keeps  this  Grant  wholly  out  of  Sight ;  and 
is  content  to  found  his  Claim  on  nothing  better  than  the  said 
unintelligible,  loose,  and  defective  Charter,  from  Charles  the 
lid. 

But  this  Mystery  may  be  explained  ;  which  I  shall  the  rather 
attempt,  in  order  to  shew  the  Duplicity  and  dexterous  Man- 
agement of  those  Connecticut  Claimants,  than  for  the  Sake  of 
the  Arguments  to  be  drawn  from  thence  in  the  presdnt  Con- 
test; for  the  Rights  of  Pennslvania  can  be  fully  maintained  on 
other  Grounds. 

The  Truth,  however,  is  that  when  Connecticut  Colony  desired 
to  stretch  Eastward  and  Northward,  Lord  Say  and  Seals 
Grant  was  a  good  Thing  to  hold  up  to  the  Crown  Commis- 
sioners; but  when  they  now  want  to  go  the  other  Way,  viz. 
Westward  towards  Pennsylvania,  it  makes  directly  against 
them. 

It  has  ever  been  the  Construction  of  Sir  Henry  Roswel's 
Grant  for  the  Massachusets,  as  well  as  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal's 
that  they  Avere  intended  to  keep  their  Front  Breadth  on  the 
Sea,  throughout  the  main  Land,  Any  other  Construction 
would,  at  first,  have  ben  deemed  an  illiberal  one.  No  Person 
could  imagine,  had  there  been  no  unforeseen  Interfering  in 
the  Execution,  that  the  Crown  would  give  a  Sea  Front  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  Miles  in  Breadth,  and  locate  the  Length, 
from  the  said  Front,  in  a  Direction  that  would  contract  the 
Breadth  to  forty  or  fifty  Miles!  It  has  never  been  understood 
in  that  Way.  Hutchinson,  who  may  be  mentioned  as  a  good 
Authority,  for  what  has  been  the  general  Sense  of  this  Matter, 
among  the  New- England  Colonies  themselves,  says  expressly  of 
Lord  Say  and  Seal's  Grant-as  already  quoted,  that  it  was 
"from  Naraganset  River  to  the  South- West  forty  Leagues,  to 
"keep  the  Breadth,  to  the  South-Sea  " 

Appendix,  No.  I.  There  is  no  Ambiguity  in   the  Words  of  the 

Grant  itself— viz— 

Lord  Say  and  Seals       "  All  that  Part  of  New-England  in   America 
Grant.  Mar.  9.  mi.    "from  a  River  there  called  Naraganset  River! 
"the    Space   of  forty  Leagues,  on   a  strait  Line  near  the  Sea- 
"  Shore.    South-West,    West    and    by  South,  or  West,   as    tlie 
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"(>)ast  lieth  towards  \irginia,  accouutiiiji  three  English  Miles 
"to  the  Ijeague  ;  ami  aisi)  all  the  Liaiids,  izc.  within  rhe  Lands 
■■(read  Limits)  atoresaiil,  2sorth  and  South,  in  Latitude  and 
"l-Jreadth:  and  of  land  within  all  the  Breadth  aioresaid, 
••  througliout  tlie  main  Lands  there,  from  the  Western  Ocean 
"to  the  tSouth  South  Sea. "' 

Here  is  a  very  exi)licit  Description.  Tlie  Beginning  is  at 
r^aiaganset  Kiver.  near  tlie  Sea;  viz.  about  .ludeth-Point, 
towards  tlie  lower  End  of  Konouikut  Isle,  in  ISaraganset  Bay. 

Tlie  I'^'ront  is  a  strait  Line  to  be  drawn  also  near  the  Sea,  and 
not  a  Curve,  following  the  dilTerent  Inflections  of  Bays  and 
Shores,  but  kf-eping  clear  of  the  deepest  Bays,  and  yet  as  near 
as  might  be  to  them,  so  as  to  keep  the  said  front  Line  strait  ; 
and  the  Extent  of  this  Jdne  was  to  be  one  hundred  and  twenty 
Miles;  and  the  granted  Premises  were  to  extend,  in  Length  or 
Ijongitude,  from  tliis  E'ront  throughout  the  main  Lands;  be- 
ing, of  all  the  Breadth  aforesaid,  that  is  no  where  narrower 
than  one  hundred  and  twenty  Miles  ;  and  within  ail  the  Breadth 
aforesaitl,  that  is  no  where  wider  than  one  hundred  and  twenty 
Mile.s.  In  short,  an  Oblong  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  Miles 
Front,  keeping  that  Breadth  Inland  throughout,  is  evidently 
described. 

^"ow  to  satisfy  this  Grant,  and  keep  the  Jireadth  of  the  Front, 
through  the  whole  l^ength  Inland,  there  is  no  possible  T»irec- 
lion,  but  two  Parallels  run  off,  at  right  Angles  to  the  front 
liine,  from  each  End  thereof.  And  this  Front  is  the  general 
Direction  of  the  Shore,  keeping  just  clear  of  the  Sea  or  Sound  ; 
which,  from  Naraganset  Bay  towards  Mamoraneck,  is  West- 
South-West.  The  two  Parallels  must  therefore  be  run  in  a 
North-North-West  Direction,  from  the  two  Places  of  Begin- 
ning, which  would  carry  the  Connectcut  Lines  far  North  of 
Pennsylvania.  Thus  the  Oblong,  marked  *  A,  is  a  true  Plan  or 
Location  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal's  Grant. 

Hut,  say  the  Connecticut  Men,  whose  Fathers,  one  hundred 
aim  nine  Years  ago,  served  themselves  with  this  Grant,  to 
cover  the  Land  in  Dispute  with  Duke  Hamilton  ;  we  will  now 
reject  it,  and  trust  to  our  long  Possession  of  those  Lands,  or 
showing  the  Figure  of  it  sixty -seven  Degrees  and  a  Half  West- 
about  :  we  will  leave  the  chief  Part  of  Duke  Hamilton's  Lands 
out  of  it.  Nay,  we  will  leave  Hartford,  our  very  Seat  of 
Government  out,  and  contract  our  Province  into  a  narrow 
Striii.  of  about    one-third  of  the  given  Breadtli  and  Quantity 


*See  the  annexed  Plan,  which  is  only  a  rough  Sketch  for  marking 
out  tlie  Places  referred  to  in  this  Work.  Those  Places,  however,  and 
the  ceneral  Course  of  the  Coast,  are  laid  down  from  the  best  Maps. 
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of  Land,  in  order  to  get  due  West  to  the  Susquehannah  Lands. 
All  this  would  be  the  case,  as  in  the  Figure  C,  by  running  due 
West,  from  the  two  Stations,  on  the  Sea  and  Sound.  The 
Northern  Boundary  Avould  cross  Connecticut  River  at  least 
twenty  Miles  below  Hartford;  their  Colony,  instead  of  run- 
ning in  Length  from  the  Sea,  would  be  of  an  irregular  Breadth, 
proceeding  in  Length  from  a  Point  in  Front,  and  widening  in 
a  triangular  Form  as  far  West  as  Mamaroneck,  where  it  will 
have  obtained  little  more  than  one-third  of  the  required 
Breadth,  viz.  forty-five  iMiles  ;  and  this  is  all  the  Breadth  it  can 
afterwards  carry  to  the  South-Sea.  This  certainly  is  not  the 
Country  called  for  in  Lord  Say  and  Seal's  Grant,  which  is  to 
be  of  the  Breadth  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  Miles  throughout. 

But  if  the  Coast  had  been  West  and  by  South,  which  is  one 
of  the  Courses  supposed  probable  in  the  Grant  to  Lord  Say  and 
Seal ;  then  by  bounding  the  Grant  with  two  West  Lines,  it 
would  leave  out  the  greatest  Part  of  the  Settlements  on  Con- 
necticut River,  crossing  that  River  not  ten  Miles  above  the 
Motith,  and  reducing  the  Breadth  of  the  Grant  to  about  twenty 
three  Miles,  all  the  Way  from  ^Mamaroneck  to  the  South   Sea. 

However,  it  would  be  some  Consolation  that  these  twenty 
three  Miles  Breadth,  would  run  through  the  North  Part  of 
Pennsylvania.  But  further,  suppose  the  Coast  to  have  run 
due  West,  which  is  also  mentioned  as  possible  in  the  Grant, 
then,  the  End  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  Miles  differing  noth- 
ing in  Latitude  from  the  Beginning,  there  would  have  been 
no  Lands  granted  at  all ;  but  only  a  Line,  or  rather  two  Lines 
falling  one  upon  the  other  throughout,  to  the  South  Sea.  And 
if  the  Coast  had  turned  but  half  a  Point  to  the  North  of  West. 
the  Grant  would  have  been  thrown  so  far  wholly  into  the  Sea. 

There  is  another  Construction  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal's  Grant, 
wliich  Connecticut  Colony  may  probably  propose  as  being 
something  like  their  present  Lines  and  Bounds,  viz.  by  follow- 
ing Naraganset  River  seventy-five  Miles  up,  if  it  extends  so  far, 
and  if  it  does  not  extend  so  far,  then  northerly  from  its  Head 
till  seventy-five  Miles  be  completed,  as  at  the  Point  X;  and 
then  to  run  off  M'esterly  in  the  Line  XY,  to  the  South  Sea. 
This  would  indeed  include  one  hundred  and  twenty  Miles 
Breadth,  with  the  West  Ijine  from  Mamaroneck  ;  but  East  of 
that  we  should  not  have  an  equal  Breadth,  but  an  irregular 
Figure,  of  more  Sides  than  four,  and  therefore  disagreeing 
with  the  Grant  not  only  in  this  respect,  but  likewise  in  another ; 
viz— that  the  Length  of  the  Grant  would  not  run  off  from  the 
Sea  in  Front,  but  from  a  River  and  Land  I/ine.  having  the  Sea 
partly  as  a  side  Line.  And,  Avhat  is  still  worse,  in  order  to  come 
to  the  required  Breadth,  they  must  run  almost  to  the  North 
10— Voi.  XVIII. 
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Lino  of  the  prior  Massachusets  Grant,  And  instead  of  stopping 
at  the  Soutli  Line  of  the  same.  For  if  tliey  stopped  at  that 
Line,  the  l^readth  of  the  Grant,  West  of  Mamaroneck,  would 
be  but  about  eighty  Miles  instead  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  ; 
and.  East  of  tliat,  narrowing  all  the  way  as  before  observed. 
Moreover,  if  there  be  an}'  Rule  of  Construction  whitsh  requires 
or  allows  thpm  towards  the  Narraganset  Side,  to  set  ofr  north- 
erly, as  they  now  do,  about  forty-five  Miles  to  the  Massachusets 
Line,  Ihey  ought  certainly  on  the  filamaroneck  or  West  Side, 
by  tho  like  Rule,  to  run  the  same  Distance  northerly,  before 
they  turn  Westward  ;  and  indeed  this  is  the  present  Course  of 
their  western  Boundary  as  iinally  fixt  by  the  Crown,  and  es- 
tablished by  their  own  Laws,  viz.  running  northerly  in  the 
general  Direction  of  Hudson's  River,  about  ••  seventy-two 
Miles  to  tho  Massachusets  Line. 

Thsre  is  another  way,  more  extravagant  if  possible,  than 
any  of  the  above,  and  yet  it  has  been  thrown  out  lately,  even 
by  the  Connecticut  Co  umissioners  to  Governor  Penn,  as  what 
might  probably  be  a  reasonable  Construction  ;  namely,  leaving 
the  Sea  or  Sound  at  Mamaroneck,  to  run  on  West-South- West. 
But  this  v/ould  be  such  a  Shape  or  Figure  for  n.  Colony  as, 
perhaps,  was  never  before  thought  of ;  constituting  a  Triangle, 
having  no  Sea  Front,  but  beginning  in  a  Point  at  Naraganset 
Bay,  and  widening  forty-five  Miles  Southward,  for  every  hun- 
dred and  eleven  Miles  Westward;  so  that  it  would  become 
twelve  or  chirteen  hundred  Miles  in  Breadth,  before  it  could 
reach  the  South-Sea.  And  thus,  although  it  would  leave  out 
Hartford  and  a  great  Part  of  the  present  Connecticut  Colony  ; 
it  would  make  large  Reprisals,  in  the  way,  upon  Pennsylva- 
nia, Maryland,  Virgijiia,  and  the  Ohio  Lands,  &c. 

In  short,  upon  all  these  Hypotheses  (except  the  first,  which 
runs  tho  Grant  off  at  right  Angles  to  the  Shore)  the  granted 
Premises  would  b3  of  an  unequal  and  irregular  Breadth,  and 
vv'ould  not  run  ofT  in  Length  from  the  Sea,  as  was  the  Idea  and 
Intention  of  all  those  old  American  Grants,  and  is  particularly 
required,  in  order  to  satisfy  this  particular  Grant  to  Lord  Say 
and  Seal.  Any  other  Construction  of  it  is  purely  imaginary, 
without  any  Foundation  in  the  Grant  itself:  or,  indeed,  in  the 
Connecticut  Charter,  which  is  built  upon  this  Grant,  as  that 
.Colony,  till  of  la,te,  has  always  contended. 

"Seo  in  Appendix  2G,  the  Length  or  Extent  of  the  ditierent  Bounda- 
ries of  the  Colony  as  they  now  stanil.  It  will  appear  afterwards,  tl^at 
from  tho  Front  of  ono  hundred  and  twenty  Miles  so  often  mentioned, 
Rhode  Island  took  twenty-fivo  ISIiles  from  one  Side,  and  New-York 
about  seven  Miles  from  the  other,  leaving  about  eighty-eight  Miles 
for  tho  present  Front. 
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But  it  will  bo  asked— What  Jiiui-t  bo  done  with  tho  Words 
Nortli  and  South,  in  Latitude  and  Breadth,  wliich  are  to  be 
found  in  Ijord  Say  and  Seal's  Grant;  although  dropped  in  the 
Connecticut  (Charter? 

I  answer,  that  in  a  Grant,  as  is  the  Case  in  that  under  Con- 
sideration, v/here  tho  Length  is  to  commence  from  a  Front, 
described  to  run  South- AVest,  West  and  by  South,  or  even 
West,  th:j  Word  Latitude  can  have  no  TMeaning,  if  taken  in  its 
geogrjiphical  Sense,  and  not  inserted,  by  tlie  Ignoiance  of  the 
Clerk,  (as  it  appears  to  be)  as  a  synonimousTerin  with  Breadth. 
Nor  will  the  Words,  North  and  South,  apply  to  the  Breadth, 
unlt-ss  Uieant  to  express,  tliat  all  the  Lands  lying  in  every  Direc- 
tion within  (ii3  two  Land-Lines,  whether  North  or  South,  East 
or  AVest,  were  actually  intended  to  be  conveyed  ;  whicli  agrees 
sufficiently  with  tlie  AVords  of  the  Grant.  These  Words,  North 
and  South,  can  only  be  taken  as  a  general  Designation  for 
Northerly  and  Southerly  ,  just  as  New-York  may  be  said  to  lie 
South  of  New-Haven,  though  not  directly  so;  and  West  may 
bo  explained  AVesterly,  or  on  the  West  Part,  which  are  AVords 
in  the  Grant. 

Some  AVords  in  the  Grant  must  be  rejected,  or  understood 
in  a  qualified  Sense,  in  order  to  allow  the  essential  Parts  their 
full  Operation.  The  Breadth  of  the  Grant  is  its  very  Essence- 
forty  Leagues,  and  all  that  Breadth  throughout.  Ii  may  seem 
crifiing  to  repeat  tho  utter  Impossibility '^f  keeping  all  that 
Breadth  througiiout,  in  a  North  and  South  Direction,  consider- 
ing Breadth  and  geogi-aphical  Latitude  as  the  same;  nor  can 
the  Breadth  be  kept  in  any  other  Direction  but  AVest-South- 
West,  and  East-North -East,  the  general  Course  of  the  Shore. 

The  Grant  must  have  the  most  liberal  Construct-icn  ;  and  this 
the  Connecticut  Claimants  would  contend  fcr,  if  it  served  their 
present  Purpo33.  We  must  reconcile  tho  AVorda  Latitude  and 
Breadth,  if  possible,  so  as  to  sacrifico  neither  of  them.  If  the 
Breadth  of  the  Grant  is  to  be  due  North  and  South,  as  tho  Lino 
GH,  in  Figure  C,  we  have  forty-five  Miles  difference  of  Lati- 
tude V)etween  the  two  Sides  of  the  Figure  ;  but  then  wo  sacri- 
fice near  two  Thirds  of  the  requisite  Breadtii.  On  the  other 
Hand,  if  the  Breadth  bo  West-South-West,  as  ^he  Line  EF,  in 
Figure  A,  we  sacrifice  nothing;  for  we  liavo  the  whole  one 
hundred  and  twenty  i\l lies  in  Hreadth  ;  and  the  Ijatitnde, 
North  and  South,  between  the  Ends  of  the  Line  EF  is  just  the 
same,  as  between  the  Ends  of  the  Line  GH,  viz.  forty-five  ]\Iiles 
in  each  Case.  Moreover,  if  we  run  off  in  any  other  Course,  be- 
tween Westard  North  North-AVest.  no  more  Latitude  can  be  got 
than  forty-five  IMilfS. viz.  the  DitTerenceof  T,atitudeb,^tweenthft 
two    Ends  of  the  Front  Line.     Thus  the  Latitude,  North  and 
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South  is  the  same  inall  these  Oases  ;  but  the  Breadth  can  be  pre- 
served in  none  of  taem,  but  b/  running  at  I'ight  Angles  to  the 
Shore.  It  is  therefore  abundantly  plain,  that  this  is  the  true  Con- 
struction of  the  Grant ;  and  much  more  has  been  said  on  this 
Head  than  will  be  necessary  to  such  Readers  as  have  the  least 
Tincture  of  mathematical  and  geographical  Knowledge.  If  any 
Thiiif;  further  might  ho  added,  to  shew  the  Absurdity  of  con- 
struing the  Word  Latitude  into  Breadth  North  and  JSourh,  let 
us  recall  the  Case  already  mentioned,  which  the  Grant  allows 
to  bti  possible;  namely,  that  the  Course  of  the  Shore  had  been 
due  West  Then,  if  the  Word  Latitude  was  to  be  construed 
into  Breadth  North  and  South,  there  would  be  no  such  Breadth 
at  all,  and  consequently  no  Land  granted  ;  and  if  any  Persons 
had  insisted  on  this,  as  the  true  Construction  of  the  Words 
Latitude  and  Breadth,  so  as  totally  to  have  defeated  the  Grant, 
Connecticut  would  have  called  it  a  most  unreasonable  Con- 
struction. Yet  every  Deviation  from  a  Course  at  right  Angles 
to  the  Shore,  i.^  an  Approach  towards  the  same  unreasonable 
Construction,  on  their  Part. 

Butaltho'  the  Words  of  the  Grant  may  be  thus  reconciled,  it 
is  most  probable  that  the  Word  Latitude  was  never  intended 
to  have  -iny  meaning  but  Breadth.  Whoever  drew  up  the 
Grant  to  Lord  Say  and  Seal  had,  without  doubt,  before  him, 
the  great  Plymouth  Grant,  out  of  which  those  other  New  Eng- 
land Grants  were  to  be  carved  ;  in  which  finding  the  Words 
"Latitude,  and  all  the  Breadth  aforesaid,"  used  in  the  same 
Sense,  he  imagined  that  he  ought  to  do  so  likewise.  He  had 
not  sufficient  Knowledge  to  distinguish,  that  in  the  Plymouth 
Patent,  where  Degrees  of  Latitude,  viz  the  40th  and  48th  are 
given  as  Points  of  Beginning,  and  all  that  Latitude  or  Breadth 
to  be  kept  throughout,  the  Breadth  and  Geographhical  Lati- 
tude must  be  the  same  Thing ;  but  that  where  a  certain  Extent 
or  Breadth  is  given  on  the  Shore,  and  that  Breadth  to  be 
carried  throughout,  the  Breadth  and  Geographical  Difference 
of  Latitude,  with  Respect  to  the  Sides,  can  never  be  the  same, 
except  where  the  Course  of  the  Shore  lies  North  and  South. 

By  long  considering  a  Thing  in  one  Point  of  View,  we  con- 
tract a  Prejudice  towards  our  own  Notions.  But  it  is  by  no 
means  a  Rule,  that  all  American  Grants  are  to  lie  due  East  and 
West  in  Length.  They  never  can  do  so,  unless  where  bounded 
by  Parallels  of  Latitude,  if  they  are  to  carry  their  Front- 
Breadth  throughout  ;  some  in  Fact  do  lie  in  other  Directions, 
even  within  the  old  Plymouth  Patent.  Indeed  it  never  was 
supposed  at  first,  that  they  could  all  lie  West.  The  great  Pat- 
ent  to  South  Virginia   expressly  mentions  West    and    Nortli- 
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West  from  Sea  to  Sea.;  making?  Allowance  for 
what  might  be  the  Course  of  the  Shore :  and 
the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  as  long  ago  as  IGoS,  before  they  had 
any  Charter,  supposed  that  the  Lines  from  the  Shore  might  be 
North,  or  North- West,  or  West.  Speaking  of  the  JJutcli  Claim 
of  all  the  Lands  from  Cape  Henlopen  to  Cape  Cod  along  the 
Coast,  they  say,  "fromwhicli,  drawing  any  Ijine  to  the  Nortl, 
"North- West,  or  West,  wholly  takes  in,  or  encroaches  upon,  all 
"tne   united   Colonies."     In  Fact,  Connecticut 

Appendix  No.  XIX.     .,       ,.  ,  i      i  i  u  i       i 

itself,  as  observed  elsewhere,  hasnever  had  any 

Lines  set  ofT  from  the  Shore,  but  North  and  North-North- 
West  ;  or  nearly  at  Right  Angles. 

That  it  was  t  e  original  Plan  of  Government  thus  to  lay  the 
American  Grants  at  Right  Angles  to  the  Shore,  cannot  be 
doubted.  Douglas  says  expressly,  the  first  Notion  wa&  to  "lay 
"out  Settlements  of  one  hundred  Miles  on  the  Shore,  and  one 
"hundred  Miles  back  into  the  Country,  so  as  to  make  Districts 
"  of  one  hundred  Miles  Square. "  But  they  could  not  have  been 
Square  without  running  directly  into  the  main  Land  ;  as  the 
Words  expressly  are.   , 

Douglas  did  not  assert  this  without  the  best  Authority;  for 
the  great  Parent-Grant  of  all,  namely,  the  Patent  to  the  South 
and  North  Virginia  Company  as  already  quoted,  expressly  lo- 
cates the  Lands  to  be  granted,  in  these  Words  "directly  over 
"against  the  Sea  Coast  ;  "  and  directly  into  the  main  LantI,  "by 
"the  Space  of  one  hundred  Miles"— and  this  was  supposed,  in 
the  subsequent  Grant  three  Years  afterwards,  might  be  West 
or  North -West. 

An  Inconvenience,  it  is  true,  arose  in  this  which  was  not  at 
first  foreseen,  or  perhaps  was  not  thought  worthy  of  Atten- 
tion; as  the  Crown  knew  that  if  any  interfering  should. after- 
wards be  found  it  had  a  Power  of  explaining  and  rectifying  its 
own  Grants,  according  to  Reason,  Equity,  and  their  plain  In- 
tention. This  Power  must  have  rested  with  the  Crown,  else  no 
Grants  at  all  could  have  been  made  in  those  early  Times,  till 
a  compleat  Survey  of  the  Coast  and  Country  could  be  made;  and 
such  Surveys  were  impracticable  till  Settlements  were  first 
made. 

The  Inconvenience  I  mean  is  this— that  when  two  given 
Fronts  on  the  Sea  incline  to  each  other,  making  an  Angle  in- 
ward, the  Lines  produced  from  those  Fronts,  so  as  to  keep  the 
same  Breadth,  will  soon  intersect  and  mix  with  each  other. 
Hence  arose  the  Confusion  in  all  the  New-Engiand  Grants; 
whose  Places  of  Beginning  were  not  fixtatPegreesor  Minutes  of 
Jjatitude.  For  had  tliey  been  so  fixed,  and  directed  to  carry 
their  Breadth  or  Latitude  throughout,  no  Contest  could  have 
arisen,  unless  the  same  Latitude  had  been  twice  granted. 
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The  MaRsachusetts  Colony  seein  to  have  been  the  Parent  of 
these  Confusions.  Though  now  retrenched  in  their  Bounds,  they 
were  onire  as  exorbitant  in  their  Claims  as  Connecticut  now 
Sec  Hutchinson's  is.  Tiiey  claim.  Say s  an  early  Writer.  "Fort 
coiiection  ot  I'n-  u^j^anv.  and  Ueyond  it  all  the  Land  to  the 
■iSouthSea.  By  their  tSonth-Sea  Line,  they  intrench  upon 
••the  Colonies  of  New-Plymouth.  Rhode-Island,  and  Connec- 
•ticut;  and  in  the  East,  tiiey  have  usurped  Captain  Mason's 
••and  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges's  Patents." — And  elsewhere — 
•'They  (viz-  Massa(thuS3ts)  take  the  Liberty  to  claim  as  far  as 
•  their  (Jonveuience  and  Interest  direct ;  never  wanting  a  Pre- 
•'teixt  of  Right  to  any  Place  that  is  commodious  for  them— de- 
•' daring  they  do  not  linow  the  Boundaries  of  their  Comiuon- 
••  wealth." 

"It  is,"  says  Dr.  Douglas,  "fretjuently  very  difficult,  and  al- 
"  most  i a. possible,  to  reconcile  the  Letter  and  Boundaries  of 
"two  old  Grants,  because,  generally,  more  was  granted  than 
"had  been  surveyed,  and  perhaps  more  than  had  been  dis- 
"covered  —  Tiierefore,  Lines  were  ili  expressed  — in  loose  and 
•'general  Terms,  and  frequently  interfering." 

To  the  like  Purpose  writes  Mr.  Blome.  as  early  as  1087,  in  his 
Account  of  the  Colonies,  already  quoted.  Speaking  of  the 
great  North-Virginia  Grant,  lie  says,  "this  vast  Tract  of  Land, 
"was  cantoned  and  divided,  by  Grant,  into  many  lesser  Parcels, 
"according  as  Adventurers  presented;  which  Grants.  J>eing 
"founded  upon  uncertain  and  false  Descriptions,  and  Report 
"of  some  that  travelled  thither,  did  much  interfere  one  with 
"another,  to  the  great  Disturt)ance  of  the  first  Planters." — And 
he  savs  further,  "that  Charles  II.  in  l(iG4.  sent  over  four  Com- 
"  mi.^sioners  to  set  Bounds  to  those  that  had  encroaclied  upon 
each  other." 

All  this  is  confirmed  by  the  Commission  itself,  which 'sets 
forth,  that  Complaints  had  been  made  to  the  Crown  of  Dis- 
putes that  liad  arisen  about  tlie  Bounds  of  the  New- England 
Colonies,  und  tliat  Addresses  had  been  made  for  remedying 
the  Inconveniences  arising  on  tliis  Head.  Tlie  following  is  an 
Abstract  of  the  Commission,  with  a  Determination  of  the  Com- 
missioners, respecting  the  Bounds  of  Connecticut : 

"Charles  II,  &c.     To  all  whom,  &c. 

AbKtr.ict  of  the       "  Whereas  We  have  received  several  Addresses 

Conjmis-inn  to  Col-   "from  Our  Subjects  of  several  Colonies  in  New- 

onel     Nk-IioN    and  -^ 

others,  iiir  iienrin-  "  E u"-]an  J  — wl til    their    liumblc    Des'res.    that 

compinintstn  New-  "  \ V H  Vvould  reucw  their  sevcral   Charters,  and 

April  2';.  ]{■/■*.  Krom  receive  them  into  Our  Favor  and    Protection 

New- York  Kccords  "and Several  of  o'jr  Colonies  there.andotheronr 
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"loving  Subjects,  have  complaint; J  of  Differences  and  Disputes 
"arisen  upon  the  Limits  and  Bounds  of  their  saveral  Charters 
"and  Jurisdictions,  whereoy  unnaighbourly  and  unbrotherly 
"Contentions  have  and  may  arisa.  &c — Upon  wliich  Motives, 
"and  a3  an  ['Evidence  of  Our  fathsrly  Affection  towards  all  Our 
".Subjects  in  those  Colonias  of  the  Massachusetts,  Connecticut, 
"New-Plymouth,  Rhode-Island,  and  Providence  Plantation, 
"and  all  other  Plantations  within  that  Tract  of  Land,  known 
"under  the  Appellation  of  New-En;?iand  — We  have  constituted 
"and  appointed.  &c.  Colonel  Richard  Nichols,  Sir  Robert  C^arre. 
"Knr,  CTeorge  Cartwright  and  Samuel  Maverick.  Ksqs;  Our 
"Commissoners  — granting  unto  them,  or  any  three  or  two  of 
"them,  (tho  said  Colonel  Nichols,  during  his  Life,  always  to 
"be  one)  full  Power  and  Authoi  it j' to  liear.  receive,  examine, 
"and  determine  all  Complaints  and  Appeals— and  proceed  in 
"all  Thin^rs  for  settling  the  Peace  of  the  said  Country." — 

One  chief  Design  of  this  Commission  then,  was  to  determine 
Bounds,  where  uncertain  or  disjjuted ;  and  the  Determina- 
tion of  the  Commissioners  when  once  made  was  to  be  final,  as 
well  to  put  an  End  to  Contentions  that  had  arisen,  as  to  pre- 
vent such  as  misht  in  future  arise— All  this  is  further  evident 
See  Ncaic.  Vol.  I.  ^^  *^'®  King's  "  Letter  sent  by  the  Commis- 
p-  SG2.  sioners  to  the  different  New  England  (Colonies; 

in  whieh  there  is  no  Restriction,  liut  in  Case  of  any  great  Diffi- 
culties, to  be  referred  to  his  Majesty. 

With  Respect  to  the  Bounds  of  (lonnecticut.  whose  Charter 
was  absolutely  defective  in  Inmits,  towards  the  West  and 
South- West,  as  has  oeen  fully  shewn,  tne  Commissioners  deter- 
mined as  follows,  viz — 

"By  Virtue  of  his  Majesty's  Commission — We  have  heard  the 
"  Difference  about  the  Bounds  of  the  Patents  granted  to  his 
"Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  and  to  his  Majesty's  Col- 
"ony  of  Connecticut ;  and  having  deliberately  considered  all  the 
"  Reasons  allede'ed  by  Mr.  Allen  sen.  Mr.  Gold,  Mr.  Ricdiards. 
"and  Cant.  Winthrop,  appointe<l  by  the  Assembly  held  at 
"Hartford  October  13th.  16f54.  to  accompany  .John  Winthrop, 
"Esq:  the    Governor  of  his  Majesty's  Colony  of    Connecticut, 

*Tho  Kingtells  tliem,that  "to  the  End  there  may  bonoContcntions 
"and  Differences  among  them  in  Respect  to  tlio  Bounds  and  . Tnrisdic- 
"tiona  of  their  several  Colonies,  lie  liad  sent  Commissioners  to  deter- 
"mine— as  the  Right  might  appear  l\v  clear  Evidence,  or  as  liicycan 
"Settle  it  by  mutual  Consent  of  Parties— Or  m  Case  of  Difhculties, 
"they  siiall  present  the  same  to  us,  who  will  determine  according  to 
"our  own  Wisdom  and  Justice."    Letter  to  Plymoutli  Colony. 
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"to  New- York,  and  to  ag^ree  *  upon  the  Bounds  of  the  said  Col 
"ony,  why  the  said  Long-Island  should  be  under  the  Govern- 
"ment  of  Connecticut,  which  are  too  long  here  to  be  recited- 
"  We  do  declare  and  order,  that  the  Southern  Bounds  of  his 
"Majesty's  Colony  of  Connecticut  is  the  Sea,  and  that  Long- 
"  Island  is  to  ba  under  the  Government  of  his  Royal  Highness 
"the  Duke  of  York — as  is  expressed  by  plain  Words  in  the  said 
"Patents  respectively"'— But  this  Part  of  the  Determination 
is  not  material  to  the  Point  in  Hand— What  follows  is  the  Part 
we  are  concerned  with— The  Commissioners  go  on  and  say  - 

"We  also  order  and  declare,  that  the  Creek  or  River  called 
"Mamaroneck,  which  is  reputed  to  be  about  t  thirteen  Miles  to 
"the  East  of  West  Chester  and  a  Line  drawn  from  the  East 
"Point  or  Side,  where  the  fresh  Water  falls  into  the  salt,  at 
"high  Water  Mark,  North  North-West  to  the  Line  of  the  Mas- 
"sachusets,  be  the  Western  Bounds  of  the  said  Colony  of  Con- 
"necticut;  and  all  Plantations  lying  Westward  of  that  Creek 
"and  Line  so  drawn,  to  be  under  his  Royal  Highness's  Govern- 
"ment,  and  all  Plantations  lying  Eastward  of  that  Greek  and 
"Line,  to  be  under  the  Governuient  of  Connecticut.  Given 
"under  our  Hands,  at  James's  Fort  in  New- York,  on  the  Is- 
"land  of  Manhattan,  this  1st  Day  of  December,  1GG4." 

Richard  Nicolls. 
George  Carteret, 
S.  Mavericke. 
This  Determination  of  their  Limits  was  assented  to,  and  ac- 
cepted   in  the  most  public  and  solemn  Manner,  in  the  Words 
following,  without  any  Reservation  or  further  Claim,  vi/. 

"We  the  Governor  and  Commissioners  of  the  General  Assem- 
"bly  of  Connecticut,  do  give  our  Consent  to  tlie  J^imits  and 
"Bounds  above  mentioned,  as  Witness  our  Hands," 

Gold,  John  WinthroD, 

John  Winthrop,  .iun.  Allyn.  sen. 

Richards. 

The  above  is  taken  from  Copies  of  the  Records  of  New-York, 
inserted  in  the  Council  Books  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  acrrees 
exactly  with  the  Copies  inserted  in  Smith's  History  of  New- 
York  which   he  certainly  took  from  the  public  Records  there. 

The  Author  of  the  Susquphannah  Case,  however,  expresses 
the  Assent,  on  the  Part  of  Connecticut,  dillerently.  But  if 
tliis  Alteration  was  made  with  a  View  of  having  the  Determi- 

*The  Words— "to  agree  upon  the  Bounds  of  the  «'sa;d  Colony- 
are  left  out  of  the  State  ot  the  Case  drawn  up  by  Connecticut,  for  tl)e 
Opinion  of  Council. 

t  In  the  Susquehanna  Case,  they  call  it  twelve  Miles, 
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Aiacion  considered  as  obligatory  upon  Connecticut  only  so  far  as 
New-York  Bounds  were  in  Question,  he  is  unfortunate  in  the 
Mode  of  Expression  ;  for  even  if  the  Assent  of  Connecticut  had 
been  in  the  Words  lie  gives  us,  it  is  equally  strong,  and  that 
not  only  with  Respect  to  the  absolute  Limits  of  the  Colony,  but 
of  the  Patent  itself — The  Words  are,  as  he  gives  them — 

"We  underwritten,  on  behalf  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
"have  assented  unto  the  Determination  of  his  Majesty's  Com- 
"missioners.  in  Relation  to  the  Bounds  and  Jjimitsof  his  Koyal 
"Highness  the  Duke  s  Patent,  and  the  Patent  to  Connecticut.  " 

It  is  indeed  a  nice  Distinction  which  some  have  lately  thought 
of,  that  because  New- York  and  Connecticut  only  were  men- 
toned  in  this  Settlement,  the  Boundary  fixed  couJd  only  be  ob- 
lijratory  upon  Connecticut,  so  far  as  New- York  was  concerned. 
Tliere  is  not  the  least  Gjound  for  this  Distinction.  No  other 
Colonies  or  Powers,  but  those  two,  could  properly  be  men- 
tioned ;  none  else  being  immediately  concerned.  Two  Patents 
were  granted;  one  to  Connecticut,  the  other  to  the  Duke. 
The  latter  included  all  the  Country  from  Delaware  to  Connec- 
ticut River,  formerly  the  Dutch  Claim  by  Preoccupancy.  The 
latter,  namely  Connecticut  Patent, had  no  certain  Extent  along 
the  Coast;  nor  was  it  ever  intended  to  include  any  Lands  with- 
in the  just  Claim  of  the  Dutch  between  Hudson "s  and  Connec- 
ticut River;  but  the  Connecticut  and  New-Haven  Colonies  had 
over-runagreat  Part  of  the  Ijandsinthat  District.  The  Crown, 
by  Conquest,  being  now  solely  vested  with  those  Lands,  had 
the  only  Right  to  parcel  them  out,  and  settle  contested  Limits. 
The  Settlement  so  made  was  absolute  and  conclusive  as  to  the 
Parties  concerned.  "A  North- North- West  Line  from  a  certain 
"well-known  Point  to  the  Line  of  the  Massachusels,  shall  be 
"the  Western  Bounds  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. "—No 
Reservation  here,  nor  Reference  to  any  other  Colony.  It  is  as 
absolute  and  explicit  as  the  other  Boundary,  beyond  which  they 
could  not  go.  "The  Southern  Rounds  of  (Connecticut  is  the 
"Sea"— They  do  not  mean  the  Southern  Bounds  with  respect 
to  New- York,  but  the  absolute  Southern  Bounds  of  Connecti- 
cut. In  the  same  absolute  and  explicit  Manner,  the  Gover- 
nor and  Commissioners  give  their  Assent,  viz — "  We  consent 
"to  the  Bounds  and  Limits  above-mentioned"—"  We  assent  to 
"the  Determination  of  his  Majesty's  Commissioners  in  Relation 
"to  the  Bounds  of  the  Duke's  Patent,  and  the  Patent  of  Con- 
"nectieut. "— That  is,  they  agree  that  the  Line,  fixed  as  above, 
shall  be  the  absolute  Boundary  of  both. 

Had  Governor  Winthrop  and  those  in  Commission  with  him, 
thought  that,  a  hundred  years  afterwards,  their  (Trand-Chil- 
dren  would    claim,  by  Virtue   of   their    Charter,  an    immense 


154  CO^^NECTICUT  CLAIM  10 

Country  West  of  New-York,  they  would  not  have  subscribed 
their  Assant  in  eitlier  of  tiie  Forms  above-mentioned,  but 
would  liave  sai J,  "We  consent  to  the  above  Lines  or  Limits, 
"so  far  Hi  concerns  tije  Duke's  Patent,  saving  to  ourselves  our 
"Ciiarter  Rights  to  tlie  Westward."  Such  a  Notion  would  have 
been  treated  vvith  Ridicule  at  that  Time,  and  certainly  never 
enteretl  into  their  Imagination — On  ilie  contrary,  DJr.  Win- 
tlirop  liad  much  Reason  to  be  pleased  at  tlie  Issue  of  his  Nego- 
ciation  witii  the  King's  Commissioners.  His  lame  and  defec- 
tive Cifarter  iiad  received  a  new  Form  and  Birth,  as  mucli  as  if 
it  had  again  passad  the  Royal  Seals.  It  had  now  got  an  East- 
ern, Southern,  Western,  and  Northern  Boundary;  explicit  in 
Ijength  and  Direction.  He  had  also  got  his  Charter  extended 
Westward  much  farther  tiian  he  durst  propose,  or  express,  two 
Years  biifor3 ;  so  as  now  to  include  New-Haven,  and  the 
Country  from  Mamaroneck  Eastwar<l,  which  had  been  so  long 
contested  with  the  Dutch,  and  had  been  granted  to  the  Duke 
as  Part  of  the  Dutch  Country.  In  all  this,  he  had  the  Ad- 
vantage of  the  Crown-Commissioners,  as  well  as  in  persuading 
them  that  a  North-North-^Vest  I..ine  from  Mamaroneck  would 
kesp  on  the  East  Side  of  Hudson's  River,  whereas  it  would 
soon    have    crossed    it,  and    taken    avvav   the 

Uouslaaand  Smith.  iT->^iii^T.     i.m         •  'i., 

greatest  Fart  or  the  Duke  s  lerritory  so  lately 
conquered  from  the  Dutch.  This  Line  was  accordingly  soon 
afterwards  altereJ,  and  thrown  into  a  Parallel  to  Hudson's 
River  at  twenty  Miles  Distance, being  about  a  North  Direction, 
which  was  finally  confirmed  by  the  Crown,  March  28th,  1700, 
as  tho  Western  Boundary  ot  Connecticut. 

Tiio  Arguments,  no  Doul)t,  made  use  of  by  Mr,  Winthrop,  to 
obtain  such  an  Extension  of  his  Charter  from  the  King's  Com- 
missioners, to  the  manifest  Detriment  of  the  Duke's  Patent, 
must  have  been  the  Agreement  made  with  the  Dutch  at  Hart- 
ford, in  1030;  and  more  especially  his  claiming  the  full  Extent 
of '"  I;ord  Say  and  Seal's  Grant,  as  intended  to  be  included  in 
the  Royal  Ciiarter  to  Connecticut.  For,  upon  no  otiier  Prin- 
ciples can  vvu  account  for  the  Commissioners  fixing  on  Mama- 
roneck, a  Place  exactly  at  one  hundred  and  twenty  Miles  Dis- 
tance, on  a  strait  T^ine  from  Naraganset  Bay,  and  then  setting 
off  North-North-West,  or  at  right  Angles  to  the  Shore;  all 
■which,  we  have  shewn,  the  true  Construction  of  Lord  Say  and 
Seal's  Grant  requires.  Another  Circumstance  which  rendered 
ths  Sottleraent  more  easy,  was  the  Silence  of  New-Haven  Col- 

*  Wo  find  the  same  Arguments  made  use  of  before  the  Crown  Com- 
missioners the  succeeding  Years  respecting  their  Eastern  Limits. 
Appendix  No.  10. 
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ony.  This  they  expressly  say  in  a  letter,  signed  by  their  Sec- 
retary, James  Bishop,  addressed  to  the  Council  of  Connecti- 
<rut,  and  dated,  New-Haven,  December  14,  1604,  only  two 
Weeks  after  the  Determination  of  Limits  by  the  King's  Com- 
missioners. 

Appendix.  No.  ^^*^  have  been  silent  hitherto— "chusing 
■'^'^i'-  "rather  to  sutler,  than  begin  any  Motion  hazard- 

■'ful  to  New-England  Settlements"— We  have  kept  this  Silence 
"according  to  Promise,  notwithstanding  your  seeking  to  bring 
•'us  under  the  rTOvernment  of  yourselves,  wherein  we  have  had 
"no  Hand  to  settle  the  same  ;  and  before  we  had  cleared  to  our 
"<Jonviction  the  certain  Limits  of  your  Charter;  which  may 
"justly  increase  the  Scruple  of  too  much  Haste  in  that  and 
"former  Actings  upon  us"-  Surely  [then]  "you  have  the  more 
"Reason  to  be  full  with  us— seeing  that  your  Success  for  Patent 
"  Bounds  with  those  Gentlemen,  (the  King's  Commissioners) 
"seems  to  be  Debtor  unto  our  Silence  before  them— and  you 
"performing  to  Satisfaction,  we  may  still  rest  quiet"— a  plain 
Intimation,  that  if  New-Haven  chose  it,  they  could  still  break 
the  Charter-Bounds,  as  settled  by  the  Commissioners. 

Indeed,  whoever  will  peruse  the  Remonstrance  or  State  of 
the  Case,  sent  by  New-Haven  ■■■  to  Connecticut  or  Hartford 
Colony,  when  the  latter  served  the  former  with  the  Copy  of 
their  Charter  about  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1GG4,  and  claimed 
New-Haven,  &c.  as  included  in  it,  will  soon  discover  what  was 
their  original  Construction  of  t  he  Extent  of  that  Charter.  The 
Remonstrance  begins  in  a  very  solemn  and  pathetic  Strain  : 
"Honoured  and  beloved  in  the  Lord, 

"We,  the  General  Court  of  New-Haven  Colony,  being  sensi- 
"ble  of  the  manv  Wrongs  which  this   Colony 
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"hath  suffered  lately,  by  your  unjust  Pretences 
"and  Encroachments  upon  our  just  Rights,  have  unanimously 
"consented,  though  with  Grief  of  Heart,  being  compelled 
"thereto,  to  declare  unto  you,  and  to  all  to  whom  the  Knowl- 
'  edge  thereof  may  come,  what  you"  yourselves  do  or  may  know 
to  be  true. 

They  then  proceed  to  set  forth  their  first  Settlement  and 
Purchase  from  the  Indians  at  New  Haven  in  1G87;  the  extend- 
ing of  their  Settlements  on  both  Sides  along  the  Sea,  their 
maintaining  a  voluntary  or  a.ssociated  Government  among 
themselves  for  twenty-six  Years,  without  any  Assistance  from, 
or  Dependance  upon, Hartford  or  Connecticut  old  Colony — who 
never  questioned  tiieir  being  a  distinct  Jurisdiction,  and  hav- 

*Tbi3  Discontent  of  New-Haven  with  the  Connecticut  Charter,  and 
denying  that  tliey  were  in  its  Limits,  is  mentioned  by  Mather, 
Hutchinson,  and  other  New-England  Historians. 
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ing  distinct  Bounds,  fixt  by  mutual  Consent.  They  further 
say  that,  independent  of  Connecticut,  they  had  contended  with 
the  Dutch,  who  claimed  New  Haven  and  all  the  Sea  Coast,  and 
had  erected  the  Armsof  the  Kingof  England,  where  the  Dutcli 
designed  to  erect  those  of  the  Prince  of  Orange;  that  as  a 
distant  Colony,  they  had,  as  early  as  in  the  Reign  of  Charles  I, 
received  a  Ijetter  from  the  committee  for  foreign  Plantations, 
which  they  had  yet  to  produce,  signed  ainonji  others,  by  Lord 
Warwick  and  byljord  Say  and  Seal,  by  which  it  was  clear  those 
Lords  had  no  purpose,  after  New-Haven  Colony  by  the  Sea, 
was  settled  as  a  distinct  Government,  "that  it  should  be  put 
"under  the  Patent  of  Connecticut,  nor  had  you  (continue 
"they)  any  Patent  till  about  two  Years  agi"'— They  tell  them 
further,  that  in  IGM,  they  of  New  Haven  sent  Home  Mr.  Grig- 
son  to  solicit  a  Patent,  under  which  Hartford  Colony  then  sig- 
nified that  they  would  gladly  be  included,  tho'  Mr.  Grigson  was 
drowned  in  his  Way  to  England,  and  the  Matter  could  not  be 
taken  up  again  on  Account  of  the  Troubles  there- -But  that 
Connecticut  now  acted  a  different  Part,  procuring  a  Patent 
withotit  the  Concurrence  of  New  Haven  ;  inay,contrary  to  their 
Minds  expressed  before  the  Patent  was  sent  for;  contrary  to 
the  Promises  made  on  the  Part  of  Connecticut  and  the  Terms  * 
of  the  Confederation  ;  and  without  sufficient  Warrant  from  the. 
Patent  itself,  have  invaded  the  Rights  of  New  Haven,  and 
seek  to  involve  them  under  Connecticut  Jurisdiction— That  in 
1661,  when  Mr.  Winthrop  went  to  England  to  procure  his  Pat- 
ent, they  had  warned  him  by  Letter  not  to  have  his  Hand  in 
so  unrighteous  an  Act,  as  so  far  to  extend  the  Line  of  that 
Patent,  that  the  Colony  of  New  Haven  should  be  involved 
within  it ;  for  Answer  thereunto,  he  was  pleased  to  certify  in 
two  Letters  that  no  such  Thing  was  t  intended,  but  rather 
the  Contrary,  &c— Whicn,  continue  they,  "  made  us  easy,"  who 
else  could  have  procured  a  Patent  for  ourselves,  with  our  own 
known  Bounds  according  to  purchase  [from  the  Indians]  with- 
out doing  any  Wrong  to  Connecticut  in  their  just  Bounds  and 
Limits. 

They  add  further,  '"and  after  the  Patent  was  brought  over 
"and  shewn  to  us,  we  declared  that  New  Haven  Colony  was  not 
"at  all  mentioned  in  it,  and  gave  some  Reasons  why  we  believed 

*By  the  Articles  of  Confederation  between  the  four  Colonies,  alreadj- 
quoted,  it  was  solemnly  covenanted,  that  no  two  of  them  should  be 
included  in  one  Patent  or  .Turisdiclion  without  the  consent  of  the 
whole;  another  Proof  that  Mr.  Winthrop  could  not  mean  to  include 
New  Haven  in  tho  Connecticut  Patent. 

f  Here,  as  was  suggested  before,  is  a  full  Reason  why  Mr.  Wiuthrof* 
gave  bis  Patent  no  Line  or  Extent  on  the  Coast. 
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"that  the  Kinjj  did  not  intend  to  put  this  Colony  unuer  Con- 
"necticut. " 

They  then  tell  Connecticut  (and  they  are  Words  worthy  of 
Notice  by  the  present  Connecticut  Claimants)  "that  they 
took  a  preposterous  Course,  first  todismeniber  New  Haven,  and 
after  that,  treatinj^  with  them  about  Union — which  is,  as  if 
one  Man  "proposing  to  treat  with  another,  siiould  first  cut  off 
"from  him  an  Arm,  a  leg,  and  an  Ear,  and  then  come  to  treat 
"with  him  about  Union" — 

The  Consequence  of  this  Remonstrance  was  an  Appeal  from 
New  Haven  to  his  Majesty,  to  explain  "his  true  Intendment 
"and  Meaning  in  the  Connecticut  Patent,  whether  it  was  tosub- 
'•jectNew  Haven  Colony  under  it,  or  not?" — Mr.  Winthrop,  who 
was  yet  in  England,  found  Means  to  keep  this  Remonstrance 
from  being  presented,  and  wrote  over,  desiring  Connecticut 
to  forbear  "imposing  in   any  Kind  upon  New 
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"Haven,  without  their  Consent,  and  giving 
fair  Hopes  that  all  would  be  settled  to  their  Satisfaction— He 
confesses  his  Promises  not  to  "meddle  with  any  Town  or  Plaxita- 
"  tion  that  was  settled  under  any  other  Government ;"  and  tho' 
he  left  his  Charter  open,  and  in  its  present  defective  State, 
wrongly  thinking,  perhaps,  that  as  it  was  in  such  loose  Terms, 
it  might  be  shoved  West  or  South  as  Circumstances  might  be; 
yet  he  adds,  what  will  be  a  lasting  and  full  Proof  that  New 
Haven  could  not  have  been  intended,  by  the  Crown  at  least, 
to  be  included  in  it,  nor  indeed  by  himself,  if  he  acted  an  hon- 
est Part.  His  Words  are,  "Had  it  been  otherwise  intended" 
(viz.  to  meddle  with  Settlements  under  other  Jurisdictions, 
expressly  speaking  of  New  Haven)  "it  would  have  been  inju- 
"rious,  in  taking  out  the  Patent,  not  to  have  inserted  a  propor- 
"tionable  Number  of  their  Names  in  it." — 
That  the  Crown  did  not  consider  New  Haven  as  included  in 
_       the   Patent,  is  evident,  among  other   Things, 
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from  a  Letter  of  Charles  II,  written  in  June, 
1663,  about  a  "Year  after  the  Patent  past,  signed  by  Sir  Harry 
Bennet,  Secretary  of  State,  directed  to  New  Haven  as  a  dis- 
tinct Colony, requiringthem  in  Conjunction  with  Massachuset;. 
Plymouth  and  Connecticut,  "to  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  cer- 
tain Purchasers  of  the  Naraganset  Country,  in  the  Settlement 
thereof. " 

Mr.  Winthrop  came  over  a  little  before  the  Crown  Commis- 
sioners, and  great  Pains  wf  re  taken  to  spread  Surmises,  that 
all  who  were  not  comprehended  in  any  Charter,  would  fare  ill, 
and  be  subjected  to  arbirrary  Decisions,  respecting  their  Lands 
and  Property.  It  was  represented  too,  that  the  old  Connecti- 
cut Colony  would  be  likewise  brought  into  Danger,  if  any  Dif- 
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Preference  was  due  to  the  latter,  as  being  two  Years  older. 
If  Mr.  Winthrop  had  entertained  any  such  Idea  concerning 
the  pjXtent  of  his  Patent,  can  it  be  imagined  that  he  would 
have  put  his  Hand  to  such  an  absolute  ind  explicit  Settlement 
of  Hounds,  as  that  inserted  above?  It  is  utceriy  improbable, 
and  1  am  wearied  with  pursuing  a  Notion,  so  chimerical  and 
Void  of  all  Foundation  ! 

But  it  will  be  asked  in  the  last  Place — if  such  be  the  true 
Construction  of  the  Charter,  what  must  be  done  with  the 
Words— "and  in  Longitude,  as  t>ie  Line  of  the  Massachusets 
"(Colony,  running  from  East  to  West,  that  is  to  say,  from  the 
"said  Naraganset  Bay  on  the  East,  to  the  South  Sea  on  the 
"  West  Part  ?" 

I  answer,  that  with  Respect  to  the  Word  Longitude,  it  must 
share  the  same  Fate  with  the  Word  Latitude.  If  the  latter 
has  l)een  rightly  explained,  the  former  may  be  easily  understood. 
Longitude  can  only  mean  Length;  and  the  Words,  "on  the 
"West  Part,"  favor  this  Exposition.  And,  even  in  a  geogra- 
phical Sense,  I  believe  it  cannot  easily  be  said,  whether  both 
the  Length,  and  also  the  geographical  Difference  of  Longitude, 
commonly  called  Departure,;  .hay  not  be  at  least  as  great  by 
preserving  the  Breadth,  as  by  s*-  irificing  it. 

With  Respect  to  the  Words— running  "as  the  Line  of  the 
"Massachusets,  &c. "  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  may  make  the 
most  of  them.  We  leave  the  Lines  of  both  Colonies,  as  they 
ought  to  be,  in  the  same  Predicament;  and  believe  that 
neither  of  them  were  ever  intended,  nor  will  ever  be  suffered, 
to  cross  the  Lines  of  New- York,  or  what  was  reserved  by  the 
Crown  as  the  old  Dutch  Rights.  The  Lines  of  the  Massachusets, 
which  are  explicit,  and  have  two  Places  of  Beginning  upon  the 
one  Sea,  have  been  long  since  stopped  by  the  ( -rown,  without 
running  far  on  their  Way  to  the  other  Sea.  The  Lines  of  Vir- 
ginia, which  extended  also  from  Sea  to  Sea,  have  shared  the 
same  Fate,  and  have  been  abridged  in  every  Direction.  All 
the  Remonstrances  of  that  ancient  Colony  and  respectable 
Dominion,  were  of  no  Avail  to  prevent  Lord  Baltimore's  and 
other  Crown  Grants,  from  being  taken  out  of  the  old  Virginia 
Patent.  At  a  Meeting  of  the  Privy  Council,  July  3,  1G33,  we 
find  under >their  Consideration— "the  Petition  of  the  Planters 
"of  Virginia,  remonstrating  that  some  Grants  had  lately  been 
"obtained  of  a  great  Proportion  of  Lands  and  Territories 
"within  the  Jjimits  of  the  Colony  there — And  a  Day  was  or- 
"dered  for  further  hearing  of  the  Parties,  who  are  said  to  be 
"the  Lord  Baltimore,  and  the  said  Adventurers  and  Planters 
"of  Virginia. "  In  the  End,  "Lord  Baltimore  was  left  to  his 
"  Patent,  which  had  been  passed  the  Year  before  ;  and  the  said 
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"  Planters  were  left  to  the  ordinary  Course  of  I^aw  ' — which  cer- 
tainly would  have  given  theui  a  Remedy  against  the  Patent,  if 
his  Majesty  had  not  been  vested  with  a  Right  to  pass  it. 

Col.  Beverly  says  that  "this  Precedent  of  luy  Lord  Balti- 
more's Grant,  which  entrenched  upon  the  Charters  and  Bounds 
of  Virginia,  was  Hint  enough  for  other  Courtiers  (wno  never 
intended  a  Settlement,  as  my  Lord  did)  to  find  out  sometiiing 
of  the  same  Kind  to  make  Money  of;  and  was  the  Occasion  of 
several  large  Defalcations  from  Virginia,  a  few  Years  after- 
wards"—  J 

It  would  be  needless  to  ment'ion  the  Defalcations,  made  also 
from  the  Massachusets  ancient  Claims,  and  many  other  Tran- 
sactions of  the  Crown  in  America;  which,  as  observed  before, 
has  always  been  considered  as  having  the  sole  Right  of  regulat- 
ing the  American  Grants,  according  to  Equity  and  what  was 
their  original  Intention;  naoiely,  the  Settlement  of  the  Coun- 
try under  separate  Jurisdictions  of  practicable  Extent ;  and  not 
the  Reservation  of  immense  Tracts  through  distant  Genera- 
tions, to  be  parcelled  to  for  the  Convenience,  and  under  the 
Wing,  of  any  particular  Colony. 

Connecticut  has  the  least  o'  ill  Claims,  nay  not  even  the 
Shadow  of  a  Claim,  for  any:;Thing  of  this  Kind.  For  if  its 
Charter  could  carry  any  Thing  to  the  South  Sea,  it  would  only 
be  a  Line  "from  Naraganset  Bay  on  the  East,  to  the  South 
"Sea  on  the  West  Part,'' and  not  any  Breadth  of  Country. 
Nay,  before  that  Charter  was  three  Months  old,  it  suiTered  an 
Amputation  by  the  Authority  of  the  Crown.  The  subsequent 
Rhode-Island  Charter  is  extended  twenty-five  Miles  into  that 
of  Connecticut,  and  Paukatuck  River  is  ordered  to  be  the  East- 
ern Bounds  of  the  latter,  "anj'  Grant  or  Clause  therein  to  the 

"Contrary  notwithstanding" — And  the  Crown 
Appendix  No.  IX.  ..-  ij-j*i        xi-i. 

Commissioners  accordingly    did  *  about    three 

Years  afterwards  order  a  "Line  to  be  drawn  Northerly  from 
"the  midst  of  the  Road  going  over  said  Paukatuck  River;" 
which  Line  was  then  fixed,  and  remains  their  Eastern  Bound- 
ary to  this  Da  J'.  And,  thus  we  see  the  Crown,  thought  it  had 
Power  to  limit  them  on  the  East  as  well  as  West  Side,  and  in 
both  Cases  so  absolutely,  that  thej'  acquiesced  in  those  Bounds 
till  now.  And,  here  it  is  worthy  of  being  repeated,  that  from 
both  Ends  of  their  front  Line  the  Crown  set  them  off  North- 
erly, or  at  about  right  Angles  to  the  Shore,  as  required  by 

"•••  It  is  truo  that  Mr.  Winthrop,  after  his  Charter  was  passed,  is  said 
to  have  agreed  to  this  Amputation  ;  but  if  his  Refusal  could  have  pre- 
vented it,  there  is  no  Probability  that  he  would  have  parted  with  a 
Breadth  of  twenty-five  Miles  throughout,  after  having  got  it  at  first 
included  in  his  Grant 

11-VoL.  XVIII. 
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Tjord  Say  and  Seal's  Grant;  by -which  thej' then  claimed  to 
have  their  own  Charter  regulated  and  explained.  By  what 
Rule,  then,  they  can  now  claim  a  Western  Course  from  the 
Shore,  remains  to  be  accounted  for  by  themselves. 

Douglas  had  the  very  same  Idea  (which  is  here  expressed) 
of  tlie  Course  or  Direction  of  the  Connecticut  liines,  viz— that 
they  were  to  run  Northerly  from  the  Shore;  and  that  theii- 
South-Sea  Line  was  only  meant  as  an  Extent  to  the  Massu- 
chusets  Line.  Speaking  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal's  Grant,  he  says— 
"it  run,  as  the  Sea  Coast,  forty  Leagues  towards  Virginia,  and 
East  and  West  from  Sea  to  Sea,  or  to  the  Massachusets  South 
Line." 

Hutchinson  acknowleges  that,  by  the  Extension  of  the  Mas- 
sachusets Line  to  the  South-Sea  — or  until  it  meets  the  Settle- 
ments of  some  Christian  Prince,  it  has  been  urged  that  an 
actual  passing  from  Sea  to  Sea  was  not  imagined  ;  bur  "that  it 
was  so  expressed  from  a  particular  Regard  to  the  Dutch  Set- 
tlement, and  that  a  Line  to  extend  (even)  to  the  Spanish  Set- 
tlements, was  too  extravagant  to  have  been  intended."  He 
adds  what  gives  great  Weight  to  this  Construction — "The 
"  Geography  of  this  Part  of  America  was  less  understood  than 
"at  present.  A  line  to  the  Spanish  Settlements  was  imagined 
"to  be  much  shorter  than  it  really  was.  Some  of  Cliamplain  s 
"People,  in  the  Beginning  of  the  last  Century,  who  had  been 
"but  a  few  Days  March  from  Quebec,  returned  with  great  Joy. 
"supposing  that,  from  the  Top  of  a  high  Mountain,  they  had 
"discovered  the  South  Sea." 

We  all  know  what  were  the  original  Motives  of  our  Ancestors, 
in  the  first  Adventures  to  America.  The  Mines  of  Peru  and 
Mexico  had  raised  the  Attention  of  Europe.  All  the  Lands 
towards  the  South  Sea,  were  considered  as  rich  Repositories 
of  the  precious  Dust ;  and  other  Nations  were  desirous  of  shar 
ing  with  the  Spaniards  in  the  Golden  Harvest.  The  Extent 
of  this  Northern  Continent  wasi  not  known.  It  was  considereil 
as  a  Sort  of  Isthmus,  not  much  wider  perhaps  than  that  of 
Darien  ;  and  the  Voyages  of  the  Circum-navigators  had  been 
in  such  a  Tract  as  not  to  discover  the  Mistake. 

In  the  Year  1608,  the  great  Council  of  Virginia  considered 
their  Country  as  a  Sort  of  Isthmus  of  this  Kind.  They  fitted 
up,  in  England,  "a  Barge  for  Capt.  Newport,  for  Convenience 
of  Carriage,  to  be  taken  into  five  Pieces;  with  which  he  and 
his  Company  were  instructed  to  go  up  James's  River  as  far 
as  the  Falls  thereof,  to  discover  the  Country  of  the  Manakins  ; 
and  from  whence  they  were  to  proceed,  curry- 
ing their  Barge  beyond  the  Falls,  to  convey 
them    to  the  South-Sea;  being  ordered  not  to  return  without 
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a  LiiTiip  of  (toIcI.  a  Certainty  of  the  said  Sea,  or  one  of  the  lost 
Company  sent  out  by  Sir  Walter  Raleigh."' 

The  South-Sea  "vvas  therefore  put  into  the  great  original  Pat- 
ents of  North  and  South  Virginia,  being  considered  as  not  very 
remote  from  the  other  Sea,  and  with  a  View  of  keeping  up  otir 
Claim  to  the  golden  Country.  And,  out  of  these  great  Pat- 
ents, the  Wortl  South-Sea  was  copied  \into  the  derivative 
Grants;  but  certainly  not  with  an  Intention  of  vesting  any 
of  the  Grantees  with  a  Country,  afterwards  found  to  be  at  least 
three  thousand  Miles  across. 

As  to  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  to  which  I  now  return,  I 
have  made  it  clear  that  they  never  had  any  Idea  of  such  an 
Extent  to  their  Charter,  at  the  Time  of  obtaining  it ;  and  I 
shall  now  proceed  to  shew  what  has  been  their  constant  Sense 
of  its  Limits  and  Extent,  from  that  Time  downward  through  a 
whole  Century. 

And  first  I  would  repeat,  what  hath  been  already  observed, 
that  it  is  a  mere  modern  Notion,  that  the  Settlement  of  the 
Connecticut  Western  liimits  by  the  Crown  Commissioners  in 
1664,  was  made  necessary,  not  through  any  Defect  of  Limits 
in  the  Charter  itself,  but  on  Account  of  the  Duke  of  York's 
Patent,  to  which  only  that  Settlement  had  a  Reference. 

It  appears  by  the  Kings  Letter,  sent  to  Connecticut  itself 
with  the  Royal  Commission,  that  Mr.  Wintnrop,  Avhen  he  ob- 
tained the  Connecticut  Charter  in  1662,  was  made  acquainted 
with  the  Intention  of  sending  Commissioners  to  New -England, 
to  settle  their  long-contested  Limits ;  and  those  of  Connecti- 
cut must  have  been  included  among  the  rest;  for  that  Colony 
Had  been  particularly  involved  in  Disputes  about  Bounds  with 
its  Neighbours  of  Rhode-Island,  Massachusets,  New-Haven, 
&c.  The  Duke's  Patent  could  not  then  have  been  in  View, 
as  it  had  not  an  Existence  till  two  Years  afterwards.  The 
Kings  Letter  begins  thus — 
'•Charles  Rex, 

"Trusty  and  well  beloved— We  greet  you  well,  haying,  ac- 
"cording  to  the  Resolution  We  declared  to  Mr.  Winthrop  at 
"the  Time  when  We  renewed  your  Charter,  now  sent  those 
"Persons  of  known  Abilities  and  Affection  to  Us,  viz.  Col.Rich- 
"ard    Nichols,  &c. " 

This  Letter  is  not  entered  at  large  in  the  Connecticut  Re- 
cords;  probably  because  it  differed  in  nothing,  but  this  Intro- 
duction, from  the  circulai'  Letters  of  the  same  Date  sent  to  the 
other  New-Ensrland  Colonies ;  and  which  expressly  mentioii 
the  Settlement  of  Bounds,  &c  as  the  Design  of  the  Commis- 
sion. 

But  to  proceed— When   Bounds  were  thus  fixed,  and  New- 
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Haven  claimed  the  Merit  of  havitig' suffered  the  Connecticut 
Patent  to  be  extended  so  far  Westward,  we  find  the  Connecti- 
cut People  now  venturing  to  speak  out,  and  declaring  what 
had  always  been  tiieir  Expectation  with  Respect  to  the  Extent 
of  their  Western  Bounds— Their  Words  are  worthy  of  being 
remarked — They  give  New -Haven  to  understand  "that  the 
good  Issue  obcaine<l— their  Success  for  Patent  Bounds  with 
the  King's  Commissioners,  was  not  Debtor  to  the  Silence  of 
Appendix  No.  New-Haven  ;"  but  that  the  Bounds  were  only 
-^•■^'11  what  they  liad  hoped  for— 'Seeing  those  Plan- 

•'tationsyou  inhabit  uneaning  New-Haven)  are  much  about 
•the  Center  of  our  Patent,  which  our  Charter  limits."  Here 
we  see  them  exulting  in  the  good  Issue  and  Success  of  getting 
their  Patent  carried  so  far  Westward,  without  any  Idea  of  ever 
going  further;  nay,  calling  New-Haven  the  Center  of  their 
I'atent ;  or,  as  they  afterwards  express  it,  the  Heart  of  their 
Colony. 

This  was  written  about  three  Weeks  after  the  Settlement  of 
their  Bounds  by  the  King's  Commissioners,  and  contains  the 
earliest  and  fullest  Acknowledgement  that  the  Extent  of  their 
Patent  Westward,  '"was  limited"  by  that  Settlement;  for  how 
else  could  New  Haven  be  about  the  Center  of  their  Patent? 
Were  they  to  run  their  Patent  to  the  South  Sea,  would  the  New 
Haven  Plantations  be  its  Center?  On  the  Contrary,  New  Haven 
would  lie  in  tlie  angular  Point  of  the  same,  and  more  than  fif- 
teen hundred  Miles  from  its  Center,  if  they  run  to  the  South 
Sea  iu  any  Direction  but  North  North  West ;  and  then  indeed 
it  would  be  about  the  Center  of  their  Sea  Front,  but  as  far  as 
before  from  the  Center  of  their  Patent. 

Thus  far  as  to  the  Sense  which  the  old  Hartford  Colony  had 

of  the  Extent  of  their  Patent.    New-Haven  Colony,  at  the  same 

Time,  declared   their  Sense  of  their  Western  Bounds,  "It  was 

"conluded,"  say  they,  "at   Hartford,  in   1650,  l>y  the  Commis- 

"sioners    of    the    four    United    Colonies,  that 
Appendix  No.  XX 

Greenwich  and  twenty-tour  Miles  beyond  it, 

"should  belong  to  New-Haven  Jurisdiction  ;  and  thus  were  our 

"Bounds  Westward  settled  by  Consent  of  all."' 

Hartford  and  New-Haven  Colonies,  being  henceforward 
united  under  the  general  Name  of  Connecticut  Colony,  we  find 
thein,  about  the  Vear  1680,  and  before  the  Urant  to  William 
Penn,  answering  Questions,  put  to  them  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
concerning  their  Bounds,  &c  thus 

Quest.  What  are  your  Bounds? 

Ans.  "The  reputed  and  known  Boundaries  are — Massa- 
"chusets  on  the  North,  Rhode-Island  Colony  on 

Appendix  No.   XI.  ,,   .  ,  n  -r  -r      ,  T      <r^  1  ii  f-,       "       1 

the  East,  Long-Island  Sound  on  the   South, 
"and  New-York  Province  on  the  West." 
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Quest.  What  are  your  Rivers? 

Ans.  "Between  the  Naragan.set  River,  our  Eastern  Bound>. 
"and  Mamaroneck  Rivulet  our  Western  Bounds,  are  these 
"Rivers  foUowintj— the  River  Connecticut,  the  Pequot  River, 
"and  the  River  at  Stratford.—"' 

Here  we  see  them,  in  an  Answer  to  his  Majesty's  Ministers, 
expressly  limiting  their  Charter  Bounds  North,  South,  East, 
and  West,  making  no  Claim  or  Reservation  over.  They  men- 
tion their  Eastern  and  Western  Bounds  twice  over,  and  both 
Times  absolutely.  New  York  Province  and  Mamaroneck  Rivu- 
let are  as  much  their  Western,  as  Naraganset  River  is  theii- 
Eastern  Bounds,  In  their  Answer  to  the  tirst  Question,  it 
may  be  said,  because  New-York  Province  is  mentioned,  they 
meant  their  Western  Bounds  only  in  respect  to  that  Province. 
But  what  reasonable  Man  would  put  that  Construction  upon 
Words  delivered  in  such  absolute  and  explicit  Terms?— "New- 
York  Province  is  our  Bounds  on  the  West."'  And  when  they 
mention  their  Western  Bounds  over  again,  in  their  Answer  to 
the  second  Question,  without  any  Relation  to  New-York,  they 
give  Rivers  as  their  Bounds,  viz  "Naraganset  River  is  our  EasT- 
"ern  Bounds,  Mamaroneck  Rivulet  our  Western  Bounds."' 

Further,  when  they  enumerate  the  Rivers  within  their  Col- 
ony, they  mention  as  all  their  Rivers,  only  those  falling  into 
the  Sea  and  Sound  between  Naraganset  and  Blamaroneck. 
They  surely  knew,  in  IGSO,  Delaware,  Susquehanna!),  the  Al- 
legeny,  and  many  of  their  great  Branches,  had  they  then 
thought  that  their  Western  Bounds  were  not  absolutely  fixed 
by  the  Limits  which  they  had  already  mentioned. 

Upon  this  and  other  sufficient  Knowledge,  that  Connecti- 
March  «h    1681     cut  neither  had,  nor  claimed,  any  Right  beyond 

Charter  of  Pennsyl-       ■,  •      •  ^         j         o  j 

vania.  "       the  Limits  fixed  by  the  Crown-Commissioners, 

the  Royal  Charter  of  Pennsylvania  past,  bounded  JNorthward 
unto  the  three-and-fortieth  Degree  of  Northern  Latitude  and 
extending  Westward  five  Degrees  in  Longitude,  to  be  computed 
every  Way  from  Delaware  the  Eastern  Bounds.  It  was  well- 
known  to  the  Crown,  that  this  Grant  could  never  come  near 
the  fixed  and  acknowleged  Limits  of  Connecticut,  but  that  Parr 
of  two  Provinces  lay  between  them.  This  Grant  was  made  to 
William  Penn,  agreeable  to  his  Petition,  on  Satisfaction  for 
large  Debts  due  to  his  Father,  and  as  the  Patent  further  ex- 
presses, "in  Regard  to  his  Memory  and  Merits  in  divers  Ser- 
vices." The  Intention  of  the  Grant  hath  been  answered,  and 
the  Country  settled  and  improved  with  a  Rapidity  never 
equalled  in  any  other  Country  in  America,  or  perhaps  in  the 
World,  during  the  same  Space  of  Time.  Connecticut  saw  the 
Grant  passed,  the  Country  settled  under  it,  some  Parts  of  it 
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(Towards  the  Minisinks)  near  forty  Years  n'^o,  farther  North- 
ward than  wliere  they  have  now  made  their  Intrusions;  and 
yet  ueicher  at  passing  the  Grrant.  nor  for  near  a  hundred  Years 
after  obtaining  tlieir  own  Ciiarrer,  did  they  make  any  Claim 
of  Lands  within  tlie  Limits  of  Pennsylvania.  And  now,  when 
they  have  made  this  Claim,  I  would  ask  them,  Whether  they 
remember  their  own  Arguments,  in  a  similar  Case,  that  con- 
cerned themselves;  and  whether,  V^y  deserting  those  Argu- 
ments, they  will  not  bring  their  own  Charter  into  imminent 
Danger? 

Appendix  No  X  All  those  Lands  between  Naraganset  Bay  and 
uuke  Hamiiions   Connecticut   River,  sixtv  Miles  back    into    the 

for  Part  of  Connec-  ,.,,,-."  , 

ticut.  Country,  which  the  King  granted  to  Connecti- 

cut in  1662,  had  been,  twenty-seven  Years  before,  granted  by 
clear  and  express  Limits  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton.  In  1665, 
they  came  to  defend  themselves  against  the  Duke's  Right  be- 
fore the  Commissioners  of  the  Crown  ;  and  one  of  their  chief 
Arguments,  was  the  Duke's  Silence,  as  to  his  Bight,  for  only 
thirty  Years. 

••  We  have  had  peaceable  Possession,"  say  they,  "these  thirty 
'■  Years,  free  from  the  least  Claim  of  any  other,  that  we  liave 
"heard  of,  to  this  Day  ;  which  persuades  us,  that  if  the  Duke's 
"Highness  had  ever  Right  by  Virtue  of  his  Grant,  yet  that 
"Right  is  extinct  in  Law  many  Y'ears" 

Sir  Francis  Peml)erton,  afterwards  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
King  s  Bencii,  gave  an  Opinion  in  Favor  of  "their  long  unin- 
terrupted possession,  &c.'"  and  they  hold  the  Lands  to  this  Day. 

But  will  they  put  a  thirty  Y'ears  Silence  in  Competition  with 
that  of  a  whole  Century?  Nay,  more  than  a  Century,  so  far 
as  to  any  pul)lic  Act  of  their  Colony,  claiming  in  Virtue  of  their 
own  Charter. 

In  17.i4.  when  they  first  sat  down  on  some  of  the  Susque- 
hanna Lands  about  Wioraing  in  this  Province,  their  Proceed- 
ings were  disclaimed  by  their  own  Colony.  Their  riovernor 
Wolcot  writes  thus  in  answer  to  Governor  Hamilton  on  that 
Subject — 

Windsor,  March  13,  1754. 

—"There  being  now  no  unimpropriated  Lands  with  us,  some 
"of  our  Inhabitants  hearing  of  this  Land  at  Susquehannah, 
'and  that  it  was  North  of  the  Grant  made  to  Mr.  Penn,  and 
"tliat  to  Virginia,  are  upon  a  Design  of  making  a  Purchase 
'•from  the  Indians,  and  hope  to  obtain  a  Grant  of  it  from  the 
"Crown.  But  Mr.  Armstrong  informs  me,  that  this  Land  is 
"certainly  Avithin  Mr.  Penn's  (iranf— if  so,  I  don't  supjKjse  our 
"People  had  any  Purpose  to  quarrel  with  Pennsylvania.  In- 
"deed,  I  don't  know  the   Mind  of   every  private    Man;  but  I 
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"never  heard  our  leading  Men  express  themselves  so  mcUned." 

The  rest  of  this  Letter  relates  to  other  Matters,  excepting 
only  that  it  recommends  the  Connecticut  People,  as  I'ersons 
Avlir.  being  used  to  War  would  be  of  good  Service  on  the  Fron- 
tiers, if  they  could  get  Lands  under  Pennsylvania  or  Virginia. 

Lieutenant  Governor  Fitch,  in  a  Letter,  daied  Hartford, 
March  13,  1754,  also  writes  thus— 

—■•I  do  well  approve  of  the  Notice  you  take  of  the  Attempt 
'  some  of  the  People  of  this  Colony  are  making,  and  the  Con- 
■cern  you  manifest  for  the  general  Peace,  &c.  I  know  noth- 
"ing  of  any  Thing  done  by  the  Government  to  countenance, 
'such  a  Procedure  as  you  intimate,  and,  I  conclude,  is  going 
'•on  among  some  of  our  People— I  shall  in  all  proper  Ways, 
'■use  my  Interest  to  prevent  everything  that  may  tend  to  pre- 
'•judice  the  general  Good  of  these  Governments,  and  am  in- 
'•(•lined  to  believe  this  wild  Scheme  of  our  People  will  come  to 
'nothing,  though  I  can't  certainly  say. 

In  a  second  Letter,  dated  Norwalk, Dec.  29th,  1754,  Mr.  Fitch, 
now  Governor  in  Chief,  writes  thus  to  Governor  Morris— 

"I  should  be  glad  it  was  in  my  Power  to  do  more  Service 
'•than  I  am  at  present  able  to  afford,  to  prevent  the  ill  Conse- 
'•quencesyou  have  so  well  pointed  out,  as  proceeding  from 
'•the  *  Purchase  of  those  Lands  on  Susquehannah,  in  the  Man- 
"ner  in  which  some  People  of  this  Colony  have  presumed  to 
"act— When  Governor  Wolcot  made  puVjlic  Governor,  Hamil- 

*The  Purchase  referred  to,  (in  the  above  Letter  from  Governor 
Fitch)  which  some  people  of  Connecticut  had  presumed  to  make 
from  the  Indians,  without  any  Application  to,  or  Authority  from,  the 
Government  of  that  Colony,  is  said  to  have  been  "about  seventy 
Miles  North  and  South,  and  from  about  ten  Miles  East  of  Susque- 
hannah, extending  Westward  two  Degrees  of  Longitude,"  being  the 
42d  Degree  of  North  Latitude,  and  therefore  wholly  within  the  limits 
of  Pennsylvania.  That  this  Purchase  was  void  in  itself,  and  fraudu- 
lently obtained  from  such  Indians  as  agreed  to  it,  there  is  ample  Proof 
to  be  exhibited  on  the  Part  of  Pennsylvania,  if  such  Proof  should  ever 
be  thought  Material  in  the  present  Dispute.  The  Indians  in  full 
Council,  at  solemn  Treaties  since  held,  have  borne  their  Testimony 
with  the  highest  Indignation  against  this  fraudulent  Purchase,  made 
by  some  People  of  Connecticut ;  considering  the  pretended  Sale  in 
its  just  Light,  namely,  the  Act  of  a  few  Indians,  who  without  any 
Authority  for  the  same,  were  persuaded  when  under  the  Influence  of 
Liquor,  to  put  their  Hands  to  a  sort  of  Deed.  The  person  who  man- 
aged this  Intrigue  is  said  to  have  abjured  the  Protestant  Religion,  and 
Avas  then  strongly  suspected  to  be  in  the  French  Interest.  The  great 
Council  of  the  Indians  well  knew,  that  by  repeated  Treaties,  they  had 
it  put  out  of  their  Power  to  sell  any  Lands  within  the  Royal  Grant  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  any  Persons  but  the  Proprietors  of  that  Province. 
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"ton's  Letter  about  this  Affair,  I  imasined  it  would  have  dis- 
"couraged  the  further  proceediuf?  in  this  Matter— 1  know  of 
"no  better  Way  with  us  at  present  than  to  represent  the  State 
"of  the  Case  in  some  pubHc  Way,  by  which  all  Persons  con- 
"cerned,  may  see  the  Consequences  of  such  a  Procedure." 

Thus  we  see  that  for  almost  a  whole  Century,  (Connecticut, 
as  a  Colony,  has  never  tliout^ht  of  any  other  Western  Limits 
than  the  Lines  fixt  by  the  Crown,  from  about  Mamaroneck  to 
the  Massachusets  Line ;  and  that  as  late  as  the  Year  17/)4,  it 
ap[)ear8  by  Letters,  undf>r  the  Hand  of  two  of  their  own  Gov- 
ernors, that  no  public  Design  had  ever  been  formed  of  inter- 
fering with  the  Limits  of  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  Hazard's  flrst  When  Mr.  Hazard  first  set  this  Scheme  on 
Project  for   a   new    ^..-ci^i  j.  xi-ii  i. 

Colony.  Foot,  his  Settlement  was  to   V)egin  "one  hun- 

dred Miles  Westward  of  the  Western  Boundaries  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; and  thence  to  extend  one  hundred  Miles  Westward  of 
the  River  Missisii>pi  ;"  and  also  to  be  a  new  Colony,  as  appears 
by,  his  Petition  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  and 
his  printed  Articles,  dated  May  2,  ITo.^.  The  General  Assembly 
of  Connecticut  did  not  pretend  that  they  had  any  Right  of 
them.selves,  to  grant  or  settle  those  ]>ands,  or  erect  any 
Government  in  them;  "but  humbly  recommended  the  said 
"Samuel  Hazard  and  tho.se  who  may  undertake  with  him-  to 
"his  sacred  Majesty's  gracious  Notice  and  Favour— if  it  may 
"be  consistent  with  his  Royal  Wisdom  and  Pleasure,  to  order 
"and  direct  the  Settlement  of  such  a  Colony— and  grant  unto 
"the  said  Petitioner,  &c.  such  Ijands,  Rights,  i:c." 

If,  therefore,  they  had  no  Right  of  themselves,  without  a 
new  and  Royal  Grant,  to  settle  Ijands  or  erect  a  Government 
within  the  pretended  Limits  of  their  Charter,  in  Lands  West- 
ward of  Pennsylvania,  wliich  remained  in  the  Crown  ;  how  can 
they  pretend  any  Right  to  Lands  in  Pennsylvania  granted  by 
the  Crown  near  one  hundred  Years  ago,  and  no  Objection  then 
made  by  them? 

Indeed   it   appears  by  an  Act  of  their  Assembly  passed  the 
same  Year,  viz.  1750.  in  favor  of  what  was  called 

Appendix  No. -XXV.     .  ,       ^  i  i    /-i  i       v,  t  i 

the  Siisfjuehannah  Company,  and  where  Lands 
in  Pennsylvania  were  the  express  Object  of  the  Settlement, 
that  they  did  not  even  then  pretend  a  Right  of  themselves 
to  grant  those  Latids,  or  erect  any  -iovernment  or  Jurisdiction  , 
Vjut  in  the  same  Way,  and  almost  in  the  same  Words,  recom- 
mended the  Petitioners  to  his  Majesty — "that  if  it  should  be 
Appendix  No.  ^^^  Roval  Pleasure  to  grant  said  Lands,  and 
x^^'vu.  thereon  erect  and  settle  a  new  Colony,  in  such 

Form  and  under  such  Regulations  as  might  ho,  consistent  with 
his  Royal  Wisdom,  they  take  Leave  humbly  to  reLommend  tin- 
Petitioners  to  is  Royal  Favor  in  the  Premises." 
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The  Consequence  was  what  might  be  expected.  TheappHca- 
tion  was  rejected  as  chimerical,  the  Crown  being  divested  ot 
the  Lands  lonj^  before;  and  they  were  soon  afterwards  or- 
dered to  withdraw  their  Settleement,  whicli  they  did  ;  but  not 
without  being  put  into  the  utmost  Terror  by  the  Indians, 
who  liad  never  given  them  any  Riglit  to  settle  the  said  Lands. 

The  last  Evidence  I  shall  mention  of  what  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  has  ever  held  forth  to  the  PuV)lic  as  their  own 
Bounds,  is  a  Map  jjublislied,  Nov.  24,  1766.  under  t-heir  own 
Direction,  and,  it  i.s  said,  at  their  Expeuce;  dedicated-  "To 
"the  Right  Honorable  the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  his  Majesty's 
"principal  Secretary  of  State,  «&(•."' 

This  Map  or  Plan  is  divided  into  Counties,  Townships,  &c. 
and  underneath  is  written  as  follows; 

"  Explanation." 

"The  Colony  of  Connecticut  is  bounded  West  on  the  Pro- 
"vince  of  New-York;  North  on  the  Province  of  the  Massa- 
"chusets  Bay  ;  and  East  on  the  Colony  of  Rliode-Island." 

But  what  has  happened  in  this  Case,  is  not  without  Prece- 
dent. Men  of  sanguine  Tempers,  who  often  start  a  Notion 
merely  as  a  Point  of  Speculation,  will  think  and  talk  so  much 
about  it,  as,  at  length,  to  persuade  themselves  into  a  firm  Be- 
lief of  the  Reality  of  what  is.  all  the  while,  merely  the  Creature 
of  their  own  Brain.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  I  am  almost 
tempted  to  believe,  that  some  of  the  Connecticut  Leaders  in 
the  Susquehanna  Scheme,  have  at  last  brought  themselves  to 
think,  that,  besides  breaking  through  the  Charter  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, they  can  extend  their  own  lame  and  weak  Charter,  not 
only  over  the  Western  Crown  Lands  and  Crown  Conquests, 
but  also  over  whatever  the  Crown  may  in  future  conquer  or  ac- 
quire from  the  Natives,  or  any  European  Powers,  quite  across 
to  California  and  the  South-Sea. 

With  great  Pains,  golden  Promises,  and  the  Help  of  some 
Law-Opinions  procured,  as  I  shall  shew,  on  a  partial  and 
wrong  State  of  the  Case,  (and  after  all  nothing  to  their  Pur- 
pose) many  Persons  of  little  Property  have  V)een  drawn  to 
their  Side,  and  even  a  Majority  at  last  got  in  their  Assembly, 
who  liave  ventured  upon  Resolves,  and  a  legislative  Act,  of  a 
little  bolder  Nature  than  those  of  17-^5. 

Not  content,  as  heretofore,  w'ith  advising  an  Application  to 
his  Majesty  for  Lands  one  hundred  Miles  West  of  Pennsylvania, 
or  for  re-granting  to  them  Part  of  Pennsylvania  itself,  they 
seem  now  resolved  to  do  all  in  their  own  Right,  by  open  Force, 
and  under  Color  of  their  Charter,  not  only  making  Settle- 
ments, but  exercising  Jurisdiction,  tar  Ijeyond  what  has  been 
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so  lonf?  their  fixed  and  acknowledged  Bounds.  This,  as  far 
as  I  can  understand  them,  seems  to  be  the  Purport  of  the  late 
Resolves  and  Acts  of  their  Assembly.  And  if  1  am  right  in 
this  Construction,  Avhich  their  Conduct  will  soon  shew,  I  think 
it  will  speedily  bring  their  Charter  to  the  Test ;  which  is,  in- 
deed, the  only  Fragment  of  all  the  old  impracticable  New-Eng- 
land Charters  now  left ;  and  it  is  high  Time  (for  the  Peace  of 
America)  that  we  should  know  where,  or  in  what,  its  Strength 
lies?  Or,  whether  immense  Tracts  of  Country  are  to  be  left 
open,  through  many  Generations,  for  Claims  or  Settlements 
to  be  made  by  the  unborn  Progeny  of  Connecticut?  It  is  to  be 
lioped,  that  the  Decision  of  this  may  not  be  left  for  future 
Times  ;  else  it  may  })e  probaVoly  written  in  Blood  ! 

The  Resolves  referred  to,  are  as  follows,  viz. 

"At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of 
"the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New-England,  in  America, 
"holdenat  New-Haven  in  said  Colony,  on  the  second  Thurs- 
"day  of  October,  1773." 

"Resolved,  That  this  Assembly  at  this  Time  "will  assert  their 
"Claim,  and  in  some  proper  Way  support  such  Claim,  to  those 
"Lands  contained  M'ithin  the  Jvimits  and  Bounds  of  the  Char- 
"ter  of  this  Colony,  Westward  *  of  the  Province  of  New- 
•York." 

A  true  Copy  of  a  Record  ;  examined  by 

George  Wyllys,  Seer. 

"Resolved  by  this  Assembly,  that  the  Committee  who  shall 
••proceed  to  Philadelphia,  to  treat  with  the  Honourable  John 
"Penn,  Esq;  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  relative  to  the  West- 
"ern  Lands  belonging  to  this  Colony,  within  the  Claim  of  the 
"Proprietaries  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  do  also  treat 
"with  the  said  Governor,  with  Respect  to  the  Peace  of  the  In- 
"  habitants  settled  upon  said  Lands,  and  to  agree  upon  such 
"Measures  as  shall  tend  to  preserve  good  Order,  and  prevent 
'•mutual  Violence  and  Contention,  while  the  Boundaries  be- 
••tween  this  Colony  and  the  said  Province  shall  remain  unde- 
••  termined." 

Dated  and  attested  as  aV>ove. 

The  Act  of  Assembly  is  of  the  same  Date  and  appoints  "the 
••Honourable  Matthew  Griswold,  Eliphalet  Dyer,  Roger  Sher- 
"  man,  \V  illiam  Samuel  Johnson,  Samuel  H.  Parsons,  Silas  Dean, 
'•  William  "Williams,  and  Jedidiah  Strong,  Esqrs.  to  be  a  Com- 
"mittee  to  assist  his  Honour  Governor  Trumbull  in  stating 
"and  taking  proper  Steps  to  pursue  the  Claim  of  this  Colony 

*This  is  the  first  public  Instance  in  which  Connecticut  ever  men- 
tioned any  Western  Bounds,  but  the  Province  of  New-York  itself. 
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"to  the  Y/estwavd  Jjands  ;  and  any  three  of  them  to  proceed 
"to  Philadelphia,"'  for  the  I^urposes  mentioned  in  the  forego- 
ing Resolve— that  is,  "to  treat  with  Governor  Penn,  and  the 
"Agents  of  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania,  respecting  an 
"amical)le  Agreement,  concerning  the  Boundaries  of  thisCol- 
"ony  and  the  3'rovince  of  Pennsylvania  ;  and  in  Case  they  shall 
"agree,  to  ascertain  the  Boundaries  between  this  Colony  and 
"the  Claim  of  said  Proprietaries,  to  lay  such  Agreement  before 
"This  Assembly  for  ( -onfirmation ;  but  if  said  Proprietaries 
"shall  j)refer  joining  in  an  xVpplication  to  his  Majesty  for  Com- 
"missioners  to  settle  said  Line,  then  said  Committee  are  au- 
"thorized  and  directed  to  join  in  Behalf  of  this  Colon j-  in  such 
"/Application." 

The  Cokmy  of  Connecticut  seem  to  have  ended  where  they 
should  have  begun,  and  to  have  acted  much  the  same  prepos- 
terous Part,  which  New-Haven  accused  their  Fathers  with 
acting,  from  the  first  Moment  they  became  vested  with  a  Char- 
ter;  ^^z.  first  to  "lop  oflf  an  Arm,  a  Leg,  &c,  from  their  Neigh- 
"  bour,  and  then  propose  treating  with  him  about  Peace" — They 
first  endeavoured  to  get  those  Susquehannah  Lands  lopped  off 
from  Pennsylvania,  by  an  Application  to  the  Crown,  and  failed 
in  the  Attempt — They  then  sit  down  upon  them  by  Force,  even 
Southward  of  where  their  Lines  would  probably  ever  reach, 
were  they  to  be  suffered  to  extend  them  Westward,  agreeable 
to  Avhat  they  have  hinted,  would  abundantly  satisfy  them  and 
lastly  they  now  offer  to  treat,  and  keep  Possession. 

The  Gentlemen  who  came  to  Philadelphia,  in  pursuance  of 
the  Appointment  of  the  Assembly,  were  Col.  Dyer,  Dr.  John- 
son, and  Mr.  Strong.  Their  Negotiation  was  chiefly  managed 
in  Writing,  and  with  much  mutual  Complaisance  ;  but  the 
Issue  of  it  was  what  might  have  been  expected — 

Governor  Penn  told  them  that  he  knew  of  no  Lines  that  could 
be  the  Object  of  a  Negotiation  between  him  and  them  ;  that 
their  "Western  Bounds  had  been  fixed  about  two  Years  after 
"the  Date  of  their  Charter,  under  the  Authority  of  a  Royal 
"Commission,  and  solemnly  assented  to,  ratified  and  confirmed 
"by  the  Governor  and  Commissioners  of  their  own  Colony; 
"that,  after  this  Settlement,  the  Grant  of  Pennsylvania  was 
"made  to  William  Penn.  and  that  it  was  not  understood  at 
"that  Time^  by  the  Crown,  nor  by  the  Grantee  William  Penn, 
"nor  by  any  other  Persons  since,  so  far  As  he  had  heard,  that 
"the  said  Grant  any  Way  intrenched  upon,  or  approached 
"near,  any  of  the  New- England  Grants,  till  the  late  Claim 
"  waB  set  up  on  the  Part  of  Connecticut ;  and  that  he  could  not 
"enter  into  any  Negotiations  about  Lines,  without  giving  their 
"Charter  a  Construction  and  Extent,  different  from  what  has 
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"  been  determined  to  be  the  Sense  of  "other  Clharters  of  the  like 
"kind,  nor  witliout  allowing  its  Limits  to  extend  far  beyond 
"those  heretofore  fixed  by  the  Royal  Authority;  that  he  could 
"not  join  with  ihem  in  an  Application  to  the  Crown,  for  an 
"Appointment  of  Commissioners  to  settle  Lines  or  Boundaries, 
"because  that  would  be  admitting  what  he  totally  denied, 
"namely,  that  the  Ijines  of  T'ennsylvania  and  Connecticut  in- 
"  trenched  upon,  or  interfered  with,  each  other;  that  his  Ma- 
"jesty  in  Council,  was  the  only  proper  and  constitutional  Tri- 
"bunal,  for  a  Decision  of  this  Kind;  tliat  he  was  earnestly 
"desirous  of  bringing  the  Matter  speedily  to  this  Issue,  upon 
"such  Petition  as  they  might  prefer  to  his  Majesty;  and  that 
"if  there  should  be  any  Delay  on  their  Part  to  exhibit  such 
"Petition,  the  Pro])rietaries  of  Pennsylvania  will  immediately 
"make  their  Application  to  his  Majesty,  to  take  the  Matter 
"under  his  Royal  Consideration  ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  Time, 
"the  only  proper  Method  to  preserve  Peace,  will  he  for  their 
"Colony  to  use  all  jmssible  Means  for  withdrawing  their  People 
"from  those  Settlements,  which  they  have  made  in  a  lawless 
"and  violent  Manner,  within  the  known  Bounds  of  Pennsyl- 
"  vania.*' 

As  to  the  Charge  in  the  last  Part,  nameiy,  the  lawless  Man- 
ntT  in  which  the  Connecticut  Peofjle  liad  settled  itpon  I^ands 
within  this  Province,  the  Commissioners  replied,  that  the 
"  Violences  which  had  commenced,  were  perhaps  on  neither 
"Side  justifiable  in  the  Degree,  but  on  both  Sides  founded  on 
"a  real  Idea  of  Right  -and  that  Connecticut  had  been  advised 
"that  they  could  not  try  their  Right,  but  upon  the  Ground  of 
"an  actual  Possession,  which  should  put  the  Proprietaries  to 
"such  an  Action  at  Law  for  the  Recovery  of  the  Possession,  as 
"might  bring  the  Title  in  Question."  In  their  Letter  of  Dec. 
24th,  they  offered  sundry  Arguments  in  Support  of  their  Claim  ; 
to  which  rrovernor  Penn  did  not  think  any  reply  necessary,  as 
it  could  not  tend  to  the  Settlement  of  a  Matter  that  must  come 
before  another  Tribunal,  if  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  shall  per- 
sist to  support  those  Intrusions. 

Most  of  the  Arguments  made  use  of  by  the  Connecticut  Com- 
missioners, are  I  think  fully  answered  in  this  Work;  which 
would  be  swelled  to  too  great  a  Length,  if  I  were  to  insert  their 
Papers  entire;  and  I  would  not  attempt  any  Abstract  or 
Abri<lgement  of  them,  lest  I  may  be  thought  not  to  do  them 
Justice.  I  should  have  been  glad  to  have  seen  the  excellent 
Temper  and  Abilities  of  their  I'enman  engaged  in  another 
Cause;  V)ut  he  probably  undertook  this  as  the  Cause  of  his 
Country,  and  in  Deference  to  its  public  Determinations. 

But  altho'  such  at  last  have  been   those  Determinations,  it 
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is  certain  tliat  a  very  large  and  respectable  Part  of  the  Col- 
ony view  them  in  the  Light  wherein  they  are  considered  by  one 
of  their  own  *  Writers;  namely,  as  leading  their  Government 
into  a  Controversy  "that  will  bring  them  under  a  heavy  Load 
"of  Expence,  which  they  are  not  able  to  bear,  without  the 
"most  distant  Prospect  of  Success;  and  which,  if  obtained, 
*•  would  be  of  no  real  Advantage,  as  it  would  drain  the  CJolony 
"of  its  Inhabitants,  lessen  the  present  Value  of  their  Lands, 
"and  involve  them  in  inextricable  Difficulties,  with  Regard 
"to  the  Exercise  of  their  present  Form  of  Government,  which 
"could  not  be  exercised  in  so  extensive  a  Territory.  He  re- 
" minds  them  further  that  this  Dispute  will  not  be  between 
"Connecticut  and  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania;  but  be- 
"tween  Connecticut  and  the  Crown." 

In  what  Sense  the  Crown  has  ever  considered  those  impracti- 
cable South  Sea  Limits,  may  partly  appear  from  the  preceding 
Pages.  There  is  not  one  of  all  those  old  Grants  that  can  now 
claim  its  Parchment  Boundaries.  The  Crown  has  molded  them 
into  reasonable  Shapes  and  Dimensions,  as  their  original  De- 
sign and  the  public  Good  required.  The  great  Plymouth  Grant 
had  hardly  subsisted  a  Year,  Vjefore  it  began  to  be  curtailed 
by  the  Grants  to  Sir  William  Alexander  and  Sir  David  Kirk. 
For,  as  Harris  tells  us,  "it  was  suggested  to  King  James,  that 
"as  the  Tract  of  Country  (within  the  Plymoutn  Grant)  be- 
"longing  to  his  Crowu,  was  not  likely  to  be  ])lanted  in  any 
"reasonable  Space  of  Time  by  the  English,  or  Western  Com- 
"pany,  it  would  be  a  prudent  Measure  to  grant,  under  the 
"great  Seal  of  Scotland,  a  Part  of  it  to  his  Subjects  of  that 
"Country." 

But  further,  what  will  become  of  the  Connecticut  Claim,  if 
it  can  be  shewn  that  even  all  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania  was 
granted  by  the  Crown.  40  Years  before  Connecticut  had  any 
royal  Grant?  and  yet  this  is  certanly  true.  About  the  Year 
lfi23  Sir  Edmond  Ployden  obtained  such  a  Grant,  by  the  Name 
of  New  Albion,  from  the  39th  Degree  of  Delaware  Bay,  for  200 
Miles  towards  New  England.  — Sir  Edmond  made  divers  Efforts 
to  dispossess  the  Dutch,  &c.  and  plant  Delaware  Bay,  and  tlt(i 
Bounds  of  his  Claim  are  very  particularly  described  in  a  Pamph- 
let published  in  1648;  viz.  "Beginning  at  Aqnats,  or  the  Souther- 
"most  or  first  Cape  of  Delaware  Bay,  running  three  hundred 
"Miles  due  West,  and  thence  Northward  to  the  Head  of  Hud- 
"son's  River  fifty  Leagues,  and  so  down  Hudson's  River  to  the 
Bmith  s  History  of  "<^cean,  and  thence  to  the  Ocean  a  cross  Dela- 
New-jersey  "ware  Bay,  with  all  Hudson's  River,  JiOng-Is- 

"land,  or  Pamonke." 

•Connecticut  Journal,  Dec.  3,  1773. 
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This  Grant,  which  Avas  intended  to  inchide  all  the  Dutch 
Claims,  was  the  Foundation  of  the  Dtike  of  York  s  (rrant. 
And  it  is  a  Mistake  to  think  that  tlie  Duke's  Right  in  the  Dutcli 
Country  VVest  of  J)elaware,  was  considered  as  limited  to  the 
District  which  lie  soUi  to  William  Penn.  It  was  even  thouglit 
prudent  to  obtain  from  his  royal  Highness, a  Release  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  Pennsylvania  itself. 

But  that  Connecticut,  or  any  of  the  New  England  Colonies, 
could  extend  their  Lines  into  those  Western  J*arts,  was  never 
imagined.  On  the  Contrary,  at  the  Time  of  passing  the  Penn- 
sylvania Patent,  it  is  well  known  that,  upon  the  ablest  Law 
Advice  given  to  his  Majesty,  "the  Tract  of  Laud  desired  by  Mr. 
Penn  was  considered  as  undisposed  of,  and  the  New  England 
South  Sea  Lines  were  declared  to  be  imaginary  and  imprac- 
ticable. " 

lu  the  Year  1690,  Dr.  Cox  proposed  a  Plan,  and  had  a  Char- 
ter drawn,  for  a  new  Colony  to  "be  from  46°.  80^  North  Lat. 
to  36°.  30^.  and  to  extend  all  along  the  Back  of  Massachusets, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  and  from 
thence  Westward  to  the  South  Sea." 

Sir  George  Treby,  Attorney  General,  the  same  who  advised 
Connecticut  to  resume  their  Charter,  after  its  Surrendry,  ad- 
vises the  King  "that  having  perused  Dr.  Cox's  Draught  of  a 
"Charter,  he  conceived  their  Majesties  might  erect  such  a  Cor- 
"poration  as  was  proposed,  and  enable  them  to  purchase 
"Lands  and  exercise  Government  in  that  Country."  This 
would  have  cut  the  Connecticut  South-Sea  Lines  very  short, 
and  shews  what  Sense  this  eminent  Lawyer  had  of  the  Ex- 
tent of  the  Charter  of  that  Colony  at  the  Time  he  advised 
them  to  resume  it. 

An  eminent  Lawyer  of  a  neighbouring  Pi-ovince  gave  his 
Opinion  in  the  following  words  to  a  Gentlemen  of  Connecticut, 
who  consulted  him  upon  the  first  Rise  of  the  Susquehannah 
Scheme— 

"For  Connecticut  to  Claim  any  Part  of  what  is  West  of  the 
"Line  confirmed  by  King  William  in  1700,  may  be  of  fatal  (Jon- 
" sequence  to  its  Charter,  which  it  has  long  enjoyed  without 
"any  Enquiry  into  its  Validity  ;  but  if  they  disturb  New  York, 
"New  Jersey,  or  Pennsylvania,  it  of  Course  will  set  them  to 
"enquiring  into  its  Validity,  and  to  bring  it  to  the  Test  by 
'■'■  scire  facias,  or  quo  warranto:  and  if  in  the  issue  of  these  it 
"cannot  stand  the  Test,  then  it  may  be  adjudged  void.— and 
"they  by  their  Claims  will  have  acted  the  Part  of  the  Dog  in 
"the  Fable  by  catching  at  the  Shadow,  let  go  the  Substance." 

"When  your  general  Court  shall  seriously  consider  this,  I 
"believe  thev  will  think  thev  have  great  Reason  to  thank  who- 
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"ever  advised  them  to  beware  of  the  Precipice,  which  they 
"must  unavoidably  have  fallen  into,  by  granting  the  Prayer  of 
"that  Petition  with  400  Hands  to  it." 

"I  am  clearly  of  your  Opinion,  that  the  first  Settlement  of 
"the  Bounds  of  Connecticut  in  1G04.  stopped  all  further  Claim 
"westward,  by  Virtue  of  their  Charter.— You  was  perfectly 
"right  in  refusing  the  generous  Offers  made  to  you  to  come  in 
"with  tliose  Purchasers;  for  I  believe  those  Proceedings  wili 
"be  found  not  only  riotous  and  disorderly,  but  a  high  Con- 
" tempt  of  the  royal  Authority." — 

The  original  Letters,  from  whence  these  Extracts  are  taken, 
will  be  found  in  the  Hands  of  Mr.  James  Brown  of  Norwalk, 
if  yet  alive. 

The  same  Gentleman  who  gave  this  Advice  to  Mr.  Brown, 
writing  to  Governor  Morris  of  Pennsylvania,  speaks  thus  of  the 
Connecticut  Claimants— "Vigorous  Measures  will  be  wanting 
"to  nip  tliis  Affair  in  the  Bud— Connecticut  will  amuse  and 
"give  good  Words,  till  a  great  number  be  settled  and  then  bitl 
"Defiance."  If  this  worthy  Gentleman's  long  Experience  had 
not  justified  what  lie  has  here  said,  I  sliould  have  considered 
him  almost  as  a  Prophet. 

But  Connecticut,  it  seems,  has  since  obtained  some  other  Law 
Opinions,  in  Answer  to  certain  (Questions  stated  for  that  Pur- 
pose.    These  must  also  be  noticed. 

"  Question  '[.  Do  the  Words  actually  possessed  and  occupied, 
"extend  to  Lands  on  the  West  Side  of  the  Dutch  Settlements, 
"  which  were  at  the  Time  of  the  Grant  to  James  I.  in  a  per- 
"fect  Wilderness  State,  but  divided  from  the  English  Settle- 
"ments  by  the  actual  Possession  of  the  Dutch?  And  did  the 
"Grant  to  the  Council  of  Plymouth  mean  to  except  in  Favo>' 
''of  Foreigners,  not  only  what  they  had  actually  planted,  but 
"all  to  the  Westward  of  such  Plantation?" 

"Answer.  We  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  Words  actually  pos- 
"sessedand  enjoyed  do  not  extend  to  Lands  on  the  West  Side 
"of  the  Dutch  Settlements,  which  were  at  the  Time  of  tlie 
"  Grant  of  James  1st,  in  a  Wilderness  State,  though  divided 
"from  the  English  Settlements  by  the  actual  Possession  of  the 
"  Dutch  ;  and  that  the  Grant  to  the  Council  of  Plymouth  did 
"  not  mean  to  except  in  Favor  of  any  one,  any  Thing  to  the 
'•'Westward  of  such  Plantations. 

Ohserv.  However  learned  (Council  may  be,  they  can  only 
answer  upon  the  State  of  the  Case  before  them.  It  ought  not 
to  have  been  made  a  Question,  Whether  by  the  Plimouth 
Grant,  the  Crown  intended  to  except  the  Western  Part  of  this 
Continent,  beyond  the  Dutch  Settlement,  in  Favor  of  For- 
eignersi  for  that  was  never  pretended  h\  any  one. 
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There  is  a  Difference  between  excepting  and  granting  ;  and 
the  Question  should  have  been,  Whether  any  Part  of  the  West- 
ern Lands  beyond  the  Dutcli  Settlements  were  ever  granted, 
or  could  possibly  pass,  by  the  Connecticut  Charter?  This  would 
probably  have  brought  a  very  different  Answer  from  the 
learned  Council. 

Question  2.  "Have  not  the  Governor  and  Company  of  Con- 
' '  necticut  the  Right  of  Pre-emption  and  Title  under  the  Crown 
"to  the  Lands  aforesaid,  within  the  Limits  and  Bounds  of 
"their  Patent  aforesaid,  lying  Westward  of  the  Province  of 
"  New  York,  and  not  included  in  the  Charter  of  King  Charles 
"II,  to  the  Duke  of  York,  notwithstanding  the  several  Settle - 
"  ments  of  Boundaries  between  the  Colony  on  tlie  *  East  and 
"the  Province  on  the  West,  made  as  well  by  Agreement  be- 
"  tween  the  Parties  as  under  the  Royal  Authority,  and  not- 
"  withstanding  the  subsequent  Charter  to  Sir  William  Penn. 

"Answer.  The  Agreement  between  the  Colony  of  Connec- 
"ticut  and  the  Province  of  New-York,  can  extend  no  further 
"than  to  settle  the  Boundaries  between  the  respective  Par- 
"  ties,  and  has  no  Effect  upon  other  Claims  that  either  of  them 
"had  in  other  Parts;  and  as  the  Charter  to  Connecticut  was 
"granted  eighteen  Y'ears  before  that  to  Sir  William  Penn, 
"there  is  no  Ground  to  contend,  that  the  Crown  could  at 
"that  Period  make  an  effectual  Grant  to  him  of  that  Country, 
"which  had  been  so  recently  granted  t<>  others.  But  if  the 
"  Country  had  been  actually  settled  under  the  latter  Grant, 
"it  would  now  be  a  Matter  of  considerable  Doubt,  whether 
"  the  Right  of  the  Occupiers,  or  the  Title  under  which  they 
"hold,  could  be  impeached  by  a  prior  Grant,  without  actual 
"  Settlement." 

Obsei-v.  This  Question,  like  the  former  is  what  the  Logicians 
call  Petitio  Principii,  and  would  have  been  needless  if  the  first 
Question  had  been  fairly  stated.  But  the  main  Point  in  Dis- 
pute is  here  still  taken  for  granted,  viz.— That  the  Lands  West- 
ward of  what  was  the  Dutch  Settlement  and  Claim,  did  pass 
by  the  Patent  to  Connecticut.  Two  different  Points  are  also 
blended  and  confounded  together,  namely  the  primary  Settle- 
ment of  the  Connecticut  Bounds  under  the  Royal  Authority, 

*  These  Words  are  bo  printed,  and  if  they  stand  thus  in  Ihe  Original 
State  of  the  Case,  laid  before  the  Council,  it  shews,  how  inaccurately 
that  State  was  drawn  up  because  it  throws  New-York  Eastof  Connec- 
ticut ;  or  rather  Connecticut  West  of  New-York  ;  and  indeed  they 
seem  fond  of  going  West 
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and  a  subsequent  *  Agreement,  if  it  may  be  so  oalled,  in  lOSo, 
whereby  Connecticut  did  not  acquire,  but  were  obliged  to 
yield  Territory.  Connecticut  cannot  call  tlie  first  Settlement 
of  tJieir  Bounds,  in  1G64,  an  Agreement,  when  they  appeared, 
not  to  make  a  bargain,  but  only  as  humble  Suitors  before  tlie 
Kepresentatives  of  the  Crown,  empowered  to  settle  the  defect- 
ing Limits  of  their  Charter,  and  fix  its  absolute  Western  Ex- 
tent. This  is  evident  from  their  own  I..anguage  after  tho  Set- 
tlement, which  theycallagood  Issue,  and  Success  in  obtaining 
Patent  Bounds.  It  retjnired  no  Law-Opinion  to  determine, 
whether  an  Agreement  with  one  Party  (if  there  had  been 
such  Agreement)  would  barr  their  further  Rights  with  re- 
spect to  another.  But  it  was  worthy  of  being  made  a  Ques- 
tion, Wliether  they  now  have  or  ever  had,  any  further  Rights? 

"Indeed  if  ever  they  had  such  Right,  the  learned  Council 
make  it  a  considerable  Doubt  whether  that  Right  would  not 
now  be  extinct  by  an  actual  Settlement  under  a  latter  Grant. 

And  that  such  Settlement  has  been  actually  made  nearforty 
Years  ago.  under  Mr.  Penn's  Grant,  within  what  is  now  the 
Connecticut  Claim,  is  undeniable,  as  has  been  already  observed. 

'"  Question  Z.  What  Course  of  i'roceedings  will  it  be  legal 
"and  expedient  for  the  Governor  and  Company  of  Connecti- 
"cut  to  pursue,  on  the  whole  State  and  Circumstances  in 
"  this  Case,  in  order  to  terminate  all  Disputes  and  Differences 
"  relative  to  said  Land? 

"  Answer.  In  Case  the  Governor  and  Company  shall  in  Point 
"of  Prudence  think  it  expedient  to  make  their  Claim  and  sup- 
'  •  port  it,  it  will  be  proper,  either  amicably,  and  in  concurrence 
"  with  the  Proprietaries  of  Pennsylvania,  or  in  Case  of  the  Re- 
"fusal  of  those  Proprietaries,  without  them,  to  apply  to  the 
"  King  in  Council,  praying  his  Majesty  to  appoint  Commis- 
"  sioners  in  America,  to  decide  the  Question,  with  the  usual 
"  Power  of  Appeal. 

E.  Thurlow^, 
Al.  Weddbrbdrn, 
Rd.  Jackson, 
J.  Dunning." 

Obsem  This  Question  is  not  material,  as  it  relates  only  to  the 
mode  of    prosecuting  their    Claim,  still    supposing  it    justly 

•*It  having  been  found,  as  before  observed,  that  the  Line,  which  the 
Crown  Commissioners  had  been  persuaded  to  fix  for  Connecticut, 
would  cress  Hudson's  River;  New-York  afterwards  obliged  Connec- 
ticut to  begin  at  Byram  Brook,  about  seven  Miles  Eastward  of  Main- 
aroneck,  and  run  such  Course  as  would  keep  twenty  Miles  distant 
from  Hudson's  River  ;  which  made  their  Place  of  Beginnmg  to  about 
the  same  Place  where  it  had  been  fixed  in  1650  with  the  Dutch. 
12-Voi.  XVIII. 
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founded.  But  the  Answer,  has  words  in  it  of  very  niateriul  1  ni- 
port— viz.  if  in  Point  of  Prudence,  the  "  (xovernor  and  Coiii- 
"  pany  of  Connecticut  sliould  think  it  expedient  to  make  tlieir 
"('laiin,  and  snp])ort  it.'  Whatever  Opinion  those  learned 
(ientleinen  may  have  given,  on  the  State  of  tlie  Case  before 
tliem.  witli  Respect  to  the  Point  of  J>aw,  tlieir  Itiea,  as  to  the 
Policy  of  the  Claim,  is  pretty  clearly  intimated.  The  Connec- 
ticut Claimants,  it  is  believed,  will  not  venture,  on  the  foot- 
ing of  their  Charter,  to  contend  before  his  Majesty  in  Council, 
either  for  tlie  Lands  in  Pennsylvania,  or  the  Lands  Westward 
of  that  Province  to  the  South  Sea.  The  Crown  cannot  give 
the  former,  without  allowing  them  a  Right  to  the  latter,  in  all 
their  Extent.  Besides  Defect  of  Limits,  in  its  original  State, 
that  Charter  has  many  other  Defects,  which  it  may  be  prudent 
and  expedient  for  them  to  keep  out  of  Sight. 

Having  taken  this  Notice  of  the  Law  Opinions,  on  which  the 
Colony  of  Connectictit  have  rested  their  Claim ;  it  is  pro{)er  to 
give  the  Opinion  of  a  truly  eminent  Tiawyer  on  the  other  Side, 
which,  it  is  presumed,  will  be  thought  to  have  V)een  grounded 
on  a  fuller  and  more  impartial  State  of  the  Case. 

Opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  Now  Lord  Camden. 

If  all  the  Colonies  in  North-America  were  to  remain  at  this 
Day  bounded,  in  Point  of  Right,  as  they  are  described  in  the 
original  Grants  of  each,  I  do  not  believe  there  is  one  Settle- 
ment in  that  Part  of  the  Globe,  that  has  not,  in  some  Measure 
either  been  encroached  upon,  or  else  usurped  upon,  its  Neigh- 
bours;  so  that,  if  the  Grants  were  of  themselves  the  only  Rule 
between  the  contending  Plantations,  there  never  could  be  an 
End  of  their  Disputes,  without  unsettling  large  Tracts  of  Land, 
where  the  Inhabitants  have  no  better  Title  to  produce,  than 
either  Possession  or  posterior  Grants,  which,  in  Point  of  Law 
would  be  superseded  by  prior  Charters.  Hence  I  conceive, 
that  many  other  Circumstances  must  be  taken  into  Considera- 
tion, besides  the  Parchment  Boundary;  for  that  may  at  thi-^ 
Day  be  extended  or  narrowed  by  Possession,  Acquiescence,  or 
Agreement;  by  the  Situation  and  Condition  of  the  Territory 
at  the  Time  of  the  Grant,  as  well  as  by  various  other  Matters. 

With  respect  to  the  present  Dispute,  the  Western  Boundary 
of  Connecticut  was  barred  at  the  Time  of  the  original  Grant, 
l)y   the    Dutch    Settlement ;  and    the  *  Crown   were    deceived 

♦Since  the  Appearance  of  this  Opinion,  Connecticut  has  said,  that 
the  Dutch  Country  was  excepted  out  of  their  Charter,  and  therefore 
there  was  no  deception  put  upon  the  Crown  in  the  Grant — But  it  is  not 
true  that  there  is  any  Exception  of  the  Dutch  Country  out  of  the 
Charter,  either  expressed  or  unplied. 
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when  they  were  i»revailf^(l  upon  to  convey  a  Territory  wl)icli 
belonged  to  another  State,  then  in  Amity  witli  the  Crown  of 
England.  Besides  this  Objection,  the  Settlement  of  the  new 
]^<mndary  under  the  King  s  Commission  in  1664,  and  what  is 
still  stronger,  the  new  Line  marked  out  by  Agreement  between 
this  Province  and  New-York,  has  now  conclusively  precluded 
Connecticut  from  advancing  one  Foot.beyond  these  Limits. 

It  was  absolutely  necessary  lor  the  Crown,  after  the  Cession 
of  New  Netherlands,  to  decide  the  clashing  Rights  of  the  Duke 
of  York  and  the  adjoining  Colonies  ;  and  therefore  all  that  was 
done  by  Virtue  of  that  Commission,  then  awarded  for  that 
Purpose,  must  at  this  Day  be  deemed  valid  ;  as  the  Nations 
have,  ever  since  that  Time,  submitted  to  chose  Determina- 
tions, and  the  Colonies  of  New-York  and  Jersey  submit  only 
ui)on  Authority  of  these  Acts. 

I  am  of  Opinion,  therefore,  that  the  Province  of  Connecticut 
has  no  Right  to  resume  their  ancient  Boundary,  by  overleap- 
ing the  Province  of  New-York  ;  or  to  encroach  upon  the  Penn- 
sylvania Grant,  which  was  not  made  till  after  the  Connecti- 
cut Boundary  had  been  reduced  by  new  Confines,  which  re- 
stored the  Lands,  beyond  those  Settlements  Westward  to  the 
Crown  ;  and  laid  them  open  to  a  new  Grant.  The  State  of  the 
Country  in  Dispute,  is  a  material  State  Reason  why  the  Crown 
ought  to  interpose  in  the  present  Case,  and  put  a  Stop  to  this 
growing  Mischief.  But  I  doubt  this  Business  cannot  be  ad- 
justed very  soon,  because  Mr.  Penn  must  apply  to  the  Crown 
for  Relief,  which  Method  of  Proceeding  will  necessarily  take 
up  Time,  as  the  Province  of  Connecticut  must  have  Notice  and 
be  heard. 

March  7,  1761.  C.  Pratt. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  think  it  fully  appears  that  the  Claim  of 
Connecticut  Colony  to  Lands  within  the  Limits  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  forcible  Possession  which  their  People  have  taken 
of.  those  Lands,  and  the  Shelter  yielded  by  them  to  the  jjublic 
Violators  of  our  Laws  ;  are  measures  so  little  warranted  by  their 
Charter,  that  the  same  may  yet  be  found  fatal  to  it. 

1  have  endeavoured  to  treat  this  Subject  with  Coolness  and 
Candor,  and  altho'  I  would  have  wish'd  for  more  Time  to  di- 
gest the  foregoing  Arguments,  I  hope  there  is  no  material  In- 
accuracy in  them. 

Until  a  legal  Decision  of  this  Dispute,  it  is  our  Duty  to  main- 
tain our  Possession  and  Right,  even  if  our  Adversaries  had  a 
Colour  for  their  Claim.  But  when  they  cannot  have  the  least 
Hope  of  Success,  but  through  some  Concessions  on  our  Part,  it 
would  be  culpable  to  give  Way.  The  Lands  whereof  they  have 
possessed  themselves,  are  chiefly  private  Property,  taken  up  or 
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purchased  by  many  Individuals  iu  all  Parts  of  the  Provhice  ; 
and  none  among  us  can  wish  to  see  oui*  Country  dismembered, 
or  so  valuable  a  Part  of  it  torn  from  us.  On  the  Contrary,  it 
must  be  the  Desire  of  every  Friend  to  Pennsylvania,  to  see  its 
Laws  and  Constitution  extended  and  supported,  through  its  ut- 
most Limits,  while  ics  Rivers  run  or  Mountains  endure !  These 
were  certainly  the  Sentiments  of  our  (lovernor  and  Assembly, 
when  they  erected  that  Part  of  the  Province  into  a  new 
County  ;  and  even  to  imagine  that  every  future  Governor  and 
Assembly,  would  not  be  actuated  by  the  lilie  patriotic  Senti- 
ments, would  be  injurious  in  the  highest  Degree! 


APPENDIX 


CONTAINING    COPIES    AND    EXTRACTS   OF    SUNDRY 

ANCIENT  CHARTERS  AND  PAPERS  REFERRED 

TO  AS  VOUCHERS.   IN    THE    FOREGOING 

SHEETS. 


Part  L 
To  the  Reader. 

The  Author  acknowledges  himself  indebted  for  this  Appendix 
to  a  worthy  Gentleman,  long  conversant  in  the  Affairs  of  Con- 
necticut;  who,  with  a  Candor  becoming  his  good  Sense,  thinks 
that  neither  the  Interest  of  that  Colony,  or  of  Pennsylvania, 
can  be  served  by  the  Suppression  of  any  Papers  that  can  throw 
Light  upon  the  Points  in  Question  between  them.  He  had 
collected  the  Copies  and  Extracts  for  liis  own  Use,  with  some 
short  Hints  for  connecting  them;  and  1  chuse  to  give  them 
just  as  I  received  them,  though  some  of  them  are  not  made  any 
use  of  in  the  foregoing  Work. 

The  first  Paper  taken  Notice  of  in  this  Apj)endix,  is  the  Grant 

from    Earl  Warwick  to  Lord   Say  and  Seal   and  others.     The 

Earl  of  Warwick  was  him.self  one  (jf  the  Council   of   Ply- 

IGol.    mouth,  in    the  County  «»f  Devon,  but  it  is  said  he   had  a 

Grant   or    Patent   made   to  him,  by  King  Charles  I,  and 
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that  the  same  may  be  seen  inrolled  in  the  Petty-Bag  Offif.e  in 
England— His  Deed  to  Lord  Say  and  Seal  and  others,  is  en- 
tered at  large  on  the  antient  Records  of  the  Colony  of  Coji- 
necticut,  with  a  Caption  as  followeth,  viz. 


No.    1. 

A  Copy  of  the  old  Patent  for  Connecticut. 

"To all  People  to  whom  this  present  Writing  may  come,  Rol). 
ert.  Earl  of  Warwick,  sendetli  Greeting  in  our  Lord  God  ever- 
lasting.—Know  ye,  that  the  said  Robert,  Earl  of  Warwick,  for 
divers  good  Causes  and  Considerations  him  thereunto  especially 
moving,  hath  given,  granted,  bargained,  sold,  aliened  and  con"- 
firmed,  and  by  these  Presents  doth  give,  &c.  unto  the    right 
honourable  William  Viscount  Say  and  Seal,  the  right  honour- 
able Robert  Lord  Brook,  the  right  honourable  Robert    Rich, 
and  the  lionourable  Charles  Fiennes,  Esq;  Sir  Nathaniel  Rich, 
Knt.  Sir   Richard   Saltonstall,    Knt.    Richard    Knightly,    Esq  ■ 
John    Pymm,  Esq;  John    Hampden,  Esq;  John    Humphrey-;, 
Esq;  and  Herbert  Pelham,  Esq;  their  Heirs  and  Assigns,  and 
their   Associates  forever,  all  that   Part  of  New-England. 
1631.    in  America,  which  lies  and   extends  itself  from  a    River 
there  called  Naraganset  river,  the  Space  of  forty  Leagues 
upon  a  straight  line,  near  the  Sea  Shore,  toward   the   South- 
West,  West  and  by  South  or  West  as  the  Coast  lieth  towards 
Virginia,    accounting    three    English    Miles    to    the   League, 
and  also  all  and  singular  the  Lands  and  Hereditaments  what- 
soever, lying  and  being  within  the  Lands  aforesaid.  North  and 
South  in  Latitude  and  Breadth,  and  in  Length  and  Longitude, 
of,  and  within,  all  the  Breadth  aforesaid,  throughout  the  Main 
Lands  there,  from  the  Western  Ocean  to  the  South  Sea,  an<l 
all    Lands   and    Grounds,  Place  and    Places,   Soil,  Wood    and 
Woods,  Grounds,  Havens,  Ports,  Creeks  and    Rivers,  Waters. 
Fishings  and  Hereditaments  whatsoever,  lying  within  the  said 
Space,  and  every  Part  and  Parcel  thereof.— And  also   all   Is- 
lands  lying  in  America  aforesaid,  in  the  said  Seas,  or  either  of 
them  on  the  Western  or  Eastern  Coasts,  or  Parts  of  the  said 
Tracts   of   Lands   by  these   Presents   mentioned  to  be  given, 
granted,  &c.   and    also  all   ]\rines  and    Minerals,    as  well,  royal 
Mines  of  Gold  and  Silver,  as  other  Mines  and  Minerals  what- 
soever,  in  the  said  Land  and  Premises,  or  any  part  thereof,  and 
also  all   the   several   Rivers  within   the   said    Limits,  by  what 
Name  or  Names  soever  called  or  known,  and  all  Jurisdiction.-^, 
Rights  and  Royalties.  Liberties,  Freedoms,  Iinmunitie.-.  Pow  - 
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ei>,  Privileges,  Franchises,  Prehemencies  and  Coniinodities 
whatsoever,  which  tlie  said  Robert,  Earl  of  Warwick  now  hath 
or  had,  or  mij^ht  nse,  exercise  or  enjoy,  in  or  within  any  part 
or  parcel  thereof,  exee})ting  and  reserving  to  his  Majesty,  his 
Heirs  and  Successors  one  fiftli  Part  of  Cxold  and  Silver  Ore. — 
To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  Part  of  New  England,  in  America, 
Avhich  lies  and  extends,  and  is  abutted  as  aforesaid,  and  the 
said  several  Rivers,  and  every  Part  and  Parcel  thereof,  and  all 
tile  said  Islands,  &c.  to  them  the  said  Viscount  Say  and  Seal, 
&c.  their  Heirs  and  Assigns,  and  their  dissociates  to  their  only 
proper  and  absolute  Use  and  Behoof  for  evermore.  In  Witness 
whereof  the  said  Robert,  Earl  of  Warwick,  hath  hereunto  set 
Ills  Hand  and  Seal.  19th  March,  1G31. 


ROBERT  WARWICK."  seai^ 


Signed  dbc.   in 
Presence  of 
Walter  Williams, 
Thomas  Howsoa. 


No.  2. 

Appointment  of  John  Wintfirop,  jun.  Esq;  to  he  Qovernor,  by 
Lord  Say  and  Seal,  etc. 

"Know  all  Men  by  tliese  Presents,  that  we  Arthur  Hasselrig, 
Bart.  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall,  Knt.  Heury  Jjawrence, 
1G35.  Henry  Parley,  and  George  Fenwick,  Esqrs.  in  our  own 
Names  and  in  the  Name  of  the  right  honorable  Viscount 
Say  and  Seal,  Robert  Lord  Brook  and  the  Rest  of  our  Com- 
I)any,  Do  ordain  and  constitute  John  Winthrop,  Esq ;  the 
younger,  Governor  of  the  River  Connecticut,  with  the  Places 
adjoining  thereunto,  for  and  during  the  Space  of  one  whole 
Year,  after  his  Arrival  there,  giving  him,  from  and  under  us, 
full  Power  and  Authority,  to  do  and  execute  any  such  law- 
ful Act  and  Thing  both  in  respect  of  the  Place  and  People, 
as  also  of  the  Affairs  we  have  or  shall  have  there,  as  to  the 
Dignity  or  Office  of  a  Governor  doth  or  may  appertain. 

In  Witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto   put   our  Hands  and 
Seals,  this  18th  Day  of  July,  103.1. 

RICHARD  SALTONSTALL.       ARTHUR  HASSELRIG, 

HENRY  LAWRENCE,  GEORGE  FENWICK, 

HENRY  DARLEY.  " 

Five  Seals  appendant  impressed  in  one  large  Piece  of  Wax. 
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Then  follow  a  Number  of  Instructions. — 

1.  To  build  a  Fort  on  an  Island  near  the  Mouth  of  the  River, 
at  Saybrook,  which  was  done. 

2.  To  build  Houses,  some  proper  for  Persons  of  Quality,  —those 
to  be  within  the  Fort  ;— besides  a  Number  of  Regulations  re- 
specting the  Planting  of  the  Country. 

This  is  the  same  Mr.  Winthrop,  who  w.vs  afterwards  Gover- 
nor of  the  old  voluntary  Government  of  Connecticut,  before 
tile  Charter ;— who  went  to  England  to  obtain  the  Charter, 
and  was  the  first  Governor  under  the  same. 

After  Mr.  Winthrop,  the  above  named  Mr.  Fenwick  was  ap- 
pointed Governor  or  Agent  under  the  Company  of  Lord  Say 
atul  Seal,  &c.  of  the  Fort  at  Saybrook,  and  their  other  In- 
terests.— After  a-while  the  Company,  upon  the  Change  of 
Affairs  in  England,  gave  overall  Thoughts  of  removing  to  New 
England,  and  thereupon  Mr.  Fenewick  sold  to  the  old  Connec- 
ticut or  Hartford  Colony. 


No.  3. 

Abstract  of  a  Deed  from  George  Fenwick,  Esq;  to  old  Connecticut 
Jurisdiction.  —  Thin  Abstract  contains  all  the  Clauses  tJiat 
respect  the  Conveyance  of  Land  as  follows,  viz. 

"The  Fort  at  Saybrook  with  the  Appurtenances  here- 
1(544.   after  mentioned,  viz 

—  All  the  Land  on  Connecticut  River  shall  belong  to 
the  Jurisdiction  of  Connecticut,  and  such  Lands  as  are  yet  un- 
disposed, shall  be  ordered  and  given  out,  by  a  Committee  of 
five,  whereof  George  Fenwick,  Esq  ;  aforesaid,  is  always  to  be 
one.  —The  said  George  Fenwick  doth  also  promise,  that  all  the 
Lands  from  Naraganset  River  to  the  Fort  of  Saybrook,  men- 
tioned in  a  Patent  granted  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick  to  certain 
Noble  and  Gentlemen,  shall  fall  in  under  the  Jurisdiction  of 
Connecticut,  if  it  come  into  his  Power,  for  and  in  regard  of 
the  Premisses,  and  other  good  Considerations." — 

Then  follow  a  Number  of  Covenants  and  Agreements. — such 
as  laying  a  certain  Duty  on  all  Beaver  Skins  and  Corn,  that 
shall  be  carried  out  of  the  River,  to  raise  the  purchase  Money, 
viz.  One  thousand  Pounds  Sterling. —  Mr.  Fenewick  to  have 
Lilierty  to  live  there  ten  Years,  to  have  certain  Grounds, 
Wliarfs,  Ate. 
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^'o.   4. 
Petitioii  to  the  King  for  a  Charter. 

"The  liuiuble  Petition  of  the  General  Court  at  Hartford, 
upon  Connecticut  in  New  England,  to  tiie  hii^li  and  mightj 
Prince  Charles  the  Second, 

■•  Humbly  Sheweth, 

"That  whereas  your  Petitioners  have  not  had  for  many  years 
past,  since  their  Possession  and  inhabitiuf^  these  western 
KiOl.  and  inland  Parts  of  this  Wilderness,  any  Opportunity, 
by  reason  of  tlie  Calamities  of  the  late  Times,  to  seek 
for,  and  obtain  sucli  Grants  and  Letters  Patents  from  your  ex- 
cellent Majesty  their  sovereign  Lord  and  King,  as  might  assure 
them  of  such  Liberties  and  Privileges,  and  snflicient  Powers, 
lis  might  encourage  them  to  go  on  through  all  Difficulties. 
Hazards  and  Expenses,  in  so  great  a  Work  of  Plantation,  in  a 
Place  so  remote  from  the  Chri.stian  World;  and  a  Desart  so 
difficultly  sulxlued  in  a  Way,  iniproveable  for  Substance  but 
by  great  Cost  and  hard  Jjabour,  with  mucli  Patience  and  Care. 

"And  whereas  besides  the  great  Chai'ge  tlicit  hath  been  ex- 
pended by  our  Fathers  and  some  of  their  Associates  yet  surviv- 
ing, about  the  l*urchase,  building  and  fortifying,  and  other 
Matters  of  culturing  and  Improving,  to  a  condition  of  safety 
and  subsistance,  in  the  Places  of  our  pi'esent  Abode  among  th»^ 
Heathen,  whereby  there  is  consideraV)le  and  real  Addition,  to 
the  Honour  and  Inlargement  of  his  Majesty's  Dominion,  by 
the  sole  Disbursements  of  his  Majesty's  Subjects  there,  of  their 
own  proper  Estates,  they  have  laid  out  a  very  great  Sum  for 
the  purchasing  a  jurisdiction  Right  of  Mr.  George  Fen  wick 
which  they  were  given  to  understand  was  derived  from  true 
royal  Authority,  by  Letters  Patent  to  certain  Lords  and  Gen- 
tlemen therein  nominated,  a  Copy  whereof  was  produced  be- 
fore the  Commissioners  of  the  Colonies  and  approved  by  them 
as  appears  by  their  Records.  *  A  Copy  whereof  is  ready  to  be 
presented  at  your  Majesty's  Command,  though,  either  by  Firt- 
at  a  House  where  it  had  been  some  time  kept,  or  some  othei 
Accident,  is  now  lost,  with  which  your  poor  Subjects  were 
rather  willing  to  have  contented  themselves,  than  to  seek  for 
Power  or  Privilege,  from  any  other  than  their  lawful  Prince 
and  Sovereign. 

May  it  therefore   please  your   most    excellent    and    gracious 


*  The  four  Colonies,  Massachusets  Bay  and  Plymouth,  and  the  old 
Connecticut  and  New  Haven,  both  voluntary  Governments,  May  19th, 
1643,  formed  a  Plan  of  managing  their  general  Affairs  by  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  themselves,  who  kept  Records  of  their  Pro<rei'<i- 
ings. 
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Majesty,  to  confer  upon  your  humble  Petitioners,  who  unani- 
mously do  implore  your  liighness's  Favour  and  Grace  tlierein. 
those  Liberties,  Rights  and  Autliorities  and  Privileges,  whicli 
were  granted  by  the  aforementioned  Letters  Patent,  to  cer- 
tain Lords  and  Gentlemen  so  purchased  as  aforesaiJl,  or  whicli 
were  enjoyed  from  those  Letters  Patent,  granted  to  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Plantation,  by  our  Fathers  and  some  of  us  yet  sur- 
viving, when  there  in  our  beginning  inhabiting,  and  upon 
wliich  those  larg**  Encouragements,  Liberties  and  Privileges; 
so  great  a  Tx-ansplantation  from  our  dear  England  was  under- 
taken, and  supposed  to  be  yet  our  Inheritance,  until  the  runn- 
ing of  that  western  Line,  the  bounded  Limits  of  those  Letters 
Patent,  did  since  our  Removal  thence,  determine  our  Lot  to 
be  fallen  without  the  Limits  of  that  so  bounded  Authority. 

"May  it  please  your  Majesty  graciously  to  bestow  upon  your 
liumble  Supplicants,  such  royal  Munificence,  according  to  the 
Tenor  of  a  Draft  or  Instrument,  which  is  ready  here  to  be 
tendered  at  your  gracous  Order. 

"  And  whereas  besides  those  Monies  and  other  Disbursements 
as  aforesaid,  in  Prosecution  of  this  wilderness  Work,  your  poor 
Petitioners  were  forced  to  maintain  a  War  against  one  Nation 
of  the  Heathen  that  did  much  interrupt  the  Beginnings  of 
your  Servants,  by  many  bloody  and  hostile  Acts,  whereby 
divers  of  our  dear  Countrymen  were  treacherously  destroyed, 
and  have  also  been  ever  since,  and  are  still,  at  much  charge 
in  keeping  such  a  Correspondence  of  Peace  and  Amity  with 
divers  Sorts  of  the  Heathen  Nations,  that  are  round  about  our 
Plantations  thus  far  extent  into  the  Bowels  of  the  Country, 
besides  the  Maintenance  of  all  publick  Charges  for  Church  and 
Civil  AflFairs.  which  are  very  great  in  respect  of  our  great 
Poverty. — 

"May  it  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty,  out  of  you»- 
princely  "Wisdom,  to  grant  such  an  Immunity  from  Customs, 
as  may  encourage  the  Merchants  to  supply  our  Necessities  in 
such  Commodities  as  may  be  wanting  here,  for  which  we  have 
neither  Silver  nor  Gold  to  pay,  but  the  Supply  in  that  Kind 
may  enable,  in  due  Time,  to  search  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth 
for  some  Gold  Minerals,  whereof  there  seems  to  be  a  fair  Pro- 
bability, or  produce  some  such  Staple  Commodities,  as  may 
in  future  Time  appear  to  be  good  Effects  of  your  Majesty's 
Goodness  and  Bounty  ;  if  your  poor  Colony  may  find  this  gra- 
cious Acceptance  with  your  Majesty  as  to  grant  their  humble 
Desire,  whereby  they  may  be  encouraged  to  go  on  cheerfully 
and  strenuously  in  their  plantation  Business,  in  liope  of  acoiu- 
fortable  Settlement  for  themselves  and  their  Posterity,  that 
under  your  royal  Protection  they  may  prosper  in  this  Desart  ; 
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they  shall,  as  in  their  acknowledged  Duty,  ever  pray  for  your 
great  Tranquility  and  perpetual  Happiness;  and  humbly  crav- 
ing Leave  they  subscribe  themselves  your  Majesty's  loyal  Sub- 
jects and  Servants  the  (reneral  Court  for  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut in  New-bhigland, — per  their  Order  signed 

DANIEL  CLARK,  Secretary." 

The  l>efore  mentioned  Mr.  Winthrop,  at  that  time  Governor 
of  the  ttntient  (Jonnecticut  or  Hartforil  Colony,  went  to  Eng- 
land with  this  Petition  ;  jimi,  it  is  said,  so  far  varied  the  same, 
as  to  inform  the  King  that  he  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  a 
Deed  from  Jjord  Say  and  Seal  and  (Company,  as  he  expected. — 
The  following  is  a  Ijetter  which  Lord  Say  and  Seal  wrote  to 
him,  when  in  England,  upon  the  Subject. 


No.  5. 
"Mr.  Winthrop, 

"I  Received  your  Letter  by  Mr.  Richards,  and  I  would  have 
l)een  glad  to  have  had  an  Opportunity  of  being  at  London  my- 
self, to  have  done  you  and  my  good  Friends  in  New-England 
the  V)est  Service  I  could  ;  but  my  Weakness  hath  been  such, 
and  ray  old  Disease  of  the  Gout  falling  upon  me,  I  did  desire 
Leave  not  to  come  up  tliis  Winter,  but  I  have  wrote  to  the 
Earl  of  Manchester,  Lord  CluiTuberlain  of  his  Majesty's  House- 
hold, to  give  you  the  best  Assistance  he  may;  and  indeed  he 
is  a  noble,  and  a  worthy  Lord,  and  one  that  loves  those  that 
are  godly. — And  he  and  I  did  join  together,  that  our  godly 
Friends  of  New-England  might  enjoy  their  just  Rights  and 
Liberties;  and  this  Colonel  Crowne,  who,  I  hear,  is  still  in 
Tjondon,  can  fully  inform  you. 

"  (Joncerniug  that  of  Connecticut,  I  am  not  able  to  remem- 
ber all  the  Particulars;  but  I  have  written  to  my  Lord  Cham- 
berlain, that  when  you  shall  attend  him,  (which  I  think  will  be 
best  for  yon  to  do,  and  therefore  I  have  inclosed  a  lietter  to 
him,  in  yours)  that  you  may  deliver  it,  and  I  have  desired 
him  to  acquaint  you  where  you  may  speak  with  Mr.  Jesup, 
who,  when  we  liad  the  Patent,  was  our  Clerk,  and  he,  I  be- 
lieve, is  able  to  inform  you  best  about  it  and  I  have  desired  my 
Ijord  to  wish  him  so  to  do. — I  do  think  he  is  now  in  London  — 
My  Ivove  rememl)ered  unto  you,'  I  shall  remain, 
your   very  loving  Friend, 

W.  SA  V  and  SEAIi." 

December  11,  HiOl.  Thus  directed, 

"For  my  very  loving  Friend  Mr.  John  Winthrop,  living  in 
Coleman  Street,  at  one  Mrs.  Whitings  House,  near  the  Church." 
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No.  0. 

Ahst/act  of  the  C/iarter  of  Connecticut  from  King  Charles  IT. 
••  f 'harles  the  Second  by  tlie  Cirace  of  God  Kiiifj  of  England, 
Scotland.  France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
KiOJ.  &c.  To  all  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come  Greeting. 
Whereas  by  the  several  Navigations,  Discov^eries  and  suc- 
(  e.^sfnl  plantations  of  divers  of  our  loving  Subjects  of  this  our 
iieahn  of  England,  several  Lands,  Islands,  Places,  Colonies  and 
Plantations,  have  been  obtained  and  settled  in  that  Part  of  the 
("ontinent  of  America  called  New-England,  and  thereby  the 
Trade  and  Commerce  tliere,  hath  been  of  late  Years  much  in- 
creased :  and  whereas  we  have  been  informed,  by  the  humble 
Petition  of  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  John  AVinthrop.  John 
Mason,  Samuel  Wyllis,  &c.  being  Persons  principally  interested 
in  our  Colony  or  Plantation  of  Connecticut,  in  New-England, 
that  the  same  Colony,  or  the  greatest  Part  thereof,  was  pur- 
chased and  obtained  for  great  and  valuable  Considerations; 
and  some  other  Part  thereof  gained  by  Conquest;  and  with 
mucli  Difficulty,  and  at  the  only  Endeavours,  Expence,  and 
Charges  of  them  and  their  Associates,  and  those  under  whom 
they  claim,  subdued  and  improved,  and  thereby  become  a  con- 
siderable inlargement  and  Addition  of  our  Dominions  and  In- 
tei-est  there.  Now  know  ye,  that  in  Consideration  thereof,  and 
in  Regard  the  said  Colony  is  remote  from  other  the  English 
Plantations  in  the  Places  aforesaid,  and  to  the  End  the  affairs 
and  Business,  which  shall  from  Time  happen  or  arise,  concern- 
ing tlie  same,  may  be  duly  ordered  and  managed,  we  have 
thought  fit,  and,  at  the  humble  Petition  of  the  Persons  afore- 
said, are  graciously  pleased  to  create  and  make  them  a  Body 
Politic  and  Corporate,  &c. 

'•  And  for  the  better  Execution  of  our  Royal  Will  and  Pleasure 
herein,  we  do,  for  us,  our  Heirs,  and  Successors,  assign,  name, 
constitute,  and  appoint,  the  aforesaid  John  Winthrop,  to  be 
the  first  and  i)resent  Governor  of  the  said  Company,  and  the 
said  John  Mason  to  be  the  D  eputy  Governor,  &c. 

"And  know  ye  further  that  we,  of  our  abundant  Grace,  cer- 
tain Knowledge  and  meer  Motion,  have  given,  granted  and 
confirmed,  and  by  these  Presents,  for  us,  our  Heirs,  and  Suc- 
cessors, df  give,  grant  and  confirm,  unto  the  said  Governor 
and  Company,  and  their  Successors,  all  that  Part  of  our  Dom- 
inions in  New-England,  in  America,  bounden  on  the  East  by 
Naraganset  River,  commonly  called  Narraganset  Bay,  where 
the  said  River  falleth  into  tJie  Sea;  and  on  the  North  by  the 
Line  of  the  Massachusets  Plantatioit,  and  on  the  South  by  the 
Sea:  and  in  Longitude  as  the  Line  of  the  Massachusets  Colony, 
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niiiiiinf?  from  East  to  Wesr,  that  is  To  say.  Iroin  the  said  Nar- 
laganset  Bay  on  the  East,  to  the  South  Sea,  ou  the  West  i'art, 
with  the  Islands  thereunto  adjoining,  kc. 

"And  lastly,  we  do  for  us,  our  Heirs  and  Successors,  grant  to 
tlie  saitl  (jroveriiDr  and  Company, cind  their  Successors,  by  these 
Presents,  that  tliese  our  Letters  Patents  shall  be  firm,  good,  and 
effectual  in  the  J.aw,  to  all  Intents,  Constructions,  and  Pur- 
poses whatsoever,  according  to  our  true  Intent  and  Meaning 
herein  before  declared,  as  shall  be  construed,  reputed,  and 
adjudged  most  favourable  on  the  Behalf,  and  for  the  best  Ben- 
efit and  Behoof  of  the  said  Governor  and  (.'oiupjiny,  and  their 
Successors,  although  exi)ress  Mention  of  the  true  yearly  Value, 
or  Certainty  of  the  Premisses,  or  of  any  of  them,  or  of  any 
other  Gifts  or  (rrants  by  us,  or  by  any  of  our  Progenitors,  or 
Predecessors,  heretofore  made  to  the  said  (iovernor  and  Com- 
pany of  the  English  ('olonyof  Connecticut,  in  New-England, 
in  America,  in  these  Presents  is  not  made;  or  any  Statute, 
Act,  Ordinance,  Provision,  Proclamation,  or  Restriction  here- 
tofore had,  made,  enacted,  ordained  or  j^rovided.  or  any  other 
Matter,  Cause,  or  Thing  whatsoever,  to  the  contrary  thereof 
in  any  wise,  notwit  listanding. 

"In  Witness  &c.  the  tliree  and  twentieth  Day  of  April,  in  the 
fourteenth  of  our  Reign. 

"By  Writ  of  Privy  Seal,  HOWARD.' 


No.   7. 

(Jommission  to  Colonel  Nichols  and  others^  to  Settle  tJie  Bounds  of 
the  New  England  Coloniea,  cf-c. 

"Charles  the  Second,  &c.  Whereas  we  have  received  several 
Addresses  from  our  Subjects  of  several  Colonies  in  New 
1664.  England,  all  full  of  Duty  and  Affecrion,  and  Expressions 
of  Ijoyalty  and  Allegiance  to  us,  with  their  humt>le  De- 
sires, that  we  would  renew  their  several  Charters,  and  receive 
them  into  our  favourable  Opinion  and  Protection  ;  and  several 
of  our  Colonies  there,  and  other  our  loving  Subjects,  have  like- 
wise complained  of  Differences  and  Disputes,  arisen  upon  the 
Limits  and  Bounds  of  their  several  Charters  and  Juri8diction.>i, 
wiiereby  unneighbourly  and  unbrotherly  fyontentions  have 
and  may  arise,  to  the  Damage  and  Discredit  of  the  English  In- 
terest, &c.  ■■ 

—  See  the  Commission  at  large  in  the  Appendix  of  Hutchin- 
son's History  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  page  o87. 
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ISo.  8. 

Jitter  from  King  Charles  II,  Accompanying  the  Covimission, 
dated  April  2'dd,  1004. 

CHARLES  Rkx, 

"Trusty  and  well  beloved,  -we  Greet  yoii  well.  Having,  ac- 
cording TO  the  Resolution  we  declared  to  Mr.  John  Win- 
1664.  throp,  at  the  Time  when  we  renewed  your  Charter,  now 
sent  these  Persons  of  known  Abilities  and  Affection  to 
us,  that  is  to  say.  Colonel  Richard  Nichols,  Sir  Robert  (Jarr, 
Knt.  George  Cartwright,  Esq ;  and  Samuel  Maverick,  Esq; 
our  Commissioners,  to  visit  those  our  several  Colonies  and 
Plantations  in  New  England,  &c." — 

The  Residue  of  the  Letter  was  not  copied,  but  is  supposed 
to  be  in  common  and  usual  Form  of  requiring  a  Submission 
to  them.— This  Letter  is  addressed. — 

"To  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Connecticut  in  New-Eng- 
land." 

Mr.  Winthrop  returned  to  his  Government  as  soon  as  the 
('oramissoners  arrived,  and  attended  them  at  New-York  with 
others,  as  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  General  Court  of 
Connecticut,  in  order  to  get  the  Bounds  ascertained,  and 
which  was  done  as  follow>. 


No.  9. 
Order  of  the  Derree  of  the  Commi^sioner/i. 

"We  have  heard  the  Diflfereuces  about  the  Bounds  of  the 
Patents,  granted  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  and 
his  Majesty's  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  having  deliberately 
considered  all  the  Reasons  alledged  by  Mr.  Allyn,  Mr.  Gold, 
Mr.  Richards,  and  Captain  Winthrop,  appointed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  held  at  Hartford  the  13th  of  October,  1664,  to 
accompany  John  Winthrop,  Esq  ;  the  Governor  of  his  Majesty's 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  to  New  York,  and  by  Mr.  Howell,  and 
Capt.  Young  of  Long  Island,  why  the  said  Long  Island  should 
be  under  the  Government  of  Connecticut,  which  are  too  long 
here  to  be  recited.  — 

"  We  do  declare  and  ortier,  the  Southern  Bounds  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's (Colony  of  Connecticut  is  the  Sea,  and  that  Ijong-lsland 
Is  to  be  under  the  Government  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke 
of  York,  as  is  expressed  by  plain  words  in  said  Patents  respec- 
tively— And  also  by  Virtue  of  his  Majesty's  Commission,  and 
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by  ttie  Consent  of  b^tli  the  Crovernors  and  the  (rentlenien  ubove 
named,  we  do  also  order  and  declare,  that  the  Creek  or  River 
called  Monioronack,  wiiich  is  reputed  to  be  about  twelve  Miles 
to  the  East  of  West  CiiesTer,  and  a  Line  drawn  from  the  East 
Point  or  Side,  where  the  fresJi  Water  falls  into  the  Salt,  at 
liigh  Water  Mark,  North  North  West  to  the  Line  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts be  the  Western  Bounds  of  the  said  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut, and  all  Plantations  lyin^  Westward  of  that  Ci-eek 
and  Line  so  drawn,  shall  be  under  his  Royal  Highness'  Govern- 
ment; and  all  th(?  Plantations  lying  Eastward  of  that  Creek 
and  Line  to  be  under  the  Government  of  Connecticut. 

"Given  un<ler  our  Hand«,  at  James's  Fort  in  New  York,  on 
the  Island  of  Manhattan,  this  1st  Day  of  Decembei-,  1(>()4. 

Richard  Nicolls, 
Ukokge   Cartkret, 
S.  Maverickk.  " 

To  which  the  Commissioners  from  ('onnecticut  subscribed 
in  the  Words  following  : 

"We  the  Governor  and  Commissioners  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  do  give  our  Consent  to  the 
Limits  and  Bounds  above  mentioned,  as  Witness  our  Hands, 

GOLD.  JOHN  WINTHROP, 

JOHN  WTIVTHROP,  JuN.  ALLEN.   Sen. 

RICHARDS.' 

The  Duke  of  York's  Grant  from  King  Charles  II,  among 
other  Tracts, contained  "  Long  Island,  situate,  lying  and  being, 
towards  the  West  of  Cape-Cod  and  the  Naragansets,  abuting 
upon  the  Mainland  between  the  two  Rivers,  there  called  and 
known  by  the  Names  of  Connecticut  and  Hudsons  River, 
together  also  with  said  River  called  Hudsons  River,  and  all 
the  Land  from  the  West  Side  of  Connecticut  River,  to  the 
East  Side  of  Delaware  Bay." — This  interfered  with  Connecti- 
cut, but  being  younger  by  about  two  Y'ears,  was  obliged  to 
give  way--The  Duke's  Grant  bears  Date  the  13th  of  March, 
1664. 

"Whether  the  Bounds  of  Connecticut  on  the  East  were  settled 
at  this  Time  is  not  oertain,  but  it  is  agreed  on  all  Hands,  that 
they  were  very  antiently  fixtatPaukatuck  River,  about  twenty- 
five  Miles  West  of  Narraganset  River  or  Bay  mentioned  in  the 
Charter,  and  have  so  remained  ever  since. — The  Occasion  of 
which  we  have  told  to  us  by  the  following  Clause,  in  the  Char- 
ter of  Rhode  Island  Colony,  and  which  is  about  three  IMonths 
younger  than  that  of  Connecticut.  The  Charter  of  that  Col- 
ony, after  bounding  the  Lands  on  the  West  Avith  the  afore- 
said Paukatuck  River,  savs  the  same  shall  be  held  to  them,  &c. 
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"Any  Grant,  or  Clause  in  a  late  Grant,  to  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  Connecticut  Colony  in  America,  to  the  Contrary 
thereof,  in  any  wise  notwithstanding^  The  aforesaid  Pauka- 
tuck  Kiver,  *  having  l»een_  yielded,  after  much  Debate,  for  the 
fixed  and  certan  Bounds,  between  these  our  said  Colonies  by 
the  Agents  thereof,  who  have  also  agreed,  that  the  said  Pauk- 
atuck  River,  shall  be  also  called,  alias  Naraganset  River,  and 
to  prevent  future  Disputes,  that  otherwise  might  arise,  for 
ever  hereafter  shall  be  construed,  deemed,  and  taken  to  be  the 
Naraganset  River,  in  onr  late  Grant  to  Connecticut  Colony, 
mentioned,  as  the  Easterly  Bounds  of  that  Colony." 

It  is  said  John  VVinthrop,  Esq  ;  of  New  London  in  CyOnnecti- 
cut,  a  Descendant  of  the  before  mentioned  Governor  Win- 
throp,  has  in  his  Possession,  a  Letter  of  the  said  Governor  wrote 
from  England  giving  an  Account  that  he  had  been  obliged  to 
yield  before  the  King  and  Council,  in  favour  of  a  Mr.  Clarke 
who  is  named  in  the  Rhode-Island  Charter,  the  Naraganset 
Country,  lying  between  Paukatuck  River  on  the  West,  and 
Naraganset  River,  or  Bay,  on  the  East,  on  the  Ground,  that 
the  said  Mr.  Clark,  and  his  Associates,  had  purchased  the 
native  Right  of  the  Indians. —Mr.  Fenwick  in  his  Deed  to  old 
Connecticut  Jurisdiction,  engages  to  procure  this  Territory, 
if  it  shall  be  in  his  Power. — 

Duke  Hamilton  in  1635  obtained  a  Grant  of  all  the  Land  ly- 
ing between  Naraganset  Bay  and  Connecticut  River,  and  sixty 
Miles  back  into  the  Country.— His  Claim  came  under  Consid- 
eration Vjefore  Commissioners  of  the  Crown  in  1665,  the  De- 
fence on  the  Part  of  Connecticut  was  as  follows. 


No.  10. 
"We  humbly  conceive  that  the  original  Patent  granted  from 
royal  Authority  to  the   Lord    Say  and   Seal  and  others, 
1665.    Nobles   and  Gentlemen,  which  we  purchased  at  a  dear 
Rate,  is   lately  ratifyed  and  confirmed    by  our   gracious 
Sovereign,  under  the  broad  Seal  of   England,  the   most  abso- 
lute and  unquestonable   Security  of  the  English  Subjects,  in 
which   Grant    the  Lands  forementioned  are  comprized.  — The 

*See  Hutchinson's  Vol.  Collection  of  Papers,  page  414.  "  Narrative 
of  the  Commissioners  from  England  about  New  England,  speaking 
of  Connecticut,"  they  sav,  "Their  Eastern  Bounds  are  determined  to 
"be  a  Lino  drawn  Westward  (should  be  Northward)  from  the  Midst 
"of  the  Road  going  over  Paukatuck   River  near  to  Sbaw's   House," 
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(irant  to  Connecticut  was  precedent  to  tliat  of  Duke  Hamil- 
ton, several  Years,  wiiich  gives  us  to  conclude,  that  Propriety 
of  Title,  will  be  settled  upon  Priority  of  Grant. — The  Bounds 
of  our  Ciiarter,  as  to  the  Eastern  Limits,  are  not  newly  de- 
vised, but  was  so  described  in  a  Grant  made  formerly  to  some 
Lords  and  Gentlemen,  bearing  Date  1631,  which  at  a  dear 
Rate  was  purchased  by  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  which 
Grant,  though  so  purchased,  we  were  unwilhng  to  rely  upon, 
it  wanting  a  royal  Stamp. — 

"We  have  had  peaceable  Possession  these  thirty  Years,  free 
from  the  least  Claim  of  any  other  that  ever  we  heard  of  to  this 
Day,  which  persuades  us  that  if  the  Duke's  Highness  had  ever 
Kight  by  Virtue  of  his  (irant,  yet  that  Right  pretented  is  ex- 
tent in  liaw  many  Years,  since  his  Majesty  our  gracious  Sov- 
ereign was  ])leased  of  his  abundant  Power  and  Grace  to  his 
Subjects  of  this  Colony,  so  far  to  declare  his  free  Reception  of 
the  Reasons  forementioned,  of  our  Purchase  made  and  Con- 
quest recovered,  and  likewise  by  our  Improvements  and  La- 
bour bestowed  upon  those  Lands,  as  to  insert  them  asMotives 
to  that  late  Renewal  of  our  Charter. — 

"It  was  conquered  by  the  People  of  Connecticut. 

"We  have  had  peaceaVjle  Possession  thirty  Years. 

This  Defence  bears  Date  March  25,  1605. 

Opinion  of  Council. 

"I  am  of  Opinion,  that  these  Purchasers,  by  Virtue  of  their 

Purchase,  and  so  long  uninterrupted   Possession   under 

1665.    them,    have   an    undoubted    Right   and    Title  to    these 

Groundsand  Lands,  and  the  Buildingsand  Improvements 

of  them,  and  ought  not  now,  after  so  much  money  laid  out 

upon  them,  and  such  Enjoyment  of  them,  be  disturbed  in  their 

Possession  of  them. 

FRA.   PEMBERTON." 


No.    11. 
Queries  from  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  Answers- 
"What  are  your  Bounds? 

"Answer.   The  reputed  and  known  Boundaries  are  the  Massa- 
chusetts on  the  North  ;  Rhode  Island  Colony  on  the  East  ; 
1680.   Long-Island  Sound  on  the   South  ;  and  New-York  Pro- 
vince on  the  West :  No  Points   thereof  are  disputed,  ex- 
cept some  Part  of  the  dividing  Line  betwixt  this  Colony  and 
New-York. 

"What  are  your  Rivers? 

"Answer.  Bet  ween  the  Narraganset  River  our  eastern  Pounds, 
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and  Maroneck  Rivulet  our  Western  Bounds,  are  these  Rivera 
following— the  River  of  Connecticut— the  Pequot  River  at  New- 
London,  and  the  River  at  Stratford." 

It  being  found,  that  the  line  settled  by  the  Commissioners 
running  N.  N.  W.  from  Maroneck  River,  crossed  Hudson  River 
;il)out  forty  or  fifty  Miles  above  the  City  of  New  York;  that 
(Government  never  left  importuning  the  Government  of  Con- 
necticut, until  tliey  brought  them  to  agree  to  a  new  Line 
about  seven  Miles  to  the  Eastward  at  the  Sea;  and  to  run 
Northward  at  the  Distance  of  twenty  Miles ;  East  of  every  Part 
of  Hudson's  River,  up  to  the  Massachusetts  South  Line.  —This 
Line  begins  at  the  Mouth  of  Byrum  River,  and  after  taking 
several  Turns,  in  order  to  include  to  Connecticut  certain 
Towns  planted  by  them,  proceeds  Northward,  asbefore- 
1683.  mentioned.  This  Line  was  agreed  upon  in  1083,  was  con- 
firmed by  the  Crown  in  1700,  but  not  measured  out,  and 
carried  into  Execution,  until  sometime  about  the  Year  1733, 
when  a  Deed  of  Release  was  executed  on  the  Part  of  Connec- 
ticut to  the  Government  of  New- York,  of  all  the  Lands  in  that 
Province,  lying  to  the  Westward  of  that  Line. 


APPENDIX— Part  II. 


No.  12. 
Extracts  J rom  the  Records  of  the  Old  Colony  of  New- Haven. 

"  At  a  General  Court,  held  at  New-Haven,  the  11th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1(544 

"Whereab  the  General  Court  for  this  Jurisdiction,  did  see 
Cause  to  put  forth  their  be:^t  Endeavours  to  procure  a  Patent 
from  the  Parliament,  as  judging  it  a  fit  Season  now  for  that 
Bmd)  therefore  desired  Mr.  Gregson  to  undertake  the  Voyage 
and  Business,  and  agreed  to  furnish  him  Two  Hundred  Pounds 
in  this  Jurisdiction,  of  which,  in  Proportion  to  the  other  Plan- 
tation?, New-Haven  is  to  pay  One  Hundred  and  Ten  Pounds 
in  good  merchantable  Baaver  — It  was  therefore  ordered,  that 
The  said  One  Hundred  and  Ten  Pounds  shall  be  procured  at 
the  Charge  of  the  Town,  to  stand  to  the  Terms,  and  beai-  the 
Damage  that  may  come  thereby." 
13- Vol.  XVIIL 
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No.  13. 


"  It  ia  ordered,  that  upon  tho  Admittance  of  any  Man,  as  a 
Planter  into  any  I'lantation  in  this  Jurisdiction,  the 
1654.  fundamental  Laws  and  Orders,  concerning  Votes,  &c. 
shall  be  read  to  them,  and  if  approved,  the  Oath  of  Fi- 
delity shall  be  administered  to  them  ;  the  Plantation  which 
is  to  receive  them  being  satisfied  in  other  Particulars  by  a  sat- 
isfying Certificate  from  sufficient  credible  Persons  of  their  good 
Behaviour  and  Conversation. 

"The  Governor  informed  the  Court,  that  Mr.  Leveridge  had 
been  with  him,  and  propounded  to  know  whether  their  Plan- 
tation at  Oyster  Bay  might  not  join  and  be  admitted  a  Member 
Of  this  Colony;  He  also  plropnunded  some  Objections  about  a 
Patent,  about  public  Charges  in  this  Jurisdiction  above  others, 
with  something  about  keeping  Courts  at  their  own  Plantation  ; 
all  which  was  answered,  so  as  he  objected  no  further,  but  de- 
Sired  to  know,  if  upon  further  Speech  with  their  Town,  they 
desire  to  be  received,  whether  it  might  be  done  without  the 
general  Courts  meeting  again.  The  Court  considered  of  what 
was  propounded,  and  declared,  that  if  upon  their  full  Under- 
standing the  fundamental  Laws  and  Orders  for  Government 
here  established,  they  shall  desire  to  join,  and  that  they  do 
upon  their  Admittance  take  the  Oath  of  Fidelity  as  before 
ordered,  and  in  a  Writing  subscribed  by  them,  solemnly  en- 
gage themselves  to  a  full  Observance  thereof,  they  may  be  re- 
ceived as  a  Member  of  this  Jurisdiction. 


No.  14 

At  a  General  Court  for  New-Uaven,  \Qth  March,  1644. 

'•John  Cooper,  having  been  to  Delaware  Bay,  returned 
1644.    with  discouraging  Accounts. 

"  Voted,  That  they  will  be  at  Twenty  or  Thirty  Pounds' 
Charge,  that  Mr.  Goodyear,  &c.  may  go  to  Delaware,  and 
carry  the  Commissioners  Letter,  and  treat  with  the  Swedes 
about  a  probable  Settlement  of  the  English,  upon  their  own 
Right,  &c." 

It  appears  from  this   Entry,  that  threo  Swedish  Ships  had 
arrived  at  Delaware. 
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No.  15. 

At  a  deneral  Court  lieid  at  New  Haven  for  the  Jurisdiction  the 
ZQth  of  January,  1654. 

"A  Petition  was  presdnted  by  Thomas  Munson  and  John 
Cooper  of  New  Haven,  on  Behalf  of  a  Company  of  Persons  in- 
tending a  Remove  to  Delaware  Bay,  wherein  they  propounded 
that  for  the  Inlargement  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ,  the  Spread- 
ing of  the  Gospel  and  the  good  of  Posterity  therein,  that  they 
may  live  under  the  Wings  of  Christ,  they  would  afford  some 
Encouragement  to  help  forward  so  publiek  a  Work. 

"  1.  That  two 'Magistrates  Mr.  Samuel  Eaton,  and  Mr.  Francis 
Newman,  may  have  Liberty  from  this  Court  to  go  in  Person  &t 
first,  and  in  Case  they  see  not  themselves  called  to  lay  out  so 
much  of  their  Estate,as  is  like  to  ba  disbursed  on  such  an  Under- 
taking, that  then  it  would  please  the  Court, that  out  of  the  Juris- 
diction they  may  be  honourably  provided  for,  with  Men  that 
are  willing  to  lay  out  themselves  for  the  public  good. 

"2.  In  the  Case  there  V)e  an  Undertaking,  they  that  go,  niay^ 
at  first,  go  under  the  Protection  of  this  Jurisdiction,  and  that 
in  Case  of  any  Affront,  tho  Jurisdiction  will  engage  to  assist, 
till  by  the  Blessing  of  God,  they  may  be  able  of  themselves  to 
Bet  up  a  Commonwealth,  according  to  the  Fundamentals  for 
Government  laid  at  New-Haven. 

"3.  That  seeing  our  Numbers  arc  yet  small,  about  or  betwixt 
60  or  00  we  desire  the  Court  to  consider  what  Number  they 
think  may  be  a  competent  Number,  that  we  may  serve  God's 
Providence,  and  yet  not  let  the  Work  fall  for  want  of  too  great 
a  Number. 

• '  4.  That  two  great  Guns  and  Powder,  and  what  belongs  to 
them,  might  be  granted. 

*'  6.  Seeing  that  most  that  have  purposed  to  go,  do  only  for 
public  Respects  undertake,  and  not  for  any  Need  at  present, 
and  thereuiwn  do  laavo  their  Houses  and  Lands  without  that 
Improvement,  that  they  themselves  did  make  ;  they  desire  that 
for  some  Time,  as  the  Court  shall  think  meet,  they  may  be 
freed  from  Rates  and  publiek  Charges. 

"6.  Seeing  that  they,  whose  Hearts  God  shall  incliheto  under- 
take at  first,  are  Men,  for  tho  general,  of  no  great  Estates,  and 
some  cannot  go  without  Help,  avc  desire,  that  a  sum  of  Money 
may  be  raised  in  this  Jurisdiction,  which  may  be  employed 
either  to  buy  a  small  Vessel,  that  may  attend  the  Service,  or 
otherwise  as  shall  be  thought  meet.  Now  that  which  occa- 
sions this  last,  is  not  only  the  Sense  of  the  great  Expense  and 
Charge  at  first,  and  the  present  Need  that  some  have  now ;  but 
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also  we  have  heard  from  sundry,  that  generally  Men  ore  will- 
ing lo  help  on  the  Work,  either  l)y  Person  oi-  Estates.  Thus 
begging  Pardon  ior  our  Boldness,  we  humbly  desire  to  com- 
mit all  your  Consultations  unto  the  Direction  of  the  God  of 

Wisdom. 

"  And  so  remain, 

"Yours,  to  be  commanded, 
"JOHN  COOPER, 
"TH.   MUNSON. 
•'New-Haven,  *' In  theBehalf  of  the  Rest, 

"the  30th  of  the  11th  Month, 

"1654." 

To  which  the  Court  returned,— 

"  That  having  read  and  considered  a  Paper  of  some  Propo' 
sitions,  presented  by  Tiiomas  Munson  and  John  Cooper  of 
New-Haven,  in  the  Name  and  Behalf  of  sundry  Persons  of  thia 
Jurisdiction,  and  elsewhere,  appearing  as  Undertakers,  for  the 
first  planting  of  Delaware,  in  order  to  tlie  public  Good  of  this 
Jurisdiction  and  the  Enlargement  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ, 
in  these  Parts,  do  return  in  Answer  as  folioweth. — 

"1.  That  they  are  willing  so  far  to  deny  themselves  for  the 
furtherance  of  that  Work,  in  order  to  the  Ends  propounded, 
08  to  grant  Liberty  to  one  or  both  of  those  Magistrates  men- 
tioned, to  go  along  with  them,  who,  with  such  other  fit  Per- 
sons as  this  Court  sliall  see  meet  to  join  with  them,  may  be  im- 
powered  for  managing  of  all  Matters  of  civil  Government  there, 
according  to  such  Commission  as  shall  be  given  them  by  this 
Court. 

"  2.  That  they  will  either  take  the  Propriety  of  all  the  pur- 
chased Jiands  into  tVieir  own  Hands,  or  leave  it  to  such  as  shall 
undertake  the  Planting  of  it ;  provided  that  it  be  and  remain 
a  Part  or  Member  of  this  Jurisdiction — And  for  their  Encour- 
agement they  purpose,  when  God  shall  so  inlarge  the  English 
Plantations  in  Delaware  as  that  they  shall  grow  the  Greater 
Part  of  the  Jurisdiction,  that  then  due  Consideration  shall  be 
taken  for  the  Ease  and  Conveniency  of  both  Parts,  as  that 
the  Governor  may  be  one  Year  in  one  Part,  and  the  next  Year 
in  another,  and  the  Deputy  Governor  to  be  in  that  Part  where 
the  Governor  is  not ;  and  that  General  Courts  for  making  Laws 
may  he  ordinarily  but  once  a  Year,  and  where  the  Governor 
resides,  and  if  God  much  increase  Plantations  in  Delaware,  and 
diminish  them  in  these  Parts,  then  possibly  they  may  see  cause 
that  the  Governor  may  be  constantly  there,  and  the  Deputy 
Governor  here,  but  tliat  the  lesser  Part  of  the  .Turisdiction  be 
protected  and  eased  by  the  greater  Part,  both  in  Rates  and 
„   otherwise,  which  they  conceive  will  be  both  agreeable  to  God 
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and  (as  appears  by  the  conclusions  of  the  Coniinissioners  Anno 
1651)  most  satisfying  to  the  Rest  of  the  united  Colonies. 

"3.  TJiat  for  the  Matter  of  Charge  propounded  for  Encour- 
agement to  be  given  or  lent,  to  help  on  their  first  Beginnings, 
they  will  propound  the  Thing  to  the  several  particular  Plan- 
tations, and  promote  the  Business  for  procuring  something 
that  may,  and  shall  return  their  Answer  with  all  convenient 
Speed." 

At  a  <Teneral  Court,  &c.  July  5,  1654. 
"A  Letter  was  now,  by  Order  of  this  Court,  sent  to  the 
Swedes  at  Delaware  Bay,  informing  them  of  the  Propriety, 
which  some  in  this  Colony  have  to  large  Tracts  of  Land,  on 
both  Sides  of  Delaware  Bay  and  River,  and  desiring  a  neigh- 
bourly Corresponding  with  them,  both  in  Trading  and  Plant- 
ing there". 


No.  16. 

From  the  Book  of  Commissioners  of  United  Colonies. 

This  Year  at  Cambridge,  the  Commissioners  for  the  Massa- 
cbosetts,  by  Virtue  of  a  joint  Conquest  with  Connecticut. 
1638.  laid  Claim  to  some  of  Ihe  Lands   belonging  to  the  Pe- 
quots,  with  Right  of  Jurisdiction  thereof." 


No.  17. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies  at 
New-Haven,  September  3,  1646. 

An  English  Plantation  being  lately  begun  by  Mr,  John  Win- 
throp,  junior,  at  *  Pequot,  a  Question  grew,  to  which  Colony 
the  Jurisdiction  should  belong? 

"  The  Commissioners  for  the  Massachusetts  propounded  an 
Interest  by  Conquest— the  Commissioners  for  Connecticut, 
by  t  Patent.  Purchase  and  Conquest ;—  it  was  remembered, 
that  in  a  Treaty  betwixt  them  at  Cambridge,  1638,  not  per- 
fected, a  Proposition  was  made,  that  Pequot  River,  in  Refer- 
ence to  the  Conquest,  should  be  the  Bounds  betwixt  them  ;  but 
Mr.  Penwick  was  not  then  here  to  plead  that  Patent,  nor  had 
Connecticut  then  any  Title  to  these  Lands,  by  Purchase  or 

*New-London. 

t  Meaning  the  Deed  from  Mr.  Fenwick. 
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Deed  of  Gift  from  Uncas,  but  the  Plantation  is  on  the  West 
Side  of  Pequot,  and  so  within  the  Bounds  at  first  propounded 
for  Connecticut,  the  Commissioners  jointly  agreed,  that  an 
English  Plantation  there,  being  well  ordered,  may,  in  sundry 
Respects,  be  of  good  Use  to  all  the  Colonies,  and  that  it  is  fit 
it  should  have  all  due  Encouragement,  only  they  conceived. 
unless  the  Massachusetts  hereafter  shew  better  Title,  the  Juris- 
diction should  belong  to  Connecticut." 


No.  18. 

-  From  New-Haven  General  Court  it  was  propounded  to  the 
Commissioners,  what  Course  might  be  taken  for  the  speedy 
planting  of  Delaware-Bay— the  Title  some  Merchants  of  New- 
Haven  have,  by  Purchase  from  Indians  on  both  Sides  of  the 
River — what  had  passed  at  a  former  Meeting,  Anno  1643— the 
Healthfulness  of  the  Place,  Goodness  of  Land,  with  the  Ad- 
vantages of  a  well  ordered  Trade  there  ;— the  New-Haven  Mer- 
chants are  left  to  their  just  Liberty  to  dispose,  improve  or  plant 
the  Lands  they  have  purchased  in  these  Parts,  or  any  Part 
thereof,  as  they  shall  see  Cause. 

"The  Commissioners  for  New-Haven  informed  and  com- 
plained—1st.  That  whereas,  by  their  Agents,  they  had  duly 
purchased  of  the  Indian  Sachems,  and  their  Companies,  sev- 
eral Tracts  or  Parcels  of  Land,  on  both  Sides  J  )elaware-Bay 
or  River,  to  which  neither  the  Dutch  or  Swedes  had  any  just 
Title,  yet,  without  any  legal  Protest  or  Warning,  Mr.  Kieft. 
the  then  Dutch  Governor,  sent  armed  Men,  A.  D.  1642,  and  by 
Force,  in  a  hostile  Way,  burnt   their  Trading-house;  seized. 

and  for  some  Time. detained,  the  Goods  in  it,  &c. 
1658.    ' '  The  Commissioners  of  the  united  Colonies  se.ttled^  Lijie 

of  Partition  of  the  Ground  conquered  from  the  Pequots. — 
And  Stonington  was  about  this  Time  settled  by  tho  Massa- 
chusetts People,  and  called  Southerton.  ' .' 


No.  19. 

The  Declaration  against  the  Dutch  sets  forth.  That  the 
united   English   Colonies,   expecting  a  just   and  neigh- 

1653.  hourly  Correspondency  and  liitercourso  from  and  with 
the  Dutch,  living  at  and  about  the  Manhatoes,  which  they 

call  New  Netherlands,  tho'  the  Place  fall  within  that  Part   or 
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llTXl^  f"""^".?'  ''''^^^^  New-England,  lying  and  being  in 
Breadth  from  40  to  48  Degrees  of  northerly  Latitude,  which 
both  ,n  Europe  and  here,  is  well  known  by  ancient  Patents  to 
be  granted,  by  the  Kings  of  England,  to  their  Subjects,  to 
settle  and  plant  upon,  have  met  with  a  constant  Course  of 
Opposition,  &c.  from  the  Dutch. 

^/^^nr-^^fv"^"'!'^  ^^efore  or  when  they  began  to  build,  fence 
or  plant  in  the  said  Parts,  did  generally  purchase  to  them- 
selves from    the  Indians,  the  true    Proprietors,  a  just   Right 

no'th^  P.a  '  '"'  Lands  they  meant  to  improve,  if  Jhey  found 
not  the  Place  vacuum  Domicilium.— 

^"Pirst,  letting  pass  an   hostile  Affront   and  Injury  Capt 
Howe,  and  his  Company,  received  from  the  former  Governor 
liieft,  at  Long-Island,  Anno  1650,  the  English  at  New-Haven 
upon  a  due  Title,  both  by  *  Patent  and  Purchase,  built  wUWn 
their  own  just  limits  a  small  Town  or  Village,  called  Stamford  ; 

^r!JaT  i""?.  "f'^''  the  said  Governor  Kieft  sent  Men 

armed  to  chalenge  the  Place,  as  within  the  Dutch  Limits  and 

anvPart  of  tt    pf  """'^^  ^""'"^  "^^'^^  ^^^   Possession  of 

"In  the  same  Year.  1650,  [should   be    1640]  the   English  at 
New-Haven  sent  Men  to  view  and  purchase  Part  of  Delaware- 
Thfn'     .K    ^^^^^^^'-^^^    Direction,  not    to    meddle  with   any 
Thing  the  Dutch  or  Swedes  had  Right  unto,  &c.     Kieft  wrote 
to  John  Johnson,  the    Dutch    Agent    at  Delaware,  to  hold  a 
Correspondence  with  the  English  there,  which  accordingly  he 
did  at  firs  ,  and  shewed  them  how  far  the  Dutch  and  Swedes 
Title  or  Claim  reached-the  rest  he  said  the  English  might 
purchase,   &c.    but  afterwards,  &c.    the    Indians   being   free 
rprobably  means  -  willing  "J  the    English  Agents,  at  several 
1  imes.  from  the  several  Proprietors,  purchased  large  Tracts  of 
Land  on  both  Sides  of  Delaware-Bay  and  River,  an^d  began  to 
p  ant  and  to  set  up  Houses  for  Trade,  within  their  own  Limits ; 
but  &o.  -Here  follows  a  Narrati  veof  the  Abuses  offered  to  these 
Settlers  b,  the  Dutch  and  Swedes,  then  follows- "And  soon 
after,bya   Protest  in    Dutch,    dated    October    12,    1647,  New 

&c  ^o^P^'^'^  'i'''^^"'  ^''^^  the  Lands,  Rivers.  Streams. 
&c.  from  Cape-Henlopen  (which  may  be  about  Virginia)  to 
Cape  Cod^froin  which  drawing  any  Line  to  the  North    North 

trinLTcllon^ie^s'-"^*^'^^^"  ^^   ^^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  '^^ 
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Continuation  of  Extracts  from  the  Records  of  the  old  Neir- 
Haven  Colony. 

When  the  Charter  from  King  Charles  the  Second  was  ob- 
tained and  sent  over,  some  Persons  from  Hartford  went  down 
to  New-Haven,  and  served  them  with  a  Copy  of  the  same, 
and  demanded  their  Submission,  as  being  inchided  within  it ; 
upon  which  the  People  of  New-Haven  Colony,  being  much 
alarmed,  met  together  in  General  Assembly,  and  after  debat 
ing  the  Matter  warmly,  being  much  opposed  to  coining  under 
the  Charter,  they  sent  a  Letter  to  Hartford,  complaining  of 
the  Injury  done  them,  in  which,  among  other  Things,  they 
say— 

"  As  for  the  Patent  upon  your  Petition  granted  to  you,  we 
object  not.  &o.— but  if  the  Line  of  your  Patent  doth  circum- 
scribe this  Colony,  &c.— This  Letter  is  dated  May  6.  16G3. 

And  after  much  Altercation,  New-Haven  Colony  appealed  to 
the  King,  to  declare  his  Intention  with  regard  to  the  Charter's 
including  that  Colony  or  not;  and  thereupon  they  drew  up 
what  they  call  A  State  of  their  Case,  whicli  gives  a  Sort  of 
History  of  their  Colony  to  that  Time,  and  is  in  the  toUowing 
Words,  viz. 


No.  20. 

77ie  Writings  sent  to  the  General  Assembly  of  Connecticut  here 

follow,  and  the  First  is  called,  New-Haven  Case  Slated. 
Honoured  and  Beloved  in  the  Lord, 

We,  the  General  Court  of  New-Haven  Colony,  being  sensi- 
ble of  the  many  Wrongs  which  this  Colony  hath  suffered  lately, 
by  your  unjust  Pretences  and  Encroachments  upon  our  just 
Rights,  have  unanimously  consented,  tho'  with  Grief  of  Heart, 
being  compelled  thereunto,  to  declare  unto  you,  and  unto  all 
whom  the  Knowledge  thereof  may  concern,  what  yourselves- 
do  or  may  know  to  be  true,  as  followeth  :— 

1.  That  the  first  Beginning  of  these  Plantations  by  the  Sea 
Side,  in  these  Western  Parts  of  New-England,  being  engaged 
to  sundry  Friends  in  London,  and  in  other  Places  about  Lon- 
don (who  purposed  to  plant  some  with  them  in  the  same 
Town,  and  others  as  near  to  them  as  they  might)  to  provide 
for  themselves  some  convenient  I'laces  by  the  Sea  Side,  arrived 
at  Boston,  in  the  Massachusetts  (having  a  special  Right  in 
their    Patent,  two  of  them  being  joint  Purchasers  *  of  it  with 

*  Mr.  Eaton,  and  others. 
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others,  ant]  one  of  tiiem  a  Patentee,  and  one  of  the  Assistants 
chosen  for  the  New-England  Company  in  London)  where  they 
abode  all  the  Winter  following;  but  not  finding  there  a  Place 
suitable  to  their  Purpose,  were  perswaded  to  view  these  Parts, 
which  those  that  viewed  approved  ;  and,  before  their  Removal, 
finding  that  no  English  were  planted  in  any  Place,  from  the 
Fort  called  Say  Brook  to  the  Dutch,  purposed  to  purchase  of 
the  Indians,  the  natural  Proprietors  of  those  Lands,  that  whole 
Tract  of  Land  by  the  Sea  Coast  for  themselves,  and  those  that 
should  come  to  them,  which  they  before  signified  to  their 
Friends  at  Hartford,  in  Connecticut  Colony,  and  desired  that 
sotne  fit  Men  from  thence  might  be  employed  in  that  Business, 
at  their  proper  Cost  and  Charges  who  wrote  to  them  :  unto 
which  Letters  liaving  received  a  satisfactory  Answer,  they  ac- 
quainted the  Court  of  Magistrates  of  Massachusetts  Colony 
with  their  Purpose  to  remove,  and  the  Grounds  of  it,  and, 
with  their  Consent,  began  a  Plantation  in  a  Place,  situated  by 
the  Sea,  called  by  the  Indians  Quinnipiaug.  which  they  did 
purchase  of  the  Indians,  the  true  Proprietors  thereof,  for 
themselves  and  their  Posterity,  and  have  quietly  possessed  the 
name  about  six  and  twenty  Years,  and  have  buried  great  Es- 
tates in  Buildings,  Fencings,  clearing  the  Ground,  and  in  all 
Sorts  of  Husbandry,  without  any  Help  from  Conecticut,  or 
Dependance  upon  them,  and,  by  voluntary  Consent  among 
themselves,  they  settled  a  Civil  Court  and  Government  among 
themselves,  upon  such  Fandamentals  as  were  established  in 
Massachusetts,  by  Allowance  of  their  Patent,  whereof  the  then 
Governor  of  the  Bay,  the  Right  Worshipful  Mr.  Winthrop, 
sent  us  a  Copy,  to  improve  for  our  best  Advantage. — These 
Fundamentals  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Quinnipiaug  ap- 
proved, and  boxind  themselves  to  submit  unto  and  maintain, 
and  chose  Theophilus  Eaton,  Esq  ;  to  be  their  Governor,  with 
as  good  Right  as  Connecticut  settled  their  Government  among 
themselves,  and  continued  it  above  twenty  Years,  without  any 
Patent. 

2.  That  when  the  Help  of  Mr.  Eaton,  our  Governor,  and  some 
others  from  Quinnipiaug,  was  desired,  for  ending  of  a  Con- 
troversy at  AVeathersfield,  a  Town  in  Connecticut  Colony,  it 
being  judged  necessary  for  Peace,  that  one  Party  should  re- 
move their  Dwellings,  upon  equal  satisfying  Terms  proposed, 
the  Governor,  Magistrates,  &c.  of  Connecticut  offered,  for 
their  Part,  that  if  the  Parties  that  would  remove  should  find 
a  fit  Place  to  plant  in,  upon  the  River,  Connecticut  would 
grant  it  to  them  :  and  the  Governor  of  Quinnipiaug  (now  called 
New-Haven)  and  the  rest  there  present,  joined  with  him,  and 
promised,  that  if  they  should   find  a  fit  Place  for  themselves, 
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by  the  Sea-Side,  New-Haven  would  grant  it  unto  them,  which 
accordingly  New-Haven  performed  :  and  so  the  Town  of  Stam- 
ford begun,  and  became  a  Member  of  New-Haven  Colony,  and 
so  continuetli  unto  this  l)ay. — Thus,  in  a  public  Assembly  of 
Connecticut,  was  the  distinct  Right  of  Connecticut  upon  the 
River,  and  of  New-Haven  by  the  Sea-Side,  declared,  with 
(.'onsent  of  the  Governor,  Magistrates,  Ministers,  and  better 
Sorts  of  tlie  People  of  Connecticut,  at  that  Time. 

'S.  Sundry  other  Townships  by  the  Sea-Side,  and  Southold  on 
liong-lsland  (being  settled  in  their  Inheritances  by  Right  of 
l*urchase  of  their  Indian  Proprietors) did  voluntarily  join  them- 
selves to  New-Haven,  to  be  all  under  one  Jurisdiction,  by  a  firm 
Engagement  to  the  Fundamentals  formerly  settled  in  New- 
Haven  ;  whereupon  it  was  called  New-Haven  Colony.  The 
General  Court  being  thus  constituted,  chose  the  said  Theo- 
philus  Eaton,  Esq;  a  Man  of  singular  Wisdom,  Godliness  and 
Experience,  to  be  the  Governor  of  New-Haven  Colony,  and 
they  chose  a  competent  Number  of  Magistrates,  and  other  Offi- 
cers, for  the  several  Towns.  Mr.  Eaton  so  well  managed  that 
great  Trust,  that  he  was  chosen  Governor  every  Year  while 
he  lived.  All  this  Time  (^Jonnecticut  never  questioned  what 
was  done  at  New-Haven,  nor  pretended  any  Right  to  it,  or  to 
any  of  the  Towns  belonging  to  this  Colony,  nor  objected  against 
our  being  a  distinct  Colony. 

4.  When  the  Dutch  claimed  a  Right  to  New-Hayen.  and  all 
along  the  Coast  by  the  Sea-Side,  it  being  reported  that  they 
would  set  up  the  Prince  of  Orange  s  Arms,  the  Governor  of 
New-Haven,  to  prevent  that,  caused  the  King  of  England's 
Arms  to  be  fairly  cut  in  Wood,  and  set  up  on  a  Post,  in  the 
Highway,  by  the  Sea-Side,  to  vindicate  the  Right  of  the  Eng- 
lish, without  consulting  Connecticut,  or  seeking  their  Concur- 
rence therein. 

5.  In  the  Year  1G43,  upon  Weighty  Considerations,  an  Union 
of  four  distinct  Colonies  was  agreed  upon  by  all  New-England 
(except  Rhode-Island)  in  their  several  General  Courts,  .ind 
was  established  by  a  most  solemn  Confederation,  whereby  they 
bound  themselves,  mutually  to  preserve  unto  each  Colony  its 
entire  Jurisdiction  within  itself  respectively,  and  to  avoid  the 
putting  of  two  into  one  by  any  Act  of  their  own,  without  the 
Consent  of  Confederacy  from  the  four  united  Colonies,  which 
were  from  that  Time,  and  still  are,  called  and  known  by  the 
Title  of  The  four  United  Colonies  of  New-England.  Of  these 
Colonies  New-Haven  was  and  is  one  ;— and  in  this  solemn  Con- 
federation Connecticut  joined  with  the  rest  and  with  us. 

0.  In  the  Year  1G44,  the  General  Court  for  New-Haven  Col- 
ony, then  sitting  in  the  Town  of  New-Haven,  agreed  unani- 
mously to  send  to  England  for  a  Patent,  and,  in  the  Year  1645. 
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committed  the  procuring  of  it  to  Mr.  fTrigson,  one  of  our  Mag- 
istrates, who  entered  upon  his  Vovage  in  January  that  Year, 
from  New-Haven,  furnished  with  some  Beaver,  in  order  there- 
unto as  we  suppose ;  but,  by  the  Providence  of  God,  the  Ship 
and  all  the  Passengers  and  Goods  were  lost  at  Sea,  in  their 
I'assage  towards  England,  to  our  Grief,  and  the  Frustration  of 
that  Design  for  that  time  ;  after  which  the  Troubles  in  England 
put  a  Stop  to  our  proceeding  therein.  This  was  done  with 
the  Consent  and  Desire  of  Connecticut  to  confer  with  New- 
Haven  therein  ;  whereby  the  Difference  of  Times,  and  of  Men's 
Spirits  in  them,  may  be  discovered,  for  then  the  Magistrates 
of  Connecticut,  with  Consent  of  their  General  Court,  knowing 
our  Purpose,  desired  to  join  with  New-Haven  in  procuring  that 
Patent,  for  common  Privileges  to  both  in  their  distinct  Juris- 
dictions, and  left  it  to  Mr.  Eaton's  Wisdom,  to  have  the  Patent 
framed  accordingly.  But  now  they  seek  to  procure  a  Patent, 
without  the  Concurrence  of  New-Haven,  and  contrary  to 
our  Minds  expressed  before  this  Patent  was  sent  for,  and  to 
their  own  Promise,  and  to  the  Terms  of  the  Confederation,  and, 
without  sufficient  Warrant  from  their  Patent,  they  have  in- 
vaded our  Rights,  and  seek  to  involve  New-Haven  under  Con- 
necticut Jurisdiction. 

7.  Tliat  in  the  Year  1646,  when  the  Commissioners  first  met 
at  New-Haven,  Kieft,  the  then  Dutch  Governor,  by  Letter 
expostulated  with  the  Commissioners,  by  what  Warrant  they 
met  at  New-Haven,  witliout  his  Consent,  seeing  it,  and  all  by 
the  Sea  Coast,  belonged  to  his  Principals  in  Holland,  and  to 
the  Lords  the  States  General.  The  Answer  to  that  I^etter  was 
framed  by  Mr.  Eaton,  Governor  of  New-Haven,  and  then  Pres- 
ident of  the  Commission,  approved  by  all  the  Commissioners, 
and  sent  in  their  Names,  with  their  Consent,  to  the  then  Dutch 
Governor,  who  never  replied  thereunto. 

8.  That  this  Colony,  in  the  Reign  of  the  late  King  Charles 
the  First,  received  a  Letter  from  the  Committee  of  liOrds  and 
Commons  for  foreign  Plantations,  then  sitting  at  Westmin- 
ster, which  Jyetter  was  delivered  to  our  Governor  Mr.  Eaton, 
for  freeing  the  several  distinct  Colonies  of  New-England  from 
Molestation,  by  theappealingoftrouV>lesome  Spirits  unto  Eng- 
land, Avhereby  they  declared,  that  they  had  dismissed  all  Causes 
depending  before  them  from  New  England,  and  that  they  ad- 
vised all  Inhabitants  to  submit  to  their  respective  Govern- 
ments there  established,  and  to  acquiesce  when  their  Causes 
shall  be  there  heard  and  determined,  as  it  is  to  be  seen  more 
largely  expressed  in  the  Original,  whicli  we  have  subscribed 
[thus] Y'our  assured  Friends, 

Pembroke,  Manchester,  Warwick, 

W.  Say  &  Seal.        Fr.  Dacre.  Denbigh. 
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In  this  Order  they  subscribed  tlieir  Names,  with  their  own 
Hands,  which  we  have  to  shew,  and  they  inscribed  or  directed 
this  Letter — To  our  worthy  Friends,  the  Governor  and  Assist- 
ants of  the  Plantations  of  New-Haven,  in  New- England. — 
"Whereby  you  may  clearly  see,  that  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl 
of  Warwick,  and  the  Lord  Viscount  Say  and  Seal  (lately  one 
of  his  Majesty's  that  now  is.  King  Charles  the  Second,  hislNIost 
Hononral)le  Privy  Council,  as  also  the  Right  Honourable  Earl 
of  Manchester  still  is)  had  no  Purpose  after  New-Haven  Col- 
ony, situated  by  the  Sea  Side,  was  settled  to  be  a  distinct 
CTOvernment,  that  it  should  be  put  under  the  Patent  for  Con- 
necticut, whereof  they  had  only  framed  a.  Copy,  before  any 
House  was  erected  by  the  Sea  Side,  from  the  Fort  to  tlie  Dutch  : 
which  yet  was  not  signed  and  sealed  by  the  last  King  for  a 
Patent,  nor  had  you  any  Patent  till  your  Agent,  Mr.  Winthrop, 
procured  it   about  two  Years  since. 

9.  That  in  the  Year  1650,  when  the  Commissioners  for  the 
four  united  Colonies  of  New- England  met  at  Hartford,  the 
now  Dutch  Governor  being  then  and  there  present,  Mr.  Eaton, 
the  then  Governor  of  Nsw-Haven  Colony,  complained  of  the 
Dutch  Governor's  encroaching  upon  our  Colony  of  New-Haven. 
l)y  taking  under  his  Jurisdiction  a  Township  beyond  Stam- 
ford, called  Greenwich,  all  the  Commissioners  (as  well  for  Con- 
necticut, as  for  the  other  Colonies)  concluded  that  Greenwich, 
and  four  Miles  be^/ond  it,  belongs  to  New-Haven  Jurisdiction, 
whereunto  the  Dutch  Governor  then  yielded,  and  restored  it  to 
New-Haven  Colony. — Thus  were  our  Bounds  Westward  settled 
by  Consent  of  all. 

10.  That  when  the  Honourable  Governor  of  Connecticut, 
John  Winthrop,  Esq  ;  had  consented  to  undertake  a  Voyage  for 
England,  to  procure  a  Patent  for  Connecticut,  in  the  Y'ear 
16G1.  a  Friend  warned  him  by  Letter  not  to  have  his  Hand 
in  so  unrighteous  an  Act,  as  so  far  to  extend  the  T^ine  of  their 
Patent,  that  the  Colony  of  New-Haven  should  be  involved 
within  it.  For  Answer  thereunto,  he  was  pleased  to  certify 
that  Friend  in  two  Letters,  which  he  wrote  from  two  several 
Places  before  his  Departure,  that  no  such  Thing  was  intended, 
but  rather  the  contrary  ;  and  that  the  Magistrates  had  agreed 
and  expressed,  in  the  Presence  of  some  Ministers,  that  if  their 
liine  should  reach  us  (which  they  knew  not.  the  Copy  being  in 
England)  yet  New-Haven  Colony  should  l)e  at  full  Ijiberty  to 
join  with  them  or  not.  This  Agreement,  so  attested,  made  us 
secure,  who  else  could  have  procured  a  Patent  for  ourselves, 
wherein  our  own  known  Bounds,  according  to  Purchase,  with- 
out doing  any  Wrong  to  Connecticut  in  their  just  Bounds  and 
Limits,  would  have  been  expressed. 
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11.  That  notwithstanding  all  the  Premises,  in  the  Year  1662, 
wlien  you  had  received  your  Patent,  under  his  Majesty's  Hand 
and  Seal,  contrary  to  your  Promise  and  solemn  (Jonfederatjon. 
and  to  common  Equity,  at  your  first  General  Assembly  (which 
yet  could  not  be  called  general  without  us,  if  we  were  under 
your  Patent,  seeing  none  of  us  were  called  thereunto)  you 
agreed  among  yourselves,  to  treat  with  New-Haven  Colony 
about  Union  by  your  Commissioners,  chosen  for  that  End. 
Within  two  or  three  Days  after  that  Assembly  was  dissolved, 
but  before  the  ending  of  that  Session,  you  made  an  unright- 
eous Breach  in  our  Colony,  by  taking  under  your  Patent  some 
of  ours  from  Stamford  and  from  Gfuilford,  and  from  Southold, 
contrary  to  your  Engagements  to  New-Haven  Colony,  and 
without  our  Consent  or  Knowledge.  This  being  thus  done, 
some  sent  from  you  to  ti'eat  with  us  shewed  some  of  ours  your 
Patent,  which  being  read,  they  declared  to  yours,  that  New- 
Haven  Colony  is  not  at  all  mentioned  in  your  Patent,  and 
gave  you  some  Reasons  why  they  believed,  that  the  King  did 
not  intend  to  put  this  Colony  under  Connecticut,  without  our 
Desire  or  Knowledge;  and  they  added,  that  you  took  a  pre- 
posterous Course  in  first  dismembering  this  Colony,  and  after 
that  treating  with  it  about  Union  ;  which  is  as  if  one  Man,  pur- 
posing to  treat  with  another  about  Union,  first  cut  off  from  Jiim 
an  Arm,  and  a  Leg,  and  an  Ear,  then  to  treat  with  him  about 
Union.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Stone  also,  the  Teacher  of  the  Church 
at  Hartford,  was  one  of  the  Committee,  who  being  asked  what 
he  thought  of  this  Action,  answered,  that  he  would  not  justify 
it. 

12.  After  that  Conference,  our  Committee  sent,  by  Order  of 
the  General  Court,  by  two  of  our  Magistrates,  and  two  of  our 
Elders,  &c.  a  Writing,  containing  sundry  other  Reasons  for 
our  not  joining  with  you,  who  al.so,  finding  that  you  persisted 
in  your  own  Will  and  AVay,  declared  to  you  our  own  Resolution 
to  appeal  to  his  Majesty,  to  explain  his  true  Intendment  and 
Meaning  in  your  Patent,  whether  it  was  to  subject  this  Colony 
under  it  or  not?  being  perswaded,  as  we  still  are,  that  it  neither 
was  nor  is  his  Royal  Will  and  Pleasure  to  confound  this  Col- 
ony with  yours,  which  would  destroy  the  so  long  continued, 
and  so  strongly  settled.  Distinction  of  the  four  united  Colonies 
of  New-England,  without  our  Desire  or  Knowledge. 

l.").  That  accordingly  we  forthwith  sent  our  Appeal  to  be 
humbly  presented  to  his  Majesty,  by  some  Friends  in  London  ; 
yet,  out  of  our  dear  and  tender  Respect  to  Mr.  Winthrop's 
Peace  and  Honour,  some  of  us  advised  those  Friends,  to  com^ 
municate  our  Pa{)?rs  lir.st  to  the  Honourable  ^Ir.  Winthrop 
himself,  to  the    End  that  we  might    find    out  some   effectual 
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Expedient,  to  pnt  a  good  End  to  this  uncomfortable  DifTerence 
between  you  and  us,  also  to  prevent  our  humble  Addrees  to  liis 
Majesty.  Accordingly  it  was  done,  and  Mr.  AVinthrop stopped 
the  Proceeding  of  our  Appeal,  by  undertaking  to  our  Friends, 
that, — &c. 

N.  B.    The  rest  is  wanting,  either  from  some    Leaves  being 
tore  or  lost  out  of  the  Book,  or  from  the  whole  being  never  en 
tered. 

New-Haven  Colony  then  proceed  to  vote  to  apply  to  Eng- 
land for  a  Patent  themselves,  and  laid  a  Rate  to  bear  the  Ex- 
pence— and  vote  to  appoint  an  Agent  to  solicit  the  Matter. 


No.  21. 
Governor  Winthrop's  Letter  to  Connecticut,  before-mentioned. 

tjENTLEMEN, 

I  am  informed  by  some  Gentlemen  who  are  authorized  to 
seek  Remedy  here,  That  since  you  had  the  late  Patent, there  bath 
been  injury  done  to  the  CTOvernment  of  New-Haven,  and  in 
particular  at  Guilford  and  Stamford,  in  admitting  of  several 
of  the  Inhabitants  there  unto  Freedom  with  you,  and  appoint- 
ing Officers,  which  hath  caused  Divisions  in  the  said  Towns, 
which  may  prove  of  dangerous  Consequence,  if  not  timely  pre- 
vented, tho'  I  do  hope  the  Rise  of  it  is  from  Misunderstanding, 
and  not  in  Design  of  Prejudice  to  that  Colony,  foi-  whom  I 
gave  Assurance  to  their  Friends,  that  their  Rights  and  Inter- 
ests should  not  be  disquieted  or  prejudiced  by  the  Patent,  but 
if  both  Governments  would,  with  unanimous  Agreement,  unite 
in  one,  their  Friends  judged  it  for  Advantage  to  both;  and 
further  I  must  let  you  know,  that  Testimony  here  doth  affirm, 
that  I  gave  Assurance  l)efore  Authority,  that  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  meddlj  with  any  Town  or  Plantation  that  was  set- 
tied  under  any  other  Government,  had  it  been  any  otherwise 
intended  or  declared,  it  had  been  injurious  in  taking  out  the 
Patent,  not  to  have  inserted  a  proportionable  Number  of  their 
Names  in  it.— Now  upon  the  Whole,  having  had  serious  Con- 
ference with  their  Friends,  authorized  by  them,  antl  with  others, 
who  are  Friends  to  both,  to  prevent  a  tedious  and  Chargeable 
Trial,  and  uncertain  Event  here,  I  promised  them,  to  give  you 
speedily  this  Representation,  how  far  you  are  engaged,  if  any 
Injury  have  been  done,  by  admitting  of  Freemen,  or  ap]K)int- 
ing  Officers,  or  an  V  other  unjust  intermeddling  with  Nevr-Haten 
Colony,  in  one  Kind  or  other,  without  the  Approbation  of  the 
Government,  that  it  be  forthwith  recalled,  aud  that  for   the 
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Future,  there  will  be  no  imposing'  in  any  Kind  upon  them,  nor 
admitting  of  any  Members  without  mutual  Consent,  but  that 
all  Thinj^s  be  acted  as  loving  neighbouring  Colonies,  as  before 
such  Patent  granted,  and  unto  this  I  judge  you  are  obliged, 
I  liaviug  engaged  to  their  Agents  here,  that  this  will  be  by  you 
performed,  and  they  have  thereupon  forborne  to  give  you  or 
me  any  Trouble  ;  but  they  do  not  Doubt,  but  upon  future  Con 
sideration,  there  may  be  such  a  right  Understanding  between 
both  Governments,  that  an  Union  and  friendly  Joining  may 
be  established,  to  the  Satisfaction  of  ail,  which  at  my  Arrival 
I  shall  also  endeavour  (God  willing)  to  promote;  not  having 
more  at  present  in  this  Case,  1  rest. 

Your  humble  Servant, 

John  Winthrop. 

Subscription.  For  Major  John  Mason,  Deputy-Governor  of 
Connecticut  Colony,  and  the  rest  of  the  Court  there,  at  Hart- 
ford. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Winthrop  was  the  Governor  of  Connecticut  Col- 
ony, at  the  Tiane  of  writing  this  Letter,  and  soon  after  re- 
turned from  England,  and  was  with  the  Commissioners,  at 
the  Time  of  their  settling:  the  Bounds  of  Connecticut. 

August  11,  1064. 
Upon  Advice  being  received  from  Hartford,  as  coming  from 
Boston,  that  certain  Commissioners  were  appointed  by  the 
Crown  to  visit  the  New-England  Colonies,  and  it  being  repre- 
sented to  New-Haven,  that  they  would  fare  hardly  without 
having  any  Charter,  they  agreed  that  Hartford  should  de- 
mand them,  as  being  within  their  Charter,  and  that  thereupon 
they.  New-Haven  Colony,  should  be  silent,  making  no  Opposi- 
tion while  the 'Bounds  were  settling. —And  thereupon  the  same 
were  settled  at  Maroneck  River,  as  bafore-mentioned,  and 
■which  included  them.— They  then  wrote  to  Hartford  the  fol- 
lowing Letter. 


...     -  •      ■  No.  23 

A  Letter  from  New- Haven  Colony  to  Connecticut^  as  folloireth. 
Honoured  Gentlemen, 

We  have  been  silent  hitherto,  as  to  the  making  any  Griev- 
ance known  unto  the  King's  Commissioners,  notwithstanding 
what  may  be  with  us  of  sucli  Nature,  from  the  several  Tran- 
sactions that  have  been  amongst  us,  are  d&siroua  bo  to  con- 
tinue  the  managing  of  these  Affairs  in  Ways  consistent  with 
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the  anrjient  Confederation  of  the  United  Colonies,  choosing 
ratlier  to  suffer,  ttian  to  begin  any  Motion  hazardful  to.  New- 
England  Settiements  in  Pursuance  vvliereof  (according  to  our 
Promise  to  your  (jentlenien,  sent  lately  to  demand  our  Sub- 
mission, tho'  in  a  divided  if  not  dividing  Way,  within  our 
Towns,  severally  seeking  to  bring  us  under  the  Government 
of  yourselves  already  ssttled,  wherein  we  have  had  no  Hand  to 
settle  the  same,  and  before  we  had  cleared  to  our  Conviction 
the  certain  Limits  of  your  Charter,  which  may  justly  increase 
the  Scruple  ot  too  much  Haste  in  that  and  former  Actings 
upon  us)  tho  Generality  of  our  undivided  People  have  orderly 
met  this  13th  of  Tenth  Month  (04)  and  by  the  Vote  endorsed, 
have  prepared  for  this  Answer  to  be  given  of  our  Submission, 
which  being  done  by  us,  then  for  the  Accommodations  of  Mat- 
ters betwixt  us  in  an  amicable  Way,  by  a  Committee  im- 
powered  to  issue  with  you  on  their  Behalf,  and  in  the  Behalf 
of  all  concerned,  according  to  Instructions  given  to  the  said 
Committea. — AVe  never  did,  nor  even  do  intend  to  damnify 
your  moral  Rights  or  just  Privileges,  consistent  with  our  like 
honest  Enjoyments,  and  we  would  hope  that  you  have  no  fur- 
ther Step  towards  us,  not  to  violate  our  Government  Interest, 
but  to  accommodate  us  with  that  we  shall  desire,  and  the  Pat- 
ent bear,  as  hath  been  often  said  you  would  do;  and  surely 
you  have  tho  more  Reason  to  bo  full  with  us  herein,  seeing 
that  your  Success  for  Patent  Bounds  with  those  Gentlemen 
now  obtained,  seems  to  be  Debtor  unto  our  Silence  before 
them,  when  as  you  thus  by  single  Application  and  Audience 
issued  that  Matter,  you  thus  performing  to  Satisfaction,  we 
may  still  rest  silent,  and  according  to  Profession,  by  a  studi- 
ous and  cordial  Endeavour  with  us  to  advance  the  Interest  of 
Christ  in  this  Wilderness  and  by  the  Lord's  Blessing  there 
upon.  Love  and  Union  between  us  may  be  greatly  confirmed, 
and  all  our  Comforts  enlarged,  which  is  the  earnest  Prayer  of. 

Gentlemen, 

Yo:ir  loving  Friends  and  Neighboiirs  the  Committee,  ap- 
pointed by  tho  Freemen  and  Inhabitants  of  New-Haven  Col- 
ony, now  assembled, 

New-Haven,  Dec.  14,  1GC4.  Jamks  Bishop,  Secretary, 


No.  23. 
Answer  from  Connecticut  Colony  to  Nev)- Haven. 

Hartford,  Decumber  21,  1664 
Honoured  Gentlemen. 

We  have  received  yours,  dated  the  14th  of  this  Instant,  signed 
by  James    Bishop,   &c.  whe^ein  yoa   are    pleased    to    mention 
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your  Silence  hitherto,  as  to  tlie  making  any  (rrievance  known 
to  his  Majesty  s  Couiiuissioners,  notwithstanding  what  may 
l)e  with  you,  &:c. — we  can  say  the  same,  tho'  we  had  fair  Op- 
portunities to  present  any  Thing  of  that  Nature. — As  for  your 
Desire  to  manage  Affairs  consistent  with  the  Confederation, 
the  present  Motion  will,  we  hope,  upon  a  candid  Review,  not 
appear  any  ways  dissonant  therefrom;  for  besides  the  Provi- 
sion made  in  one  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  for  two  Col- 
onies uniting  in  one,  there  was  special  Provision  as  you  well 
know,  nmde  at  the  last  Session  of  the  Commissioners  to  that 
Purpose,  conjoined  with  pathetical  Advice  and  Council,  to  an 
amicable  Union.  — Onrtoo  much  Forwardness  with  New-Haven, 
&c.  is  not  so  clear,  seeing  those  Plantations  you  inhabit  are 
much  about  the  Center  of  our  Patent,  which  our  Charter 
limits  as  also  the  inclosed  Determination  of  his  Majesty's  hon- 
ourable Commissioners,  Avill,  to  your  Conviction,  be  apparent ; 
that  our  Success  for  Patent  Bounds  with  the  King's  Commis- 
sioners is  Debtor  to  your  Silence,  seems  to  us  strange,  when 
your  Non-compliance  was  so  abundantly  known  to  those  Gen- 
tlemen, yea,  the  News  of  your  Motions,  when  Mr.  Joseph  Allyn 
was  last  with  you,  was  at  New-York,  before  our  Governor's 
Departure  thence ;  notwithstanding  your  Silence,  and  yet  so 
good  an  Issue  obtained,  we  desire  such  Reflections  may  be 
buried  in  perpetual  Silence,  which  only  yourselves  necessitat- 
ing thereunto,  sliall  revive  them,  being  willing  to  pursue  Truth 
and  Peace  as  much  as  may  be  with  all  Men,  especially  with 
our  dear  Brethren  hi  the  Fellowship  of  the  Gospel,  and  Fel- 
low-Members of  the  same  civil  Corporation,  accommodated 
with  so  many  choice  Privileges,  which  we  are  willing,  after  all 
is  prepared  to  your  Hands,  to  confer  upon  you  equal  with  our- 
selves, which  Ave  wish  may  at  last  produce  the  long  desired 
Effect  of  your  free  and  cordial  Closure  with  us,  not  attributing 
any  Necessity  imposed  by  us,  further  than  the  Situation  of 
those  Plantations  in  the  Heart  of  our  Colony,  and  therein  the 
Peace  of  Posterity  in  these  Parts  of  the  Country  is  necessarily 
included,  and  that  after  so  long  Liberty  to  present  your  Plea 
when  you  have  seen  meet.  — Gentlemen,  we  desire  a  full  Answer 
as  speedily  as  may  be,  whether  those  lately  impowered,  accept 
to  gov^eru  according  to  their  Commission,  if  not,  other  meet 
Persons  to  govern  may  by  us  be  impowered  in  their  Room  ; 
thus  desiring  the  Lord  to  unite  our  Hearts  and  Spirits  in  Ways 
well  pleasing  in  his  Sight,  which  is  the  Prayer  of  your  very  lov- 
ing Friends,  the  Council  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 
Signed  by  their  Order,  by  me 

John  Allyx,  Secietary.'" 

14— Vol.  XVIII. 
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No.  24. 

The  Last  Reply  of  jSew-Haveit  Colony  to  Connecticut. 

New-Havkn,  January  5,  1664. 
Honoured  Qentiemen, 

Whereas  by  yours,  dated  December  21,  1664,  you  please  to 
say,  that  you  did  the  same  as  we,  not  making  any  Grievances 
known  to  the  Commissioners,  &;c.  unto  that,  may  be  returned, 
that  you  had  not  the  same  Cause  so  to  do  from  any  Pretence 
of  Injury,  by  our  intermeddling  with  your  Colony  or  Govern- 
ment Interest,  unto  which  we  refer  that  Passage  for  our  ex- 
pressing Desires  to  manage  all  our  Matters  in  Confederacy  with 
tiie  Confederation,  we  hope  you  will  not  blame  us;  how  dis- 
sonant or  consonant  your  Actings  with  us  have  been,  we  leave 
to  the  Confederation  to  judge  as  their  Records  may  show  — 
that  Article,  which  allows  two  Colonies  to  join,  doth  also,  with 
others,  assert  the  Justness  of  each  Colony's  distinct  Rights, 
until  joined  to  mutual  Satisfaction,  and  the  Provision  made 
in  such  Case  the  last  Session,  we  gainsay  not,  when  the  Union 
is  so  compleated,  and  a  new  Settlement  of  the  Confederation, 
by  the  respective  General  Courts,  accomplished — their  patheti- 
cal  Advice  for  an  amicable  Union,  we  wish  may  be  so  attended— 
in  Order  thereunto,  we  gave  you  Notice  of  a  Committee  pre- 
pared to  treat  with  you  for  such  an  Accommodation,  unto 
which  you  gave  us  no  Answer,  but  instead  thereof,  send  forth 
your  Edict  from  Authority  upon  us,  before  our  Conviction  for 
Submission  was  declared  to  you— the  Argument  from  our  in- 
terraixt  Situation,  is  the  same  now  as  it  was  before  our  confed- 
erating and  even  since,  and  affords  no  more  Ground  now  to 
disannul  the  Government  than  before— we  might  marvel  at 
your  Strange,  why  we  should  think  your  Success  should  be 
Debtor  to  our  Silence,  and  that  because  the  News  of  our  Non- 
compliance was  with  the  Commissioners,  as  if  the  mere  News  of 
such  a  Thing  contained  the  Strength  of  all  we  had  to  say  or 
plead. — Gentlemen,  we  intreat  you  to  consider,  that  there  is 
more  in  it  than  so,  yea,  that  still  we  have  to  alledge  Things  of 
Weight,  and  know  where  and  how,  if  we  choose  not  rather-- 
Cetera  desunt. 


No.  2.1. 
The  Letter  Referred  to  in  Narrative  20,  or  State  of  New-Haven 

Case. 
CHARLES  R. 

Trusty  and  well  Beloved,  we  greet  you  well. — Whereas  we 
have   been    given    to   understand,   that    our    good    Subjects, 
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Thomas  Chiffinch.  John  Scott,  John  Winthrop,  Daniel  Denni- 
son  S„non  Bmdstreet,  Thonias  Miller,  Richard  Sn.ith.  Ec^vvard 
fnd  th^^T'  ""'  K'«hardson,  John  Alcock,  William  Hudson, 
and  their  Associates,  having,  m  the  Right  of  Majar  Asherton 
a  just  Propriety  in  the  Narraganset  Country,  in  New-England' 
by  Grrant^  from  the  native  Princes  of  that  Country,  and  bein-^ 
desirous  to  improve  it  into  an  English  Colonv  and  Plantation^ 

Sub  eir  h'"'""'^  ""^  °"'  "^'"P"""  """^  '^''^  ^«'"'"""  ^«-l  -i  o-r 
in  their  p"^  ""  """'   ^"'-^  ^'^^'^''^^^^  ^^^  unjustly  moleste.l 
in  their  Possession  and   laudable  Endeavours,  by  certain  un- 
reasonable and  turbulent  Spiritsof  Providence  Coiony,  of  Ne"  v- 
England  aforesaid,  to  the  great  Scandal  of  Justice  and  Govern- 
tatron ''''     ^^^  "^'"inent  Discouragement  of  that  hopeful  Plan- 
-  \Ve  have  therefore  thought  fit  hereby  effectually  to  recoin- 
xnend  the  saicl  Proprietors  to  your  neighbourly  Kindness  and 
iro.ec  ion,  the  Proprietors  to  be  permitted   peaceablv  to  im- 
prove  the.r  Colony  and   Plantation   in  New- England,'  will    I 
you    on  all  Occasions,  to  be  assisting  to  them  against    uch  u.: 
just  Oppressions  and  Molestations,  that  so  they  mav  he  secur  d 
m    the  full  and   peaceable   Enjoyment  of  their  said  Countrv 
according  to  the  Right  and  Title  they  Have  to  it,  whe'ei^    ve 

jood  r    ''' "'  """'•  ""^""'"^^^  ^"^  c-«'  -^i  «'-">  oi  I, 

good  Occasions    express  i^ow  graciously  we  accept  of  vour  Con, - 
Phance  with  this  our  Recommendation,  and  so  we  bid  you  Fare- 

•    ^r^S-t^  '"''''  ^'"''■^'  ^^'  ^Vhitehall,  the  31st  Day  of  June    IGG'] 
in  the  Fifteenth  Year  of  our  Reign. 

l^y  His  Majesty's  Command, 

XI-    Tir  •    .    ,    ^  '         Henry  Bejvnett 

His  Majesty's  Sign  Manual  annexed. 

-Indorsed   and    directed   as  followeth,-To  our  trustv  and 
well    beloved    Subjects,  the   Governor  and    Assistants    If   th 
Massachusetts,  Plymouth,  New-Haven,  and  Connecticut  Joi- 


No.  26.  ^ 

lie  marks. 

Here    ends   the   History  of  the  old   Colony  of   New-Haven 

which   begun  in   a  voluntary  Association  for  the  Purposes  "f 

Government,   and   who  extended  their  Settlements  wLerever 

TloXtheS       P""?'J""'-     "^'^'^  P'-'"^^'^^^^'   Plantations.:     : 
along  the  Sea  Coast,  from  Guilford  on  the  East,  to  Greenwich. 
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or  Rye,  on  tlie  West,  witli  tlie  Exceptions  of  Norwalk,  Fair- 
field and  Stratford,  which  belonged  to  Hartford.  Hartford  old 
Colony  was  mostly  comprised  witliiii  a  Part  of  the  present 
Counties  of  Hartford  and  New-London.  Upon  both  these  Col- 
onies being  melted  down  into  one,  under  the  ( 'harter,  all  Plan- 
tations which  were  without  the  Limits  of  the  Charter  dropped 
oft'  of  course.  Tliose  attempted  on  Delaware-Bay,  long  before 
the  ('harter,  never  came  to  any  Thing,  benig  opposed  by  the 
Dutcli  and  !Swe<les  ;  and  after  the  Charter  were  never  more 
lieard  of  or  resumed. 

Tiie  ])reseiit  practical  Colony  of  C'onnecticut  is  situated  as 
follows;  agreeable  to  President  Clapp,  vi/. 

On  the  Sea  Shore,  from  Byram  River,  in  Lat,  40°  .'jU  N.  Long. 
74°  10^  to  Paukatuck  River,  in  Lat.  41°  17',  Long.  72°  25^  is 
about  88  Miles,  on  a  straight  Line. 

The  present  East  Line,  next  Rhode-Island,  is  45  Miles. 

Tlie  North  Line,  on  the  Massachusetts  Colony,  73  Miles. 

West  Jjine,  on  New- York,  78  Miles. 

Miles. 
The  present  Extent  of  Connecticut  on  the  South,  or  Sea, 

as  fibove  state(L  is 88 

From  Paukatuck  River,  the  e.stablished    Kast   Bounds,  to 

the  Mouth  of  Narraganset-Bay.  the  Bounds  mentioned 

in  the  Charter,  in  a  straight  Line,  about 25 

From   Byram  River,  the  present  Bounds  on  the  West,  to 

Maroneck  River,  the  Bounds  fixed  by  tlieCommissioners 

in  1GG4,  al)out      7 

This  gives,  in  the  Whole,  the  Front  mentif)ned  in  Lord  Saj' 

and  Seal's  C-frant, 120 

A  Line  drawn  North -North- West  from  Maroneck  River, 
would  be  at  Right  Angles  with  the  Coast  thereabout,  and 
nearly  so  with  the  general  Course  of  the  Coast  to  Narraganset 
Bay.  ' 

Thus  Rhode-Island  has  taken  off  25  Miles  on  the  East,  and 
New-York  7  Miles  on  tlie  West,  from  the  Sea  Line  in  iiord  Say 
and  Seal's  Grant. 

Whether  the  Commissioners,  in  fixing  the  Line  N.  N.  W. 
from  Maroneck  River,  had  any  Regard  to  either  t>f  those  Cir- 
cumstances—or whetlier  they  meant  only  to  include  to  Con- 
necticut their  most  Western  Settlement,  which  at  that  Time 
was  the  Town  of  Rye— and  whether  that  Settlement  was  or  was 
not  made,  with  a  Regard  to  the  Extent  of  120  Miles  from  Nar- 
raganset-Bay— does  not  appear  from  any  authentic  Memorials, 
but  is  left  to  Conjecture.  But  it  is  not  easy  to  account,  why 
this   Distance  should    l)e  the  same  as  in  Lord  Sav  and  Seal's 
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Grant,  if  a  Regard  had  not  been  paid  thereto.  Connecticut 
plead  a  Right  in  this  Grant  before  tlie  (JonnnLssiouers  tlie  fol- 
lowing Year. 

iV;  S.  The  present  Western  Bounds,  at  Byrani  Brook,  are 
nearly  tlie  same  with  those  agreed  upon  by  the  Dutch  and  New- 
Haven  old  Colony  in  1G50,  said  to  be  to  the  West  Side  of  Green- 
wich-Bav. 


No.  27. 

Act  of  Assembly,  in  Favour  of  the  Susquehanna  Company,  so 
Called.     Anno  Regni  Regis  Georgii  II.      Vicessimo  Octavo. 

At  a  General  Assembly  of  the  Governor  and  Companv  of  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  holden  at  Hartford,  on  the  second 
Thursday  of  May,  Anno  Domini  1755. 

Upon  the  Petition  of  Phineas  Lyman,  Roger  Wolcott,  jnn. 
Samuel  Gray,  Abraham  Davenport,  Esquires,  and  others,  their 
Associates,  to  the  Number  of  about  Eight  Hundred  and  Fiftv, 
known  by  the  Name  of  The  Susquehanna  Company,  by  their 
Agents  George  Wyllys,Danie]  Edwards, Samuel  Talcott, Thomas 
Saymour,  and  Eliphalet  Dyer,  representing  tliat  the  Colony, 
according  to  the  express  Limits  of  its  Royal  Charter,  is  in  Ex- 
tent from  the  Narraganset-Bay  on  the  Easr,  to  the  South-Sea 
to  the  West,  and  from  the  Sea  Shore  on  the  South,  to  the  Line 
of  the  Massachusetts  Province  on  the  Nortli ;— that  within 
and  towards  the  western  Part  of  its  Limits,  are,  and  Time  im- 
memorial have  been,  large  Numbei-s  of  the  Indian  Nations, 
commonly  called  the  Six  Nations,  dwelling,  improving  and 
claiming  a  large  Extent  thereof— that  a  certain  large  Parcel 
of  such  their  Claim,  situate  and  lying  on  the  Waters  of  the 
Susquehanna,  about  70  Miles  North  and  South,  and  from  about 
10  Miles  East  of  said  River,  extending  Westward  two  Degrees 
of  Longitude,  they  the  said  Indian  Nations  (not)  finding  nec- 
essary for  their  own  Use,  have,  for  very  valuable  Considera- 
tions, been  induced  to  relinquish,  and  to  sell  to  the  said  Peti- 
tioners, and  that  some  well  ordered  Plantation,  in  so  near  a 
Neigh bourliood  to  the  said  Nations,  might  most  likely  be  a 
Means  to  cement  and  fix  them  in  Friendsliij)  with  his  Majestys 
Snl)jects— and  that  they,  the  said  Indian  Nations,  art;  desir- 
ous such  Settlement  might  l)e  promoted  and  carried  on,  as  be- 
ing conducive  to  their  Interest  and  Safety  :  and  thereupon  i)ray- 
ing  the  Consent  of  this  Assembly,  that  his  Majesty,  if  it  shall 
be  his  Royal  Pleasure,  grant  said  Land  to  the  Petitioners,  and 
theif  Associates,  tliereon    to  erect  and  settle  a  ('olony,  for  the 
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more  effectual  securing?  said  Indians  in  his  Majesty's  Interest, 
and  Defence  of  his  Majesty's  Dominions  in  North-Amerioa, 
with  Liberty  of  furtlier  Purchases  of  said  Indians  to  said  Pur- 
pose, as  Occasion  may  be. 

Resolved  by  tliis  Assembly,  thcit  they  are  of  Opinion  that 
tlie  peaceably  and  orderly  erecting  and  carrying  on  some  new 
and  well  regulated  Colony  or  Plantation,  on  the  Lands  aV)ove 
mentioned,  would  greatly  tend  to  lix  and  secure  said  Indian 
Nations  in  Allegiance  to  his  Majesty,  and  Friendship  with  his 
Subjects,  and  accordingly  hereby  manifest  their  ready  Ac- 
(juiescence  therein,  if  it  should  be  his  Majesty's  Royal  Pleasure 
to  grant  said  Land  to  said  Petitioners,  and  thereon  erect  and 
settle  a  new  Colony,  in  such  Form,  and  under  such  Regula- 
tions as  might  be  consistent  with  his  Royal  Wisdom  — and  also 
take  Leave,  humbly  to  recommend  the  said  Petitioners  to  his 
Royal  Favour  in  the  Premises. 

The  Susquehanna  Company,  about  three  or  four  Years  ago, 
by  their  Committee,  in  a  Memorial  to  the  Assembly, offered  and 
resigned  to  the  Colony  all  tiinir  Riglit  in  the  Viefore-mentioned 
Jjands,  trusting  to  their  Goodness,  if  they  sliould  recover  and 
settle  the  same,  to  give  to  the  Company,  in  respect  to  their 
Purchase  of  the  Indian  Native  Right,  such  Part  of  the  Jjands, 
Jis  tliey  should  tliink  proper;  but  'tis  said  the  Assembly  did 
not  pass  any  Act,  declaring  their  Acceptance  of  the  Resigna- 
tion, and  that  the  same  was  not  made  by  any  Deed  from  the 
Persons  interested,  and  so  it  seems  to  be  a  Question  in  that 
Colony,  "Whether  the  Right  of  the  Susquehanna  Adventurers, 
whatever  the  same  may  have  been,  does  not  remain  in  them 
still. 

The  first  Application  to  the  Assembly  of  Connecticut  Col- 
ony, for  Lands  to  the  Westward,  was  made  by  a  Mr.  Hazard, 
late  of  Philadelphia,  some  little  Time  before  that  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna Cotni^any  before  mentioned,  in  whose  Favour,  the 
Assembly  passed  an  Act  or  Resolve,  much  to  the  same  Effect 
with  the  above,  for  the  Lands  'tis  said  lying  from  fOO  Miles 
to  the  Westward  of  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  to  100  Miles 
to  the  West  of  the  River  Mississippi. 


FINIS. 


CONNECTICUT  RECORDS 

AS    EXAMINED    BY    THE 

State  of  Pennsylvania 

IN   1782. 


C215) 


(216) 


V;. 

t^  THE  CONNECTICUT  KECORDS. 

Tlie  Fenwick  Agreement. 

Articles  of  Agreement  made,  and  concluded  betwixt  G-eorge^ 
Fenwick,  Esq^,  of  Saybrook  Fort  on  tlie  one  part,  and  Ed- 
ward Hopkins,  Jolm  Haynes,  Jolin  Mason,  Jobu  Steel  and 
James  Boosey  for  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  Con- 
necticut River  on  tlie  other  part,  the  5""  of  December,  1644. 
Tlie  said  George  Fenwick  Esq'.,  doth  by  tliese  presents  con- 
vey and  make  over  to  ilie  use  and  for  the  Behoof  of  the  Juris- 
diction of  Connecticut  River  aforesaid,  tlie  Fort  at  Saybrook 
with  the  Appurtenances  hereafter  mentioned  to  be  enjoyed 
by  them  forever. 

Two  deme  culverin  cast  Peices  with  all  the  Shot  thereujito 
appertaining  except  Fifty  which  are  reserved  for  his  own  ITse. 
Two  long  Saker  cast  peices  with  all  the  Shot  thereunto  be- 
longing. One  Murtherer  with  two  Chambers,  and  two  ham- 
ered  Peices,  two  Barrels  of  Gun  Powder,  Forty  Musquets  with 
Eandeliers  and  Rests,  as  also  four  carabines.  Swords,  and  such 
Irons  as  ai-e  there  for  a  Draw  Bridge,  one  Sow  of  Lead  and 
Irons  for  the  Cariages  of  Ordinance  and  all  the  Housing  within 
The  Palisado. 

It  is  also  i^rovided  and  agreed  betwixr  the  said  l^arries  that 
all  the  Land  upon  tJie  River  of  Connecticut  shall  belong  to  tlie 
said  Jurisdiction  of  Connecticut,  and  such  Lands  as  are  yet 
undisjjosed  shall  i)e  ordered  and  given  out  by  a  Committee  of 
Five  whereof  George  Fenwick  Esq"  aforesaid  is  always  to  be 
one. 

It  is  further  provided  and  agreed  That  the  Town  of  Say- 
brook shall  be  carried  on  according  to  such  agreements  and  in 
that  way  Avhicli  is  all  ready  followed  there,  and  attended  be- 
twixt Mr  Fenwick  and  the  Inhabitants  there. 

It  is  also  ]irovided  and  agreed  betwixt  the  said  Partie>;.  that 
George  Fenwick  Esq""  shall  have  Liberty  to  dwell  in,  and  make 
u«e  of  any  or  all  the  Housing  belonging  to  the  .said  Fort  for 
the  si)ace  of  Ten  Years,  he  Keeping  those  which  he  makes  use 
of  in  sufficient  repair  (extraordinary  Casualties  excepted)  and 
in  Case  he  remove  his  dwelling  to  any  other  place  that  he  give 
half  a  years  warning  thereof  that  Provision  may  be  made  ac- 
cordingly, only  it  is  agreed  that  there  shall  be  some  convenient 
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part  of  the  Housing  reserved  for  a  Gunner  and  his  Family  to 
live  in  if  tlie  Jurisdif-rion  see  fit  to  settle  one  there. 

It  is  furtlier  provided  and  agreed  betwixt  tfie  said  Parties 
that  George  Fenwick  Esq'  sliall  enjoy  to  his  own  proper  use 
these  particulars  following. 

The  House  near  adjoinhig  to  the  wliarfT  with  the  WharfT 
and  an  Acre  of  Ground  thereunto  i)elonging  Provided  the  said 
Acre  of  Ground  take  not  up  above  eight  Rods  in  breadth  by 
tlie  waterside. 

The  point  of  Land  and  the  Mai-sh  lying  under  the  Barn 
already  Hiiilt  by  the  said  George  Fenwick. 

The  Island  connnonly  called  .six  Mile  Island  with  the  Meadow 
thereunto  adjoining  on  the  East  side  the  River. 

The  Ground  adjoining  to  the  Town  Field  which  is  already 
taken  off  and  inclosed  with  three  Rayles  by  the  said  George 
Fenwick,  ordy  there  is  Liberty  granted  to  the  said  Jurisdiction 
if  they  see  fit  to  build  a  Fort  upon  the  western  point  where- 
unto  there  shall  be  allowed  an  Acre  of  Ground  for  a  House 
Lott. 

It  is  also  provided  and  agreed  That  the  said  George  Fenwick 
Esq'  shall  have  free  Warren  in  his  own  Lands,  and  Liberty 
for  a  Fowler  for  his  own  Occasions,  as  also  the  like  Liberty  is 
reserved  for  any  other  of  the  Adventurers  that  may  come  into 
these  Parts  with  a  double  House  Lot  in  such  place  where  they 
may  chus.;  to  settle  their  abode. 

All  tlie  forementioned  Grants  except  before  excepted  the  said 
George  Fenwick,  Esq'  doth  engage  himself  to  make  good  to 
the  Jurisdiction  aforesaid  against  the  Claim  that  may  be  made 
by  any  other  to  the  premises  by  Reason  of  any  Disbursements 
made  upon  the  place. 

The  said  George  Fenwick  doth  also  promise  that  all  the  Lands 
from  Narraganset  River  to  the  Fort  of  8ajd)rook  mentioned 
in  a  Pattent  granted  by  the  Earl  of  Warwick  to  certain  Nobles 
and  Gentlemen  shall  fall  in  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  Connec- 
ticut if  it  come  into  his  Powei\  For  and  in  regard  of  the  Prom- 
ises and  other  good  Considerations  the  said  Edward  Hopkins, 
John  Haynes,  Jolin  Mason,  John  Steel,  and  James  Boosey 
Authorized  thereunto  by  the  General  Court  for  the  Jurisdic- 
tion of  Connecticut,  Do  in  behalf  of  the  said  Jurisdiction  pro- 
mise and  agree  to  and  with  the  said  George  Fenwick  Esq'  That 
for  and  during  the  space  of  ten  full  and  compleat  years  to  be- 
gin from  the  first  of  March  next  ensuing  the  date  of  these  pre- 
sents there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the  said  George  Fen- 
wick or  his  Assigns  the  T)erticular  Sums  hereafter  following  : 

Each  Bushel  of  Corn  of  all  sorts  or  Meal  that  shall  pass  out 
at  the  Rivers  mouth  shall  pay  two  pence  p*^  Busshel. 
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Every  Hundred  of  Kisquet  that  shall  in  like  manner  pass 
out  at  the  Rivers  Mouth  shall  pay  sixpence. 

Each  Milch  Cow.  and  Mare  of  three  years  old  or  upwards 
within  any  of  the  Towns  or  Farms  upon  the  River  shall  pay 
T\\elve  pence  p'  Annum  during  the  foresaid  Term. 

Each  Hog,  or  Sow  that  is  kil'ed  by  any  perticular  Person 
within  the  Limits  of  the  River  and  the  Jurisdiction  aforesaid 
to  be  improved  either  for  his  own  perticular  Use,  or  to  make 
Market  of  shall  in  like  manner  pay  Twelve  pence  p'  Annum. 

Each  Hogshead  of  l^eaver  traded  out  of  this  Jurisdiction  and 
past  by  Water  down  the  River  shall  pay  Twenty  shillings  Each 
pound  of  Beaver  traded  wivhin  the  Limitts  of  the  River  shall 
pay  two  pence,  only  it  is  provided  that  in  Case  the  General 
Trade  with  the  Indians  now  in  Agitation  proceed,  this  Tax 
upon  Bever  mentioned  in  this  and  the  foregoing  Article  shall 
fall. 

The  said  Committee  do  by  the  Power  aforesaid  consent  and 
agree  to  and  with  the  said  George  Fenwick  Esq"-  That  he  the 
said  George  Fenwick  and  his  heirs  shall  be  free  of  any  Impo- 
sition or  Costomes  that  may  hereafter  by  the  Jurisdiction  be 
imposed  at  the  Fort. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  aforesaid  Payments  shall  be  made  in 
manner  following: 

What  shall  be  due  from  the  Grain  that  is  Exported  shall  be 
paid  in  Grain  according  to  the  proportion  of  the  several  kinds 
of  Grain  that  do  pass  away  at  the  common  current  price, 
neither  attending  such  prices  on  the  one  Hand  that  the  Court 
may  set,  nor  yet  on  the  other  Hand  sucli  as  Corn  may  be  sold 
at  tiirough  the  necessities  of  Men,  and  in  Case  of  any  differ- 
ence then  the  price  shall  be  set  by  two  good  men  the  one  chosen 
by  Mr  Fenwick  and  the  other  by  the  Court,  what  shall  be  due 
otherwise  shall  be  paid  in  Beaver,  Wampum,  Barley,  Wheat 
or  Pease,  the  former  Consideration  for  the  price  to  be  herein 
also  attended  ;  and  it  is  provided  and  agreed  that  a  strict  order 
and  Course  shall  be  taken  in  observing  what  Grain  is  put  abord 
any  Vessel  that  goeth  down  the  River  from  any  of  the  Towns, 
and  due  notice  being  taken  thereof  every  Boat  or  Vessel  shall 
be  enjoined  to  take  a  Note  from  some  deputed  by  the  Court 
in  each  Town  what  quantities  and  kinds  of  Grain  are  aboard 
the  said  Vessel  and  to  deliver  to  M""  Fenwick  or  his  Assigns 
at  Saybrook  so  much  as  will  be  due  to  him  according  to  the 
forementioned  agreements.  And  likewise  for  the  other  pay- 
ments due  a  Care  shall  betaken  that  they  be  made  at  the  place 
aforesaid  in  as  convenient  a  way  as  maybe  comfortably  at- 
tended and  that  all  indirect  Courses  be  prevented  whereby  the 
true  meaning  of  these  agreements  mav  be  Evaded. 
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In  Witness  whereof  the  Parties  before  meiiTioned  have  here- 
unto put  their  Hands  the  day  and  Year  abo\  esaid. 

CiKOR&K  Jb'KrHWlCKK  EUWAHD    HOPKIXS 

John  Haynbs 
JoHx  Mason 
JoHx  Steel 
James  Boosey 

It  was  afterwards  concluded  both  by  the  General  Court  of 
Connecticut  and  M"^  Fenwick  that  in  Case  there  should  any 
Difference  arise  touchint?  ihe  Interpretation  of  any  of  the 
within  mentioned  Agreements  the  determination  and  Issuing 
thereof  should  be  referred  to  those  who  made  the  said  Agree- 
ments being  best  aequaintetl  with  tlieir  own  intendments. 

It  was  also  agreed  betwixt  George  Fenwick  Esq'  and  the 
Com'™  within  mentionetl  tlie  ll"*  of  October  1645  in  regard 
there  hath  not  been  a  due  and  full  attendance  to  the  said 
Agreements  this  present  Year,  by  means  whicli  in  part  arose 
from  the  unwillingness  in  Masters  of  Vessels  to  stay  always  at 
Saybrook  for  the  delivery  of  the  Corn  due  to  M''  Fenwick,  that 
the  said  Agreements  shall  begin  and  take  place  from  the  lirst 
of  March  next  being  104.")  to  the  end  and  Term  of  Ten  Years 
and  for  the  preventing  of  the  aforementioned  diliculty  George 
Fenwick  Esq-  dotu  agree  is  content  to  take  what  Corn  sliall 
be  due  unto  him  at  the  Towns  of  Hartford  or  Weatherstields 
and  the  said  Committee  doth  in  behalf  of  the  General  Court 
and  by  Virtue  of  Power  committee  to  them  agree  and  under- 
take that  at  any  Time  within  fourteen  Days  after  warning  and 
notice  given  ))y  George  Fenwick,  Esq  or  his  Assigns  there 
shall  be  delivered  to  any  Vessel  he  or  they  shall  appoint  such 
Corn  jiS  is  due  to  him  by  Virtue  of  this  Agreement  at  either  of 
the  Towns  aforesaid.  Nevertheless  it  is  still  provided  that  the 
Master  of  every  Vessel  carry  a  Note  of  the  quantities  of  Grain 
with  the  several  kinds  thereof  that  are  laden  by  any  aboard  his 
Vessel  from  such  Persons  as  are  deputed  by  the  General  Court 
to  tJiat  Service  and  deliver  it  to  George  Fenwick  or  his  Assigns 
before  they  depart  from  Saybrook  under  the  penalty  mentioned 
in  an  Order  made  by  the  General  Court  of  Connecticut  for  pre- 
venting of  any  indirect  or  collusive  proceedings  in  violation  of 
the  said  Agreement. 

And  whereas  several  penalties  are  by  the  said  Order  to  be  in- 
flicted upon  sucli  as  shall  transgres^  or  seek  to  evade  the  true 
meaning  of  the  said  Agreements.  It  is  now  agreed  and  con- 
sented to  by  the  aforesaid  T'ommittee  that  the  one  half  of  thiit 
which  is  so  forfeited  by  any  shall  be  and  appertain  to  the  said 
(reorge  Fenwick  Esq"^  or  his  Assigns  and  the  other  to  such  as 
siiall  inform. 

E.   Hoi'KINS. 
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A  true  (Jopy  from  tlie  ancient  Records  of  the  State    of  Con- 
necticut. 

Examined 

By  Georgk  Wyllys,  Secretary. 


The  Proceedings  of  the  New  England  Commissionerf,. 
At  a  Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  united  Colonies 
of  New  England  held  at  Boston  the  second  September,   1658. 

The  Issue  of  the  difference  between  the  town  Colonies  of  the 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  about  the  Pequot  Country  be- 
ing jointly  referred  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  other  two  Col- 
onics is  as  followeth  : 

Wliereas  there  is  controversy  again  revived  between  the  two 
Colonies  of  Massachusetts  and   Connecticutt  concerning  their 
Interest  in  the  Pequot  Country,  and   many  Pleas  have  been 
made  on    both  Sides;  lor  their  greater   Interests  We  having 
seriously  weighed  what   hath   been  by  each  of  them  alledged, 
Conceive  the   Determination  doth  arise  only  from  the  several 
Rights   by  Conquest,  the  which  from    ought  we    can    under- 
stand is  not  greatly  different,  Yet  being  tender  of  anv  Incon- 
venience or  Disturbance  that  may  arise  or  accrue  to  those  that 
are  already  possessed  Either  by  Commission   from  Massachu- 
setts  or  Connecticut  in  any  part  thereof  should  they  now   be 
put  out  of  their  Improvements 
And  also  upon  Inquiry  find  not  the  Pequot  Countrv  which 
■  extendeth  from  Naantick  unto  a  place  called  Wekapaug  about 
Ten  Miles  Eastward  fi-om  Mistick  River  may  conveniently  ac- 
comodate two  Plantations  or  Townships,  wJ therefore  respect- 
ing things  as  they  now  stand  do  conclude.  That  Mistick  River 
be  the   Bounds  between   them  as  to  Proprietarv  Jurisdiction 
so  far  as  Conquest  may  give  Title  thereunto,  Allwavs  Provided 
that  such    as  are   already  accomodated  by  Commission  from 
Either  of  the  said  Governments  or  have  Grants  of  any  Tract 
of  Land  on  any  side  of  the  said  Mystick  River  be  not  molested 
in   any  their  Possessions  or  Rights  by  any  after  Grants,  and 
that  all  due  Care  be  had  that  Christian  Societv  and  Ordinances 
may  be  provided    for,  and    upheld    according  to   God  in  each 
Plantation. 

Thomas  Prince 

JOSIAH  WiNSLOW 

Francis  Nkwman 

■u^  -«,>,   ^    ..  .  William  Leets 

Boston  le'"  ^ep'""  '58. 
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By  Boundinj^  it  l)v  Mistick  River  We  intend  that  the  River 
should  bathe  Bounds  so  far  as  the  Pond  by  Lanthorn  Hill  and 
thence  from  the  middle  of  tlie  said  Pond  to  run  away  upon  a 
North  Line. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Records  of  the  Comissioners  of  the 
united  Colonies,  in  the  Secrstary's  Office  of  the  State  of  Cou- 
necticut. 

Examin**, 

By  George  Wyllys,  Secretary. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  United  Colonie.i 
of  New  lingland  held  at  Hartford,  September  first,  1659. 

A  controversie  betwixt  the  Governments  of  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut  determined  as  folioweth  : 

Concerning  their  several  Rights  in  the  Pequot  Country 
formerly  heard  by  the  Commissioners  of  tlie  other  two  Govern- 
ments was  now  again  revived,  and  a  Review  desired  by  Major 
John  Mason,  and  Daniel  Clark,  Agents  appointed  and  im- 
powered  by  the  General  Court  of  Hartford  the  forementioned 
Pleas  on  either  Side  presented  being  daily  weighed  and  con- 
sidered by  the  Comihissioners  of  the  other  two  Colonies,  We 
do  declare  as  followetli  viz, 

That  we  se  no  cause  to  vary  from  the  determination  the  last 
year,  we  finding  no  meterial  new  Evidence,  on  either  side  that 
might  draw  us  thereunto.  For  although  Connecticut  have 
largely  pleaded  their  Right  by  Pattent  yet  they  have  not  pro- 
duced any,  nor  proved  it  to  our  satisfaction,  much  less  have 
they  proved  that  this  Pattent  that  they  speak  of  doth  include 
the  Lands  in  Controversy  ;  As  to  their  mutual  plea  of  Posses- 
sion Ave  wave  it,  as  finding  thejn  both  to  be  thought  at  several 
Times  possessed. 

To  the  main  plea,  of  Conquest  on  which  the  Hinge  of  our  de- 
termination principally  depends,  We  cannot  Ijut  consider  them 
as  joint  Conquerors  their  Cause  and  Quarrel  being  the  same,and 
against  the  same  common  Enemy,  for  altho'  the  Victory  ob- 
tained against  them  at  Mistick  Fort  (which  was  the  great  Blow 
given  them  in  the  Pequot  Country)  must  be  given  to  tlie  forces 
of  Connecticut  only  (under  God)  yet  it  is  evident  tliat  the 
Massachusetts  were  at  the  same  time  upon  motion,  having  the 
same  design  in  their  Eye,  and  though  their  remoteness  made 
them  too  late  to  engage  with  them  in  that  Expedition,  yet  its 
undeniable  that  the  Massachusetts  struck  m  with  them  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  same  War,  and  did  though  jjersued  to  an- 
other Place  Vanquish  the  same  Enemy,  without  which  the  con- 
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quest  was  not  Compleat,  and  might  yet  have  proved  difficult. 
And  if  we  look  into  tlie  Ancient  Records  of  the  Commissioners 
we  shall  find  that  the  Right  of  the  Massachusetts  by  Conquest 
was  at  no  Time  denyed,  sometimes  called  a  joint  Conquest  and 
at  a  Common  Charge  and  at  that  Time  when  the  Plantation  of 
New  London  was  given  to  Connecticut  its  in  the  very  Act 
implyed  that  there  is  a  reservation  still  made  for  them. 

Jos.    WiNSLOW 

Thomas  South  worth 
Francis  Newman 
William  Leets 
Hartford,  September  14'",  1659. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Records  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
united  Colonies  in  the  Secretary's  Office  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut. 

Examin'' 

By  George  Wyllys,  SecreVy 


The  King's  Letter  to  the  Colony. 

To  our  Trusty  and  well  beloved  Our  Governor  and  Council 
of  our  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  England. 

Charles  R. 

Trusty  and  well  beloved  We  greet  you  well, having  according 
to  the  resolution  We  declared  to  M"^  John  Winthrop  at  the 
Time  when  we  renewed  your  Charter,  now  sent  these  Person.^ 
of  known  Abilities  and  alTection  to  Us,  that  is  to  say  Co'  Rich- 
ard Nichols  S"^  Robert.  Car  Knt.  George  Cartwright  Esq"^  and 
Samuel  Mavericke  Esq''  as  our  Commissioners  to  visit  those  our 
several  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  New  England,  to  the  end 
that  We  may  be  the  better  informed  of  the  State  and  Avelfare  of 
our  good  Suljjects,  whose  prosperity  is  very  dear  to  us.  We  can 
make  no  question  but  that  they  shall  find  that  reception  from 
you,  which  may  testify  your  respect  to  Us  from  whome  they 
are  sent  for  your  Good,  We  need  not  tell  you  how  careful  we 
are  of  your  Liberties  and  Privileges  whether  Ecclesiastical  or 
Civil  which  we  will  not  Suffer  to  be  violated  in  the  least  de- 
gree, and  that  they  may  not  Ije,  is  the  principal  Business  of 
our  said  Commissioners  as  likewise  to  take  Care,  that  the 
Bounds  and  Jurisdiction  of  our  several  Colonies  there  may  be 
clearly  agreed  upon,  that  every  one  may  enjoy  what  of  right 
belongs  unto  them  without  strife  and  Contention,  and  espe- 
cially that  the  Natives  of  that  Country  who  are  willing  to  live 
peaceably  and  Neighbourly  with  Our  English  Subjects  may 
receive  such   Justice  and  civil  Treatment  from  them  as  may 
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make  them  the  more  in  Love  witli  their  Religion  and  Manners; 
So  not  (louV>ting  of  your  full  Complyance  and  Submission  to 
our  desire  We  bid  you  farewell. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Whitehall  the  23'*  day  of  April  1664  in 
the  36"'  Year  of  our  Rei(?n. 

Bv  his  Majestys  Command 

Henry  Bennet. 
To  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Connecticut  in  New  England. 

A  true  Copy  of  the  original  Letter,  in  the  Secretary's  OflHce, 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Examin*^ 

By  George  Wyllys,  Secret'y. 


By  Virtue  of  his  Majestys  Commission  We  have  heard  the 
differences  about  the  Bounds  of  the  Pattents  granted  to  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York  and  his  Majesty's  Colony  of 
Connecticut,  and  having  deliberatly  considered  all  the  Rea- 
sons alledged  by  M'  Allyn  Senior  M"^  Gold,  M"^  Richards,  and 
Cap'.  Wintlirop  appointed  by  the  Assembly  held  at  Hartford 
the  IS""  day  of  October  1664  to  accompany  John  Winthrop  Esq"^ 
the  Governor  of  his  Majesty  s  Colony  of  Connecticut  to  New 
York,  and  by  M^  Howel  and  Captain  Young  of  Long  Island, 
why  the  said  Long  Island  should  be  under  the  Government  of 
Connecticut,  which  are  too  long  here  to  be  recited;  We  do 
declare  and  Order  that  the  Southern  Bounds  of  his  Majestys 
Colony  of  Connecticut  is  the  Sea,  and  that  Long  Island  is  to  be 
under  the  Government  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York 
as  is  exprest  by  plain  words  in  the  said  Pattents  respectively. 

And  also  by  Virtue  of  his  Majestys  Commission  and  by  the 
consent  of  both  the  Governors,  and  the  Gentlemen  abovenamed, 
AVe  also  Order  and  declare,  that  the  Creek,  or  River  called 
Mamoronock  which  is  reputed  to  be  about  Twelve  Miles  to  the 
East  of  West  Chester,  and  a  Line  drawn  from  the  East  point, 
or  side  where  the  fresh  Water  falls  into  the  Salt  at  highwater 
mark.  North  North  West  to  the  Line  of  the  Massachusetts,  be 
the  Western  Bounds  of  the  said  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and 
all  Plantations  lying  westward  of  that  Creek,  and  Line  so 
drawn,  to  be  under  his  Royal  Highness  Government,  and  all 
Plantations  lying  East  ward  of  that  Creek  and  Line,  to  be  under 
the  Government  of  Connecticut. 

(riven  under  our  Hands  at  Fort  James  in  New  York  on  Man- 
hatans  Island  the  30'''  day  of   November  1664. 

Richard  Nicolls 
George  Cartwright 
Samuel  Mavericke. 
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We  under  writen  on  the  behalf  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
liave  assented  unto  the  determination  of  his  Majestys  Coraiuiis- 
sioners  in  relation  to  the  Bounds  and  limits  of  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Dukes  Pattent  and  the  Pattent  of  Connecticut  Nov*^ 

30'\  1664 

John  Winthrop 

MATHKW  AliLYN 

Nathan  Gold 
James  Richards 
J.  Winthrop 

A  trne  Copy  of  an  Original  as  on  file  in  the  Secretary's  Offioe 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Examin"*. 

By  Gkorgb  Wyllys,  SecreVy. 


Proceedings  of  the  King's  Council. 

At  the  Court  at  Kensington  the  28'"  day  of  March,  170a 
Present. 

The  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty. 

Lord  Arch  Bpp  of  Canterbury,  Earl  of  Tankerville. 

Tjord  Chancelor,  Earl  of  Jersey. 

Lord  President,  Lord  Ferrers. 

Duke  of  Bolton.  Lord  Lexington. 

Lord  Great  Chamberlain,  M"^  Montague. 

Earl  of  Stamford,  M"^  Secretary  Vernon. 

Whereas  at  a  Council  held  at  Port  James  in  New  York  the  2B'* 
of  November,  1683,  certain  Articles  of  agreement  were  con- 
cluded, between  Colonel  Thomas  Dongan,  then  Governor  of 
that  Province  and  the  Council  of  the  said  Province,  on  one 
side,  and  Robert  Treat  Esq''  Governor  of  the  Colony  of  Connec- 
ticut, Major  Nathaniel  Gold,  Captain  John  Allyn,  Secretary, 
and  M'  William  PitRin  in  Commission  with  him  from  Connecti- 
cut, on  the  other  side  in  the  words  following: 

It  is  agreed  that  the  Bounds  Meers,  or  Dividend  between  his 
Royal  Highness's  Territories,  or  Province  in  America,  and  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  forever  hereafter  shall  begin  at  a  cer- 
tain Brook  or  River  called  Byram  Brook,  or  River,  which  River 
is  between  the  Towns  of  Rye  and  Greenwich,  that  is  to  say  at 
the  mouth  of  said  Brook  where  it  falleth  into  the  Sound,  at  a 
point  called  Lyons  Point,  which  is  the  Eastward  point  of  Byram 
River,  and  from  the  said  Point,  to  go  as  the  said  iliver  runeth 
to  the  place  where  the  common  Road,  or  wading  place  over 
the  said  River  is,  and  from  the  said  Road  or  Wading  Place  to 
go  North  North  West  into  the  Country  so  far  as  will  be  eight 
15— Vol.  XVIII. 
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English  Miles  from  the  aforesaid  Lyons  Point,  and  that  a  Ijine 
of  Twelve  Miles  being  measured  from  the  said  Lyons  Point  ac- 
cording to  the  Line  or  General  Course  of  the  bound  Eastward, 
■where  the  said  Twelve  Miles  endeth,  another  Line  shall  be  run 
from  the  Sound  eight  Miles  into  the  Country  North  North 
West,  and  also  that  a  fourth  Line  be  run,  that  is  to  say  from  the 
Northmost  end  of  the  eight  Mile  lAne  beingthe  third  mentioned 
Line,  which  fourth  liine  with  the  first  mentioned  liine  shall  be 
the  Bounds  where  they  shall  fall  to  run,  and  that  from  the 
Eastwsird  End  of  the  fourth  mentioned  Line  which  is  to  l>e 
Twelve  Miles  in  length,  a  Line  parallel  to  Hudsons  River  in 
every  place  Twenty  Miles  distant  from  Hudsons  River  shall  be 
the  Bounds  there,  between  the  said  Territories  or  Province  of 
New  York  and  the  said  Colony  of  Connecticut  so  far  as  Con- 
necticut Colony  doth  extend  Northwards,  that  is  to  the  South 
Line  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony,  only  it  is  provided  that  in 
('ase  the  Line  from  Byram  Brooks  mouth  North  North  West 
eight  Miles,  and  the  Line  that  is  then  to  run  twelve  Miles  to  the 
end  of  the  third  forementioned  Line  of  eight  Miles,  do  de- 
minish  or  take  away  Land  within  Twenty  Miles  of  Hudsons 
River,  That  then  so  much  as  is  in  Land  diminished  of  Twenty 
Miles  from  Hudsons  River  thereby,  shall  be  added  out  of  Con- 
necticut Bounds  unto  the  Line  aforementioned  Parallel  to 
Hudsons  River  and  Twenty  Miles  distant  from  it  the  additioji 
to  be  made  the  whole  lengtli  of  the  said  Parralel  Line,  and  in 
such  breadth  as  will  make  up  quantity  for  quantity,  what 
shall  be  diminished  as  aforesaid. 

That  what  Arrearages  are  due  from  the  Town  of  Rye  to  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  for  former  years,  and  the  present  years 
Rate  shall  be  paid  to  Connecticut. 

That  two  Surveyors  be  appointd  the  one  from  New  York  and 
the  other  from  Connecticut  to  make  a  Survey  and  Run  the  be- 
fore mentioned  Lines,  Partitions,  Limittsand  Bounds  be<  ween 
his  Royal  Highnesss  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut,  and  the  Surveyors  are  to  meet  at  the  Town  of 
Stamford  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  October  next  ensuing,  and 
to  be  directed  by  one  of  the  Council  and  two  more  commis- 
sioned from  each  rTOveniment. 

That  if  it  shall  please  the  Kings  Majesty  and  his  Royal  High- 
ness, to  accept  and  confirm  these  Articles  they  shall  be  good 
to  all  intents  forever  between  his  Royal  Highness  and  his  Heirs 
and  Assigns  and  the  Corporation  of  Connecticut,  and  their 
Successors,  and  this  Agreement  to  be  in  full  force.  Power  and 
"Virtue  from  the  Bay  of  the  Date  hereof;  In  Witness  whereof 
the  Parties  above  mentioned  have  to  these  Presents  inter- 
changably  set   their  Hands  and   Seals  at  Fort  James  in  New 
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York  the^2S...  ca/  of  November  in  the  Thirty  fif ,  h  Year  ot  ],is 
Majestys  Kejgn  Annoq  Dom  1(583. 

And  Whereas  in    pursuance  of  the  foresaid  agree.nents,  an 
ac.ua]  survey  of  the  Lands  and  Places  therein  n.entioned.  was 

a  tinted  f.rr '"'''■    '''  ''''  "^"''^"-^'^^^  ^^  (^o,n,nissi;ners 
appointed  for  that  service  in  tlie  words  foliowin-  • 

,.  ^^^^'■\"^  ^"^  ^"  pursuance  of  a  Commission  bearing  Date 
the  Twenty-sixth  day  of  September  1684,  from  the  right  Hon 
orable.X;oione]  Thomas   Dungan  Governor  Genera;  of  aiul 
Royal  Highness  s  Territories  in  America  &c 

s^ant  ZTl  ''"'"'"  ^'«  "^^°"  '^"  ""'''  Wednesday  of  this  In- 
Btant  October  meet  at  Stamford  Major  Nathaniel  Gold  Captain 
Jonathan  Sellek  Ensign  Daniel  Sherman  and  M^  John  Herri 
man  Surveyor  Commissioned  by  a  General  Court  held  at  Hart- 

S-'lfi^  ^t,    f'  ^°"""'^^^°»  *'^«y  produced  bearing  date  May  the 
8     1684  doth  fully  appear.    We  went  to  Lyons  Point  onthe  East 

u  ./u'"'^   ^'"^^^  ^"^  ^'•^"^  *^^«  ^o"tli  of  the  said  River 

North  half  Easterly,  and  so  came  to  a  great  Stone  at  Ihe  wad 
ing  Place  where  the  Road  cuts  the  said  River,  Thence  directed 
our  Course  North  North  West  six  Miles  and  a  half  and  there 
marked  three  white  Oak  Trees,  as  in  the  Mergent,  then  directe<l 
our  Course  West  and  by  North  seven  Miles  and  one  Hundred 
and  Twenty  Rods  which  brought  us  to  the  Northernmost  end 
of  a  Reach  of  Hudsons  River,  which  bears  we  judge  South  and 
by  West  a  quarter  westerly,  and  North  and  by  East  a  quarter 
Easterly  which  above  said  Line  falls  upon  the  said  Reach 
about  three  Miles  above  Fredrick  Philhpss  upper  Sl  over 
against  lapan,  and  the  said  River  bearing  North,  as  toitsgen^ 
eral  Course  upwards,  we  concluded  the  above  mentioned  West 
and   by  North  to   be  the  shortest  from  said  three  mark«^  Trees 

mrf  of?he  ?''^";  r^  'T'"^  unanimously  concluded  that 
r  .tTI  %  ""'^  *"■''"'  ^>'^"'  P«^nt  Easterly  to  bear  East 
^orth  East  We  di<l  from  said  Trees  at  eight  miles  distanced"! 
a  parra lei  to  the  Sound  (viz)  East  North  East  Twelve  Miles 
and  still  continued  said  Twelve  Miles  Line  East  Northeast' 
one  Mile  and  sixty  Rods  which  then  gave  Twenty  Miles  froni 

SounT'  ^""^  '"  ^'^^^  ^"^'  ^""^^^  ^""""^  ^^'^  f'*^"^  "'« 

Then  finding  the  oblong  of  Twelve  Miles  East  Norrh  Fast 
and  Eight  Mi.es^North  North  west  did  diminish  Si"tv  O  ; 
Thousand  tour  Hundred  forty  Acres  from  the  Twenty' Miles 
from  Hudson  River  we  added  to  the  abovesaid  Twenty  Miles 
apon  the  East  North  East  Line  three  Hundred  and  Five  Rods 
more  to  run  at  the  additional   breadth  parrallel  to   Hudson' 
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River,   till    it    meet  wirli    the    Massachusetts    Line,   which    we 

deemed   one   Hundred  distant  Miles  from  our  eight  Mile  Line, 

which  several  (Jourses,  with  their  tiistaiices  together  with  three 

Hundred,  and    live    Rods  added  do  clearly  appear  in  the  Piatt 

])v  the  surveyors  drawn    cind   hereto  annexed,  which  addition 

of  three  hundred  and  Five  Rods  we  referr  for  its  (J!onfirmation 

and  Ratification  to  the  two  Governments  from  whence  We  are 

imployed,  and  That  rhe  above   written  is  a  true   [copy]  of  our 

j)roceedings  We  liave  This  10"*  of  October  the  Yearabove  written 

subscribed  our  I^ames. 

John  Youngs  i 

John  Bell  I     ,  ^      k-       t7     , 

,,  ,,,  1   (  oinnnssioners  for  New  York. 

]*hilipWklls 

Robert  Vorcklain       j 

Jf ATHAN  (jrOLl).  | 

Jonathan  Sellick         '  ^.       ,     ,      ^,"  .     , 

-.  e,  ,   Com  rs  for  Connecticut. 

Daniel  Sherman 

John  Harrtman  | 

And  forasmuch  as  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade  and 
Plantations,  have  represented  to  his  Majesty  upon  occasion  of 
a  late  difference,  and  dispute  between  the  said  province  and 
Colony,  relating  to  tlie  Right  of  Governuient  over  the  Towns 
of  Rye,  and  Bedford,  lying  on  their  Borders,  that  it  may  be 
necessary  for  the  terminating  of  that  difference  and  prevent- 
ing all  future  disputes  about  tlie  Division  ]jineand  Boundaries 
between  the  said  Province  and  Colony  That  his  Majesty  would 
please  to  declare  his  Royal  Approbation  and  Confirmation  of 
the  said  Agreement  and  Survey;  His  Majesty  is  graciously 
])leased  with  the  advice  of  his  privy  Council  to  approve  and  Con- 
firm the  same,  and  pursuant  to  his  Royal  Pleasure  thereupon 
signified,  and  expressed  the  said  Agreements  and  Survey  are 
hereby  approved  and  confirmed  accordingly. 

Wliereof  tlie  respective  Governments  of  New  York  and  Con- 
necticut the  Towns  of  Rye  and  Bedford  and  all  Persons  whom 
it  may  concern  are  to  take  due  Notice  and  Conform  themselves 
thereunto.  John  Povey. 

A  true  Copy  of  an  Original  on  file  in  The  Secretary's  Office 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Exam  in"*. 

By  George  Wyllys,  Secretary. 


The  Agreement  Between.  Neio  York  and  Comiecticui. 
Articles  of  Agreement  made  an<l  concluded  at  Greenwich  in 
the  Colonv  of  Connecticut  on   tlie  Twenty  ninth   day  of  April 
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in  the  Eleventh  Year  of  th«  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Loid 
Cxeorge  of  Great  Brirain,  Prance  and  Ireland  King  defender  of 
the  Faith  &c  and  in  tlie  Year  of  our  Ijord  One  Thousand  seven 
Hundred  and  Twenty  five.  Between  Francis  Harrison.  Cad- 
wallader  Coiden  Surveyor  iienerai  of  the  Province  of  New  York 
and  Isaac  Hicks  Esq'  Aiitliorized  and  appointed  by  his  i\ia- 
jestys  Commission  under  tlie  great  Ss^al  of  said  Province  and 
dated  at  Fort  George  in  New  York  thetliird  Day  of  tliislnsrani 
Month  in  the  Y'ear  above  written.  To  Run,  mark  out  distinguish 
and  ascertain  the  Lines  of  l^arrition  and  Division  between  said 
Piovince  and  the  Colony  of  Connecricut  on  the  one  side.  And 
Jonatiian  Law  Samuel  Eels  Roger  Wolcott  Esq",  and  John 
Copp  and  Edmund  Lewis  Surveyors,  Commissioners  appointed 
and  Authorized  by  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  to  meet  with  the 
Commissioners  from  New  York  to  treat  with,  settle,  agree,'  Run, 
ascertain,  and  fix  the  Partition  Lines  between  the  Province 
of  New  York  and  Colony  of  Connecticut  on  the  other  side. 

Imprimis  it  is  hereby  stipulated,  covenanted,  and  firmly 
agreed  to,  by  and  between  us  the  Commissioners  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  New  York  aforesaid,  and  the  Commissioners  and  Sur- 
veyors of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  aforesaid  respectively  ap- 
pointed for  running,  settling  and  ascertaining  the  Lines  of 
Partition  and  Division  between  the  said  Province  and  the  said 
Colony,  That  we  the  said  Commissioners  and  Surveyors  shall 
begin  at  Lyons  Point,  and  from  thence  run  by  the  Compass  a 
Line  Nortli  half  a  point  Easterly.  One  AJile  and  an  half  and 
Twenty  Rods,  and  from  tlie  end  of  the  said  Line  we  shall  run  a 
straight  Line  to  the  Rock  at  the  Road  or  wading  place,  and 
observe  the  distance  from  the  said  Rock  and  the  end  of  the 
said  Line,  Then  we  shall  run  from  the  said  Rock  North  Nor 
West  six  Miles  and  an  lialf,  and  if  we  shall  not  find  the  Trees 
marked  at  the  end  thereof  which  are  supposed  to  be  the  same 
marked  by  the  Surveyors  in  the  Year  One  Thousand  Six  Hun- 
dred Eighty  four.  We  shall  Run  a  Straight  Line  from  the  end 
of  the  said  North  Nor  West  Line,  to  the  said  supposed  Trees, 
And  if  then  we  shall  find  that  the  distance  between  the  end  of 
the  said  North  Nor  West  Line,  and  the  s'  supposed  Trees  is 
not  greater  than  the  distance  between  the  Line  from  Lyons 
Point  North  half  a  point  Easterly,  and  the  aforesaid  Rock  in 
proportion  as  one  Mile  and  a  half  and  Twenty  Rods  is  to  six 
Miles  and  an  half.  There  we  do  Agree  that  the  said  supposed 
Trees  are  verily  the  Trees  that  were  marked  by  the  Commis- 
sioners and  Surveyors  in  the  Year  One  Thousand  six  hundred 
Eighty  four.  But  if  we  shall  find  that  the  distance  between 
the  end  of  the  saitl  North  Nor  West  Line  and  the  supposed 
Treeri  is  greater  in  proportion  to  the  distance  between  tlie  eml 
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of  the  Line  from  l^yons  Point  and  the  Rock  than  six  Milet^  and 
an  half  is  to  the  Distance  of  one  Mile  and  an  lialf  and  Twenty 

Rods,  Tlien  we  shall  Erect  a  Monument  at  the  end  of  tlie 

North  Nor  West  Line  as  the  end  of  the  said  Division  Line  be- 
tween Province  of  New  York  and  the  Colony  of  Connecticut 
l^rovided  that  nevertheless  that  if  either  tlie  Coniuiissioners 
and  Surveyors  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  or  the  Commis- 
sioners and  Surveyois  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  shall  de- 
clare and  insist  that  the  Lines  run  before  mentioned  have 
not  to  their  Satisfaction  determined  the  true  place  of  the  end 
of  the  said  North  Nor  West  Line,  That  then  we  will  run  West 
and  by  North  to  Hudsons  River  and  then  if  the  distance  of 
seven  Miles  and  one  hundred  and  Twenty  Rods,  aprree  with  the 
end  of  the  said  North  Nor  West  Line  or  with  the  supposed 
Trees'marked  in  One  Thousand  six  Hundred  Eighty  Four,  We 
will  Establish  either  the  said  Trees,  or  the  End  of  the  said 
North  Nor  West  Line  Whichsoever  of  them  shall  nearest  agree 
with  the  same  distance  of  seven  Miles  and  one  hundred  and 
Twenty  Rods,  that  is  to  say  if  the  Trees  be  nearer  to  the  dis^ 
tance  of  seven  Miles  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  Rods  over  or 
under,  than  the  find  of  the  said  North  Nor  West  Line  then  we 
will  establish  the  said  Trees  as  the  Boundary  and  Limit  be- 
tween the  Province  of  New  York  and  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
and  a  straight  Line  between  the  said  Trees  when  so  confirmed 
and  the  great  Rock  at  the  wading  place  shall  be  so  far  the  Line 
of  Partition  between  the  province  of  New  York  and  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut,  liut  if  the  End  of  the  North  Nor  West  Line  to 
be  run  as  aforesaid  shall  be  nearer  to  the  distance  of  seven 
Miles  and  one  hundred  and  Twenty  Rods  from  Hudsons  River 
over  or  under  than  the  said  Trees,  Then  we  do  agree  to  estab- 
lish the  said  North  Nor  West  Line  as  the  Line  of  Partition  and 
division  bo  far  between  the  Province  of  New  York  and  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  will  Erect  a  Monument  at  the  place 
so  agreed  to,  and  after  we  shall  have  established  either  the  said  • 
Trees,  or  the  said  North  Nor  West  Line  then  a  Line  parallel, 
to  the  Sound  run  from  said  Trees  or  from  the  Northerinost 
end  of  the  said  North  Nor  West  Line,  that  is  to  say  from -which 
so  ever  of  them  shall  be  Established  as  the  Limit,  and  Boundary 
as  aforesaid,  and  runing  East  North  East  thirteen  Miles  and 
Sixty  four  Rods,  shall  be  so  far  the  Ijine  of  Partition  and  Divi- 
sion between  the  said  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut  and  W^e  will  Erect  a  Monument  at  the  End  of 
the  said  East  North  East  Line  which  Monument  shall  be  deemed 
and  Esteemed  to  be  Twenty  Miles  from  Hudsons  River. 

In  the  next  place  after  we  shall  have  established  the   End   of 
the  said  East  North  East  Line  as  Twenty  Miles  from  Hudsons 
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River,  We  shall  go  to  a  point  of  Land  on  the  East  side  Hud- 
sons  River  commonly  known  by  the  Name  of  CortlandH  Point 
Which  is  nearly  opposite  to  iStoney  Point,  or  to  the  beginning 
of  the  Highlands,  and  from  the  most  Westerly  part  of  the  said 
Cortlands  Point,  We  shall  Run  an  East  Line  according  to  the 
Compass  Twenty  Miles,  at  the  end  of  which  Twenty  Miles  we 
shall  erect  a  Monument  and  then  we  shall  run  a  straight  Line 
from  the  Monument  at  the  end  of  the  aforesaid  East  North 
East  Line  to  the  Monument  at  the  End  of  the  East  Line  from 
Cortlands  Point,  which  Line  shall  be  deemed  and  esteemed  so 
far  a  parallel!  Line  to  Hudsons  River,  and  every  where  Twenty 
Miles  from  it ;  Then  from  the  Monument  at  the  End  of  the  East 
ijine  from  Cortlands  Point  we  shall  run  a  Random  Line  to  the 
Jjine  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  now  established  between  the 
Colonies  of  Connecticut  and  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  which  Line 
shall  be  run  by  one  Course  Except  only  where  it  shall  meet  with 
large  Ponds  or  large  Swamps  and  precipices,  and  Rocks  which 
shall  be  very  difficult  to  pass  over,  in  which  places  it  shall  be 
allowable  to  go  aside  from  the  s^  Course  in  Order  to  avoid  the 
said  Difficulties ;  provided  that  as  soon  as  the  said  difficulties 
shall  be  avoided  the  Surveyors  who  shall  run  the  said  Line  do 
Return  to  their  first  Course,  and  run  the  said  Line  nearly  ac- 
cording to  the  Rules  of  Art  as  if  they  had  continued  in  One 
Line,  and  as  they  should  have  done  if  no  such  Difficulty  had 
in  tempted  them  in  their  Course  ;  Then  we  shall  continue  the 
Line  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  to  Hudsons  River,  and  when  this 
shall  be  done  we  will  compute  at  what  place  a  Line  running 
East  and  by  South  according  to  the  Compass  from  Hudsons 
River  and  Twenty  Miles  in  length  shall  terminate  in  the  afore- 
said Line  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  at  that  place  we  shall 
Erect  a  Monument  which  shall  be  deemed  and  Esteemed  to  be 
Twenty  Miles  from  Hudsons  River,  Then  we  shall  run  a  straight 
Line  from  the  Monument  at  the  end  of  the  East  Line  from 
Cortlands  Point  to  the  aforesaid  Monument  on  the  Line  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  which  straight  Line  between  the  two  last 
mentioned  Monuments,  shall  he  deemed  and  esteemed  a  Line 
Parallel  to  Hudsons  River  and  every  Avhere  Twenty  Miles  from 
it.  Then  we  Covenant  and  mutually  Agree  that  Sixty  one 
Thousand  four  Hundred  and  forty  Acres  of  Land  shall  be  added 
to  the  Province  of  New  York  out  of  the  Bounds  of  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut,  which  addition  shall  Vje  made  along  the  afore- 
said Lines  parallel  to  Hudsons  River,  that  is  to  say  along  the 
liine  Tuning  from  the  Monument  at  the  end  of  the  aforesaid 
East  North  East  Line  to  the  Monument  at  the  End  of  the 
East  Line  from  Cortlands  Point  and  along  the  Line  runing 
from  the  said  last  mentioned  Monument  to  the  Monument  in 
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the  Line  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  shall  be  bounded  to 
the  Eastward  and  divided  by  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  by  two 
Lines  parallel  to  the  said  two  Lines,  along  wliich  the  said  ad- 
dition is  made  and  at  such  Breadth  as  tliat  sixty  One  Thousand 
four  Hundred  and  forty  Acres  of  Land  may  be  contained  V)e- 
tween  the  said  Parallel  Line  on  the  sides  of  the  said  addition 
and  between  the  Line  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  the 
aforesaid  East  North  East  Line  continued  so  far  to  the  East- 
ward as  the  Breadth  of  the  said  addition  shall  extend  on  th<- 
End  of  the  said  addition,  And  Wliereas  several  Poor  Englisli 
Families  have  laid  out  their  whole  substance  and  spent  their 
youtli  in  Clearing,  Tilling  and  improving  with  great  Hazard 
and  hard  Labour,  Lands  which  it  is  supposed  may  Lye  near 
the  Parrallel  Lines  at  Twenty  Milesdistant  from  Hudsons  River, 
and  Whereas  if  the  improved  Lands  of  the  said  Poor  People 
should  fall  within  the  equivalent  of  sixty  one  Thousand  four 
Hundred  and  Forty  Acres  to  be  added  out  of  the  Bounds  of 
Connecticut  the  said  Poor  Families  may  Hope  for  liis  Majestys 
favour  in  granting  to  them  the  said  improved  Lands  in  such 
manner  as  Lands  are  usually  granted  within  tne  Province  of 
New  York. 

It  is  further  agreed  that  in  measuring  tlie  Line  runing  East 
North  East  Thirteen  Miles  and  Sixty  four  Rods  from  the  End 
of  tiie  North  Nor  West  Line  of  Six  Miles  and  a  lialf,  and  in 
measuring  the  East  Line  of  Twenty  Miles  from  Cortlands  Poini, 
"We  shall  only  allow  of  strict  Measure  in  the  best  manner  the 
same  can  be  actually  performed  upon  the  Surface  of  the  Lands 
but  that  in  all  other  Lines  to  be  measured  or  to  be  computed 
we  shall  allow  at  the  rate  of  Twelve  Rods  to  be  added  to  every 
Mile,  and  that  One  Mile  and  twelve  Rods  of  actual  measure 
shall  be  esteemed  and  computed  in  all  other  places  as  one  Mile 
of  true  Measure,  and  so  proportionably  for  a  greater  or  less 
length  taking  tlie  Rough  and  smooth  Land  togetlier  into  the 
Computation,  as  we  shall  meet  with  them.  It  is  Provided 
never  the  less  that  in  measuring  the  Breadth  of  the  said  Addi- 
tional Land  the  allowance  shall  not  be  Vnade  at  tlie  Rate  of 
Twelve  Rods  to  a  Mile,  but  that  whatever  allowance  shall  l)e 
made  in  measuring  the  Lines  runing  from  Lyons  Point  to  the 
Rock  at  the  wading  place,  and  from  the  said  Rock  to  the  three 
Trees  at  the  End  of  tlie  North  Nor  West  Line  the  same  Al- 
lowance shall  be  added  to  the  Breadth  of  the  additional  Land 
joined  to  the  Lines  parrallel  to  Hudsons  River,  that  is  to  say 
after  the  Trees  or  the  End  of  the  North  Nor  West  Line  shall 
be  Established  by  the  Rules  already  agreed  to,  it  shall  be  coin- 
pute<l  how  far  the  sai(]  Trees,  or  the  End  of  the  North  Nor  West 
Line  shall  be  distant  from  Lyons  Point  onastreight  Line  with- 
out anv  Allowance  in  Measure  and  if  the  said  distance  shall  lie 
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found   greater  tliari  Eight   Miif  s  whatever   Measure   shall    l>.^ 
found  to  be  over  the  s''  Eight  Miles  the  said  overpluss  measurn 
shall   be  accounted  an  Allowance  to  be  added  to  the  Breadth 
of  the  additional   Lands  containing  Sixty  One  Thousand  four 
hundred  and  for tj'  Acres  in  such  proportion  as  eight  Miles  shall 
l)e   to  the  Breadth  of  the  said  additional   Land,  and  when  tlie 
Breadth  of  the  said    Lands  to   be  added  out  of  Connecticut 
shall   be   established  as  above  directed  We  shall  affix  and  As- 
certain the  Bounds  of  the  same  by  cent  inning  on  the  Southend 
of  the  said  Lands  of  the   East  North  East    Line,  and  Erect  a 
Monument  on  the  End  thereof  when  continued  the  fuh  Breadth 
of  the  said  additional  Lands  and  from  the  said  Monument  Run 
two  Lines  parallel  to  the  two  Lines  wliicli  are  parrallel  to  Hud- 
sons  River,  and  thereby  fix  and  ascertain  the  Lines  of  Partition 
and  Division  between  the  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Col- 
ony of  Connecticut  from  the  last  mentioned  Monument  to  the 
Line  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and   Erect  Monuments  in  the 
said  Lines,  at  all  Places  which  may  be  thought  necessary.     It 
is  agreed  by  and  between  the  Commissioners  and  Surveyors 
aforesi  that  to  avoid  Confusion  and  disputes  from  the  using  of 
several  differing  Instruments  We  shall  agree  on   one  Compass 
to  be  used  on  the  work  at  this  Time,  which  Comnass  shall  ap- 
pear to  have  either  no  Errors  or  the  fewest  of  any.  and  that  we 
shall  have  no  regard  to  the  Variation  of  the  saidCompass  from 
the  true  Meridian  in  runing  the  Lines  above  discribed,  but  that 
theyshall  be  run  by  the  said  Compass  without  any  allowance  for 
the  said  Variation,  And  it  is  further  agreed  that  if  at  this  our 
Present   meeting  we  shall  not  be  able  to  go  through  the  whole 
work  according  to  the  above  Stipulations  that  we  will  at  any 
Time  hereafter  meet  and  proceed  thereon  at  such  Time  as  shall 
be  agreed  upon  By  liis  Excellency  the  Governor  of  New  York 
or  Commander  in  chief  for  the  Time  being  and  his  Honor  the 
Governor  of  Connecticut  for  the  Time  being.     And  in  Testi- 
mony That  we  whose  Names   are   underwritten  J)o   mutually 
and  interchangably,  firmly  agree  and  consent  to  all  the  abovo 
Articles,  and  every  Clause  matter  and  thing  therein  contained. 
We  have  hereunto  set  our  Hands  and  Seals  at  Greenwich  i.i 
the  Colony  of  Connecticut  the  Day  and   Year  above  written 
Jonathan  Law  [Seal]  Francis  Harrison  [Seal] 

John  Copp  [Seal]  Samuel  Eells  [Seal] 

Cadwallader  Colden  [Seal]       Edward  Lewis  [Seal] 
Roger  Wolcott  [Seal]  Isaac  Hicks  [Seal] 

A    true  Copy  of  an  Original    on  file  in  the  ^Secretary's  Office 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Examin''. 

tBy  George  Wyllys,  Secretary. 
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Connecticut  Confirms  the  Agreement  *• 

At  a  General  Assembly  holden  at  New  Haven  in  his  Majestys 
English  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  America  on  Thursday  the 
S^**  day  of  October  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sov- 
ereign Ijord  George  the  second  of  Great  Britafn  &c  King  Annoq. 
Domo  1730. 

An  Act  for  the  Confirmation  of  the  agreement  made  at 
Greenwich  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  on  the  29"'  of  April 
Anno  Dom  1725  by  and  between  the  Commissioners  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  New  York  and  Colony  of  (Connecticut  for  the  Runing 
and  ascertaining  the  Partition  Line  between  the  said  F*rovince 
and  Colony,  as  also  in  Confirmation  of  the  surveys  in  part  made 
pursuant  thereto,  as  appears  by  their  Report  under  their  Hands 
and  Seals  dated  at  Norwalk  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  on 
the  12'"  Day  of  May  in  the  Eleventh  Year  of  the  Reign  of  the 
late  King  George  Annoq.  Uom.  1725  as  also  in  approbation  of 
the  present  meeting  of  the  Commissioners,  and  for  authoriz- 
ing Commissioners,  to  proceed  and  perfect,  and  fully  Jiscertain 
the  Partition  Line  aforesaid  according  to  the  said  Agreement. 
Whereas  an  Agreement  was  made  on  the  28"^  of  November 
Anno  Dom.  1683,  at  Fort  James  in  New  York  between  the 
Right  Honorable  Thomas  Dungan  Governor  under  his  then 
Royal  Jlighness  James  Duke  of  York  «&c  of  New  Y'ork  and  his 
Council,  and  Rc>bert  Treat  Esq'  Governor  of  Connecticut  and 
others  in  Commission  with  him  for  the  Settling  and  fixing  the 
Boundaries  and  Partition  Lines  between  the  Province  of  Nev/ 
York  and  Colony  of  Connecticut,  And  Whereas  a  Survey  thereof 
was  begun  in  1684  and  the  Partition  Lines  in  part  ascertained. 
And  Whereas  the  said  Agreement  and  Survey  were  approved 
and  Confirmed  by  the  late  King  William  in  Council,  And 
Whereas  an  Act  of  the  Governor  Council  and  Assembly  of  New 
Y'ork  was  passed  in  the  Month  of  June  in  the  fifth  Year  of  tho 
Reign  of  King  George  the  first,  Entitled  an  Act  for  the  runing 
and  ascertainmg  the  Lines  of  Partition  and  division'  betwixt 
the  Colonies  of  New  York  and  Connecticut,  And  Whereas  King 
(ieorge  aforesaid  was  pleased  to  give  the  Royal  Assent  to  the 
said  Acr,  And  Whereas  a  Commission  in  pursuance  of  said  Act 
bearing  date  the  3"*  day  of  April  1725  was  given  to  diverse  Gen- 
tlemen on  the  part  of  New  Y'ork,  And  Whereas  by  an  Act  of 
the  Governor,  Council  and  Representatives  in  General  Court 
Assembled  at  New  Haven  on  the  8"' day  of  October  Anno  Dom. 
172i  diverse  Gentlemen  on  the  part  of  this  Colony  were  fully 
authorized  and  impowered  to  Agree,  fix  and  ascertain  the  Par- 
tition Lines  aforesaid.  By  Virtue  of  which  Commissions  and) 
Authorities,  an  Agreement  was  entered  into,  between  the  said 
Colonics  concerning  the  said   Lines,  and  part  thereof  was  ac- 
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tually  Run  and  ascertained  by  proper  monuments  as  by  the  said 
Agreement  and  Report  of  the  Commissioners  and  Surveyors 
api)ointed  by  the  said  Acts,  and  Commissions  may  appear.  And 
Whereas  the  said  Agreement  and  Survey  in  1725  hath  been 
approved  of  by  the  late  Governor  of  Ne%s'  York  Wilh"am  Burnet 
Esq  and  Council. 

Be  it  Enacted  and  Ordained  by  the  Governor  Council  and 
Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled  and  by  the  Au- 
iliorityof  the  same,  That  the  said  Agreement  and  Survey 
aforesaid  in  1725  Recorded  in  the  Records  of  this  Colony  and 
filed  in  the  Secretaries  Office  be  approved  of.  and  they  are 
hereby  approved  of,  Ratified,  and  confirmed  in  all  tlie  parts 
thereof,  and  it  is  liereby  declared  that  so  far  as  the  said  Com- 
missioners and  Surveyors  have  Run  and  ascertained  the  Lines 
as  by  their  said  Report  appears  sliall  be,  and  remain  the  Par- 
tition Lines  between  tliis  Colony  and  the  Colony  of  New  York 
forever. 

And  further  Whereas  the  said  Commissioners  and  Surveyors 
at  their  meeting  at  Greenwich  in  1725  did  Agree  that  in  Case 
they  could  not  go  through  with  their  Work  at  that  Time,  that 
they  would  thereafter  meet,  and  proceed  thereon  at  any  Time 
when  the  Governor  of  New  York  and  the  Governor  of  Connec- 
ticut should  agree. 

And  Whereas  the  Governor  of  New  York  did  proposs  to  his 
Honor  the  Governor  of  Connecticut  tliat  the  Commissioners 
should  meet  for  that  end  on  the  29'''  of  September  last  and  did 
accordingly  meet  at  Greenwich,  their  saii  meeting  is  by  the 
Authority  aforesaid  approved  of,  And  Whereas  the  runing 
and  ascertaining  the  remaining  part  of  the  Partition  Lines 
aforesaid  may  not  require  tlie  Attendance  of  so  many  Com-; 
missioners  as  were  before  appointed,  This  Assembly  do  hereby: 
order  and  appoint,  that  Samuel  Eells,  Roger  Wolcott  and  Ed-- 
mund  Lewis  Esq",  or  any  two  of  them  whereof  Edmund  Lewis 
Esq"^  to  be  one,  shall  have  full  Power  and  Authority  in  Con-; 
junction  witli  the  Commissioners  of  New  York  to  proceed  in 
runing  the  remaining  Lines  agreed  upon  as  aforesaid,  and  as- 
certain the  sa,me  by  proper  Meets,  Monuments,  and  Boundaries, 
the  Partition  Lines  and  every  of  them  according  to  the  afore-: 
said  Agreement  in  1735  and  make  Report  thereof  to  this  Assem- 
bly, which  Lines  when  Run, and  the placesdistinguished through 
which  they  shall  pass,  according  to  the  aforesaid  Agreement  in 
1725  shall  be  and  Remain  the  Lines  of  Partition  and  Division 
betwixt  the  Province  of  New  York  and  this  Colony  forever. 

And  it  is  further  provided  that  in  Case  Edmund  Lewie  lEsq' 
should  not  lie  able  to  go  through  with  the  Work  aforesaid  us 
Surveyor  and  Commissioner  or  the  other  Commissioners  should 
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fail,  in  that  there  cannot  be  one  of  the  Gentlemen  in  Com- 
mission with  him  to  attend  the  Service  Then  it  shall  be  in  the 
Power  of  the  Governor  for  the  Time  being  with  the  Advise  of 
his  Council  to  ap])oint  an<l  Commissionate  other  suitable  Per- 
son, or  Persons  in  thei.  or  his  Room  and  stead  to  j)erform  the 
Service  aforesaid. 

A  true  <Jopy  from  the  public  Records  of  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut. 

Examin''. 

By  Georgk  Wvllys,  Secretary. 


The  Boundary  Survey  Approved. 
This  Indenture  made  the  fourteenth  day  of  May  in  the  foun  li 
Year  of  the  Reifru  of  our  sovereign  Lord  George  the  second 
by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain  France,  and  Ireland 
King  Defender  of  the  Faith  «fcc  and  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord 
One  Thousand  seven  hundreU  and  thirty  One;  Between  Cad- 
wallader  Golden  Esq'  Surveyor  General  of  the  province  of  New 
York,  Gilbert  Willet  Esq'  and  Vincent  Mathews  Esq""  Commis- 
sioners authorized  and  appointed  l)y  his  MHJestys  Commission 
under  his  great  Seal  of  the  I'rovince  of  New  York  or  any  two 
or  more  of  them  in  Conjunction  with  the  said  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral or  his  Deputy  to  run  out,  mark,  distinguish  and  ascer- 
tain the  Lines  of  Division  and  Partition  l^etween  the  Province 
of  New  York  and  Colony  of  Connecticut,  as  Ijy  the  said  Com- 
mission bearing  date  at  New  York  the  third  day  of  September 
in  the  fourth  year  of  his  Majestys  Reign  may  more  fully  and 
at  large  appear,  and  M'  Jacobus  Bruyn  •fun''  Deputy  Surveyor 
approved  of  by  the  Governor  and  Council  of  New  York  of  the 
one  part ;  And  Samuel  Eells,  Roger  Wolcott  and  Edmund 
Lewis  Esq"  Commissioners  or  any  two  of  tliem  whereof  Ed- 
mund Lewis  Esq'  to  be  one,  appointed  and  authorized  by  an 
Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut 
bearing  date  at  New  Haven  tlie  eighth  day  of  Octol)er  in  the 
fourth  Year  of  the  reign  of  our  said  sovereign  Lord  George  the 
second  ;  to  Run  and  ascertain  the  Lines  of  Division  And  Par- 
tition aforesaid  in  Conjunction  with  the  Commissioners  of  New 
York,  as  by  the  said  Act  may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear  of 
the  other  part,  Witnesseth  that  the  said  Commissioners  of  the 
Province  of  New  York  and  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  pursuance 
of  the  agreement  made  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  Twenty  five  and  approved  of  by  the  Gover- 
nor and  Council  of  New  York,  and  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
Connecticut  Have  run,  marked,  distinguished  and  ascertained 
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thf  lines  of  Division  and  partition  which  were  not  distinguished 
l)ythe  (-oinmissioners  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  Twenty  Five,  and  remained  to  be  done  jnirsuant  the  said 
Agreement  in  the  manner  and  form  hereafter  expressed  that  is 
to  say  tlie  said  Commissioners  of  New  York  and  Connecticut 
went  to  a  certain  point  of  Land  on  the  East  side  Hudsons  River 
commonly  known  by  the  Name  of  Cortlands  Point  nearly  op- 
posite to  Stoney  Point,  or  the  beginning  of  the  highlands,  and 
from  the  most  westerly  part  of  the  said  Point,  Run  an  East 
Line  according  to  the  Compass  twenty  Miles  in  length  strict 
measure,  and  at  the  end  of  the  said  East  Ijine  set  up  a  stake 
and  raised  a  heap  of  Stones  round  it  as  a  monument  of  the 
place  where  the  said  Line  ends,  Then  the  Commissioners 
aforesaid  Run  a  Line  from  the  Monument  erected  Viy  the  Coni- 
laissioners  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty 
five  at  the  end  of  the  East  North  East  Line  of  thirteen  Miles 
and  sixty  four  Rods  to  the  Monument  at  the  end  of  the  East 
liine  from  Cortlands  Point  aforesaid  which  Line  runs  nearly 
North  twenty  four  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  West  by  the 
Compass,  and  marked  and  distinguished  the  same  liy  erecting 
of  a  stake,  and  raising  a  heap  of  Stones  round  the  Stake  at  the 
end  of  the  second  fourth  and  sixth  Miles  strict  Mefisure  from 
the  Monument  or  heap  of  Stones  at  the  end  of  the  East  North 
East  Line  aforesaid.  Then  the  Commissioners  aforesaid  Run 
a  Random  Line  from  the  Monmnent  or  heap  of  stones  at  the 
End  of  the  East  Line  from  Cortlands  I^oint  pursuant  to  the  said 
Agreement  in  the  yearone  thousand  seven  hundre<l  and  twenty 
five,  until  it  intersected  the  Line  between  the  Colony  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  and  the  Colony  of  <'onnecticat,  which  last 
Line  the  said  Commissioners  extended  so  far  for  that  purpose 
which  Random  Line  was  run  North  twelve  (iegrees  East  ac- 
cording to  the  Compass.  Then  the  Commissioners  aforesaid 
continued  the  said  Line  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  to  Hudsons 
River,  and  likewise  surveyed  the  Bank  of  Hudtons  River  so 
far  upwards  above  the  Place,  where  the  said  Massachusetts 
Line  fell  upon  Hudsons  River  as  was  necessary  to  Calculate 
and  fix  the  place  where  a  Line  ruriing  East  and  by  South  by 
the  C():iipass,  and  of  twenty  Miles  in  length  from  Hudsons 
River,  shall  terminate  in  the  said  Massachusetts  Line,  and  the 
skid  Commissioners  found  that  the  said  I^ine  of  Twenty  Miles 
in  Length  with  the  allowance  of  twelve  Rods  added  to  every 
Mile,  did  terminate  at  a  place  which  is  one  hundred  ard  thirty 
two  Rotls  distant  from  t4ie  place  where  the  said  random  liine 
intersected  the  Massachusetts  Line  continued  as  aforesaid  (the 
said  one  hundred  and  thirty  two  Rods  being  uieasured  Easterly 
from   the  said  intersection  and  upon  the  Massachusetts  liine) 
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at  whioh  place  a  srake  was  set  up  and  a  heap  of  stones  raised 
round  it  which  lieap  of  Stones  or  Monument  is  twenty  ]iliks  dis- 
tant from  Hudsous  River  according  to  the  Agreement  aforesaid 
in  the  Year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  five  ;  Then 
the  Commissioners  aforesaid  did  Run  a  straight  Line  from  the 
Monument  at  the  End  of  tlie  East  Line  from  Cortlands  point 
to  the  said  Monument  in  the  Massachusetts  Line  continued  as 
aforesaid,  which  Line  runs  nearly  North  twelve  degrees  and 
thirty  Minutes  East  by  the  Compass,  and  nuirked  and  distin- 
guished the  same  by  setting  uj)  a  stake  and  erecting  a  heap  of 
Stones  at  the  second,  fourth,  sixth.  Eighth,  Tenth,  twelfth, 
fourteenth,  sixteenth.  Eighteenth,  Twentieth,  Twenty  second, 
Twenty  fourth,  Twenty  sixth.  Twenty  eighth,  Thirtieth,  thirty 
third,  Thirty  fifth.  Thirty  seventh.  Fortieth, forty  second,  forty 
fourth,  forty-Seventh,  and  Fiftieth  Miles  strict  measure  from 
tlie  said  heap  of  Stones  at  the  End  of  the  East  Line  from  Cort- 
lands Point,  And  the  Commissioners  aforesaid  of  the  Province 
of  New  York  and  Colony  of  Connecticut  ]^o  hereby  declare  that 
the  said  Lines  runing  North  Twenty  four  degrees  and  thirty 
minutes  West  from  the  Monument  at  the  end  of  the  East  north 
East  Line  to  the  Monument  at  the  End  of  the  Twenty  Mile 
Line  from  Cortlands  Point  and  runing  nearly  Noi-th  Twelve  ile- 
greesand  thirty  minutes  East  from  the  said  lane  from  Cortlands 
Point  to  the  stake  and  heap  of  Stones  in  the  Massachusetts  Line 
fixed,  marked,  and  distinguished  as  aforesaid,  are  parrallel  to 
Hudsons  River,  and  at  Twenty  Miles  distance  from  the  same, 
as  the  Lines  of  Partition  between  the  said  Province  and  said 
Colony,  according  to  the  agreements  made  in  the  Year  One 
thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty  three,  and  one  thousand  seven 
H  undred  and  twenty  five  ought  to  be,The  Commissioners  afore- 
said further  declare  that  the  length  of  the  Line  runing  parralell 
to  Hudsons  River  from  the  end  of  the  East  North  East  Line  to 
the  end  of  the  East  Linefrom  Cortlands  Point  is  seven  Miles  and 
one  quarter  of  a  Mile  strict  measure  but  with  the  allowance  of 
Twelve  Rods  to  every  Mile  the  length  is  six  Miles  three  quar- 
ters of  a  Mile  and  seventy  six  Rods,  and  that  the  length  of  the 
Parrallel  Line  runing  from  the  end  of  the  Twenty  Miles  from 
Cortlands  Point  to  the  Massachusetts  Line  is  Fifty  two  Miles 
one  half  Mile  and  Sixty  Rod  strict  measure,  but  with  the  allow- 
ance of  Twelve  Rod  to  every  Mile  it  is  only  Fifty  Miles  three 
quartersof  a  Mile  ten  Rod  and  fifteen  Links  in  length  and 
that  the  Breadth  of  the  additional  Lands  of  sixty  one  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty  Acres,  to  be  added  out  of  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut  to  the  Province  of  New  York  with  the  allow- 
ance of  Twenty-five  Rods  to  a  Mile  according  to  the  agreement 
in   the  Year  one  thousand   seven  Hundred  and  twenty  five  is 
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one  Mile  three  quarters  of  Mile  and  twenty  Rod  strict  measure. 
Then  the  Commissioners  afores^  jjroceeded  to  set  oir  the  eaid 
additional  Land,  for  which  purpose  they  set  off  East  nine  de- 
grees Southerly  aiou-  the  Massachusetts  Line  One  Mile  three 
quarters  of  a  Mile  Twenty  one  Rod,  and  five  Links,  and  there 
erected  a  stake  with  a  heap  of  Stones  round  it  as  a  monument 
of  the  North  East  Corner  of  the  said  additional  Land^,  and  set 
OfT  from  the  ]\ronument  at  the  end  of  the  Twenty  Miles  from 
Cortlands    Point   North   Eighty  four  degrees   East,  One    Mile 
three  quarters  of  a  Mile  and  fifty  two  Rods,  and  there  set  up 
a  stake  and   raised  a  heap  of  Stones  round  it  as  a  Monument 
of  the  Place  where  the  Lines  which  are  parrallel  to  the  Lines 
at  Twenty  Miles  distance   from  Hudsons  River,  and  five  hun- 
dred and  eighty  Rods  Distant  from   them,  do  intersect  and 
terminate  in  each  other  and  then  continued  the  East  North 
East  Line  of  thirteen  Miles  and  sixty  four  Rod  from  the  monu- 
ment Erected  in   the  Year  one  thousand    seven  hundred  and 
twenty  five  One  Mile  three  quarters  of  a  Mile  and  Twenty  one 
Rod  further,  an.i   there  set  up  a  stake  and  raised  a  heap  of 
Stones  round  it  as  a  monument  of  the  Southeast  Corner  of  the 
said  additional  Lands,  And  the  Commissioners  aforesaid  fur- 
ther declare  that  the  Line  runing  nearly  North  Twenty  four 
degrees  and  thirty  minutes  West  from  the  last  mentioned  Mon- 
ument to  the  Monument  at  the  end  of  the  Line  runing  North 
Eighty  four  degrees  East  from  the  monument  at  the  End  of 
the  Twenty  Miles  from   Cortlands  Point,  is  marked  and  dis- 
tinguished and  set  off  in  the  following  manner,  that  is  to  say 
by  runing  perpendicular    Lines   from    the   Monument  at  the 
second,  fourth  and  sixth  Miles  in  the  Line  at  Twenty  Miles  dis- 
tance from  Hudsons  River  each  of  the  said  perpendiculars  be- 
ing five   Hundred  and  eignty  Rods  long  and  raising  a  heap  of 
Stones  round  a  Stake  at  the  End  of  Each  of  the  said  Perpen- 
diculars as  a  Monument  of  the  East  Bounds  of  said  additional 
Lands,  In  like  manner  the  Line  runing  nearly  North  Twelve 
degrees,  and  thirty  Minutes  East  from  the  Monument  at  the 
End  of  the  Line  runing  North  Eighty  four  degrees  East  as 
aforesaid  to  the  monument  at  the  North  East  Corner  of  the 
additional  Lands  of  sixty  one  Thousand  four  hundred  and  forty 
Acres  aforesaid  was  marked  and  distinguished  by  runing  per- 
pendicular Lines  to  the  Line  parrallel  to  Hudsons  River  from 
the   monument   at  the  end  of  Twenty  Mil^s   from  Cortlands 
point   to  the  Massachusetts  Line,  which  perpendiculars  were 
run  off  from  the  Monuments  aforesaid,  at  the  second,  fourth 

sixth.  Eighth,  Tenth,  Twelfth,  fourteenth,  sixtenth.  Eighteenth,' 
1  wen  yeth  Twenty  second.  Twenty  fourth,  Twentv  sixth 
Twenty  eighth,  Thirtyeth.  Thirty  third.   Thirty  fifth  "Thirty 
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seventh,  Fortyeth,  Forty  Hecond,  Forty  fourth,  and  Forty 
•seventh  Miles  and  set  up  a  stake  and  Erected  a  lieap  of  Stones 
about  it  at  the  East  end  ot  each  of  tlie  said  perpendicularn  as 
jnonuinents  of  the  East  Bounds  of  said  additional  Lands,  The 
said  Commissioners  liaving  omitted  to  run  off  the  Perpendicu- 
lar at  the  fiftieth  Slile  because  it  wouhi  have  run  into  Tahka- 
nock  Mountains.  The  Tommissioners  aforesaid  declare  that  the 
monuments  at  the  End  of  the  East  Line  from  Cortlands  point 
stands  upon  a  Ridge  of  Land  and  is  one  hundred  ami  seventy 
seven  Rods  from  the  \(>ng  Pond  measured  upon  a  Line  runing 
from  the  said  Moinimeut  Nortli  Twelve  degrees  East,  and  is 
likewise  one  hundred  and  seventy  six  Rods  from  the  Brook  that 
Issues  from  tlie  said  Pond,  being  measured  upon  a  Line  run- 
ing East  from  the  said  Monument  That  tlie  Monument  in  the 
Massachusetts  I^ine  continued  at  Twenty  Miles  with  the  al- 
lowance of  Twelve  Rods  to  every  Mile  from  Hudsona  River, 
stands  on  the  West  side  of  the  Ridge  of  Land  and  is  Forty  Rods 
from  a  Branch  of  Roeloffe  Jansens  Kill,  called  the  Nortse  Kill 
measured  on  a  Line  runing  Easterly  from  the  said  Monument 
along  the  Massachusetts  Line,  that  the  Monument  at  the 
North  East  Corner  of  the  additional  Lands  in  the  Massachu- 
setts Line  aforesaid  stands  in  a  Valley  in  the  Tahkanock  Mount- 
ains being  One  hundred  and  Twenty  one  Rods  Eastward  from 
the  Top  or  Ridge  of  the  most  westerly  of  the  said  Mountains 
there  being  a  erreat  Stone  with  some  others  set  up  on  it  on  the 
Top  of  said  westermost  Mountain,  where  the  Massachusetts  Line 
crosses  it,  That  the  Monument  where  the  two  Eastermost  parr- 
allel  Lines  intersects  and  terminates  in  each  other  stands  on 
the  North  side  of  a  Hill,  and  is  Southeasterly  from  the  Easter- 
most End  of  the  long  Pond  ;  and  that  the  Monument  at  the 
South  East  Corner  of  the  additional  Lands  being  East  North 
East  from  the  Monument  Erected  in  the  Year  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  Twenty  five  at  five  hundred  and  Eighty 
one  Rods  distance,  stands  on  the  west  side  of  a  stoney  Ridge 
about  six  Rods  East  from  the  South  End  of  a  Swamp  and  is  two 
Hundred  and  Sixty  three  Rods  distant  on  an  East  North  East 
course  from  the  West  Branch  of  Norwalk  River  ;  and  the  afore- 
said Cominisioners  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  on  behalf  of 
the  Colony  and  Corporation  of  Connecticut  Have  yielded,  sur- 
rendered, and  delivered  xip,  and  by  these  Presents  do  yield  sur- 
render, an<l  deliver  up  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Province 
of  New  York  aforesaid,  on  behalf  of  the  Province  of  New  York 
all  the  said  additional  Lands  (the  same  in  the  actual  possession 
of  the  said  Corporation  now  being)  Bounding  Westerly  by  the 
aforesaid  Lines  runing  North  Twenty  four  Degrees  and  thirty 
minutes  Westerly  from  the  monument  at  the  End  of  the  East. 
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North  East  I^ine  of  thirteen  Miles  and  sixty  four  Rod  to  the 
inonuiuent  at  the  end  of  the  Line  Runinj?  Twenty  Miles  from 
(Portlands  Point  and  runiug  from  the  said  Monument  at  the 
End  of  the  said  Line  from  Corrlands  Point  North  Twelve  De- 
jjrees  and  thirty  minutes  East  to  the  Monument  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Line,  at  the  distance  of  Twenty  Miles  with  the  allow- 
ance in  measure  from  Hudsons  Rivex*  Bounded  Northerly  by 
the  said  Line  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  extended  from  the  last 
mentioned  monuments  Five  hundred  and  eighty  one  Rod  and 
five  Links  to  the  Monument  on  Talchanock  Mountain  aforesaid 
Bounded  Easterly  by  the  Lines  which  runs  from  the  last  men- 
tioned monument  to  the  Monument  which  is  six  hundred  and 
twelve  Rods  distant  from  Ihe  Monument  at  the  end  of  the 
Twenty  Miles  from  Cortlands  Point  on  a  Une  runing  North 
Eighty  four  degrees  f^ast,  and  from  tlie  s'^  Monument  at  the  end 
01  the  six  hundred  and  twelve  Rods  aforesaid  to  tlie  monu- 
ment on  tlie  Sfoney  Ridge  at  tlie  End  of  tlie  extended  East 
North  East  Line  as  the  said  Lines  run  through  the  several 
Monuments  erected  as  before  mentioned  and  bounded  Southerly 
by  the  aforesaid  East  Nortli  East  Line  of  Five  hundred  and 
eighty  one  Rods  in  length  between  the  monuments  at  the  End 
of  tlie  East-  North  East  Line  of  thirteen  Miles  and  sixty  four 
Rods,  and  the  Monument  on  the  west  side  of  the  Stoney  Ridge 
aforesaid  containing  sixty  one  Thousand  four  hundred  and 
forty  Acres  of  Land  with  the  allowance  of  measure  as  aforesaid. 
For  the  use  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King  his  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors in  as  full  and  ample  manner  as  the  same  ought  to  be 
done  by  the  agreements  and  Covenants  entered  into  between 
the  Commissioners  of  the  said  Province  and  Colony  in  the  years 
One  thousand  six  hundred  and  Eighty  three,  and  Une  thou- 
sand seven  Hundred  and  twenty  five,  And  the  Commissioners 
aforesaid  of  the  Province  of  New  York  and  Colony  of  Connecti- 
cut, Have  Established  and  affixed  and  by  these  Presents  Do 
establish  and  Fix  the  s;xid  Twines  from  the  Monument  Erected 
in  the  Year  One  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty  five  at 
the  end  of  the  East  North  East  Line  parrallel  to  the  Sound  of 
thirteen  Miles  and  sixty  four  Rods  in  length  runing  East  North 
East  five  hundred  and  eighty  one  Rods  to  the  monument  on 
the  Stoney  Ridge  aforesaid  and  from  the  last  mentioned  mon- 
ument runing  nearly  North  twenty  four  degrees  and  thirty 
minutes  West  to  the  monument  aforesaid  at  six  hundred  and 
twelve  Rods  distant  from  the  Monument  at  the  End  of  the 
twenty  Mile  Line  from  Cortlands  Point  and  from  the  said 
Monument  at  six  hundred  and  twelve  Rods  distance  runing 
North  twelve  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  East  to  the  Monument 
in  the  Massachusetts  Line  in  Tahkanock  Mountains  as  the  said 
16-VoL.  XVIII. 
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Lines  Run  through  the  several  Monuments  above  mentioned 
to  have  been  erected  bv  the  said  Commissioners  on  tlie  East 
side  tlie  said  additional  Lands,  to  be  and  Remain  from  hence- 
forth the  Ijines  of  Partition  and  division  between  the  Province 
of  New  Yorii,  and  Colony  of  Connecticut  forever,  wliich  Lines 
together  with  those  that  were  fixed  and  established  in  the  Year 
One  Thousand  seven  hundred  and  Twenty  five,  Do  every 
where  compleatly  and  entirely  separate  and  divide  tlie  said 
Province  from  the  said  Colony  from  the  Sound  so  far  as  the 
Jjine  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  aforesaid  and  that  the  Monu- 
ments Erected  and  established  by  the  Commissioners  aforesaid 
may  be  better  perpetuated  and  had  in  Remembrance  they  have 
made  a  description  in  writing  of  the  several  places  where  they 
have  erected  the  Monuments  aforesaid  bearing  the  same  Date 
with  these  Presents  and  signed  with  the  Hands  of  the  said 
Commissioners. 

In  Witness  whereof  the  Parties  to   these  presents  have  here- 
unto put  their  Hands  and  Seals  at  Dover  in  the  Province  of 
New  York  the  Day  and  Year  first  above  written. 
Samuel  Eells  [Seal]  V^i:^cent  Mathews  [Seal] 

Cadwallader  Coldex  [Seal]     Edmund  Lewis  [Seal] 
Roger  Wolcott  [Seal]  J  Bruyx  Jun  [Seal] 

In  the  upper  House  Read  approved  and  ordered  to  be   re- 
corded 

Test  Hez*"  Wyllts  Secretary. 

In  the   Lower  House.     Read  approved  and  ordered  to  be  re- 
corded Test  John  Russell,  Clerk. 

A  true  Copy  from  an  Oritrinal  on  file  in  the  Secretary's  Office 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut. 

Examin''. 

By  George  Wyllys  Secretary. 


Place.s  uhere  the  Monuments  viere  fixed. 
A  Description  of  the  Places  in  which  the  Monuments  were 
fixed  or  set  up  by  the  subscribing  Commissioners  of  the  Pro- 
vince of  New  York  and  Colony  of  Connecticut,  as  referred  to 
in  certain  indentures  made  between  both  parties  bearing  even 
Date  with  these  Presents  Viz,  In  the  line  runing  North  24°, 
30'  west  from  the  Monument  Erected  in  the  Y'ear  172-5  at  the 
end  of  the  Line  runing  East  North  East  of  thirteen  Bliles  and 
sixty  four  Rods  in  length  to  the  Monument  Erected  at  the  End 
of  Twenty  Miles  from  Cortlands  Point  at  the  distance  of  two 
Miles  from  the  said  first  mentioned  Monument  Raised  a  heap 
of  Stones  for  a  Monument  at  the  Root  of  a  Maple  Tree  marked 
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with  three  notches  on  llie  Sontli  East  and  Isorth  west  sides 
standing  on  the  tSouth  west  sides  of  a  Rnn  of  Water  in  a  <iuliey 
Ccilled  Bever  Pond  Brook,  and  marked  some  Ti-ees  on  each 
side  of  the  said  Monument  in  a  Nortli  "24°,  'SO'  west  Course, 
Then  at  the  Distance  of  four  Miles  from  the  said  first  mentioned 
Monument  in  the  aforesaid  Line  we  put  up  a  stake  on  the  East 
side  of  a  Hili  and  lieaped  some  stones  round  it  for  a  Monument, 
which  we  esteemed  to  l)e  about  sixty  Rods  distance  nortlierly 
from  tlie  Cross  Pond,  and  marked  some  Trees  on  eacli  side  ot 
tlie  said  Monument  in  a  North  24°,  30^  west  Course,  at  tlie  dis 
tance  of  six  Miles  from  the  said  first  mentioned  Monument  in 
the  aioresaid  Line  they  put  up  a  stake  and  heaped  some  Stones 
round  it  for  a  Monument  on  the  East  side  of  a  large  white  Oak 
Tree  standing  in  a  Valley  and  marked  some  Trees  on  each  side 
of  said  Monuments  in  a  North  24°,  30'  west  Course,  and  the 
Monuments  that  were  fixed  or  set  un  in  the  Eastern  Line  of 
the  additional  Lands  added  out  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut 
to  the  Province  of  New  fork  runing  Parrallel  to  the  aforesaid 
North  24°,  30'  west  Line  and  unto  which  reference  is  made  as 
aforesaid  "We  did  fix  up  corresponding  to  each  of  the  aforesaiil 
Monuments  fixed  upon  the  western  Line  as  aforesaid  distant 
from  the  same  in  a  North  G.j°,  30'  East  Course,  or  at  right 
Angles  to  the  aforesaid  North- 24°,  30' West  Line  one  Mile  3 
quarters  and  Twenty  Rods,  and  we  affixed  or  set  up  in  the 
places  following  (viz.)  corresponding  to  the  Monument  fixed 
up  at  two  Miles  distance  We  heaped  up  some  Stones  for  a 
Monument  on  the  West  Brow  of  a  Stoney  Ridge  of  Land  on 
the  Top  of  a  Rock  sticking  out  of  the  Ground,  and  marked 
some  Trees  on  each  side  of  said  Monument  in  a.  North  24° :  30' 
W^est  Course,  corresponding  to  the  Monument  fixed  up  at  the 
Distance  of  four  Miles  as  aforesaid  We  set  up  a  Stake  heaped 
some  Stones  round  it  for  a  Monument  being  in  a  Swamp  and 
on  the  North  west  side  of  a  Brock  which  runs  into  the  Pond 
of  a  Saw  Mill,  and  marked  some  Trees  on  each  side  of  said 
Monument  in  a  North  24°  :  30' west  Course,  Corresponding  to 
the  6'^''  Mile  in  the  Avestern  Ivine  as  aforesaid,  AVe  set  up  a  Stake 
in  the  middle  of  a  Boggv  Meadow  in  the  Line  runing  nearly 
North  12°  :  30'  East  from  the  aforesaid  Monuments  erected  at 
the  end  of  Twenty  Miles  from  Cortlands  point  to  the  Monument 
Erected  at  the  End  of  Twenty  Miles  froin  Hudsons  River  in  the 
Massachusetts  Line  at  the  distance  of  two  Miles  from  the  Monu- 
ment at  the  end  of  20  Miles  from  Cortlands  j)oint  aforesaid 
We  set  up  a  stake  and  lieaped  some  stones  round  it  on  the  west 
side  of  a  Hill  for  a  Monument  bearing  from  a  large  pointed 
Rock  South  27°  East  one  chain  and  eight  Links,  and  marked 
some  Trees  on  each  side  of  the  said  Monument  neai-lv  in  a  North 
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12\  rW  East  Hourse,  At  tlu'  distiiiict-  of  tour  Miles  in  the  said 
Line  as  aforesaid  we  set  uj)  a  stake  on  the  South  west  side  of  a 
BoggV  Meadow  near  the  Edge  of  tlie  said  Hoggy  meadow  and 
lieaped  some  Stones  ronnd  it  for  a  Monument,  At  tlie  distance 
of  six  Miles  as  aforesaid  we  set  up  a  Stake  and  heai>ed  .some 
stones  round  it  on  the  Top  C)f  a  Ridge  for  a  Moiuiment  wiiicli 
^ve  esteemed  tf)  lie  about  thirty  Rods  East  of  a  Cedar  Swani]) 
and  marked  some  Trees  on  each  side  of  said  Monument  in  a 
[Nearly  Nortli  12°.30'  East  Course,  At  The  distance  of  Eiglit  Miles 
as  aforesaid  we  set  up  a  stake  and  lieaped  up  some  stones  round 
it  for  a  Monument  being  between  two  Rocky  Hills  al)OUt  four 
Rols  from  the  Eastermost  of  them  and  marked  some  Trees  on 
Each  side  of  said  monument  in  a  nearly  North  12°:;K)'East 
Course;  At  the  distance  of  Ten  Miles  we  set  up  a  Stake  and 
heape<l  up  some  Stones  round  it  for  a  Moiniment  being  on  the 
west  side  a  Ri<lge  of  Land  and  OG  Chains  on  the  perpendicular 
West  from  Croton  River  and  marked  some  Trees  oa  Each  side  of 
said  Monument  in  a  nearly  North  12°  :  oO'' East  Course  ;  Atthe  dis- 
tance of  Twelve  Miles  as  aforesaid  we  set  up  a  Stake  and  heaped 
up  some  Stones  round  it  for  a  Monument  being  on  tlie  East  side 
of  a  Hill  near  to  a  ])oint  of  Rocks,  and  to  the  west  side  of  a 
great  Swamp  and  a  Boggy  Meadow  in  said  Sw-tmp  on  Croton 
River;  At  the  Distance  of  fourteen  Miles  as  aforesaid  we  set 
tip  a  stake  and  heaped  up  some  Stones  round  it  for  a  Monu- 
ment near  on  the  Top  of  a  Mountain  being  on  the  East  side  of 
the  aforesaid  great  Swamp  and  near  the  South  west  End  of  the 
said  Mountain  :  At  the  distance  of  sixteen  Miles  as  aforesaid 
■yve  set  up  a  Stake  and  heaped  up  some  Stones  round  it  for  a 
Monument  being  on  the  North  West  side  of  a  Bushey  Hill  and 
marked  Some  Trees  on  each  side  of  said  Monument  on  a  nearly 
North  12°:  30'  East  Course;  At  the  distance  of  Eighteen  Miles 
in  tlie  said  Line  as  aforesaid  We  sett  up  a  Stake  and  heaped  up 
some  Stones  round  it  for  a  Monument  being  on  the  North  side 
of  a  Small  Run  of  Water  and  in  a  low  piece  of  Land  and  marked 
some  Trees  on  each  side  of  said  Monument  in  a  nearly  North 
12°  :  ^W  East  Course  ;  At  the  distance  of  Twenty  Miles  as  afore- 
said in  said  Line  we  heaped  up  some  Stones  for  a  Monument 
on  the  East  side  of  a  Hill  at  the  Bottom  of  a  large  Rock  ;  At 
the  <listatice  of  22  ]\Iiles  as  aforesaid  in  said  IJne  we  set  uj)  a 
Stake  and  heaped  up  some  stones  round  it  for  a  IMonument  on 
the  west  side  of  a  hill  near  to  a  Run  of  Water  on  the  west  side 
of  said  Hill  and  about  50  Rods  E  V2°  :  V  South  from  the  East 
side  of  a.  large  l^ond,  and  marked  some  Trees  on  each  side  the 
said  Monument  on  a  nearly  North  12°  :  30' East  Course;  At 
the  distance  of  24  Miles  as  aforesaid  in  the  s'^  Line  we  set  np  a 
Stake  and  heaped  uj)  some   Stones  round  it  for  a  Monument 
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being  on  a  Rock  on  the  We.t  side  of  a  Hili,  and  on  tl,e  Ea.sr 
•s.de  of  a  GuUy  &  a  Run   of  Water   Runinf,  Westerly  into    t    .' 
great  Swamp  about  5  Rods  from  ti.e  said  Run  on  which  Run 
are  some  Spruce  Trees  standing  and  we  marked  some  Trees  o 
each  s,de  of  the  said  Monument  in  nearlv  a  Korth  12=  30'  Eas 
Course;  At  the  distance  of  2G  Miles  as  aforesaid    in   the  sa" 
J..ne  we  set  up  a  stake  and  Heaped  upsome  stones  round  it  for 
a  Monument^bemg  ,n  a  swam,>y  piece  of  firound  on  the  North 

Fast  ofthfs    7  M      ''"''''  """■  '''  "  ^^'^^  ""'  «-^«  ^--^'  to  the 
East  of  the  said  Monument  and  is  on  the  East  side  the  Ten  Mile 

River  about  lialf  a  mile  Northerly  from  the  Turn  of  the  said 

R.ver    At  the  distance  of  28  Miles  as  aforesaid  in  the  said  Line 

-e  sett  up  a  Stake  and  l.eaped  up  some  Stones  round  it  for  a 

Monument  bemg  on  the  East  side  a  Rocky  Hill  in  a  Valley  be 

tween  the  Mountains  an.l  marked  some  Trees  on  each  side  of 

the  said  Monument  m  a  nearly  Nortli  12°  :  80^  East  Tourse  •  At 

the  distance  of  30  Miles  as  aforesaid  in  the  said  Line  we  sei  up 

a  stake  an<]  heaped  up  stones  round  it  for  a  Monument  on  the 

west  side  of  a  Mountain  near  the  Top  of  the  said  Mountain  b" 

Z  D^rrilk  D  ;  f  ''""  '^^  ""'^^  ""'  -^^^^'^  Vankampens 
and  Derrick  Deduytsers,  and  marked  some  small  saplings  on 
each  side  the  said  Monument  in  a  nearly  North  12°  30'  East 
Course,  At  the  distance  of  33  Miles  as  aforesaid  in  the  saM 
Line  we  set  up  a  Stake  and  heaped  up  some  stones  round 

s'uth^rsr?'  :V  ^^'"'".  '•"^^•^^  '^^""  ^emg  distant  on  I 
South  7.    .  30'  East  (bourse  from  a  Pond  of  Water  in  fhe  said 

the  foot  of  the  Mountain  which  is  to  the  Eastward  of  it  •  At  the 
distance  of  3.>  Miles  we  set  up  a  Stake  and  heaped  upsome 
xrr.:?r'   Vr  ^  ,^I— ^^  m  the  s-  L^e  .ling  on  the 


North  end  of  a  Ridge  of  Land  near  to  a  Gully  or  a  small  piece 
of  Boggy  Meadow  being  Easterly  from  Sackets  House  in" 
marked  two  white  Oak  Trees  the  one  on  an  East  Eight  deg^ee^ 


South    Course   distant    three  Rods  and  The-^oU^er  ^n  a  S^th 
Course  distant  fiye  Ro<ls  from  the  said  Monuments ;  At  the  d  s 
tance  of  37  Miles  we  set  up  a  Stake  and  heaped  up  ome  Sto-s 
round    It  for  a  Monument  in  the  said  Line  being  on  the  we«t 
side  of  a  Gully  in  the  Hills  and   marked  some  tL     on  eac 
side  of   the  said    Monument   in  a   nearly  North    l'>°   Z  In^l 
Course  ;  At  the  Distance  of  Forty  Miles  we  mark^  I  whUe  Oak 
.aphng  and  lieaped  up  some  stones  round  it   for  a   Monument 
standing  on  a  high  Ridge  of  Land  being  forty  eight  Rods  east 
erly  from  a  small  Boggy  Meadow  ;  At  the  Distance  of  42  MHe^ 
we  set  up  a  stake  and  heaped  up  some  stone,  round  it  for  a 
Monument   in   the  said  Line   being  on  the  west  side  of  adrv 
bwamp  and  marked  some  Trees  on  each  side  of  the  said  Monu- 
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iiient  in  a  nearly  Nortli  12°:  30' East  Course;  At  the  Distance 
of  4.  Miles  we  put  up  a  stake  and  heaped  up  some  stones  round 
it  t(.r  a  Monument  in  the  said  Line  being  on  tiie  East  side  of  a 
Swamp  and  on  the  West  side  of  a  Rocky  Hill  being  about  20 
Rods  from  the  foot  of  said  Hill  and  marked  some  Trees  on  each 
side  of  the  said  Monument  on  a  nearly  North  12° :  fiO'  East 
Course  ;  At  the  distance  of  47  Miles  we  set  up  a  Stake  andhe«ped 
up  some  Stones  round  it  for  a.  Monument  in  the  said  Ijine  be- 
ing on  the  East  side  of  a  Hill  Westerly  from  the  South  End  of 
Tacanock  Mountain,  and  are  distant  on  a  West  12°:  30'  North 
Course  sixty  Rods  from  tlie  North  branch  of  Ten  Mile  River; 
At  the  distance  50  Miles  we  marked  an  Iron  Wood  Tree  with 
three  Notches  on  tlie  North  and  South  side  and  a  Chip  off 
above  and  the  figures  (XXXXX)on  the  west  side  thereof  and  put 
some  Stones  to  the  Root  of  fhe  said  Tree  standing  in  the  west 
side  of  a  spruce  Swamp  being  about  18  Rods  East  from  Tahcon- 
nock  Road;  And  the  Monuments  that  were  fixed  or  set  up  in 
the  Eastern  Line  of  the  additional  Lands  added  out  of  the  Col- 
ony of  Connecticut  to  the  province  of  NeM-  York  runingparrallel 
to  the  aforesaid  nearly  North  12°  :  30  East  Line,  and  unto  which 
RefTerence  is  made  as  above  mentioned  were  fixed  or  set  up 
corresponding  to  each  of  the  aforesaid  Monuments  fixed  up  in 
the  western  Line  as  aforesaid  distant  from  the  same  on  a  Soutli 
77°  :  30'  East  Course  or  at  right  Angles  to  the  aforesaid  nearly 
Nf)rth  12°:  30'  East  line  one  mile  three  quarters  and  twenty 
Rods  and  were  fixed  or  set  up  in  the  places  following  viz.  corres- 
ponding to  the  Monument  fixed  or  set  up  at  the  two  Miles  dis- 
tance we  heaped  up  some  Stones  for  a  Monument  on  the  West 
side  of  a  Rocky  Hill  near  to  a  Chestnut  Oak  Tree  marked  with 
three  Notches  on  the  North  and  South  Sides,  The  Monument 
Corresponding  to  the  Monument  at  4  miles  distance  as  afore- 
said is  a  Stake  with  a  heap  of  Stones  round  it  about  20  Rods 
and  a  ^  to  the  Eastward  of  Mopo  Brook  ;  The  Monument  cor- 
res]wnding  to  the  Monument  at  6  Miles  distance  as  aforesaid 
is  a  Stake  with  a  heap  of  Stones  round  it  near  the  north  end 
of  a  swamp  and  by  a  foot  J*ath  leading  to  Danbury  :  The  Monu- 
ment corresponding  to  the  Monutuent  at  8  miles  distance  as 
aforesaid  is  a  Stake  and  heap  of  Stones  round  it  in  a  hollow 
upon  a  high  Rocky  Hill ;  Th^e  Monutnent  corresponding  to  tlie 
IMonument  at  10  Miles  distance  as  aforesaid  is  a  Stake  with  a 
heaj)  of  Stones  round  it  in  springy  C-fround  on  the  West  side  a 
high  Hill  ;  The  Monument  corresponding  to  the  Monument  at 
12  Miles  distance  as  aforesaid  was  set  at  the  End  of  two  Miles 
on  a  line  runing  nearly  North  12°  30'  East  frotn  the  monument 
corresponding  to  the  Monument  at  10  Miles  distance  because  we 
could  not  carry  the  perpendicular  across  the  great  Swamp  that 
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was  overflowed  by  Crotou  River  and  we  marked  the  Trees  in  the 
said  two  Miles  with  three  Notches  on  tlieir  North  and  South 
Side  ;  This  monnnient  is  a  heap  of  Stones  round  a  small  white 
Oak  Tree  ;  The  Monument  corresponding  to  the  Monument  at 
14  Miles  distant  is  a  stake  and  heap  of  Stones  standing  on  the 
North  west  side  of  a  Hill ;  The  Monument  corresponding  to 
the  Monument  at  IG  Miles  distance  is  a  Stake  and  heap  of  Stones 
on  a  high  Hill  there  being  two  small  ponds  to  the  South  East- 
ward of  the  Monument  tne  nearest  of  which  is  about  five  Rods 
from  the  Monument ;  The  Monument  corresponding  to  the 
Monument  at  18  Miles  distance  as  aforesaid  is  a  Stake  and  a 
heap  of  Stones  upon  a  ledge  of  Rocks  on  the  West  side  of  a 
Hill ;  The  monument  coresponding  to  the  monument  at  Twenty 
Miles  distance  as  aforesaid  is  a  stake  and  heap  of  Stones  in  a 
wet  piece  of  Groun<l  on  the  west  side  of  a  Steep  Rocky  Hill ; 
The  Monument  Corresponding  to  the  Monument  at  22  Miles 
distance  is  a  Stake  and  lieap  of  Stones  on  the  East  side  of  New 
Fairfield  Hills  ;  The  Monument  corresponding  to  the  Monument 
at  24  Miles  distance  is  a  stake  and  heap  of  Stones  on  the  North 
west  descent  of  a  Hili  that  is  on  the  East  side  of  the  Brook  that 
Issues  from  the  Pond  before  mentioned  ;  The  Monument  cor- 
responding to  the  Monument  at  26  Miles  distance  is  a  stake  and 
heap  of  Stones  on  the  West  side  of  a  high  Hill  and  is  o5  Chains 
and  45  Links  on  the  perpendicular  Line  from  the  East  side  of 
the  Ten  Mile  River  ;  The  Monument  correspondingt(i  the  Monu- 
ment at  28  Miles  distance  as  aforesaitl  is  a  heap  of  Stones  on 
the  East  Brow  of  a  high  Hill  at  which  place  we  saw  New  Mil- 
ford  Town  Ousatonack  River  runing  at  the  foot  of  said  Hill; 
The  Monument  corresponding  to  the  Monument  at  30  Miles  dis- 
tance as  aforesaid  is  a  stake  and  heap  of  stones  at  the  South 
end  of  a  high  Hill  ;  The  Monument  corresponding  to  the  Mon- 
ument at  33  Miles  distance  is  a  heap  of  Stones  on  the  Top  of  a 
hollow  Rock  on  the  west  side  of  a.  Hill ;  The  Monument  corres- 
ponding to  the  Monument  at  35  Miles  distance  as  aforesaid  is  a 
heap  of  Stones  on  the  Top  of  a  Rock  on  the  west  side  of  a  Hill ; 
The  Monument  corresponding  to  the  Monument  at  37  Miles  dis- 
tance as  aforesaid  is  a  stake  and  heap  of  stones  on  the  North 
side  of  a  Ridge  and  is  GO  Links  North  31°  west  from  a  Rock  ly- 
ing there  in  the  rrround  ;  The  Monument  corresponding  to  the 
Monument  at  40  Miles  distance  is  a  stake  and  heap  of  Stone  at 
the  West  side  of  a  swamp  and  40  Rods  on  the  perpendicular 
Tiine  Easterly  from  the  Ten  Mile  River  ;  The  Monument  corres- 
{ionding  to  the  Monument  at  42  Miles  distance  is  a  stake  and 
heap  of  Stones  on  the  Brow  of  a  steep  Bank  on  the!  North  side 
of  the  Ten  Mile  River  where  it  runs  Easterly  and  is  likewise  21 
Rods  on  the  perpendicular  Line  East  from  the  East  side  of  the 
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said  River;  The  Monument  Corresponding  to  the  Monumenv 
at  44  Miles  distance  is  a  Stake  and  heap  of  Stones  standing  at 
the  foot  of  a  Hill  and  Twelve  Rods  from  the  East  side  of  a  large 
long  Pond ;  The  Monument  corresponding  to  the  Monument 
at  the  47  Miles  distance  is  a  Stake  and  heap  of  Stones  in  a  low 
piece  of  Ground  lying  Southwesterly  from  Tah..anock  Mount- 
ain and  North  westerly  from  a  Meadow  and  is  near  the  Waggon 
Path  from  Wheatauke  to  Tahkauock.  We  likewise  marked 
Bome  Trees  on  each  side  of  the  before  mentioned  Monuments 
in  a  Line  runing  nearly  North  12° :  30'  East  where  any  trees 
stood  on  the  said  Line  near  the  said  Monuments. 

In  Witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  Hands  at 
Dover  in  Dutchess  County  in  the  Province  of  New  York  this 
fourteenth  Day  of  May  in  the  fourth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our 
Sovereign  Lord  <Teorge  the  second  by  the  Grace  of  God  of 
great  Britam,  France,  and  Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
ifc  Annoq.  Dom.  1731. 

Samuki^  Eklls,  Cadwalladkr  Coldkn 

ROQKIl  WOLCOTT  VlNCE^'T  MaTHEWS 

Edmund  Lewis  J  Bruyn  Jun' 

Dep'  Surveyor 

In  the  upper  House 

Read,  approved  and  ordered  to  be  Recorded. 

Test  Hez^  VVyllys,  Secretary 

In  the  lower  House 

Read,  approved  and  ordered  to  be  Recorded 

Test  John  Russell,  Clerk 

A  true  Copy  from  an  Original  in  the  Secretary's  Office  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut 

Examin'' 

By  George  Wyllys  Secretary. 
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MINUTES    OF    THE    GENERAL    COURT. 


At  a  General  Court  held  November  11""  1644 
Wliereas,  the  General  Court  for  this  Jurisdiction  did  see 
Cause  to  put  forth  their  best  endeavours  to  procure  a  patent 
from  the  Parliament,  as  judging  it  a  tit  Season  now  for  that 
end  ;  and  therefore  desired  Mr.  Gregson  to  undertake  the  Voy- 
age and  business,  and  agreed  to  furnish  him  with  two  hundred 
Pounds  in  this  jurisdiction,  of  which  in  proportion  to  the  other 
plantations,  New  Haven  is  to  pay  one  hundred  and  ten  Pounds, 
in  merchantable  Beaver.  It  was  therefore  ordered,  that  the 
said  One  hundred  and  ten  Pounds,  shall  l)e  procured  at  the 
Charge  of  the  town  Treasury  upon  such  terms  as  it  may  to  the 
Town  to  stand  the  terms,  and  bear  the  damage  that  may  come 
thereby. 

It  is  ordered  that  upon  the  admittance  of  any  Man  as  a, 
planter  to  any  plantation  in  the  Jurisdictioii  the  fundamental 
Laws  and  Ordersconcerning notes  &c.  Shall  be  read  tothemand 
approved  ;  the  oath  of  Fidelity  shall  be  administered  to  them, 
the  plantation  which  is  to  receive  them  being  Satisfied  in  other 
particulars,  by  a  satisfying  Certificate  from  Sufficient  Credita- 
ble persons,  of  their  good  behavior  and  Conversation.  Tlie 
Governor  informed  the  Court  that  Mr.  Leveridge  had  been 
with  him,  and  propounded  to  know,  whether  their  plantation 
at  Ovster  Bay  might  not  Join,  and  be  admitted  a  member  of 
the  Colony;  He  also  propounded  some  objections  about  a  Pat- 
ent ;  about  public  Chargesin  this  jurisdiction  above  others,  with 
something  about  keeping  Courts  at  their  own  Plantations, 
all  which  was  answered.  So  as  he  objected  no  farther  but  de- 
sired to  know,  if  upon  further  Speech  with  their  town,  they 
desired  to  be  received,  whether  it  might  be  done  without  the 
General  Courts  meeting  again.  The  Court  Considered  of  what 
was  propounded,  and  declared,  that  if  upon  full  understand- 
ing the  fundamental  Laws  and  Orders  for  Government  here  es- 
tablished, they  shall  df^sire  to  join,  and  that  they  do  upon  their 
admittance  take  the  oath  of  Fidelity  as  before  ordered,  and 
in  a  writing  subscribed  by  them,  Solemnh-  engage  themselves 
to  a  full  observance  thereof,  they  may  be  received  a^s  a  mem- 
ber of  tills  Jurisdiction. 
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At  a  General  Court  for  "New  Haven.  Marcli  I'J,  1054-5. 

The  town  was  informed  that  the  occasion  of  its  meeting,  is 
to  let  them  understand  how  things  are  at  present  Concerning 
Delaware  ;  Now  John  Cooper  is  returned,  lie  finds  little  encour- 
agement in  the  Bay,  few  being  willing  to  engage  in  it  at  pre- 
sent, and  therefore  they  may  Consider  whether  to  Carry  it  on 
themselves,  or  to  let  it  fall.  Mr.  Goodyear  said,  notwithstand- 
ing the  discouragements  from  the  Bay,  if  a  considerable  Com- 
pany appear  that  will  go,  he  will  adventure  his  Person  and  E^- 
Tate,  and  go  with  them  in  that  design  ;  but  a  Report  of  other 
8hips  being  Come' to  the  Swedes,  seems  to  make  the  business 
more  difficult  ;  after  much  debate  about  it,  it  was  voted  by  tlie 
Town  in  this  Case,  that  they  will  be  at  Twenty  or  Thirty 
l)ound  charge— that  Mr.  Goodyear,  Sergeant  Jeffery  and  such 
other  as  they  think  fit  to  take  with  them, may  go  to  Delaware, 
and  carry  the  Commissioners'  letters,and  treat  with  the  Swedes 
about  a  probable  settlement  of  tiie  English  upon  their  own 
riglit,  and  then  after  harvest,  if  things  were  clear'd.  Company 
may  resort  thither  for  the  planting  of  it. 


At  a  General  Court  held  at  New-Haven  for  the  jurisdiction, 
January  30'''  1654. 

A  petition  was  presented  by  Thomas  Munson.  and  [.Tohn] 
Cooper  of  New  Haven,  on  behalf  of  a  Company  of  Persons  in- 
tending a  remove  to  T>elaware  Bay,  wherein  they  proposed,  that 
for  the  enlargement  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ,  the  Spreading 
of  the  Gospel,  and  the  good  of  prosjierity  therein,  that  they 
live  under  the  wings  of  Christ,  they  would  afford  Some  encour- 
agement to  help  forward  so  Public  a  Work. 

P'.  That  two  Magistrates,  Mr.  Sam'  Eaton  and  Mr.  Francis 
Newman,  may  have  liberty  from  this  Court  to  go  in  person  at 
first,  and  in  case  they  see  not  themselves  called  to  lay  out  so 
much  of  their  Estate  as  is  like  to  be  disbursed  in  such  an  under- 
taking, that  then  it  would  please  the  Court,  that  out  of  the  Jur- 
isdiction they  may  be  honorably  provided  for,  as  Men  that  are 
wiling  to  lay  out  themselves  for  the  Public  good. 

2'.  In  case  there  be  an  undertaking,  they  that  go.  may  at 
first  go  under  the  protection  of  this  Jurisdiction,  and  that  in 
case  of  any  Affrtmt,  the  jurisdiction  will  engage  to  assist,  till 
by  the  blessing  of  God  they  may  be  able  by  themselves  to  set 
up  a  Commonwealth,  according  to  the  fundamentals  for  Gov- 
ernment laid  at  New  Haven. 

;i'.  That  seeing  our  numV)ers  are  yet  Small,  about  or  betwixt, 
5(»  and  (50,  we  desire  the  Court  to  consider  what  number  may 
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be  a  competent  iiumber,  tiiar  we  may  serve  Crods  jirovidence, 
ami  yet  not  let  the  AVork  tail  for  want  of  too  great  a  niimbei-. 

4"'.  That  two  gr^at  guns,  anil  powder,  and  wliat  belongs  to 
them,  might  be  granted. 

.V^  Seeing  that  most  that  liave  purposed  to  go,  do  only  for 
3^ublic  respects  xmdertake.  and  not  for  any  need  at  i)resent, 
and  thereupon  do  leave  their  houses  and  lands  witliout  that 
improvement  they  themselves  did  make,  they  desire  that  for 
some  time  as  the  Court  shall  think  meet,  they  may  be  freed 
from  Rates  and  Public  Charges. 

6"'.  Seeing  that  they  whose  hearts  God  stirs  up  to  undertake 
at  first,  are  men  for  the  general  of  no  great  Estates,  and  some 
cannot  go  without  help,  we  desire  that  a  sum  of  money  may 
be  raised  in  this  Jurisdiction,  whicli  may  l)e  employed  either 
to  buy  a  small  Vessel  that  may  attend  the  Service,  or  otlier- 
wise,  as  shall  be  thought  meet.  Now  that  which  occasions  this 
last,  is  not  only  the  sense  of  the  great  Expense  and  Charges 
at  first,  and  the  presc  nt  need  that  some  have  now,  but  also  we 
have  heard  from  Sundry,  that  generally  men  are  willing  to 
help  on  the  Work,  either  by  Persons  or  Estates.  Thus  begg- 
ing imrdon  for  bur  boldness,  and  humbly  desire  to  Commit  all 
our  Consultations  unto  the  direction  of  the  Grod  of  Wisdom, 
and  so  remain, 

Yours  to  Command 

johx  coopkr 
Thomas  Mi;nsox 
in  the  behalf  of  the  rest. 

>'ew-Haven  80"'  of  the  11"'  month  1654. 

To  which  the  Court  returned — 

That  having  read  and  considered  a  paper  of  Some  proposi- 
tions, presented  by  Thomas  Munson  and  John  Cooper  of  New 
Haven,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  sundry  Persons  of  this  Jur- 
isdiction, and  Elsewhere,  appearing  as  undertakers  for  the  first 
planting  of  Delaware  ;  in  order  to  the  Public  good  of  this  jur- 
isdiction, and  the  enlargement  and  further  advancement  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Christ  in  those  parts,  do  return  in  answer  as  follows  : 

1*'.  That  they  are  willing  so  far  to  deny  themselves  for  the 
furtherance  of  that  Work,  in  order  to  the  ends  propounded, 
as  to  grant  Li})erty  to  one  or  l>oth  of  those  Magistrates  men- 
tioned, to  go  along  with  them,  who  with  such  other  fit  Persons 
as  this  Court  shall  so  meet  to  join  with  them,  maybe  em- 
powered for  managing  all  matters  of  Civil  government  there, 
according  to  such  Commission  as  shall  be  given  thent  l)v  this 
Court. 

2'.    That   they  will   either   take   the  Propriety  of  all  the  pur- 
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chased  Lands  into  iheir  own  hands,  or  leav"  it  to  such  as  shall 
undertake  the  ])lantinf^  of  it-provided  lluit  it  he  and  remain 
a  part  of  tills  J  urisiliction.  And  for  their  encf)urageuient, 
they  purpose,  when  (rod  shall  so  enlarj^e  tlie  English  Plania- 
tions.  in  Delaware,  as  that  they  shall  grow  the  greater  part  of 
tlie  jurisdiction,  that  tlieii  due  (Consideration  shall  be  taken  for 
tlie  care  and  Conveniency  of  both  parts,  as  that  the  (lovernor 
may  be  one  year  in  one  part,  and  the  next  year  in  anotlier, 
and  tlje  Deputy  Governor  to  be  in  that  i)art  wliere  tlie  Gov- 
ernor is  not  :  and  that  general  Courts  for  making  Laws  iiuiy 
be  ordinarily  but  once  a  year,  and  where  the  Governor  re- 
sides; and  if  God  much  increase  Plantations  in  Delaware,  and 
diminish  them  in  these  parts,  then  possibly  they  may  see  cause 
that  the  Governor  may  be  constantly  there,  and  the  Deputy 
(rovernor  here  ;  but  that  the  lesser  part  of  the  Jurisdiction  be 
protected  and  eased  by  the  greater  part,  both  in  Rates  &  other 
vvise ;  which  they  conceive  will  be  both  acceptable  to  God,  and 
(as  appears  by  the  conclusionsof  the  Commissioners  Anno  1051) 
most  satisfying  to  the  rest  of  the  United  Colonies. 

8''.  That  for  the  matters  of  charge  propounded  for  encourage- 
ment to  be  given  or  lent  to  help  on  their  first  beginnings,  they 
will  projwund  the  thing  to  tlie  several  particular  Plantations, 
and  promote  the  business  for  procuring  sometliing  that  way, 
and  Shall  return  their  answer  with  all  convenient  speed. 


At  a  general  Court  lield  at  New  Haven  for  the  Jurisdiction 
&c,  July  5"',  1G54. 

A  letter  was  now  by  order  of  this  Court  sent  to  the  Swedes 
at  Delaware  Bay,  informing  them  of  tlie  Propriety  which 
some  in  this  Colony  have,  to  large  tracts  of  Land  on  both  sides 
of  Delaware  Bay  and  River,  and  desiring  a  neighborly  Corres- 
ponding with  them,  both  in  Trading  and  J'lanting  there.  And 
our  answer  hereof. 

Honored  and  beloved  in  the  Lord  — 

We  tlie  general  Court  of  New  Haven  v'olony,  being  Sensible 
of  the  wrongs  which  this  Colony  hath  suffered  lately,  by  your 
unjust  ])re fences  and  encroachments  ui>on  our  just  rights,  havH 
nnanimously  Consented,  though  with  grief  of  heart,  being  com- 
pelled thereunto,  to  declare  unto  you  and  unto  all  whom  the 
knowledge  tliereof  may  ('oncern.  what  yourselves  do  or  may 
know  to  be  true  as  followeth. 

1'.  That  the  first  beginning  of  tliest-  Plantations  by  the  Sea 
si«le  in  these  western  parts  of  New  England,  being  engaged  to 
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Sutidry  Frien:ls  in  London,  and  in  otlier  places  about  London 
(wiio  purposed  to  plant  some  with  them  in  the  same  Town  and 
others  as  near  to  them  as  they  might),  to  provide  for  them- 
selves some  convenient  places  by  the  Sea-Side  arrived  at  Bos- 
ton in  the  Massachusetts,  having  a  special  right  in  their  Pat- 
ent, two  of  them  being  joint  purcliasers  of  it  with  others,  and 
one  of  them  a  patentee,  and  one  of  the  assistants  chosen  for 
the  New  England  Company  in  Tjondon,  where  they  abode  all 
the  winter  following;  but  not  linding  there  a  place  suitable 
to  their  purpose,  were  persuaded  to  view  these  parts,  which 
those  that  view'd  approved;  and  before  their  removal,  find 
that  no  English  were  planted  in  any  place  from  the  Fort  called 
Saybrook,  to  the  Dutch  purposed  purchase  of  the  Indians, 
the  natural  proprietors  of  those  Lands,  that  whole  tract  of 
Land  by  tlie  Sea  Coast  for  themselves,  and  those  that  Should 
Come  to  them  ;  which  they  also  signified  to  their  friends  at 
Hartford  in  Connecticut  Colony,  and  desired  that  some  fit 
men  from  thence  might  be  employed  in  that  business,  at  their 
proper  Cost  &  Charges;  wrote  to  them,  unto  which  letters 
having  receiv'd  a  satisfactory  answer,  they  acquainted  the 
Court  of  Magistrates  of  Masachusetts  Colony,  with  their  pur- 
pose to  remove,  and  the  grounds  of  it ;  and  with  their  consent 
began  a  Plantation  in  a  place  situated  by  the  Sea,  called  by 
the  Indians  Quinnepiaug,  which  they  did  purchase  of  the  In- 
dians, the  true  Proprietors  thereof,  for  themselves,  and  Pos- 
terity;  and  have  quietly  possessed  the  same  about  six  and 
twenty  years,  and  have  buried  great  Estates  in  Buildings,  Fenc- 
ing, and  clearing  the  ground,  and  in  all  sorts  of  husbandry, 
without  any  help  from  Conneoticur  or  dependence  upon  them, 
and  by  voluntary  Consent  among  themselves,  they  settled  a 
Civil  Court  &  Government  among  themselves,  upon  such  fund- 
amentals as  were  established  in  Massachusetts,  by  allowance  of 
their  Patent,  whereof  the  then  Governor  of  the  Bay  the  right 
Wo7-shipful  Mr  Winthrop,  sent  us  a,  copy,  to  improve  for  our 
bast  advantage.  These  fundamentals  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  Quinnepiaug  approved,  and  bound  themselves  to  submit 
unto  and  maintain,  and  chose  Theophilus  Eaton  Esq^  to  be 
their  Governor,  with  as  good  right  as  Connecticut  Settled  their 
Govern' among  themselves,  and  continued  it  above  twenty 
years  without  any  Patent. 

2'.  That  when  the  help  of  Mr.  Eaton,  our  Governor,  and 
some  others  from  Quinnepiaug  was  desired  for  ending  of  a  con- 
troversv  at  Weathersfield,  a  Town  in  Connecticut  Colony,  it 
being  judged  necessary  for  peace  that  one  party  should  remove 
their  dwellings,  upon  equal  Satisfactory  terms  proposed,  the 
Governor  Magistrates  &c  of  Connecticut  offered  for  their  i)art. 
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tliat  if  the  parties  that  would  remove,  should  Hnd  a  fit  place 
to  plant  in,  upon  the  River  Connecticut;  would  grant  it  to 
them ;  and  the  Governor  of  Quivinepiaug  (now  called  New 
Haven,)  and  the  rest  then  present  Joined  with  him,  and  pro- 
mised that  if  they  should  find  a  fit  place  for  themselves  by  the 
Sea  Side,  New  Haven  would  grant  it  unto  them  ;  wliich  ac- 
cordingly New  Haven  performed,  and  so  the  Town  of  Stam- 
ford begun,  and  became  a  member  of  New  Haven  Colony,  and 
so  continueth  unto  this  day. 

Thus  in  a  public  Assembly  of  Connecticut  was  the  distinct 
right  of  Connecticut  upon  the  River,  and  of  New-Haven  by 
the  Sea-Side,  declared,  Avith  consent  of  the  Governor,  Magis- 
trates. Ministers,  and  better  sorts  of  the  people  of  Connecticut 
at  that  time. 

3'^.  Sundry  other  Townships  by  the  Sea  Side,  and  Southold 
on  Long  Island  being  settled  in  their  inheritances  by  right  of 
purchase  of  their  Indian  Proprietors,  did  voluntarily  join  them- 
selves to  New  Haven,  to  be  all  under  one  Jurisdiction,  by  a  firm 
engagement  to  the  fundamentals  formerly  settled  in  New 
Haven  ;  whereupon  it  was  called  New  Haven  Colony.  The 
general  Court  being  thus  constituted,  Chose  the  said  Theo- 
philus  Eaton  Esq',  a  man  of  singular  wisdom,  godliness  and  ex- 
perience, to  be  the  Governor  of  New  Haven  Colony,  and  they 
cliose  a  cojupetent  number  of  Magistrates,  and  other  Officers 
for  the  several  Towns.  Mr.  Eaton  so  well  managed  that  great 
trust,  tliat  he  was  chosen  Governor  every  year  while  he  lived. 

All  this  time  Connecticut  never  questioned  what  was  done 
at  New  Haven,  nor  pretended  any  right  to  it,  or  any  of  the 
Towns  belonging  to  tliis  Colony,  nor  objected  against  our  l)e- 
ing  a  distinct  Colony. 

4"".  When  the  Dutch  claimed  a  right  to  New-Haven,  and  all 
along  the  Coast  by  the  Sea  Side,  it  being  reported  they  .would 
set  up  the  Prince  of  Orange's  Arms,  the  Governor  of  New 
Haven  to  prevent  that,  caused  the  King  of  Englands  Arms  to 
be  fairly  cut  on  wood,  and  Set  upon  a  post  on  the  Highway  by 
the  Sea-Side,  to  vindicate  the  right  of  the  English,  Avithout 
consulting  Connecticut,  or  seeking  their  concurrence  therein. 

5"".  In  the  year  1G43,  upon  weighty  Considerations,  an  union 
of  four  distinct  (^Jolonies  was  agree<i  iipon  by  all  New  England, 
(Except  Rhode  Island,)  in  their  Several  general  Courts,  and 
was  established  by  a  most  solemn  Confederation,  wherel)y  they 
bound  themselves  mutually  to  preserve  unto  each  Colony  its 
entire  jurisdiction  within  itself  respectively,  and  to  avoid  the 
putting  of  two  into  one,  by  any  Act  of  their  own,  without  the 
consent  of  Commissioners  from  the  four  united  Colonies;  which 
were  from   that   time,  and  still  are,  called  and  known  by  the 
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title  of  the  four  united  Colonies  of  New  Englau(J.  Of  these  (Jol- 
onies  New  Haven  was,  and  is  one,  and  in  this  Solemn  Confed- 
eration Connecticut  joined  with  tlie  rest,  and  with  us. 

C^".    In  the  year  lGi4,  the  general  Court  of  New  Haven  Col- 
ony, then  sitting  in  the  Town  of  New  Haven,  agreed   unani- 
mously, to  send  to  England  for  a  Patent ;  and  in  the  vear  Ui4r> 
Committed  the  procuring  of  it  to  Mr.  Grigson  one  of  our  Mag- 
istrates, who  entered  upon  his  voyage  in  Januarv  of  tliat  vear 
from  New  Haven,  furnislied  with  some  Beavf^r,  in  order  th'eu  - 
unto  as  we  suppose,  but  by  the  providence   of  God,  ti.e  ship 
and  all  the  passengers  and  goods  were  lost  at  Sea  in  their  ])as- 
sage  towards  England,  to  our  grief  and  the  prostration  of  that 
design  for  that  time  :  After  which  the  troubles  in  England  put 
a  stop  to  our  proceeding  therein.     This  was  done  with  the  Con- 
sent and    desire    of   Connecticut    to   confer  with  New  Haven 
therein,  whereby  the  difference  of  times    and  mens  spirits  in 
tliem,  may  be  discovered  ;  for  then  the  Magistrates  of  Connec- 
ticut with  consent  of  their  general   Court,  knowing  our  pur- 
pose, desired  to  join  with  New  Haven  in   procuring  that  Pat- 
ent for  common  privileges  to  both,  in  their  distinct  jurisdic 
tions,  and   left   it  to  Mr.  Eaton's  wisdom   to  have  the  Patent 
framed  accordingly.     But  now  thev  seek  to  procure  a  Patent 
without  the  Concurrence  of  New  Haven,  and  contrary  to  our 
minds  Expressed  before  this  Patent  was  sent  for,  and  to  their 
own  promise,  and  to  the  terms  of  the  confederation,  and  with- 
out sufficient  Warrant  from   their  Patent,  thev  have  invaded 
our  rights,  and  seek  to  involve  New  Haven   under   Connecti- 
cut Jurisdiction. 

7"'.  That  in  the  year  1646,  when  the  Commissioners  first  met 
at  New  Haven,  Kieft  the  then  Dutch  Governor,  bv  letter  Ex- 
postulated with  the  Commissioners,  bv  what  warrant  thev  met 
at  New  Haven  without  his  Consent,  seeing  it,  and  all  by  the 
Sea  Coast,  belonged  to  his  principals  in  Holland,  and  to  the 
Lords  the  States  General. 

The  answer  to  that  letter  was  framed  by  Mr.  Eaton,  Gover- 
nor of  New  Haven,  and  then  President  of  the  Commission,  ap- 
proved by  all  the  Commissioners  and  sent  in  their  names  with 
their  Consent,  to  the  then  Dutch  Governor,  who  never  renlie.I 
thereunto. 

8'^  That  this  Colony  in  the  reign  of  the  late  King  Charles 
the  first,  received  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Lords  am! 
Commons  for  Foreign  Plantations,  then  sitting  at  Westmin- 
ster, which  letter  was  delivered  to  our  Governor,  Mi-.  Eaton, 
for  freeing  the  several  di.stinct  Colonies  of  New  England  from 
Mo]estation,by  the  appealing  of  troublesome  S])irits  unto  Eng- 
land, whereby  they  declared  that  they  had  dismissed  all  causes 
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tlei)ending  before  thein  from  ^New  England,  and  tliat  they  ad- 
vised all  inhabitants  to  submit  to  their  respective  governments 
there  establishetl,  and  to  acquiesce,  when  their  Causes  shall  be 
there  heart!  and  derenniried,  as  it  is  to  be  seen  more  largely  Ex- 
pressed in  tlie  original  which  we  have  siii)scribed  (thus)  Your 
assured  friends 

PKMBllOKK  ;i\lA.\CHKSTKll  WARWICK 

\V.  Say  A:  Skai,  Fm.  JJaihk  Dkabigh 

In  this  order  they  sul)scribetl  their  names  with  their  own 
iiands.  which  we  have  to  shew,  and  they  inscribed  or  directed 
this  letter  to  our  worthy  friends,  the  (fovenor  ami  assistants, 
of  the  I'lantation  of  New  Haven  in  New  England;  Whereby 
you  may  clearly  see  that  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Warwick, 
and  the  Ijord  viscount  Say  and  Seal,  lately  one  of  his  Majesty's 
that  now  is.  King  (Uiarles  the  Second  his  most  honorable 
Privy  Council,  as  also  the  Right  Hon  Earl  of  Manchester  Still 
is,  had  no  purpose  after  New  Haven  Colony  situated  by  the  Sea 
Side  was  Settled,  tt)  be  a  distinct  government,  that  it  should 
be  put  under  the  Patent  for  Connecticut,  whereof  they  had 
only  framed  a  Copy,  before  any  house  was  erected  by  the  Sea 
Side  from  the  Fort  to  the  Dutch;  whicli  yet  was  not  Signed 
and  Sealed  by  the  last  King  for  a  Patent,  nor  had  you  any 
Patent,  till  your  agent  Mr.  Winthrop  procured  it  about  two 
years  since. 

i*"".  That  in  the  year  1650,  when  the  Commissioners  for  the 
four  united  Colonies  of  New  England  met  at  Hartford,  the  new 
Dutcli  Governor  being  then  and  there  present ;  Mr  Eaton  the 
then  Governor  of  New  Haven  Colony,  complained  of  the  Dutch 
Governors  encroaching  upon  our  Colony  of  New  Haven,  by 
taking  under  his  jurisdiction  a  Township  beyond  Stamford, 
called  Greenwich,  all  the  Coiniuissioners  as  well  for  Connec- 
ticut as  for  the  other  Colonies  concluded  that  Greenwich,  and 
four  miles  beyond  it  belongs  to  "N^ew  Haven  .)  urisdiction,  where- 
unto  the  Dutch  Governor  then  yielded,  and  restored  it  to  New 
Haven  (Jolony,  thus  were  our  bounds  westward  Settled  by 
consent  of  all. 

10'*'.  That  when  tlie  Hon''  (jovernor  of  Connecticut  John 
Winthrop  Esq',  had  consented  to  undertake  a  voyage  to  Eng- 
land, to  procure  a  Patent  for  Connecticut,  in  the  year  1061,  a 
friend  warned  liim  by  letter  not  to  have  his  hand  in  so  unright- 
eous an  Act,  as  so  far  to  Extend  the  line  of  their  Patent,  that 
the  Colony  of  New  Haven  should  be  involved  in  it. 

For  answer  thereunto  be  was  pleased  to  certify  that  friend, 
in  two  Letters,  which  he  wrote  from  two  Several  places  before 
his  departure,  that  no  such  thing  was  intended,  but  rather  the 
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Contrary,  that  the  Magistrates  had  agreed  and  expressed  in  the 
presence  <>f  some  Ministers,  tliat  if  tiieir  Line  Should  reach  us, 
which  they  linew  not,  the  Copy  being  in  England,  yet  New- 
Haven  Colony  should  be  at  full  liberty  to  join  with  them  or 
not.  This  agreement  f'o  attested  made  us  secure,  who  else 
would  have  procured  Ji.  I'atent  for  ourselves,  within  our  own 
known  bounds,  according  to  purchase,  without  doing  any 
wrong  to  Connecticut  in  their  just  bounds  and  limits. 

11"'.  That  notwithstanding  all  the  promises,  in  the  year  1662, 
when  you  had  received  your  Patent  under  his  Majesty's  hand 
and  Seal,  Contrary  to  your  promise  and  Solemn  Confedera- 
tion, and  to  common  equity,  at  your  first  general  Assembly, 
yet  which  could  not  be  Called  general  without  us,  if  we  were 
under  your  Patent,  Seeing  none  of  us  were  called  thereunto, 
you  agreed  among  yourselves  to  treat  with  New  Haven  Col- 
ony about  Union  by  your  Commissioners  chosen  for  that  end. 
Within  two  or  three  days  after  that  Assembly  was  dissolved, but 
before  the  ending  of  that  session,  you  made  an  unrighteous 
breach  in  our  Colony,  by  taking  under  your  Patent  Some  of 
ours,  from  Stamford,  and  from  Guilford,  and  from  Southold, 
Contrary  to  your  engagements  to  New  Haven  Colony,  and 
without  our  consent  or  knowledge. 

This  being  thus  done,  some  sent  from  you  to  treat  with  us, 
Show'd  some  of  ours  your  Patent,  which  being  read  they  de- 
clared to  yours,  that  New  Haven  Colony  is  not  at  all  mentioned 
in  your  Patent,  and  gave  you  some  reasons  why  they  believed 
that  the  King  did  not  intend  to  put  this  Colony  under  Con- 
necticut, without  our  desire  or  knowledge,  and  they  added, 
that  you  took  a  preposterous  Course  in'first  dismembering  this 
Colony,  and  after  that  treating  with  it  about  Union ;  which 
is  as  if  one  man  purposing  to  treat  with  another  about  Union, 
first  cut  of  from  him  an  Arm,  and  a  Leg,  and  an  Ear;  then  to 
treat  with  him  about  Union. 

i  The  ReV"  Mr.  Stone,  also  the  teacher  of  the  Church  at  Hart- 
ford, was  one  of  the  Committee,  who  being  asked  what  he 
thought  of  this  Action,  answered,  that  he  would  not  justify  it. 

12"".  After  that  Conference,  our  Committee  sent  by  order  of 
the  general  Court,  by  two  of  our  Magistrates  and  two  of  our 
Elders  iSic,  a  writing.  Containing  sundry  other  reasons  for  our 
not  joining  with  you,  who  also  finding  that  you  persisted  in 
your  own  Will  &  Way,  declared  to  you  our  own  resolution  to 
appeal  to  his  Majesty,  to  explain  his  true  intendment  &  mean- 
ing in  Your  Patent  whether  it  was  to  subject  this  Colony 
under  it  or  not :  being  persuaded,  as  we  still  are,  that  it  neither 
was,  nor  is  his  royal  will  &  pleasure  to  confound  this  Colony 
with  yours,  which  would  destrov  the  so  long  continued  and  so 
17-VoL.  XVIIL 
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strongly  settled  distinction  of  the  four  United  Colonies  of  ?s«^w 
Enf?land,  without  our  desire  or  knowledge. 

18'^  That  accordingly  we  forthwith  sent  our  appeal,  to  be 
humbly  presented  to  his  Majesty  by  some  friends  in  Ijondon  ; 
Yet  out  of  our  dear  and  tender  respect  to  Mr.  Winthrops  peace 
and  honor,  some  of  us  advised  those  friends  to  communicate 
our  papers,  first  to  the  Hon.  Mr.  Winthrop  himself,  to  the  end 
that  we  might  find  out  some  effectual  expedient  to  put  a  good 
end  to  this  uncomfortable  difference  between  you  and  us,  and 
also  to  present  our  humble  Address,  to  his  Majesty;  Accord- 
ingly it  was  done — and  Mr.  Winthrop  stopped  the  proceeding 
of  our  appeal,  by  undertaking  to  our  friends,  that  &c. 


The  Remonstrance,  or  Declaration  sent  to  the  General  Assembly 
of  Connecticut  Colony,  from  this  Court,  is  as  folloivetJi  : 

Gkntlkmex: 

The  proposed  grounds  or  ends  of  your  and  our  Coming  into 
these  parts  are  not  unknown,  being  plainly  expressed  in  the 
prologue  to  that  Solemn  Confederation,  entered  into  >>y  the 
four  Colonies  of  New  England,  printed  and  published  to  the 
•world,  viz.  to  adv^ance  the  Kingdom  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
and  to  enjoy  the  liberties  of  the  Gfospel  in  purity  and  ]>eace  ; 
for  whicli  we  left  our  dear  native  Country,  and  were  willing 
to  undergo  the  difficulties  we  have  since  me':  with  in  this  Wild- 
erness, yet  fresh  in  our  remembrance.  Being  the  only  end  we 
still  pursue,  having  hitherto  found  by  Experience  so  much  of 
the  presence  of  God  with  us,  and  of  his  goodness  and  Compassion 
toward  us  in  so  doing  for  this  many  years;  yet  considering 
how  unanswerable  our  returns  have  been  to  God,  how  unfruit- 
ful, unthankful  and  unholy,  under  so  much  means  of  Grace, 
and  such  liberties,  Ave  cannot  but  lament  the  same,  judge  <if 
ourselves,  and  justify  God.  should  he  now  at  last  cast  off  s<» 
long  patience  towards,  us  bring  desolating  judginenls  upoTj 
us,  and  make  us  drink  of  the  dregs  of  that  cup  of  indignation, 
he  hath  put  into  the  hands  of  his  people  in  other  parts  of  the 
World,  or  suffer  such  Contentions  (in  just  displeasure)  to  arise 
among  us,  as  may  hasten  our  Calamity,  and  increase  our  woe, 
which  we  pray  the  Lord  in  Mercy  to  prevent.  And  whereas 
in  pursuance  of  the  said  ends  and  upon  other  religious  and 
civil  considerations,  and  the  security  of  the  Interest  of  each 
Colony  within  itself  in  ways  of  righteousness  and  Peace;  and 
all  and  every  of  the  said  Colonies  from  the  Indians,  ajid  other 
Enemies,    they   did   judge    it   to  be   their  bounden   duty   for 
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mutual  strength  and  hel,, fulness  for  the  future,  in  all  the 
said  Governments,  to  en.er  into  a  Consociation  a.non-  them- 
selves; thereupon  fully  agreed  and  concluded  by,  and  between 
the  parties  or  jurisdictions,  in  divers  and  sundry  articles,  and 
at  last  ratified  as  a  perpetual  Confederation  bv  their  several 
Subscriptions,  whereunto  Ave  Conceive  ourselves  boun.l  to 
adhere,  until  with  Satisfaction  toother  judgments,  and  consci- 
ences, we  see  our  duty  with  like  unanimous  Consent  with  the 
confederates,  orderly  to  recede,  leaving  the  issue  unto  the  most 
wise  and  righteous  God.  As  for  the  Patent  upon  your  peti- 
tion granted  to  you  by  his  Majesty's  Connecticut  Colony,  so  fur 
that  in  that  sense  we  object  not  against  it,  much  less  against 
his  Majesty's  Act  in  so  doing. 

The  same  being  a  real  encouragement  to  other  of  his  Subjects 
to  obtain  the  like  favour  upon  their  humble  petition  to  his 
Royal  Highness,  in  the  protection  of  their  persons,  and  pur- 
chased rights,  and  Interests,  is  also  a  ground  of  hope  to  us 

But  if  the  line  of  your  Patent,  doth  CircumscriV^e  this  Col- 
ony by  your  Contrivement,  without  our  Cognizance  or  Con- 
sent or  regard  to  the  said  Confederation  on  your  parts  we 
have,  and  must  still  testify  against  it,  as  not  Consistent  in  our 
judgments  with  brotherly  love,  righteousness  and  peace.  And 
that  this  Colony  for  so  long  time  as  Confederate  jurisdiction 
distinct  from  your  and  the  other  Colonies,  is  taken  in  under  the 
administration  of  the  said  Patent  in  your  hands,  and  for  it>^ 
formerly  being  dissolved  and  distinction  ceasing. 

There  being  not  one  line  or  letter  in  the  Patent  expressing 
his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  way,  although  it  is  your  sense  of 
It,  yet  we  cannot  so  apprehend;  of  which  we  having  already 
given  our  Grounds  at  large  in  writing,  we  shall  not  need  to 
say  much  more,  nor  have  we  met  with  any  argumentation  or 
rational  convictions  from  you,  nor  do  we  yet  see  cause  to  be 
of  another  mind. 

As  for  your  proceedings  upon  pretense  of  the  Patent  towards 
us,  or  rather  against  us,  intaking  in  Sundrv  inhabitantsof  thi  • 
Colony  under  your  protection  and  Government-who  as  yoi' 
say  offered  themselves,  from  which  a  good  Conscience,  and  the 
obligation  under  which  most  of  them  stood  to  this  Colony 
should  have  restrained  them,  without  the  consent  of  the  Bodv 
of  their  Colony  first  had,  and  in  concurrence  with  them  upon 
mature  deliberation  and  conviction  of  duty  yet  wanting.  We 
Cannot  but  again  testify  against  as  disorderly  in  theni,  and 
which  admission  on  your  parts  we  conceive  your  Cnri'stia- 
prudence  might  easily  have  suspended  for  prevention  of  the 
great  offence,  to  the  Conscience  of  your  Considerate  Brethren  • 
and    those  sad  consequences  which   have  followed,  disturbing 
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the  peace  of  other  towns,  destroying  our  comforts,  and, hazard 
of  our  lives  and  Liberties,  by  their  frequent  threats  antl  un- 
sufferable  provocations,  hath  been,  and  is  with  us  matters  of 
Complaint  ])otii  to  Gro;l  and  man,  especially  wlien  we  consider 
that  thus  you  admitted  them,  and  put  power  into  their  hands, 
before  you  had  made  any  overture  to  us,  or  had  any  treaty 
with  us  about  so  weighty  a  business;  as  if  you  were  in  haste 
to  make  us  as  miserable  as  indeed  in  these  things,  we  ar^  at 
this  day.  An(i  seeing  upon  our  answer  returned  to  your  pro- 
positions made  by  you  afterwards  of  Joining  witli  you  in  the 
Government,  finding  ourselves  so  already  dismembered,  and 
the  weighty  grounds  and  reasons  we  tlien  presented  to  you, 
we  could  not  prevail  with  you  so  far  as  to  jirocure  a  respite 
of  your  further  proceedings,  until  Mr.  Winthrop's  return  from 
England,  or  the  grant  of  any  time  that  way,  whicii  was  thought 
but  reasonable  by  some  of  yourselves,  and  the  like  Seldom 
denied  in  War  to  very  enemies. 

We  saw  it  then  high  time,  and  necessary,  fearing  these  be- 
ginnings, to  appeal  unto  his  Majesty  ;  .and  so  we  did  ;  conclud- 
ing according  to  the  law  of  Appeals  in  all  cases  and  among  all 
nations,  that  the  same  upon  your  allegiance  to  his  Majesty,  would 
have  obliged  you  to  forbear  all  further  process  in  the  business  ; 
for  our  own  parts  resolvintr  notwithstanding  all  that  we  had 
formerly  suffered,  to  sit  down  patient  under  the  same,  waiting 
upon  God  for  the  issue  of  our^aid  Appeal.  But  seeing  notwith- 
standing all  that  we  have  presented  to  you  by  word  and  writing, 
notwithstanding  our  appeal  to  his  Majesty,  notwithstanding  all 
that  we  had  suffered  by  means  of  that  power  which  you  had 
set  up,  viz.  a  constable  at  Stamford,  of  which  information  had 
been  given  you.  but  yet  you  have  gone  further,  to  place  a 
Constable  at  Guilford  in  like  manner  over  a  party  there,  to  the 
furtlier  disturbance  of  our  peace  and  quiet ;  a  narrative  whereof 
and  of  the  provocation  and  wrongs  we  have  met  witli  at  Stam- 
ford, we  have  received  attestt^d  to  us  by  various  witnesses, 
honest  men.  We  cannot  but  on  behalf  of  our  appeal  to  his  Ma- 
jesty whose  honour  is  highly  concerned  therein,  and  of  our 
just  rights,  but  as  men  exceedingly  afRicted  and  grieved,  tes- 
tifv  in  the  sight  of  God,  Angels,  and  Men,  a:.?ainst  these  things  ; 
Our  ends  therein  being  not  to  jiromote  or  further,  any  Offence, 
but  rather  as  a  discharge  of  duty  on  our  part  as  Brethren  and 
Christian  Confederates,  to  call  upon  you  to  take  some  effectual 
Course,  to  ease  and  right  us  in  a  due  redress  of  the  grievances 
you  have  caused  Ijy  such  proceediuj^s  ;  Such  as  after  you  had 
comjilimented  us  with  a  large  offer  of  Patent  privileges,  with 
<le.sire  of  a  treaty  with  us  for  union  <-t  our  Colonies,  and  you 
Know  as  your  good  words  were  Kindly  accepted,  so  your  uio- 
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tion  was  fairly  answered  by  our  Committee  in  that  regard  We 
were  under  an  appeal  to  his  Majesty,  that  being  limited  by  our 

clTVa?  **^rr?'"'^  ""^^^^^"'-^  foraiterfngourdistin;; 
Whon;  .1  '-"^d  ^Government,  without  their  consent,  and 
without  the  approbation  of  the   other  confederate  Colonies 

I.ect  such  a  design  on  foot  against  us,  the  effect  thereof  quickl  v 

Zn  tht  ?""'°"\  '^^°'-^  "'^"^^^"^^-  ^"*  ^-  BhalK^av  :l;> 
more  at  this  time,  only  to  tell  you.  that  whatever  we  suffer  bv 

rZinTt''  'n"^"^'  """"  '^'^  "^  ^"  «^°-^'  -^^'-  ^^--  to 
Mn  against  our  Consciences;  hoping  the  righteous  God  will    i,. 

K^LlTl  "^'''"   ''"''   '^ffl'^t'o"'  an^l  incline  his  Majestvs 

heart  to  favour  our  righteous  Cause.  " 

Subscribed  in  the  Name,  and  by  Order  of  the  f^eneral  Court 
New  Haven  Colony. 

Nkw  Ha^kn,  Map  6'*,  1663. 


of  New  Haven  Colonj 

Per  James  Bishop  Sec^. 


A  true  Copy  of  Gar.  Wintfaop's  letter  to  Major  John  Mason,  au<l 
the  rest  of  the  Court. 

GenTIjEMEJI  : 

I  am  informed  by  some  gentlemen  who  are  authorized  to  ..eek 
remedy  here,  that  since  you  had  the  late  Patent,  there  had 
been  injury  done  to  the  Government  at  New  Haven,  and  in 
par  icular  at  Guilford,  and  Stamford,  in  admitting  of  several 
of  the  mhabitants  there  unto  freedom  with  you  ;  and  appoint- 
ing Officers  which  hath  Caused  division  in  the  same  Towns 
which  may  prove  cf  dangerous  Consequence  if  not  timely  pre- 
vented though  I  do  hope  the  rise  of  it  is  from  Misunderstand- 
ing, and  not  m  design  of  prejudice  to  that  Colony,for  whom  I 

s^hmtirTn '^*''  *^'''  ^""^^''  *^^*  *^""-  "^hts  and  interests 
K  ?u.u^  '''^"'^^^°'"P^^-'"^'««^'  b>'the  Patent.     But    if 

both  theGovernmentswouldwith  unanimous agreementsunite 

Jn^tT^'i  /'^"^'  ^"'^^"^   '^  ^^"  advantage  to  both  ;  and 

further  I  must  let  you  know,  that  testimony  here  doth  affirm 
that  I  gave  assurance  before  authority  iiere,  that  it  was  not  in- 
tended to  meddle  with  any  Town  or  plantation  that  was  settle<l 
under  any  other  Government:  had  it  been  any  otherwise  in- 
tended or  declared,  it  had  been  injurious  in  taking  out  the  Pat- 
ent, not  to  have  inserted  a  proportionable  number  of  their 
names  in  it. 

Now  upon    the  whole,  having  had    serious    conference  with 
their    friends   authorized    by  them,  and  .vith    other  who   are 
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frieudb  to  both,  to  prevent  ii  tedious  &  Chargeable  trial  and 
uncertain  event  here.  I  promised  them  to  give  you  speedily 
this  representation,  how  lar  you  are  engaged,  if  any  injury  has 
been  done  by  adnutting  of  Freeman,  or  appointing  Officers, 
or  any  other  unjust  intermeddling  with  ISev,- Haven  Colony, 
i:i  one  kind  or  other,  without  the  approbation  of  the  Govern- 
ment;  that  it  be  forthwith  recalled,  and  that  in  the  future 
there  will  be  no  imposing  in  any  ki!i<l  upon  them,  nor  admit- 
Tingof  any  member  without  mutual  (Jonseni,  butthat  all  things 
be  acted  as  loving  neiglibouring  ( 'olonies,  as  before  such  Pat- 
ent granted,  and  unto  this  I  Juilge  you  are  obliged.  1  having 
engaged  to  their  A  gents  here,  that  this  will  be  by  you  performed, 
and  they  have  thereupon  forborne  to  give  you  or  me  any  trou- 
ble, but  they  do  not  doubt  upon  future  consideration,  there 
maybe  such  a  right  understanding  between  both  Governments, 
that  a:i  union  and  friendly  joining  may  be  established,  to  the 
siitisfaction  of  all,  which  at  my  arrival  I  shall  endeavour,  God 
willing,  to  promote.  Not  having  more  at  this  present  in.tliis 
Case,  I  remain  — 

Your  humble  Servant, 

John  Winthiiop. 

London,   March  o**,  1662. 

Subscription  to  Major  John  Mason,  ]~)epaty  Governor  of  Con- 
necticut Colony,  and  the  rest  of  the  Court,  then  at  Hartford. 


A  Letter  to  ('onnectirrt/t  as  Followetlt. 

HONOU'D   (tKNTLiKMEN: 

We  liaving  been  silent  hitherto  as  to  the  making  any  griev- 
ance known  unto  the  Kings  Commissioners,  notwithstanding 
what  may  be  with  us  of  such  nature,  from  tbe  several  transac- 
tions that  have  been  among  us,  are  desirous  so  continue  your 
^lanageing  these  affairs,  in  ways  consistent  with  tlie  ancient 
(Confederation  of  the  United  Colonies,  choosing  rather  to  suffer, 
than  to  begin  any  motion  hazardful  to  the  New  Englanfl  Set- 
tlements ;  in  pursuance  whereof,  according  to  our  promise  to 
your  Gentlemen,  Sent  lately  to  demand  our  submission,  though 
in  a  divided,  if  not  dividing  way,  within  our  Towns,  severally 
seekingto  bring  us  under  the  Government  by  yourselves  already 
settled,  wherein  we  have  had  no  hand  to  settle  the  same,  and 
before  you  had  cleared  to  our  Conviction  the  Certain  limits 
of  your  Charter,  whicti  may  justly  increase  tlie  scruple  of  too 
inucli  liaste  in  that,  and  former  actings  upon  us. 

The  generality  of  our  undivided  people  have  orderly  met  this 
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i:;'"  of  lO"*  month  (64),  and  by  the  vote  enclosed,  have  prepared 
tor  this  answer  to  be  given  of  our  submission,  which  being 
(lone  l)y  us,  then  for  the  accommodation  of  Matters  betwixt  us 
ill  an  amicable  way,  by  a  coinmirtee  empower 'd  to  issue  with 
you  on  their  behalf,  and  in  behalf  of  all  Concerned,  according 
TO  instructions  given  to  said  Committee.  We  never  did,  nor 
ever  do  intend  to  damnify  your  moral  rights  or  Just  privileges, 
(Jonsistent  with  our  like  honest  enjoyments;  and  we  would 
liopf  that  you  have  no  further  Scope  towards  us,  not  to  vio- 
late our  Government  interest,  but  toacommodate  us  with  that 
wt^  shall  desire,  and  that  Patent  bear,  as  hath  been  often  said 
you  would  do  ;  and  surely  you  have  the  more  reason  to  be  full 
with  us  herein,  seeing  that  your  success  for  Patent  bounds  with 
those  (rentlemeu,  now  obtained,  seems  to  he  debtor  unto  our 
silence  before  them  ;  when  as  you  thus  by  single  application 
and  Audience,  issued  that  matter,  you  thus  performing  to  sat- 
isfaction ;  we  may  still  rest  silent  and  according  to  profession, 
by  a.  studious  and  Cordial  endeavour  with  us,  to  advance  the 
interest  of  Christ  in  this  Wilderness,  and  by  the  Lords  blessing 
thereupon,  Love  and  Union  between  us  may  be  greatly  con- 
firmed, and  our  Comforts  enlarged.  Which  is  the  earnest 
prayer  of,  Gentlemen,  your  loving  friends  and  neighbors,  the 
committee  appointed  by  the  Freemen  and,  inhabitants  of  New 
Haven  Colony  now  assembled. 

Jamks  Bishop,  Secretary. 
Nkw  Havkn,  Dec.  14,1664. 


Covnecticfif'.s  Return  Ansirer. 

Hartkokd,  December 'iX ,  1664. 
Honored  Gentlkmkn : 

We  have  received  yours  dated  the  H""  Ins',  Signed  by  James 
Bishop,  wherein  you  are  pleased  to  mention  your  Silence 
hitherto;  as  to  the  making  any  grievance  known  to  his  Ma- 
jf'sty's  Commissioners,  Notwithstanding  what  may  be  with 
you  ;  we  can  say  the  same,  though  we  had  fair  opportunities  to 
])resent  anything  of  that  nature.  As  for  desire  to  manage 
affairs  according  to  the  Confederation,  the  present  motion  will 
we  hope  on  a  Candid  review,  not  appear  any  way  disonant 
therefrom.  For  besides  the  provisions  made  in  one  of  the 
Articles  of  Confederation  for  the  Colonies  uniting  in  one,  there 
was  special  provision  as  you  well  know,  made  at  the  last  ses- 
sion of  the  Commissioners  for  that  purpose,  conjoined  with 
pathetical  advice  &  Counsel  to  an  Amicable  Union.  Our  too 
much  forwardness  with  New  Haven  is  not  so  clear,seeiiig  those 
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plantations  you  inhabit  are  much  about  the  centre  of  our  Pat- 
ent, which  our  cliarter  hmits,  as  also  tlie  inclosed  Determina- 
tion of  his  Majesty's  lionorable  Commissioners,  will  to  your  con- 
viction be  apparent. 

That  our  success  for  Patent  bounds  with  the  Kings  Commis- 
sioners is  debtor  to  our  Silence,  seems  to  us  strange  when  your 
non  Compliance  was  so  abundantly  known  to  those  Gentlemen, 
vea  the  news  of  your  motions  wiien  Mr  Josepli  Allyn  was  last 
with  you,  was  at  New  York  befoi-e  our  Governors  departure 
thence,  notwithstanding  your  silence  and  yet  so  good  an  issue 
obtained.  We  desire  such  retiections  may  be  buried  in  per- 
petual silence,  which  only  yourselves  necessitating  thereunto 
shall  revive  them,  being  willing  to  pursue  truth  and  peace  as 
much  as  may  be,  with  all  men,  especially  with  our  dear 
Brethern  in  the  fellowshii)  of  the  Gospel,  and  fellow  membeis 
of  the  same  civil  Corporation,  accommotiated  with  so  many 
Choice  privileges,  which  we  are  willing  after  all  is  prepared  to 
your  hands,  to  confer  upon  you  equal  with  ourselv(>s,  which 
we  wish  may  at  last  produce  the  long  desired  effect,  of  your 
free  and  cordial  Closure  with  us,  not  attributing  any  necessity 
imposed  by  us,  farther  than  situation  of  those  plantations  in 
the  heart  of  our  Colony,  and  therein  the  peace  of  posterity  in 
these  parts  of  the  Country,  is  necessarily  included;  and  after 
so  long  liberty  to  present  your  plea,  when  you  have  seen  meet. 
Gentlemen  we  desire  a  full  answer  as  speedily  as  may  be, 
whether  those  lately  imv)owered  accept,  to  govern  according  to 
this  Commission,  if  not,  other  meet  persons  may  by  us  be  im- 
power'd  in  their  Room. 

Thus  desiring  the  Lord  to  unite  our  hearts  &  spirits  in  ways 
well  pleasing  in  his  sight,  which  is  the  prayer  of  your  very  lov- 
ing friends. 

The  council  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut 

Signed  by  their  order  Vjy  me 

John  Ai^lyn,  Secretary.. 


The  Last  Return  of  Neio  Haven  Colony  Committee  in  Answer  to 
their  Former  Letter. 

New  Haven,  yanwary  5""  1664. 
Honored  Gentlemen : 

Whereas  by  yours  dated  December  'iP'  1664,  you  please  to  say 
that  you  did  the  sameas  we,  not  making  any  grievance  known 
to  the  Commissioners  &c,  unto  that  may  be  returned,  that  you 
had  not  the  same  Cause  so  to  do  from  any  pretense  of  injury  by 
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our  intermeddling  wirli  your  Colony  or  Government  interest  ; 
unto  whicli  we  refer  that  passage  for  our  exi)ressing  desire  to 
manage  all  our  matters  in  Consistency  with  the  Confederation, 
we  hope  you  will  not  blame  ui\  however  disonant  or  consonant 
your  actings  to  us  have  been,  at  least  to  the  (Confederates,  t<> 
judge  as  their  records  may  show.  That  Article  which  allows 
two  Colonies  to  Join,  doth  also  witli  others,  assert  the  just- 
ness of  each  Colony,  distinct  rights  until  joined  to  mutual  sat- 
isfaction ;  and  the  provison  made  in  such  case  the  last  session, 
we  gainsay  not,  when  the  union  is  so  Completed,  and  a  new 
Settlement  of  the  Confederation  by  the  respective  general 
Courts  accomplished  ;  their  pathetical  advice  and  Counsel  for 
an  amicable  Union,  we  wish  may  lie  so  attended;  in  order 
whereunto  we  gave  you  notice  of  a  Committee  prepared  to 
treat  with  you  for  such  an  accommodation,  unto  which  you 
gave  us  no  answer,  but  instead  thereof,  send  forth  your  Edict 
from  Authority  upon  us,  before  our  conviction  for  submission 
was  declared  to  you.  The  argument  from  our  intermixed  Sit- 
uation, is  the  same  now  as  it  was  before  <.  ur  Confederating,  and 
even  since,  and  affords  no  more  ground  to  disannul  the  Govern- 
ment than  before,  we  might  marvel  at  your  .strange,  why  we 
should  think  your  success  should  be  debtor  unto  our  silence, 
and  that  because  the  news  of  our  Non-Compliance  was  with  tlie 
Commissioners,  us  if  the  mere  news  of  such  a  thing  contained 
the  Strength  of  all  we  had  to  say  or  plead.  Gentlemen,  we  in- 
treat  you  to  consider  that  there  is  more  in  than  so  yea,  that 
still  we  have  to  alledge  sthing  of  weight  and  know  where  and 
how  if  we  choose,  not  rather. 


A  true  copy  of  his  Majestys  Letter  to  the  Oovernor  and  Assist- 
ants, of  the  Massachusetts,  Plymouth,  New  Baven,  Connecticut 
Colonies  in  New  Bnpland,  foUoweth. 

Charles  R. 

Trusty  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  well,  whereas  we  hav« 
been  given  to  understand  that  our  good  subjects  Thomas 
Chiffinch,  John  Scott,  John  Winthrop,  Daniel  Dinison,  Simon 
Bradstreet,  Thomas  Miller,  Richard  Smith,  Edward  Hutchin- 
son, Amos  Richardson,  John  Alcock,  William  Hudson  and  their 
associates,  having  in  the  right  of  Major  Asherton,  just  pro- 
priety in  the  Narraganset  Country,  in  New  ICngland,  by  grants 
from  the  native  Princes  of  that  Country  and  being  desirous  to 
improve  it  into  an  English  Colony  and  plantation,  to  the  enlarge- 
ing  of  our  empire,  and  the  common  good  of  our  subjects— they 
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are  yet  daily  disturbed,  and  unjustly  molest  d  in  their  posses- 
sion and  laudable  endeavours,  by  certain  unr  asonabl .  and  tur- 
bulent spirits  of  Providence  Colony  of  New  England  aforesaid, 
to  the  great  scandal  of  justice  and  Government,  and  imminent 
discouragement  of  that  hopeful  plantation.  We  havu  tliere- 
fore  thought  fit,  hereby  effectually  to  recommend  the  said  pro- 
prietors to  your  neigliborly  kindness  and  protection.  The  pro- 
j)rietors  to  be  permitted  peaceably  to  improve  their  Colony  and 
plantation  in  New  England,  willing,  you  on  all  occasions  to 
l)e  assisting  against  such  unjust  oppressions  and  molestations; 
that  8o  they  may  be  secured  in  the  full  and  peaceat)le  enjoy- 
ment of  their  said  Country,  according  to  the  right  and  Title 
they  have  to  it.  Wherein  we  will  not  doubt  of  your  kindness 
and  care  ;  and  shall  on  all  good  occasions  express  how  graciously 
we  accept  of  your  Compliance  with  this  our  recommendation — 
and  so  we  bid  you  farewell. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  Whitehall,  the  21"  day  of  June  1663,  in 
the  IS""  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majestys  Command 

Hknry  Bknnktt. 


Endorsed  and  directed  as  followeth  — 

To  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Subjects,  the  Governor  and 
Assistants  of  the  Massachusetts,  Plymouth,  and  New  Haven, 
and  Connecticut  Colonies  in  New  England 

Examined  by  the  original  per  me 

Wm.  Jones,  Sec". 
Nkw  Havkn. 


State  of  Connecticut  ss.  New  Haven,  in  the  County  of  New 
Haven,  October  29'"  A.   D.   1782 

The  within  and  the  foregoing  are  true  Copies  of  Record  of 
the  Ancient  Colony  of  New  Haven. 

Examined,  by  John  Whiting,  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  for 
the  County  of  New  Haven. 


CONNECTICUT   RECORDS.  3G7 


MINUTES    OF   THE  GENERAL  COURT. 

A  genera)  Court  held  at  Hartford  November  14""  168;;  \ty 
fipecia)  order  of  the  (ioveriior. 

The  court  being  met,  the  Governor  informed  the  Court,  that 
lui  thought  it  might  l>e  necessary,  seeing  Colonel  Dongan  was 
entered  into  the  Government  of  New  York,  that  some  gentle- 
men might  be  appointed  to  congratulate  his  safe  arrival,  and 
entrance  into  the  government  of  his  Royal  Highness'  terri- 
tories in  these  parts,  as  also  that  there  seem'd  to  be  a  dis- 
satisfaction taken  by  the  Honorable  Colonel  Dongan  about  the 
settlement  of  the  line  between  his  Majesty's  Colony  of  Connec- 
ticut, and  his  Royal  Highness' Colony  of  New  York  made  by  his 
Honorable  Commissioners,  and  desired  the  court  to  consider 
of  the  Same,  and  give  their  advice  what  was  to  be  done. 

The  Court  having  considered  the  premises,  declared  by  their 
unanimous  Vote,  that  they  judged  it  Convenient  that  a  Com- 
mittee be  chosen  and  impowerd  by  this  Court  to  attend  the 
premises,  as  soon  as  may  be,  according  to  such  commission  and 
instructions  as  they  shall  receive  from  this  Court. 

This  Court  made  choice  of  the  Governor,  Major  Nathan  Gold, 
Captain  John  Allyn  and  Mr.  William  Pitkin,  to  attend  the  ser- 
vice aforesaid. 
To  the  Honorable  Robert  Treat  Esq'  Governor,  Major  Nathan 

Gold,   Capt.    John  Aliyn   Esq'  Assistants,   and   Mr.   William 

Pitkin. 

GbntLiEMKN  The  general  Assembly  of  his  Majesty's  Colony 
of  Connecticut,  at  their  present  Sessions  the  H"*  day  of  Novem- 
ber 1683,  do  hereby  nominate,  Commissionate,  and  fully  im- 
power,  as  also  desire  you  to  take  your  first  opportunity,  to 
travel  to  the  City  of  New  York,  where  you  are  to  visit  the 
Honorable  Thomas  Dongan  Esq',  Governor  of  his  Royal  High- 
ness the  Duke  of  Y'ork,  his  Territories  in  America,  and  to  con- 
gratulate his  Honor's  Safe  arrival  to  New  England  and  his  High- 
ness' Territories;  and  to  manifest  to  him  this  Courts  grateful 
resentment  of  his  Honors  profession,  bv  his  Letters,  of  his  desire 
to  be  in  good  Amitie  with  us,  and  to  assure  his  Honor,  that  we 
shall  study  and  endeavor  as  we  may  by  all  good  ways  and 
means,  to  show  ourselves  as  amicable  and  Servicable  to  his 
Royal  Highness,  and  his  Honor,  as  we  are  capable  of,  and  to 
that  end  we  shall  endeavor  to  remove  all  obstructions,  and  do 
what   is  in    our   Compass   to   settle   and  maintain  a  good  and 
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neighborly  Correspoiideiice  with  liini  for  our  mutual  Advan- 
tage. 

Also,  AVhereas  liis  Honor  hath  been  pleased  in  his  Letters  to 
signify  to  us  that  he  is  not  satisfied  with  the  former  stated 
bounds  between  tliis  Colony  and  his  Royal  Highness"  Terri- 
tories, and  hath  moved  for  a  treaty  Settlement  of  what  is,  or 
may  be,  matter  of  difference  between  his  Highness'  claims  and 
ours,  in  that  respect. 

You.  or  any  three  of  you,  are  hereby  fully  Commissioned  and 
impowered  to  treat  with  his  Honor  thereabout,  or  such  as  he 
shall  please  to  appoint,  and  if  you  shall  see  just  reason  to  vary 
anything  from  the  former  Settlements  of  the  Bounds,  between 
his  Royal  Highness'  Territories  and  this  his  Majesty's  Colony, 
by  his  Majesty  s  Commissioners  thereunto  by  his  Majesty  es- 
pecially appointed,  and  a  committee  from  this  Colony,  farther 
towards  the  East  than  was  agreed  on,  and  hath  since  been  ai>- 
proved  by  his  Majesty. 

You  have  hereby  full  power  and  authority  to  do,  and  agree 
therein  with  the  said  Governor  Dongan,  or  those  he  shall  ap- 
point for  a  final  issue  and  settlement,  according  to  your  be-st 
judgment.  Provided, that  his  Majesty  and  Royal  Highness  mih 
prove  of  and  Confirm  the  same. 


Instructioiif!  for  the  Honorable  Robert  Treat  Esq""  Governor,  the 

Worshipful  Major  Nathan  Gold,  and  Capt.  John  Allyn, 

Assistants,  c6  3Ir.    Wm.  Pitkin. 

Gkntlemkn  :  You  are  take  by  order  of  this  Court  our  Com- 
mission, given  to  yourselves,  to  congratulate  the  Honorable 
Thomas  Dongan,  Governor  of  his  Highness  the  Duke  of  York's 
Territories,  his  safe  arrival  into  these  parts,  and  to  treat  with 
himastherein  mentioned,  as  also  an  attested  Copy  of  the  former 
Settlement  of  our  Westward  bounds  by  his  Majesty's  Commis- 
sioners, with  a  copy  of  Colonel  Nichols'  Commission,  impowt-r- 
ing  him  and  the  other  with  him  thereunto,  and  of  the  Commi.s- 
sion  of  our  Committee  that  Concluded  with  them,  as  also  of  liis 
Majesty's  gracious  Letter  wherein  the  same  was  Confirmed, 
with  what  other  papers  you  may  think  necessary  ;  and  as  soon 
as  God  gives  you  opportunity,  to  go  to  New  York,  and  there  to 
visit  the  Honorable  Governor,  Thomas  Dongan  and  to  salute 
and  congratulate  him  according  to  yom-  Commission,  which 
you  may  show  him,  and  deliver  him  a  Copy  of,  if  you  see  Cause. 

As  to  your  treating  and  concluding  with  him  about  settling 
the  bounds  between  that  Territory  and  this  Colony,  yon  shall 
not  exceed  his  demands  of  twenty  Miles  Eastward  from  Hud- 
sons  River,  but  get  him  to  take  up  witli  as  little  as  may  be. 
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Tou  Jire  to  see  his  power  to  treat  and  conclude,  or  if  that  ap- 
pear not  to  your  satisfaction,  then  you  must  treat  and  conclude 
only  conditionaly,  and  with  this  proviso,  that  his  Majesty  and 
the  Dukes  Highness  shall  please  to  ratify  it. 

As  to  the  rise  of  our  Line  at  Mamaronock,  you  are  to  declare 
there  could  be  no  mistake  between  the  Coinmissoners  aliout 
that,  and  therefore  endeavour  to  hold  that  Bound. 

If  you  grant  any  parts  of  the  Land  within  any  of  the  Town- 
sJiips  of  this  Colony,  you  are  to  endeavour  to  reserve  those 
Lands  to  the  Towns  Propriety,  though  as  to» Jurisdiction  they 
belong  to  his  Highness. 

You  are  to  endeavour  that  the  former  Line  Concluded  on  in 
all  places,  shall  take  place,  unless  it  be  where  it  is  nearer  Hud- 
sons  River,  than  such  a  distance  as  you  can  agree  on. 

You  are  to  remember  all  along,  to  make  his  Honor  sensible 
how  firm  and  legal  the  former  settlement  was,  and  tiiat  our 
varying  from  it,  is  to  oljlige  his  Honor  and  promote  and  per- 
petuate good  correspondence  between  this  his  Majesty's  Col- 
ony, and  his  Royal  Highness'  Territories,  and  the  successive 
(governors  of  them  both. 

A  true  Copy  of  Record  in  the  Secretary's  Office  of  the  State  of 
Connecticu  L. 

Examined  by 

George  Wyllys  Secf*. 


Queries  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade. 

(tKNTLEMEN  : 

My  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  plantations.  Com- 
mand me  to  send  you  the  enclosed  Queries  relating  to  the  Col- 
ony of  Connecticut^  and  to  desire  your  particular  Answers 
thereto,  as  doon  as  may  be. 

I  am 

\  :  i  Alured  Popple. 

1".  What  is  the  situation  of  the  Colony  under  your  Govern- 
ment, the  nature  of  the  Country,  Soil  &  Climate,  The  Latitudes 
and  Longitudes  of  the  most  Considerable  places  in  it.  Have 
those  Latitudes&  Ijongitudesbeen  settled  by  good  observations, 
or  only  by  Common  Compufattous,  and  from  whence  are  the 
Latitudes  Computed. 

What  are  the  reputed  boundaries,  and  are  any  parts  thereof 
disputed.      W^hat  parts,  and  by  "whom. 
•  What  is  the  Constitution  of  the  Government. 

What  is  tlTe  trade  of  the  Colony  the  number  of  Shipir.g; 
their  Tonage,  and  the  number  of  Sea  faring  men,  with  the  re- 
spaoHve.. increase  ot  diminution  within  ten  years  past.  :     -i 


y/d 


<;()NNi:<"i  I'll  r  in;<  :oiu>m, 


Willi  I  i|ti<itil  II  V  ami  r^Mili'  oi  Iti  II  nil  Minuihiii  iuom,  .|<>  i  he  in 
lial*ll  itiil  II  ii.iiii  mill  \    hi.Ki'  Ikhii   Ikihi- 

Wlial  ( Kiiln  liiix  I  !i<' < 'iiloii  s  iiii<l<  I  \<>iii  I  ><iv  I  I  iiiiM'iil  wii  li  nil « 
lori-i^M  |'Im.iiI/iI  HMih,  or  itiiy  |iiti  l  <•!  I.iii<i|>i  In  tinlniH  i  nii  i  Km! 
(•Ill,   Imw  iii  I  IntI   l'i'/i.il<<  nairliMJ  on 

Wlinl  ( 'oiiiiiioilil  iiiM  <lo  llir  |MMi|ilii  iinilt-r  voiii  <  i  ovi  riuiKii  i 
itninl  (o,  or  niccivii  Irom  ^o^l•l^'n   I'liiiiliil  loin 

VVlial  Alxl  lioiih  lii  I'  I  I  III)'  mill  |<>  |ii  <- villi  ill<>Mi  I  I  iitili  ,  mill  ii.i  •< 
l.iiii   hliJim   nil  rrl  nil  I 

Wllii.l  III  I  I K'  nil  I  «i  I  II I  |ii  oilin  ■  1)1  I  In  (  oiinl  I  V  ,  Ml  a,|)ln  <  oiiiino 
ilil.i^lt  li.nil  l\l  II II  iiliK' I  II I  I'l  iiimI  wIiiiI  \iilin'  llirri'ol  in  i^l<^iliii;' 
MoiH\V   lliay   yon  niininiliv    i   S|ii>il 

Willi  I,  iiiintih  an-  I  Inni' 

Wlial  Im  I  lir  iiiiiiilinr  ol  inliii.liilii.iil  It.  Win  I  •' <  iiikI  ItliirKit  an 
Uif  liilialillanltt  IimmiwiikmI  or  ili'irrai  id  willnn  Mm  IiimI  l<n 
ytiiiiH  liow  innr.li  ami  lor  svlial    inahonn 

Wliitl   III  I  lir  iiiniiliri  ol'  lliii    MillliM.. 

Wliiil  I''oi'Im  a,iiil  |ilanit  ol'  <I<*I<<iimi-  am  uilliin  your  <  •  ov  iin 
niriil.   iinil    In    uliiil    <:<>nillllon 

Wliii.l    nil  III  I II' I  ol    I  ml  III  ni'.  Ini  \ )'  son  (i.nil  liow  ai  i-  I  lii\v  iniliiii'il 

Wliiil.  Ill  (Im  Hlii'iir.lli  ol   llin  III  ikIiIioiiiiii({  liKJlaiiii 

Wlial  IM  llii'  Mir  nc.lli  "I  I  li<'  n<  if.li  Ihhi  i  m^  I'ln  i  •  •!  m  iiini  I'li-mli 
or  H|ianiai  ill'. 

Wlial  rlli'i'l  liiivi  I  III'  I'l  I'iK'li  iir  Hpiiniili  iinllli-MiriilK  on  tin 
('onllni'iil  ol  Anii'iM'ii  ii|ion  lil.  Ma|olt|^  n  I  Mjim  I  a,l  ioiih,  ii'.|ii'i'i 
a.ll  \    on  \>>u  I    <  'olon  \  . 

Wlial  III  llll^  ii'vi'iiim  arlnlnj.'.  wlllilii  yom  <  J  o\  ^^rn  iinii  I  ,  iiml 
how  IM  II   ii.|t|ii  o|irial  I'll 

Wllitl  ain  llm  oriliniir\  iiinl  i^  x  I  i  aoi  i|  iiwi.i  \  nx  |>niiiii'ii  ol  >o|ii 
i  lloVtM'll  llli'lll 

Wlial  an-  llii^  nMlii.lillhliiiioiili>  ( 'l\  II  ami  Mllllary,  wlllilii  \oiir 
(Jovnriiim  III  ,  ami  liy  what  ii.n  llioi  1 1  \  ito  I  lin  <  >ni<i<irH  liolil  l.ln  n 
|»laroM 

II.  Ih  iIi-mIii'iI  (lull  an  .\iiniliil  ii'liiin  m/i\  Itr  iiiiiiN^  lo  I  lior'i' 
(.^iirrlrM,  llial  llm  Hoa.ril  iiia\  Irom  liim-  lo  limr,  Im  a|i|irih<<il  o| 
liiiy  all<Mii.l  loiiti  l.lial  may  lia|>|Hiii  in  lln^  4  irimiiiNlaiiroH  ol  out 
4  Jovnrnmriil . 


'/'//(    Ansiiui  nf  I  'uiiiii  I  liriif. 

lUdf/  H  />/iiisr  1/inir  Lmilshifis: 

Wi'    liavK    foiM^lvKil  yoiii'    t.,»niirii'n    lo  liin   MajrMly  fi   (oloiiy  <ir 
< 'oiini'i'l  Iriil ,  ami    In  aniwii     1  Ik'HIJii  I  o,    vm    inlorm  soiii     l.oiil 
Hhl|iM  an  I'ollowrl  li 

'I'lii'    «'oli>n\    ol    < 'oniinl  ii-iii,    m    nlimilr    mion    I  lin>r  |  >ii  nnpal 
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Rivers,  viz,  Connecticut  River,  Stratford  and  Quinabange 
Rivers,  and  on  the  Sound  Southwards  towards  Long  Island  ;  in 
some  places  our  Lands  are  Intervale  or  Meadow,  upon  the 
Rivers  and  by  the  Sound  ;  the  soil  is  fruitful,  but  the  far 
greater  part  of  the  land  in  t^ie  Colony  is  Mountainous,  rocky, 
and  more  liarreii.  The  climate  is  very  cold  in  the  Winter,  and 
very  hot  in  the  summer,the  weather  often  and  suddenly  (yluing- 
ing.  The  Colony  lieth  bt^t ween  forty  one  and  forty  two  degrees 
of  North  Latitude,  and  in  Ijongitude,  about  seventy  degrees 
west  from  London.  The  Jjutitude  has  been  found  by  repeated 
and  Careful  observations. 

The  repeated  an<l  known  Boundaries  are,  the  Massachusetts 
on  the  North,  Rhode  Island  Colony  on  the  East,  Long  Island 
and  Sound  on  the  St>uth,  and  the  New  York  Province  on  the 
West ;  no  points  thereof  are  disputed,  but  all  settled  and  ascer- 
tained, except  Some  ])art  of  the  dividing  Line  betwixt  this 
Colony  and  New  York. 

As  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Government,  the  I^egislature  is 
by  our  Royal  Charter  granted  by  King  Charles  the  second  of 
blessed  Memory,  lodged  in  the  General  Court,  consisting  of  a 
Governor,  or  n\  his  absence  a  deputy  Governor,  twelve  Assist- 
ants a  n<l  one  or  two  deputies  from  every  Town  ;  the  <jrovernor, 
deputy  Governor,  and  assistants,  are  annually  chosen  by  tlie 
Major  j)art  of  the  Freeman  of  the  Colon}',  and  the  Deputies  by 
the  Freeman  in  ea,ch  Town;  wtiich  (Jourt  or  assembly  are  di- 
vi<led  into  two  Houses,  the  upper  House  consisting  of  the  Gov- 
ernor or  in  his  absence,  the  deputy  Governor,  and  six  assistants 
at  least  ;  and  the  lower  House  of  tbe  Deputies  (Without  the 
consent  of  the  Major  part  of  each  House  no  act  is  passed)  Who 
make  Laws,  institute  judicatures,  appoint  judges  and  necessary 
Officers,  and  cause  them  to  be  sworn  ;  grant  Lands,  make  or- 
ders and  institutions  as  the  necessity  of  the  Government  re- 
quires, which  assembly  meet  twice  in  the  year,  and  in  the 
vacancies,  the  Governor  and  Assistants  manage  the  contingent 
Affairs. 

The  trade  of  the  (Colony  is  but  small.  Horses  and  Lumber  arc 
exported  from  hence  to  the  West  Indies,  for  which  we  receive 
in  exchange.  Sugar,  Salt,  Molasses  and  Rum;  what  provisions 
we  can  spare,  and  some  small  quantity  of  Tar  and  Turpentine, 
are  sent  to  Boston  and  New  York  and  Rhode  Island,  for  whicJi 
we  receive  European  goods,  the  number  of  our  shiping  and 
this  Tonage,  is  as  followeth  : 

'J'ons 

Hartford,  David  Williams  Master.  Sloop  Mary 60 

(xreenwich.  Sloop  Sarah  »fc  Abigail,  Henry  Jones  ....  30 
Guilford,  Sloop  Mary 12 
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Now  London,  Briganteen  London       60 

Norwich,  Sluo])  Olive  Branch 25 

Milford,  Sloop  Tryall 40 

New  Haven,  Schooner  EiizaV)eth  &  Mary 50 

Saybrook,  Sloop  Lucy       35 

Killingswortli  Sloop        10 

Norwich,  Sloop  Mary 20 

Hartford,  Sloop  Rebecca 40 

New  Haven,  Sloop  Hunibird 20 

Norwich,  Sloop  Martha  &  Elizabeth 40 

Haddani,    Slooj)  Riinger ;>0 

New  London,  Briganteen  Dolphin 80 

Guilford,  Sloop  Tryal 20 

Middletown,  Sloop  ]jark 45 

Norwich,  Sloop  Succel5^s 40 

Hartford,  Sloop  Hanishire 18 

New  London,  Sloop  Jjydia  &  Mary 25 

Branford,  Sloop  Dolphin     ;i3 

New  Haven,  Sloop  Mary  &  Mercy :>0 

Hartford,  Sloop  Tryal 35 

New  Haven,  Schooner  Tryal 30 

Milford,  Sloop  Swallow 30 

Norwalk,  Sloop  Tryal 25 

Guilford,  Sloop  Swan 25 

Middletown,  Brigantine  Allen 60 

Guilford,  Sloop  Mary 30 

Killingsworth,  Sloop  Tryal 20 

New  Haven,  Sloo])  Tryal 35 

Weathersfield,  Sloo})  Thankful  &  Ann 18 

Greenwich,  Sloop  Elizabeth 30 

Stratford,  Sloop  Endeavour 30 

Fairfield,  Sloop 20 

New  London,  Sloop  Dolphin 15 

Stratford,  Sloop  Endeavour 30 

New  ]jondon.  Sloop  Michael 12 

Lyme,  Sloop  Three  Brothers 30 

Stratford,  Sloop  Dolphin 12 

Saj^brook,  Sloop  North 25 

Saybrook,  Sloop  Joseph  &  Mary 30 

Forty  two  sail  of  Vessels,  which  stand  in  the  Same  order  as 
they  do  in  the  Collectors  Register  Book. 

Our  Seafaring  men  are  only  what  are  necessary  to  manage 
the  Shiping  aforesaid,  there  hath  been  no  Sensible  addition 
or  diminuTif>n  for  ten  years  last  past,  only,  that  we  have  built 
considerable  more  the  ten  years  last  past  than  heretofore,  the 
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most  of  Said  Shiping,  So  lately  built,  have  been  Sold  at  the 
Province  of  Boiston,  West  Indies,  and  to  his  Majesty's  Subjects 
of  Great  Britain,  Bristol  &c. 

Our  iuhal)itants  take  annually  all  sorts  of  Woollen  Cloth, 
Silks,  Glass,  Nails,  Sythes,  Pewter,  Brass,  and  Fire-Arins,  of 
the  British  Manufacturers,  but  we  cant  ascertain  your  Lord- 
ships tile  quantity. 

Tlio  trade  which  the  Colony  hath  with  any  Foreign  Planta- 
tions, is  only  as  before  mentioned,  and  with  no  parts  of  Europe 
excepting  only  a  few  voyages  to  Ireland  with  timber,  and  some 
few  (one  or  two),  that  have  been  built  here  of  late,  made  their 
Voyage  to  Bristol,  there  Sold  Ship  and  Cargo,  and  brought 
their  returns  hither. 

The  methods  used  to  prevent  illegal  Trade,  are  the  measures 
taken  by  the  Collectors  placed  at  New  Ijondon,  and  his  deputy 
at  Fairfield,  where  are  also  Naval  Officers  under  the  Strictest 
regulations,  which  do  at  present  prove  effectual ;  but  there  be- 
ing many  other  Convenient  Harbours  along  the  sound,  many  of 
which  were  allowed  to  be  free  Ports,  will  render  it  difficult,  had 
we  any  Considerable  trade,  and  now  is  a  great  liardship,  and 
an  obstruction  to  the  little  trade  that  we  have,  all  being 
obliged  to  put  in  at  New  London  to  enter,  and  clear,  whereby 
some  winds  and  much  time  is  lost. 

The  Produce  of  the  <'ountry  is  Timber,  Boards,  and  all  sorts 
of  English  grain,  Indian  Corn,  Hemp,  and  Flax,  Sheep,  (Jattle, 
Swine,  Horse  Kind  &  Goats,  and  Tobacco.  Our  Manuiactu- 
ries  are  inconsiderable,  our  people  being  generally  employed 
in  tilling  the  Earth,  Some  few  are  employed  in  Taning  &  Shoe- 
making  and  other  handicrafts  others  in  Building  Joiner  Work, 
Taylors,  Smiths,  without  which  we  Could  not  Subsist. 

There  are  Some  Copper  Mines  found  among  us,  which  have 
not  yet  been  very  profitable  to  the  undertakers.  Iron  Otw 
hath  been  found  in  Sundry  places  and  improvedto  good  advant- 
age. 

The  number  of  our  inhabitants  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages  are 
computed  to  be  88000,  and  about  700  Indians  and  Negroes. 

The  inhabitants  are  much  increased  within  this  ten  years  last 
past,  the  reasons  are,  firstly,  the  Country  is  new  and  large, 
secondly,  the  intestate  Estates  are,  or  have  been  divided  among 
all  theirChildren, which  encourageslhemwhilein  their  Fathers 
family,  to  join  their  united  Strength  to  clear  and  subdue 
the  Earth,  and  thereby  make  room  for  their  own  settlement 
when  they  Come  of  ase.  But  the  consumate  and  principal 
reason  is,  the  blessing  of  the  Almighty  on  the  fruit  of  our 
bodies  and  the  fruit  of  our  Land. 

The  number  of  the  Militia,  according  to  list  or  Muster  RoUs 
18— Voi.  XVIIL 
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of  the  train  bands,  which  consist  of  all  from  Sixteen  to  fifty- 
five  years  of  age,  is  8500. 

In  time  of  War  we  have  always  liad  sundry  Forts  on  our 
Frontiers,  to  Cover  us  from  the  insults  of  the  French  a'id  In- 
dians, which  yet  have  never  been  of  any  great  service  to  us,  the 
enemy  Coming  in  Small  parties,  Surprise  our  people  Suddenly, 
and  then  flee  into  the  adjacent  woods.  We  have  had  a  Fort 
at  New  London  long  since,  and  several  pieces  of  Cannon,  but 
are  now  building  a  New  Fort  where  are  already  mounted  four 
Cannons  to  Secure  that  Post,  and  in  a  short  time  intend  diverse 
more  shall  be  there  mounted. 

The  number  of  Indians  amongst  us  are  about  IGOO,  of  both 
sexes  and  all  Ages,  they  are  inclined  to  hunting,  idleness,  and 
excessive  drinking.  Some  of  their  youth  are  now  in  a  school  at 
Mohegan,  set  up  and  maintained  by  the  English  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  tney  give  good  Evidence  of  their  docability. 

The  Five  Nations  of  Indians  as  they  are  called  live  about  250 
miles  Westward  from  us,  the  French  Indians  that  live  at  Can- 
ada and  the  Eastern  Indians  which  live  about  250  Miles  North 
East  us,  are  our  only  neighbouring  Indians  and  their  strength 
is  unknown  to  us. 

The  Spaniards  have  not  Settled  in  North  America  to  the  East- 
ward of  Cape  Florida  as  we  know  of,  which  is  very  distant 
from  us.  The  French  at  Canada  about  400  Miles  North  from 
us  and  of  Considerable  Strength. 

The  Spaniards  in  South  America  have  of  late  years,  taken 
some  vessels  from  this,  and  sundry  from  neighbouring  Govern- 
ments. The  French  at  Canada,  have  been  very  troublesome  to 
this,  and  to  the  neighbouring  Governments;  Always  encour- 
aging the  Indians  against  the  English,  supplying  them  with 
arms  &  ammunition,  and  joining  with  them  in  making  inroads 
ii»  time  of  War,  they  are  of  Considerable  strength,  and  since 
they  are  settled  on  the  River  St.  Lawrence,  and  on  Mississippi 
to  the  north  of  it,  boasting  in  time  they  will  drive  us  all  into 
the  Sea. 

The  annual  Revenues  arising  on  Rates  &  Duties  is  about  £4000 
in  our  paper  Currency,  of  which  about  £1000  is  yearly  laid  out 
in  maintaining  Free  schools  for  tiie  education  of  our  Children, 
the  remainder  is  for  the  support  of  his  Majest3''s  Government 
here,  and  to  sink  a  heavy  debt  we  Contracted  in  the  War,  and 
our  Expedition  against  Canada  and  Annapolis  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Anne. 

Our  Civil  establishments  are  lirst,  a  superior  Court,  consist- 
ing of  one  chief  Judge,  &  four  Judges ;  this  Court  sits  twice  in 
the  year  in  each  County,  tries  all  Crimes,  and  Misdemeanors 
&  Civil  actions  that  come  to  them  by  appeals  from  the  inferior 
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Courts ;  Secondly,  an  inferior  Court  in  each  County,  consisting, 
of  one  chief  Judge  and  three  or  more  Justices  of  the  Quorum 
these  Courts  have  their  quarter  sessions  for  the  trial  of  delin- 
quents and  Civil  Actions  ;  thirdly,  in  most  of  our  Towns  ^  one 
or  more  Justice  of  the  Peace,  for  the  Conservation  of  tl  e 
Peace,  and  trial  of  Small  Cases. 
The  Militia  is  divided  into  five  Regiments,  as  many  as  there 

to  eaTof '  r  ;■  "p"^  ''''  '''''''  ^«^^^^  ^«  -'  P— ^-  Maio, 
Officer  '•  ^^^""«"*«  belongs  a   Troop,  the  superioi' 

Li^uten^r   ^PPO'nted    by  the  general   Court,  the    Captains, 

by  the  genera    Court,  and  all  Commissioned  by  the  Governor 
m  the  name  of  our  Lord  the  King 

and'pt^t^atL'"'"'^'''^'  ''^  "^^^'^  ^^"^"^^-^^^ 

^^Signed  per  Order  of  his  Honor  the  Governor,  and  the  Assem- 

Hez.  Wyllys,  Secret arrj. 

Sfl.'Tn^"*^^!^""'   ^^''"^'^   "'  *^^  Secretary's  Office  of  the 
btate  of  Connecticut. 

Examined,  by  Geo.  WYLiiYS.  Sec'. 

In  full  Testmony  oi  the  truth  of  the  two  Several  Copies  (bv 

oTthe  State  L;^r^^'  "?•  ^^^^^^'^^'^  ^^  ^^^  ««"•  ^^^  P^^'ie  S^ 
of  the  State  of  Connecticut  is  hereunto  affixed,  this  18'"  dav  of 
November,  Anno  Domini,  17S2.  ■ 

George  Wyllys,  Secretanj. 
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NEW  NETHERLANDS 


IN   CONNECTION    WITH   THE 


Boundaries  of  Connecticut. 
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TRANSLATION  OF  DUTCH  RECORDS  OF  NEW  NETHER- 
LANDS NOW  STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 


BooTi  A. — a  prohibition  by  order  of  Governm'  without  Ltiave 
to  trade  with  thear  Hous  the  Hope  "By  order  of  Ciovernouran 
"Council— Every  one  is  warned  by  this  proclamation  that  nt> 
"man  presume  to  sail  with  Schuyts  or  other  vessels  to  our  Fort 
"the  Hope,  without  an  order  from  the  Governour,  or  to  come 
"froiu  thence  without  a  proper  Certificat  from  the  Companies 
"Commissary  there  residing,  In  failure  whereof  such  vessel  & 
"  Cargo  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  Company  and  the  owner  sub- 
"jeet  to  pay  such  fines  as  according  to  the  Crime  shall  be  laid 
"on  him.     fort  Amsterdam  31  Marcb  1639. 

1641,  6  June.  The  Governour  and  C^ouncel  hearing  the  man- 
ifold Insolance  of  the  English  on  Fresh  Water  River,  by  Vio- 
lence possessing  their  Land  which  they  had  purchased  of  the 
natives,  first  settled  and  fortified,  disturbing  their  subjects, 
spoiling  their  Improvement,  ruin  their  Gare  &  kill  their  Cat- 
tle, came  to  the  following  Resolution  "This  being  by  usconsid- 
"ered  how  such  proceedings  tend  to  the  dishonour  and  little  es- 
"teem  of  the  Supream  power,  and  the  Hon'''^  West  India  Coni- 
*'  pany  whose  just  Right  and  authority  we  are  to  mantain  :  Have 
"concluded  and  are  determined  to  send  Mr.  Johannes  La  Mon- 
"tage  one  of  the  Councel  of  New  Netherland  with  50  Soldiers 
"&  some  sloops  to  establish  and  fix  our  House  the  Hope,  That 
"those  Hostilities  so  wickedly  put  in  practice  by  the  English  be 
"not  repeated,  and  our  Just  Right  in  those  our  Territories  are 
"better  mantained. 

1642  April  3.  The  Governour  and  Councel  complain  that 
whilst  they  had  purchased  their  Ground  on  and  in  Fresh  Water 
River  in  the  year  1633,  paid  for  it  and  possest  it  ever  since  long 
before  any  Christians  were  acquainted  with  that  River;  That 
the  English  notwithstanding  our  continual  protestations  have 
encroached  our  Territories,  abuse  and  evil  treat  our  people, 
using  them  barbarous,  ruin  and  defeat  all  their  Improvement 
&  drive  them  from  our  Land,  and  have  usurped  part  of  our 
Land  into  their  pretended  Township  call''  Hartford.  "So  it  is 
"our  special  Command  that  no  inhabitant  of  New  Netherland 
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"presume  to  buy  any  provisions  raised  on  our  freshwater 
"River,  or  near  our  fort  Hope,  direct  nor  indirect  out  of  the 
"2''  or  3'*  Hand,  all  on  pain  of  arbitrary  Correction,  except  they 
"produce  the  Raisor  of  such  provisions.  And  all  tliose  that 
offer  to  sell  provisions  shall  be  purged  by  oath,  where  their 
provisions  are  raised,  when  they  shall  obtain  proper  certifi- 
cates, of  this  every  Inhabitant  is  advised.  Proclaini*^  in  Fort 
Amsterdam.  On  the  10'''  July"  1043, appeared  before  us  the  Gov- 
"ernor  and  Councel  of  New  Netherland  Messr^  Weyting  and 
"Heer,  deputed  by  the  Governour  and  Councel  of  Hartford, 
"situated  on  fresh  water  River  of  New  Netherland,  authorized 
"by  Credentals  which  set  forth  that  they  were  qualified  to 
"treat  with  us  about  the  dispute  of  the  possession  of  a  certain 
"piece  of  Land  on  said  River  the  which  they  claime  desiring- 
"the  peaceable  enjoyment  thereof,  Wbereon  we  answered  that 
"the  said  Land  was  purchased  by  us  1033  and  paid  for  to  the 
"  Right  owners  as  appears  by  their  Indian  Deed  &  bargain  of 
"sale  in  virtue  whereof  we  have  taken  possession  thereof  in  the 
"same  year,  built  a  fort  and  supplied  it  with  Ammunition  &  a 
"proper  Garrison  before  any  other  Christian  people  ever  knew 
"or  entered  this  River  as  we  shew'd  them  with  severell  original 
"proofs,  and  indisputable  Rights.  Desiring  of  the  said  Depu- 
"ties  that  we  may  possess  our  own  lawfull  premises  in  peace,  & 
"manure  them  to  our  liking:  or  that  they  acknowledge  the 
"  H  :  &  M.  States  Gen'  &  his  Highnes  the  Prince  of  Orange  for 
"their  Sover?ins.  And  ])ay  the  Rates  and  Taxes  for  the  jjosses- 
"sion  of  saiel  Land.  The  which  the  Deputies  have  provisional 
"accepted  and  desired  some  time  to  Communicate  such  to  their 
"Gov  &  Councel,  which  was  granted  them,  giving  the  propo- 
"sals  in  writing,  in  Latin,  dated  as  above." 


/rt  J5ooA:  i?.—"  Whilst  David  Provoost  Commissary  on  Fresh 
"  water  River  in  New  Netherland  is  come  to  crave  his  dismishon, 
"and  reports  that  the  House  Hope  in  that  Quarter  wonts  to 
"be  repaired,  and  better  provision  for  its  Continuance  then 
"hitherto  was  made  the  more  as  that  house  Hope  first  &  man- 
"tained  is  one  of  the  Northermost  Limits  of  New  Netherland, 
"for  in  Case  the  said  House  which  in  some  degree  is  a  Charge 
"to  the  Governm' shonl  1  ba  abandoned  the  English  who  have 
"already  usurped  our  purchased  soil,  would  soon  make  them- 
"selves  Master  of  s'  River,  and  thus  our  fronttei-s  fall  in  their 
"hands  which  would  l)e  degrading  our  Soverens  and  depriv- 
"ingthe  Ho.  West  India  Comp*  of  their  Just  Right.  So  it  is 
"after  mature  Consideration  resolved  and  determined  to  man- 
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"tain  the  House  Hope  for  the  Honour  of  their  H.  M.  &  the 
"Lords  Majors  and  thus  to  appoint  a  fit  person  for  a  Commis- 
"sary  in  Room  of  the  former.  Thys  done  &  concluded  in  Coun- 
"cel  at  fort  Amsterdam  in  New  Netherland  the  0""  June  Anno 
"1647, 


In  the  Book  of  Letters  from  W.  India  Company  to  the  Gover- 
nour  inNew  Netherland  mark  Q  a  letter  dated  Amsterdam  lo"* 
April  IG.jO  where  they  mention  to  have  receiv"*  the  Letter  from 
the  Government  of  Boston  to  Governour  Stuyvezand  of  the  G'*" 
August  1649,  and  Governour  Stuyvezand,  answer  there  on  2'' 
September  following,  the  one  and  tiie  other  are  taken  oxit  of 
the  book  B  since  the  last  liefe  is  dated  2*  August  and  above  10 
Leafs  are  tore  out.  In  this  Letter  the  Company  write  very 
pressing  to  settle  the  Limits  with  New  England  in  Consequence 
whereof  it  seems  thai  Settlement  of  the  Limits  with  Hartford, 
Connetticut,  New  Haven  &  the  Commissioners  in  the  year  1650 
is  made,  but  the  Treaty  itself  no  where  to  be  found  although 
often  mentioned. 


In  Book  Q  to.  161  &  162.— An  English  Letter  from  tlie  Gov- 
erning of  Massachusetts  to  our  Governour.  Much  Honored  Sir — 
We  received  yours  of  the  27""  October  1659,  in  answer  to  a  let- 
ter of  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  Colonies  dated  Septem- 
))er  the  7"'  1659  wherein  we  confess  you  have  gratified  us  in 
letting  us  know  your  mind  though  your  Resolutions  and  the 
Reasons  thereof  be  no  matter  of  satisfaction  to  us,  we  have 
therefor  thought  it  necessary  by  this  our  Letter,  as  also  by 
our  Hon''  and  well  beloved  Major  William  Hawthorne  and  Mr. 
John  Richards  (to  whom  we  desire  you  to  give  Credit)  to  let 
you  understand  our  clear  and  honest  Intentions  in  the  Busi- 
ness, to  stop  vour  Admiration  and  demonstrate  the  Equity  of 
the  motion  of  the  Honoured  Commissioners  on  our  behalf— The 
patent  granted  to  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusets  by  the  late 
King  Charles  begins  on  the  South  part,  three  miles  to  the 
Southward  of  Charles  River,  or  Massachusets  Bay  which  lyeth 
in  the  northerly  Lattitude  of  42:20'  And  upon  an  East  and 
West  line  is  to  extend  through  the  main  Land  of  America  from 
Sea  to  Sea;  and  we  are  very  well  assured  that  some  part  of 
Hudsons  River  (a  name  well  known  to  the  English  before  the 
arrival  of  any  Dutch  in  those  parts)  lyeth  to  the  Northward  of 
the  said  Jjattitride  and  is  within  our  patent  granted  and  pos- 
sessed by  us  al)out  thirty  two  years  and  although  the  Dutch 
may  have  intruded  within  the  said  Jyimits,  and  we  by  Reason 
of  our  Remoteness  to  the  said  Hudsons  River,  and  opportunity 
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of  planting  together  whilst  our  number  were  fewer  have  made 
no  use  of  our  Right  there :  Yet  bemg  now  increased  and  wont- 
ing convenient  places  to  settle  our  people  we  conceive  no  Rea- 
son can  be  imagined  why  we  should  not  improve  and  make  use 
of  our  Just  Rights,  in  all  the  Lands  granted  us,  esijeciallj'  those 
upon  Hudsons  River  not  being  actually  possessed  by  your  na- 
tion, which  is  the  only  thing  tliat  at  present  we  intend;  and 
you  may  rest  assured  that  your  premitting  a  passage  up  tlie 
said  River  shall  no  ways  be  improved  by  us  to  prejudice  your 
Right  upon  the  said  River,  or  that  your  Amicable  Compliance 
with  us  should  be  requited  by  Treacherous  or  Unworthy  at- 
tempts from  us.  Sir  you  cannot  be  ignorant  that  the  Rhine, 
the  Elb  with  many  other  Rivers  pass  through  the  Territories 
of  Divers  Princes,  yet  aflford  passage  to  all  in  Amity;  neither 
can  it  be  more  lawf  uU  for  our  party  to  denye  a  passage  meerly 
for  profit  sake,  than  for  another  to  open  it  for  the  same  End  ; 
and  should  our  enjoying  our  Right  be  some  damage  to  your 
trade  and  profit,  we  would  suppose  that  argument  so  unbecom- 
ing the  professors  of  Christianity  that  those  that  do  but  pi  e- 
tend  to  common  Justice  and  Honesty  could  never  allege  it 
seriously  without  blushing.  We  have  prohibited  all  forreiners 
to  trade  with  the  natives  in  our  Jurisdiction  and  cannot  denie 
yon  the  like  liberty,  but  will  not  therefor  yield  to  be  debarred 
from  trading  with  our  own  Indians,  though  living  near  you. 
and  possibly  to  the  Hindrance  of  your  Trade,  neither  do  we 
expect  or  desire  that  you  should  be  denied  the  like  Liberty. 
We  have  understood  the  Capacity  wherein  you  stand,  and  have 
therefor  made  our  Addresses  to  you,  as  our  Neighbours,  not 
judging  it  necessary  to  apply  ourselves  to  the  Lords  States,  or 
West  India  Company,  yourselves  being  by  them  substituted  to 
do  Justice,  and  consequently  to  us  in  our  clear  and  undenyable 
Rights  and  in  our  reasonable  and  amicable  Desires  of  passage 
for  the  more  easy  Improvement  of  our  Rights,  the  denial 
whereof  will  much  more  eudangour  your  Hon"  &c  then  your 
amicable  Compliance  with  us  can  render  you  obnoxious  to  your 
superiors.  The  Contract  made  at  Hartford,  as  the  Commis- 
sioners have  truly  aledged  was  between  the  Colonies  of  Connet- 
ticut  and  New-Haveti  and  yourselves.  The  Massachusetts  not 
being  concerned  therein  as  yon  very  well  understood,  Their 
Commissioners  being  Arbitrators  which  you  would  have  ob- 
jected against,  had  they  been  parties,  bat  were  it  as  you  say, 
yet  it  doth  not  prejudice  the  |:>'"esent  Claim  of  the  Massachu- 
sets  upon  Hudsons  River  because  that  agreement  of  not  coming 
nearer  Hudsons  River  then  ten  miles  is  expressly  limited  to  ex- 
tend no  farther  then  20  miles  from  the  Sea  to  which  we  never 
pretended  a  Title  as  not  being  within  our  Liimitts  of  42  :  20 :  Yet 
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those  parts  upon    Hudsons   Ri%"er   that  are   in  the  Lattitude 
aforesaid,  and   more  then  20  miles  from  the  Sea  are  Jyable  to 
our  Claim,  Notwithstanding    the   aforesaid   Contract.     After 
our  due  Respects  presented  remain  Sir  your  affectionately  lov- 
ing friends  and  neighbours  Edward  Rawson  Secret^  In  name, 
and  by  order  of  the  Gen'  Court  of  the   Massachusets.     Boston 
12"'  Novem""  1659.  which  Letter  is  translated  in  Dutch  fo.  1G3.  to 
105.  and  answered  in  Dutch,  from  1(J7    to  fo.  173.  the  which  be- 
ing translated  is  as  followeth  ;  Right  Esteemed  AVorthy  Lords, 
and  beloved  neighbours,  We  had  expected  that  our  former  ad- 
vises of  29""  October  last  year  in  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Com- 
missioner from  Hartford  on  (Connecticut  dispatcht  to  Gover- 
nour  Endicut  would  have  given  sufficient  advise  &  contentment 
to   himself,  to  you,  and   to  every  one  concerned,  how  we    by 
our  Oaths  Honour  and  express   Command  were   limitted    to 
allow  no  Right,  Title,  Trade  or  a  Passage  on  this  their  undis- 
putable  North  River,  but  to  true  faithfull  and  Sworn  Subjects 
&  Inhabitants  of  this  their  Province  of  New  Netherland.     But 
as   our  former  advices   gave  them   no  satisfaction  so  that  in 
their  latest  advises  1298  by  their  Commissioners  Major  Haw- 
thorne &  M"^  John  Richards  they  made  new  proposals,  &  presist- 
ing  on  new  terms,  we  shall  answer  them  in  the  clearest  man- 
ner, as  short  as  is  possible.     In  the  first  place  you  say  "The  pat- 
'•ent   granted  to  tlie   Colony  of  the  Massachusets  by  the  late 
"King  Charles,  begins  on  the   South   part  three  miles  to  the 
"Sward  of  Charles  River  or  Massachusets  Bay,  which  lyeth  in 
"the  northerly  Lattitude  of  42*^  20"°  And  upon  an  East  and  West 
"  Line  is  to  extend  quite  through  the  main  land   of  America 
"(on  a  straight  line)  from   Sea  to  Sea.     On  which  we  answer 
That  such  a  patent  regular  obtained,  doth  not  deprive  their 
High  Mightinesses  the  States  General  of  the  United  Provinces 
of  their  power  to  give  Licence  to  their  good  and  faithfull  sub- 
jects  the  Lords   Directors  of  the  West  India  Company  which 
was  granted  to   them  before  the   pretended   patent  of  their 
King  before  mentioned  ;  and  tlius  the  patent  of  that  unhappy 
King  can  not  prejudice  the  more  early  possession  of  neighbour- 
ing friends   and  allies,  you  have  omitted  or  studiously  evaded 
the  Date  of  your  patent;  it  is  evident  by  Historians  English  & 
Dutch,  tliat  that  unhappy  King  succeeded  his  father  1625.     The 
nrinted  Histories   Proofs  &   Journells  Letters  and  memorials 
irom  new  Netherland  make  it  appear  that  this  North  River  of 
New  Netherland  was  first  discovered  on  the  Charge  of  the  Neth- 
erlanders  in  the  year  1609  by  Hendrik  Hudson  Commanderand 
merchant   on  the   Jagt  de  Halve  Moon,  employed  b^' the  East 
India  Company,  and  on    Report  of  said   Hudson,  some  Mer- 
chants in  Amsterdam  sent  another  ship  on  tlie  same  River  1610, 
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who  obtained  Commission  and  Licence  from  their  High  Might- 
inesses after  that,  to  navigate  tliat  River  for  whose  protection 
they  built  tliem  a  small  fort  in  the  year  1615,  whence  an  Island 
near  fort  Orange  or  Albany  still  retains  the  name  of  Castle-Is- 
land, and  whereof  the  Ruins  may  yet  be  seen,  the  which  by  high 
floods,  and  the  Setting  of  the  Ice  much  impaired,  is  at  length 
neglected  ;  and  lastly  iSew  Netherland  and  of  Consequence  also 
the  North  River  as  part  thereof  by  Octroy  or  Priveledged  Li- 
cence from  their  H  :  M  :  the  States  General  granted  to  the  Ho : 
West  India  Company,  who  in  the  year  1623  (3  years  Before  K. 
Charles  came  to  the  Crown,  and  perhaps  more  yet  before  the 
granting  of  the  Massachusets  Patent)  were  in  actual  possession 
of  the  said  North  River,  which  they  had  planted  with  Colonies, 
and  for  the  better  securing  their  Right  built  a  fort  at  New 
Amsterdam  on  the  mouth,  and  on  the  upper  part  another  fort 
called  it  fort  Orangie.  You  say  farther ;  "we  are  very  wellas- 
"sured  that  some  part  of  Hudsons  River  (a  name  well  known  to 
"the  English)  before  the  arrival  of  any  Dutch  in  those  parts, 
"lyethtothe  Northward  of  the  said  Lattitudeandis  within  our 
'•patent  granted,  and  possessed  by  us  about  32  years.  We  have 
"already  said  and  can  prove  Ihat  the  North  River  though  by 
the  English  called  Hudsons  after  the  first  discoverer,  was  by 
him  first  discovereil  in  the  Service  of  the  East  India  Company, 
and  so  first  found  out  and  discovered  by  the  Hollanders  V>efore 
any  English  Shipping  been  in  these  parts,  and  been  in  posses- 
sion although  by  particular  i)ersons  yet  by  Licence  priveledged 
by  their  H  :  M  :  not  only  32  but  above  50  years,  and  now  above 
37  vears  in  Hands  of  the  West  India  Company  who  have  peo- 
pled the  said  N".  River  &  strengthned  it  with  2  forts  ever  since. 
It  was  therefor  a  gros  aspersion  cast  on  our  nation  to  call  us 
Intruders,  a  name  more  becoming  those  that  by  your  Insti- 
gation intrude  in  the  Rights  of  our  Limittsand  violent!}' possess 
the  Land  which  we  had  in  Indisputable  possession  36  or  37  years 
as  on  Fresh  water  River,  the  house  Hope,  the  North  River  and 
its  forts  Amsterdam  and  Orange.  So  long  since  before  any  Enj;:- 
lish  man  had  intruded  within  these  Limits;  you  will  without 
doubt  approve  of  and  hold  to  that  General  Rule  accepted  by 
all  Christian  Nations  Qui  Prior  in  Possessions  prior  est  in  Jure. 
The  Similitude  quoted  of  the  Elb  and  other  Rivers  in  Germany 
running  through  many  Dominions  of  Princes  &  Citties,  without 
denying  passage  to  one  another,  you  yourselves  would  have 
solv*^  that  Difficulty  iff  the  River  of  Theem's  had  been  taken 
instead  of  one  of  them.  We  are  not  ignorant  that  on  that  and 
other  Rivers  many  princes,  Electorates,  and  Citties Viorder,  All 
under  one  Empire  or  Kingdom,  every  one  retain  their  own 
Jurisdiction,  and  own  nation,  but  do  not  therefor  admit  other 
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nations  as  French  &  English,  even  as  the  English  will  grant 
possession  or  Jurisdiction  to  no  nation  on  the  Theenis,  and  so 
Right  to  claim  passage  there,  and  even  if  they  did  we  hope  you 
are  not  ignorant  quod  siinilitudines  aliquo  modo  demonstrant 
sed  nihil  ponunt.  You  say  farther  that  "You  have  prohil)ited 
"all  foreiners  to  trade  with  the  nations  in  your  Jurisdiction, 
"and  can  not  denie  us  the  like  liberty.  We  apprehend  the  au- 
thority of  our  tSoverins  and  privelege  to  their  subjects  granted 
placed  them  in  such  capacity  that  they  need  no  leave,  nor  fear 
denial  of  any  others,  nor  have  their  Right  fixed  by  any  others. 
But  say  you  farther  "We  will  not  therefor  yield  to  be  debarred 
"from  Trade  with  our  own  Indians  though  living  near  you, 
"and  possibly  to  the  Hindrance  of  your  Trade. "  We  refer  this 
to  your  own  Judgment  how  this  squares  with  your  proceed- 
ing Supposition,  if  enjoying  our  Right  should  prove  to  your 
detriment,  we  Judge  that  to  presist  therein  would  be  very  un- 
becoming the  professors  of  the  Christian  faith,  even  against 
common  Justice.  What  you  understand  and  who  you  mean 
by  your  own  Indians, and  how  far  they  extend  you  do  not  men- 
tion, and  thus  are  we  kept  in  the  dark.  We  hinder  no  Indians 
to  trade  with  other  Nations,  but  only  on  our  own  Streams  & 
Rivers  long  since  purchased  &  inhabited  with  the  Lands  bor- 
dering thereon,  and  thus  shall  raantain  &  defend  our  Indisputa- 
ble Right  with  our  all,  and  suffer  you  nor  any  foreiner  to  trade 
or  pass  over  our  River  without  our  Leave.  We  freely  own  with 
you  that  we  are  duly  qualified  and  comraissionated  by  our  Sov- 
ereins  the  H  :  M  :  States  Gfen'  of  the  United  provinces;  and  by 
the  Right  esteemed  Lords  Directors  of  the  West  India  Com- 
pany to  maintain  their  Right  by  all  the  means  &  power  given 
us  by  God  and  our  Superiors,  both  on  the  South  and  North 
River  as  their  Indisputable  purchased  Rights  and  lawfull  Jur- 
isdictions the  which  we  must  and  will  maintain,  and  not  part 
with  any  part  thereof  without  their  leave.  You  seem  to  con- 
clude this  subject  with  some  daring  Symptoms  the  more  as  it 
is  abridged  with  the  Emphaeses,  Etcetra  &c.  We  shall  make 
no  other  reply  on  this  then  that  we  need  apprehend  no  fear  or 
difficulty  but  such  as  the  Just,  but  also  merciful  God  shall  dis- 
pose of,  by  whom  our  Innocence  and  Just  Right  may  h3  pro- 
tected without  any  power  or  means.  The  Contract  made  at 
Hartford  is  manifest  in  itself,  and  beyond  dispute.  Put  as  the 
Commissioners  for  the  Massachusets,  at  that  time  claimed  no 
Interest  in  settling  the  Limits  between  Us  and  the  Colonies  of 
New  Haven  and  Connetticut,  in  the  20  miles  hefore  expressed, 
so  they  claimed  no  right  power  or  authority  0:1  any  Lands 
Creeks  or  Streams  bordering  on  the  North  River,  ])eyond  the 
beforementioned  20  miles,  which  if  they  liad  done  at  that  time. 
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these  their  troublesome  and  ungrounded  pretentions  would 
have  been  answered  &  the  Controversy  long  since  decided.  We 
shall  rest  it  here  after  our  humble  Salutations  and  having  rec 
ommended  you  to  the  Divine  Protection  Right  worthy  Lords 
and  well  beloved  neighbours,  your  affectionate  friends  and 
neighbours,  Petrus  Stuy vesant.  Dated  fort  Amsterdam  the  20 
April  An"  1660.  To  the  Right  worthy  Lords  and  well  beloved 
Neighbours  the  Lords  of  the  General  Court  of  Massachusets 
Colony  residing  at  Boston. 


In  Book  1  to/:  387.  ^o  290— " Notwithstanding  the  Indisputu- 
"ble  Right  of  the  Honour'  preveleged  W.  I :  Company  to  this 
"  their  province  of  New  Netherland  being  as  clear  as  the  sun  at 
'•noon  day  being  first  discovered  &;  planted  by  our  nation  &: 
"strengthend  witli  proper  Forts  &  Garrissons,  yet  have  our 
"English  Neighbours  (against  our  repeated  protestations)  vio- 
"lently  usurped  not  only  the  Borders  but  into  the  very  heart 
"of  the  West  I  :  Companys  Territories  ;  To  prevent  the  like  In- 
"cursions for  the  future  our  Governor  the  Ho:  Peter  Stuyve- 
"sant  went  in  person  and  met  at  the  General  meeting  at  Hart- 
"ford  1650  and  concluded  with  their  Committy  a  Treaty  by 
"which  the  Limitts  between  the  United  Colonies  of  the  English 
"and  our  Province  provisional,  which  Treaty  of  provisional 
"Limitts  is  since  rattiiied  by  their  High:  M:  the  States  Gen- 
"eral.  But  some  of  our  English  Neighbours  not  regardi-ng 
"those  Solemn  Tyes  and  Engagements  have  continued  their 
"usurpation  and  in  particular  last  year  when  the  High  Court 
"of  Hartford  Colony,  having  obtained  their  new  Patent,  have 
"not  only  made  new  pretentions  on  this  our  province  of  New 
"Netherland,  but  have  actually  challenged  our  Towns  Heem- 
"stede,  Flushing,  Middelburgh,  Rustdorp,  and  Gravesand,  de- 
"manding  of  them  to  surrender  to  their  Government,  as  ap- 
" pears  by  the  Letters  they  sent  to  their  Townships,  and  even 
"reduced  Oo.stdorp,  now  West  Chester  to  their  obedience  the 
"which  unreasonable  Anticipation  of  theirs  we  have  from  time 
"to  time  Remonstrated  to  the  H  :  W:  I  :  Company  residing  at 
"Amsterdam,  and  though  we  had  requested  our  supperiors  to 
"obtain  Redress  by  his  Brittish  majesty  so  we  have  by  their 
"Ho:  advise  of  16  April  last  little  hopes  to  see  this  effected  they 
"advising  us  to  settle  the  Limitts  here  with  our  neighliours. 
"In  order  therefor  to  fix  our  Limitts  it  is  resolved  on  and 
"thought  expedient  that  how  much  the  presence  of  our  Gover- 
"nour  is  wonting  herein, those  perilous  times,  and  troubles  with 
"the  Indians,  yet  once  more  to  goe  in  person  to  meet  them  in 
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"their  general  meeting  of  the  United  Collonies  at  Boston  this 
"year  if  possible  to  settle  the  long  wisshed  for  peaceable  Liniitts 
"with  their  Commissioners,  to  which  the  Magistrates  agreed 
"that  How  Little  the  Governor  could  be  spared  yet  that  he  goe 
"on  this  important  occasion.  Dated  fort  Amsterdam  0  Septem' 
1663.  Tliis  Resolve  signed  by  Petrns  Stuyvesant,  Miasias  de 
Sielle,  J"  Beekman.O  :  Stevens,  V  :  Cortland,  J  :  L  :  V  :  der  Graft. 
Jacob  S  bryker.  After  this  Resolve  there  is  a  Letter  in  Eng 
lish  wrote  at  Hartford  by  John  Callecott  and  John  Allyne  di- 
rected to  feome  English  Town  dated  24  August  1663.  In  sub- 
stance that  nothing  is  determined  in  their  favour  in  this  Gen- 
eral Court,  but  will  be  done  in  their  next  the  2'^  Thursday  in 
October,  that  they  hear  Stuyvesant  is  going  to  the  Gen'  Court 
to  Boston  but  deart  move  nothing  to  their  prejudice  ;  and  fur- 
ther animating  them  to  sedition.  On  which  the  Consell  meet- 
ing the  same  was  taken  into  Consideration  y^  26  September: 
"Resolved  to  send  an  Express  to  the  Govern"^  at  Boston  of  this 
"attair  that  he  may  the  better  lay  those  unlawfull  proceedings 
"before  their  Generall  Assembly,  and  have  despatched  an  Ex- 
"  press  according".  See  fo.  310.  &  311.  A  Thretening  Letter  in 
English  by  Richard  Panton  to  the  Governm'  Septem''  14,  1663 
to  release  a  prisoner  of  theirs,  the  English,  else  they  will  look 
on  his  detainment  as  a  Breach  of  i)eace  fo.  315  dated  Middel- 
burg.  An  English  Letter  wrote  by  the  Councell,  but  no  Sup- 
per.scription  :  Trusty  and  Well  beloved  friends,  we  are  certainly 
informed  and  have  found  the  same  indeed  that  diverse  persons 
driven  with  a  spirit  of  mutiny,  aiming  at  nothing  but  to  fish  in 
troubled  waters  to  their  own  particular  profit  have  undertaken 
to  deceive  and  to  seduce  the  trusty  Inhabitants  of  this  pro- 
vince and  faithfull  subjects  of  the  High  and  Mighty  States 
General]  of  the  United  Provences  and  the  Worshipfull  prevel- 
edged  West  India  Comp'  endeavouring  toexciteand  sturrthem 
up  to  Sedition  and  mutiny  with  many  and  false  Reasons  and 
Inducements  which  practice  of  theirs  not  only  directly  crosses 
the  articles  of  peace  rattified  between  his  Maje.sty  of  England 
and  the  forementioned  Lords  States  General  but  also  against 
the  agreement  of  the  Separation  of  Bounds,  made  and  con- 
cluded at  Hartford  in  New  England  with  the  United  Colonies 
of  New  England,  and  although  we  are  certain  that  you  accord- 
ing to  your  obliged  Duty  and  sworn  oath  Avill  not  give  any  eare 
much  less  Consentment  to  such  troublesome  Spirits,  neverthe- 
less by  this  present  occasion  we  could  not  omit  by  these  pre- 
sents to  require  recommend  and  ordain  that  if  it  should  chance 
that  such  mutines  Spirits  and  troublesome  persons  should 
come  into  your  Towm  for  to  molest  and  desquiet  the  good  In- 
habitants of  the  same  and  to  draAv  them  of  from  their  dutv 
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that  you  woukl  presently  take  liold  of  them  and  send  them 
heither  upon  the  charjjes  of  the  AVorshipf  ull  company  or  else  to 
give  us  timely  notice  of  their  actings  to  the  end  that  such  per- 
sons might  be  seased  upon  by  us  that  through  that  means  the 
disquietnes  and  molestations  which  might  issue  thence  might 
be  hindred  and  prevented  that  the  good  Inhabitants  might 
continue  in  quietnespeace  and  unity  as  they  have  done  through 
Gods  Blessings  hitherto.  In  Confidence  of  which  after  liearty 
greeting  and  salutation  we  recommend  you  in  Gods  protection 
and  remain  your  cordial  &  affectionate  friends  The  Oouncel  of 
New  Netherland  In  New  Amsterdam  in  New  Netlierland  2G 
Septem'  1663.  After  this  and  the  Governours  return  a  Jour- 
ney of  Commissioners  was  appointed  \>y  Governour  &  Councel 
to  treat  with  the  Governm'  of  Hartforil  at  their  Generall  meet- 
ing, their  originallJournal  whereof  is  distinguished  in  the  Gen- 
eral Index,  the  few  sheats  BB.  The  Commissioners  set  out  15 
Octoly  1663  and  by  the  19  met  in  their  assembly.  The  farther 
adventures  of  tlieir  proceedings  here  translated.  On  the  lO"' 
in  the  morning  before  the  Assembly  met  Ave  wated  on  y^  Hon. 
John  Wintorp,  desired  him  to  use  his  endeavour  to  move  all 
obstructions  to  their  Commission,  and  promote  Concord  the 
which  he  promised  :  Tlie  Commissioners  having  already  de- 
livered their  written  Instruction  tlie  Governour  and  Councel 
insested  on ;  so  now  insested  to  know  of  the  Governour  what 
the  Court  had  determined.  The  Governour  replied  that  the 
Court  had  committed  some  persons  to  treat  with  us,  we  could 
not  find  any  more  opening  from  the  Governour,  and  the  As- 
sembly being  met  we  being  admitted  offered  our  request  in 
wrighting.  To  the  Hon'*^  worthy  Lord  Govern""  &  Councel  com- 
mitted for  the  CoUony  of  Hartford  :  These  few  lines  tends  only 
to  acknowlege  with  gratitude  the  Cevelety  wherewith  we  have 
been  received  and  treated  as  the  kind  Reception  of  our  Cre- 
dentials &  the  proposals  of  our  Governm'  praying  that  we  may 
have  thereon  your  cathagorical  answer,  that  we  may  know  how 
to  proceed.  The  which  being  delivered  in  we  were  told  by  the 
marshale  Three  persons  were  committed  to  treat  with  us,  and 
would  meet  us  in  an  hours  time  at  the  House  of  M"^  Howard 
Miller  about  half  way  between  our  Lodgings  and  the  Councel 
Room,  desiring  us  to  meet  them,  and  met  at  the  appointed  time 
where  the  (Jommitty  after  some  stay  met  us  the  time  being  re- 
lapsed we  were  calF  to  dine  with  the  Court  in  the  Councel  Hall, 
the  which  we  did,  after  dinner  pressing  that  the  Committy 
may  not  again  delay  their  meeting,  they  promised  and  did  meet 
us  at  the  place  appointed.  Having  every  one  taken  his  place, 
we  produced  our  Commission,  desired  to  see  theirs,  they  pro- 
duced Copy  of  their  minits  setting  forth  that  Alleyn  Sen%  Capt. 
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Fall  is:  John  Allyne  Juu'  were  dully  (jualilied  To  treat  witli  us 
adding  that  jiroduciiig  any  farther  (Joniniissii)n  was  needles 
as  we  ourselves  had  heard  of  the  Court  tluit  tliey  were  ap- 
pointed. We  then  desired  tlieir  answer  on  our  proposals  made 
tliem,  they  asked,  what  they  were,  we  said  tliey  were  delivered 
lliem  in  writing  as  1.  to  Ivnow  iff  they  wei-e  deternuned  to  con- 
form themselves  to  tlie  advice  of  tlie  Three  other  Colonies  be- 
ing insubstance  tliat  all  niattersand  disputes  about  the  Liniitts 
should  remain  as  it  was  settled  and  agi'eed  on  in  the  year  1650 
unTil  the  next  meeting  of  the  Commissioneis  A"  1G(>4.  2'"*  Or 
tliat  tliey  appoint  some  persons  to  settle  the  Limitts  now.  i5'. 
<jr  if  that  wont  do,  that  the  settling  of  the  Limitts  and  the 
whole  dispute  should  be  referred  to  their  Superiorson  both,  sides 
in  Euiope,  and  in  the  maine  time,  all  matters  of  Dispute  should 
remain  as  Avas  formerly  agreed  To  in  the  year  IdoO.  Many  de- 
])aTes  were  offerd  pro  and  con  on  Those  points,  and  the  after- 
noon was  spent  without  bringing  any  matTer  to  Conclusion. 
On  the  f  they  said  they  could  not  conform  to  our  advice  for 
Reason  first  that  they  had  alread>  annimated  the  English 
Towns  on  Long-Island  that  they  were  comprehended  under  the 
Right  of  the  Kings  Patent,  iitcondly  that  the  greater  part  of 
themhad  freelysurrenderd  themselves underjtheir  Grovernment. 
Thirdly  that  they  could  nor  might  not  denie  them  their  protec- 
tion least  they  incurr  his  Ma  jestys  displeasure  whilst  they  were 
comprehended  in  their  patent,  adding  that  although  settling 
of  the  LimitTS  were  ])ostponed  to  the  next  meeting  of  the  Com- 
missioners A"  1664.  they  could  not  conform  themselves  to  the 
advice  of  the  Commissioners  of  other  Colonies,  but  to  the 
Kings  patent,  and  iff  the  Commissioners  should  act  repugnant 
thereto,  theyd  sooner  seperate  themselves  from  the  other  Col- 
onies, saying  they'd  never  allow  any  other  limitts  but  what 
was  fixt  by  his  Majesty,  and  them  that  would  make  any  alter- 
ation set  themselves  above  his  Majesty.  All  we  aledged  against 
this  that  his  Majesties  Intention  was  not  to  grant  that  which 
was  already  granted  by  otiiers  and  in  their  lawfull  possession, 
and  such  Construction  could  not  be  laid  on  Their  Patent.  It 
.ivailed  not,  they  persisted  in  their  ungrounded  ijretensions. 
(^n  our  2'^  proj^osal  they  answered  nothing  to  the  jiurpose, 
only  by  Interrogation,  iff  the  Director  Generall  was  sufficiently 
QuallilJed  by  the  Prince  of  Orange  and  the  Lords  States  Gren- 
erall,  on  which  we  answer'd  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  which 
they  drop'  and  proceeded  to  our  3'^  proposal  on  which  they 
answerd,  to  aggree  that  the  Decision  of  our  Limitts  should  be 
lefT  to  the  Superioi's  in  Europe  pro\ided  the  English  Towns  on 
I<ong  Island  and  West  Chester  should  provisional  remain  under 
the  Government  of  Hartford.  This  being  proposed  M*^  Allyne 
19— Vol.  XVIII. 
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Sen'  ascerted  that  lie  surely  knew  the  English  Towns  would  no 
longer  stand  under  the  obedience  of  the  Dutch  Government, 
and  issue  would  constrain  them  thereto  they  would  use  their 
all  to  defend  thein.  That  it  was  therefor  best  to  avoid  damage 
«fc  blood  shed  to  leave  them  Towns  under  Hartford  Government 
till  matters  are  at  home  decided.  On  which  Ave  replied  that 
such  would  never  be  allowed, and  if  matters  were  so,we  had  no 
farther  business  here,  and  as  to  the  Towns  that  they  them- 
selves were  occasion  of  their  Revolting  having  annimated  them 
thereto  by  their  own  Messengers.  They  said  they  were  in  duty 
bound  to  acquaint  tliem  with  his  Majesties  favours,  we  said 
they  might  do  such  to  his  Majesties  Subjects,  but  not  to  the 
subjects  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  and  the  Ho  :  W  :  I  :  Com- 
pany, on  -which  they  replied  they  were  subjects  of  his  Majesty, 
seated  on  his  Land  under  protection  of  his  patent ;  We  asked 
what  they  accounted  the  Treaty  of  Limitts  for  made  165(1. 
They  said  for  naught  whilst  his  Majesty  had  now  fixed  their 
Limitts,  and  the  other  were  only  provisional,  on  which  we 
vallued  our  selves  on  the  Concurrance  of  the  other  Towns  and 
Colonies.  They  replied  they  could  make  no  alteration,  least 
making  themselves  more  then  their  King,  and  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  other  Colonies  in  this  affair.  Having  spent  much 
time  in  this  fruitless  desputing  and  observing  on  all  sides  that 
whilst  they  sent  their  Missionaries,  Mills,  Van  Coo,  Pantom  and 
others  to  West  Chester  &  the  English  Towns  on  Long  island 
to  prompt  them  to  sedition,  and  the  Messengers  from  them 
Towns  daily  appearing  in  town  we  saw  clearly  they  wonted  to 
gain  time  ;  And  said  in  plain  terms  that  if  those  Townshijys 
would  come  under  protection  of  their  Government  and  craved 
their  Assistance,  that  th'ey  must  stand  by  them  ;  This  being  by 
us  considered,  and  with  all  if  we  departed  Avithout  fixing  some 
things  the  English  Towns  might  be  revolted  before  our  Return  ; 
We  to  avoid  all  difficulty  &  prevent  strife  &  effusion  of  Blood 
to  make  those  ultimate  proposals,  viz'.  That  if  they  will  faith- 
fully keep  and  maintain  the  Treaties  of  Limitts  1650  until  tiie 
Limitts  shall  be  fixed  by  our  Superiors  in  Europe,  and  not  pre- 
sume to  take  any  of  the  English  Towns  standing  under  our 
Governm'  in  their  protection  nor  under  their  Jurisdiction. 
We  on  our  side  would  use  no  authority  over  West  Chester 
during  that  time  adding  that  if  this  our  proposal  be  not  accepted 
we  and  our  principals  having  done  all  we  could  shall  be  clear 
before  God  &:  the  World  of  the  Consequences  of  tho.se  unlaw- 
full  proceedings  of  theirs.  20'"  October  met,  asked  them  if 
they'd  answer  on  our  proposals,  after  some  frivelous  exceptions 
that  the  English  on  Long  Island  would  not  stand  under  our 
obedience  and  if  we  should  offer  to  compell  them  the  spilling 
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of  Blood  was  dreaded.  They  said  absolutely.  That  the  Eng- 
hsh  Towns  v.z  Oostdorp  thats  West  Chester,  Rnstdovp  &  Hee,l 
stede  should  remain  under  their  Government,  ,l,e  which  iir  We 
agreed  to  they'd  proceed  no  farther  but  ieave  n.atters  so  to  a 
farther  meetmg  and  provide<l  we  all  this  ti.ue  should  assume 
no  authonty  over  those  Towns,  but  if  we  could  not  agree  to 
this,  they  could  not  hinder  the  said  Towns  included  in  his  llZ 
esties  patent  t.  come  under  their  protection  and  they'd  det- 
end  them.      We  said  l„s  Majesty  had  n.ore  discretion  then  to 

h"  paw      tTIT  '"'■*"''  "'  *'""•  "^'^'^  ^^^^'htinesses  in 
nis  pateiit.     That  they  F)revented  its  meaning.      The  patent 
conta,r>ed  a  piece  of  Land   situate   in   Americt.  in  New  Eng- 
land, and  not  in  New  Netherland,  and  that  Gov  :  NVintrop  dl 
clared  us  to  take  it  in  that  light,  and  must  he  construed  as  the 
Boston   Patent,  where    it  expressly  hmitted   "Provided    thes. 
Lands  are  not  in  possession  of  any  prince  or  State."    Now  its 
knowit  that  Long  Island  hath  many  years  been  possessed  bv 
Hartforr  '   n  *'"'"  "  ^  ^^^^tinesses ;  and  so  tj  Goverm'  of 
Hartford   could    pretend   no  Jurisdiction    over   their    Towns 
But  an  our  argument  avail -d  not.      Dining  with   the  Gover- 
nour&  Court  after  dinner  we  complained  that  their  Commi  - 
tee  inststed  on  Impossibilities.      Desiring  that  they  would  give 
nei!hr  T^""""  """  r"  ^^'^^«'-^d  Message  &  on  the  kind  and 
neighbourly  proposals  thereby  made.       The  which  they  pron.- 

IZn  thit  tr'""^  "''"^  '""^  Governor,  His  Hon.  declared 
of  X  Z  f  r'"  ^^T'  '°"^'^  comprehend  none  of  the  Lands 
under  hi^l ''  ^T?'  ^^  ^"'^'"^  ^'^  ««"^  ^«  ^^^'^  "«  «"«h  front 
evident  btS'  '  '"'"''^  '^"^'^'''  ^">'^^  ^"^^  was  plain  and 
strued  ts  r  ^P^'""*  '''''''  "^  '^'^  *^-*  *'-  Oomm/ttee  con- 
8trued  its  meaning  quite  otherwise,  and  iff  his  Ho :  would  give 
us  his  (.onstruction    in  wrighting  it  might  be  useful],  but  he 

Marshall  for  our  written  answer,  but  did  not  come.  23^  Met 
the  Committee,  we  demanded  their  written  Answer  on  ou, 
proposals  &  written  message.  They  said  they  were  met  10 
Town  Tt!  "'  ''""''  '""""  concerning  the  beforementioned 
tho7  T  T''  ^'^^h^y  had  strove  to  persuade  the  chiefs  of 
those  Townships  to  remain  quiet  under  our  Government  till 
ma  ters  should  be  farther  determined  but  that  could  not  pre- 
vail on  t^hem.  and  thus  would  be  best  for  us  not  to  assume  that 
perrogative  to  avoid  farther  troubles.  We  answered  that  the 
Governm   of    Hartford  were  the  cause  of  this   meeting.     Thit 

acknowlegd    their  submission  to  their  High  Mightinesses,  but 
that   had   drawn  them  of  from  their    fidelity,  the  which  thev 
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(li(i  nor  (lenie.  l)ut  said  it  if  now  t-o  ;  we diilveir  well  they  would 
be  .still,  bur  what  can  we  do,  they  are  included  in  our  patent 
and  crave  our  protection  which  we  cannot  deiiie  them.  Much 
Avas  offeied  by  lis  aj^ainst  this  ('onolusion,  as  that  tliey  were 
not  conipreliended  in  their  patent,  that  such  comprehended  a 
piece  of  Laud  in  ISew  England  and  not  in  ;X:i\v  Netherland. 
That  His  Ho:  their  Cjrovernour  understood  it  so:  They  said 
their  (Tovernor  was  but  a  single  man,  We  undej-stand  it  thus 
and  many  more  with  us.  and  that  our  jjatent  not  only  com- 
prehencis  that  binds  ^.'orthward  on  Boston's  Luie,  and  West- 
ward on  tile  Sea,  exceptit  interferes  with  another  Kings  Patent. 
Asking  them  where  then  New  ]^etherland  was  sit^uated, 
answered  in  plain  terms  that  they  acknowleged  no  New  Netli- 
erland,  except  we  produce  a  Grrant  therefor  from  his  majesty  ; 
We  said  we  stood  in  need  of  no  Grant  from  his  Majesty.  Tliey 
said  theyd  agree  witli  us  iflf  we  could  prochice  any  act  or  Grant 
from  any  jirince  or  their  H.  Mightinesses  where  by  such  parcell 
(if  Land  was  granted  us.  We  valued  ourselves  on  the  prevelege 
and  the  approbation  of  their  H  :  Mightinesses  on  tlie  provi- 
sional Treaty  about  the  Limitts  at  Hartford  1650,they  answered 
tlie  Octroy  or  privelege  was  only  a  prevelege  of  Trade,  and  the 
recited  Treaty  of  Limitts  was  hut  provisional  «tc.  Iff  you  can- 
not (say  they)  ]»roduce  a  particular  paient  for  that  land  it  must 
belong  to  us;  we  said  that  that  the  Right  of  their  H  :  M'*  was 
indisputable  l)y  their  fir^t  discovery  and  settling  this  (-ountry, 
they  said  they'd  allow  us  our  real  possessions. But  that  we  could 
not  hinder  them  to  take  what  was  not  possest  by  u.s.  We  al- 
leged that  possession  of  part  must  be  taken  for  the  whole,  but 
in  vain.  They  said  wed  no  right  to  hinder  them  from  possess- 
ing those  Lands  nor  yer  possest,  included  in  their  patent,  as 
we  could  not  produce  a  patent  from  any  prince  or  state  ;  after 
much  more  debates  pro  &  con  asked  them  what  it  was  they  in- 
sisted on  since  they  had  as  yet  made  no  answer  on  our  reasona- 
ble proposals,  the  which  they  promised  to  do  after  dinner, 
(ioeing  to  dine  before  we  entered  the  Room  young  M'.  Allyn& 
Willis  a  magistrate  sliowM  us  some  proposals  in  substance, 
That  West  (Jhester  with  all  the  Land  to  Stantford  if  by  us 
abandoned,  and  we  di.sciaiin  any  Jurisdiction  over  the  English 
Towns  on  Jjong  island  that  they  then  would  come  to  an  agree- 
ment. But  as  those  proposals  was  only  a  Rough  Draught,  We 
<lesird  a  fair  Copy  the  which  was  promised  us.  after  meal  we  in- 
sisted that  they  would  be  expedient  to  dispatch  us  having  been 
here  a  long  time  which  they  ]iromis'd.  after  some  more  dis- 
cours.  Those  unreasonable  j)roposals  in  Englisli  were  brought. 
1.  That  West  Chester,  all  the  people  and  lands  between  that 
and  Stantford  shall  belong  to  the  Colony  of  Connetticut,  till  it 
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be  otlierwise  i.-,sued.  2".  That  (Jonnetticur  will  forbear  exercis- 
ing any  authority  overthe  piantation«  of  Heamstede,  Jaiiiaccu 
&c.  until  the  Case  be  farther  considered,  provided  the  Duteli 
will  forbeare  to  exercise  any  coercive  power  towards  anv  of  the 
Enghsh  plantations  on  Long  Island  untill  there  be  a  determina- 
tion of  the  Case.  3Mt  is  also  agreed  that  the  issue  of  these  Dif- 
ferences shall  be  by  our  mutual  accord,  or  bv  a  third  person,  o,- 
persunsmutuallyChosenbyusorbyoursuperior..inEurope,and 
that  the  Magistrates  now  in  beingouLong  Island intho.sei.lan- 

tations,sha]lgovernthosesaidp]antationunti]l  there  beanissue 
of   these    differences  as  aforesai.l.      4  That  all  and  everv  person 
on  Long   Island   shall   be  wholly  indemnified   for  all   pa.ssages 
and  Transactions  respecting  these  affairs  to  this  dav.     That  we 
mutuallvadvise  all  persons  concerned  both  EnglLsh"  and  Dutch 
to  cary  it  peaceably  justly  and  friendl  v  to  each  other.    We  hav- 
ing read  the  above  proposals  said  they  were  unreasonable  and 
unacceptable  by  us,  and  for  us  unanswerable  to  agree  to      De- 
sired them  to  deBist  from  their  Claim  to  the  Towns  on  Lon-.I.- 
land  sittuate  in   our   Government,  that  we  then  would    treat 
with  them  of  the  other  points;  but  to  no  purpose,  thev  con- 
tinued we  can  not  denie  those  Towns  our  i.rotection  and  must 
defend  them  against  all  hostilities.      We  seeing  no  prospect  of 
proceeding  farther  yet  to  avoid  worse  Consequences  were  ,v- 
solved  to  fix  something  certain.     We  made  the.se  following  pro- 
postals,  also  in  English  :     Westchester  with  the  Land  and  people 
to  fetantford  shall  abide  under  this  Government  of  Connetti- 
cut  til  the  time  that  the  Bounds  &  limitts  between  the  above- 
said  Colony  and  the   Province  of  the  New  Netherlan.ls  shall 
be  determined  here  by  our  mutual  accord,  or   bv  j.ersons  mu- 
tually chosen,  or  l)y  his   Koyall   Majesty  of  England,  and   the 
High  and  Mighty  States  General  of  the  United  ,)rovinces.     The 
J  lautationsof  Middleburg,  Rustdorpand  Heamstede  the  which 
are  said  to  revolt  and  to  come  under  the  Colonv  of  Connetticut 
shall  absolutely  abide  under  the  Government'of  New  Nethe-- 
lands  till  the  above  said  determination,  and   that    the  Magis- 
trates for  the  time  being  on  Long  Island  in  tho,se  plantation, 
shal    govern  those  said  plantations  under  v^  said  Government 
until  there  be  an  Issue  of  these  differances  as  aforesaid.     That 
all  and  every  person  on  Long  Lsland  shall  l)e  whollv  indemnifie.l 
for  all  I)a,<sages  and  Transactions  respecting  these  affairs  to  this 
day.      That  we   mutually   advise    all    persons    concerned    both 

English  and  Dutchtocarryitpeacablejustly,andfr,end]ytoeach 
other.  That  both  parties  in  Difference  namelv  Conetticut  ( 'ol- 
ony  and  the  Governour  and  Councell  of  New  Netherlands  shall 
be  engaged  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  promote  an,]  ac- 
complish the  issuing  of  the  above  Difference.^.      On  our  request 
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beiug  admitted  iu  Couucell,  the  above  proposaly  being  given 
in  and  read,  were  answered  by  some,  TJiat  our  proposals  avail  "d 
nothing  since  tlie  Towns  above  mentioned  would  not  stand 
under  our  obedience  ;  otliers  that  tliey  Icnew  of  no  province  of 
New  Netherland,  but  linew  of  a  Dutch  (iovernour  over  tiie 
Dutcli  plantations  on  Manhattans—  that  Long  Island  laid  in 
I  heir  patent  &  they'd  possess  it  and  more  such  like  discourse  : 
On  the  P'  we  answerd  we  were  sure  they'd  stand  under  our 
(fovernm'if  that  of  Hartford  did  not  spurr  them  up  to  mutiny. 
( >n  the  3"*  that  in  settling  the  provisional  Limits  HJoO  they 
liad  acknowJeged  a  province  of  New  Netherland.  Weseingwe 
did  not  prevail  we  desired  that  matters  might  remain  as  they 
are  at  present  till  nearer  determined  by  his  Majesty  and  the 
States  Gener'.  They  said  His  Majesties  Patent  had  lixt  the 
Limits,  iff  we  would  not  agree  to  their  proposal  nothing  could 
l»e  done,  but  if  we  would  subscribe  them  they  then  would  come 
w  an  agreement  with  us.  We  Judged  such  for  us  to  be  unan- 
swerable, desired  if  they  had  any  more  to  answer  on  our  Mes- 
sage to  be  expedient  we  wonted  to  depart  and  to  report  our  ad- 
ventures to  our  Ho  :  Governour  &  Councel  of  New  Netherland  : 
Having  required  of  them  to  take  the  matter  in  theirserious  Con- 
sideration to  promote  peace  untill  y"  decision  at  home.  The 
answerd  theyd  prepare  a  J^etter  for  us.  At  evening  went  for 
our  Letter,  and  took  leave  of  the  Govern'  &  Assembly  still 
showing  our  discontent  of  our  usage.  The  Letter  was  brought 
us  by  y'=  Secretary  at  Even".  Superscripton  was:  These  for 
the  Right  Honourab'^  Peter  Stuyvezand  Direcf  Gen'  at  the 
Mauades;  we  told  the  Bearer  being  tlie  Secrat^^  it  should  have 

leen  Direct'  Gen'  of    New  Netherland,  he  said   it  was   in   oui- 
Choice  iff  we  would  take  it  or  not. 

The  24,35,  &  26  were  in  our  home  .Journey.    Cornells  'Van  Kuy- 

ven,  O  Stevense  Van  Cortland,  John  Lawrense. 


Mnre  in  Boo^,  J.  fo  381.  383.— "The  Direct'  Geiier' Hie  Councel 
"and  Burger  Masters  of  the  City  having  maturely  considered 
•on  the  unreasonable  and  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  English 
"at  Hartford  being  by  no  means  to  be  moved  to  abate  from 
"their  Insolent  pretensions  as  appears  by  the  Joumalls  so  of 
"his  Ho.  the  Governour  in  his  adventures  to  Boston  as  that  oi 
"the  Commissioners  at  Hartford  ;  raantaining  that  the  provi- 
■sional  Treaty  of  Liinitts  a"  IG'iO  at  Hartford  is  void  whilst 
"his  majesty  had  settled  their  Limitts  and  thus  "West  Chester 
"and  the  English  Towns  on  Long  Island  belong  to  their  town 
"ship,  the  which  have  brought  under  their  Subjection  having 
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"about  a  100  of  them  horse  &  foot  in  all  y''  former  mentioned 
"Towns  called  the  Magistrates  together,  declarin-g  that  they 
"were  English  Siibjects,  and  were  to  pay  no  Rates  or  Taxes  to 
"the  Dutch,  suspended  the  old  magistrates,  and  sworn  new 
"ones  in  the  administration— Our  own  Weakness,  the  yet  con- 
"  tinning  trouble  with  the  Indians,  and  dreading  the  Total 
"Ruenof  numbers  of  our  farmers  &  iff  we  should  take  any 
"  measures  of  Resistance  made  us  desist,  as  having  no  order, 
'or  promise  of  aid  of  the  Ho.  West  India  Comp^  We  therefor 
"thought  it  best  both  for  the  Interest  of  the  Company,  as  our 
"  Distressed  farmers.  To  answer  on  the  proposals  of  the  Gov- 
"ernm'  of  Hartford,  Iff  by  that  means  the  total  Desertion  of  s* 
"Towns  might  be  prevented,  at  least  untell  we  have  advice 
"from  Home.  Thus  concluded  fort  Amsterdam  the  l~t  Novein- 
"  her  A"  1663.  P.  Stuyvesend,  Measurde  Sille,  J.  L.  V:  der  Grast, 
O  :  Stevense  van  Cortland. 

The  Ijetter  was  wrote  in  English  as  followeth  : 
Right  Honorable  Sir,  and  loving  Neighbours — 

Yours  of  i|  October  sent  by  our  Intrusted  agents  I  have  re- 
ceived unto  which  I  should  have  sooner  returned  an  answer  if 
mv  sickness  had  not  hindered,  the  which  is  only  the  Cause  that 
for  the  present  I  cannot  answer  unto  the  particulars,  according 
unto  our  desires  and  your  Expectation  :  Only  I  was  in  hopes 
that  between  you  and  our  Deputies  a  favourable  and  comforta- 
ble issue  answerable  unto  both  our  Superiors  in  Europe  should 
have  been  obtained;  But  Conferring  your  Honours  proposi- 
tions, and  our  Intrusted  Agents  answer,  we  doubt  not  that  by 
a  nearer  meeting  either  with  the  Right  Honorable  Commis- 
sioners of  the  United  Collonies,  or  according  to  your  Honour" 
motion  by  our  Superiors  in  Europe,  either  by  a  mutual  accord 
by  a  third  person  or  persons  mutually  chosen  the  Diffrence 
as  yet  may  be  ended.  These  may  assure  your  Honours  that  we 
shall  be  ready  to  promote  allways  of  peace  and  Friendship  to 
that  effect  and  shall  attend  all  means  for  a  happy  Conclusion 
of  all  the  Differences  that  are  fallen  out  between  us  ;  and  there- 
for untill  that  time  we  shall  rest,  and  acquiese  in  what  your 
Honor"  Committey,  and  our  Agents  had  proposed,  only  that 
all  things  Justly  and  rightly  may  be  understood,  we  being  not 
so  well  acquainted  with  the  propriety  of  the  English  phrases, 
especially  with  the  Word  Coercive  Power,  if  thereby  is  under- 
stood any  violent  and  Constraintive  power,  which  we  never 
have  used  over  any  English  or  Dutch,  we  rest  and  acquiese  in 
your  Honor"!  proposals.  toAVitt,  That  West  Chester  by  us  called 
Oostdorp  shall  abide  under  Connetticut  Colony  until  the 
Limitts  shall  be  determined  either  by  our  Superiors  in  Eu- 
rope, or  by  indifTerent  persons  mutually  chosen.      Your  Hon- 
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ours  forbearing  to  exercise  any  authority  over  the  plantations 
of  Heauistede,  Jamacco  by  us  called  Rustdorp,  and  otiiers  we 
shall  forbear  to  use,  or  to  exercise  any  Coercive  power  (it 
being  understood  as  aforesaid)  over  them,  untill  there  be  a  de- 
termination of  the  Case,  and  we  are  also  according  to  your 
Hon''  motion  content  That  the  issue  of  these  ditierences  may  be 
ordered  by  a  mutual  accord,  or  by  a  third  person,  or  persons 
mutually  chosen  by  us,  or  by  our  Superiors  In  Europe,  and 
that  the  Magistrates  now  in  being  on  Long  Island  shall  <-on- 
tinue,  untill  there  be  an  issue  made  of  the  l>ifferances — We  also 
aVisolutely  condesend  in  the  following  propositions,  and  advice 
of  your  Hon'"  and  our  Agents.  Your  Honours  seeing  that  we 
(beholding  as  you  were  ]>leased  to  do  in  the  behalf  of  his  Royall 
Majesty,  his  Interest  and  Claim,  the  Claim  and  Interest  of  our 
Superiors  the  High  and  mighty  States  Generall  of  the  Uinted 
Belgicq  Provinces,  and  the  Hon'  Lords  Bewinthebbers  our 
Lords  &  patroons)  for  peace  sake  and  for  to  avoid  further  trou- 
ble and  Bloodshead  so  fur  have  condescended  in  your  proposals, 
we  hope  and  doubt  not  your  Honors  according  to  their  real  Ex- 
pression, will  not  countenance  a,ny  Irregularity  or  actings  nor 
give  any  Encouragement  to  seditious  Spirits,  but  that  you  will 
endeavour  to  suppress  such  persons  that  shall  act  and  do  against 
these  proposals,  according  unto  your  Hon'^  farther  advice  All 
persons  concerned  both  English  and  Dutch  to  carry  it  peacea- 
bly justly  and  friendly.  We  hitherto  have  attended  and  shall 
do  so  still  untill  a  amicable  comfortable  for  both  nations,  anil 
before  our  Superiors  an  answerable  issue  may  be  attained  and 
concluded,  whereunto  expecting  your  Honours  favourable  Con- 
structions and  answer  I  shall  rest  Your  Honours  loving  friend  & 
Neighbour.  Amsterdam  in  the  New  Netherlands  this  5  of  No- 
vember 16f>3. 


These  foregoing  recited  Coppies  &  Tjanslations  is  all  that  is 
found  m  the  Books  and  papers  in  relation  to  the  Eastern 
Boundariesof  this  Province  — But  fiiid  many  omitions— The  pro- 
vincial Records  before  the  year  1630,  In  which  no  doubt  is  con- 
tained the  Indian  purchase  for  Connetticut  River,  and  the 
Jjand  bordering  on  it,  so  often  mentioned  in  debates  of  1633. 
The  Book  BB  ends  with  2  Aug  1649,  whereas  a  Letter  from  the 
Government  of  Boston  to  our  Govern"^  y^  M"  and  our  Govern- 
ours  answer  2  Septem"^  following  are  with  about  10  Leafs  or 
more  tore  out  of  the  Back  of  the  Book.  That  for  the  year  16.")0 
which  Contains  the  renowned  Treaty  of  Limitts  with  N  :  Eng- 
land so(jften  brought  in  Evidence  in  our  Disputes  is  also  miss- 
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ing,  as  is  those  for  ICj],  1G52,  ,5c  great  part  of  1G53.  The  Book 
for  the  year  165!)  is  missing  wherein  a  Letter  from  Boston  Ctov- 
erm'.  to  our  Gfovenv  7  Septem^  And  our  Governours  answer 
y'  27  October  following  both  ir,59,  are  no  doubt  contained  : 
Neither  is  (iovernonrSreyvezands  Journal  of  liis  proceeding.-, 
to  treat  w"'  and  meet  the  (jreat  Court  at  Boston  1(563,  to  be 
found. 

At  page  13  the  words,  saying  theyd  never  allow  any  other 
Limits;  at  page  15  the  words,  on  the  provisional  Treaty,  &  at 
page  17  the  word  directed  are  scored. 

The  aforesaid  Corrections  being  made,  I  do  certify  the  above 
to  be  a  true  Copy,  compared  with  the  Record  by  me 

liOBT.  Harpur,  D.  Sen/-' If 


DEED    TO   THE    DUKE    OF    YORK. 


(:!harles  the  Second  l)y  the  (rrace   of  God   King   of   England 
Scotland    France  and   Ireland   Defender  of  the   Faith  &c  &:c 
To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  (xreeting.  Know  Ye 
that  We  for  divers  good  causes  and   Considerations  us  there- 
unto moving,  have  <,f  ,.nr  especial  Grace,  certain   Knowledge 
and  meer  Motion,  given  and  graunted,  and  bv  these  presents 
for  us  our  heirs  and    Successo- do  give   and    grant    unto   our 
dearest  Brother  James  Duke  of  Yorke  his  heirs  and  assigns  all 
that  part  of  the  maine  Land  of  New  England  begining  at  a  cer- 
tame  place  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  St.   Croix  next  ad- 
joyning  to  New  Scotland  in  America,  and  from  thence  extend- 
ing along  the  Sea  Coast  unto  a  certaine  place  called  Petuaquine 
or  Pemaquid,  and  so  up  the  River  thereof,  to  the  furthest  head 
of   the  same,  as  it  tendeth  Northwards,  and    extending   from 
thence  to  the  River  of  Kinebeque.and  so  upwards  bv  the  short 
est  Course  to  the  River  Canada  Northwards;  and  all  that  Is- 
land or  Islands  commonly  called  by  the  several  name  or  names 
of  Matowacks  or  Long  Island  situate  Iving  and  being  towards 
the  West  of   Cape  Cod.  and  the  narrow  Higansetts,  abuttmg 
upon    the    maine  land  between  the  two  Rivers  there  called  or 
knowne    by  the  severall  names  of    (Jonnecticutt   and  Hudsons 
River  together  also  with  the  said  River  called  Hudsons  River, 
and  all  the  Land  from  the  West  side  of  (Jonnecticut  River  to 
the    East   side  of  Delaware  Bay.  and  also  all  those  severall  Is- 
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lands  called  or  kuowne  by  the  names  of  Martin  Vineyard  and 
Isanrukes  otherwise  jN'antuckett,  together  with  ail  the  Lands, 
Islands,  Soyles,  Rivers,  Harljo'%  Mines,  Mineralls,  Quarryes, 
Woods,  Marshes,  Waters,  Lakes,  Fishings,  Hawking,  Hunting, 
(S:  Fowling  and  all  other  Royalties,  Prolits,  Coniuiodites,  and 
ilereditani'^  to  the  said  severall  Islands,  J^ands  and  Premisses 
belonging  and  ai)i)ertaining  w""  their  and  every  of  their  ap- 
purtenances, and  all  our  Estate,  Right,  Title,  Interest,  l:5ene- 
iit.  Advantage,  Olaime  and  Demand,  of,  in,  or  to  the  said 
Lands  and  p'^misses  or  any  part  or  parcell  thereof;  and  the 
Revercon  and  Revercons,  Remainder  A;  Remainder"  together 
with  the  yearly  and  other  the  Rents,  Revenues  and  Proffitts  of 
all  and  singular  the  said  p"misses  and  of  every  part  and  parcell 
thereof:  To  have  and  to  hold  all  and  singular  the  said  Lands, 
Islands  Hereditaments  and  premisses  with  their  and  every  of 
their  appurtences  hereby  given  and  granted,  or  herein  before 
mentioned  to  bee  given  and  granted  unto  Our  said  dearest 
Brother  James  Duke  of  Yorke,  his  Heiresand  Assignes  for  ever, 
to  the  only  proper  use  and  Behoof  of  the  said  James  Duke  of 
Yorke  his  heirs  and  Assignes  for  ever  to  V)ee  holden  of  us  our 
heirs  and  Successo"  as  of  our  manner  of  East  Greenwich  in  our 
County  of  Kent,  in  free  and  Common  Soccage  and  not  in  Capite 
or  by  Knight  Service,  Y'eilding  and  Rendring,  and  the  said 
James  Duke  of  Yorke  doth  for  himselfe  his  Heirs  and  Assignes 
covenant  and  promise  <o  yield  and  render  unto  us  our  Heirs 
and  Succeso"^",  of  and  lor  the  same  yearly  and  every  year  Forty 
Beaver  Skins,  when  they  shall  bee  demanded,  or  within  Nynety 
days  after  :  And  we  do  Further  of  our  especiall  Grace  certain 
Knowledge  and  meer  Motion  for  us  our  Heirs  and  Successo" 
give  a:ul  graunt  tmto  our  said  dearest  Brother,  James  Duke  of 
Yorke  his  Heirs,  Deputyes,  Agents,  Commission"  and  assigne 
by  these  p"sents  full  and  absolute  power  and  authority  to  cor- 
rect, punish,  pardon,  govern,  and  Rule  all  such  the  Subjects 
of  us  our  Heirs  and  Successor"  as  shall  from  time  to  time  ad- 
venture themselves  into  any  tiie  parts  or  places  aforesaid  or 
1  hat  shall  or  do  at  any  time  liereafter  inhabit  within  the  same, 
according  to  such  Laws,  orders,  ordinances,  Direcconsand  In- 
struccons  as  by  our  said  dearest  Brother  or  his  A  ssigns  shall  bee 
established  ;  and  in  <lefect  thereof  in  Cases  of  necessity  accord- 
ing to  the  good  Direccons  of  liis  Deputyes,  Commission",  offi- 
cers or  assignes  respectively  as  weli  in  all  Cases  and  matters 
Capital!  and  (Jriminall.  as  civill  both  Marine  and  others,  so  al- 
wayes  as  the  said  Statutes,  Ordinances  and  proceedings  be  not 
contrary  to,  but  as  neare  as  conveniently  niay  bee  agreeable 
to  the  Lawes,  Statutes  and  Governm^  of  this  our  Realm  of  Eng- 
and  ;  And  saving  and  reserving  to  us  our  Heirs  and  Successo", 
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the  receivini;,  liearing  and  (leterniining  of  t lie  appeal  and  ap- 
peals of  all  or  any  l>son  or  Psons  of  in  or  belonging  to  the  Ter- 
ritoryeoor  Islands  aforesaid  in  or  touching  any  Judgni^oi'  Sen- 
tence to  bee  there  made  or  given  ;  and  further  that  it  shall  and 
may  bee  lawfull  to  and  for  our  said  dearest  Brother  l)is  Heirs 
and  assigues  by  these  Presents  from  time  to  time,  to  nominate, 
make, constitute,  ordaine  and  confirme  l)y  such  name  or  names, 
Stile  or  Stiles,  as  to  hini    or  them  shall  seem  good  ;  and  like- 
wise to  revoke,  discharge,  change  and  alter,  as  well  all  and  sin- 
gular Govern",  officers,  and  Ministers  which  hereafter  shall  bee 
by  him  or  them  thought  fit  and  needful  10  ))e  made  or  used 
within  the  aforesaid  jtarts  and  Islands:  And  also  to  make,  or- 
daine and  establish  all  manner  of  Orders,  Laws,  Direccons,  In- 
structions, t  ormsand  Ceremonies  of  Governni'and  magistracy 
fit  and  necessary  for  and  concerning  the  Governm'  of  the  Ter- 
liloryes  &  Islands  aforesaid,  so  always  as  the  same  be  not  con- 
trary to  theLawesand  Statutes  of  thisour  Realme  of  P^ngland, 
but  as  near  as  may  be  agreeable  thereunto,  and  the  same  at  all 
times  liereafter    to   put   in    Execucon  or  abrogate  revoke  or 
change  not  onely  within  the  Pcinccs  of  the  said  Territoryes  or 
Islands  but  also  upon  the  Seas  in  going  and  coming  to  and  from 
the  same,  as  he  or  they  in  their  good  discretions  shall  think  to 
be   fittest  for  the  good  of   the  Adventurers  and  Inhabitants  ; 
and  wee  do  further  of   our  especial  Grace  certain  Knowledge 
and  meer  motion,  Graunt,  Ordaine  and  declare  that  sucli  Gouv- 
nors  Officers  and  ministers  as  from  time  to  time  shall  bee  au- 
thorized and  appointed  in  manner  and  Forme  aforesaid,  shall 
and  may  have  full  power  and  authority  to  use  and  exercise  I^Iar- 
shall  LaAv  in  Cases  of  Rebellion,  Insurreccon,  and  meeting  in 
as  large  and  ample  manner  as  our  Lieu"  in  our  Countyes  within 
our  Realme  of  England  have  or  ought  to  have  by  force  of  their 
Commission  of  Lieutenancy  or  any  law  or  Statute  of  this  our 
Realme;  And  we  do  further  by  these  presents  for  us  our  Heirs 
and  Successors,  graunt  unto   our  said  dearest  Brother  James 
Duke  of  Yorke  his   Heirs  k  Assignes  that  it  shall  and  may  be 
lawfull  to  and  for  the  said  James  Duke  of  Yorke  his  Heires  and 
Assignes  in  his  or  tlieir  discrecons  from  time  to  time  to  admit 
such  and  so  many  Pson  and  Psons  to  trade  &  traffick  into  and 
W'in  the  Territoryes  and  Islands  aforesaid  and  into  every  or 
any  part  and   parcel!   thereof;  and   to  have  possess  and  enjoy 
any  Lands  or  Hereditam''  in  the  Ptes  and  places  aforesaid,  as 
they  shall  think  fit  according  to  the  Lawes,  orders.  Constitr- 
tions  and  ordinances  by  our  said  Brother  his  Heirs.  Deputves, 
Com",  and  Assignes  from  time  to  time  to  bee  made  and  estab- 
lished by  vertue  of  and  according  to  the  true  Intent  and  mean- 
ing  of   tliese   Psents,  and  under  such  Condicons,  Reservaoons 
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and  agreeju  '  as  our  said  Brother  Ids  Heirt-s  and  Assignes  thall 
set  downe.  order  ilirect  and  appoint,  and  not  otherwise  as  afore- 
said :  Anti  wee  do  further  of  our  espeoiai  (xrace  certaine  Knowl- 
edge &  lueer  Motion  toi-  us  our  Jieirs  and  Successors  give  and 
graunt  to  our  said  dear  Jjrother  his  Heirs  and  Assigns  by  these 
pi-yyents,  tliat  it  shall  and  niay  l)ee  lawfiill  to  and  for  him,  them 
or  any  of  them,  at  all  and  every  time  and  times  hereafter,  out 
of  a.nv  of  our  Realmes  or  Donunions  whatsoever  to  take,  lead, 
carry,  and  transport  in  and  into  their  voyages,  forand  towards 
the  Plantacou  of  our  Territoryes  and  Islands  jiU  stich  and  so 
many  of  our  loveing  Subjects,  or  any  other  Strangers  being  not 
prohibited  or  itnder  restraint,  that  will  l>ecome  our  loving  Sul)- 
jects,  and  live  under  our  allegiance  as  shall  willingly  accom- 
pany them  in  the  said  Voyages,  together  with  all  such  Cloath- 
ing,  Implem"  Furniture  »t  other  things  tisualiy  transported, 
and  not  prohiljired,  as  shalllje  necessary  for  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  said  Islands  and  Territoryes  and  for  their  Use  and  de- 
fence thereof,  and  nianageing  and  carrying  on  the  Trade  w"' 
the  people  there,  and  in  passing  and  returning  to  and  fro; 
Yeildingand  payingto  nsour  Heirsand  Successo"  the  Customes 
and  dutyes  thereof  due  and  jjayable  according  to  the  liMwes 
and  Customes  of  this  our  Realme  :  And  wee  do  also  for  us  our 
heirs  and  Successors  graunt  to  our  said  clearest  Brother  James 
Duke  of  Yorke  his  Heirs  and  Assignesand  to  all  and  every  such 
Cxovern'  or  Govern'"  or  other  officers  or  miinsters  as  l)y  our  said 
Brother  his  Heirs  or  Assignes  shall  Ije  appointed,  tohavejiower 
and  authority  of  Governm'  and  Command  in,  or  over,  the  In- 
habitants of  the  said  Territoryes  or  Islands,  That  they  and 
every  of  them  shall  and  lawfully  may  from  time  to  time,  and 
at  all  times  hereafter  for  ever  for  their  several  defence  &  safety 
encounter  repulse  rejjell  <fe  resist  by  force  of  amies  (as  well  by 
Sea  as  by  Land)  and  all  wayes  and  meanes  whatsoever,  all  such 
Pson  and  Psons  as  without  the  Special!  Licence  of  our  said  dear 
Brother  his  Heirs  or  Assignes  shall  attempt  to  inhaljit  w"'in  the 
several)  Pcincts  and  Limitts  of  our  said  Territoryes  and  is- 
lands; and  also  all  and  every  such  Pson  and  Psons  whatsoever 
as  shall  enterpri/.e  or  attemi)t  at  anytime  hereafter  the  De- 
struccon,  Invasion.  Detrim',  or  annoyance,  to  the  parts  places 
or  Islands  aforesaid  or  any  i)art  thereof:  And  lastly  our  Will 
and  Pleasure  is,  and  we  do  liereby  declare  6:  graunt,  That  tliese 
our  I/res  Patents,  or  the  Enroln\' thereof  shall  be  good  and 
effectual  in  the  Jjaw,  to  all  Intents  and  i)urposes  whatso(>ver, 
not  w"'standing  the  not  reciting  or  inenconingof  the  premisses 
or  any  ])art  thereof,  or  the  meets  or  Bounds  thereof,  or  of  any 
former  or  other  I^res  i)a.tents  or  (Traunis  heretofore  made  or 
graunted  of  the  premisses  or  of  any  jjart  thereof,  by  us.  or  any 


OF  NEW  NETHERLANDS.  3(»1 

of  our  Proi^einto'%  unto  any  other  person  or  Psons  whatsoever, 
H<)il>  es  Politick  or  corporate,  or  any  act  Law  or  other  Restraint 
incertainty  or  imperfeccon  whatsoever  to  the  (Contrary  in  any 
wise  notwithstanding:  Althouf^h  expresse  niencon  of  the  true 
yearly  value  or  Certainty  of  the  Pmisses,  or  of  any  of  them,  or 
of  any  other  (xuifts  or  Graunts  by  us,  or  by  any  of  our  Pro- 
gainto^"  or  Predecessors  heretofore  made  to  the  said  James 
J)uke  of  Yorke.  in  these  Psents,  is  not  made;  or  any  statute, 
act,  ordinance,  Provision,  Proclamation  or  Restriccon  here- 
tofore had,  made  enacted  ordayned  or  provided,  or  any  other 
matter,  cause  or  thing  whatsoever  to  the  Contrary  thereof  in 
anywise  notw'*'standinff.  In  Witness'whereof  wee  have  caused 
these  our  Letters  to  be  made  patents.  Witness  our  selfe  at 
AVestminster  the  twelveth  day  of  March  in  Sixteenth  year  of 
our  Reigne.     By  the  King,  HOWARD. 

True  Copy  compared  with  the  Record  by  me 

RoBT.  Harpttr,  ]).  Secr'y. 


THE  NEW  YORK  INDIAN  DEED  OF  IT^i; 


To  all  People  to  whom  this  present  Instrument  of  writing 
shall  come : 

Whereas  the  Sachims  of  the  five  Nations  Did  on  the  19"" 
day  of  .July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  &  one  in  a  Confer- 
rance  held  at  Albany  Between  John  Nanfan  Esti""  late  Lieu- 
tenant Trovernor  of  the  province  of  New  Y^ork  give  and  render 
up  all  their  Land  where  the  Beaver  hunting  is  which  they 
won  with  the  Sword  then  Eighty  years  ago  to  Coorachkoo 
our  great  King  praying  that  he  might  be  their  protector  and 
defender  there  for  which  they  desired  that  tiieir  Secretary 
might  then  draw  an  Instrument  for  them  to  sign  and  seal  that  it 
might  be  carried  to  tlie  King  as  by  the  minutes  thereof  now 
in  the  Custody  of  the  Secretary  for  Indian  aiTairs  at  Albany 
may  more  fully  and  at  large  appear  We  Kanakarighton  «& 
Thanintsaronwee  Sinneke  Sachims,  Ottsoghkoree,  Dekanisoree 
and.  Aenjeweeratt  Cayougo  Sachims.  Kachjakadorodow  and 
Sadegeenaghtie  Onnondago  Sachims  of  our  own  accord  free 
antl  voluntary  Will,  Do  hereby  ratify  confirm  submit  and  grant 
and  by  these  present  do  (for  ourselves  our  heirs  and  successors 
and  in  behalf  of  the  whole  nations  of  Sinnekes,  Cayouges,  and 
Onnondaages)   Ratify  «fc  Confirm    submit  and   grant  unto  our 
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most  Sovereign  Jjord  (Teorge  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of 
Great  Britain  France  and  Ireland  Defender  of  Llie  Faith  «ic 
his  Heirs  and  Successors  for  ever  all  the  said  Land  and  Beaver 
hunting  to  be  protected  and  defended  by  liis  said  majesty  liis 
heirs  and  Successors  to  and  for  the  use  of  us  our  Heirs  and 
Successors,  and  the  said  three  nations  and  we  do  also  of  oui- 
own  accord  free  and  voluntary  Will  give,  render,  submit,  and 
grant  and  by  these  presents  do  for  ourselves  our  Heirs  and  Suc- 
cessors give  render  submit  and  grant  unto  our  said  Sovereign 
Lord  King  George  his  Heirs  and  Successors  for  ever  all  that 
Land  lying  and  being  sixty  miles  distance  taken  directly  from 
the  water  into  the  Country  Beginning  from  a  Creek  called 
Canahoque  on  the  Lake  Oswego  all  along  the  said  Lakeand  all 
along  the  narrow  passage  from  the  said  Lake  to  the  falls  <if 
Oniagara  called  Canaquaraghe  and  all  along  the  River  of  Onia- 
gara  and  all  along  the  Lake  Catarackquis  to  the  Creek  called 
Sodorus,  Vielonging  to  the  Sennekes  and  from  Sodorus  to  the 
hill  called  Tegerhunkseroda  belonging  to  the  Cayouges  and 
from  Tegerhunckseroda  to  the  Creek  called  Cayhunghage  be- 
longing to  the  (^nnondages  all  the  said  Land  being  of  the 
breadth  of  sixty  English  miles  as  aforesad  all  the  Way  from  the 
aforesaid  Lakes  or  Rivers  directly  into  the  Country  and  thereby 
including  all  the  Castles  of  the  aforesaid  three  nations  with  all 
the  Rivers  Creeks  and  Lakes  within  the  said  Ijhnits  to  be  pro- 
tected and  defended  l)y  his  said  Majesty  his  Heirs  and  Suc- 
cessors for  ever  to  and  for  our  Use  our  Heirs  and  Successors  and 
the  said  three  nations.  In  Testimony  whereof  we  have  here- 
unto set  our  marks  and  affixed  our  Seals  in  the  City  of  Albany 
this  fourteenth  day  of  September  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  his 
majesties  Reign  Anno  Domini  1726. 

The  mark  of  Kanakarighton  a  Sachim  of  the  Sinuekes. 

The  mark  of  Kachjakadorodow  a  Sachem  of  the  Onnondages. 

The  mark  of  Sadegeenaghtie.  a  Sachem  of  Onnondages 

The  mark  of  Ottsoghkoree  .1  Sachem  of  the  Cayouges. 

The  mark  of  Thanintsaronwee  a  Sachem  of  the  Sinnekes. 

The  mark  of  Dekanisoree  a  Sachem  of  the  Cayouges. 

The  mark  of  Aenjeweeratt  a  Sachem  of  the  Cayouges. 

Signed  Sealed  and  Delivered  in  presence  of  u;i  Philip  Living- 
ston, Peter  Van  brugli,  Myndert  Schuyler,  Lourenc-e  Clausen. 

True  Copy  compared  with  the  Record  by  me 

RoBT.  Harpur.  D.  8ecty. 
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THE  ACTION  OF  THE  CONNECTICUT  ASSEMBLY,  ICf:!. 

The  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  oi  ('onnecticut  at  Haii 
ford    the   thirteenth  day  of   November  in  the  year  of  our  Loid 
1683  did  appoint  and  instruct  Robert    Treat    Esq'^  <S:c    to  treat 
with    Thomas  Dongan  Esq''  Governor  of  the  I'rovince  of  New- 
York  concerning  the  Line  between  the  said  Province  and  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut  in  tlie  words  following  to  wittCS  a  Gen- 
eral Court  held  at  Hartford  November  14"'  1688  by  special  order 
of  the  Governor,  The  Court  being  met  the  Governor  informed 
the  Court  that  he  thought  it  might  be  necessary  seeing  Colonel 
Dongan  was  entered  into  the  Government  of  New  York  that 
some  Gentle  men  might  beappointed  to  congratulatelnssafear- 
rival  and  entrance  into  the  Government  of  his  Royal  Highness 
his  Territories  inthose  parts  asalso  thereseemedtobea  dissatis- 
faction taken  by  the  Honourable  Colonel  Dongan  aboutthe set- 
tlement of  the  Line  between  hismajestysColony  of  Connecticut 
and  his  Royal  Highness's  Colony  of  New  Y'ork  made  by  hisma- 
jestys  Honourable  Commissioners,  &  desired  the  Court  to  con- 
sider the  same  and  give  their  advice  what  was  to  be  done.     The 
Court  having  considered  the  Premisses  declaj-ed  by  their  unan- 
imous vote  that  they  judged  it  convenient  that  a  Committee 
be  chosen  and  impowered  by  this  Court  to  attend  the  premises 
as  soon  as  may  be  according  to  such  Commission  and  Instruc- 
tions as  they  shall  receive  from  this  Court.     This  Court  made 
Choice  of  the  Governor,  Major  Nathan  Gold.  Capt.  John  Allyn 
and  M'  William  Pitkn  to  attend  the  Service  aforesaid — To  the 
Honour'd  Robert  Treat   Esq^  Governor.  Major  Nathan  Gold, 
Capt  John  Allyn  Esq"  Assistants  and  M"^  William  Pitkin  Gen- 
tleman—The Genera!  Assembly  of  his  Majesty's  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut at  their  present  Session  the  14""  day  of  November  168:' 
do  hereby  nominate  commissionate  and  fully  impower  as  als«> 
desire  you  to  take  your  first  oppert unity  to  travel  to  the  City 
of  New  York  where  you  are  to  visit  the  Honourable  Thoiiias 
Dongan  Esq'^Governor  of  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York 
his  Territories  in  AmericaaTid  to  congratulate  his  Honours  safe 
arrival  to  New  England  and  his  Highness  Territories  and  to 
manifest  to  him  this  Courts  gratefull  Resentment  of  Honours 
professions  by  his  Letters  of  his  desire  to  be  in   good  ammity 
with  us  and  to  assure  his  Honour  that  we  shall  studv  and  en- 
deavour as  we  may  by  any  good  ways  &   means  to  shew  our- 
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^elves  as  ainicaule  ami  serviceable  to  his  Royal  Highness  and 
his  Honour  as  we  are  cai)able  of  and  to  tliat  end  we  shall  en- 
deavour to  remove  all  ol)structions  and  do  what  is  in  our  Com- 
pass to  settle  and  maintain  a  G^ood  and  neighbourly  Correspon- 
<lence  with  him  for  o.ii-  mutual  advantages.  And  also  Avhereas 
His  Honour  liath  been  i)leased  in  his  Ijetters  to  signify  to  us 
that  he  is  not  satislietl  witli  the  former  stated  Bounds  between 
this  Colony  and  His  Royal  Highnesses  Territories  and  hath 
mored  for  a  Treaty  and  Settlement  of  what  is  or  may  be  mat- 
ler  of  Differance  between  His  Highnesses  Claims  and  ours.  In 
that  Resi)ect  you  or  any  three  of  you  are  hereby  fully  commis- 
sionated  and  imi>o\vered  to  treat  with  His  Honour  there  about 
or  such  as  he  shall  please  to  ai)point  and  if  you  shall  see  just 
Reason  to  vary  any  thing  from  the  former  Settlement  of  the 
1-Jounds  between  his  Royal  Highnesses  Territories  and  his  Ma- 
jesty s  Colony  by  his  Majesty's  CouDnissioners  thereunto  by  his 
Majesty  especially  appointed  and  a.  Committee  from  this  Col- 
ony farther  towards  the  East  than  was  agreed  on  and  hath 
l>een  since  approved  by  his  Majesty  you  have  hereby  full  power 
ami  authority  to  do  and  agree  therein  with  the  said  Governor 
Dongan  or  those  he  shall  ai)point  for  a  linal  Issue  and  settle- 
ment according  to  your  best  Judgment.  I'rovided  that  his  Ma- 
jesty and  his  Royal  Highness  aj)prove  of  and  confirm  the  same 
Instructions.  For  the  tlonoured  Rol)ert  Treat  Esquire  Gover- 
nor, the  Worshipful  Major  Nathan  (toUI  and  Captain  John 
Allyn  Assistants  and  M'  William  Pitkin  Gentlemen  You  are  to 
take  by  order  of  this  Court  oitr  Commission  given  to  yourselves 
to  congratulate  the  Honorable  ColloThoma.-^  Dongan  Esq's  Gov- 
ernor of  His  Highness  the  Duke  of  Yorks  Territories  his  safe 
arrival  into  these  parts  and  to  treat  with  him  as  therein  men- 
tioned as  also  and  attested  Copy  of  the  formei-  settlement  of 
our  Westward  Bounds  ))y  his  Majesty's  Commissioners  with  a 
Copv  of  Coll"  mchols  Commission  impowering  him  and  the 
other  with  him  thereunto  and  of  the  Commissioners  of  our 
Committee  that  concluded  with  them  as  also  of  His  Majesty's 
Gracious  Letter  wherein  the  same  was  confirmed  with  what 
other  papers  you  may  think  necessary  and  as  soon  as  God  gives 
you  oppertunity  to  go  to  New  York  and  there  to  visit  the  Hon- 
ourable Governor  Thomas  Dongan  and  to  salute  and  congrat- 
ulate him  according  to  your  Commission  which  you  may  ghe\v 
him  and  deliver  him  a  Cojiy  of  it  if  you  see  cause— 2'^  As  to 
your  treating  and  concluding  with  him  about  settling  the 
Bounds  lietween  that  Territory  and  this  Colony  you  shall  not 
exceed  his  demands  of  Twenty  Miles  Eastward  from  Hud^ons 
River  but  get  him  to  take  up  with  as  little  as  may  be  &c.  3-* 
You   are  to  see  his  power  to  treat  and  conclude  or  if  that  ap- 
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pear  not  to  your  satisfaction  then  you  must  treat  and  conclude 
conditionally  and  with  this  proviso  that  his  Majesty  and  the 
j:>ukes  Highness  shail  please  to  ratify  it.     4^^  As  to  the  Rise  of 
our  Liue  at  Man.aroneck  you  are  to  declare  there  could  be  no 
xnistake  between  the  Commissioners  about  that  and  therefore 
endeavour  to  hold  that  Bound.     5-  If  you  grant  anv  parts  of 
the  Land  witliin  any  of  the  Townships  of  this  Colonv  vou  are 
to  endeavour  to  reserve  those  Lands  to  the  Towns  propriety 
Iho    as  to  Jurisdictions  they  belong  to  his  Highness.     C-  You 
are  to  endeavour  that  the  former  Line  concluded  on  in  all 
places  shall  take  place  unless  it  be  where  it  is  nearer  Hudsons 
Kiver  than  such  a  Distance  as  you  can  agree  on.     7"^  You  are 
to  remember  all  along  to  make  His  Honour  sensible  how  firm 
and  legal   the  former   Settlement  was,  and  that   our  varving 
from  ,t  IS  to  oblige  his  Honour  and  promote  a  perpetual  good 
Corre,spondence   between    this   his    Majesty's   Colony  and   his 
Royal  Highnesses  Territories  and  the  Successive  Governours  of 
them  both 

True  Copy  compared  with  the  Record  by  me. 

RoBT.  Harpur,  B.  Secr^y. 


A  General  Court  held  at   Hartford  Mav  8'"  1684.     This  Court 
havinge  heard  the  Agreement    made  by  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed by  this  Court  November  last  about  setlinge  of  Bounds 
betweene  this  Collonye  &  New  York  :  thaye  approved  of  what 
was  done  :  and  appointed  Major  Natlian  Gold  one  of  the  Coun 
cell  to  attend  the   Searves  w'"  M'  Jehue   Burr  and    Cap'  Jona- 
than  Selleck  who  are  herebye   commisonated  to  attende  the 
searves  of   layeinge  out   the  Line  betweene  the  savd  province 
of  New   Yoark  &  Connecticott  Colonye  acordinge  to  the  agree- 
ment made  the  Tweenty  eaight  of  November  3.5-"  veare  of  his 
Mag"  Reigne  1683  :  at  Fort  James  in  New  York  :  &  M^  Harriman 
Surveigho'  with   such  other  Gentlemen  as  shall  be  appointed 
from  New  Yeork  &  thaye  are  to  meet  at  Stamford  on  the  first 
Wensdaye  in  Octoba'  next  to  attend  the  savd  Seai-A-ice  •  and  in 
case  any  of  these  appointed  by  providence  should  be  disenabled 
to  attende  the  Searves :  The   Governour    is  heure  bv  desired 
to  pntl  &  appoint  some  suitable  person  or  persons  to  sunplve 
and  attend  the  searvice  in  the  rome  of  him  or  them  as  shall  be 
disenabled      Signed  by  order  of  the  Gove'  and   General  Court 
P  John  Allyen  Sec^     This  is  trew  coppye  of  the  originall  com- 
parred  bye  Jonat.  Selleck,  John  Pell. 
True  Copy  compared  with  the  Record  by  me 

20-VoL.  XVin.  ^''^'^-  HaRPUU,  B.  Secr-y. 
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THE  NEW  YORK  INDIAN  DEED  OF  1675. 


This  Indenture  made  the  three  and  twentith  day  of  Septem- 
ber ill  the  twenty  seventh  yeare  of  the  Reign  of  our  Soveraigne 
Lord  Charles  the  Second,  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  England 
Scotland  France  and  Ireland  King  Defender  of  the  Faith  &c. 
and  in  the  yeare  of  our  Jjord  God  one  Thousand  Six  Hundred 
Seventy  five  Between  Ediiiond  Andros  Esq"^  Governor  and 
Lieu'  under  his  Royall  Highnesse  .James  Duke  of  Yorke  and 
Albany  &c.  of  all  his  Territoryes  in  America;  For  and  on  the 
Behalf  of  his  said  Royall  Highnesse,  on  the  one  part,  and 
Mainarakickaii,  Auricktan,  Sackoquewan,  and  Nanneckos, 
on  the  Behalf  of  themselves,  as  the  true  Sachems,  Owners,  and 
lawful!  Indyan  Proprietors  of  the  Land  herein  metioned  ;  and 
of  all  other  Indyaiis  any  way  concern'd  therein  on  the  other 
part  witnesseth  ;  That  for  and  in  consideration  of  a  certaine 
sume  of  Wain  pome  and  divers  other  Goods  which  in  the  Sched- 
ule hereunto  annext  are  expres't  unto  the  said  Sachems  and  In- 
dyans  in  hand  paid  by  the  s'^  Governor  the  receipt  whereof 
they  the  said  Sachems  and  Indyans  do  hereby  acknowledge 
and  to  bee  fully  satisfyed  and  thereof  and  every  part  thereof 
do  for  themselves  and  all  others  concerned  their  Heirs  and 
Successors  and  every  of  them  heerby  acquitt  and  discharge 
the  said  Governor  and  his  Successors;  Have  given  graunted, 
barganied,  and  sold  ;  and  by  these  presents  do  fully  and  ab- 
solutely give,  graunt,  bargain  and  sell,  unto  the  said  Edmond 
Andros  for  and  on  the  Behalfe  of  his  said  Royall  Highnesse 
afore  mentioned  ;  All  that  Tract  of  Land  lying  and  being  on 
the  West  Side  of  Delaware  River  beginning  at  a  certain  Creeke 
next  to  the  cold  Spring  some  what  above  Matinicom  Island 
aViOut  Eight  or  nine  Miles  below  the  falls  and  as  far  above 
the  said  falls  as  the  other  is  below  them,  or  further  that  way 
as  may  be  agreed  upon  to  some  remarkable  place  for  the  more 
certaine  Bounds;  As  also  all  the  Islands  in  Delaware  River 
within  the  aforementioned  Limitts  botli  below  and  above  the 
falls  excepting  onely  one  Island  commonly  known  by  the  name 
of  Peter  Alricks  Island;  Together  with  all  the  Lands,  Soyles, 
Meadows,  fresh  and  Salt  meadows,  Pastures,  Commons,  Wood 
land,  Marshes,  Rivers, Rivoletts,Streames,  Crekes, Waters,  Lakes 
and  whatsoever  to  the  said  Tract  of  Land  alongst  the  River 
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and  oehinde  inio  the  Woods,  or  Islands  is  belonging,  or  any 
way  appertaining,  and  all  &  singular  other  the  premises  and  ap- 
purtenances and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof  without  any 
Reservation  of  the  Herbage  or  Trees  or  any  other  thing  grow- 
ing or  being  tliereupon;  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  Tract 
of  Jjand,  Islands  and  premises  so  bargained  and  sold  as  afore- 
mentioned, unto  the  said  Edmond  Andros  Governor  and  his 
Successors  for  and  on  tlie  belialf  of  liis  Royal  Highness  his 
Heirs  &,  assigns,  unto  the  proper  use  and  behoof  of  liis  said 
Royal  Highnesse  his  Heirs  &  assigns  for  ever.  And  the  said 
Sachems  and  Indyans  for  tliemselvesand  all  others  concerned 
their  Heirs  &  Successors  do  covenant  to  and  with  the  said  Gov- 
ernor and  his  Successors  for  and  on  the  Behalf e  afores"^,  in 
manner  and  forme  following,  that  is  to  say,  That  tliey  tliesaid 
Sachems  now  are  the  very  true  sole  and  lawfull  Indyan  Owners 
of  the  said  Tract  of  Land  Islands  and  all  and  singular  the 
premisses  as  being  derived  to  them  by  their  Ancestors :  And 
that  now  at  the  Ensealing  and  Delivery  of  these  presents  they 
are  lawfully  siezed  thereof  to  the  use  of  themselves  their  Heirs 
and  Assigns  for  ever  according  to  the  use  &  Custome  of  the 
rest  of  the  native  Indyans  of  the  Country.  And  further  that 
the  s'  Tract  of  Land  Islands  and  ])remisses  now  is  and  at  the 
time  of  the  Executing  the  said  Estate  to  be  made  as  afores*^ 
shall  bee  &  from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  hereafter  shall 
and  may  stand  remaine  and  continue  unto  the  said  Governor 
and  his  Succes-sors  to  the  Use  of  his  Royal  Highnesses  asafores"* 
freely  and  clearly  discharged  and  acquitted  from  all  and  every 
former  Bargaines  Sales  Gifts  Graiantsand  Incumbrances  what- 
soever. And  furthermore  the  s"*  Sachems  for  themselves  and 
all  others  concerned,  their  heirs  and  Successors  do  Covenant, 
that  the  said  Governor,  his  Successors  and  Assigns  for  and  on 
the  Behalfe  of  his  Royall  Highnesse  as  aforesaid  shall  and  may 
from  henceforth  and  for  ever  lawfully  i>eaceably  and  quietly 
have  hold  possess  and  enjoy  the  premisses,  and  all  the  s'  Tract 
of  Land  and  Islands  with  the  appurtenances  without  any  left, 
resistance  disturbance  or  interruption  of  the  said  Sachems  and 
Indyans,  or  any  others  concerned,  their  Heirs  and  Successors, 
and  without  any  manner  of  lawfull  left  hinderance  molestation 
or  interruption  of  any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever 
Clayming  l)y  from  or  under  them  or  any  of  them;  And  it  is 
likewise  lastly  covenanted  and  agreed,  that  the  sajd  Sachems 
and  Indyans  and  the  rest  of  the  Indyans  concerned  shall  give 
peaceable  and  quiett  possession  of  the  said  Tract  of  Land  Is- 
lands and  Piemisses,  or  some  part  thereof  for  the  whole  unto 
such  person  or  persons  as  by  the  said  Governor  or  his  Successors 
shall  be  appointed  to  receive  the  same  when  soever  it  shall  be 
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demanded.  In  Witnesse  -whereof  the  partyes  to  these  present 
Indentures  have  Intercliangeably  sett  to  their  Hands  and  seales 
the  day  and  year  lirst  above  written. 

Tlie  niarke  of  Sackoquenani. 

The  Mariie  of  Mauiarakicken  a  Sachem. 

Tlie  marke  of  Auriektan  a  Sachem 

The  marke  of  Nannecko.s. 

The  payment  afjreed  upon  for  the  purchase  of  the  Tract  of 
Land  on  the  West  side  of  Delaware  River  tk:  the  Islands  in  the 
said  River  near  the  Falls  according:  to  the  Deed  herewith  given 
and  convey'd  this  "3"^  day  of  September  1G75  unto  the  Gover- 
nor of  these  his  Royall  Highnesse  Territoryes  Ijy  the  Indyan 
Sachems  and  Proprietors  to  the  Use  therein  Specifyde,  is  as 
folioweth  viz'.'  Sixty  fathom  of  Wampom  Six  coates  of  Duffles, 
Six  Blancketts,  Six  Coates  of  Douzens  Six  Sliirts,  Halfe  an 
ancker  of  Powder,  Forty  Barrs  of  T^ead,  Six  Guns,  Six  Kettles, 
Thirty  axes.  Fifty  Knives,  Two  anckersof  Rum,  Fifty  I^ooking 
Glasse.-^,  Fifty  Combs,  Thirty  Howes,  Twenty  paire  of  Stock- 
ings, Ten  paire  of  Shooes,  One  hundred  Tobacco  pipes,  One 
pound  of  v>aint,  One  hundred  Awles,  One  hundred  Jewes 
Harpes. 

Signed  Sealed  .and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  William  Os- 
bourne,  Luke  Watson,  Christopher  Beresford,  Hen  :  Clarke, 
Rudsych  Shyplen,  Gd^  Canhboll.  Utzomes  Lanwenr,  John  Col- 
ier,  J  Gampam.  Matthias  Nicolls,  G  Sylvester  Thoslshton. 

True  Copy  compared  with  the  Record,  by  nie 

RoBT.  Harpur,  D.  Secr^y 


ARTICLES  OF  SURRENDER  TO   THE    ENGLISH. 


These  Articles  following  were  consented  to  by  the  Persons 
hereunder  subscribed  at  the  Governors  Bowry  August  27"'  Old 
stile,  1664. 

Wee  consent  that  y*  States  Gen''"'  or  the  West  India  Com- 
pany shall  freelv  enjoy  all  fifarmes  and  Houses  (except  such  as 
are  in  the  fforts)  and  that  within  six  Monethes,  they  shall 
have  free  liberty,  to  transport  all  such  Amies  and  Ammuni- 
tion as  now  doe  belong  to  them,  or  else  they  shall  be  paid  for 
them. 

All  Publique  Houses,  shall  continue  for  the  use  which  now 
thev  are  for. 
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All  people  shall  still  continue  free  Denizens  and  enjoy  their 
Lands,  Houses,  Goods,  Shipps,  wlieresoever  they  are  within  this 
Country  and  Dispose  of  them  as  they  please. 

If  any  Inhabitant  iiave  a  minde  to  remove  himselt  he  shall 
have  a  Yeare  and  Six  weeks  from  this  Day  to  remove  himselfe, 
Wife,  Children,  Servants,  (roods,  and  to  dispose  of  liis  Ijunds 
here. 

If  any  Officer  of  State  or  Publique  Minister  of  State  have 
a  minde  to  go  for  England,  they  shall  be  transported  fraught 
free  in  his  Maj^  ffriggotts,  when  these  ffriggotts  shall  returne 
thither. 

It  is  consented  to  that  any  })eople  may  freely  come  from  the 
Netherlands,  and  plant  in  this  Country,  and  that  Dutch  Ves- 
sells  may  freely  come  Hither  and  any  of  the  Dutch  may  freely 
return  home,  or  send  any  sort  of  Marchandize  home  in  Vessells 
of  their  own  Country. 

All  Shipps  from  the  Netherlands  or  any  other  place  and 
Goods  therein  shall  be  Received  here  and  sent  home  after  the 
manner  w"**  formerly  they  were,  before  our  coming  hither  for 
six  Monethes  next  ensuing. 

The  Dutch  hei'e  shall  enjoy  the  Liberty  of  their  Consciences 
in  Devine  Worship,  and  Church  Descipline. 

No  Dutchman  here  or  Dutch  shipi)liere  shall  upon  any  occa- 
sion be  prest  to  serve  in  Warr  against  any  Nation  whatsoever. 

That  the  Townesmen  of  the  Manhatoes  shall  not  have  any 
solders  quartered  upon  them  without  being  satisfied  and  paid 
for  them  by  their  Officei-s,  and  that  at  this  present  if  the  ftort 
be  not  capable  of  lodging  all  the  Soldiers  there  the  Burgomas- 
ter by  his  Officers  shall  appoint  some  homes  capable  to  receive 
them. 

Tlie  Dutch  here  shall  Enjoy  their  own  Customes  concerning 
their  Inheritances. 

All  publique  AVritings  and  Records  w"^*"  conserne  y"  Inheri- 
tances of  any  people  or  the  reglem'  of  the  Church  or  poore  or 
Orphans,  shall  be  carefully  kept  by  those  in  whose  hands  now 
they  are,  and  such  writings  as  particularly  conserne  y*"  States 
Gen""  may  at  any  time  be  sent  to  them. 

No  Judgm*^  that  hath  passed  any  Judicature  here  shall  oe 
called  in  question  Vjut  if  any  conceive  that  he  hath  not  had 
Justice  done  him  if  he  apply  himselfe  to  the  States  Gen""  the 
other  party  shall  be  bound  to  Answer  for  his  supposed  injury. 

If  any  Dutch  living  here  shall  at  any  time  desire  totraval  or 
Traffique  into  England  or  any  place  or  plantation  in  Obedi- 
ence to  his  Ma.j'*'  of  England  or  w'''  the  Indians  he  shall  have 
(upon  his  request  to  the  Governor)  a  Certificate  that  he  is  a 
flree  Denezen  of  this  place  and  liberty  to  doe  soe. 


310  THE  DUTCH  RECORDS 

If  it  doe  appeare  that  there  is  a  publique  Eiigagem'  of  Debt 
by  the  Towne  of  the  Manhatoes.  and  away  agreed  on  for  the 
Satisfying  of  that  Engageni^  it  is  Agreed  tliat  the  same  way 
proposed  shah  goe  on  and  tliar  y-  Engageni'  sliall  be  satisfied. 

All  inferior  civil  (Officers  and  Magistrates  shall  continne  as 
now  they  are  (if  they  please)  till  the  (Uastoniary  time  of  New 
Eleccon,  and  then  New  ones  to  be  chosen,  by  themselves  pro- 
vided that  such  new  cliosen  ]\Iagistrates  shall  take  the  Oath  of 
Allegiance  to  his  Majesty  of  England  before  they  enter  upon 
their  Orfice. 

All  dilTerences  of  Contracts  and  Bargains  made  before  this 
Day  by  any  in  this  (Jonntry,  shall  l>e  determined  according  to 
the  manner  of  tlie  Dutch. 

If  it  do  appeare  that  the  West  India  Company  of  Amster- 
dam do  really  owe  any  sums  of  ntoney  To  any  })ersons  here  it 
is  agreed  that  Recognicon  and  other  dtityes  payable  by  Shipi)s 
going  for  the  Netherlands  be  continued  for  six  Monthes  longer. 

The  Officers  Military  and  Soldiers  shall  March  oitt  with  their 
Armes  Drums  beating  and  Colours  tiying  and  lighted  Matches 
and  if  any  of  them  will  plant,  they  shall  have  50  Acres  of  land 
set  out  for  them,  if  any  of  them  will  serve  any  as  Servants, 
they  shall  continue  with  all  Safety  and  become  free  Denizens 
afterwards. 

If  at  any  time  hereafter  tlie  King  of  Great  Britaine  and  the 
States  of  tlie  Netherland  doe  Agree  that  this  place  and  Coun- 
try be  redilivered  into  the  Hands  of  the  said  States  whenso- 
ever his  Maj*^^'  will  send  his  Commands  to  redeliver  it,  it  shall 
immediately  be  done. 

That  the  Towne  of  Manhatoes  shall  choose  Deputyes  and 
those  Deputyes  shall  have  free  Voyces  in  all  publique  affairs  as 
much  as  any  other  Deputyes. 

Tliose  who  have  any  propertye  in  any  Houses  in  the  ffort  of 
Aurania  shall  (if  they  please)  slight  the  fortifications  there, 
and  then  enjoy  all  their  Houses  as  ail  iieople  doe  where  there 
is  no  ffort. 

If  there  be  any  Souldiers  that  will  goe  into  Holland  and  if 
tlie  Company  of  West  India  in  Amsterdam  or  any  private 
Psons  here  will  Transport  Them  into  Holand  then  they  shall 
have  a  safe  passport  from  Coll.  Richard  Nicolis  Deputy  Gover- 
nor under  his  Royall  Highnesse  and  the  other  Com"  to  defend 
the  Ships  that  shall  Transport  such  Souldiers  and  all  the  Goods 
in  them  from  any  Surprigall,  as  Acts  of  Hostility  to  be  done 
by  any  of  his  Maj"'*  Shipps  or  Sul)jects  : 

That  the  Copies  of  the  Kings  Grant  to  his  Royall  Highness 
and  the  Copie  of  his  Royall  Hig^hness  his  Com^isscon  to  Coll  : 
Richard  Nicholls  testified  by  two  Com'"",  made  and  W  Win- 
throp   to  be  true  Copies,  shall  be   delivered  to  the  Hon''"^   M' 
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Stuyvisant  the  present  Governor,  on  Munday  next  by  eight  of 
y"  Clock  in  y<=  morning  at  the  old  Milne,  &  these  Articles  con- 
sented to  and  Signed  by  Coll  Richard  Nicolls.  Dep :  Governor'- 
to  his  Royall  Highness  and  that  within  two  Hours  after,  the 
ffort  and  Towne  called  New  Amsterdam  upon  the  Isle  of  Man- 
hatoes,  shall  be  delivered  into  the  Hands  of  the  said  Coll :  Rich  : 
Nicolls  by  the  service  of  such  as  shall  be  by  him  thereunto 
deputed  by  his  Hand  and  seale. 

John  Dedecher,  Robert  Carr,Nich  :  Vanleett,Geo  Cartwright, 
Sam:  Megapolensis,  John  AVinthrop,  Cornelies  Steenwick, 
Sam  :  Willys,  Olffe  Stevenson  Kortlant,  Thomas  Clarke,  James 
Caussean.  John  Pinchon.     I  Doe  consent  to  these  Articles 

Richard  Nicolls 
The  Governo"-'  Gena^"  and  Counsell  of  the  New  Netherlands 
make  knowne  by  this,  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood,  plunder- 
ings  Murders,  and  for  the  good  of  the  Inhabitants,  we  are  moved 
bytheSumraonsmadebytheHonor"^Lord  Richard  Nicolls  :Gen=»" 
of  his  Maj'''  of  England  being  Come  with  his  Men  of  Wai-r  and 
Soldiers  before  this  Port,  promising  freely  (by  his  owne  proposi- 
tion made)  to  redeliver  the  ffort  and  City  of  Amsterdam  in 
New  Netherlands,  in  Case  the  difference  of  the  Limitts  of  the 
province  be  agreed  upon  betwixt  his  Maj-^  of  England  and  the 
High  and  Mighty  States  Gena"  likewise  upon  other  equall  and 
Answerable  Conditions  to  surrendeer  and  deliver,  and  have 
Committed  and  do  committ  by  this;  John  D"^  Decher  Coun- 
sellor of  State  Cap  Nicholas  Vanleett  Commissary  Conserning 
matters  of  Traftique  Sam"  Megapolensis  Doctor  of  Physick, 
Cornelius  Steenwick  Burgomaster  Oloffe  Stevenswan  Cort- 
landt  old  Burgomaster  and  James  Caussean  old  sherriffe  of 
this  City,  To  agree  w"'  the  aforesaid  Lord  Gen^"  Richard  Nicolls 
or  liis  Depdtyes  upon  further  Articles  by  these  open  L'" prom- 
ising that  we  will  faithfully  fullfill  Whatsoever  shall  by  our 
forewarned  Cora"  conserning  the  businesses  he  promised  and 
agreed  upon.  In  testimony  of  this  Its  confirm'^  by  our  Seale 
'  in  the  ffort  of  Amsterdam  in  New  Netherlands  the  5'^  of  Sep- 
tember new  stile  1664 

P.  Stutvesant. 
By  his  Order 

CoisTELius  Van  Ruyven  Sec\ 

To  all  people  Health,  These  are  to  Certifie  that  wee  the  Gov- 
ernor Gen""  and  Counsell  of  the  New  Netherlands  do  consent 
to  the  Articles  of  the  C'"  instant  agreed  upon  by  the  Comm" 
appointed  by  us,  Vizt,  M^  John  De  Decher  Counsellor  Cap' 
Nicholas  Vanleet  Commissary  concerning  matters  of  Traffi- 
que  M^  Samuell  Megapolensis  Doctor  of  Physick  M^  CorneP 
Steenwick  Burgomaster  Oloffe  Stevens  Van  Kortlant  old  bur- 
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goinaster  and  M'  James  Caussean  Old  Sheriff e  of  our  parts  And 
the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Hon''''-'  Colonell  Richard 
Nicoll,  Commander  in  Chief  of  his  Maj.  of  England's  fifriggotts 
and  fforces now  beseiging  this  Towne  and  Garrison,  that  is  to  say 
S'  Rob'  Carr  Kn'  Geo  :  CartAvright  John  Winthrop,Sam  :  AVillys, 
Thomas  Clark.  J%  John  Pinchon  on  the  other  part  and  we 
have  hereby  Testified  and  Conlirmed  them,  and  do  Acknowl- 
edge this  to  be  our  Act  and  Deed  and  shall  do  all  things  herein 
contained.  Dated  at  the  ft'ort  of  Amsterdam  in  New  Nether- 
Septemb'  S'"  10G4. 

P.  Stuyvesa>'t. 
I  Certifie  the  same 

Cou^Kiiius  Van  Ruyven  Sec^. 

At  page  36  the  word  publique,  at  page  37  the  words  and  that 
at,  at  page  38  the  \sord  him,  page  39  the  word  Amsterdam,  at 
page  42  the  word  Businesses,  and  page  43,  the  words  and  shall 
do  all  things  therein  contained  dated,  are  interlined.  The 
above  Corrections  being  made  I  do  certify  the  aforegoing,  in- 
cluded between  the  pages  30  and  43,  to  be  a  true  Copy  compared 
with  the  Record  by  me. 

RoBT.  Harpur,  D.  Sec7-*y. 


ARTICLES  OF  AGREEMENT  BETWEEN  NEW  YORK 
AND  CONNECTICUT. 

Articles  of  Agreement  Concluded  November  the  twenty 
eighth  1683  Between  the  Right  Honorable  Tho :  Dongan  Gover- 
nor under  his  R"  High'  James  Duke  of  York  Albany  &c  of  New 
York  &  its  Dependencies,  and  the  Councel,  x\nd  Robert  Trait 
Escf  Governor  of  Connecticut  Major  Nathan  Gold  Cap'  John 
Allen  Secretary  Sac  M"^  William  Pitkin  in  Commission  with  him. 

It  is  agreed  that  the  bounds  mean  or  Dividend  between  his 
Royal  Highness' territories  or  province  in  America  and  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut  forever  hereafter  shall  begin  at  a  cer- 
tain brook  or  River  call'  Byram  l)rook  River  which  River  is  be- 
tween the  Towns  of  Rye  &  Greenwych  that  is  to  say  at  the 
mouth  of  the  said  Brook  where  it  falleth  into  the  sound  at  a 
point  call'  Lyons  point  which  is  the  Eastward  point  of  Byram 
River  and  from  the  said  point  to  goe  as  the  s"  River  runneth 
to  the  place  where  the  Common  roador  wadeing  place  over  the 
said  River  is,  and  from  the  said  Road  or  wading  place  to  go 
North  North  west  into  the  Country  so  far  aswill  be  Eight  Eng- 
lish iMiles  from  rhe  afors'^  Lyons  point  and  that  a  I^ine  of  twelve 
]\Iiles  being  measured  from  the  said  Lyons  point  according  to 
the  line  or  Generall  course  of  the  Sound  Eastward  where  the 
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said  twelve  miles  endeth  another  line  shall  be  runn  from  the 
sound  eaght  Miles  into  the  Country  North  Nortli  West  and 
also  that  a  tourth  line  be  run  that  is  to  say  from  the  Northmosfc 
end  of  the  line  first  mentioned  unto  the  Northmost  end  of  the 
height  mi]e  hue  being  the  third  mentioned  line  which  fourth 
hue  witn  the  last  mentioned  line  shall  be  tlie  bounds  which 
they  shall  fall  to  runn,  an.i  that  from  the  Eastward  end  of  the 
fourth  mentioned  line  (which  is  to  be  twelve  miles  in  length) 
a  line  parallell  to  Hudsons  River  in  every  place  twentv  Miles 
distant  from  Hudsons  River  shall  be  the  bounds  then  between 
the  said  Territory  or  Province  of  New  Yorke  and  the  said  Col- 
ony of  Connecticut  so  far  as  Connecticut  Colonv  doth  extend 
Northwards  that  is  to  the  South  line  of  the  Masschusets  Col- 
ony. 

Only  it  is  provided  that  in  Case  the  line  from  Evrams  Brooks 
inouth  North  Isorth-west  eiglit  Miles  and  the  line  that  is  known 
to  runn  twelve  Miles  to  the  end  of  the  third  forementioned 
hue  of  Eight  Miles  do  diminish  or  take  away  any  land  within 
twenty  Miles  of  Hudsons  River,  that  there  so  much  is  in  land 
diminished  of  twenty  miles  from  Hudsons  Riv^er  thereby  shall 
be  added  out  of  Connecticut  bounds  unto  the  line  aforemen- 
tioned parallel  to  Hudsons  River  and  twenty  miles  distant 
from  It  the  addition  to  l,e  made  the  whole  length  of  the  said 
parallell  hne  and  in  such  breadth  as  will  make  up  quantitv 
for  quantity  what  shall  be  diminished  as  aforesaid 

That  what  Arrarages  are  due  from  the  Town  of  Rve  to  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut  for  former  Years  and  the  present  Years 
rate  shall  be  paid  to  Connecticut. 

That  two  Surveyors  be  appointed  the  one  from  New  Tork 
and  the  other  from  Connecticut  to  make  a  Survey  &c  Run  the 
beforementioned  lines  partitions  Limitts  &c  bounds  between 
His  R>  Highs^  Province  of  New  York  and  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut and  the  Surveyors  are  to  meet  at  the  Town  of  Stand- 
ford  on  the  first  Wednes.lay  of  October  next  ensuing  and  to  be 
directed  by  one  of  the  Council  and  two  More  Commissionated 
trom  each  Gfovernm'. 

That  if  it  shall  please  the  Kings  Maj^  and  His  Rovall  High- 
ness to  accept  and  (Conform  these  Articles  they  shall  be  good  to 
all  intents  for  ever  between  his  Rovall  Highness  and  his  heirs 
<to  Assyness  &  the  Corporation  of  Connecticut  &  their  Sue 
cessors.  And  this  Agreement  to  be  in  full  force  power  and  Vir- 
tue from  the  Day  of  the  Date  hereof.  In  Witnesse  whereof  the 
parties  abovementioned  have  to  these  presents  Interchangiblv 
set  their  Hands  and  Sea.s  at  ITort  .James  in  New  Yorke  tl/e 
twenty  eighth  Day  of  November  in  the  sr,'^  Year  of  his  Mai'^-' 
Reign  Annoq:  Dom.  1688. -Rob' Treat  fseail  xNathan  Gold  [seal] 
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.lohn  Allyn  [seal]  WilliaTii  Pitkin  fseul].  iSyned  Sealed  &  De- 
livered in  tlie  presence  of  John  Spragg  Seer*  Matthias  NicoUs, 
Geo  Brearton. 

At  page  44  the  words  and  from  the  said  Road  or  Wading  place 
to  go.  and  the  word  Miles,  also  at  page  4')  the  Words  which 
fourth  Line  with  the  first  mentioned  Line  are  interlined.  The 
above  Corrections  being  made,  I  do  certify  the  aforegoing  in- 
cluded between  the  pages  44  and  4G  to  be  a  true  Copy  compared 
with  the  Record  by  me. 

RoBT.  Harpuii,  D.  Secr'-y. 


At  A  Council  held  at  Fort  William  Henry  the  18">  of  Jan""? 
169:1 

Present  His  Exc^  Ben  :  Fletcher 
Fred :  Philips  1  Chid  Brooke  I 

Steph  Cortland       !   ^  Will  Nicolls  '  ^^^^, 

Nich  Bayaixl  |     "^  Will  Pinhorne         [ 

Gab  Monveille        j  Caleb  Heathcote  J 

His  Exe^  did  acqtiaint  the  Council  that  he  had  sent  the  for- 
going day  in  writeing  to  the  ueigliljouring  Colonies  for  Assist- 
ance and  though  there  is  no  Encouragement  from  Connecticut 
to  expect  any  yet  Counted  it  a  duty  to  give  them  the  intelli- 
gence and  leave  it  their  tloor. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  William  Henry  the  10'"  Day  of 
August  16U5 

Present 
His  Exc''  Benjamin  Fletcher,  &c 
Steph  Cortland    \  Peter  Schuyler         I  Esar^ 

Nich  Bayard  -  Esqr"  Caleb  Heathcote       i 

Will"  Nicolls  ) 

His  Exc-'^  did  acquaint  the  Council  that  he  had  an  account 
from  Albany  last  night  that  the  French  wereendeavouring  with 
all  the  Force  they  can  spat-e  to  resettle  Cadaraqui  and  the 
Indians  call  for  our  assistance  which  is  the  reason  of  His  Exc"" 
calling  the  Councel  Toarether  this  Day  to  hear  their  opinion. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Councel  that  as  many  forces  as  can 
be  spared  from  the  Companys  upon  the  Frontiers  be  ordered 
to 'march  towards  the  Assistance  of  the  Indians  so  that  the 
Garrison  be  not  exposed  to  apparent  Danger  and  that  they 
must  be  supplyed  wjth  things  necessai-y  for  such  a  March. 

Resolved  it  is  for  liis  Mati'^  service  that  Maj"^  Peter  Schuvier 
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forthwith  go  to  Albany  and  lead  those  men  that  are  to  be  de- 
taclied  from  his  own  and  the  other  Company  with  such  of  the 
people  of  the  Country  as  are  willing  to  march  unto  the  Castles 
of  tlie  Mohaques  to  show  the  Readynesse  of  this  Gfovernment 
to  their  Assistance  and  acquaint  the  Indians  the  reason  of  their 
not  coining  sooner  is  want  of  earlier  intelligence. 

His  ExcJ  did  likewise  acquaint  the  Council  he  hath  received 
a  letter  fi-om  Connecticut  whereby  they  seem  to  deny  the  giv- 
ing of  any  assistance  to  this  Provance  notwithstanding  the 
Royal  Commands  they  acknowledged  to  have  received  &  his 
Exc"  application  to  them  and  expect  that  if  they  send  any  men 
their  Government  shall  defray  their  charge. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Council  that  his  ExC  do  write  to 
them  once  more  and  Gfive  them  account  that  their  is  Intelle- 
gence  the  French  are  endeavouring  to  Resettle  Cadaraqui. 


At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  William  Henry  the  2*  of  December 
1695 

Presem 
His  Ecellency  Benjamin  Fletcher  &c 
Steph  Cortlandt     j 
Nich  Bayard  j^  Esqr^ 

Caleb  Heathcote   | 

His  ExC  did  acquaint  the  Council  that  he  has  rec^  intilligence 
from  the  Leut  Govern'  of  New  bingland  that  there  is  a  design 
against  Albany  by  1500  men  from  Canida.  It  is  the  opinion  of 
the  Council  there  is  now  no  possibility  of  transporting  men 
up  the  River  from  hence  and  they  advise  his  Exc^  to  make  ap- 
plicacon  to  Conneeticutt  for  their  quota  to  march  forthwith  to 
Albany  it  being  possible  for  them  to  drive  their  provision  along 
with  them. 


At  a  Councel  held  at  Fort  William  Henry  the  14'''  of  Decern' 
1695. 

Present 
His  Excelly  Benjamin  Fletcher  &c 
Fred  Philips  >  gg^^,  Williain  Pinhorn)   ^ 

Nich  Bayard  >         ^  Caleb  Heathcote  >"     ^^^ 

His  Excell'^  did  communicate  the  Answer  of  Govern'  Treate 
from  Conneeticutt  whereby  he  promisith  endeavours  and  di- 
sires  assistance  from  this  Province  of  provison  &  ammunicon 
for  the  quota.     The  Council  are  of  opinion  they  ought  to  find 
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provision  for  their  quota  and  that  it  can  more  easily  be  per- 
formed by  them  than  from  hence.  That  they  have  so  often  fal- 
sifyed  it  cannot  be  believed  they  intend  us  assistance.  His  Ex- 
celjy  did  offer  that  notwithstanding  the  unreasonableness  of 
their  Demand  he  is  wilUntr  to  supply  them  with  ammunition 
out  the  Kings  stores. 


At  a  Council  held  at  His  Maj'^  Fort  in  New  York  the  20"^  of 
A  prill  1696. 

Present 
His  Excell'^  Ben.  Fletcher  &;c 
Steph  Cortlandt  )  ^       ,         Will  Pinhorn        ^  j,^^^., 
Nich  Bayard  >  Caleb  Heathcote) 

His  Excel!''  did  communicate  to  the  Council  his  letter  to 
Connecticut  wherein  he  desiies  them  to  contribute  Sixty  men 
for  the  recruiting  the  Companys  at  Albany  for  One  Yeare 
prorairising  them  Arms  Amunition  pay  and  £3  advance  to  each 
man  which  was  approved. 


At  a  Councel  held  at  his  Maj'  Fort  in  New  Yorke  the  26'"  Day 
of  May  1690. 

Present 
His  RxcelP  Ben  :  Fletcher  & 
Fred  Philips  ]  Gab  Monveille       1 

Steph  Cortlandt   r  Esqr'  John  liaurence       \  Esqr' 

Nich  Bayard  J  Caleb  Heathcote  J 

His  Excell"^  did  communicate  a  letter  from  the  Govern'  &  Gen' 
Assembly  of  Connecticut  whereby  they  evade  giving  any  com- 
plyance  to  his  Excell"  last  applicacon  for  Recruits. 

The  Councel  are  of  opinion  that  nothing  is  to  be  expected 
from  them  but  Shuffling  &  Evasions. 

Ordered  the  Clerk  of  the  Council  do  write  an  answer  to  it. 


At  a  Council   held  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  the  City  of 
New  Yorke  the  thirtieth  day  of  June  1740. 

Present 

His  Excellency  the  Hono**'"^  George  Clinton 

M'"  Livingston    i  M"^  Courtlandt     »      M""  Moore 

•M'  Kennedy       i  ISl'  Harmanden   >      M''  Bayard 

His   Excellency  communicated    to  the  Board   a  Letter  from 

Governor  Laws  of  (Jonnecticut  Advising  among  other  things, 

That  he  had  proposed  to  the  Assembly  of  his  Government  to 

bear  a  part  of  the  Expence  In  hiring  the  Six  Nations,  Who 
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were  of  Opinion  that  was  unreasona))le  to  expect  it  from 
them  as  tliuse  Indians  are  in  the  Government  of  New  Yorke 
and  the  Forces  on  the  Expedition  are  to  go  by  Water. 

At  page  48  the  words  be  spared  from  the  Companys  upon 
the  Frontiers  be  ordered  to  are  interlined. 

The  above  Correction  being  made  I  do  certify  the  aforegoing 
included  between  the  pages  47  and  52  to  be  a  true  Copy  com- 
pared with  the  Record  by  me. 

RoBT.  Harpur,  J).  Secr'y. 


The  People  of  the  State  of  New  York,  by  the  Grace  of  God 
Free  and  Independent — To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall 
come  send  Greeting:  Know  Y'^e  that  we  having  inspected  cer- 
tain records  remaining  in  our  Secretary's  office  of  our  said 
State  do  find  there  certain  writings  in  the  Words  and  Figures 
contained  in  the  Book  of  Schedule  hereunto  annexed,  from  page 
1  to  page  52  (except  the  Certificates  of  Robert  Harpur  Esquire 
Deputy  Secretary  of  our  said  State  subscribed  to  the  said  papers 
respectively,  and  except  also  the  Notes  of  Referrence  in  the  mar- 
gin designating  the  Books  pages  and  files  from  which  the  said 
Copies  were  taken;  All  which  we  have  caused  to  be  exemplified 
by  these  presents.  In  Testimony  Whereof  we  have  caused 
these  our  Letters  to  be  made  Patent,  and  the  Great  Seal  of 
our  said  State  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Witness  our  trusty  and 
well  beloved  George  Clinton  Esquire  Governor  of  our  said 
State  General  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  all  the  Militia  and 
Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  Same  At  Poughkeepsie  the  Six- 
teenth day  of  October  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty 
two,  and  of  our  Independence  the  Seventh. 

Geo  :  Clinton 

Passed  the  Secretary's  Office  October  16'"  1782, 

RoBT.  Harpur,  D.  Secr'y. 


APPROVAL  OF  THE  TREATY  OF  HARTFORD. 


[l  s]  Weversdyck. 

Manifestation  of  the  approbation  of  the  herein  Contained 
Treaty  concluded  at  Hertford  Touching  the  Limitts  between 
New  Netherlands  and  New  England  &c. 
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The  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  To  all  to 
whom  these  presence  shall  cojne  or  in  any  wise  appear  Greeting 
make  known  Whereas  unto  us  was  delivered  for  the  Directors 
of  the  Pattented  West  India  Company  at  the  Chamber  of  Am- 
sterdam the  Extract  out  of  the  Articles  of  agreement  made  and 
Concluded  at  Hertford  sittuate  in  Conetticot  the  nineteenth 
September  1650.  As  well  Toutching  the  Partition  of  Limitts 
])etween  New  Netherland  and  New  England  as  otherwise  here- 
after at  large  inserted. 

Extract  out  of  the  Articles  of  Agreement  made  and  con- 
cluded at  Hertford  sitnale  in  Conetticot  the  19  September 
1G50  Between  the  Arbiters  of  the  Hon'''  Cummissioners  of  the 
United  English  Colloniesand  Petro  Stuyvesand  Director  Gen 
or  Governour  of  New  Netherland. 

Concerning  the  Partition  or  Setling  the  Limitts  Between 
the  United  English  Collonies  and  the  Dutch  Province  of  New 
Netherland  we  agree  &  conclude  as  follows : 

That  from  the  Westermost  part  of  Oyster  bay  a  ijine  be  run 
in  a  direct  Course  to  the  Sea  Shore,  and  that  such  shall  he 
Partition  Line  of  Limitts  between  the  Dutch  &  English  on 
Long  Island,  The  Easterly  part  for  the  English  and  the  West- 
erly part  for  the  Dutch. 

The  Limitts  on  the  Main  shall  take  their  Beginning  on  the 
West  Side  of  Greenwhich  Bay  beingabout  four  miles  from  Stan- 
ford and  so  to  run  on  a  northerly  Cours  Twenty  miles.  Provided 
the  s'"*  Line  doth  not  come  within  Ten  miles  to  the  North 
River,  Conformable  as  it  shall  be  fixed  by  the  two  Governours, 
that  of  the  Dutch,  and  of  New  Haven.  It  is  also  aggreed  that 
the  Dutch  shall  not  build  any  hotises  after  this  within  six  miles 
from  those  Limitts.  The  Inhabitants  of  Greenwhich  to  re- 
main under  the  Dutch  Government  to  farther  order  &  Consid- 
eration. 

That  the  Dutch  shall  hold  and  possess  the  Lands  at  Hertford 
now  in  their  actual  possession  by  several  marks  distinguished 
&  Seperated  from  the  other  Lands,  and  all  the  other  Lands  on 
both  sides  of  the  fresh  River  to  be  and  remain  belonging  to 
the  English.  It  is  also  aggreed  that  the  aforesaid  partition  of 
Limitts  both  on  the  Island  and  on  the  Main  shall  unmolested 
be  punctually  observeil  both  by  the  English  United  Collonies 
and  of  the  Dutch  Nation  untill  such  time  the  matter  be  settled 
&  finally  Concluded  in  Europe  by  mutual  Consent  of  l)()th 
parties,  of  the  Powers  of  England  &  Holland. 

As  Concerning  Fugitives.— It  is  aggreed  that  the  same 
method  subsisting  or  in  Use  between  the  English  United  Col- 
lonies and  the  Dutch  nation  in  those  parts  of  New  Netherland 
according  to  the  Eight  article,  then  fixed,  be  duely  observed — 
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Concerning  the  Proposal  of  a  farther  &  more  close  Union  and 
nenclsh,p  between  the  English  &  the  Dutch  Nation  in    ifo   ! 

Zulf  r   n  '"  '''^'  '^'''  """  ^«^^""«  Consideration  by  tl,e 

menld  tor"''""."''"  '""*  ^^  '"^'^  ^^  strongly  Recon. 
mended  to  them  on  then-  next  annual  Meeting  of  the  Con, 

rrcllld  st^'  ^:V^-^;»-"-V  o^  our  Unite<l  ^ppr^bltioHf 
the  Recited  several  Conclusions  We  have  subscribed  to  the.e 
with  our  own  Hands  this  Nineteenth  September  ]0.-,0      Un  ler 

^":t  Bir-.^^^^"*'-^"'  ^'---  ^-"-'  ^^--  wrii/t: 

&The  V  •.'  f  f  ^^'  ""  ^"^'"'■'^  Deliberation  on  the  Articles 
bv  th  s?"  '''"'"'  '"'^^"  "PP'-"^'^^^  ^-^  R-"'«ed^  as  we  do 

orderherTT"!:  "'T'''  ^"^^  ^""^«^  ^^^^  «--'  Required 

be  vLnr*:^;?;/r  ''"'  "^^  ^^'^^^^^  ^^^  ^--^  thereof  shaH 

be  valhd,  and  by  every  one  under  our  Obedience  who  it  mav 
any  w,se  concerne,  be  obeyed,  and  that  thevquare  their 
Co^n^rrvThrr^f '  •^■'  ""'°?  "^^'"^  °^  Sufrerif^g^ri::  acted 
deem     nU  1^  T.^""'"'   ""^  °"^'  ^'^^'^''   Displeasure  as  we 

J^xecuted  in  the  Hague  under  Great  Seal,  &  Hand  &  Seal  of 
our  Secretary  ye  22  februa  I60G 

Prnferdirs'^L^T""'^  ''^"^^^'"  '"""^^  ^«  aggreewith  of 
Pioceedings  in  the  Secretarv  Office  of  their  High  Mightinesses. 

True  Copy  of  the  Record,  examined  by  me  "'  ^'^'''''^" 

RoBT.  Harpur,  D.  Secr'y. 


PATENT  FOR  THE  WEST  INDIA   COMPANY. 

[li  s.  ]    AVea^ersdyck. 

Pattent  for  the  West  India  Cojnpagnie. 
The  States^General  of  the    United    Netherlands,  Too  all   to 

trZl^ZrT'  ^'^""  ^^'"^'  ''^  --'  -• '— >  ^o  ^e  read? 
Causes  IVv,  ""'  ''""'  "'  ^^"  ^"  *^^«  >-^^  ^^^l  for  sundr; 

to  Raise  E^rriT'""'  "'  thereunto  moving  have  found  meet 
West    Ind  „   r  """^  '"  ^"^'  Dominions  a  Society  called  the 

ofothersl  ^^'"P;^"^^'"  o'-^-'-  thereby  &  with  the  Exclusion 
&  CoaTts  of  A ff"  f  ""  Navigation  to  prevail  on  the  Lands 
&  Coasts  of  Affrica,  from  the  Tropick  of  Cancer  to  Cape  the 


320  THE  DUTCH  RECORDS 

Good  Hope,  and  the  Lauds  of  America  or  West  India,  begin- 
ning from  the  South  End  of  New  found  laud  or  Terre  Nova 
tiirough  the  Streights  of  Maggelanes  and  Jjemaire,  or  other 
passages  &  streights  thereaViouts  situated,  to  the  Streights  of 
Anjan  so  on  the  Nortli  as  the  South  Seas,  and  all  the  Islands 
on  the  one  or  other  side  situated  or  between  them  also  Reach- 
ing to  the  Southern  Lands  sittuate  between  the  Two  Meridians 
Reaching  to  the  East  Cape  the  Good  Hope,  And  on  the  West 
the  East  End  of  Nova  Guenea  Included.  We  Grant  by  the 
Second  y^rticle  of  our  Grant  or  Octrooy  on  the  Third  day  of 
June  ]G21  under  our  Great  Seal  given  to  them  and  farther  ex- 
pressed that  they  the  said  may  in  our  Name  and  authority 
within  the  Limetts  aforesaid  may  niake  Contracts  &  Alliances 
with  Princes  &  the  Natives  of  the  Lands  therein  Comprehended. 
Moreover  to  build  fortresses  &  places  of  Security.  Appoint 
Governours,  People  &  officers  of  War  &  to  execute  Justice,  to 
the  maintaining  «t  keeping  good  Decorum  for  their  own  safety 
&  to  keep  a  due  Course  of  Government  to  promote  Trade  & 
Commers — To  nominate  depose  and  again  appoint  others,  and 
in  particular  that  they  promote  Encrease  &  to  peojile  the 
Country  in  those  Wild  Deserts  and  the  aforesaid  Comp^  by  Vir- 
tue of  our  sincere  Intentions  and  by  virtue  of  our  Grant  hav- 
ing began  to  settle  in  New  Netherland  on  the  Coasts  of  North 
America,  notwithstanding  some  ill  afifected  persons  to  our  State 
&  Comp"^  have  have  wrongfully  cast  their  Aspersions,  as  if  we 
had  only  granted  to  the  Comp'^  Liberty  to  Trade  only,  and  not 
also  to  people  the  Country,  and  to  posses  &  inhabit  the  Lands 
for  that  End  Disputing  the  Right  of  said  Compagny. 

Be  it  therefore  Known  unto  all  whom  it  may  Concerne  that 
our  Intention  in  the  above  Recited  Grant,  and  Real  meaning 
was  no  other,  nor  is  yet  but  that  the  said  Compagny  Confor- 
mable thereto  and  by  virtue  thereof  is  Impowered  &  has  a 
Right  to  plant  Collonies  and  to  people  the  Country  on  all  such 
Lands  as  are  not  occupied  by  others,  as  far  as  the  Limetts 
above  Recited  Extend,  and  particular  that  they  reserve  to 
themselves  (by  vertue  of  the  before  Recited  Grant  and  by 
Discovering  &  occupying  the  Fresh  River  and  other  parts  more 
Easterly  on  in  New  Netherland  situate  &  extending  to  Cape 
Cod.  and  from  Cape  Henloopen,  and  fifteen  miles  more  South) 
a  Right  to  settle  as  it  is  provisionaly  Limmetted  between  the 
King  of  Great  Brittain  and  us,  to  adjust  as  above,  by  virtue 
of  our  Grant  Their  Limetts  conformable  the  Provisional  Treaty 
of  Limetts  between  the  two  powers  in  the  year  1650,  fixed  in 
America,  Approved  &  Rattified  by  us  22  february  16o6,  In  man- 
ner following  :  that  is  on  the  Main  from  the  West  side  of  Green- 
which  bay  being  about  four  Miles  from  Stanfort,  and  thus  to 
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run  into  the  Land  on  a  Northerly  Course  Twenty  miles,  Pro- 
vided such  Line  does  not  come  within  Ten  Miles  from  the  North 
River.  And  farther  on  Long  Island  from  the  Westermost  part 
of  Oyster  Bay  on  a  direct  tSouth  Line  to  the  Sea.  Remaining 
provisions,!  &  Conformable  to  Treaty  aforesaid  the  Eastren 
part  of  the  said  Island  for  the  English,  and  the  Westermost 
for  the  Dutch,  to  the  "West  India  CompJ^  before  mentioned, 
And  the  Inhabitants  of  those  parts  of  New  Netherlands.  Where- 
fore we  require  &  desire  all  Emperours,  Kings,  Republicks, 
Princes,  &  Governours  friends  &;  allies  of  this  State  or  Re- 
gency, or  those  that  observe  a  Neuteralety  with  them  That 
they  may  not  interrupt  the  abovementioned  Comp^^  but  leave 
them  at  Quiet  &  unmolested  in  their  peaceable  possession,  they 
will  lay  us  under  obligation  to  Retaliate  the  same  to  their 
Neighbours:  Hereby  charging  &  expressly  Commanding  all 
and  every  one  in  our  Service  and  under  our  Laws  &  Govern- 
ment, particular  the  Inhabitants  of  the  aforesaid  Limetts,  to 
behave  &  Regulate  their  Conduct  percisely  Conformable  to 
this  Treaty,  without  acting  or  suffer  others  to  act  Contrary 
thereto  on  forfeiture  of  our  protection,  and  to  merret  our  Just 
Indignation  and  to  be  punnished  with  severity  as  Disturbers 
of  the  Peace  and  Disobedient  Members  will  be  adequate  to 
their  Crimes — Dated  in  the  Hague  under  our  Great  Seal  Signed 
and  Sealed  by  our  Secretary  on  the  28  January  1664. 

These  neatly  Compared  aggrees  with  the  Book  of  Acts  &  Pro- 
ceedings Lodged  in  the  Secretary  Office  of  their  High  Might- 
inesses. 

H.  Fagel. 

True  Copy  of  the  Record,  examined  by  me 

RoBT.  Harpur,  D.  Secr*y. 


The  people  of  the  State  of  New  York,  By  the  Grace  of  God, 
Free  and  Independent,  To  all  to  whom  thesepresents  shall  come 
send  Greeting.  Know  ye  that  we  having  inspected  certain  Rec- 
ords remaining  in  our  Secretary's  office  of  our  said  State  do 
find  there  certain  Writings  in  the  Words  and  figures  contained 
in  the  Book  or  Schedule  hereunto  annexed  from  page  1  to 
page  6  inclusive;  (except  the  Certificates  of  Robert  Harpur 
Esquire  Deputy  Secretary  of  our  said  State  subscribed  to  me 
said  papers  respectively)  all  which  we  have  caused  to  be  Ex- 
emplified by  these  Presents :  In  testimony  whereof  we  have 
Caused  these  our  Letters  to  be  made  Patent  and  the  Great 
Seal  of  our  said  State  to  be  hereunto  affixed:  Witness  our 
21— Vol.  XVIII. 
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Trusty  and  Welibeloved  George  Clinton  Esquire  Governor  of 
our  said  State  General  and  C-ommander  in  Chief  of  all  the 
Militia  and  Admiral  of  the  Navy  of  the  same  :  At  Poughkeepsie 
the  Seventh  day  of  November  iu  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  two,  and  of  our  Inde- 
pendence the  Seventh. 
Passed  the  Secretary's  ofbce  7""  Novem"'  1782. 

ROBT.  Harpur,  D.  Sec7-'i/. 


LETTERS 


Pennsylvania  Claimants 


State's    Commissioners. 
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claima:nts. 


Memorial  of  Josepth  Wharton. 

The  Memorial  and  Representation  of  Joseph  Wharton,  of  the 
City  of  Phladelphia,  to  the  honorable  William  Irvine,  Thomas 
Boude  and  Andrew  Porter,  Commissioners  appointed  by  law, 
to  adjust  and  a,scertain  the  value  of  Lands  in  the  Seventeen 
townships,  in  Luzerne  County,  belonging  to  Pennsylvania, 
setteth  forth  : 

1".  That  your  Memorialist  was  one  of  the  earliest  purchasers 
of  land,  after  the  treaty  at  Fort  Stanwix.  on  the  North  East 
and  Easterly  sides  of  the  river  Susquehanna,  formerly  in  North- 
umberland County,  and  of  other  tracts  which  lay  on  a  path 
leading  from  Wyoming  to  Onaquaga  town,  but  now  in  Luzerne 
County. 

S""*.  That  12  of  the  said  tracts  are  on  the  said  river. 

3"^.  That  10  of  these  12  tracts  were  surveyed  the  23  Septem', 
1773,  In  pursuance  of  Order  dated  the  23'^  April,  17G9.  One 
other  tract  the  23"^  September,  1773,  Order  of  the  3"^  April,  1769, 
and  that  the  12""  tract  on  the  river  was  surveyed  the  25"' 
Atigust,  1774,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  dated  the  9""  day  of 
May,  1774. 

4"'.  That  the  two  other  tracts  situated  on  the  creek  Micheanga 
or  Red  Bank  creek  (but  is  laid  down,  I  am  told,  in  Reading 
Howells  map  to  be  "Wappasining  creek),  and  empty  themselves 
into  the  Susquehanna,  were  surveyed  the  15th  and  16th  days  of 
August,  1774,  on  Warrants  dated  the  9th  May,  1774,  lying  within 
the  Seventeen  Townships  aforesaid. 

5th.  That  8  tracts  are  on  a  path  leading  from  Wyoming  to 
Onaquaga  town  in  the  names  of  Thomas,  William,  Solon,  Isaac, 
Carpenter  and  .lames  Wharton,  and  of  Charles  Jervasand  John 
Shaw,  Jun'. ,  and  were  all  surveyed  on  or  about  the  18th  or 
19th  of  September,  1774.  on  AVarrants  dated  the  9th  May,  1774. 

6th.  That  the  whole  of  your  memorialists  Land  in  Luzerne 
County  aforesaid,  consisting  of  twenty-two  tracts,  were  sur- 
veyed by  Charles  Stewart,  Deputy  Surveyor,  and  are  herewitl) 
handed  to  you  in  regular  Drafts  taken  from  the  liand  office, 
and  all  of  them  distinctly  and  separately  laid  down  on  a  Sheet 
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of  paper  with  the  dates  of  Surveys,  respective  Boundaries,  and 
names  of  the  adjoining  proprietors,  so  that  your  Memoriali.st 
apprehends  the  descriptions  are  so  clear,  as  to  render  the  di^- 
covery  of  each  tract  eligible  and  pleasing  to  the  Commissioners. 

7tli.  That  the  two  tracts  in  the  names  of  Jac.  Burkholder 
and  Samuel  Jjefever,  situate,  the  one  about  ^  mile  above  the 
mouth  of  Meshawjiing  creek,  and  tlie  other  about  U  mile 
above  tlie  mouth  of  saiil  creek,  are  caveated,  I  have  been  told 
by  Colonel  Hartley,  but  I  am  assured  b%-  Mr.  Hall  and  the 
other  quondam  oflicers  of  the  Land  oflBce,  that  the  Col's.  Lands 
are  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  consequently  that  his 
claim  cannot  affect  me.  You  will,  however,  be  pleased  to  ex- 
amine the  two  tracts  and  ascertain  tlie  value  of  them  accord- 
ing to  law,  leaving  the  title  hereafter  to  be  decided  by  the 
Boarr"  of  Property,  if  this  is  the  right  mode  of  2)'>'0cedure. 

8th.  That  19  tracts  were  patented  by  me  in  Mr.  Reeds  admin- 
istration, and  the  remaind<^r  under  Governor  Mifflin,  and  that 
these  as  well  as  my  Deed  of  Conveyance  to  tlie  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania are  duly  lodged  in  the  proper  office  at  T^ancaster,  ob- 
serving, however,  that  my  Conveyance  was  the  l"made  to  the 
State,  under,  and  conformable,  to  the  Wyoming  Law. 

I  believe,  Gentlemen,  I  have  given  every  description  nec- 
essary respecting  the  Situations  and  titles  of  my  Lands.  It  re- 
mains for  me  to  mention  that  my  claim  is  evidently  unquestion- 
able, and  from  their  being  nearly  the  first  wliich  were  located 
and  surveyed  after  the  Inilian  purchase  at  Fort  Stanwix,  the 
Lands  must,  in  general,  and  on  the  Miclieanga  or  Red  Bank 
creek,  be  of  the  1"  quality;  and  hence  I  confide,  will  be  en- 
titled to  the  highest  legal  valuation  (altho'  to  my  sorrow 
*  *  *  *  inadequate  to  their  worth  after  a  30  years  villainous 
detention  from  me,)  by  your  equitable  allowance.  I  am  aware 
of  the  industry  and  insinuations  whicn  the  Connecticut  peo- 
ple will  make  against  the  quality  of  the  Soil,  and  their  hope  to 
have  each  tract  divided  and  subdivided,  so  as  to  be  able  if  pos- 
sible, to  reduce  the  valuat"  to  their  great  benefit,  and  to  my  ex- 
treme injiwy,  but  your  knowledge  of  Land,  your  characters, 
and  the  sacred  trust  reposed  in  you  by  the  State,  dispel  every 
fear  and  apprehension  from  tlieir  evil  suggestions  and  machin- 
.ations.  • 

Whether  the  Eight  tracts  lying  in  the  path  leading  from 
Wyoming  to  Onaquaga  will  fall  within  the  limits  of  any  or 
either  of  the  17  towns.  I  cannot  tell.  If  they  should  not,  and 
my  presumption  may  not  be  too  great,  I  shall  hold  it  a  singular 
favor  in  you  to  enquire  their  Quality  and  exact  Situation  with 
the  probability  of  a  S|)eedy  sale,  and  at  what  price,  and  to 
honor  me  with  your  answer  verbally  or  by  Letter. 
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There  is  one  thing  more  I  am  anxious  to  engage  your  atten- 
tion upon  and  Compliance  with,  and  that  is  that  you  will  in- 
duJge  me  in  proceeding  to  and  estimating  the  Northernmost 
land  in  the  17  townships y^rs^ 

My  reason  for  this  Solicitation  is  that  I  have  repurchased  the 
remainder  of  my  Estate  from  certain  obdurate  Assignees,  who 
are  as  flexible  to  ill  as  they  are  cruel  by  nature,  and  to  these 
men  I  am  constrained  to  pay  Interest  of  at  least  i;400  p'  Annum, 
until  your  honorable  Board  make  your  return  into  the  office, 
and  thereby  enable  me  to  discharge  my  Contract.  There  is  no 
other  Pennsylvanian  in  this  unhappy  predicament,  nor  any 
man  whose  misfortunes  have  been  more  calamitous,  and  whose 
deprivations  of  fortune  has  been  so  great,  and  for  so  many 
years  so  afflicting  as  mine,  by  these  men,  "if  men  they  can  be 
called.*'  Therefore,  I  cast  myself  on  your  Justice  and  Kind- 
ness, and  remain, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient,  humble  Servant, 

Jo.  Wharton. 
Philad*.,  Mar.  28,  1800. 

Generals  William  Irvine,  Thomas  Boude  and  Col.  Andrew 

Porter,  Commissioners. 

P.  S.  the  Map  of  my  Land  is  delivered  to . 

Memorial  of  Isaac  Wharton  and  Others. 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of 
Assembly,  entitled  "An  Act  for  offering  compensation  to  the 
Penn  ylvania  Claimants  of  certain  Lands,  within  the  17  town- 
ships, in  the  County  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purposes  therein 
mentioned."' 

The  Memorial  of  Isaac  Wharton.  Samuel  Howell,  Samuel 
Pleasants  and  Caleb  Foulke,  surviving  Assignees  of  Joseph 
Wharton,  Philadelphia,  merchant,  respectfully  sheweth.  That 
the  said  Joseph  Wharton,  on  the  third  day  of  November,  1774, 
made  a  general  assignment  to  your  memorialists,  together 
with  Rees  Meredith,  Thomas  Wharton  and  John  Shaw,  who 
are  since  deceased,  of  all  and  singular  his  Lands,  tenements  &; 
hereditaments,  in  trust  for  the  paym'  of  his  debts,  among 
which  were  the  following  tracts  of  Land,  viz:  Three  certain 
tracts  or  parcels,  of  Land,  situate  near  a  path  leading  from 
Wioiiiing  to  Annaquaga.  township,in  the  County  of  Northum- 
berland, in  the  said  State  of  Pennsylvania,  one  of  them  called 
"  Wharton's  Lake. " 

Beginning  at  a  Maple  tree,  in  a  line  of  John  Shee's  Land, 
thence  by  the  same  and  by  lands  of  Benth,  Shee,  N.  45°,  East 
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200  perches  to  a  post,  a  corner  of  Charles  Stewart's  Land, thence 
by  the  said  Charles  Stewarts  land  N.  45°  West  290  perches  to  a 
Maple,  a  corner  of  John  Wharton's  Land,  South  45°  W.  200 
perches  to  a  Beech,  a  corner  of  Williaui  Jones's  Land,  thence 
by  the  said  William  Jones's  Land  S.  45°  East  290  perches  to 
the  place  of  beginning,  containing  342  acr^s.  besides  the  usual 
allowance  of  0  per  Cent,  for  roads,  inc.  One  other  of  them  ad- 
joining lands,  stirveyed  to  Samuel  Richards  and  others.  Be- 
ginning at  a  Maple,  in  a  line  of  vacant  Land,  thence  by  the 
same  S.  45°  East  180  perches  to  a  Maple,  the  corner  of  Isaac 
Wharton's  Land,  thence  by  the  said  Isaac  Wharton's  Land 
and  Lands  of  John  Shaw,  Jr.,  N.  45°  E.  312  perches  to  an  ash, 
in  the  line  of  William  Jones's  land,  thence  by  the  said  AVilliam 
Jones's  land  and  land  of  Judah  Foulke  N.  45°  West  180  perches 
to  a  post,  a  corner  of  the  said  Samuel  Richards  Land,  thence 
by  the  same  S.  45°  W.  312  perches  to  the  place  of  Beginning, 
containing  331  acres  and  the  usual  allowance  aforesaid,  and 
the  other  of  them  adjoining  land  surveyed  for  John  Wharton. 
Beginning  at  a  Beech  tree  in  a  line  (words  here  erased)  *  *  *  * 
Land,  thence  by  the  same  N.  45°  East  100  ps.  to  a  post  in  the 
line  *  *  *  *  (words  here  erased)  *  *  *  Land,  thence  by  the  same 
and  Land  of  Thomas  Wharton  N.  45°  W.  320  perches  to  a  post 
in  a  line  of  Isaac  Wharton's  land  and  Land  of  *  *  *  (words  here 
erased)  *  *  *  S.  45°  West  100  perchs  to  a  Maple,  thence  S.  450 
East  320  perclies  ro  the  place  of  Beginning,  containing  302 
acres,  besides  the  usual  allowance  of  6  per  Cent,  for  roads,  &c.  ; 
one  other  of  them  called  "Constitutional  right,"  containing 
310  acres,  and  allowance  of  G  per  Cent,  for  roads,  &c.  ;  one  other 
of  them  called  "Wharton  Farm,"  containing  280f  As.  &  allow" 
aforesaid  ;  One  other  of  them  called  "Independence,"  contain- 
ing 324  as. ,  31  p.  &  allowance  aforesaid  ;  One  other  of  them 
called  "Revolu<^ion,"  containing  322j  and  allowance  aforesaid  : 
One  other  of  them  called  "Washington  Farm,"'  contanifng  33(i 
As.,  130  p.  and  allowance  aforesaid  ;  one  of  them  called  "Roch- 
ambeau,"  containing  317  acres  and  allowance  aforesaid  ;  One  of 
them  called  "Congress,''  containing  302  acres  and  allowance 
aforesaid  ;  One  other  of  them  called  "Bancroft  Hall,"  contain- 
ing 286 J  as.  and  allowance  aforesaid  ;  One  other  of  them  called 
"Bromley  Farm,"  containing  342  as.  and  allowance  aforesaid  ; 
One  other  of  them  called  "Great  Meadows,"  containing  305^^ 
and  allowance  aforesaid;  One  other  of  therti  called  "Luzerne 
Farm,"  containing  342  as.  and  allowance  aforesaid  ;  One  other 
of  them  called"  West  over,  "containing  253:V  as.  &  allowance  afore- 
said ;  One  other  of  them  called  "Bunker's  hill,"  cont'g  2G3  acres 
and  'I  &  allowance  afoi-esaid  ;  One  other  of  them  called  "AVhigs 
Delight,'"  containing  30 If  as.  &  allowance  afores"' ;  One  other 
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of  them  called  "Camden  Place,"  containing  330  as.  and  allow- 
ance aforesaid  ;  One  other  of  them  called  •"  Financier,"  contain- 
ing^ 318  acres  and  allowance  aforesaid  ;  One  other  of  them  called 
"Relief  from  Tyranny,"  containing  304  acres  and  allo\vance 
aforesaid;  One  other  of  them  called  "Royal  LtJwis,"  contain- 
ing 319  acres  and  allowance  aforesaid  ;  One  other  of  them  called 
"  Walpole  Farm,"  containing  320f  as.  and  allowance  aforesaid  ; 
Which  Lands  yonr  Memorialists  belie%'e  &  are  apprized,  fall 
■within  the  purview  and  description  of  the  Act  of  Assembly 
under  which  you  are  empowered  to  act. 

That  on  the  10th  day  of  August,  1796,  your  memorialists  sold 
and  conveyed  the  said  Lands  to  the  said  Joseph  Wharton  in 
fee,  taking  from  him  a  Mortgage  to  your  Memorialists,  dated 
the  19th  day  of  August,  1796.  for  securing  the  payment  £8,127, 
current  money  of  Pennsylvania,  being  the  amount  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  at  the  following  periods,  viz:  £4,063.10  thereof 
on  the  19th  day  of  August,  1798,  and  £4,063.10  thereof  on  the 
19th  day  of  August,  1799. 

That  your  Memorialists  are  informed  that  the  said  Joseph 
Wharton  hath  filed  his  claim,  for  the  value  of  the  said  Lands, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  said  Act,  without  the  said 
mortgage  due  thereon. 

Your  Alemorialists  therefore  respectfully  request  that  a  due 
consideration  may  be  had  of  the  premises,  and  unless  they 
shall  be  otherwise  satisfied,  by  the  said  Joseph  Wharton,  for 
the  principal  and  interest  due  on  the  said  mortgage,  as  afore- 
said, that  the  Certificate  which  may  be  ultimately  aAvarded  in 
pursuance  of  the  said  Act  of  Assembly,  may,  to  the  Extent  of 
the  said  Mortgage  monies,  be  issued  to  and  in  the  names  of 
your  Memorialists  in  trust,  as  aforesaid. 

Sam'  Howkll, 
Sam'  Plkasants, 
'  Caleb  Poolke. 

13'\  7  M». ,  1800. 

Letter  of  Owen  Foulke. 

Philadelphia,  August  1,  1800. 
Gentlemen : 

Enclosed  is  a  memorial  signed  by  the  acting  Assignees  of 
Joseph  AVharton,  which  they  have  requested  me  to  forward  to 
you.  .As  those  Lands  have  represented  as  of  the  first  Quality, 
the  Assignees  would  be  glad  to  find  that  your  opinion  corres- 
ponds therewith. 

Yours,  <Src. , 

Owen  Foulkk. 
W"'.  Irwine,  Esq'.,  one  of  the  Comm'rs,  &c. 
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Letter  of  William  Binghain. 

Philadelphia,  Sept/.  24,  18i)i). 
Gentlemen  : 

I  had  just  purchased  of  Mr.  Willing  twenty-two  tracts  of 
Land,  for  which  Warrants  were  taken  out  in  the  year  1774,  in 
the  County  of  Northumberland,  now  Luzerne  ;  12  of  them  were 
regularly  returned  into  the  Surveyor  Gen".  Mr.  Lukens,  De- 
puty Surveyor,  was  killed  whilst  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  in 
compleating  the  remainder.  I  have  enclosed  the  copies  of  these 
10  warrants  to  Mr.  Sanbourne,  Deputy  Surveyor  of  the  Dis- 
trict, &  have  requested  him,  as  soon  as  the  Lands  are  surveyed, 
to  furnish  you  with  copies  of  the  Returns,  in  order  that  you 
may  have  the  means  of  forming  an  Estimation  of  the  value  of 
this  property,  which  according  to  the  State This  arrange- 
ment has  been  pointed  out  k,  recommended  to  me  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Land  Office. 

I  shall  deem  myself  essentially  obliged  to  you,  if  you  will  pay 
attention  to  this  object.  If  you  should  think  proper  to  view 
these  Lands  in  the  course  of  the  present  Season,  Mr.  San- 
bourne will  procure  a  person  who  will  accompany  you  and  point 
them  out. 

I  ))eg  leave  to  mention  that  I  only  wish  to  be  indulged  in 
this  request  as  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  other  arrange- 
ments you  may  have  made,  as  well  as  duties  you  may  have  to 
perform. 

I  have  the  honor  to  l)e  with  respectful  Consid", 
Gent., 

Your  obedt.  Hble  Servant, 

William  Bingham. 

Gents  Boude,  Irvine  and  Porter,  Commissioners  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, &c.,  &c. 

Letter  from  Daniel  Montgomery. 

Danville,  August  16,  1800. 
Gentlemen : 

Being  entitled  in  three  tracts  of  land  in  Huntingd"  township, 
Luzerne  County,  warranted  in  the  name  of  John  Pryor,  Con- 
rad Appleman  and  George  Dudley,  and  conveyed  to  the  State 
by  Elias  Boudinot,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  not  know- 
ing weather  any  steps  farther  would  be  necessary  on  my  part 
to  enable  you  to  ascertain  the  ground  or  not,  Thereforewould 
be  very  much  oblidged  to  you  for  a  line  of  information  by  Mr. 
Hall  or  Mr.  Levi.      I  remain  with  due  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  and  verry  huml)le  Servant, 

Danikl  Montgomery. 
Gen'^  Irwine  &  Porter. 
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Letter  from  William  Y.  Bar  roughs. 

Hudson,  State  New  York,  30  Aug'.,  1800. 
lientienien  : 

1  herewith  send  you  the  numbers  of  several  lots  of  land  ly- 
ing  in  the  town  of  Athens,  County  Luzerne,  which  I  hold  under 
the  Connecticut  title,  and  which  I  submit  to  you,  agreeable  to 
the  late  Law  of  Pennsylvania. 

I  am  not  certain  that  1  send  you  the  numbers  of  all  the  lots 
I  have  in  Athens,  if  not,  it  is  my  intention  to  do  it.  You  will 
please  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this,  and  let  me  know 
what  more  is  required  of  me;  if  my  presence  is  necessary,  I 
will  attend.  John  Shephard  can  point  out  to  you  all  the  Lands 
I  claim  in  Athen.s.  Lot  No.  23,  4th  Division,  contains  100  acres. 
30uveyed  by  J.  Jenkins;  Lots  No.  21  and  22,  4th  Division,  also 
the  3'  Division,  lot  laid  out  to  Colonel  Nathan  Denison,  con- 
taining  100  acres.  The  three  last  mentioned  lots  were  conveved 
by  Colonel  John  Franklin  to  Colonel  McKinstry. 

Lot  No.  40,  adjoining  Northerly  on  the  above  lots,  cont'g  100 
acres  ;  all  the  above  lots  lay  adjoining  Easterly  on  the  Susque- 
hanna river,  Westerly  on  the  road  from  Tioga  point  to  Shep- 
hard s  mills  ;  the  S.  line  being  about  a  mile  from  the  settlement 
at  the  point. 

Lots  No.  3  and  3.  in  the  4th  Division,  containing  about  340 
acres.  One  4th  Division  lot  drawn  in  the  right  of  Zera  Beach 
&  Justus  Gayiord.  J.  Shephard  knows  the  number.  Also  lot 
No.  13,  in  the  4th  Division,  estimated  at  190  acres.  Lot  No.  ] 
being  100  acres  on  the  South  line  of  the  Farm  now  or  late  in 
the  po.ssession  of  Loomis,  Drawn  in  the  right  of  Daniel  Mc- 
Dowle.  I,       . 

Also  the  4th  Division,  lot  drawn  by  McDowI,  And  generally 
ail  the  land  that  I  am  entitled  to  in  the  town  of  Athens  is  sub- 
mitted by 

Your  Obedt.  Servant, 

W".  Y.  Burroughs. 

To  Generals  Irvine,  Porter  and  Boude,  Commissioners  at' 
Luzerne. 


Letter  from  John  Bayers. 
W.Irvine,  Esq^,  Sunbury,  SepMO.  1800. 

Sir:  Air.  Charles  Hall  of  this  place  informed  me  that  a  title 
paper  of  mine  for  a  tract  of  Land  lying  in  the  17  townships, 
about  3  or  0  miles  above  Nescopeck,  on  the  West  side  of  the 
river,    in   the    name  of  Joseph    Wetheral,  was   got    into  your 
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hands ;  for  that  place  I  aiu  a  second  hand  purchaser ;  and  was 
I  to  get  all  the  Law  aiows  for  the  1°'  rate  Land,  it  would  not 
indeiiinify  me  ;  however,  that  can  have  no  weight  with  you. 
I  have  not  seen  the  Land  tliis  20  Years,  but  is  told  that  it  is 
valuable  and  may  be  consiiiered  as  belonging  to  the  1^''  class. 

Should  you,  and  the  other  Gentlemen  conserned  with  you, 
think  as  some  of  the  neiglibours  to  said  Land  does,  viz:  that 
it  is  worth  12  or  15  Dollars  per  acre,  then  I  should  have  the 
highest  price  for  it  that  the  Law  will  warrant  you  in  allowing. 

Even  then  it  would  turn  out  a  poor  speculation  to  me,  for 
at  the  time  I  bought  it  I  could  had  Land  for  the  same  price 
that  1  might  get  10  Dollars  per  acre  for  before  this  time;  it  has 
a  handsome  front  on  the  river  of  208  perches,  which  makes  it 
very  valuable  ;  to  your  Wisdom  and  integrity  I  rest  the  mat- 
ter, not  doubting  but  you  will  consider  all  Sircumstances  and 
do  substantial  justice,  as  far  as  the  law  warrants  you.  which 
in  my  humble  opinion  is  too  limited  ;  with  all  due  respect, 
1  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

Jn°.  Buyers. 

P.  S. — Should  my  attendance  be  deemed  absolutely  neces- 
sary, I  w"^  beg  a  line  at  the  time  you  w**  please  to  request. 

J.  B. 


:  Letter  from  Col.  Thomas  Uartltij. 

York,  Pennsylvania,  Sen--  17,  1800. 
Gentlemen  : 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  by  me  to  Mr.  John 
Hall,  when  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  on  the  subject  of  my 
claims  in  Luzerne  County,  which  will  explain  the  matter  to  the 
Commissioners : 

"  Yorktown.  Pennsylvania,  Aug' 26.  1799. 
"Dear  Sir : 

"  I  sent  you  two  Deeds  for  granting  and  releasing  to  the  Com- 
monwealth and  State  of  Pennsylvania  all  my  right.  Estate, 
Interest,  «fc  of  and  in  and  to  4  tracts,  and  a  part  of  a  tract  of 
Land,  situate  on  the  waters  of  the  X.  East  Brancli  of  Susque- 
hanna ;  the  two  first  held  under  Warrants  m  the  names  of 
Thomas  Smith  and  I'eter  Dehaven,  which  were  conveyed  by 
them  to  me  and  in  which  Deed  there  was  a  Caveat  against  grant- 
ing a  Certificate  to  M^  Wharton  &  Co. ,  or  any  other  person  but 
me,  without  1"'  having  a  hearing  l)efore  the  Board  of  Property. 
The  other  Deed  for  two  tracts,  held  under  warrants  in  the  names 
of  James  Thompson  and  Thomas  Walker,  and  part  of  the  tract 
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hel<l  under  an  order  to  Benjamin  Luce,  which  were  regularly 
transferred  to  me,  and  for  which  Patents  were  granted  to  me; 
to  neither  of  these  Deeds  of  Grant  and  release  is  there  an  affi- 
davit annexed,  and  the  last  tho'  executed  before  respectable 
witnesses,  has  not  been  acknowledged,  because  we  had  no  as- 
sociate Judge  here.  President  Henry  will  be  here  at  our  Court 
next  week.  I  must  beg  you  to  deliver  those  two  Deeds  or  re- 
leases to  Mr.  Ralph  Bowie  ;  he  will  bring  them  over.  I  will 
liave  the  necessary  done,  and  will  send  them  safe  back  to  you 
immediately  after  the  Court.  The  Submissions  and  other 
papei'S  (except  the  two  Conveyances  or  releases)  may  remain 
in  your  office.  I  beg  again  that  the  Conveyances  may  be  sent 
by  Mr.  Bowie  ;  they  shall  be  most  certainly  returned  to  you. 
A  note  may  be  taken  on  this  letter  of  the  time  of  Delivery  to 
Mr.  Bowie.  Excuse  the  trouble  I  give,  as  the  business  is  of 
serious  importance  to  me,  and  I  am,  with  respect,  your  obe- 
dient Servant, 

"Thomas  HARTiiBY. 

"  John  Hall,  Esq^,  Secretary  of  the  Land  office  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. " 

As  to  Eight  hundred  and  Eighty  acres,  in  the  names  of  James 
Thompson  and  Thomas  Walker,  and  part  of  the  tract  in  the 
name  of  Benjamin  Luce,  there  can  be  no  kind  of  dispute,  and 
there  are  no  doubt  first  quality  lands.  As  to  those  in  the  names 
of  Smith  and  Dehaven,  my  warrants  are  pointed  ;  if  you  think 
proper  to  value  them  and  return  them  in  my  favottr,  it  is  well, 
if  not,  I  have  Caveated  in  the  office  against  my  compensation 
being  given  to  Mr.  AVharton  and  Co.,  until  the  right  is  deter- 
mined. 

I  have  the  strongest  reliance  on  and  Confidence  in  the  Com- 
missioners, and  am, 

with  {Treat  respect, 

their  humble  Servant, 

THo^  Hartley. 

To  Gen^  Thomas  Boude,  W".  Irvine  and  Whelen,  Esq^ 


Information  from  James  Rose,  Attorney  of  Patteison. 
In  answer  to  the  queries  put  by  the  Commissioners  for  offer- 
ing Compensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants  of  Lands 
within  the  17  townships,  the  .Administrators  of  Galbreath  Pat- 
terson return  the  following  Documents  in  support  of  their 
Claim  : 
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1"  Query  bv  the  Coram',  Is  the  release  of  a  Moiety  of  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  name  of  Robert  Wood  the  same  with  one  claimed 
by  Ewing  and  Wife? 

Answer.  The  heirs  of  G.  Patterson  herewith  produce  a  Deed 
Poll  by  Robert  Wood  to  Stewart  and  Patterson  for  300  as.,  but 
they  have  not  at  present  the  release  from  Stewart  and  Patter- 
son, at  least  the  release  from  Cha".  Stewart  does  not  sufficiently 
describe  the  tract  alluded  to  by  the  Commissioners. 

2"*  Query.  There  appears  to  have  been  an  agreement  between 
Mr.  W.  Patterson  and  John  Cox,  dated  the  2  Jan",  1774,  for  tak- 
ing up  land  in  partnership  of  which  Mr.  Patterson  was  to  have  5. 

Tlie  tracts  so  taken  up  are  in  the  names  of  John  Vansant  and 
others.  Canyon  furnish  the  Comm'rs  with  any  transcript  or 
abstract  of  the  agreement  of  Cox  to  this  purpose? 

Answer.  The  agreement  is  in  the  hands  of  the  administra- 
tor, and  is  dated  20  Jan'y,  1774,  by  which  it  appears  that  Patter- 
son was  to  have  5  of  all  the  lands  taken  up  under  s'^  agreement, 
in  the  Names  following,  to- wit : 

1.  Anthony  Snyder's  Deed  to  Joseph  Wharton,  dated  1  April, 
1777,  for  200  acres :  this  is  Conveyed  by  Joseph  Wharton,  31 
March,  1780,  to  William  Patterson.     200  as. 

2.  Peter  Kuntzs  Deed  to  Matthias  Slough,  dated  Nov.  0,  1771, 
for  300  as.  ;  this  is  conveved  by  M.  Slough  to  William  Patter- 
son the  same  day.     300  as. 

3.  Jacob  Witmers  Deed  to  Matthias  Slough,  2  Mar.,  1780,  for 
300  as.  ;  this  is  conveyed  by  M.  Slough  to  William  Patterson, 
31  Mar,  1780.     300  a. 

3.  Deed  Poll  by  xVnthony  Morris,  Jun^,  to  Jos.  Wharton, 
dated  the  3"*  Oct.,  1774,  for  300  acres;  this  is  conveyed  to  W. 
Patterson,  by  Deed  dated  31  March,  1780.     300  a. 

4.  Deed  by  Peter  Ney  to  Matthias  Slough,  dated  23^  Nov., 
1773,  for  300  .acres ;  this  is  also  conveyed  by  Matthias  Slough  to 
W.  Patterson,  the  31  March,  1780.     300  a. 

5.  Deed  by  Jacob to  Matthias  Slough,  dated  26  March., 

1780,  for  279  acres ;  this  is  also  conveyed  by  M.  Slough  to  Wil- 
liam Patterson  the  31  March,  1780.     279  a. 

6  Deed  by  John  Millar  to  Matthias  Slough,  dated  the  2^ 
Nov^ ,  1773,  for  300  acres  ;  this  is  also  conveyed  by  W.  Patterson, 
by  Deed  dated  31  March,  1780;  in  the  reconveyance  it  contains 
339i  acres.      339  a. 

N.  B. — The  adm"  have  no  office  copies  of  these  Surveys,  but 
it  is  thought  that  they  have  been  already  lodgei  with  the 
Comm'rs.  The  administrators  cannot  with  certainty  at  pre- 
sent ascertain  the  Surveys  in  the  names  of  William  Smith, 
Tho'.  Smith ;  they,  however,  conceive  that  D.  Smith  had  no 
right  to  return  them. 


PENNSYLVANIA  CLAIMANTS.  335 

These  CoDies  shall  be  transmitted  with  all  couvenient  speed 
to  the  Comin'rs. 


Letter  from  Joseph  Wharton. 

Philad\,  Hay  28,  1801. 

Sir  :  I  am  told  there  is  a  new  appointment  for  completing^ 
the  Wyoming  Business,  and  that  General  Steele,  Mr.  Cooper, 
with  another  person,  whose  name  I  do  not  know,  are  the  pre- 
sent Commissioners,  and  being  deeply  interested  in  the  speedy 
and  equitable  conclusion  of  the  valuation,  I  have  to  request 
th6  favor  of  you,  to  mention  my  name  to  the  Commrsasa 
Citizen,  of  some  respectability,  and  one  whose  sufferings  for  our 
Independence  has  been  singularly  afflicting  ;  for  when  I  was  in 
London,  on  my  unhappy  mercantile  affairs,  in  1778,  I  was  com- 
pelled to  abandon  my  lawsuit  in  Chancery,  and  fly  to  Prance 
for  the  preservation  of  my  Life,  because  of  the  intelligence  I 
constantly  gave  to  our  ministers  there,  which  were  partly  in- 
terrupted and  by  which  Secession,  I  lost  that  fortune  that 
would  otherwise  have  rendered  me  happy  in  my  old  age. 

The  reverse  is  now  the  case.  Will  you  therefore  be  pleased 
to  speak  of  me  to  those  Gentlemen  in  the  manner  you  deem 
proper. 

My  Lands  on  the  river  Susquehanna  begin  at  Meshawpen 
creek,  and  terminate  in  the  vicinity  of  Tioga.  The  rest  are  at 
a  distance  from  it. 

All  my  Surveys  are  delineated  on  one  sheet  of  Paper,  which, 
with  a  Letter,  I  wrote  to  the  former  Commissioners  and  de- 
livered to  Colonel  Porter;  and  from  him,  or  them,  I  hope  the 
Commissioners  will  receive  them.  But  if  the  Drafts  and  let- 
ter should  be  mislaid,  I  will,  on  information,  forward  by  Post, 
copies  of  them  to  you.  I  beg  you  will  continue  your  favours 
to  me,  and  gratify  me  with  an  answer  to  this  letter,  and  be- 
lieve me,  respectfully,  Sir, 

Tour  Ob't  H'ble  Serv't, 

Jos.  Wharton. 
Tench  Coxe,  Esq'. 


Letter  from  Col.  William  Irvine. 

Philadelphia,  25  June,  1801. 
Gentlemen : 

In  answer  to  your  note  of  the  16th  Instant,  I  inform  you  that 
the  Surveyors  employed  by  the  Commissioners  in  Luzerne  last 
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year  were  paid  three  Dollars  a  Day,  and  the  Chain  carriers  and 

ax    men    Six  pounds    tea  yhilliiig^  pr.    mouth,    Pennsyivaiiia 

Currency. 

I  am,  Gentlempn, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W".  Irvine. 
Mess'".  Cooper,  Steele  and  Wilson. 


Representation  0/  Ruaewell  ^Velles. 

June  27,  1801. 
Gentlemen : 

From  a  constant  headache,  with  which  I  have  been  troubled 
tor  some  days  past,  I  have  not  been  able  to  make  an  answer 
to  your  note  of  the  18'"  Instant  earlier. 

Upon  reflection,  as  also  from  an  examination  of  my  notes  pre- 
served in  every  considerable  cause  decided  while  on  the  Bench, 
I  find  no  Ejectment  during  that  period  ever  was  tried.  From 
this  circumstance  my  reply  must  consist  very  much  in  stating 
the  opinions  of  the  Court  and  the  practice  of  Counsel  on  such 
of  the  questions  by  you  enumerated,  as  took  place  antecedent 
to  that  time.  In  doing  tliis,  and  following  the  order  observed 
in  vour  note,  1  have  to  remark  :  The  Court  in  deciding  ques- 
tions of  title,  resting  solely  upon  the  Connecticut  Claim,  ad- 
hered to  the  rules  of  the  Susqueh*  Company  as  nearly  as  they 
possibly  could.  In  order  to  recover  the  land  in  controversy, 
they  required  Plaintiff  to  shew  title  out  of  the  Company,  and 
then  one  in  himself  by  the  rules  of  the  Company.  The  Court 
never  required  the  Deed  from  the  natives  to  be  produced,  or 
the  authority  by  which  from  the  State  Connecticut  the  Com- 
pany made  the  purchase.  If  title  could  be  shewed  agreeably 
to  those  rules  (as  in  all  cases  ever  tried  both  Plaintiff  and  De- 
fendant claimed  under  them),  the  court  seemed  willing  always 
to  sustain  it,  and  made  the  Rules,  &e.,  their  only  guide.  In 
cases  of  parol,  to  supply  written  testimony,  the  Court  embraced 
and  took  a  very  liberal  ground.  From  their  own  knowledge, 
they  were  sensible  that  most  of  the  Public  Records,  as  well  as 
private  Documents  of  the  people  necessary  to  their  claims, 
were  destroyed  in  '78.  However,  they  always,  upon  oath,  re- 
quired to  be  informed,  as  a  Court,  of  the  Fact,  and  then  let 
in  oral  testimony,  not  interested  in  the  Event  of  the  Suit,  to 
prove  their  contents.  In  all  cases  of  lost  papers,  «fcc. ,  destroyed 
Records,  &c.,  Counsel  usually  regulated  themselves  by  the 
common  rules  of  Evidence. 

To  Enquiry  2°''. — No  Proof  of  the  Incorporation  of  the  said 
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Company  was  never  required,  and  aways  dispensed  with  by 
the  Court.  The  Copies  of  tlie  Rules,  &c. ,  of  the  Company  now 
in  your  possession,  were  uniformly  admitted  as  evidence,  and 
for  this  reason  the  originals  were  the  property  of  the  Company 
and  not  the  Settlers,  and,  therefore,  not  within  their  contracr. 
To  Enquiry  4"'.  —In  the  hands  of  Colonel  John  Franklin,  of 
Tioga,  are  all  the  papers,  votes  and  resolutions  of  the  Com- 
pany, from  May,  '74.  down  to  this  day.  Prom  him  1  should 
suppose  a  transcript  may  be  had.  But  I  do  not  know  that  any 
of  these  Votes,  &c.,  can  be  regularly  certified  by  the  Clerk;  for 
I  hardly  think  the  present  Clerk  was  ever  sworn  into  office. 

To  Enquiry  5'^. —The  votes  and  resolutions  of  the  Commit- 
tees of  the  Company,  made  at  this  time,  are  not  considered  as 
having  any  binding  force  upon  the  Inhabitants  in  the  Seven- 
teen townships.  At  an  early  period  of  the  Settlement  they  had 
their  fullest  force  upon  the  actual  Settler,  and,  where  they 
were  of  a  general  nature,  had  a  like  influence  upon  those  who 
might  afterwards  become  Settlers.  The  Committees  were 
always  appointed  by  the  Company. 

To  Enquiry  6'\  —Original  rights,  whether  of  Townships,  or  of 
Individuals,  might  be  forfeited  ;  but  as  applying  to  actual  Set- 
tlers, a  forfeiture  of  the  former  did  not  always  imply  a  forfeit- 
ure of  the  latter.  If  there  were  any  conditions  in  the  p-rant 
of  the  Township,  which  were  not  complied  within  due  time, 
the  Committed  might  declare  the  town  forfeited,  but  could 
not  forfeit  (by  such  order)  the  Rights  of  those  who  were  at  that 
time  settled  within  the  townships;  but  in  the  17  townships  I 
have  known  no  forfeiture  declared  before  the  change  of  Juris- 
diction, nor  any  condition  of  Settlement  left  uncomplied  with, 
but  What  the  intervention  of  the  revolutionary  War  made 
impracticable  to  fulfill.  I  mean  as  it  respects  township  rights 
of  what  are  called  proprietors  townships.  Nor  do  I  know  of 
any  Individual  Rights  in  those  townships  forfeited,  by  the 
Committee,  for  non  compliance  with  the  Regulations,  &c. ,  of 
the  Company  ;  but  still,  there  may  be  instances. 

To  Enquiry  7'^— In  the  original  Establishment  of  Township 
Boundaries,  I  do  not  feel  myself  very  competent  to  answer. 
But  as  far  as  I  could  ever  learn  they  were  established  by  the 
Committees  approbation,  certified  in  the  original  Survey  it- 
self. There  never  was  a  Record  of  Courses  and  Distances  en- 
tered upon  the  Book.s.  All  that  ever  were  rested  on  file  was 
the  Petition  for  a  grant  of  the  Township,  containing  only  some 
words  of  general  description  of  the  place  where  the  Grant 
went  out  (as  to  Description)  in  words  as  general.  But  this 
grant.  I  have  been  told  by  some  of  the  Committee,  was  never 
made  a  matter  of  Record  with  them.  The  Survev,  therefore, 
82— Vol.  XVI I L 
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thus  certified  by  the  Committee,  was  considererl  as  the  only 
Evidence  of  Boundaries,  and  was  the  onh-  Voucher  which  could 
establish  and  ascertain  them,  and  so  it  ever  was  considered  by 
the  Court.  I  know  of  no  Authentic  minutes  of  the  Surveys. 
I  believe  none  ever  existeii,  and,  therefore,  not  produceable. 
No  case  has  occurred  in  Avhich  latterly  Boundaries  were  dis- 
l)Uted. 

To  Enquiry  S'*". — No  question  has  arisen  bringing  up  lot 
Boundaries.  All  the  cases  ever  decided  title  to,  and  not  the 
Boundaries  of  the  Lot,  was  the  point  contended.  But  in  case 
hoaudaries  had  form'd  any  part  of  the  dispute,  we  should 
have  never  been  driven  by  the  Court  for  certainty  (1  am  per- 
suatled)  to  anything  further  than  measurement,  conformably 
to  the  Survey  first  made  The  original  grant  of  the  Town  by 
Counsel  was  generally  acceded  to.  With  respect  to  oral  testi- 
mony, in  cases  of  prescriptive  possession,  and  Surveys  made 
within  the  knowledge  of  Witnesses,  as  I  have  before  observed, 
it  was  uniformly  admitted  by  the  Court,  "Where  it  was  made 
to  appear  on  oath  that  the  Docum"  from  which  a  claim  miglit 
be  deduced  were  not  witliin  the  party's  power. 

To  Enquiry  O"*. — I  never  (in  cases  of  lost  Papers,  &c.),  knew 
the  Court  to  let  in  oral  testimony  of  their  Contents  upon  mere 
suggestions.  They  always  requirt^d  to  be  informed  of  the  fact 
of  loss  upon  oath  before  oral  testimony  could  be  admitted  ;  any 
neglect  in  not  procuring  written  Evidence  from  the  Grantors 
of  such  Rights  as  to  which  a  claim  Avas  made,  was  never  aided 
thro'  suggestions,  nor  by  the  consent  of  counsel.  As  before 
remarked  the  regulations  of  the  Company  were  made  tlie  only 
Star  by  which  to  steer  ;  still,  in  the  improvement  of  those  Rules 
«t  Regulations,  the  best  Evidence  of  them  jiossible  to  be  ob- 
tained was  always  required,  and  never  dispens'd  with,  by  Coun- 
sel or  Court.  However,  thi^  best  evidence  in  some  cases  nec- 
essarily became  remote,  and.  indeed,  when  the  variety  of  mis- 
fortunes "Which  have  attended  this  ill-fated  Country  are  really 
consid'',  it  would  be  difficult  to  suppose  it  otherwise.  From 
the  Descent  of  the  Enemy  in  '76,  one  single  engagement  laiil  in 
the  Dust  most  of  the  males  capable  of  bearing  arms.  To  this, 
in  the  course  of  the  next  and  succeeding  day,  succeeded  one 
general  destruction  of  houses,  papers  and  most  of  the  Public 
Records  by  fire.  Hence  very  little  of  satisfactory  testimony 
would  be  given  in  several  Instances.  The  Court  found  it  nec- 
essary to  be  liberal  in  conducting  the  causes,  and  tho'  many 
Decisions  seemed  to  have  been  made  upon  proof  somewhat 
remote  in  degree,  yet  I  believe  they  were  consentaneous  to 
Justice.  It  is  now  nine  years  at  the  least  since  the  last  Eject- 
ment in  the  Connecticut  claim  was  tried.     At  that  time  I  had 
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fresh  in  my  mind  every  point  settled,  but  at  this  distant  hour 
I  find  it  impossible  to  state  them  with  any  great  degree  of  ac- 
curacy or  precitioii.  I  am  sorry  that  it  is  thus  witli  me,  but  it 
must  be  an  apology  for  my  Silence  on  some  points  and  inex- 
plicitness  in  others. 

As  to  a  syston  of  Rules  to  be  adopted  with  respect  to  claims 
resting  upon  Evidence,  apparently  defect'%  1  feel  an  incapacity 
to  decide.  From  the  little  Experience  I  have  had  in  looking 
into  the  claims  of  individuals,  in  times  past,  I  am  confident 
that  such  a  task  would  be  truly  difficult.  The  circumst""  & 
condit"^  as  to  proof,  in  which  the  sev'  claims  are  envolved,  will 
not  only  be  found  perplexing  but  exc'^^iy  dissimilar  in  very  many 
cases.  From  this  consideration,  I  am  led  to  believe,  as  you 
progress  in  the  examination,  rules,  regulations,  and  directing 
your  Enquiries  to  the  kind  of  proof  reasonable  to  be  admitted. 

will themselves  much   more  satisfactorily  than   any  to 

which  I  may  advise, 

I  am  Gentlemen, 

With  Due  respect. 

Yours, 

ROSEWELL  WELLE!?. 

Thomas  Cooper,  John  Steele  and  William  Wilson,  Esq"^'. 


Jjetter  from  Elias  Boudinot. 

[June,  1801.  j 
Sir:  In  answer  to  your  Letter  of  the  24*'' Instant,  I  am  to  in- 
form you  that  I  am  under  an  agreement  with  D.  Montgomery, 
for  the  Lands  you  mention,  to  convey  them  to  him  under  cer- 
tain conditions,  not  yet  complied  with,  which  rendered  it  nec- 
essary that  he  should  release.  From  this  you  see  that  this 
claim  is  joint  and  not  contested. 

1  am,  &■=. , 


E.  Boudinot. 


M^    Thomas  Lloyd,  Cl'k  to  th  Comm'rs. 


Letter  from  John  Cook. 

North".  July  1,  1801. 
Sir:  Since  the  Receipt  of  your  Letter  I  called  upon  M^  Alex- 
ander Hunter,  to  obtain  the  Dates  of  the  Warrants,  and  Names 
of  the  original  Warrants,  in  the  partnership  of  Hunter,  Moore 
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and  McCord,  for  Lands  in  Lackawany  Creek,  to  transmit  to 
you,  Who  informed  me  tiiat  he  had  delivered  them  to  you 
some  time  since.  I  have  enclosed  you  a  Copy  of  tlie  original 
Article  of  agreement  between  Hunter.  Moore  and  McCord, 
Which  will  explaine  to  yovi  the  nature  of  the  Partnership 
Copies  of  the  returns  of  Survey  I  have  not,  but  I  presume  it 
is  immaterial,  as  they  will  be  forwarded  to  you  from  the  L'' 
Office,  and  you  will  easily  distinguish  them  from  others  by 
comparing  them  with  the  names  of  the  Warrivntees.     Loughlin 

McCartney  claims  «fc  lias  released  a  tract  in  the  name  of 

Templeton,  under  the  will  of  McCord. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  friend  &  Serv', 

John  Cook. 
Thos.  Cooper,  Esq'. 

Letter  from  James  Rose. 

Northumberland,  July  5,  1801. 
CTentlemen  : 

In  answer  to  the  queries  by  your  clerk,  J  have  to  remark 
that  with  respect  to  the  tract  of  Land  warranted  in  the  name 
of  W".  Thorp,  that  the  same  was  conveyed  to  James  Rose 
(my  father)  by  W".  Thorp  on  the  4th  day  of  June,  177o. 

In  the  release  made  by  me  as  the  Attorney  of  Rob'.  H.  Rose, 
the  power,  if  not  noted  therein,  is  dated  8th  of  May,  1798,  and 
recorded  in  Sunbury,  in  Deed  Book  L,  page  2GG,  the  8th  day 
of  July,  1800. 

M'.  James  Rose  of  Philadelphia,  my  Father,  and  the  Father 
of  R.  H.  Rose,  died  intestate  in  1777,  in  t-onsequence  of  which 
we  the  heirs  of  became  possessed  of  the  Land  in  question.  The 
necessary  releases,  &^,  shall  be  laid  before  you  in  a  short  time, 
and  every  further  explanation  made  that  will  be  satisfactory 
to  the  Commissioners. 

I  am,  Gentlemen,  with  due  respect, 

\'  Ob'  humble  servant, 

James  Rose. 

The  honb''^  the  Comm"  appointed  to  carry  into  effect  the  Act 
of  Ap.  4,  1799. 


Letter  from  Daniel  Montgomery. 

Danville,  July  6,  1801. 
Grentlemen  : 

I  received  vour  favor  respecting  3  tracts  of  Land  in  Hunting- 
«lon,  Luzerne  County,  releas't  by  Robert  Montgomery,  as  my 
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attorney,  to  the  State  of  Penns''.  :  the  same  also  being  released 
by  M'.  Elias  Boudinot,  of  tlie  City  of  Philadelphia.  The  land 
I  purchas't,  but  had  not  obtain  the  Conveyance ;  I  therefore 
(after  we  had  made  the  first  conveyance),  thought  best  to  get 
M^  Boudinot's  Conveyance  also;  of  course  you  will  value  the 
Land  as  M'.  Boudinot's,  altho'  the  property  is  myne. 
I  remain  with  Esteem, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

Daniel  Mojstgomery. 


Letter  from  William  Tilghman. 

Philad^,  July  6,  1801. 
Sir  :  On  my  return  from  the  Circuit  Court  in  Bedford,  a  few 
days  ago,  I  received  your  favour  of  the  24'"  June  last.  There 
will  be  no  occasion  to  trouble  the  Commissioners  with  respect 
to  the  warrant  for  300  acres  in  the  name  of  W"".  Hamilton, 
that  land  is  without  doubt  on  red  Bank  Creek,  and  conse- 
quently out  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Commissioners  ;  with  re- 
gard to  N".  30,  in  the  "manor  of  Stoke,"  originally  allotted 
to  Alexander  Patterson,  a,nd  N".  34,  in  Sunbury  Manor,  ori- 
ginally allotted  to  William  Armstrong;  all  the  evidence  in  my 
possession  is  the  original  Deeds  to  ray  deceased  Father,  James 
Tilghman,  an  exact  copy  of  which  I  take  the  liberty  of  sub- 
joining. I  keep  the  originals  for  fear  of  accident,  but  they 
shall,  be  produced  whenever  the  Commissioners  please  to  call 
for  them.  I  beg  leave  to  offer  my  thanks  to  the  Comm'rs,  & 
you  Sir,  for  your  attention  to  my  Claims. 

And  am,  Y'  most  obedient  servant, 

W".  Tilghman. 
Thomas  Lloyd,  Cl'k,  &=. 


Conveyance  from  Alexander  Patterson. 
Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  Alexander  Patter- 
son, of  Northampton  County,  farmer,  for  and  consideration  of 
twenty  Pounds  current  money  to  me  in  hand  jiaid  by  James 
Tilghman,  Esquire,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  have  granted 
bargained  &  sold,  &  do  hereby  grant,  bargain  &  sell  unto  the 
said  Ja^  Tilghman,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  that  Lot  of  Land 
distinguished  by  the  N".  30,  in  the  Survey  of  the  Proprietors 
Land  at  Wioming,  which  was  allotted  to  the  s'^  Alexander  in 
the  distribution  of  the  said  Jjand  ;  the  Lot  containing  by  es- 
timation 94  acres  and  54  perches,  together  witH  the  Appurte- 
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nances.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  lot  of  Land  to  the  s' 
James  Tilghman,  his  heirs  and  Assigns,  to  his  and  their  perpet- 
ual use  A:  behoof  for  ever.  In  Witness  whereof  I  have  here- 
unto set  my  hand  and  Seal  this  10"'  day  of  June,  A.  1).  1774. 

AL,KX^  Patterson  [Seal]. 
Sealed    it   delivered    in    presence  of  D.  Kennedy  &  William 
White. 


(Jonveyanee  from.  W/lliani  Armstrong- 
In  consideration  of  the  sum  of  twenty  two  pounds,  five  shill- 
ings, lawful  money  of  Pennsylvania,  to  me  William  Armstrong 
of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Stone  mason,  paid  by  James  Tilgh- 
man, of  the  said  City,  Esq^,  I  have  granted,  bargained  and 
sold,  &  Do  hereby  grant,  bargain  and  sell,  unto  the  said  James 
Tilghman,  all  my  right,  title.  Interest,  Claim  and  Demand,  of 
and  in  &  to  one  tract  of  I^and  in  the  Proprietary  Manor  at 
Wioming,  known  &  distinguished  in  the  division  of  the  said 
Manor  into  Plantations  by  John  Lukens  and  Charles  Stewart 
by  the  number  twenty  four;  containing  about  one  hundred 
&  fifty  acres,  by  an  additon  made  to  the  first  tract  by  the  said 
Charles  Stewart ;  the  first  tract  containing  only  Eighty  five 
acres  or  thereabouts.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  bargained  & 
sold  Premisses,  with  the  Appurtenances,  to  the  said  James 
Tilghman,  his  heirs  and  Assigns  for  ever,  to  his  and  their  own 
I)ioper  use  and  Behoof,  subject  to  the  Proprietary  Demands 
on  the  same.  Witness  my  hand  and  Seal  this  17"'  day  of  Octo- 
ber, Anno  Domini,  1774. 

William  Armstrong  [Seal]. 

Sealed  and  delivered  In  presence  of  David  Kennedy. 

P.  S.  — I  shall  search  for  further  Evidence  of  the  Surveys  & 
hope  I  shall  find  it.  When  my  Father  made  the  purchase  he 
was  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  and  probably  had  seen 
papers  since  mislaid  or  lost. 

W'.  Tilghman. 


Letter  from  Alexander  Hunter. 

Sunbury,  July  7,  ISul. 
M'.  Cooper: 

Sir:  Since  I  seen  you  I  have  had  in  my  hands  a  copy  of  the 
proprietaries  Draft  of  all  the  Manors  in  Luz.  County,  the  ori- 
ginals I  have  no  doubt  must  be  in  your  Possession.  Where 
vou  will  find  a  Thomas  Osborne,  N°.  54,  in  consequence  of 
Which  Grant  a  Purvey  was  made,  a  Copy  of  which  I  gave  you. 
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So  that  he  must  stand  on  tlie  same  footing-  with  anv  other 
(rrant  or  Sale  of  the  Proprietaries  in  anv  of  the  Manors  The 
office  papers  of  the  Lands  on  Lachawannock.  if  not  furnislied 
by  M^  Moore,  shall  be  immediately  procured.  I  am  with  Re- 
spect, 

Your  obedient  Humble  Servant, 

AiiEXANDER  Hunter. 


Letter  from  John  R.  Coates. 

n    „+i  Phila.,  Julv  22,  1801 

•  tTeutlemen :  ■       '  ^'-^'^ '■ 

A  Letter  from  your  Secretary,  dated  24  Ult''.,  came  to  hand 
the  day  before  yesterday.  I  regret  extremelv  that  the  want 
of  further  information  should  be  found  necessary  for  the  ad- 
justment of  the  Proprietary  Concerns  in  Luzerne;  It  has  been 
o^  of  my  power  to  discover  any  other  Record  in  the  Land 
Office,  or  elsewhere,  than  those  which  I  left  Gen'  Irwine  in 
possession  of  when  I  was  at  Wilkesbarre  last  fall  Thev  con 
sisted  of  1-,  A  List  of  Persons  wlio  had  agreed  to  purchase 
Lands  in  the  Manors  of  Stoke  and  Sunburv  (which  List  ex- 
hibited the  N"^  of  the  different  Allotments,  the  price  to  be  given 
and  the  quantity  of  ground;  And  2'^'%  A  large  Draught  an 
Office  Copy  of  the  two  manors  in  question,  with  the  divisions 
Which  corresponded  with  the  above  mentioned  List  of  persons 
who  contracted  in  1771  at  Easton. 

This  Draught  I  requested  Gen'  Irwine  to  deliver  to  Thomas 
Duncan,  Esq^.  at  Carlisle;  he  may  have  done  so,  and  in  that 
case,  I  have  written  to  that  Gentleman.  Who  will  forward  it 
to  you,  if  it  is  in  his  keeping.  If  not,  I  presume  vou  now  have 
It.  If  my  attendance  at  Wilkesbarre  could  advance  the  ob 
jects  of  your  mission,  or  promote  the  Interest  of  mv  Constitu- 
ents, I  would  immediately  set  off;  or  if  you  know  of  any  par- 
ticular information  or  document  likely  to  be  serviceable  I  will 
immediately  procure  them,  if  possible. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Very  respectfully, 
Y--.  Friend.  &=., 

JOHX  R.    COATKS. 


Letter  from  William  Bingham. 

Philadelphia,  Julv  22'',  1801. 
JMr:  I   received  your  Letter   of   the   14'"   Instant,  informing 
me  (on  the  part   of  the  Commissioners.)  &  some   difficulties 
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wliich  have  occurred,  whicli  i)revent  the  Commissioners  mak- 
ing valuation  of  Several  of  the  tracts  which  I  conveyed  to  the 
State. 

1  will  procure  from  the  Office,  and  have  imined^'y  forwarded, 
a  return  of  Survey  for  the  tract  named  '"Dublin."  This  Doc- 
ument, 1  conjecture,  has  been  mislaid,  as  the  returns  of  Sur- 
vey of  the  whole  Quantity  have  been  transmitted. 

If  it  should  be  found  necessary  to  procure  an  order  for  sur- 
veying the  three  tracts,  the  Boundaries  of  which  cannot  be 
ascertained,  I  will  apply  for  the  same,  but  I  hope  on  a  further 
examination  of  the  returns  of  their  former  Survey,  they  may 
be  discovered. 

I  am  aware  that  the  two  tracts  recently  surveyed  by  M^  Sam- 
bourne  are  not  included  within  the  letter,  altho'  they  are  em- 
braced within  the  Spirit  of  the  Act  of  April  4,  1799. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Ob't  Serv. . 

William  Bimgham. 
M'.  Thomas  Lloyd,  Wilkesbarre. 


'Letter  from   Charles  Burst. 

Philadelphia,  July  27,  1801. 
Gentlemen  : 

Your  favor  received.  You  desire  to  be  informed  by  what 
Authority  these  Surveys  are  made.  1  expect  by  your  seeing 
them  done  by  no  regular  Surveyor  thev  are  not  satisfactory  to 
you. 

The  Surveys  are  all  from  oirginal  Purchasers  of  William 
Perm,  tlie  1*'  Proprietor,  and  from  his  Warrants  to  liis  Chil- 
dren, And  to  Arrent  Summers,  a  Pur3haser  of  5,000  acres. 
Also  to  Sir  William  Petty,  L'^  Shelburne's  ancestor  5,000  acres. 
Before  the  Surveys  was  made,  both  for  City  Lots  and  Country 
land,  the  Surveyor  Greneral  wasapplyed  to  before  on  Evidence, 
desiring  he  would  order  the  Deputy  Surveyor  to  lay  them  out, 
but  he  refused,  saying  iP.  Penns  ordered  him  to  survey  no 
old  rights  as  they  was  stiled. 

Our  Council  ordered  us  to  Imploy  any  Surveyor  we  pleased, 
we  got  the  «'ity  Lott  foi-  Sonmaiis  laid  out  by  one  Hall,  a 
Surveyor,  &  fenced  it  up,  VA2  feet  on  market  street  <S:  300  feet 
deep  the  size  for  a  5.000  acres  Purchase;  they  ordered  our 
Fence  cut  down  &  it  was  tryed  and  the  proprietor  cast.  Mhen 
their  Council  said  the  lott  was  not  surveyed  by  a  regular  Sui- 
veyor,  we  proved  by  Affidavit  our  requesting  the  Surveyor 
General    to   do    it,  and    his   refusal   sanctioned   us  in   getting 
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anotlier,  and  the  Court  was  satisfyed  :  the  same  on  the  Lott 
in  market  Street  laid  out  for  Lord  Shelburne,  of  one  hundred 
and  thirty-two  feet  and  30G  deep,  with  other  JiOtts  making  about 
208  feet ;  the  Proprietor  was  ejected  out  of  tlie  Lott  and  M'. 
Burd  got  Judgement  for  me  in  1781  for  200  feet;  its  to  be 
foundin  CliarJes  Biddle,  Esquires,  Office  theProtiionities  on  Re- 
cord. We  liave  about  12,000  acres  laid  out  in  Wayne  County  by 
order  of  Gren'.  Brodhead,  who  we  employed,  &  one  John  Seely 
surveyed  them  for  him  ;  some  of  th(  m  have  been  sold  by  Gas- 
kill's  attorney,  &  sold  2,200  acres  on  Lachawannock  Creek  to 
one  Silas  Kellogg,  «fc  one  Deputy  Surveyor  wanted  to  survey 
them  again.  Kellogg  came  down  for  a  Patent  for  his  2,200 
acres  ;  he  waited  on  the  Board  of  Property  ;  two  or  them  would 
have  gave  him  a  Patent  but  the  other  said  as  they  were  not 
surveyed  by  a  regular  surveyor  he  thought  they  should  have 
advice  before  they  did  it ;  they  then  stated  a  case  to  the  attor- 
ney general,  Jarred  Ingersoll,  Esq"". ,  desiring  his  opinion 
whether  they  should  grant  a  patent  where  the  Land  was  laid 
out  by  a  private  Surveyor ;  his  answer  was  if  the  Person  had 
applied  to  the  Surveyor  General  &  had  been  refused,  they  had 
a  right  to  get  one  themselves;  on  that  account  a  patent  was 
granted  ;  the  opinion  is  recorded  in  their  Office  about  12  months 
since. 

There  is  no  titles  that  will  stand  the  test  lietter  than  the 
above. 

5  tracts  of  mine,  on  Lachawannock,  I  had  ordered  M^  Daniel 
Levy,  of  Sunbury,  to  eject  Samuel  and  William  Miller,  who 
have  a  Grist  and  Saw  mill  on  the  Premisses,  but  he  said  they 
would  like  to  purchase  them  of  the  State,  and  as  I  had  seen 
Tench  Coxe,  Esquire,  some  time  before,  he  advised  me  and  M^ 
Gaskill  to  make  a  Deed  to  the  State,  but  desired  we  would  send 
our  title  first  to  him  for  Examination.  AVhich  I  did  and  he 
then  desired  me  to  send  the  Deeds  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the 
Commissioners  was  going  out. 

I  am  wishing  you  Success  in  y"^  arduous  undertaking.  Gen- 
tlemen, 

Your  very  humlile  Servant, 

Charlks  Httrst. 

P.  S.  —When  yon  Gentlemen  come  to  Pliiladelphia,  shall  be 
happy  to  see  you  at  my  house. 

Letter  from  Isaac  Tripp. 

Providence,  Ju)v  28.  1802. 
Gentlemen  : 

I  wisli   to  inform  you   that   T  am  interested  with  the  case  of 

half  a  Lot  N^  G,  in  the  town  oi  Providence,  belonging  to  T,odo- 


■,'A6  LETTERS  FROM  THE 

wick  Updicke,  of .     In  compliance  to  the  Law  I  wish  to 

make  applycation  for  the  same,  if  consistant,  until  he  can  be 
acquainted  with  the  Business. 

Gentlemen,  I  am,  with  respect,  lour  Hble  Servant, 

Isaac  Tripp. 


Letter  from  W.  A.    TJiompson. 

Williamsport.  August  12,  1801. 
Thomas  Lloyd,  Esq^ 

Sir:  We  received  your  letter,  dated  the  24  of  June  last,  con- 
taining queries  with  respect  to  the  lands  claimed  by  the  Heirs 
of  W"'.  Patterson,  deceased,  only  a  few  days  since,  otherwise 
you  may  rest  assured  it  should  not  have  remained  so  long  un- 
answered. We  have  searched  the  papers  of  the  late  M^  (lal- 
breath  Patterson,  but  have  not  been  fortunate  enough  in  find- 
ing any  elite  which  can  enable  us  to  answer  f  ullyyour  Enquiries. 
We  send  a  transcript  of  the  agreement  between  Cox  and  Pat- 
terson. 

We  apprehend  the  probable  source  for  obtaining  any  infor- 
mation with  regard  to  what  Surveys  have  been  made  will  be 
the  Land  Office,  Where  Ave  shall,  as  soon  as  possible,  direct  our 
Attention,  and  the  facts,  which  can  be  ascertained,  shall  be  for- 
warded to  you  without  delay. 

We  are,  Sir,  With  respect, 

Your  Obed'  Servant, 

W.  A.  Thompson. 
JoHX  Rose. 


Letter  from  John  R.  Coates. 

Philad.,  Aug'.  19.  1801. 
Gentlemen  : 

I  attended  as  soon  as  possible  to  procure  such  docum''  as  your 
last  letter  informed  me  were  necessary  for  you.  It  is  impossi- 
ble for  me  to  wait  personally  on  you,  nor  do  I  think  it  will  be 
deemed  necessary,  after  the  Rec'  of  the  Package  in  which  this 
is  enclosed.  I  believe  that  the  papers  now  sent  will  afford  all 
the  elucidation  which  you  require,  and  all  which  I  have  been 
able  to  obtain. 

I  remain.  Sir.  very  respectf'. , 

Your  mos.  Ob.  Servant, 

John  R.  Coatp:s. 
When  you  have  no  further  use  for  the  Draught  &  List  I  will 
be  obliged  by  y'  refs  them. 
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Letter  from  P.  iSiiyder. 

Easton,  Aug'.  19,  1803. 
Tlioinas  Lloyd,  Esq^ 

Sir:  We  have  delayed  acknowledging  your  favour  of  the  14th 
Ult°  (Wherein  you  mention  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  procure 
certified  copies  of  the  Returns  of  Survey  of  the  Lands  owned  or 
claimed  by  our  testator,  M^  Peter  Kachlein,  deceased),  until! 
we  had  wrote  to  a  friend  at  Lancaster  to  make  searches  in  the 
Land  Office,  and  Certify  to  us  the  facts  how  he  shall  have  found 
them.  AVe  have  this  week  received  his  answer.  Who  informs 
us  that  there  are  no  returns  of  Survey  filed  in  the  Office,  he 
therefore  has  sent  us  copies  of  the  original  Warrants  and  Ap- 
plications, Which  the  Surveyor  General  has  directed  to  M^  Sam- 
bourne,  to  execute  and  make  return  thereof  into  the  Surveyor 
Gen'".  Office.  How  to  proceed  in  the  business  now  we  are  totally 
at  a  loss.  We  as  Executors  know  nothing  at  all  about  the  Sit- 
uation of  the  Land  called  for  in  the  Warrants,  k". ,  and  perhaps 
never  will  be  able  to  find  the  identical  spot ;  for  these  reasons, 
we  did  not  now  forward  the  Warrants  to  M^  Sambourne.  We 
would,  therefore,  beg  the  favour  of  your  Consulting  with  that 
Gentleman,  and  if  not  too  troublesome  for  you  to  be  so  obliging 
as  to  write  us  p"^  mail  advising  What  in  your  opinion  We  had 
best  to  do  in  the  business.  Your  compliance  will  be  gratefully 
Acknowledged  by 

Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

P.  Snyder. 

For  myself  and  the  other  executors  Luzerne  County. 


Letter  from  Aaron  Levy. 

Philadelphia,  August  26,  1801. 
M'.  Thomas  Lloyd. 

Sir :  The  above  Lands  conveyed  by  me  to  the  State  are  held 
by  locations  dated  in  April,  1769,  and  which  were  lodged  in  the 
Deputy  Surveyor's  hands  to  be  executed  and  returned  to  the 
Office.  From  111  health  I  have  not  been  able  to  attend  at  Lan- 
caster, and  the  Dfts.  I  could  obtain  I  enclose  you  ;  so  soon  as  I 
can  procure  the  Copy's  of  any  of  the  other  tracts  I  will  forward 
them  to  you. 

I  am.  Sir,  Your  obedient  Servant, 

Aaron  Levy. 
Draught.*  herewith  transmitted  :  John  Wolf,  308.  2.  26 ;  George 
Tanner,  3023. 
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Letter  f)'om  P.  Hnyder. 

Easton,  Sep'.  2,  1801. 
Thomas  Lloyd,  Esq^ 

Sir:  Your  favor  of  the  3Gth  Ult"  was  duly  received  by  me  j)'' 
Mail,  &  feturn  you  my  thanks  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  in 
the  Euquiry,  and  of  informing  your  advice  on  the  Subject  ; 
therefore,  agreeable  to  the  same,  I  herewith  enclose  the  Copies 
of  the  Warrants  and  ApplicaTions  which  we  have  procured  from 
the  Land  Office,  and  by  the  further  favor  of  your  putting  them 
into  the  hands  of  M^  Sambourne,  for  him  to  Execute  if  possi- 
ble, and  further,  to  assure  that  Gentlem"  that  I  should  also 
have  sent  on  his  fees.  If  I  had  known  the  amount,  and  had  not 
dreaded  the  risque  of  some  accident  that  might  happen  if  this 
letter  was  miscarried  before  it  reached  you  ;  that  so  soon  as  the 
service  is  performed  M^  Sambourne  will  be  so  obliging  as  to 
make  out  his  acc'ts.  and  draw  on  me  in  favour  of  any  person 
he  may  think  proper ;  that  the  reasonable  and  legal  amount 
thereof  shall  be  honour  at  sight,  or  paid  to  himself,  if  he  should 
happen  to  come  thro'  this  place,  leaving  the  option  of  conven- 
iency  entirely  to  himself. 

I  am,  with  respect. 

Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servant. 
P.  Snyder. 
Thomas  Lloyd,  Esq'. 

[In  the  above  letter  the  following  Warrants  were  transmitted 
to  M"".  S..  D^.  Surveyor:  Peter  Conrad,  Henry  Schreider, 
Michael  Kocher,  Christ.  Wolf.  Jacob  Millar,  May,  1774.] 


Letter  from  Putnam  Catlin. 

Sept.  25,  1801. 
To  Thomas  Cooper,  Esq'. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  considered  the  contents  of  your  obliging 
note  of  the  11'''  Instant,  &  have  agreed  to  waive  the  exception 
contained  in  my  oath  of  single  title,  because  I  agree  in  opinion 
with  you,  that  the  form  of  the  oath  prescribed  in  the  act  meant 
no  reference  to  a  title  claimed  under  the  confirming  law,  &  be- 
cause I  have  no  disposition  to  reserve  any  point  or  quibble  for 
the  decision  of  the  Board  of  Property. 

Since  that  Board  intend  formally  to  object  to  granting  pat- 
ents, where  the  oath  shall  be  thus  moditied,  it  would  not  be 
prudent  for  me  to  spin  out  the  Controvnrsy  in  a  dispute  aViout 
words  merelj-.    lam  anxious  to  have  the  act  carried  into  Effect, 


PENNSYLVANIA  CLAIMANTS.  349 

as  far  as  jiossible,  and  as  soon  as  convenient;  it  will,  therefoi-e, 
be  very  far  from  my  intention  to  introduce  difficulty  in  any 
stage  of  the  proceedings- 

Should  it  ever  happen  that  this  act  shall  be  repealed,  de- 
feated, or  not  carried  into  Effect,  so  that  I  may  be  driven  to 
rest  ray  title  on  something  else,  I  shall  trust  there  will  be  too 
much  magnanimity  and  Justice  in  the  State  of  Penns^  to  suf- 
fer any  advantage  to  betaken  or  attempted,  by  reason  of  the 
form  of  said  oath. 

I  hope  the  Commissioners  will  not  believe  that  the  exception 
relative  to  the  confirming  law  was  introduced  into  the  oath  for 
any  other  purpose  than  as  a  necessary  caution.  Considering 
the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  the  claim'"  under  that  law 
stand,  especially  since  so  much  has  Vieen  said,  written  and  pub- 
lished, by  one  of  the  Members  of  the  Board  of  Property,  about 
Submission  of  claim,  abandonment  of  claim,  and  of  final  and 
fatal  Non  pros. 

I  am,  Sir,  Y^  obliged  and  humble  Servant, 

Putnam  Catlin. 
Tho^  Cooper,  Esq. 


JMter  from  Rev.  William  Sinith. 

Phila.,  Oct.,  1801. 

Sir :  Your  letter  of  July  14  came  to  the  hands  of  my  Son  Wil- 
liam, when  I  was  absent  in  Maryland,  at  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton, &  I  write  these  few  Imes  from  this  place  on  a  Journey  to 
Huntingdon,  Bedford,  &'. ,  if  I  am  able  to  make  it  otit. 

The  queries  in  your  letter  are  very  proper,  and  shew  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Commissioners  &  yourself  to  the  tedious  and  trouble- 
some business  of  the  Commission.  But  that  it  should  be  laid 
under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  the  owners  of  Lands  ceded  to 
the  State,  for  the  Purpose  of  (accommodation),  requesting 
from  them  not  only  Drafts,  but  the  Title  Rights  of  the  Lands 
ceded.  Surely  the  Officers  of  the  Land  Office  were  able  to  fur- 
nish these,  and  they  are  the  Judges,  with  advice  of  the  State 
of  the  State  law  Officers,  of  the  Validity  of  the  Titles  &  claims, 
and  tlie  Drafts  of  the  returns  of  Survey  are  easily  to  be  found 
in  the  Surveyor  Generals  Office,  if  it  be  under  any  proper  ar- 
rangements &  it  is  his  duty  to  furnish  them,  for  few  of  the 
owners  Avill  take  that  trouble.  Some  cannot  copy  Drafts,  and 
many  have  no  copies  of  the  Drafts  of  their  Land,  &:^. 

As  to  my  partnership  Contracts,  the  Commissioners  may  de- 
pend they  are  valid:  they  Have  been  exhibited  to  the  former 
Land  ofiBcers ;  the  Substance  of  mv  Contracts  with  John  Coxe 
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is  expressed  properly  in  the  same,  and  cover  everything  I  claim 
in  my  release  to  the  State,  and  if  my  Co-partners  have  mis- 
taken or  mistated  their  iSliares,  that  is  to  be  adjusted  after- 
wards, and  I  cannot  see  how  or  why  the  Comm'rs  should  be  at  a 
loss  to  proceed,  because  they  do  not  know  the  precise  chain  of 
title,  or  particular  Share  of  every  person  who  has  released. 
If  it  were  to  be  presumed  that  the  Names  or  Persons  of  Claim- 
ants, could  have  any  influence  over  the  Commissioners,  it  were 
better  they  knew  not  either  of  them,  but  only  to  proceed  to 
value  the  tracts  according  to  Justice,  and  tiieir  powers  hav- 
ing only  the  returns  of  Survey  and  the  names  of  the  original 
Warrantees,  without  any  regard  to  mesne  Conveyances  or  who 
may  be  the  present  owners. 

It  surprizes  me  to  hear  Vou  say  "That  I  have  not  stated  any 
"chain  of  title  to  the  Surveys  in  the  names  of  Richard  Smith 
"(my  Son)  John  Parkinson  and  Simon  Armstrong."  I  have 
regular  Conveyances  from  them  all,  such  as  is  usual  for  obtain- 
ing a  patent,  a.nd  how  could  it  be  supposed  I  would  release  to 
or  trifle  with  the  State,  unless  I  had  such  title?  The  same  is 
the  case  respecting  the  answer  to  your  other  Queries ;  except 
so  far  as  respects  my  authority  from  the  Representatives  of 
John  Lukens.  That  was  derived  from  his  Executors  and  my 
Son  Charles,  as  the  Agent,  and  as  Executor  to  Laurence  Keene, 
Avill  confirm  it. 

I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the 
whole  Survey  of  Abraham's  Plains. divided  into  lots,  with  the 
names  of  the  owners,  certifyed  by  the  late  John  Lukens.  I  de- 
posited it  two  days  ago  with  the  present  Surveyor  General  at 
Lancaster,  who  promised  to  make  out  a  Copy  and  transmit  the 
same  to  the  Commissioners  in  a  few  days. 

Excuse  this  hasty  Scrawl.  If  you  can  find  a  Conveyance  to 
Huntingdon  and  have  anything  further  to  enquire  of  me, 
whereby  ray  answer  can  expedite  the  business  of  the  Comm"^"., 
I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  anv  time  before  the  10th  Nov. 
Direct  to  my  Son  Richard,  who  lives  at  Huntingdon. 
T  am.  Sir,  Y'.  most  humble  Serv*. , 

W"".  Smith. 


Letter  from  William  Moutgomtry. 

Danville,  Oct.  15,  1801. 
Dear  Sir : 

By  Post  I  received  your  note  relative  to  the  minutes  of  the 
Commissioners  under  the  confirming  law.  I  do  not  recollect 
that    I  have  ever  seen    them  since  we  were  broken  uji,  but  I 
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have  always  understood  that  Col.  Pickering  and  Griffith  Evans 
took  them  with  them  to  Philad^  and  lodgeS  them  with    he  S 

ZZl    TTZ'"'  '^"^"^"-  =  '^"^  ^--  t'-^  «^-"ld  have  gotten 
mless   nf  f,""'  ^-'^1-y-t  Washington  I  can't  conceive" 
unles.   they  had   been  tirst  copied  before  they  were  lodged  in 
Council ;  but  this  is  conjecture.     I  know  nothhfg  more  oflhem 
I  am,  Sir,  Y^  ob.  Servt. , 

„      ^^  W-".   MOM'GOMEKY 

M^  Th».  Cooper. 


Lttte?-  from  Matthias  Uollenback. 

To  Thomas  Cooper,  John  Steele,  William  Wilson,  Esquires 
Commissioners  for  hereing  Disputes  between  Connecticut 
oettjers,  &'. 

Gentlemen:  Wilkesbarre,  Oct.  12,  I8OI. 

I  have  objections  against  the  present  Plan  of  Survey  of  the 
two  back  tier  of  town  lots  in  Wiikesbarre,  say  the  second  Divi- 
sion Lots,  numbered  as  follows,  viz  :  in  the  first  tier   N"    38    37 
36,  30,  34,  33,  33,  31,  30,  29,  28  &  27,  and  in   the  seconc^  or  back 
Tier,  N.  oO,  49,  48,  47,  46,  45,  44,  43,  42,  41,  40  and  37.  alledg'g 
that  there  is  more  land  taken  into  the  Length  of  the  said  lott 
then  they  are   entitled   to,  and  by  which    mains  the  Land  so 
taken  into  the  before  going  lots  is  taken  off  of  m  v  third  division 
or  back   lots  (that   is  in  part),  N».  36,  37,  38,  30  and  40.     I  wish 
a  delay  of  the  Certificates  being  granted  to,  or  that  Patents 
may  not  issue  to  Joseph  Slocum,  Eb^  Slocum.  Benjamin  Perrv 
Jacob  Johnston,  John  P.  Schott,  Putnam  Catlin,  Hugh  CoiV 
nor,  Jesse  Fell,  Samuel  Bowman,  Jacob  Hart  and  W"'  Ross  or 
any  one  else,  on  any  of  the  beforegoing  Division  Lots    as  ihe 
maybe  numbered,  untill  I  may  be  regularlv  heard  before  the 
Board  of  Commissioners,  or  uutill  there  may  be  a  Suit  entered 
on  the  cause  at  common  law. 

Matthias  HoLLEiNBACK. 


Letltrjruiii  John  Ewing,  Jun. 

.  Philadelphia,  Dec^  3,  180] 

Sir:  Hearing  that  you  have  returned   to  Lancaster    I  take 
the  liberty  of  requesting  you  to  inform  me  whether  the  Lands 
belonging  to  my  father,  in  partnership  with  Convngham    Ne«s 
bit,  and  the  heirs  of  Charles  Stewart,  situate  in  Nanticok'e  and 
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Jacob's  Plains,  have  been  surveyed,  and  whether  the  Business 
is  in  such  a  situation  that  we  shall  be  able  to  obtain  our  money 
upon  f?oing  to  Lancaster  for  it. 

A  line  in  answer  to  this  as  soon  as  convenient  will  greatly 
oblige  us.     We  are  now  much  in  want  of  that  Money,  which  we 
should  have  received  many  years  since. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obed'. ,  hble  Servt., 

J"°.    EWING,  JUK'. 

Thomas  Cooper,  Esq'. 


Letter  from  John  3IulhaUon. 

Easton,  Dec^  14,  1801. 
Dear  Sir  :  When  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  in  the  City, 
I  mentioned  to  you  to  inform  me  with  respect  to  a  small  back 
track  of  Land  lying  on  the  Mouth  of  Lackwany,  with  a  Saw  Mil 
on  it ;  the  information  I  wish  to  have.  Who  is  the  rail  Connecti- 
cut Claiment,  and  who  the  Pensylvania  proprietors?  if  relin- 
quished, What  the  valuation  is  and  any  other  matter  material 
for  me  to  know,  in  order  to  obtain  an  indisputable  title  for  the 
same;  this  information  I  wish  you  to  communicate  me  by  post 
as  soon  as  posable,  as  my  intention  is  to  proscede  through  that 
Country  to  the  pented  post  about  Chrisamus.  You  attention 
to  the  Subject  will  ever  be  remembered  by  your  Sincere  friend 

and  humble  Serv'. , 

John  Mulhallon. 
Thomas  Lloyd,  Esq^ 


Letter  from  D.   H.   Conyngham. 

Wilkesbarre,  May  27,  1802. 
(jrentlemen  : 

I  received  your  note  in  answer  to  my  application  of  last  Even- 
ing. It  has  distressed  me  beyond  anything  I  have  met  with, 
and  altho'  I  must  not  call  in  question  any  official  determina- 
tion, yet  you  will  allow  me  personally  to  state  my  situation,  and 
to  beg,  if  in  your  power,  you  will  render  me  such  assistance 
as  you  consistently  can. 

Embarrassed  in  Circumstances,  from  a  too  great  confidence 
in  former  friends,  I  have  retired  from  every  Business  but  a 
Liquidation  of  the  affairs  of  Co".  Nesbitt  and  Co.,  from  whom 
there  are  several  heavy  Pebts  still  due,  for  which  Mortgages 
on  my  property  about  the  (!ity  are  given,  and  if  pressed  to  Sale 
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and  really  put  up  would  bring  but  little  in  proportion  to  its 
cost  and  value  at  this  unfortunate  moment ;  to  the  Banks  we 
have  also  a  Sum  to  pay  and  having  given  to  our  Endorsers  an 
engagement  to  apply  the  amount  of  our  Lauds  Surrendered  to 
the  State,  they  have  indulged  us  by  renewing  our  paper  to  this 
moment,  but  on  my  return  to  the  City  with  your  Letter  I 
dread  a  stop  to  the  whole,  and  an  accumulation  of  distress 
will  fall  upon  me  ;  perhaps,  therefore,  some  plan  for  my  private 
relief  can  be  suggested,  <t  as  besides  our  own  part  the  Estate  of 
Colonel  Stewart  owe  us  a  debt  of  D'\  5,000,  Which  they  can 
only  repay  from  the  Certificates;  a  general  Schedule  of  the 
Lands  surveyed,  with  the  acres  and  value,  might  enable  me 
to  induce  one  of  the  Banks  to  relieve  me,  giving  up  our  Claim  on 
the  Certificates  when  issued  by  you  to  their  order ;  as  it  would 
be  signed  by  y"^  Clerk,  no  other  use  could  be  made  of  it,  and 
when  you  consider  I  am  in  fact  deprived  of  all  title  by  my  Act 
of  Surrender,  I  hope  my  private  distresses  will  lead  you  to  ap- 
prove of  this  or  suggest  some  mode  equally  satisfactory. 

I  again  Apologize  for  my  Importunity,  but  hope  your  Friend- 
ship for  me  will  excuse  me. 

I  shall  leave  town  to-morrow  morning  if  the  weather  will 
allow  ine»  and  am,  with  regard, 

Y^  h'bleServ'., 

D.   H.  CONYNGHAM. 


Letter  from  Col.  Francis  Johnston. 

Blockley  near  Philad".,  July  30,  1801. 
Gentlemen : 

Your  Letter  of  the  14  Inst,  came  duly  to  hand,  in  reply  for 
wtiich  I  have  enclosed  for  your  perusal  a  List  of  Patents,  &"*., 
belonging  to  the  Estate  of  Lawrence  Keene,  dec"^.,  but  Whether 
they,  or  any  of  them,  are  situate  within  the  Seventeen  Town- 
ships I  cannot  say,  not  having  in  my  possession  the  line  of 
these  townships. 

There  are  two  or  thi-ee  tracts  in  which  the  Estate  of  Law- 
rence Keene  is  also  interested,  lying  in  Bently's  creek,  above 
Tyoga,  and  adjoining  the  N.  York  line  ;  but  whether  these 
are  within  or  without  the  Townships,  for  the  reason  already 
assigned,  I  cannot  tell.  I  am  sorry  it  is  not  in  my  power  to 
furnish  you  with  documents  relating  to  the  specific  tracts,  hav- 
ing no  papers  in  my  possession  but  the  Patents. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

Francis  Johnston. 
Mess".  Cooper,  Steele,  &  Wilson,  Comm'rs,  &"=». 
23— Vol.  XVIII. 
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Patents  N".  429,  dated  34  May,  1788,  Major  Keene,  Luz.  Co. .  400. 
552,  d°.  d".  .-)53. 

403,  d".  d°.  -,02. 

435,  d".  d°.  G02. 

267,  d».  d".  346. 

369,  d».  d'.  400. 

69,  d".  d".  500. 

166,  d°.  d".  500. 

281,  d".    .  d".  500. 

All  in  the  new  Purchase. 
Patent  to  Lawrence  Keene,    dat.  6  Jan.,    1784,    308,   North** 
County,  situate  in  Augusta  township. 
Warr'  and  Survey  to  Lawrence  Keene,  July  17,  1787,  300. 
A  small  tract  in  Lycoming,  then  North"  Co.,  147. 
Patent  to  the  Executors  in  trust,  dat.  12  Ap. ,  1797,  99f,  situate 
in  Augusta. 

Ditto,  Ditto,  12  April,  1797,  286,  situate  in  Washington  Town- 
ship. 


Letter  from  William  l>fcuin-. 

Easton,  May  31,  1802. 
Dear  Sir : 

Yours  of  the  28""  Instant  I  received,  and  in  answer  beg  leave 
to  inform  you  that  1  have  obtained  the  release  spoken  of 
(signed  Thomas  Hayes)  and  transmited  tlie  same  to  Tench 
Coxe,  Esquire,  in  Nov. ,  1800,  which  you  will  find  amongst  your 
releases.  I  have  recently  been  informed  that  Hays  conveyed 
to  Col.  Stewart,  who  conveyed  to  Conyngham,  Nesbitt  and 
C.  20  Years  ago,  that  the  case  Hays  has  no  title.  My  respects, 
to  General  Steele,  M^  Wilson  &  Col.  Home. 

Y'ours  truly, 

W".  Deane. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq'. 


Letter  from  Judge  Jesse  Fell. 

Wilkesbarre.  May  29,  1802. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Commissioners,  of 
the  26th  Instant,  1  waited  on  Lawrence  Myers,  Esq^ ,  who  I 
understood  was  interested  in  the  township  of  Northmoreland  ; 
we  called  on  Captain  Gallup,  Sh'flf.  Dorrance  and  John  Dor- 
rance,  who  are  all  considerably  interested  in"  the  same  town- 
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ship;  they  agreed  to  call  a  town  meeting  next  fryday  in  that 
Township.  I  understood  M^  Myers  was  considered  as  town 
Clerk  and  agreed  to  advertise  the  meeting.  M^  (iallup  in- 
formed me  that  he  was  in  possession  of  a  certified  Plan  of  the 
township  of  Northmoreland,  the  original  field  Book  of  Parks 
that  surveyed  it,  and  also  a  List  of  original  Proprietors,  but 
declined  giving  up  the  Plan  until  a  town  meeting  was  called, 
or  he  refunded  the  Expences  he  had  been  at  in  obtaining  it ; 
these  Gentlemen  proposed  having  Committees  appointed  to 
conduct  the  business  of  the  town,  Collect  papers,  &".,  and  com- 
ply with  the  request  of  the  Cortlraissioners  without  dela.j',  and 
informed  me  that  ic  would  be  unnecessary  for  me  to  go  into 
Northmoreland,  as  they  would  take  every  step  Necessary  in 
the  business. 

Then  taking  with  me  Sh'ff  Dorrance,  who  very  obligingly  ac- 
companied me  to  the  house  of  M^  John  Jenkins,  I  told  M'. 
Jenkins  I  waited  on  him  with  an  arrent  from  the  State  Com- 
missioners. I  had  a  memoranda  of  my  business  and  would 
hand  it  to  him  for  his  information  ;  after  reading  it  he  replied 
he  did  not  know  the  Gentlemen,  that  he  had  no  business  with 
them,  or  had  he  any  papers  for  them  ;  that  he  had  no  papers 
but  his  own,  and  that  he  should  not  deliver  the  papers  to  any 
Pennsylvanian  ;  that  he  was  not  town  Clerk  of  Exeter,  nor  did 
he  know  who  was  town  Clerk  ;  that  he  did  not  want  his  Land 
surveyed  ;  if  he  did  he  could  do  it  himself.  I  saw  M^  Jenkins 
the  next  day  at  the  house  of  M"".  Barnum,  at  Pittstown,  he  re- 
quested to  see  my  memoranda,  which  I  handed  to  him  ;  he 
again  replied,  he  should  deliver  none  of  his  papers  to  any  Penn- 
sylvanian. M^  Dorrance  informed  that  Peter  Harris,  James 
Scovell  and  Moses  Scovell  were  proper  persons  to  apply  to.  I 
then  waited  on  James  Scovell ;  he  informed  me  that  Moses 
Scovell  had  acted  as  town  Clerk  and  shew'd  one  part  of  a 
plan  of  Exeter;  it  contained  only  some  lots  on  the  river  with- 
out distance  or  Number,  which  I  considered  could  be  of  No  Ser- 
vice to  the  Commissioners.  I  then  waited  on  Peter  Harris  and 
Moses  Scovell.  Moses  Scovell  informed  me  he  was  not  what  was 
called  proprietors  Clerk,  and  that  he  only  acted  as  Clerk  at 
their  township  Elections;  the  information  was  generally  that 
all  the  papers  were  destroyed  in  the  Indian  Wars;  they  pro- 
posed to  call  a  town  ineeting  and  take  immediate  steps  to  come 
before  the  Commissioners  with  their  claims. 

I  next  proceeded  to  providence  township.  1  waited  on  Esq^ 
Searl,  Who  informed  me  that  he  liad  some  papers  belonging 
to  this  Township  which  he  was  willing  to  give  me,  but  thought 
it  better  to  deliver  them  to  a  Committee  of  the  town  ;  he  in- 
formed me  that  ReubenTavlor  was  town  Clerk.     I  then  waited 
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on  M"".  Taylor,  who  informed  me  that  he  had  no  other  papers 
than  a  few  town  Votes ;  that  what  papers  there  were  respect- 
ing this  Township  were  in  the  hands  of  Esquire  Searle ;  that 
he  by  request  liad  advertised  town  meeting  to  be  held  next 
Thursday,  on  other  important  Business  to  the  Township,  and 
went  with  me  to  Isaac  Tripp,  whose  Father  had  obtained  the 
Grant  of  the  Township. 

M^  Tripp  informed  us  that  all  their  oritjinal  papers  were  de- 
stroyed in  the  Indian  Wars,  but  expected  they  were  on  Record ; 
they  proposed  to  notify  those  concerned,  and  attend  to  the 
request  of  the  Commissioners  without  delay.  I  returned,  be- 
lieving from  the  general  disposition  that  these  Townships  will 
be  before  the  Commissioners  in  a  few  days. 

Jksse  Fell. 


Representation  of  the  Settlers. 

Salem,  June  3,  1802. 
To  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  carrying  into  Execution 
the  Act  of  4"'  April,  1799,  entitled  an  Act  for  compensation  to 
Penn»°.  Claimants  of  certain  Lands  within  the  17  townships  in 
the  County  of  Luzerne. 

The  Subscribers,  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Connecticut 
Settlers,  residing  within  the  township  of  Salem,  for  that  pur- 
pose, beg  leave  to  address  upon  the  subject  of  their  claims. 
The  township  of  Salem  was  regularly  granted  by  the  Susque- 
hannah  Company,  and  every  condition  requisite  to  vest  in  the 
Proprietors  every  right  or  lot  in  s"*  township  was  promptly  ful- 
filled. But  from  the  interv^ention  of  the  revolutionary  war 
some  rights  in  the  said  Township  were  not  improved  nor  occu- 
pied, until  since  the  l^ecree  of  Trenton. 

The  Settlers,  therefore,  wish  to  be  informed  from  those  Cir- 
cumstances wether  the  Township  of  Salem  generally  Comes 
within  the  act  or  not.     If  not,  wether  the  rights  or  lots  unoc- 
cupied from  the  Circumstances  af**^  are  excluded.     An  Answer 
from  the  Board  to  those  questions  will  much  oblige. 
We  are.  Gentlemen, 

Your  mo.  Obt.  Humble  Servants, 
Alexander  Jamison, 
Nathan  Beach. 

Coinmittee. 
Mess".  Thomas  Cooper,  General  Steele,  William  Wilson. 
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Letter  J^rom  William  Slocum. 

June  a,  1802. 
To  the  honorable  Commissioners  now  setting  in  Wilkesbarre 
to  Put  into  Execution  the  act  of  April  4,  1799,  entitled   an  Act 
for  offering   Compensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants  of 
certain  Lands  in  the  County  of  Luzerne,  &,".,  &". 

Whereas  difficulty  is  likely  to  arise  respecting  the  tSale  of  our 
Public  Lands  in  the  township  of  Pittstown,  as  I  am  told  the 
honorable  Commissioners  do  not  cognize  the  Sale  of  Lands  in 
the  same  situation  in  other  townships,  I  humbly  ask  an  answer 
in  writing,  as  we  are  to  have  a  town  meeting  to-morrow,  by 
which  means  we  shall  be  able  of  conducting  our  Business 
regular.  I  ask  this  as  I  am  one  of  the  Committee  that  sold 
the  land  ;  if  it  is  inconsistant  with  your  manner  of  Duing  Bus- 
iness, I  hope  your  honor  will  excuse  me  for  the  liberty  I  take. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  very  humble  Servant, 

William  Slocum. 
Tho'.  Cooper,  Esq'. 


Answer  to  the  above. 

June  3,  1802. 
The  better  way  will   be  for  the  Inhabitants  at  a  town  meet- 
ing to  appoint  a  Committee  to  apply  for  the  Lands  as  trustees 
on  behalf  of  the  Inhabitants  and  proprietors  of  the  Town  ;  the 
sooner  this  is  done  the  better. 

Thomas  Coopkr. 


Representation  from  Berwick. 

Berwick,  June  12'\  at  5  o'clock,  1802. 
We  the  people  of  -Berwick,  at  Common  Council,  met  and 
think  it  our  duty  to  give  your  Honours  an  early  notice  of  our 
Situations.  We  understand  that  they  have  had  a  meeting  in 
Salem  Township,  and  they  have  unanimously  agreed  to  sup- 
port each  other  to  git  the  whole  Township  or  not  to  let  you 
come  into  the  Township  to  settle  the  disputes.  We  holding 
Pennsylvania  titles,  which  we  have  purchased  at  a  high  rate, 
laying  in  the  lower  Eadge  of  Salem  Township,  we  think  to  be 
enabled  to  prove  by  some  of  the  old  Settlers  that  they  did  not 
settle  under  the  Connecticut  title,  and  further,  that  there  is 
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several  lots  in  the  lower  end  of  the  Township  that  they  cannot 
prove  the  settlement  of  them  before  the  Decree  of  Trintown, 
which  the  lower  lot  runs  in  our  Land  and  likely  will  takeaway 
the  waterworks,  fishery  and  ferry,  which  may  in  time  be  val- 
uable ;  which  is  granted  to  the  Town  by  the  Bill  of  rights  ;  hard 
it  appears  to  us,  being  the  Frontiers  in  this  disputed  Country 
and  haveing  our  Deeds  of  Land  from  the  State,  being  in  peace- 
able possession,  we  confide  in  your  honours  that  where  they 
cannot  prove  up  the  Settlement  of  those  Lots  under  Connec- 
ticut to  the  very  Extent  of  the  law  in  the  lower  end  of  Salem, 
that  you  will  not  think  it  proper  to  grant  them  a  Certifiicate  tor 
their  Lands. 

But  they  say  that  they  can  prove  up  20  Settlers. 

William  Bryan,  Clerk. 
iUess".  Cooper,  Steele  and  Wilson,  Esq". 


Representation  from  Kingston. 
Kingston,  Wednesday,  27  minits  past  8  a.  m. 
To  the  honourable  the  State  Commissioners  appointed  under 

the  Act  of  1799. 
(^ientlemen  : 

The  Committee  of  Kingston  seize  the  earliest  moment  to  state 
to  your  Board  that  until  your  decision  is  made  known,  where 
The  middle  line  of  the  Town  is  by  your  opinion  established, 
it  will  be  necessary  for  them  to  make  any  enquiries  as  to  the 
rear  Bounds  of  the  town,  as  the  west  corner  is  Vague  and  M'. 
Cooper  gave  his  oppinion  Yesterday  ;  notwithstanding  all  that 
was  shewn  the  north  Corner  Bounds  remained  indefinite. 
Should  it  be  your  oppinion  that  the  ancient  Corners  and  the 
lines  run  by  M^  Wood  worth  are  of  no  Consequence;  then  the 
objects  of  the  proprietors  of  Kingston  cannot  be  obtained  thro' 
the  medium  of  their  Committee,  agreeable  to  the  votes  of  their 
meeting,  viz:  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  assist  the 
State  Surveyor  to  ascertain  the  old  lines  and  Bounds  of  said 
town  and  the  lines  of  the  head  of  every  tier  of  lotts  in  said 
town  as  run  by  M'.  Woodworth. 

We  should  not  have  hesitated  a  moment  on  the  propriety  of 
the  object  in  view  in  our  appointment,  had  not  M^  Cooper 
have  said  "We  will  fix  the  corner  whare  we  please,  and  order 
"our  Surveyor  to  run  the  line  as  we  please,  and  give  Certifi- 
"  cates,  &^  "  Should  this  be  the  oppinion  of  your  Board  in  Bank, 
the  Committee   consider  their  appointment  useless  and  their 
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Business  superceded,   and   may  not  pay  any  farther  attention 
to  the  Enquiry.     Wait  tlie  issue. 

Gentlemen, 
with  all  due  respect  we 

subscribe  ourselves  your  mo.  ob'. 

and  very  humble  Serv'ts, 

B.   Carpe^tkr, 
B.  Smith, 

Committee. 
[To  this  Letter  no  answer  was  returned.     See  the  notes  taken 
at  the  time  of  the  trial  upon  the  contested  Line,  where  all  the 
proceedings  are  accurately  reported.] 


Letter  from  Abraham  Van  Courtright. 

Bloom  Township,  Northumberland  County, 

June  17th,  1802. 
Gentlemen : 

I  have  received  Enformation  that  three  Lots,  East  side  of 
the  river,  lying  in  the  manner  above  Buttonwood,  on  the  E. 
side  of  the  river,  about  one  mile  below  Wilkesberry  town,  in 
the  County  of  Luzerne,  distinguished  by  Numbers  thirty-six, 
thirty-seven  and  thirty-Eight,  Has  Been  Released  by  some 
Pennsylvania  Claimant  agreeable  to  the  laws  and  provided  for 
that  purpose  and  releasing  their  claim.  But  the  rail  title  for 
said  lots  is  invested  in  myself  the  Subscriber  and  Beni  Hundy. 
Having  in  the  Year  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Seventy- 
three,  I  purchased  the  same  of  Philip  Johnston,  as  the  rail 
title  was  then  invested  in  s'*  Johnston,  and  neither  of  us  has 
released  any  part  of  the  said  lots  to  the  State. 

Gentlemen,  I  would  not  wish  to  be  tedious,  but  if  you  please 
to  Inform  the  Bearer,  M'.  Mundy,  and  also  write  a  few  lines 
to  me  how  the  business  stands. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  Yours,  &^, 

Abraham  V».  Courtright. 
To  the  honorable  Body  of  Commissioners  app^,  &^ 


Letter  from  Hamuel  Jackson. 

Berwick,  June  21,  1802. 
Gentlemen : 

I  herein  send  you  a  Plan  of  our  town,  marked  as  near  as  pos- 
sible, with  a  chain  shewing  near  the  middle  of  Water  lot  N".  10 
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is  in  the  township  of  Salem  ;  one  Draft  surveyed  from  the  Town 
land  for  Jacob  Smithers  adjoining  the  Town  plan,  and  Land 
surveyed  for  Alexander  Patterson, and  also  s'^  Patterson's  Draft 
occupied  Ijy  or  for  W".  Bryan  since  the  year  '88,  for  your  peru- 
sal, and  if  it  should  suit  you,  when  you  remove  your  offices 
for  Salem.  You  may  Vje  accommodated  in  the  Town  of  Berwic, 
and  in  Salem  on  Lot  N".  IG  with  a  tolerable  two  Story  house, 
rent  free,  now  unoccupied,  where  I  expect  you  can  l)e  accom- 
modated as  reasonable  and  as  genteel  as  in  any  part  of  this 
Country.  I  therefore  submit  all  to  your  Superior  judgment, 
and  remain,  with  due  respect. 

Your  real 

F'riend,  &'. , 

Samuel  Jackson. 

Thomas  Cooper,  Gen.  Steele,  &  "William  Wilson,  Esq".,  Com- 
missioners. 

P.  S.  —Please  to  excuse  bad  writiug,as  the  mail  is  just  closing. 


Letter  from  Reuben  Taylor. 

Providence,  July  15,  1802. 
Sir  :  Pleas  to  let  the  Bearer,  Daniel  Taylor,  have  the  Extracks 
from  M'.  Hart's  office  that  belong  to  me,  which  I  left  at  Ifhe 
Commissioners  office  when  I  exhibited  my  clame,  my  Deeds 
refers  to  the  Partition  of  the  Estate  of  Jedediah  Hoyt,  deceist, 
and  shall  want  the  said  papers  to  describe  the  bounds  to  the 
Surveyors. 

One  paper  the  order  of  the  Orphans'  Court,  one  D".  the  Ex- 
tract Deed  of  the  administrator  of  Timothy  Keys  to  Jedediah 
Hoyt,  one  other  paper  the  partition  of  the  Estate  of  Jedediah 
Hoyt,  will  oblige, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

Reuben  Taylor. 
The  honorable  Thomas  Cooper,  State  Commissioner. 


Letter  from  Evan  Owen. 

Berwick,  July  2C.  1802. 
Sir:  After  reading  your  observations  on  the  Wyoming  dis- 
putes, and  viewing  a  Catalogue  I  made  some  time  past  of 
many  acts  on  the  Subject,  at  a  moderate  calculation  of  the  Ex- 
penses making  and  repealing  will  far  exceed  the  sum  limited 
to  value  the  I^and  to  the  Pennsylvanians  in  the  whole  of  the 
17  townships,  and  if  the  sum  to  be  paid  by  the  Connecticut  Set- 
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tiers  will  more  than  pay  the  Expence  of  the  Commissioners, 
the  State  will  be  gainer  by  paying  the  Pennsylvanians  the  full 
value  for  all  the  hold,  rather  than  continue  disputes  as  long 
again,  and  shall  chearfully  coinside  in  Judgment  with  you  on 
the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature,  as  to  inspire  confidence  or 
terror,  but  on  the  contrary  invited  insult  to  insult,  made  one 
necessity  beget  another,  and  leave  the  Pennsylvanian  support- 
ing the  Interest  of  the  State,  with  his  projjerty  embarrassed, 
withoTlt  opening  a  Door  to  recover  the  damage  ;  yet  I  consider 
all  those  done  away  by  application  to  the  act  of  4th  April.  1799, 
and  Supplements  makeing  part  of  the  Township  Salem  a  Com- 
mon Stock  with  a  cause  of  Sate  from  the  12th  May,  1776,  if  al- 
lowed to  be  run  by  you  Deputy  by  courses  and  Distances  from 
the  Beginning  horn  Beam,  M-ith  notice  to  those  whose  titles  it 
may  effect,  then  will  the  Law  of  occupancy  prevail,  subject 
to  other  Laws  of  this  State,  and  the  only  Differences  amongst 
the  Settlers  is  different  modes  of  Sur\'eys,  one  interfering  with 
the  other,  and  Justice  and  Equity  if  Conciliation  i»  to  be  pursued 
towards  the  Settlers  will  secure  to  the  Settler  the  Lot  he  oc- 
cupied in  the  mode  he  settled,  as  each  Lot  is  a  separate  tract 
in  Pennsylvania.  I  shall  add  that  though  the  Legislator  may 
have  a  right  to  take  land  from  an  Individual  for  roads  and 
Canals,  for  a  just  Compensation  in  money,  to  benefit  the  pub- 
lic, yet  I  know  of  no  law  in  this  Commonwealth  to  remove  one 
Settler  for  another,  unless  the  possessor  should  be  proved  in- 
sain  and  fall  under  the  protection  of  the  Court  here.  I  submit 
the  Premises  to  your  superior  Judgment,  in  hopes  to  see  you 
at  the  time  you  appointed,  I  am,  with  due  Respect,  Yours,  &<=. , 

Evan  Owen. 
P.  S.— Excuse   Error  of   Judgment.      I  think  as   I   say.     To 
Thomas  Cooper,  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Commissioners, Luzerne 
County. 


Letter  from  Ebenezer  Bowman  and  Cthers. 

Wilkesbarre.  Sept'.  3,  1802. 
Sir  :  We  have  to  acknowledge  your  communication  of  yester- 
day on  the  Subject  of  Appeals,  and  to  apologise  for  not  mak- 
ing you  an  earlier  answer.  We  have  attended  to  the  proposi- 
tions you  have  been  pleased  to  make,  and  cannot,  circum- 
stanced as  we  are.  find  ourselves  warranted  in  acceding  to 
them.  We  have  had  no  opportunity  of  seeing  any  of  our 
Clients  interested   in  the  Subject  of  Appeals,  and  should  we 
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agree  to  anything  (however  reasonable  in  itself),  We  might 
incur  their  displeasure.  We  entertain  hopes  that  between  this 
and  next  term  (April),  Some  legislative  interference  or  Judi- 
cial determination  will  take  place,  removing  every  doubt  which 
the  Subject  may  excite.  We  are,  Sir,  with  due  respect.  Yours, 
&^. 

RosEWELL  Welles, 
Ebexezek  Bowman, 
Thomas  Graham. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq'. 


Letter  from  Capt.  John  Paul  Schott. 

Wilkesbarre,  September  18,  1802. 
Dear  Sir : 

I  received  p,  few  lines  from  you,  together  with  the  Deposition 
of  Thomas  Wigton.  I  can't  say  how  it  is,  I  would  request  you 
to  suspent  your  judgement  ontill  I  can  write  to  Thomas  Neil 
to  find  out  the  truth.  Thomas  Wigton  then  had  a  good  Car- 
actor,  and  when  that  place  or  lot  was  sold  nobody  forbid  the 
Sale  thereof,  altho'  they  knowed  it. 

our  best  respects  to  you  and  Son,  and  I  am. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Servant, 

John  P.  Schott. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq^ ,  Braintrim,  Luz.  C. 


Represei.  Lation  of  David  Moore. 

Feby.  17,  1803. 

Sir  :  Having  the  honour  of  a  slight  acquaintance  with  you, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  to  you  a  few  lines  for  the  con- 
sider" of  the  Commissioners  who  value  the  lands  ret"^  to  the 
Commonw"'  within  the  17  townships.  You  will  be  so  good  as 
to  present  them  to  your  Colleagues.  I  trust  there  is  no  im- 
propriety in  addressing  tne  Commission  on  a  subject  in  which 
I  am  interested,  and  over  which  they  exercise  such  unbounded 
Powers;  business  prevented  my  addressing  them  earlier. 

A  Line  addressed  to  me  at  West  Chester,  informing  when  it 
is  expected  the  Commissioners  will  report,  will  be  gratefully 
rec''  by  your  obed'  Serv'. , 

David  Moore. 

William  Wilson,  Esq^ 
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Mess'''    Coofier,  Wilson  and  Steele,  Commissioners,  &". , 
Gentlemen  : 

Tiie  death  of  my  father  (James  Moore,  Esq. ),  and  my  conse- 
quent interest  in  the  api)raisement  of  the  lands  released  to  the 
Commonwealth  within  the  17  Townships,  induce  me  to  submit 
to  your  consideration  the  following,'  circumstances:  That  J. 
Moore  had  paid  for  those  lands  as  early  as  the  year  1773,  that 
he  esteemed  some  of  the  tracts  valuable  alone  for  tlieir  woods 
and  Sawmill  ^eats.  Others  on  account  of  Ore  mill  seats,  A:  that 
he  once  refused  an  oiler  of  o  Dols.  the  acre  for  the  greater  part 
of  them.  That  Commissioners,  under  the  act  of  1783,  made  a 
favourable  report  on  those  Lands,  and  that  David  Mead, under 
an  Act  of  Assembly  for  compensation,  rec*  from  the  State  £5 
the  acre  for  one  of  the  tracts  to  which  he  set  up  a  false  claim. 

My  father  was  induced  to  make  the  release  to  the  (Common- 
wealth from  these  reflections,  viz:  I'''.  That  the  measure  was 
necessary  for  the  peace  of  the  State.  2.  That  the  very  limited 
price  allowed  by  law  was  only  to  be  considered  as  a  compensa- 
tion, and  not  as  a  purchase.  5  Dols.  could  not  be  considered 
as  the  purchase  of  Lands  worth  50.  Dols;  yet  it  would  bean 
adequate  compensation  for  all  the  costs  and  trouble  of  the  re- 
leasor; under  the  constitution  he  knew  the  property  could  not 
be  taken  without  a  just  compensation,  even  for  the  public,  he 
therefore  did  not  believe  the  legislature  for  the  use  of  some  of 
their  worst  Citizens  would  obtain  the  property  at  a  less  than 
just  compensation  by  the  fraud  of  delusive  Offers  and  terms, 
by  denying  protection  to  the  possession  of  the  property  itself. 
3'.  That  it  would  be  the  duty,  and  of  course  the  conduct  of  the 
Commissioners,  to  give  the  laAV  its  true  construction  and  so 
act  as  not  under  the  law  unreasonable,  unconstitutional  or  un- 
just. In  ascertaining  value  he  considered  the  Commissioners 
as  exercising  the  important  rights  of  a  Jury,  and  like  a  Jury  he 
trusted  they  would  receive  inform"  and  reasoning  and  decide  ac- 
cording to  equity  as  well  as  law  :  he  conceived  their  powers  to  be 
all  important,  the  superceded  the  trial  by  Juryandhadthehon- 
our  of  the  State  and  the  rights  of  their  fellow-citizens  in  their 
hands,  without  the  smallest  controul  either  by  new  trial,  re- 
hearing or  Appeal. 

4.  That  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  Commisioners  sent,  to 
ascertain  what  purchase  money  was  paid  and  when,  and  bj' 
proper  calculations  of  Interest  to  equalize  all  the  releases  as 
to  reimbursements,  then  to  take  into  consideration  the  several 
values  of  the  property  released  and  average  the  appraisement 
so  as  to  make  a  Just  and  equitable  compensation  (in  the  way 
of  Damages),  according  to  the  sacrifice  of  value  each  releasor 
may  be  supposed  to  have  made  to  the  State.     The  State  in  de- 
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fault,    not  only  for   Neglect   in   not  protecting  the   rights   it 
granted,    by  the  variout;    interferance    of    its   Liegislatures   in 
preventing   a    possei^sion  of  the  land  it  had  granted,  and  as  a 
defaulting  individual  was  bound  in  conscience,  not  only  to  re- 
imburse but  to  compensate  witli  adequate  damages  within  the 
limits  prescribed  by  law.      He  belives  that  improvements,  and 
all  natural  advantages  of  ores,  Water,  &'=^ ,  would  have  their 
values  considered  as  well  as  Soil.     5.    His  claim  for  reimburse- 
ments at  the  time  of  his  release,  Sep. ,  '99,  stood  thus  : 
Cash    p'*  the   Receiver  General,  receipt  dated    9,  21 
June,  1773,  for  Lands  in  the  names  of  Forster, 
(xeorge    Lurgan,  Moore,  Mead,   McClay,  McCord, 
Parr,    Russel,    Smith.    Teinpleton,   J.  Wilson,  W. 

Wilson,  J.   \Veit..all  i:  C.Wei tzall,  am' 362.10.0 

Interest   on   that  Sum  from  1  July,  '73  to  V-  Dec"". , 

1774,  when  fees  of  Survey  was  paid,  1.  5  Mo..     .    .  30.16.3 

Add  Surveyor  fees  then  paid 36.   0.0 

Add  the  moiety  of  the  Sums  p'^  the  State  on  the 
Warr'ts  of  Ke.ssand  Kachlein,  J.  Moore  p''  £100  for 
this    raoiety  but   the  State  is  only  to  be  charged 

with  its  receipt, 24.15.0 

Add  Expences  in  discovering  Warrenty  &  Survey  "g, 

at  least, 45.18.9 

Total, £500.   0.0 

Comp'^Int'on  that  Sum  from  P^  Dec^ ,  1774,  to  1 
Sep.,  '99,  when  he  made  the  release,  is  Y".  24,  9 
Months  Interest  from  then  to  valuation,     ....       1,518.15.0 

Total  claim  for  reimbursement,  and  if  a  Cent  less  is 

allowed  a  fair  reimbursement  will  not  be  made,  .    £2,018.15.0 

My  father  took  up  those  lands  early,  and  if  they  were  not  all 
of  the  first  rate,  he  trust etl  from  their  natural  advantages,  and 
his  early  oportunity  of  choice,  that  they  were  fully  within  the 
Second  rate. 

Under  these  ideas  he  rested  satisfied  that  he  would  not  only 
be  reimbursed,  but  receive  a  considerable  compensation. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  I  will  only  add  that  Compound 
Interest  in  this  case  is  not  only  equitable  but  necessary  to  Jus- 
tice, and  can  lawfully  be  allowed  in  the  valuation.  The  man 
who  di  n  not  pay  the  State,  but  traded  on  his  money,  or  put  it 
to  interest,  made  compound  interest,  he  ought  not  to  be  in  bet- 
ter situation  than  the  Citizen  who  with  more  honesty  paid  for 
his  land. 

Again,  unless   the   most   liberal  Valuations  are  put  upon  the 
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lands  released,  another  instance  will  be  afforded  where  the 
delinquent  or  refractory  citizens  will  be  placed  in  a  better  sit- 
uation by  law,  than  those  who  with  the  greatest  promptitude 
submit  to  the  will  of  the  Legislature. 

It  is  in  the  instance  of  the  late  law  enabling  those  who  did 
not  release  their  right,  to  recover  from  the  State  the  Value  of 
their  Lands,  to  V)e  found  by  a  .1  ury  who  will  be  under  no  limits 
in  price,  and  who  can  take  into  consideration  every  equity 
and  every  species  of  value. 

^Vith  the  fullest  reliance  on  the  Wisdom  of  the  Commr's,  I 
subscribe  myself  their  devoted,  Humble  Serv^, 

David  Moorb. 


Letter  from  Charles  Hurst. 

D^  Sir:  I  sold  the  State  near  8.000  acres  of  land,  ab'.  1,500 
on  Lacawanna  creek.  M\  Lloyd  &  the  Survey"^  spoke  to  me  ab'. 
12  M^  since,  &  told  methe  land  above  lay  at  Pittstown  &  was 
surveyed  ;  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
valuations  and  when  you  expect  we  shall  have  Certific"  for  it. 
I  believe  them  lands  were  good  one.  Samuel  &  William  Miller 
has  a  mill  on  part  of  it,  and  I  am  told  its  mostly  settled  Shall 
be  glad  to  hear  if  the  Lauds  on  Susquehannah  are  surveyed 
under  the  Rights  of  S^  AVilliam  Petty,  now  Lord  Sheiburne, 
Arent  Sonmans  &  W"".  &  Letitia  Penn,  Guilielma  Maria  Penn. 
Y'.  ans''.  will  oblige 

Y'.  Most  Hble  Servt.,   ' 

Cha^  Hurst. 
Nov.  18,  1802. 

Thomas  Cooper,  Esq'. 


Letter  from  Robert  Harris. 

Harrisburgh,  December  1,  1802. 
Dear  Sir  : 

In  consequence  of  the  death  of  the  late  D'.  Ewing,  of  Phila- 
delphia, I  have  become  interested  in  the  procurement  of  some 
Certificates  which  I  understand  is  to  be  issued  by  you  and  other 
Commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  State,  to  the  Estate  of  D". 
Ewing  and  others,  for  Wyoming  lands,  subscribed  to  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania;  would  thank  you  for  information  as  to  the 
time  you  expect  the  certificates  will  issue,  as  the  Estate  is  much 
in  want  of  some  cash  ;  the  family  would  take  it  as  a  particular 
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favour  if  you  would  pay  some  attention  to  this  business  as  soon 
as  you  can  make  it  suit  your  otiicial  engagements. 

I  liave  understood  from  the  Groverno]-  tliat  certificates  liave 
issued  to  some  individuals;  would  thank  you  to  mention 
whether  our  Lands  have  been  surveyed  and  valued  or  not,  as 
D^  Ewing  died  intestate:  perhaps  it  will  be  necessary  to  issue 
the  (Certificates  in  the  name  of  the  Administrator  ;  they  are  his 
two  Sons  John  and  Samuel  Ewing,  both  of  Philadelphia. 

1  would  thank  you  for  a  line  in  answer  to  this  letter,  or  if 
you  should  be  going  to  T^ancaster  to  meet  the  Legislature, 
would  thank  you  to  give  me  a  call. 

I  am  D^  Sir,  yours  sincerely, 

Robert  Harris. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq^ 


Letter  from  Jnxhfe  Jesse  Fell. 

Wilkesbarre,  l^'"  Feby. ,  1803. 
Dear  Sir : 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  William  Ross,  Esq^ ,  to  M'hom 
I  have  given  a  Draft  on  you  for  50  Dollars  at  10  days  sight ;  the 
payment    is  to  discharge  a  debt  in  the   hands  of  John  Ross, 
Esq^ ,  of  Easton  (now  in  the  Legislature),  for  somewhere  near 
that  Sum.      I  have  also  drawn  another  order  on  you    in    favor 
of  Ben.  Perry,  also  payable  at  ten  days  sight,  at  100  Dlls.     We 
are  progressing  with  enteries,  &". ,  in  the  Office.     Your  letter 
to  the  Governor  has  been  published,  and  remarks  thereon  by 
the  Printer,  or  some  other  person,  in  the  Wilkesbarre  paper  ; 
this  ac  first  made  some  noise,  but  now  it  is  over  and  I  believe 
your    reasoning  will   be  generally  assented  to.      I  am  in  hopes 
the  late  riot   at  Wylusing  Creek,  if  rightly  improved,  will   be 
the  occasion  of  bringing  matters  to  a  speedy  Settlement.     I 
have  enclosed  to  M^  Welles  a  Copy  of  an  address  from  the  Set- 
tlers in  the  17  Townships,  which  I  have  requested  him  to  shew 
to  you,  and    I    fondly  hope  there  is  such  a  disposition  in  the 
actual  Settlers  as  Avill  bring  about  a  speedy  accommodation  of 
this  too  long  and  destructive  dispute;  they  have  determined 
to  come  forward  as  settlers,  unclogged  by  the  Delaware  and 
Susquehanna  Companies,  and  the  present  measures  as  by  you 
recommended,  pursued    in  the  17  Towns.     If  there  should  be 
a.  disposition  in  the  Pennsylv".  Claimants  to  meet  the  Settlers 
at  reasonable  price,  I  hope  the  whole  will    be  brought   to  an 
amicable  conclusion.     As  John  Cooper  also  writes,  I  shall  con- 
clude on  this  side  of  the  Sheet,  by  saying 

I  am  your  sincere  Friend, 

Jesse  Fell. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq^ 


PENNSYLVANIA  CLAIMANTS.  3G7 

Letter  from  Col.  Clement  Biddle. 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  2,  1803. 
Gentlemen : 

In  the  month  of  May  1800,  on  Application  to  nie  by  M^  Lloyd, 
■who  he  said  was  sent  to  me  by  his  Excellency  the  Grovernor,  I 
procured  a  Horseman's. tent  for  your  use  and  paid  for  the  same 

I  furnished   the  Bill  to  M'.   Lloyd,  but  he  has  never  paid  for 

it,  therefore,  I  request  that  you  will  order  payment  to  be  made 

to  me  for  the  same  or  that  you  will  certify  the  amount,  that  I 

may  Apply  for  Payment  to  the  Register  or  Controller  General. 

I  am,  respectfully, 

Gentlemen,  Your  mo.  obt.  Serv'. , 

Clement  Biddle. 
Commissioners  for  Settling  Differences  in  Luz.   Co.  to  Clem- 
ent Biddle,  May.  1800,  P*!.  Ja^  Stew'  for  a  horseman's  Tent,  delvd 
to  Mr.  Lloyd,  27yVo- 


Letter  from  William  Bell. 

Philadelphia,  April  V\  1803. 
Sir  :  On  the  5th  January  I  took  the  liberty  to  address  to  your 
humanity,  in  behalf  of  a  very  distressed  family,  viz:  Pavid 
H.  Conyngham's.  If  he  could  get  the  certificates  for  the  lands 
ceded  to  the  State  of  Pennsylv%  the  Banks  have  offered  to 
take  them  as  security,  and  give  up  or  exonerate  the  Indorser 
on  their  notes,  for  which  notes  Conyngham  is  sued.  Some 
Judgments  are  on  record,  and  at  September  term  many  more 
will  be  obtained  against  them.  The  Banks  have  agreed  to 
wait  any  I'easonable  time  on  being  paid  Interest  on  State  se- 
curity. All  I  Avish  to  ask  of  you  is  do  as  much  as  you  can  Avith 
propriety  for  their  relief.  I  will  not  add  more,  but  leave  your 
Benevolence  to  determine  and  do  Avhat  your  better  judgment 
may  think  right.  I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  your  obe- 
dient Servant, 

William  Bell. 

N.   B. — I   am  myself  one  of   the  most   trifling  creditors.     I 
have  taken  troubleto  assist  that  family.    I  have  no  otherobject. 


Letter  from,  Alexander  J.  Dallas. 

April  2,  1803. 
Dear  Sir : 

Let  me  trouble  yoi^  with  a  letter,  from  M^  Bell  on  the  case  of 

M^  Conyngham's  claim   for.  a  Wyoming   Certificate.     I    men- 
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tioned  what  passed  Detween  us  on  the  subject  last  January; 
and  he  feels  perfect  confidence  in  your  Benevolence.  Do  me 
the  additional,  to  direct  M^  Trimble  to  communicate  answer. 
In  expectation  of  seeing  you  in  a  few  days,  I  remain  with 
sincere  respect  «S:  attachment, 

D".  Sir,  Your  mo.  obt. , 

A.  J.  Dallas. 
To  his  Excellency  Tho\  M'^Kean,  Gov.,  &*". 


Letter  from  Richard  Manning. 

Jersey  Shore,  July  7,  1803. 
Sir:  Understanding  you  are  a  Commissioner,  appointed  by 
the  State,  to  determine  the  claims  of  the  Citizens  of  this  State, 
on  Lands  situated  in  Luzerne  County,  at  present  possessed  by 
New  England  intruders,  I  take  the  liberty  of  stating  a  claim 
I  have  on  120  acres,  in  the  manor  of  Stoke,  I  have  conveyed 
to  the  State  in  last  July,  1802.  I  had  entrusted  the  business 
in  the  hand  of  William  Wilson,  Esquire,  deceased  ;  after  his 
return  from  the  Assembly,  I  had  not  time  to  inform  myself  re- 
specting the  manner  I  ought  to  follow  in  having  my  just  claims 
redressed,  as  he  was  taken  of  in  a  sudden;  therefore,  Sir,  I 
pray  you  to  inform  by  letter  what  method  I  shall  pursue  to  ob- 
tain my  property,  for  which  I  will  consider  myself  bound  to 
j-ou,  and  will  remain  your 

Humble  Servant, 

Richard  Manning. 

N.  B.  — The  land    is  situated  in  the  Township  that  Wilkes- 
barre  is  in. 


Letter  from  Anthony  Mortis. 

Philadelphia,  August  16,  1803. 
Sir:  My  Friend  Samuel  Roberts,  Esq^,  informs  me  that  he 
has  put  into  your  hands  the  papers  relative  to  some  Interests 
of  mine  in  North*^  and  Luzerne  Counties.  I  am  well  satisfied 
Sir,  with  his  disposition  of  them,  and  will  be  obliged  by  your 
attention  to  their  several  objects,  for  which  I  will  willingly 
hand  you  the  quid  pro  quo  when  t  havt;  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you,  which  will  probably  be  in  the  Autumn  ;  shoilld  you  then 
be  at  Northumberland  in  the  mean  time,  you  will  oblige  me 
l)y  having  prepared  what  remains  to  be  "done  on  my  part  (to 
Entitle  me  to  the  Benefits  of  the  Act  of  Assembly  of  1799,  rel- 
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ative  to  the  Penn^  Claimants  of  Land  in  the  Seventeen  Town 

which  IS  enclosed,  and  which  1  find  by  a  Mem.  of  yours  fur 
n.s..edtoM^  Roberts  is  in  Putnam  Township;  mt  rec^u  t  to' 
M  .  Roberts  were  that  my  tracts  in  tlie  Townships  might  be  re^ 
Jeased,  and  that  he  would  inforn.  me  what  was  to  be  done  by 
me  pursuant  to  the  act,  the  practice  under  which  I  have  not 
been  informed  of ;  the  same  thing  I  wished  also  should  be  done 
or  the  Representatives  of  the  Jate  James  Morris,  Esq^,  with  a 
tract  of  land  on  the  second  fork,  I  think  of  Fishing  c -elk    in 

aTo  lid  ?  iT ^'^'"  ^'^  ^^^^^^'^  ^^^'-^^^"^  ^^  whichl.^Rotr;^ 
also  had,  and  1  presume  are  now  in  y  po.ssession.  What  other 
Interests  of    mine,  or   the   Estate  of  James  Morris,  are  under 

bv  MToblr?  7'\'  """'rr'  '^  '""^  '"^^^^  acquainted  with 
t)v  M  .  Roberts  before  he  leaves  Sunbury. 

I  am,  Sir, 

with  much  Respect, 

Y'.  Obed'.  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper,  Esq^  Ar.THO.XY  Morris. 


Letter  from  Samuel  Baird. 

Wilkesbarre,  October  7th,  1803 
Sir :  I  was  sorry  to  learn  on  my  arrival  at  this   place,  a  few 
days  since,  that  you  had  had  a  severe  time  of  sickness      But  on 
enquiring  of  your  Son  was  informed  you  were  so  far  recovered 
as  to  be  able  to  ride  out.     As  I  well  know  it  will  afford  you  a 
great  satisfaction  to  hear  of  the  Success  of  any  measures  taken 
towards  settling  the  disputes  about  titles  in  this  Country    I 
take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  to  you  my  progress  up  the  river 
Altho    on  my  first  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  Tawandee  I  found 
seyera     determined    to  oppose   my  surveying:  a    meeting  was 
called  for  that  purpose,  and  strongly  urged  bv  one  Fowler  who 
trom  the  number  of  his  Sons  and  Sons-in-law  is  as  forraiiable 
as  an  Eastern  Patriarch  (all  on  the  Asvlum  lands).    Yet  owing 
more  to  good  fortune   than  any  peculiar  address  of  mine    I 
have   not  only  been  able  to  survey,  but  of  48  Settlers  on  the 
Asylum  lands  on  Tawandee,  I  have  actually  contracted   with 
and  run  off  the    lots  of  43;  some  trifling  cicrumstances  pre- 
vented my  contracting  with  4  others.     But  I  have  verbal  agree- 
ments with  them  that  satisfies  me  they  will  give  no  further  trou- 
ble.     One  only  remains,  and  he  has  put  me  at  defiance       I 
have  succeeded,  however,  beyond  my  Expectations,  and  hope 
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T>'.  Rose  will  follow  up  the  measure.  I  agree  with  M^  Minor, 
who  observed  to  me  that  a  tew  strokes  of  this  kind  would  make 
the  Connecticut  title  of  bad  credit.  I  feel  a  regret  however  in 
mentioning  that  the  Doctor  has  not  yet  made  a  single  contract. 
Whilst  surveying  the  South  branch  of  Tawandee  we  discovered 
an  interference  between  M'.  Priestley's  lands  of  Captain  Sam. 
Morris  of  Philadelphia.  I  tliought  it  best  to  have  it  ascertaine<l 
and  M^  Whitacre  has  done  so  and  will  write  M'.  Priestley. 

I  am,  Sir, 

with  much  respect, 

Your  obed'.  Servant, 

Sam'.  Baird. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq". 


Letter  from  William  Witman. 

Reading,  August  6,  1803. 
Sir:  1  understand  that  the  Commissioners  are  issuing  Certi- 
ficates to  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants  for  the  Lands  that  have 
been  valued.  I  claim  about  650  acres  of  Land  within  the 
Seventeen  Townships,  and  in  the  Township  of  Newport,  which 
I  have  conveyed  to  the  State,  under  the  Act  of  Assembly,  and 
which  I  am  told  have  long  since  been  valued.  You  will  much 
oblidge  me  by  forwarding  the  Certificates  for  my  Lands  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Tjand  office. 

1  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient  , 

humble  Servant, 

W".    WiTMAN. 

Thomas  Cooper,  Esq'. 


Letter  from  Alexander  Hunter. 

SunVjury,  12  O'clock,  December  1,  1803. 
Sir :  Be  so  kind  as  to  leave  Avith  M'.  Hamilton  a  few  lines  in- 
forming me  what  time  I  may  attend  at  Lancaster  in  Order  to 
have  a  trial  before  the  Board  of  Property  for  them  Lands  on 
Lackawannock  ;  please  to  give  me  any  other  Information  and 
direction  how  to  procaed  the  more  speedily  to  obtain  my  Cer- 
tificate and  yon'l 

Oblige  yours, 

Alexander  Hunter. 
Thomas    Cooper. 

From  Samuel  M'^Clay,  A  Yankee  township,  Muncy  half  Share. 
Sixteen  thousand  Acres  of  land,  known  by  the  name  of  Brain- 
tree,  lies  adjoining  the  South  line  of  Lancaster,  and  also  joins 
upon  Gilead,  and  is  five  miles  square  :  is  situated  in  the  County 
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of  Luzerne  in  tlie  State  of  Pennsylvania  ;  the  chief  town  of  the 
County  is  Wilkesbury,  or  Wyoming,  being  part  of  the  Susque- 
hanna Connecticut  Company's  Land. 

What  Situation  is  this  tract  of  land  in,  and  is  the  title  valid, 
to  those  who  purchase  of  David  Leonard,  who  owns  2,000  acres 
in  it? 


Letter  from  Col.  John  Steele. 

Lancaster,  December  19'*',  1803. 
Gentlemen  : 

I  have  this  moment  been  called  on  by  M'.  David  Moore,  of 
Westchester,  son  to  James  Moore,  wlio  has  released  land  to  the 
Commonwealth,  situate  in  the  Township  of  Providence,  and  I 
believe  part  in  Pittston.  He  is  very  importunate  for  his  Certi- 
ficates and  requested  me  to  write  you  on  the  subject.  If  the 
calculations  are  in  such  forwardness  as  to  admit  your  having 
M^  Moore's  Certificates  made  out  it  will  renderhim  a  particular 
service.  I  request  the  favor  of  a  line  from  you  on  the  Subject. 
Am,  with  Sentiments  of  Esteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  Ob'.,  Hble.  Serv'., 
Jno.  Steele. 
Messrs.  Cooper  &  Taylor. 


Letter  from  Col.   John  Steele. 

Lancaster,  Decem^  22'^,  1803. 
Dear  Sir : 

As  Financial  arangements  must  be  made  during  the  present 
Session  to  meet  the  several  demands  against  the  Common- 
wealth, of  which  the  Claims  of  Pennsy".  Landholders,  late  in 
the  Seventeen  Townships,  will  be  the  greatest,  I  beg  you  will 
as  far  as  the  Calculation  made  will  enable  you,  furnish  a  State- 
ment of  the  Amount  to  be  paid  to  PennsyP.  Claimants,  and 
Avhat  will  eventually  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  by  the  Con- 
necticut Claimants.  This  information  will  be  of  importance  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  in  particular,  and  the  Leg- 
islature generally. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  due  respect, 

Your  Ob'.  Serv'., 

Jno.  Steele. 
Tho'.  Cooper,  Esq'. 
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Letter  from  John  M.  Irivin. 

Philad\,  June  7th,  1804. 
Friend  :  I  have  to  request  the  favor  of  your  assisting  me,  it 
being  in  your  powei-.      I    hold   lands  in  Company  with  John 
Smith  ;  they  lay  in  the  17  Townships  and  are  Conveyed  to  the 
Commonwealth  by  Sarah  Campbell  and  Rebecca  Robins.     The 
Warrantees  names  are  : 
Adam  Clock, 
Benj.  Bear, 
W".  Smith, 
Rudolph  Hope, 
Jeremiah  Talbot  & 
David  Newswanner. 

By  your  returning  the  valuation  of  them  I  may  get  my  Certi- 
ficates, which  you  may  depend  I  am  in  want  of. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Most  ob'.  Serv'., 

John  M.  Irwin. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq'. 


Letter  from  John  Pawling. 

Providence  Township,  Montgomery  County,  11  June,  1804. 
Gentlemen : 

Agreeable  to  M'.  Taylor's  request  that  I  should  Note  particu- 
lars respecting  the  Money  arising  from  the  Wyalusing  tract,  1 
have  promised  it  to  my  son-in-law,  Robert  A.  Farmer,  to  ena- 
ble him  to  go  to  Louisianna  to  prosecute  his  claims  for  his 
Lands  in  that  Country,  as  the  Commissioners  have  met  there 
and  the  time  is  limited  for  the  Claimants  to  prove  their  title 
to  10th  September.  So,  therefore,  Gentlemen,  if  you  could 
facilitate  the  Certificate,  and  send  me  p'.  post,  it  would  be 
conferring  a  great  favor,  and  rendering  an  Essential  Service. 
I  remain  with  great 

Respect  &  Esteem, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  most  ob'. ,  Hble.  Sev'. , 
John  Pawling. 
Thomas  Cooper  and  John  M.  Taylor,  Esq'^ 


Letter  from  John  R.  Coates. 

Carlisle,  July  .5th,  1804. 
Sir :  The  Secretary  of  the  land   office  informed  me  that  it 
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•was  probabld  the  Certificates  were  made  out  for  the  Luzerue 
lands  belonging  to  the  late  proprietaries.  I  am  induced  to 
send  an  express  to  you  in  hopes  the  papers  may  be  in  your 
possession  ;  if  they  are  at  AVilkesbarre,  be  so  good  as  to  direct 
the  Messenger  on  whom  to  call  there.  If  they  are  not  all  made 
out  I  will  thank  you  for  as  many  as  are ;  my  reason  for  Send- 
ing at  this  time  is  that  I  may  call  at  I^ancaster  when  I  return 

to  Philadelphia. 

I  am,  Sir,  respectfully, 

Your.  Most  Obed'.  Serv'., 

John  R,  Coates, 
AW.  in  ;fact  for  J.   &  R.  Penn,  Esq'. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Es4^,   Sunbury. 


Letter  from  Nathan  Beach. 

Salem,  July  8,  1804. 
D^  Sir:  The  next  day  after  my  return  home  from  Lancaster 
and  Philad^  I  went  to  Wiikesbarre,  where  I  expected  to  have 
seen  you  and  given  you  a  full  Statement  of  my  interview  with 
M'.  Ellicott,  and  afterward  with  the  Gov^  ,  which  is  too  lengthy 
for  me  a  poor  writer  to  Communicate  by  Paper,  &c.  I  will  only 
add  that  M'.  Ellicott  says  he  knows  not  such  a  man  as  Ja'. 
Stackhouse  ;  that  he  never  said  such  a  thing  to  any  man  ;  that 
the  papers  in  dispute  between  the  Comm'^and  them,  had  been 
long  since  left  with  the  Attorney  Gen',  for  his  decission  and 
that  they  did  not  care  one  Cent  which  way  he  decided  (that 
part  I  did  not  believe) ;  but  at  the  same  time  telling  me  should 
the  Atf.  Gen',  order  Patents  to  issue  on  the  Certificates,  as 
made  out,  the  Office  could  not  attend  to  our  Patents  this  Sum- 
mer: said  I,  not  give  us  one  this  Summer?  they  would  not 
promise,  so  ended  that  business.  On  my  return  to  the  City, 
I  called  at  the  Att-'^.  Gen'.,  he  not  being  at  home  and  not  ex- 
pected 'till  I  would  leave  the  City,  I  then  took  Courage  and 
dashed  down  to  the  Old  Gov'■^  I  there  introduced  the  Subject 
without  ceremony,  and  in  my  blundering,  farmer-like  manner, 
gave  him  a  full  Statement  of  what  had  passed  at  Lancaster 
Aviththe  Board  of  Property,  also  the  Situation  of  our  Country 
in  consequence  of  Patents  not  issuing  on  the  Certificates,  &.".  ; 
after  asking  me  where  I  lived,  &*=. ,  and  being  informed  my 
name,  &". ,  he  told  me  he  was  very  hajjpy  that  I  had  called  on 
him,  that  he  well  knew  the  Situation  of  them  who  had  been 
active  in  getting  the  Law  of  '99  in  Opperation,  together  with 
the  Comm'^^  appointed  under  said  law.  on  account  of  delay 
of  Patents,  ii'^.     That  he  was  sorry  a  dispute  had  taken  between 
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the  two  boards.  But,  said  he,  I  beheve  the  Board  of  Property 
to  be  right  as  to  matter  of  form.  But  the  Board  of  Comm'*.  are 
right  as  to  matter  of  substance.  I  wish*^  to  have  the  Substance 
and  the  Land  Office  Could  keep  their  forms;  the  Gov^  then 
told  me  the  Att'^.  rren'.  had  decided  in  favor  of  the  Comm'^ 
Certificates;  that  the  Gov^  himself  would  in  4  days  from  that 
time  go  TO  Lancaster  and  take  with  him  the  decission,  order 
the  Board  to  issue  Patents  on  application  of  any  settler  pro- 
ducing a  Certificatef  rom  the  Comm".  ;  that  I  should  inform  my 
Neighbours  from  him  that  any  of  them  wanting  their  Patents 
to  come  down  in  Eight  days  from  that  time  and  they  should  not 
be  withheld  from  them.  I  then  toM  the  Grov'.  1  saw  a  Spirit 
of  opposition  with  Some  of  the  Board  should  they  })e  directed 
to  issue  Patents,  they  intend  to  get  off  by  saying  they  cannot 
attend  to  it  this  Summer.  But,  said  the  Gov',  they  shall  issue 
them,  and  that  1  will  see  to  it,  &''.  I  then  left  the  ffov^  well 
Iileased  that  I  had  call'd  on  him.  Should  you  return  to  Wilkes- 
barre  soon  and  can  make  it  convenient  to  come  and  tarry  with 
me,  will  be  esteemed  as  a  particular  Obligation  Conferred 
upon,  Sir, 

Your  Friend  and  Servant, 

Nathan  Beach. 
Tho^   Cooper,  Esq'. ,  North". 


Letter  from  John  R.  Coates. 

Philadelphia,  July  9,  1804. 
Sir:  I    lately  sent  an    express  to  you  at  Sunbury,   but  you 
must  have  left  that  place  before  his  arrival.     I  heard  of  your 
coming  to  Philad^  &  hastened  from  Carlisle  that  I  might  see 
you  before  your  departure. 

If  I  do  not  succeed  in  meeting  with  you,  be  good  enough  to 
leave  a  line  at  Tomlinson's  Bar,  informing  me  whether  the  Cer- 
tificates for  the  Proprietaries  land  in  Luzerne  have  been  made 
out.  And  if  so  where  they  are  and  how  I  am  to  obtain  them? 
By  taking  this  trouble  you  will  greatly  oblige,  Sir,  respectfully, 
Your  mo.  obed'.  Serv'., 

JoHX  R.  Coates, 
Aft",  for  J.  (f-  R.   Penn. 
T.  Cooper,  Esq'. 


Letter  from  Joseph  Reed. 

PhiK,  July  13.  1804. 
Lear  Sir :  Under  an  idea  that  the  two  tracts  of  land  within 
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mentioned  were  within  the  Jiuiits  of  the  Seventeen  TownshiDS, 
I  conveyed  the  Same  to  the  Commonwealth. 

It  appears,  however,  that  tliey  are  not  &  I  have  some  diffi- 
culty in  procuring  my  Title  again  from  the  State,  and  I  am  in- 
formed that  it  cannot  be  done  without  a  Certificate  from  the 
Commissioners;  will  you,  my  dear  Sir,  be  bo  obliging  as  to  for- 
ward to  me  a  Certificate  that  they  are  not  within  the  Seven- 
teen Townships.  Your  early  attention  will  Oblige, 
Your  liumb'  Serv'., 

Jos.    Rked. 
Jn".  M.  Taylor,  Esq^   Wilkesbarre. 

Andrew  Caldwell  301,120,  situate  on  the  head  Waters  of  Le- 
gates Creek  and  Lackawannock,  adjoining  Geo.  Fullerton. 

Samuel  Caldwell  32,490,  about  two  miles  North  of  the  above, 
and  on  the  the  head  Waters  of  Tunkanock,  near  lake  Chapman. 


Letter  from  John  Evans. 

Philad".,  July  19,  1804. 
Respected  Pr^. ,  John  M.  Taylor  : 

Thine  of  the  7""  instant  from  Wilkesbarre  came  to  hand,  and 
am  much  obliged  by  the  Information,  &  as  my  Fr'^.  Nathan 
Beach,  Esq'.,  is  in  your  Country,  &  I  suppose  often  at  Wilkes- 
barre, be  so  obliging  as  to  see  him  on  the  occasion  of  my  busi- 
ness ;  he  has  seen  the  Original  receipts  for  the  money  being  paid 
E.  Physick,  as  Attorney  for  the  Proprietors,  &  has  a  Copy  of 
them,  &  are  in  the  name  of  John  Evaiis  and  Robert  White,  & 
from  Robert  White  I  have  a  release  long  Since.  I  trast  my 
Fr**.  Taylor,  as  a  fellow  Citizen,  will  aid  me  in  legal  way  in 
his  Appt»intment  in  the  land  business,  in  detecting  this  Shame- 
ful attempt  of  deception  by  those  voung  men  that  represented 
the  Estate  of  Reuben  Haines,  &  please  to  consider  this  appli- 
cation not  only  as  a  Citizen,  but  so  far  as  regards  them  and 
Others  in  the  appointments  of  the  lands  as  legal  applycation,  & 
as  I  am  a  Stranger  to  the  mode  yon  will  be  so  obliging  as  to 
note  it  on  your  Minutes  to  prevent  any  payments  to  the  Estate 
of  Reuben  Haines,  or  the  young  men  who  effected  the  release 
from  me,  &  as  to  Robert  White  that  I  have  a  release  from  ;  he 
has  been  dead  upwards  of  twenty  years.  I  need  not  appologise 
for  this,  as  I  am  convinced  all  those  Gentlemen  associated  in 
the  land  business  would  not  Countenance  such  deception  as  is 
endeavouring  to  be  practised  on  one  by  the  i-elease  of  my 
Land.     Am  with  Sentiments  of  esteem  thy  Fr"*. , 

John  Evans. 
John  M.  Taylor,  Esq^ 
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Letter  from  John  P.  Heljenstein. 

Lancaster,  July  24,  1804. 
Sir:  iour  favour  of  20  Ins',  was  duly  handed  me,  per  M^ 
Christopher  Mayer,  and  in  answer  have  to  inform  you  from  in- 
formation received  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  that  it 
is  necessary  for  you  to  make  application  to  the  Commissioners, 
who  reside  at  Wilkesbarre,  in  Ijuzerne  County,  from  whom  you 
will  receive  authority  to  get  the  Compensation  allowed. 
Your  Obt.  Hble.  Servant, 

JoHX  P.  Helfenstein. 


Letter  from  Peter  V.  Dorset/. 

Philadelphia,  July  28.  1804. 
Gentlemen : 

In  December,  ISOr!.  I  conveyed  a  Tract  of  Land  lying  in  Lu- 
zerne County,  within  the  Connecticut  claim,  to  the  Common- 
wealth, and  delivered  the  Conveyance,  together  with  the  In- 
struments of  writing  thereto,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Land 
Office.  I  lately  wrote  to  Lancaster  respecting  my  Compensa- 
tion for  said  Land,  when  I  received  the  enclosed  Letter  for 
answer.  I  have,  therefore,  to  address  myself  to  you  on  the 
Subject,  and  request  that  you  will  please  to  transmit  the  In- 
strument which  shall  be  necessary  to  enable  me  to  obtain  from 
the  State  for  my  said  tract  of  Land. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Mo.  Obt.  Serv'., 

Peter  V.  Dorset. 
The  Commissioners,  &c. 


Deposition  of  William  Montgomery. 

Northumberland,  ss : 

Before  me  the  Subscriber,  One  of  the  Justices  of  the  Peace 
for  Northumberlnd  County,  personally  came  William  Mont- 
gomery, Sen'.,  and  being  duly  sworn,  according  to  law,  doth 
Depose  and  say  that  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  Gen'.  Assembly 
of  Pennsylvania,  passed  29  Sept^,  1787,  the  line  of  Luzerne 
County  should  be  from  the  Mouth  of  Nescopeck  creek  North 
One  Degree  West,  till  it  should  intei-sect  the  high  lands  divid- 
ing the  Waters  of  tlie  West  branch  of  Susquehanna  trom  those 
of  the  North  Branch,  and  in  a  suV)sequent  Section  of  the  same 
Act   Timothy  Pickering,  William    Montgomery  and    Stephen 
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Balliet  were  appointed  to  sui'vey  up  to  that  Land,  all  the  lauds 
claimed  by  the  Settlers  at  Wyoming^  in  Order  to  enable  them, 
of  whom  the  Deponent  was  One,  to  proceed  and  execute  this 
Duty,  it  became  absolutely  necessary  first  to  ascertain  said  line  ; 
for  which  purpose  they  all  three  met  at  Berwic,  either  in  the 
fall  of  1787  or  1788,  the  Deponent  is  not  very  certain,  but  rather 
believe  it  was  1788,  pretty  late  in  the  fall,  and  proceeded  with 
Surveyor  and  2  chain  Carriers  and  a  Marker,  and  ran  the  line 
North  One  Degree  "West  from  the  Mouth  of  Nescopeck  about 
Eight  miles  and  perhaps  a  half  or  three  Quarters,  until  they 
were  opposite  or  nearly  so  to  the  place  called  the  Town  hill  in 
Huntingdon  Township,  and  having  taken  a  view  of  the  top  of 
said  hill  from  two  different  stations  thought  they  had  sufficient 
information  for  the  purpose  intended  and  ran  no  farther ;  and 
so  far  as  the  Deponent  can  recollect  the  Sole  reason  for  not  go- 
ing on  was  because  the  law  was  silent  as  to  our  pay.  The  De- 
ponent haveing  been  lately  appointed  One  of  the  Commis- 
sioners to  run  the  lines  between  Lycoming,  Luzerne  and 
Northumb'^,  and  in  Order  to  ascertain  the  point  Avhere  Lu- 
zerne, Lycoming  and  Northumberland  all  met,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  continue  the  line  from  where  Colonel  Pickering 
and  his  fellows  had  run  it  before;  accordingly  the  Deponent 
went  to  the  place,  found  the  marks  where  they  had  before  left 
off,  and  in  Company  with  W".  Clay,  .Jun^,  and  Henry  Donnell 
the  other  Commissioners,  run  it  from  thence  towards  the 
Mountain  till  Evening  came  on  ;  the  course  we  ran  was  N  2 
West,  allowing  this  Degree  for  variation,  so  that  the  whole 
might  coincide.  The  next  morning  I  left  the  Comm'rs  and  by 
the  return  of  their  notes  it  appeared  that  they  ran  that  line  to 
the  top  of  the  Mountain,  where  it  intersected  the  line  between 
North**  and  Lycoming,  where  they  fixed  a  Corner,  and  to  the 
best  of  this  Deponent's  Recollection  the  field  notes  were  sent 
with  Colonel  Pickering  to  be  laid  before  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council,  and  further  saith  not. 
Sworn  and  Subscribed  before  me  this  1  Day  of  Aug'.,  1804. 

W".  Montgomery. 


Northumberland  County,  ss  :  Personally  appeared  before  me 
the  Subscriber,  One  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace  for  the  County 
aforesaid,  Gen'.  William  Montgomery,  who  on  his  solemn  Oatli 
doth  depose  and  say  that  the  within  Deposition  is  just  and  true 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge. 

Witness  my  hand  and  Seal  this  1  Day  August,  1804. 

[seal]  William  Montgomery. 
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Letter  from  Lord  Butler  and  Rosewell  Welles. 

VVilkesbarre,  August  3^^  1804. 
Mess".  Thomas  Cooper  and  John  M.   Taylor,   Commissioners, 

under  the  Act  of  April  4"',  179y. 
Gentlemen  : 

The  uncertainty  the  Connecticut  settlers  are  still  under,  when 
the  Certificates  by  you  given  will  ensure  a  Patent  from  the 
Land  Office,  the  various  and  contradictory  reports  that  has 
been  circulated  on  the  subject,  the  hindrance  it  occasions  to 
the  Opperations  of  the  Commission  under  which  you  act,  by 
preventing  the  delivery  of  Connecticut  Deeds,  and  the  con- 
tirination  it  affords  to  the  hostile  prophecies  of  the  enemies  to 
the  comproinisiug  Law,  render  it  extremely  desirable,  and  in- 
deed absolutely  necessary,  that  some  publick  information 
should  be  given  to  satisfy  (if  possible)  the  agitation  of  the 
minds  of  those  who  have  hitherto  relied  implicitly  on  the  Hon- 
orable intentions  of  the  State,  and  the  integrity  of  the  present 
Commission.  As  a  committee  of  a  meeting  convened  for  the 
purpose,  w^e  request  of  you,  Cxentlemen,  to  inform  us  whether 
if  we  send  down  our  Certificates  to  Lancaster,  with  the  money 
thereon  due  to  the  State  from  the  Connecticut  Claimants,  there 
is  good  reason  to  believe  that  Patents  will  issue  for  the  Land 
certified  without  delay?  The  Committee  are  Also  instructed 
further  to  add,  that  certificates  heretofore  have  been  presented 
and  patents  requested,  but  the  Board  of  Property  have  declined 
issuing  them,  and  their  reasons  for  so  doing  it  is  understood 
are  the  following,  to-wit  :  That  the  Patents  must  recite  the 
Land  as  being  released  to  the  State  or  not  released,  and  as 
the  Certificates  do  not  furnish  this  information,  the  Patents 
at  Present,  it  seems,  cannot  be  granted.  Whether  you  have 
made  or  expect  to  make  arrangements  for  giving  this  informa- 
tion, which  the  Board  of  Property  deem  so  necessary,  is  what 
the  Committee  wish  to  know,  if  You.  Gentlemen,  should  deem 
it  expedient  to  inform  us. 

We  are,  Gentlemen,  with  much 

Respect,  Your  obd'.  Serv". , 

Lord  Butlkr, 
RosEWKLL  Welles. 


Letter  from  Thomas  Lukens 

Palls  of  Beaver,  June  20.  1803. 
Sir  :  I   received  a  letter  from  you  of  the  Sa""  of  March  a  few 
Days  ago,respecting  some  lands  released  by  me  to  the  Common- 
wealth.    The  greatest  proportion  of  the  lands  are  in  the  follow- 
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ing  Situation  :  lef  c  ,ue  and  others  as  iieirs  of  the  Estate  of  John 
Lukens,  Deceased,  formerly  Surveyor   General,  which  papers 
were  deposited  by  Major  David  Lenox,  the  acting  Executor  in 
the  Bank  of  North  America,  when  he  went  to   Europe;  as  lie 
has  returned  no  Doubt  remains  on  my  Min.l  but  everv  atten- 
tion will  be  pai<l  to  the  Business.     There  is  One  tract  of  mine 
independent  of  tlie  above,  left  me  by  my  Brother,  Capt"  Jesse 
Lukens    of  the  2^  U.   S^  Regiment  ;  this  frou.   inforn.ation  of 
Gen     W.  Montgomery,   of   Danville,  N.  Bra.    Susque^,    lies  in 
H  untingdon    One  of  the  Townships  in  Dispute  ;  the  papers  and 
Documents  I  left  with  a  Friend   near  Milton,  No.  Bra.,  some 
time  ago.     I  will  here  insert  an  Extract  from   the  Will  of  mv 
Brother. 

Item.-I   give  an<l  bequeth  all  that  tract  of  Land  Iving  and 

being  in  the  County  of and  on  both  sides  of  big  fishin- 

creek,  on  the  Susquehanna  River,  surveved  ],y  W-  Mont" 
gomerj'  Esq^,  in  the  Year  1784,  by  virtue  of  a  Warrant  in  the 
name  of  Jesse  Lukens,  containing  435  acres  and  upwards,  and 
the  usual  Allowance,  to  my  Brother,  Tho\  Lukens 

If  the  land  cannot  be  got  at  by  the  above  information,  I  would 
thank  you  to  let  me  know,  and  any  trouble  you  may  be  at  shall 
be  cheerfully  paid;  please  to  write  by  Mail,  as  the  letter  you 
wrote  lay  in  Beaver  Town  better  than  a  Month  after  the' re- 
turn of  General,  the  great  Geu'.  Laycock,  ],y  whom  it  was  sent. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  mo.  Obed.. 
M^  Thomas  Sambourne.  Thomas  Lukkns. 


Letter  from  Robert  A.  Farmer. 
Birdsborough,  Berks  County,  14  June,  1804. 
Sir:  Inclosed  is  a  Letter  from  my  worthy  Friend  Gen'. 
Nichols,  as  1  had  not  the  honour  of  your  Acquaintance  he  was 
kind  enough  to  be  my  Advocate,  that  I  might  be  enabled 
through  your  means  recover  my  Birthright,  which  was  taken 
from  us  by  the  Spaniards  in  1781. 

I   perceive  by  the   Newspaper  that  the  (Commissioners  have 

the  16;^  Sept^  for  the  Landholders  to  lay  in  their  claims  So 
you  will  conceive.  Sir,  how  necessary  it  is  for  me  to  be  in  that 
Country  by  that  time,  where  my  Familv  has  upward  of  two 
hundred  thousand  Acres  of  Land,  part  of  which  we  have  .set- 
tled and  made  considerable  Improvements  on,  before  it  fell 
to  the  Arms  of  Spain. 
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M'.  Pawling,  my  Father-in  law,  has  given  me  the  Money 
come  from  the  Commonwealth  tor  the  lands  he  holds  in  Wyal  us- 
ing, liave  tlierefore  to  beg  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  send  the 
Certilicates  either  to  him  or  Me ;  he  has  wrote  a  few  Days  ago 
by  M^  Stalford  respecting  the  Btisiness. 

Do  Sir  let  me  entreat  you  to  be  expeditious,  as  it  will  be  the 
means  of  saving  a  large  family  from  want;  relying  therefore 
on  your  (ioodness,  I  subscribe  myself, 

With  Esteem  and  regard, 

Your  mo.  obt.  H  ble.  Serv'. . 

RoBT.  A.  Farmer. 
[July  27,  1804,  Answered   that  John   &  H.  Pawling  alone  or 
their  Ast-ignees  are  entitled  to  receive  the  Certiticate.  ] 


Letter  from  John  Donaldson. 

Dear  Sir:  Agreeably  to  your  polite  Offer  of  enquiring  into 
the  Situation  of  Lands  belonging  to  the  Estate  of  E.  Milner,  I 
enclose  you  a  list  and  request  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  forward 
the  Certificates  of  such  as  fall  w  ithinthe  Townships  to  be  paid 
for  by  the  State  and  advise  me  thereof. 

I  am,  with  respect. 

Your  Friend, 

J"".  Donaldson. 

J.  M.  Taylor,  Esq^ 
329^  Acres  George   Tudor,  Hoopenny  Creek   adjoining   J.    M. 

^sesbitt. 
287  D".  Tho'.  Ryerson,   on  the  Waters  of  Lackawannock,  adj'g 

Land  of  G.  Graham. 
306  D".   James   Cai'e,  on  Tunckhannock,  adjoining   Land  t)f   E. 

Shippen  and  A.  Allen. 
291  D°.   Edward  Milner,  on  Tunkhannock  creek,  adj'g  Land  of 

Geo.  Fulierton. 
237A  D".  George  Fulierton  on  D".  adjoining  D°. 
297f  D°.    Rob'.   Wilson,   on    Meshopping,   adj'g  lands   of   John 

Wharton. 

256-70  John  Lad  Howell,  on  Hoopenny  Creek,  adjoining  and 
above  lands  of  George  Tudor. 

The  warrants  for  the  above  lands  are  all  dated  in  1774,  1775. 


Letter  jrom  James  Orbison  to  George  Driffield. 

Cham>)ersburgh,   18  March,  1804. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  mentioned  to  you,  just  befoie  1  left  Lancaster,  that  I  hud 
written  to  M^  Taylor,  One  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Luzerne 


PENNSYLVANIA  CLAIMANTS.  381 

Business,  to  have  the  Certificates  for  the  lands  released  by  M^ 
Patterson  prepared,  and  make  any  Communication  to  you  ;  in 
my  letter  to  M'.  Taylor,  I  mentioned  that  if  the  Clarks  would 
make  some  Exertions  out  of  Office  hours  to  have  this  Business 
finished,  I  would  allow  them  a  reasonable  Compensation,  which 
1  authorize  you  to  do,  should  I  not  have  it  in  my  power  to  see 
the  Gentlemen.  If  you  have  received  any  Accounts  from  M'. 
Taylor  I  would  thank  you  to  inform  me.  I  have  been  confined 
by  ill  health  almost  since  I  returned  from  Lancaster,  but  hope 
I  am  now  over  the  worst. 
My  Respects  to  M".  DufBeld,  and  with  esteem, 

1  am.  Sir,  y'  Hble.  Serv'., 

James  Orbison. 
M'.  Geo.  Dufiield. 


Letter  from  Col.  Stephen  Balliet. 

Whitehall,  Aug'.  13,  1804. 
Gentlemen : 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  27  Ult. ,  and  will  answer  y""  Ques- 
tions to  the  best  of  my  Memory.  1  Query.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber the  time  of  the  running  the  County  Line,  it  was  during  the 
time  the  Comm'rs  were  sitting  to  receive  claims  under  the  Act 
generally  called  the  Confirming  Act,  when  Timothy  Pickering, 
W™.  Montgomery  and  myself  left  Wilkesbarre  to  run  the  line, 
as  directed  by  the  Act  of  Sep^  29,  1787,  in  order  to  ascertain  in 
what  manner  it  would  affect  the  Township  of  Huntingdon.  M^ 
Montgomery,  a  Son  of  One  of  my  Colleagues,  was  Surveyor, 
the  line  was  begun  and  run  as  the  Act  directed, until  We  arrived 
in  the  Township  of  Huntingdon,  on  a  place  called  the  town 
plot,  w^hich  is  nearly  in  the  Center  of  the  Township.  2^.  The 
line  was  discontinued  because  (having a  Map  of  the  Township) 
we  could  ascertain  the  claims  on  either  side  thereof,  which 
was  the  object  of  running  the  same  at  that  time. 

3d  -^m  Montgomery,  and  his  son  the  Surveyor,  were  of  Opin- 
ion that  the  line  would  not  strike  the  dividing  ridge,  but  would 
cross  the  river  above  Wyaloosing. 

4'*'.  Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  Confirming  law,  we 
considered  the  whole  of  the  Seventeen  Townships  in  Luzerne 
County,  and  believed  that  the  Legislature  had  no  intention  or 
knowledge  of  the  line  dividing  Huntingdon. 

5.  I  do  not  remember  whether  we  received  any  claims  West 
of  that  line  ;  but  if  any  had  been  ottered,  we  should  have  re- 
ceived and  filed  them,  because  we  considered  them  fully  within 
the  intention  and  provisions  of  the  Confirming  law.     And  be- 
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ing  well  satisfied  from  the  best  information,  that  the  line  North 
One  degree  -(sest  would  never  close  the  Western  Boundary  of 
the  County,  and  that  a  line  run  from  Nescopeck,  to  the  Ridge 
dividing  the  waters  of  the  East  and  West  branches  of  the  River, 
would  leave  the  Township  of  Huntingdon  entire  in  Luzerne 
County. 

Under  these  circumstances  Jjegislative  Interference  was 
deemed  necessary,  but  I  do  not  remember  whether  the  facts 
were  reported  to  Grovernment  or  not,  if  not,  it  was  owing  to 
the  violent  Discomfiture  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  who 
never  afterwards  rallied  to  resume  that  Service. 

This,  Gentlemen,  is  a  true  Statement  from  the  best  of  my 
Memory,  not  having  any  Memorandum  as  to  time  or  Circum- 
stances, it  may  be  probable  that  Col.  Pickering  or  M^  Evans, 
Clerk  to  the  Board,  may  have  some  Memorandums  or  abetter 
knowledge  of  facts,  as  they  were  the  last  who  retreated  from 
the  Castle,  and  may  have  taken  some  of  the  papers  with  them. 
I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

four  Obedt.  Serv'-. , 

Stephen  Balliet. 
Tho^  Cooper,  J°°.  M.  Taylor,  Esq^ 


Letter  from  Matthew  Cavtll. 

Wilkesbarre,  Augt.  22^  1804. 
Dear  Sir: 

Notwithstanding  having  had  but  little  incourageinent  of 
having  placed  on  the  same  footing  with  others  those  lots  in 
Newport,  which  have  the  unfortunate  word  non  residented 
anaxed  to  them  in  the  draft  by  which  you  were  governed  in 
your  proceedings  relative  to  said  Township;  however,  'till 
lately  I  have  entertained  a  hope  they  would  be  included,  but 
now  learning  that  the  time  is  approaching  when  you  are  to 
leave  the  business,  and  that  nothing  is  done  to  fix  us  in  a  Title, 
and  fearful  that  nothing  will  be,  and  if  so  my  propertv,  with 
several  others,  will  suffer  materially  thereby,  and  in  my  hum- 
ble opinion,  without  any  advantage  being  derived  therefrom  to 
any  quarter  whatever.  Those  circumstances  taken  into  con- 
sideration, you  will  not  be  surprised,  Sir,  at  my  extreme 
anxiety  for  a  serious  and  Candid  reconsideration  of  the  matter, 
and  if  you  find  admitting  them,  will  worke  nopublick  nor  pri- 
vate injustice  or  inconveniences,  but  on  the  contrary  establish 
the  rightful  owners  of  the  Lands  in  a  title  and  peaceable  pos- 
session thereof.  I  humbly  hope  and  trust  that  you  will  be 
able  from   the  documents  you  have  on   the  Subject,  to  make  a 
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chain  of  title  of  such  perfection  as  will  stand  the  test,  and  direct 

tlie  Certificates  to  be  made  out  therefore,  and  thereby  preserve 

njany  from  serious  difficulties  and  from  almost  inevitable  ruin. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  and  humb'  Serv'., 

Matthew  Cavell. 
To  Tlio'iias  ( 'ooper,  Esq^.  State  Commissioner. 


Letter  from  Robert  xi.  Farmer. 

Lancaster,  10""  September,  1804. 
Gentlemen : 

Compelled  by  necessity  to  Address  you  again,  must  intreat 
that  you  will  be  good  enough  to  forward  the  Certificate  for  M'. 
Pawling's  Land,  as  I  am  full  empowered  to  receive  the  need 
proceeds,  have  Shew  my  power  1o  M"'.  Ellicott,  who  is  satisfied 
with  it,  and  told  me  I  should  not  be  detained  a  minute  if  he 
had  the  Certificate  ;  remember.  Gentlemen,  your  promise  to  me 
a  month  ago  that  you  would  forward  it  immediately,  relying 
fully  upon  y^  goodness. 

I  subscribe  myself, 

With  perfect  Esteem  and  Respect, 

Gentlemen, 
Your  most  Ob-,  humble  Servant, 

Robert  A.  AFarmer. 


Letter  from  Andi'ew  Ellicott. 

Land  Office  of  Pennsylvania,  October  10'\  1804. 
Gentlemen : 

Your  letter  to  the  Surveyor  General,  containing  remarks  on 
his  note  to  M^  Beach,  has  been  laid  before  the  Board  of  Pro- 
perty, to  which  I  am  directed  to  reply.  On  perusal  it  seems  to 
divide  itself  into  the  following  heads: 

P^  That  the  Surveyor  General  "snote  containedsome  improper 
requests  of  M^  Sambourne,  which  was  intended  to  lead  him 
to  be  employed  in  business  improper  and  unnecessary  to  the 
Commission.  2'^.  That  reciting  the  Pennsylvania  release  in  the 
Patents  to  the  Connecticut  Claimants  is  expressly  made  un- 
necessary by  Law,  and  that  even  the  Attorney  General's  Opin- 
ion does  not  state  it  as  necessary. 

^^.  That  fraud  is  intended  by  the  Board  of  Property  and  the 
Legislative  and  Executivebranchesof  the  Government."  Which 
will  not  on  any  hun»an  consideration  consent  to  V)e  instruments 
in,"  the  object  of  which  is  a  repeal  of  the  Supplement  of  1802. 
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So  that  the  Connecticut  Claimants,  after  giving  up  their  title 
Papers  for  the  wliole  Lands,  will  not  in  return  receive  Patents 
for  any  but  the  released  parts,  that  an  intentioia  of  that  kind 
was  made  by  M'.  Matlack  To  M'.  Cooper  at  a  Meeting  of  the 
Board.  I  shall  endeavour  to  answer  each  of  these  heads  in 
Order  : 

1^'.  1  am  authorised  by  the  Surveyor  General  to  state  that  so 
far  from  intending  to  make  any  request  of  M'.  Sambourne  that 
his  object  was,  and  he  believes  he  has  so  expressed  it,  to  inform 
M'.  Beach  that  he  \vould  not  write  to  M^  Sambourne  as  he  had 
been  requested,  lest  it  might  be  considered  as  an  interference 
with  an  Officer  of  the  Commissioners. 

The  Board,  however,  conceive  there  would  have  been  no  im- 
propriety in  his  desiring  M'.  Sambourne  to  return  connected 
Drafts  of  the  Seventeen  Towns,  jjarticularly  as  it  is  well  rec- 
ollected that  M'.  Cooper  at  the  time  he  made  his  Objections 
before  the  Board,  to  the  recital  of  the  Pennsylvania  release  in 
the  Commissioners  Certificate,  as  he  had  at  first  agreed  to  do, 
that  he  proposed,  in  lieu  of  it,  that  M'.  Sambourne  should  give 
the  information  in  his  returns  of  Survey,  which  has  been  done 
in  the  Town  of  New^port,  by  the  return  of  a  connected  Draft, 
showing  the  lands  released  by  the  Pennsylvania  holders,  and 
the  lots  Submitted  by  the  Connecticut  claimants. 

2°*.  On  the  first  part  of  this  head,  the  Subject  having  been 
submitted  to  the  Attorney  General  for  his  official  Opinion  on 
the  construction  of  the  Laws  in  question,  and  the  Board  hav- 
ing determined  to  Act  in  conformity  to  his  Opinion,  decline 
entering  at  present  into  any  reasoning  on  the  Subject.  With 
respect,  however,  to  that  Opinion,  a  copy  of  which  was  handed 
to  M^  Cooper,  if  the  Attorney  General  has  not  stated  that  the 
recital  of  the  Pennsylvania  release  was  necessary,  he  has  stated 
what  is  tantamount  to  it.     I  will  quote  his  own  words: 

"I  have  considered  the  case,  and  the  questions  stated  by  the 
Board  of  Property,  and  I  am  of  Opinion,  that  it  is  best  the 
Patents  issued  to  the  Connecticut  Settlers,  under  the  Acts  of 
Assembly  referred  to  should  recite  the  release."  The  Commis- 
sioners then,  it  seems,  do  not  think  that  the  Attorney  General 
considered  the  "  best"  wa  y  as  necessary. 

I  shall  here  take  the  liberty  of  recalling  M'.  Cooper's  recol- 
lection to  an  early  Stage  of  this  business. 

In  his  letter,  dated  the  28^''  of  May,  1802,  he  says,  "I  send  you 
a  form  of  our  Certificate,  which  I  fancy  comprizes  all  the  par- 
ticulars necessary,  to  facilitate  the  examination  of  it  on  your 
part.  If  yon  approve  it,  let  me  know. "  This  Certificate  con- 
tained a  recital  of  the  Pennsylvania  release?,  and  was  perfectly 
satisfactory  to  the  Board,  except  that  it  wanted  the  number 
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of  the  Connecticut  Submission  and  the  date  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia release,  for  which  it  is  believed  Blanks  were  left  to  be  filled 
up.  A  short  time  prior  to  this  the  form  of  a  Patent,  on  the 
same  principles,  was  submitted  to  the  Governor  and  received 
his  Approbation.  It  mipfht  now  be  asked  who  has  acted  in- 
consistent? Did  M^  Cooper,  at  the  time  he  and  the  other  Com- 
missioners submitted  that  Certificate  to  the  Board,  mean  to 
give  his  aid  to  enable  us  to  do  an  Act  which  lie  conceived  to 
be  morally  wronp;?  or  did  he  intend  to  furnish  us  with  the 
means  of  inserting  in  the  Patents  a  clause  that  could  answer 
no  other  purpose  than  to  throw  doubts  and  suspicions  on  the 
Patent  itself? 

3''.  As  far  as  the  Members  of  the  Board  are  implicated,  I  am 
Authorized  by  them  to  State,  that  not  one  of  them  nor  any  of 
their  connections,  to  their  knowledge  own  one  Cents  worth  of 
Property  within  the  Seventeen  Towns,  or  within  the  County  of 
Luzerne,  they,  therefore,  can  have  no  temptation  to  commit 
"fraud,"  nor  any  interest  in  doing  wrong.  It  is  not  recollected 
by  M'.  Matlack,  or  any  other  Member  of  the  Board,  that  he 
ever  said  what  M^  Cooper  has  asserted. 

There  never  was  an  Idea  entertained,  much  less  expressed, 
by  any  Member  of  the  Board,  that  Patents  would  issue  only 
for  the  released  lands.  Indeed  it  has  been  their  constant  prac- 
tice to  declare,  to  those  Interested,  with  whom  they  had  an 
opportunity  of  conversing,  what  they  always  believed  and  still 
believe  to  be  the  Truth,  that  the  Government  would  carry  into 
effect  with  perfect  good  faith,  all  the  laws  in  force  relative  to 
that  subject. 

With  respect  to  your  Suspicions  of  the  Legislature  and  Exe- 
cutive passing  a,  Law  with  a  view  to  its  future  repeal,  for  the 
purpose  of  committing  a  fraud  on  a  particular  class  of  Citizens, 
does  not  require  an  Answer  from  me.  Those  respectable 
branches  of  the  Government  need  not  my  aid  to  defend  them 
against  two  of  their  own  Officers.  Your  offer  of  cheerfully 
labouring  to  give  us  the  information  we  have  desired,  after  it 
is  discovered  we  have  no  occasion  for  it,  is  properly  appreciated. 
I  am  your  Ob'.  H'•'^  Ser*., 

And".  Ellicott. 
Sec".  L^.  Office. 
John  M.  Taylor  &  Thomas  Cooper,  Esq".,  Comm". ,  &°. 
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Secretary  of  the  Land  Office 

TO    THE 

STATE  COMMISSIONERS 

Appointed  Undek  the  Act  of  April  4th,  1799. 


(387) 


[The  Letters  which  follow  are  simply  designated  by  Numbers.] 
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LETTERS  FEOM  THE  SECRETARY  OF 
THE  LAND  OFFICE 


To  Ihe  Conimisfsioners  njjpointed  under  tJie  Act  of  April  Hh,  1799. 

(1.) 
Land  office  of  Penn'a,  Mar.  31,  1801. 

Sir  :  I  made  two  attempts  to  find  you  on  the  29"^  without  suc- 
cess. A  general  draught  of  the  lands  in  the  Angle  made  by  the 
N.  Y^.  line  and  the  East  bank  of  Susqueh*.  was  left  at  your 
lodgings.  It  was  prepared  for  the  use  of  Colonel  Abraham 
Home  of  Easton,  the  Agent  under  the  Act  of  the  IG""  Ult.  The 
tracts  near  the  river  marked  thus  \^,  with  a  Black  lead  iJencil, 
are  possibly  within  the  Seventeen  Connecticut  Townships.  If 
so  they  are  within  your  Jurisdiction.  It  may  be  well,  there- 
fore, to  have  a  Copy  made  of  all  that  part  of  the  draught  which 
lies  between  the  East  Branch  of  Susq\  and  the  Curved  pencil 
line  which  I  drew  on  it  ;  that  part  of  the  Map  includes  all  the 
tracts  marked  thus  fx;,  the  rest  of  the  Map  is  necessary  for  the 
use  of  Col.  Home. 

After  you  have  caused  that  part  to  be  Copied,  I  wish  the 
whole  Map  transferred  by  any  safe  hand  to  Easton,  for  Co'. 
Horn,  who  lives  there.  It  is  very  desirable  to  have  this  very 
soon  done.  I  presume  M'.  Sambourne  can  execute  this  little 
Matter  for  you. 

You  know  that  Mess".  Thomas  Boude,  of  Columbia,  Lane', 
(bounty,  <Ten'.  W™.  Irvine  and  Gen'.  Andrew  Porter,  of  Mont- 
gomery, were  the  first  Comm".,  and  John  Shippen,  E.sq^,  of 
Shippensburgh,  Pennsyl*.  was  their  Clerk.  It  will  be  well  to 
ascertain  quickly  whether  all  these  Gentlemen,  of  whose  res- 
ignation you  are  not  Certain,  mean  to  go  out.  It  will  be  a 
very  desirable  thing  to  have  any  vacancies  filled  well  and  in- 
stantly ;  a  very  early  going  out,  and  a  long  Season  of  active  and 
judicious  exertions,  appear  to  be  necessary.  Gen'.  Boude  will 
get  your  letters  by  post,  as  he  lives  at  Wright's  Ferry;  he  is 
chosen  for  Lancaster  County,  a  Meu^ber  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, to  meet  in  december  next  ;  but  if  sooner  called  he 
must  be  unable  to  attend  to  both.     It  would  be  well  to  ascer- 
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tain  his  Intentions  of  serving,  and  to  press  upon  the  Gentle- 
men the  Necessity  of  going  out  early  and  taking  order  for  that 
purpose  soon.  A  meeting  at  Lancaster  may  be  useful  or  Nec- 
essary, and  will  be  Convenient  to  M^  Boude.  It  took  place 
last  year;  every  preparatory  exertion  is  necessary  to  prevent 
delay.  Where  Business  rests  on  three  Commissioners,  a  Clerk 
and  the  Surveyoi-s.  Gen'.  Irvine  can  give  you  information 
where  to  take  up  the  Business,  to  find  the  Surveyors,  &'^\  ;  one 
of  them,  M'.  banuiel  Rees  may  be  reached  by  the  Mail  to  Nor- 
ristown,  in  Montgosnery  County;  another,  M^  Samuel  Baird, 
lives  in  the  same  County,  and  his  direction  may  be  had  from 
M'.  Anthony  Carothers,  Corner  of  4"' and  Branch  Streets,  above 
race,  or  at  his  Ironmongery  Store,  almost  opposite  to  M'.  Atty. 
Gen'.  fiPKean.  Gen'.  Irvine  was  hourly  expected  in  the  City 
and  will  be  at  M".  Beckley's. 

Tliere  is  another  Sheet,  like  that  I  left  at  yotir  house,  which 
joins  it  on  the  Southside  and  on  the  river;  this  M'.  Carothers 
has,  and  he  promised  to  lend  it  to  me  to  have  copied  by  a  M'. . 
Jones,  who  lives  at  Capt.  Loxley's,  between  front  and  second, 
hi  Spruce  Street.  I  think  M^  Carothers  would  lend  it  to  you  ; 
have  copied  all  that  part  within  5  or  6  miles  of  the  river  which 
is  in  tracts  less  than  40  acres.  The  400  acre  tracts  are  subse- 
quent to  the  decree  of  Trenton.  The  tracts  held  by  title  before 
the  decree  of  Trenton  are  less  than  400  tracts;  the  latter  then 
need  only  be  copied,  because  the  former  are  not  within  your 
Jurisdiction. 

I  finish  in  haste,  the'  I  had  expected  to  be  more  full.     A  per- 
son going  to-morrow  oilers  to  takjmy  letter.   I  will  write  again. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

y^  m'.  ob'.  Servant, 

Tench  Coxe. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq^ 

You  will  be  pi  eased  to  observe  I  do  not  Claim  to  instruct  the 
Commissioners,  Imt  in  Consequence  of  your  invitation,  shall 
Constantly  offer  information  and  suggestions,  which  appear 
likely  to  promote  the  public  interests,  or  facilitate  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Commissioners. 


(2.) 

Lancaster,  June  2,  1801. 

Sir:  I  find  M'.  Wilson  is  to  be  here  this  Evening,  so  that  I 

have  an  op'^.  to  cover  to  you  a  rough  Article  of  Information, 

which  it  may  be  useful  to  insert  in  both  the  papers  at  Wilkes- 

barre.     I  think  the  publicatious  of  facts,  from  the  paper  I  ad- 
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dress  to  you  in  print,  will  be  usefully  made  in  both  the  federal 
and  republican  papers.  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  a  file  of  the 
federal  Newspapers  back  to  March  V;  if  you  Can  procure  it 
lor  the  public  service  and  send  it  to  me  here,  or  Under  Cover 
to  the  (Tovernors,  Philadelphia.  I  am  told  there  are  things  in 
it  that  ought  to  be  disproved  and  answered. 

This  Morning  about  |^  after  11,  poor  M^  Muhlenberg  was  taken 
after  an  hour's  regular  Business  with  an  Apoplexj',  which 
threatens  him  seriously  :  he  would  certainly  have  died  had  he 
been  alone  and  in  his  Bed.  He  had  every  Assistance  immedi- 
ately.    In  haste. 

"Your  most  Obedient  h.  Servant, 

Tench  Coxk. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq^,  Northumberland. 

I^ate  Connecticut  Claim  *  *  *  the  thousand  and  twelve  lotsand 
tracts  of  Land,  formerly  claimed  under  Connecticut,  have  been 
submitted  by  the  late  Claimants  thereof,  and  Applications 
have  been  made  to  obtain  Pennsylvania  titles  and  patents  for 
the  same,  for  a  valuable  Consideration  to  be  paid  therefor  by  the 
late  Connecticut  claimants.  Thequantityof  land  isnearly  equal 
to  the  whole  contents  of  the  Seventeen  townships.  It  is  known 
that  a  very  few  of  the  old  Settlers  have  omitted  to  submit,  but 
it  is  plain  that  the  Numbers  and  the  extent  of  their  Claims 
must  be  very  small  since  there  is  very  little  land  in  in  the  Seven- 
teen townships,  that  is  not  submitted.  It  appears  that  the 
Pennsylvanians  have  been  so  respectful  to  the  planof  the  State, 
and  so  liVjeral  towards  the  old  Settlers,  as  to  release  very  large 
quantities  of  land.  These  releases  appear  to  be  much  greater 
than  the  quantity  reported  to  the  Commissioners  under  the 
Confirming  as  belonging  to  the  Pennsylvanians  within  Town- 
ships.    Those  Commissioners  reported  about  110,785  Acres. 


(3.) 

Lancaster,  J  une  3,  1801. 
O^ntK^mcn  : 

It  is  probable  that  it  will  be  useful  to  publish  the  letter  of 
Mess'^^  Tilghman  and  Hodgdon,  with  the  form  of  disclaim  and 
Siibmission  in  the  Wllkesl)arre  papers.  Copies  are  in  the  en- 
closed Lancaster  paper  of  this  day.  In  the  same  paper  is  an 
Article  with  respect  to  the  Commissioners  tinder  the  Lancaster 
head,  which  it  may  be  well  to  have  republished,  as  it  shews  the 
great  extent  of  the  Submissions  ;  the  incipient  droppings  of  the 
Waters  of  truth  of  important  facts  is  necessary  to  Conviction 
in  prejudiced  Minds. 
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I  beg  the  favour  of  your  procuring  at  the  pubhe  expence, 
and  for  the  pubhc  use,  the  paper  (not  Wright's)  considered  as 
federal  from  the  1  of  March  to  this  time.  I  hear  that  there  are 
many  things  therein  that  require  to  be  explained  on  the  part 
of  Grovernment.  It  appears  by  the  paper  I  gave  you  that  about 
110,000  acres  of  Land  was  supposed  by  the  Comni'".  of  1787  to 
have  been  taken  up  under  the  Penns  within  the  17  townsliips. 
The  Office  opened  in  the  old  purchase  July  1,  1784,  and  in  the 
new  purchase  (north  of  Tawandee  and  west  of  the  N.  E.  Branch 
of  Susque*.  in  May,  1785.  It  would  be  useful  to  obtain  from  the 
Connecticut  people  a  list  of  the  Warrants  that  are  laid,  as  they 
conceive,  upon  Lands  in  the  Seventeen  townships.  The  War- 
rantees names,  the  dates  and  tlie  quantities,  both  in  the  War- 
rant and  return  would  be  useful.  It  would  be  well  to  get  it  in 
every  township,  wherp  it  may  be  found  practicable,  merely  as 
useful  general  information.  It  is  probable  that  Judge  Wells 
might  give  or  get  it. 

AVright.  HoUinback,  Beach,  Bowman,  &:". ,  who  have  been 
purchasing  Pennsylvania  rights,  might  avoid  or  even  frustrate 
it.  But  I  should  think  Franklin,  Jenkins,  Lord  Butler,  Gore 
and  Wells,  and  others  who  have  taken  little  or  nothing  under 
Pennsylvania  rights,  would  be  likelyto  possess  such  information 
now;  it  would  be  Avell  to  draw  it  out  of  them  at  once;  they 
proba,bly  have  papers  on  the  Subject.  It  appears  that  the 
rights  prior  to  1783  are  about  ?  of  the  townships  ;  all  the  rich  fiats 
or  bottoms  on  the  east  side  and  on  the  west  above  Tawandee 
are  taken  by  old  rights,  so  that  tlie  remainder  in  the  old  pur- 
chase must  be  generally. 

The  Susquehanna  Company  did  not  include  Iron,  coal  and 
other  Mines  in  these  papers  purporting  to  be  grants.  I  hurry 
this  off  for  fear  of  losing  the  Conveyance. 

"i'^  respect.,  humble  Servant, 

Tench  Coxe. 
The  Commissioners. 


(-1.) 

Lancaster,  June  IG,  1801. 
Gentlemen  : 

I  learned  with  pleasure  to-day  that  yoa  had  been  able  to  pro- 
peed  last  Wednesday.  A  great  deal  of  uneasiness  is  given  here 
by  a  report  that  one  Thayer,  who  has  sold  100,000  acres  of  Jjand 
as  in  the  Connecticut  Claim,  has  Vjeen  released  from  Bail  and 
Consequences  at  the  last  Luzeiiie  Court  :  it  will  be  useful  toob- 
tain  a  precise  knowledge  of  the  Case. 
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Misrepresentations  have  been  made  of  some  offer  of  Co'  Horn 
to  compromise  the  Business  of  the  Claim  within  the  Intension 
which  I  am  sure  he  had  no  authoritv  to  do,  and  would  never 
think  of  offering  without  Authoritv.  I  wish  a  Copy  of  his  let- 
ter and  his  Message  thro'  M^  Holienback.  J^,  could  begot 
and  sent. 

I  am  getting  the  Statement  into  Lycoming,  Wayne,  &^.,  but 
I  think  the  Copies  in  the  3  papers  of  Wilkesbarre"wil'l  be  the 
most  useful  and  important.  I  hope  you  have  succeeded  to  get 
them  to  insert  them.  I  sent  you  a  Complete  Copv,  and  desired 
another  to  be  sent  from  Philadelphia. and  now  send  vou  a  third. 

20  persons  have  been  applying  here  to  find  out  the  Pennsvl- 
vaniania  owners  of  Land  on  Tyoga  heads,  I  believe  with  Sin- 
cerity ;  but  we  are  not  to  trust  to  anything  but  explicit  written 
Submissions. 

This  goes  by  a  person  bound  to  Tyoga  point ;  he  does  not 
stay  long,  so  that  I  am  forced  to  conclude  myself,  Gent'. 

Y^  Mo.  ObS  Servant, 

Tknch  Coxe. 


Board  of  Property  of  Penns\,  June  G,  IbUl. 

Present,  Tench   Coxe,  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  Samuel 
<'ochran,  S.  G.,  Timothy  Matlack,  M.  Rolls. 

On  Sundry  Connecticut  Settlers  Submissions.  It  appears 
from  a  letter  and  endorsements  of  Nathan  Palmer,  Esq^,  pro- 
thonotary  of  Luzerne,  and  otherwise  that  had  been  delivered 
at  his  Office,  and  subsequently  to  the  last  day  of  December, 
1800,  that  sundry  like  submissions  had  been  received  through 
other  Channels,  but  that  for  want  of  timely  transmission  by 
the  Submittees,  or  for  want  of  timely  execution  bv  them,  the 
Submissions  had  not  reached  the  Land  Office  until  after  the 
]a.st  Day  of  December  aforesaid  ;  Whereupon,  the  Board  are  of 
opinion  that  the  acceptance  of  all  Submissions  be  suspended, 
which  have  not  been  actually  received  at  the  Land  Office  before 
the  first  day  of  January,  1801 ;  the  5th  Section  of  the  act  of 
April  4th,  1800,  requiring  that  the  Claimants  should  make 
application  at  the  Land  Office  before  that  day. 

A  true  Copy, 

Tench  Coxe, 
Secretary  of  the  L.  Office. 
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(5.) 

Land  Office  of  Penns^,  June  24,  1801. 
(Tentlemen  : 

It  was  necessary  to  pass  under  tlie  V'iew  of  the  Board  of  pro- 
perty sundry  cases  of  Submission,  who  liad  not  actually  placed 
their  Instruments  of  Submissions  in  their  Office  before  the  first 
day  of  January.  1801  ;  they  were  variously  circumstanced  as  to 
<lates  ;  receii)t  here  by  post  after  December,  by  the  prothonotary 
of  Luzerne,  before  and  after  'SI  Dec'.,  1801,  &,  &:"^ ,  but  they 
all  were  under  one  Circumstance,  that  of  not  being  in  this 
Office  on  or  before  the  31  Dec^,  1800.  They  appeared  to  the 
Board  incapable  of  beini^:  accepted,  but  they  deemed  it  best 
not  to  take  order  preremptorily.  The  Submissions  may,  if  they 
see  ijroper,  make  ajiplication  upon  the  Subject.  It  will  be  well 
to  let  your  Clerk  make  a  Copy  of  the  above  Act  of  the  Board 
and  insert  in  a  ^Newspaper  or  put  it  up  in  your  Office  or  both. 
It  can  be  mentioned  to  M^  Palmer  from  whom  the  greater  jiart 
of  them  were  received. 

I  have  sent  you  by  2  or  3  Channels  complete  Copies  of  the 
Statement  of  the  25'''  May.  and  many  others  have  gone  to  Ly- 
coming, Sunbury,Easton.  Philadelphia,  Bethlehem,  Allentown, 
&*c. ,  to  be  forwarded  also  to  our  different  Counties,  to  N.  Jer- 
sey, TJ.  York,  Connecticut  and  Havre  de  Grace. 

M'.  Jacob  Hart  took  some  for  you.  The  paper  here  has  pub- 
lished the  Evidence  N°.  1  to  32.  I  shall  bf  glad  to  learn  what 
symptoms  appear  from  the  i^ublication. 

It  is  a  very  astonishing  thing  th.at  these  people  will  still  pub- 
lish that  they  have  '"a  grant"  from  Connecticut;  in  that  re- 
pect  the  statement  must  be  useful.  The  falsity  that  the  Penn- 
sylvanians  are  seeking  to  Compromise  is  very  scandalous  and 
gross.  The  letter  of  Hogdon  and  E.  Tighlraan  in  behalf  of  the 
Land  holders  is  in  a  very  firm  Spirit. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  know  what  ajipears  to  be  the  disposition 
of  the  late  Connecticut  from  their  Conversations  and  profes- 
sions ;  What  from  the  proceedings.  Unequivocal  acts.  It  will  be 
very  useful  to  ascertain  as  far  as  possible  the  views  and  ideas  of 
the  people  of  the  17  townships,  and  those  without,  whether 
the  latter  seem  tenacious,  bold,  threatning  or  the  reverse. 

I  should  much  like  to  know  by  draught  the  liand  within  the 
17  townships  covered  by  Pennsylv*.  rights  later  than  the  decree 
of  Trenton,  or  by  unleased  rights  of  any  age  and  the  owners, 
gen',  value,  (Sr"^". 

There  are  some  rights  for  land  on  the  West  of  the  N.  E.  Branch 
of  Susquhanna,  above  Tawandee,  and  l)elow  the  N.  York  line, 
which  being  laid  before  1785,  when  the  Office  opened  for  that 
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Piaee,  wi  I  be  of  doubtful  validity.      I  .peak  thus  because  I  a.u 
interested  in  some  ri^^hts  in  178o  that  interfere  with  them    an 

1"^!:::;^::^:^'  'T'  *^^  °PP--^  ^^^^^«  in  valid  tk:"^ 
shall  not  SI.  in  the  Case,  being  interested.    A  right  of  the  Mar 

If  you  could  procure  a  Copy  of  the  general  tax  advertise 
ment  and  send  hither,  it  would  be  useful.  Do  they  tax  he' 
Unsettled,  unnnproved  land,  claimed  by  Connecticut  peonltv 
Few  or  none  of  the  Connecticut  people  have  taken  the  oa'h  of 
Mngle  Claun  as  under  Connecticut  and  not  under  PennsvTvan^a 
and  ^ronnecttcut.      It   is  said  a  x^-umber  have  purchased  both 

LaVdt  of  y  "  Ch  ""^  '  V"^'  ^""'^  '°  ^"'"  *^^'-'>'  attention  to  the 
Lands  of  M.  Charles  Stewart,  M^  Robert  Wilson,  &-  ;  they  ex 
pected  It  when  they  furnished  the  Map  ^ 

AVe  have  not  our  vacant  seat  filled  at  the  Board  that  I  mean 
of  the  late  M^  Muhlenberg.  But  we  have  three  on  thlspot 
who^make  a  legal  Board  ;  the  place  will  be  fdled  this  Week  I 

I  shall  be  particularly  glad  to  hear  of  anything  relative  to  your 

Bus.nes.    whjch  promises  a  great  progress  towards  an  end  thia 

^ear.     The  Matter  should  be  as  far  as  possible  Concluded     h  s 

frc'aL        '^^'""^^'^"^^^'^"^=  ''^^^^  ^--  particularly  so  in 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

^^  mos.  Ob'.  Servant, 

Tench  Coxb. 


(6.) 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq^  Lancaster,  June  26,  1801. 

T>ear  Sir  :  I  have  received  your  two  favors  of  the  13"^  and  IRu. 

We  have  had  Kinney  and  Baldwins  resolutions,  on  which  I 
th  nkyou  pass  a  just  Judgment;  they  have  been  rep^bl  shed 

sent  ;trto  th  'c'  """""^"^  P^i'^-;  perhaps  by  o'the  s  I 
sent  them  to  the  Comm".  It  is  a  most  unhappv  thing  to  see 
those  persons  make  a  public  declaration  that  thev  have  'a 
ITL    r  '^^""««*'^"t  ^"^  that  the  Pennvlvanian  are  dis 

r  1  "k?p7ur"^  "'  ^^'^^  "^"  ''''  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^  ^'-  ^— - 

^ Jhe  letters  I  sent  your  were  by  private  hands,  except  one  by 
The  people  should  be  taught  that  your  Business  is  to  do  every- 
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thing  that  the  laws  authorize  and  require  to  be  done  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Connectieut  Claipi  within  the  17  townships,  and  no 
where  else,  and  that  there  is  no  ground  to  say  that  the  Assem- 
bly will  do  anything  more.  I  perceive  that  yon  are  taking  pains 
to  shew  them  the  true  state,  Course  and  prospects  of  the  Busi- 
ness. It  is  all  necessary  from  the  ingenuity  and  Activity  that 
was  exercised.  1  am  doing  what  I  can  to  give  the  New  Eng- 
land States  Correct  views  of  the  injuries  and  deceptions  which 
have  been  passed  upon  them  for  this  purpose.  I  have  covered 
Copies  of  the  Statement  to  a  great  number  of  Considerable 
men  in  all  the  States  north  of  u&.  The  Governors,  Senators  & 
Representatives,  Judges,  Members  of  the  State  legislatures. 
Lawyers,  I^anded  men,  (f  ^,  the  Attorney  general  of  the  United 
States,  and  every  other  public  Man  from  Js.  England,  from 
Washington  to  Massachussets  are  served  with  Copies.  I  have 
sent  large  parcels  to  Co'.  Pickering,Doctor  and  Joseph  Priestly, 
Mess".  Kidd,  Donnell  and  Hepburn,  D.Smith.  D.Levy,  W.  Mont- 
gomery,By6rs,W. (Tray,W'".  Ellis,"\V.  andS.  M''Ciay,Evan  Owens, 
N.  Beach,  Adlura.Caton,  the  Carsons,  R.  Palmer,Strouds,  Horse- 
field,  Hodgdon,  Drinker,  Strawbridge,  Francis,  E.  Tighlman 
and  every  other  person  I  can  think  of,  who  from  interest  or 
situation  can  be  of  use  in  circulating  the  pamphlets  or  support- 
ing or  explaining  our  title.  I  have  got  a  few  to  the  heads  of 
Tyoga,  the  Mouth  of  it,  Salem,  Exeter,  Kingston.  Wilkes])arre, 
Wayne,  &™. ,  and  shall  continue  to  distribute  them.  I  shall  V)e 
glad  of  your  opinion,  whether  a  publication  of  3,000  of  them 
at  200  Dollars  would  not  be  useftil;  my  idea  would  be  to  put 
them  into  every  hand  we  could  reach  in  the  42  degree  east  of 
Allegheny  river  ;  tliere  might  be  a  few  additions. 

M'.  Dickson  has  pul)lished  all  the  papers,  and  N.  1  to  N.  22, 
which  gives  500  Copies  of  that  important  part;  but  these  go 
chiefly  arnoug  the  Republicans  in  Chester,  Lancaster,  Dauphin, 
York,  Adams,  Franklin  and  Cumberland,  and  among  the 
printers  in  various  states. 

I  think  it  unnecessary  to  justify  the  State  in  the  ground  she 
may  be  compelled  to  take,  that  all  America  should  know  this 
Affair;  I  have  therefore  sent  some  copies  to  Washington,  Del- 
aware, Maryland,  N.  Jersey,  and  have  a  proiiiise  from  Duane 
to  publish  the  paper  in  3  or  4  Aurora's  which  go  through  Vir- 
ginia, the  Carolinas,  rreorgia,  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  I 
rely  much  upon  the  influence  of  shame  on  the  public  people  of 
Connecticut,  for  checking  all  further  proceeding  in  such  a 
transaction. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  a  Copy  of  the  renunciation  of  th(^ 
.Toint  title.  I  am  of  ojuriion  that  if  a  man  has  held  both  he  can 
not  renounce  one  to  bring  himself  within  the  Law.     Be  pleased 


SECRETARY  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE.  397 

to  give  particular  Attention  to  tlie  Section  and  to  our  form, 
when  you  Consider  this  point.  A  man  cannot  get  5  dollars  tor 
a  PennsylV  title,  and  Lave  a  trustee  purchase  the  Connecticut 
title,  to  the  same  lands,  for  2  dollars.  I  am  mistaken  if  you 
do  not  find  considerable  Union  of  the  two  titles.  The  deposi- 
tion should  be  close  to  the  law  and  generally  well  drawn.  It 
would  seem  well  that  the  tracts  and  titles  to  which  each  man's 
oath  applies  should  be  identified. 

If  many  of  the  half  share  men  have  settled  in  the  17  townships, 
there  must  be  disputes  among  them,  for  there  are  near  300,000 
A^  submitted. 

I  am  of  opinion.  Sir,  that  the  plan  of  Communication  you 
have  Commenced,  will  be  highly  serviceable  to  the  State,  give 
great  facility  and  precision  to  the  Operations  of  Government 
and  be  of  much  use  to  the  private  owners  of  liand  ;  to  those 
and  every  other  good  end  I  shall  promptly  and  carefully  use 
what  you  may  Communicate  as  fact,  or  rumor ;  the  necessary 
discriminations  between  certainty,  possibility  and  probability 
will  be  duly  attended  to. 

The  resolution  of  M'.  Franklin  with  M^  Kinne,  if  it  should 
take  place,  will  prove  the  body  of  the  Country  unfaithful  to 
Pennsylv*.  Those  who  regard  the  prosperit7  of  Luzerne  will 
do  well  to  oppose  it ;  no  man  can  believe  them  sincere  if  they 
do  not.  It  would  seem  to  be  friendly  to  put  them  Cautiously 
on  their  guard. 

I  do  not  learn  that  Co'.  Horn  has  yet  served  any  of  the  Set- 
tlers with  notices,  or  obtained  their  Submissions. 

The  Stateof  Pennsylvaniadoes  nottake  into  its  consideration 
the  decision  of  the  cause.  It  believes,  knows  and  affirms  that 
Connecticut  has  lost  its  claim,  by  a  conclusive  trial,  had,  ad- 
mitted and  released  ;  has  never  conveyed  its  claim  to  any  Set- 
tler or  Company;  could  not  convey  a  right,  having  itself  no 
right,  and  it  therefore  passes  penal  laws  for  setting  up  and  act- 
ing upon  a  foreign  title,  derogatory  to  its  rights  and  peace,  and 
to  the  sovereign  Authority  of  the  U.  S.  ;  it  acts  as  if  Tennessee, 
the  youngest  State,  were  to  set  up  a  groundless  foreign  title  to 
Greene,  Washington,  and  Fayette.  It  acts  more  mildly  than 
it  did  with  Virginia  in  the  Law  of  1780,  and  more  mildly  than 
N.  York  did  with  Connecticut  in  its  law  of  1790,  Jay,  Gover- 
nor; of  the  f  law  you  will  see  a  Copy  in  the  State  laws,  p.  — , 
and  of  the  latter  I  gave  you  Copies  to  distribute. 

It  is  my  opinion,  Sir,  that  proofs  of  any  lawful  Conduct  at 
the  Meeting  should  be  procured  and  transmitted  without  delay. 
Anything  that  is  against  law  should  be  attended  to  in  like 
manner,  upon  every  occasion  ;  and  in  the  case  of  every  person, 
great  and  small, my  opinion  is,  that  the  laws  must  be  completely 
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executed,  without  warmth  or  hesitation,  but    that  they  must 
be  executed. 

Evan  Owen,  Esq^,  was  here,  but  he  did  not  tell  me  so  much 
as  you  Mention,  nor  hideed  anything  like  it,  I  however  fully 
Credit  it  from  liis  Conduct. 

It  will  be  of  great  Consequence  to  ascertain  in  what  of  the  17 
townships  half  share  men  have  settled  since  1795,  or  how  much 
land,  or  what  land,  who  owns  it,  and  every  other  useful  part.  1 
wish  alsoto  know  precisely  on  what  land, who  owns  it, and  every 
other  useful  fact.  I  wish  also  to  know  precisely  on  what  land, 
and  where,  Co".  John  Jenkins  has  settled  ;  a  draught  shewing 
the  Connecticut  lines  and  the  Pennsylvania  lines,  warrants  and 
owners,  could  be  highly  useful,  and  so  of  Franklin  and  any  of 
their  first  Q.  S.  Misleaders. 

Wright's  Conduct  is  highly  Culpable,  dangerous  and  unjust ; 
he  has  bought  largely  of  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania  and 
so  has  his  father.  They  are  afraid  of  their  ill  gotten  lands  and 
of  their  Safety — he  is  a  Magistrate.  I  think  his  Case  and  Con- 
duct must  be  considered  :  as  to  mvself  I  am  honored,  as  an 
Officer  and  Citizen  of  Pennsylvania  by  the  disesteem  of  the 
enemies  to  her  peace  and  rights,  and  of  the  property  of  my 
fellow  Citizens;  let  M^  Wright  publish  the  Extract  of  letters, 
Copies,  minutes.  Abstracts  from  Laws,  &'^^  ,  N".  1  to  22  without 
a  name,  if  he  chuses,  under  the  head  of  papers  concerning  the 
Connecticut  Claim. 

How  does  the  post  Office  behave?  If  it  is  guilty  of  anything 
improper,  I  recommend  the  taking  of  Affidavits. 

Now,  I  have  the  Satisfaction  to  know  you  are  arrived,  I  shall 
go  uj)on  the  Luzerne  business,  in  order  that  upon  a  review  you 
may  receive  everything  which  has  l)een  overlooked  or  omitted. 

I  have  sent  to  M'.  Mott  for  M^  Sambourne's  2  drafts,  but  he 
was  nut  in  the  way.  I  will  repeat  the  application  with  my  re- 
membrances to  the  Gentlemen  of  and  Connected  with  the  Com- 
mission.    I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Your  most  Obedient  Servant, 

Tknch  Coxe. 


(7.) 

Lancaster,  June  29"',  1801. 
The  Comm". ,  Luzej-ne. 

Gentlemen  :  An  application  has  been  made  by  M''.  Geo.  Welles, 
formerly  of  Connecticut,  but  now  concerned  with  C.  Carroll 
and  R.  Caton,  Esq". ,  of  Maryland,  to  know  the  owner  of  some 
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Lands  near  to  Latimer  and  Pickerings  and  C"\  land,  on  tlie 
west  side  of  tbe  Susqtie\,  near  Tyoga,  for  which  I  have  re- 
ferred him  to  M^  Sambourne  s  Maps.  It  will  be  necessary  that 
a  disclaim  in  form  should  be  signed  by  M^  Reddington,  for 
whom  he  applies,  or  the  Pennsylvanians  will  nottreatwith  him. 
We  are  making  up  for  you  a  list  of  all  the  Submissions  which 
are  Contemplated  in   the  Act  of  the  Board  of  property  of  the 

instant,as  too  late  for  acceptance.     The  only  Chance  those 

persons  have  is  the  general  good  Conduct  of  the  Connecticut 
Claimants.  There  will  be  httle  hope  if  M^  Jenkins  remains 
Unindicted.  intruders  should  be  elected,  the  agent  should  be 
interrupted,  The  Submittees  of  1800  should  not  be  frank  and 
prompt  to  finish  their  business,  intrusion  should  continue  or 
increase,  or  in  short,  if  the  body  of  the  people  of  the  County 
do  not  act  like  Pennsylvanians  and  support  the  State  and  check 
and  secure  the  intruders. 

M\  Joseph  Wright "s  refusal  to  publish  our  defence,  when  his 
Gazette  contains  adverse  papers,  ought  to  attract  the  Notice 
of  the  Government  and  Citizens  of  Pennsylvania;  he  is  either 
afraid  to  do  justice  or  unjustly  disposed;  he  has  refused  to 
publish,  to  justify  the  title  of  his  native  State  Confirmed  by 
the  laws.     It  will  of  Course  be  known   to  the  (iovernor,  the 
Members  of  the  Board  of  property  and  other  Officers  of  the 
Government.      It  will  justify  suits  against  him  for  defamation 
of  title,  when  he  publishes   the  false  assertion  that  the  Com- 
panies have  a  grant  from  Connecticut,  he  published  last  year 
false  and  wicked  attacks  on  me  and  now  he  will   not  allow  me 
to  shew  by  great  recorded  truth  that  those  falsehoods  are  such. 
M^  Wright's  refusal  to  publish  for  us,  while  he  publishes  for  M^ 
Franklin,  is  a  desperate,  deadly  symptom.     We  must  not  allow 
such    treatment.     It   must  be  known  to  the  Legislature  when 
they  meet  that  the   universal  hostility  of  the  Submittees,  or 
their  being  overawed,  may  be  known  and  the  proper  remedies 
applied.     If  M".  Wright,  who  to  all  tnings  besides  is  a  native 
of  Penns*. ,  will  not  do  us  Justice,  what  are  we  to  expect?  Such 
Conduct  gives  a  Blind  and  desperate  Obstinacy  to  the  unlaw- 
ful  Conduct  by  which  we  are  kept  out  of  our  propertv  and 
peace.     It  is  extreme  want  of  Wisdom  for  M^  Wright  to'  pro- 
tract the   Settlement  of  the  Luzerne  Business,  for  his  family 
has  a  vast  quantity  of  submitted   claims,  the  value  of  which 
would   be   great  indeed,  if  the   Affair  were  settled,  but  it  will 
all  be  worth  little  if  it  shall  be  kept  alive  in  the  Manner  of  late 
years.     I  have  good   reason   to  believe  that  M^  Wright  is  ex- 
tremely wrong  in  supposing,  or  rather  in  saying,  that  the  Con- 
necticut people  will  concede  nothing  to  what,  comes  from  me, 
for   I  know  that  numbers  Imve  been  convinced,  by  the  facts 
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and  papers  published  since  I  have  been  in  Office.  I  have  in- 
cessant interviews  with  and  Couiniunications  from  people  in 
that  Connection,  and  I  l^now  it  to  be  with  considerable  effect. 
Besides  the  truths  I  have  collected  do  not  Come  from  me; 
they  proceed  from  the  Jjegislatures  of  the  Union,  of  Penns\ 
and  Connecticut,  from  the  federal  and  State  Courts,  from  the 
public  records,  from  every  source,  but  me.  I  merely  say  that 
they  exist,  and  make  myself  responsible  to  shew  them. 

It  will  not  do  for  Intruders  under  a  rasured  deed  to  impeach 
the  veracity  of  an  Officei-,  a^aiiist  whom  no  man  has  risked  a 
Charge.  M'.  Jacob  Hart  will  tell  U\  AVright  that  T  shewed 
him  the  Indian  preemi)tion  deeds,  the  letters  of  Gov.  Fitch, 
the  Journals  of  our  last  session  of  Assembly,  the  charge  of  Judge 
Patterson,  the  Certiiicate  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  U.  S.  ;  in  short,  every  paper  he  could  look  at. 

M^  Evan  Owens  declaration  proves  that  the  laws  cannot  be 
executed,  wherefore,  remedy  must  be  had.  We  asserted  this 
last  Winter  and  it  was  denied. 

I  wish  if  a  Copy  of  the  Statement  could  be  got  to  Charles 
Williamson,  Esq'.,  that  it  might  be  sent ;  I  would  send  him  50 
if  I  had  a  Conveyance. 

Depositions  of  material  facts  will,  as  you  know,  Gentlemen, 
be  very  useful;  the  Committees  of  the  Legislature  will  rely 
upon  them  in  making  new  legal  provisions. 

I  do  not  recollect  anything  material  to  affect  the  business 
that  has  occurred  since  your  departure.  Everything  now  rests 
upon  that  frank,  faithful,  prompt  execution  of  the  law  of  1799, 
which  I  am  sure  you  are  determined  to  give.  You  may  rely 
on  my  efforts  with  all  the  strength  I  am  possessed  of,  and  with 
all  good  faith  to  the  Settlers,  &"».,  to  aid  you  in  the  expedi- 
tious execution  of  that  law,  and  rely  upon  you  convincing  every 
man  in  Luzerne,  of  a  sound  mind  and  heart,  that  you  and  this 
government,  in  all  its  parts  are  determined  to  execute  that  law 
with  hberality  and  effect. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  Obedient  Servant, 

Tench  Coxe. 
The  Commissioners,  Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne. 


(8.) 

Lanc^,  June  29,  1801. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq'. 

Dear  Sir :  I  write  upon  the  public  Business,  but  having  filled 
ray  sheet  am  obliged  to  inclose  in  another,  and  give  you  our 
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news  on  the  cover.  We  have  not  yet  a  rec'.  general,  but  his 
commission  to  morrow  ;  the  blank  liaving  gone  down  of  Sat- 
urday for  him.  I  am  uncertain  who  it  will  be,  but  1  think  Ave 
shall  have  a  firm  Otricer  in  tlie  Luzerne,  Allegheny  and  repub- 
lican Affairs.  Gen'.  P.  Muhlenberg  has  resigned  liis  seat  in  tlie 
Senate  of  tlie  U.  S.,  and  lias  by  this  day  no  doubt  his  Comm". 
as  Supervisor.  No  lemovals  liave  taken  place  in  Pennsylvania 
since  you  left  us,  for  even  General  Henry  Miller  is  not  yet 
known  to  be  superseded.  It  is  expected  that  B'.  Logan  will 
go  to  the  Senate. 

Our  last  accounts  from  Egypt  give  us  a  mysterious  represen- 
tation of  a  Battle  of  the  2]"-  of  March,  without  any  letter  from 
the  Comm^  in  Chief  Abercrombie,  and  tho'  they  pretend  that 
the  French  suffered  extremely,  and  were  Compleatly  routed, 
they  profess  to  fear  an^  attack  on  the  22'"^. 

The  Emperor  Paul  does  not  relieve  England  from  the  armed 
neutrality  by  his  death;  tho'  gone,  the  Emperor  Alexander 
seems  to  Countenance  that  formidable  Combination.  The 
reply  of  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Carlserona,  to  the  British 
Admiral  Hyde  Parker,  is  as  firm  as  rock  ;  had  the  Danes  de- 
feated the  British,  Sweden  could  not  have  been  more  decided  ; 
Which  must  have  been  produced  by  her  Belief  of  the  young 
Emperor's  sincerity  in  the  Combination. 

It  is  reputed  that  any  disaster  the  French  may  have  sus- 
tained will  quicken  the  feelings  of  the  French,  Russians  and 
Austrians  in  regard  to  Turkey,and  perhaps  produce  some  grand 
Combination,  which  will  precipitate  the  fate  of  the  Ottoman 
empire.  Every  day  convinces  us  that  the  British  could  have 
made  a  bad  Affair  of  the  attempt  to  pass  the  Sound,  but  for  a 
finesse  of  Nelson's.  He  has  returned  to  England  in  a  State  of 
dissention  with  Parker. 

We  Continue  to  be  galled  with  the  British  Cruisers,  but  hear 
very  little  of  French  depredations.  Tripoli  is  our  open  enemy, 
But  not  Algiers  ;  tho'  our  tribute  is  in  arrear  three  years— this 
is  equally  unaccounted  for  and  certain.  It  seems  that  our 
government  has  not  given  a  Cent  for  tribute  for  three  years. 
But  what  have  they  done  with  the  tribute  money? 

Our  government  Continues  to  explain  its  purpose  of  removing 
no  man  for  his  political  Sentiments,  so  says  a  most  respectable 
letter  I  have  lately  received  fi-om  W. 

Some  of  the  Colonial  Government  of  S'.  Croix,  &-"^\,  have 
passed  thro'  this  town  and  are  strong  in  their  declaration  of 
War  against  England. 

Our  federal  Judges  from  West  Penns^  passed  thro'  this  place 
and  York  on  the  20"'  and  21'^  to  open  the  Court  at  Bedford  on 
the  25">. 

20— Vol.  XVIII. 
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It  is  said  the  British  government  iiave  become  very  jealous 
of  the  Irish  emigrations  to  this  Country  ;  besities  being  farmers 
the  people  are  all  tradesmen  likewise.  About  1,000  have  arrivt-d 
in  ttie  Delaware,  soiiie  also  iu  N.  York;  there  are  Quaker  and 
Presbyterians  in  greater  Numbers  than  Catholics.  Their  Ob- 
structions cannot  be  got  over  by  the  poor,  but  the  rich  and  sub- 
stantial will  Come  while  Land  is  Cheap  here  and  unatainable 
there.  Bread  and  freedom  plenty  and  Irishmen  admitted  to 
be  human  beings. 

I  see  nothing  to  change  my  belief  that  Portugal  will  undergoe 
some  material  change.  It  does  not  seem  to  be  Confirmed  that 
the  British  have  landed  a  force  at  the  "  Bottom  of  the  Red  Sea. " 
We  have  an  odd  rumour  here  about  Tripoli,  which  is  said  to 
be  in  possession  of  the  French  ;  if  so  it  will  be  well  for  us  as  they 
are  Certainly  hostile  to  us. 

Our  crops  of  grass  look  as  if  they  grew  upon  a  Country  twice 
as  large  ;  our  Wheat,  Rye  and  Barley  look  equally  fine.  Markets 
Continue  generous  at  home  and  abroad  ;  our  reapers  are  ex- 
pected to  demand  one  dollar  p^  day.  M'.  Strickland  has  how- 
ever written  a  pamphlet  in  England  asserting  that  our  Agri- 
culture has  declined,  and  that  it  is  owing  to  the  Constitutions 
of  the  States  and  the  Manners  of  tha  people. 

Yours  very  respectfully, 

Tench  Coxe. 

It  is  suggested  to  the  Commissioners,  that  there  will  be  ap- 
plications made  to  them  upon  the  Subject  of  lands  within  the 
17  townships  not  yet  submitted,  and  upon  the  subject  of  lands, 
without  the  bounds  of  the  Seventeen  townships  (or  the  pitchis) 
not  yet  submitted.  It  is  recommended  that  the  Commissioners 
open  a  small  book  of  half  a  dozen  Sheets  of  paper,  and  that 
they  give  an  opportunity  to  every  such  person  to  put  down  his 
Quantity  of  Land,  Situation,  Name,  &"=*.  Some  such  heading 
as  the  following  might  be  well : 

Applications  for  new  Submid'sions. 

A.  B.  makes  Application  to  have  an  Opportunity  to  be  in- 
cluded within  the  terms  of  the  Act  of  April  4,  1799,  for  one  tract 
of  800  acres  in  Pittstown  and  one  in  Ulster,  &:'\  A.  B. 

Wilkesbarre,  March  31,  1801. 

And  so  of  the  Lands  in  the  pitchis.  '  The  reference  to  the 
Charge  of  Judge  Patterson  is  p.  40,  last  paragraph  ;.  it  would 
be  well  to  collect  and  minute  the  real  and  fair  evidences  of 
Application  by  Connecticut  men  under  that  law,  without  ap- 
pearing to  give  any  Countenance  or  Sanction  to  them  ;  the 
whole  course  of  conduct,  with  the  precise  dates  on  the  part  of 
the  Connecticut  men,  should  be  made  Satisfactorily  to  appear. 
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The  Confirming  Jaw  was  produced  by  a,  deception.  The  Con- 
necticut men  asserted  that  the  Lands  had  been  bought  with 
the  Consent  of  the  State,  and  that  Connecticut  liad  trans- 
ferred them,  made  the  Companies,  Corporations,  &'=\  The 
Conditions  have  not  been  performed. 

The  Susquehannah  Company's  Minutes  are  not  original,  nor 
do  they  Shew  proceedings  anterior  to  Dec^  28,  1768,  nor  sub- 
sequent to  May  23,  1774,  tlie  Articles  of  Association  of  1733  and 
the  fundamental  rules  and  records  of  Members,  and  evidences 
of  the  Erection  of  Eleven  out  of  the  17  townships  are  all  want- 
ing. The  Indian  deed  should  be  shown  to  evidence  that  the 
townships  are  Contained  within  its  description.  As  the  ori- 
ginals are  not  brought  forward,  we  may  be  sure  that  they  are 
Averse  to  shew  them.  It  will  require  that  they  be  unsus- 
pectedly  drawn  out.  Co'.  Franklin  has  tiiem  all  in  the  County. 
He  told  me  he  would  furnish  them.  They  Certainly  have  Com- 
plete old  draug}\ts  of  the  townships.  It  appears  Clear  to  me 
that  the  17  townships  were  Confined  to  the  old  purchase  of 
1768,  and  that  the  old  town  of  Ulster  was  originally  so  laid,  and 
that  they  afterwards  Carried  it  in  part  over  the  West  Side  of 
Susquehannah  in  the  purchase  of  1785  (See  Min.  Dec^  28,  1768). 

AVas  Jacobs  "a  Settler"'  before  the  decree  of  Trenton,  or  ever? 
I  think  not.  Then  is  his  Connecticut  claim  of  any  avail?  In- 
numerable forfeitures  have  affected  the  titles  of  Settlers  ;  they 
Conceal  their  proceedings  partly  on  that  account.  See  first 
min.  of  1770. 

Where  were  the  Indian  School  lands  located?  10  miles  by  6. 

The  rules  and  regulations  Considered  as  in  force  on  the  30"" 
of  Dec^,  1783,  are  necessary.     See  Sect.  5,  Act  of  4  Ap. ,  1799. 

The  time  of  surveying  each  township  is  Necessary.  No 
Survey  or  resurvey  after  Dee^  30"",  1782,  appears  to  beadmissi- 
l)le. 


Ijand  Office,  Pennsylvania,  July  8"\  1801. 
(jrentlemen  : 

By  a  late  Mail  I  sent  you  a  packet  Containing  all  that  re- 
mained of  the  admitted  Connecticut  Submissions.  It  was  with- 
out a  letter,  the  date  being  marked  over  the  seal  on  the  Cover. 

This  inclosure  will  contain  '"a  list  of  the  unaccepted  Sub- 
missions" of  .Tob  Irish  and  others;  these  are  the  Submissions 
referred  to  in  the  Minute  of  the  6th  June,  1801. 

All  the  Submissions  heretofore  made  are  Conceived  to  be  in 
the  two  general  lists.      1",  of  Submissions   admitted  ;  2*'^^,  Sub- 
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missions  not  admitted.  Should  any  pei-son  apply  on  the  former 
list  you  will  Ihid  a  Certified  Copy  in  your  hands.  Should  any 
person  apply  on  the  latter  list  you  will  see  the  reason  Why  It 
has  not  l)een  transmitted.  If  you  desire  to  have  Certified 
copies  of  Job  Irish  and  others  unaccepted  Submissions,  they 
shall  be  sjnt.  I  expedite  this  that  the  Comm".  and  the  parties 
may  not  be  incommoded  by  the  want  of  it. 
In  haste, 

Y^  respectful  h.  Servant, 

Tkxch  Coxe. 


(10.) 
Land  Office,  Penns\ ,  July  16,  1801. 

Grentlemen  :  I  have  sent  to  you  a  Compleat  list  of  the  Con- 
necticut Submissions,  which  are  not  deemed  capalole  of  being 
accepted  ;  also  all  the  Copies  which  were  not  before  sent  of  the 
accepted  Submissions. 

Since  the  date  of  M''.  Cooperstwo  letters,  p.  post  in  June, 
nothing  but  them  has  been  received  here  froin  Luzerne.  En- 
quiries have  been  made  about  the  returns  of  Survey  of  the 
Lands  released  by  Joseph  Read,  Esq'. ,  and  by  James  (ribson. 
Esq'.,  &  a'.  These  will  be  found,  I  presume,  among  the  re- 
turns furnished  thro'  this  Office  from  the  Surveyor  Gen'*. Office. 
Should  they,  or  any  other  returns  be  wanting,  they  will  be 
furnished  on  Notice,  if  they  can  be  found  in  this  dejiartment. 

John  M=Kissick,  Esq'.,  being  appointed  permanently  as  re- 
ceiver gen'. ,  the  Board  of  property  is  now  full,  but  no  delaj'  to 
the  Ltizerne  Business  has  occurred  by  reason  of  the  vacancy. 
Everything  incumbent  on  the  Officers  being  done  before  the 
death  of  M'.  Muhlenberg. 

The  Copies  of  the  Statement  addressed  to  you  have  been 
Nearly  all  distributed  ;  partly  among  the  Settlers  to  inform 
them,  partly  among  men  in  authority  or  of  weight  m  Pennsyl- 
vania, with  a  View  to  a  well  directed  and  just  future  Conduct 
on  the  part  of  the  Settler's  state  ;  partly  among  persons  of  pub- 
lic Character  in  the  United  States  Government,  and  in  those 
of  New  FLngland,  New  York,  N.  Jersey,  Delaware  and  Mary- 
land, by  way  of  appeal  for  the  justice  of  our  Cause,  our  past 
moderation  and  the  reasonableness  of  futitre  Coercion  ;  partly 
among  puV)lic  and  private  persons  in  Connecticut,  that  they 
may  see  the  shame  and  other  evils  which  may  follow  to  indi- 
viduals and  to  their  public,  even  if  the  intrusions  Should  be 
Continued.  I  have  letters  from  various  persons  Convincing  me 
that  the  bod  v  of  evidence   has  had  the  best  effects  in  several 
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f^ern  :::^^^-  l:^f  ^  «  -^-^^  -  Pu^^sh  these  fo.  a 

against  xne,  which  he  iL Tu,     fajr  f  ^     "^k '"^'^  ^^^^ 
.iust.ce  to  his   native    State'^L'd   t:^,i,Un7.        "f  "''  ^" 
.npartiai  pnnte.   .,  ."epubhshin^t^he  St::ient^'-^^^^^'  ^^  ^^ 

.";:s^;:t^:-o:-^^^^ 

paper  wil]  le    cons'de  -ed     ''  "^ ,  ^  ''"^^^^^  '  '''"^  ^'^^  °^'  ^^^^  ^^-v- 

alludedto.     IttHent    hat  T       "'    "   "   ^'"-">' "^'  *^^^  ^^^^-1^ 

it  and  particula-h  to  the  r"  m"''  ""'"^'  '"  ^'^"  ^"  ^^««*«  ^^ 

place.     Should  "L  "pa  Irrw.r^""  "'  "  ^^'  ^'^  ^^^^"^^^  ^^^- 

understand  their     iI«4T    5h  ''';'^ ^I"""  ^"'^^  ^°  ^^'  >•«»  -'" 

be  glad  to  know  o    it  Tn'rto  h^.^/r^^r^"''"^^  ^'^'^  ^^^"'^ 
different   person  •  ,>  /         to  hax  e  a  Copy  brought  bysoine  in- 

and";i;e"r  rhieh  "hi;;"  ^ '^  ^'^--'-'^''-n.  of  the  letters 
gave  „,e  l,,.,  i,np.es.,o„s  of  the  B„si"e  Larthet^r"'  """  "" 
quire  of  tl  Jirl  ""^  '"  ''"^"  national  affairs  wil]  re- 

^eVo^f-r:^:;!  rei^^- =T  -  "-^^^^^^^ 

I  eve,i  hope  that  vonTn  Conduct  of  Connecticut. 

amons  certain  leaders  in  iZlr^e  """^^  °'  '^°"°° 

do  LrrTcoliec"  gL';::::"'  "P--!l°-  ^^  .^^  Oon.„,lssion,  I 
of  mv  Ooheagul;  or"  "If'^'  '"'■""""  "*"="  "  '^  "'  "'^  Power 
Movenrenr,  Sr^h  ,"  ,  done  "l" '" /"""-"'  ™-  «P«1i'e  yonr 
-eive  prompt  and^^ Zi  atl'^L^rLrrli::"  '"t,""  "'!' 
an  eariy  and  Co.np.ete  execution  of  ;:;.X,ptf„r^:i::f 
1  am,  Grentlenien. 

^■^   respectful.  }i,„„.  Servant, 

Tkxch  Coxk. 
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{Private. ) 

I;anc'. ,  July  ic,  1801. 
Grentlemen : 

I  have  a  Number  of  Lands  in  Luzerne,  the  taxes  on  which  I 
have  taken  all  the  pains  in  my  power  to  ascertain  and  pay. 
I  have  sent  at  one  time  one  remittance,  at  another  time  my 
Friend  M'.  S.  Duponceau,  of  Philadelphia,  sent  another  remit- 
tance. The  sums  are  supposed  to  be  in  full  of  all  for  which  the 
Oomm'".  are  to  make  sale  in  August.  1  will  ask  the  favor  of 
your  Inspection  into  the  Matter  for  me.  There  are  4  tracts  in 
the  names  of  Timothy  Pickering,  S'.  Hodgdon,  D.  Ingraham, 
J'.,  and  Tench  Coxe,  Of  which  1  suspect  the  taxes  have  paid 
both  by  Pickering  and  Hodgdon  and  myself.  There  are  a  Is  um- 
ber of  others  of  mine.  The  whole  will  appear,  I  think,  on  a  list 
sent  me  by  Thomas  Wright,  Esq'.,  and  now  in  his  hands.  I 
will  thank  you  to  apply  to  him  for  it,  and  to  have  an  examin- 
ation made  whether  the  taxes  are  marked  paid  once  for  each 
year  or  twice  for  each  year,  upon  the  whole  or  any  part  thereof. 
1  gave  the  warrantees,  dates  of  warrants  and  quantities  re- 
turned. Should  it  appear  that  any  part  of  the  taxes,  for 
which  Sales  are  to  be  made  in  August,  remain  undischarged, 
I  will  thank  you  to  pay  them,  and  I  or  M^  Duponceau  will  re- 
pay the  Money  when  you  please  ;  the  matter  will  require  early 
attention  and  Care,  tho'  but  a  little.  I  suppose  all  is  paid.  1 
should  be  glad  also  of  a  bill  of  the  federal  taxes  on  the  same 
lands,  and  of  advice  of  the  time  when  they  must  be  paid.  If 
th(!re  be  any  danger  of  Sales,  M^  Duponceau  may  be  advised 
by  post. 

i  beg  you  to  excuse  this  trouble  and  to  Command  in  any  mat- 
ter wherein  I  can  reciprocate  the  Service. 
I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Y^  very  humble  Servant, 

Tench  Coxe. 

Thomas  Cooper,  John  Steele  &  W.  Wilson,  Esq''.  M'.  Sam- 
bourne,  M^  Lloyd. 

I  direct  generally,  as  I  do  not  know  wlio  may  be  o'ut  or  who 
at  Wilkesbarre. 


(11.) 
Laud  Office  of  Penns'. ,  July  24,  1801. 
Cxentlemen  : 

In  your  letter  of  the  13th,  rec"*  last  night,  you  do  not  say  any- 
thing of  the  Case  of  M^  B.  Thayer,  from  which  I  suppose  mine 
upon  that   Subject  had  not  reached  you.     Applications  nave 
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been  made  to  the  Surveyor  Greneral's  Office  for  returns  as  re- 
quired by  Scudder  &  al.  and  by  Stewart's  releases.  Trimbulls 
deed,  I  supposed,  had  been  received  and  a  Copy  sent,  but  1  will 
attend  to  it. 

All  my  Communications  are  made  to  you  on  the  footing  of 
mere  Conferences  between  men  related  by  Office  ;  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  your  discretion,  powers,  responsibilities,  &". ,  I  wish  you 
to  know  what  I  observe  with  my  reflexions,  not  always  digested, 
anil  never  to  be  adopted  were  I  to  act  instead  of  you,  but  as 
they  may  appear  right  at  tlie  last  hour. 

You  have  the  Minute  of  property  of  June  0,  1801,  about  the 
untimely  Submissions,  and  since  you  have  a  list  of  those  Sub- 
missions which  that  minute  Contemplated.  The  Suspension 
was  merely  to  affirm  the  question  whether  there  appeared  any 
impediment  to  their  acceptance.  It  was  unanimously  thought 
there  was.  It  was  studiously  avoided  to  make  the  formal  act 
more  strong  than  a  Suspension,  because  it  was  wished  to  shew 
every  attention  to  the  parties  whose  acts  were  out  of  time. 
None  of  us,  however,  have  any  doubt  that  we  Cannot  Consider 
them  under  the  Act  of  1799;  had  any  party  been  on  the  Spot 
and  not  asked  a  postponement  we  should  have  decided  that  the 
Submission  was  not  effectual.  Being  absent,  we  thought  it 
would  be  better  received  not  to  decide  Conclusively.  The  Sub- 
missions sent  by  the  post  are  not  at  all  those  intended  by  the 
minute,  but  a  parcel  that  had  been  omitted.  This  I  dis- 
covered upon  a  recent  revision.  It  is  not  our  intenion  to  ask 
or  require  the  presence  of  the  Submitters  who  are  too  late.  If 
you  think  it  expedient  to  decide  finally,  we  will  do  it  in  anj' 
Case  or  Cases  to  fix  the  principal,  or  if  the  parties  desire  we 
will  do  so.  It  will,  however,  be  agreeable  to  us  if  the  Comm'^ 
examine  and  Consider  the  Minute  and  the  list,  and  if  they  will 
then  favor  us  with  all  the  Considerations  which  occur  to  them 
in  favour  of  the  admission,  they  will  be  pleased  to  take  the 
whole  range  of  law,  Equity  and  policy.  It  is  my  personal  in- 
tention to  give  a  Chance  for  legislative  relief  in  this,  and  every 
other  Case,  wherein  it  shall  appear  equitable  or  politic,  pro- 
vided the  Conduct  of  the  Counties  of  Wayne  and  Luzerne 
shall  make  me  to  say  in  good  Conscience  that  they  deserve  it. 
They  have  not  a  little  in  their  own  hands,  for  they  can  restrain 
the  violent,  the  anarchic  and  the  Criminal,  or  bring  them  to 
justice. 

The  point  of  view  in  which  the  Board  considered  the  unac- 
cepted Submissions  is  this.  There  are  powers  given  to  reaeive 
Submissions  within  Certain  limits  of  place  (the  17  Townships) 
and  within  Certain  limits  of  time  (1799  and  1800).     The  ques- 
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tion  then  was  are  these  Submissions  within  those  limits;  auil 
Capable  of  acceptance';' 

A  representation  or  representations  from  any  one  or  more  of 
the  Submitters  can  be  made  in  writing  and  sent  hither  p.  jiost ; 
the  parties  not  need  be  here. 

My  opinion  of  M"".  Wrights  Conduct  was  entirely  founded 
ui^oii  the  information  that  he  steadily  refused  to  the  18"'  Ult". 
to  publish  the  letter  addressed  to  the  (Jommissioners.  It  was 
added  that  various  solitl  Arguments  had  been  usei^l  to  persuade 
him,  but  that  nothing  would  avail.  This  information  is  so 
different  from  the  last  that  1  must,  of  course,  drop  all  opinions 
founded  upon  the  first  Information. 

1  liope,  however,  the  letter  will  be  immediately  published. 
It  is  unequivocal  in  wishes  and  influences,  favoring  the  Execu- 
tion of  the  law  of  1799.  Besides  this,  no  man  in  his  Senses  can 
doubt  me  on  that  point;  did  I  not  officially  recommend  the 
prolongation  of  the  time  for  the  Penns"".  to  release?  did  1  not 
write  Circular  letters,  a  procure  releases  for  a  vast  proportion 
of  the  old  valuaVile  and  settled  lands  from  the  most  persever- 
ing opponents  to  releasing?  It  was  in  Consequence  of  those  let- 
ters, that  all  the  releasers  after  Jany.  C,  1800,  were  made.  Viz, 
the  heirs  of  Col.  C.  Stewart,  Peter  Kachlein,  William  West, 
Pauling,  John  Cox,  Philip  Johnston,  Turbutt  Francis,  Robert 
L.  Hooper,  and  George  Fullerton,  all  deceased;  S'.  Meredith, 
W"'.  Smith,  Conyngham,  Nesbitt  &  C". ,  Sam'.  Howell,  Charles 
Hurst  Pettv,  (L'^.  Lansdown),  Snyder,  Byers,  Hingham,  Kixon, 
Carson,  Kennedy,  Dehaven.  Deshong,  Dehaven,  Morris,  Gas- 
kill,  Grant  and  Rose.  I  then  trembled  for  the  law  because  I 
feared  40,000  acres  of  land  actually  covered  by  both  Claims 
would  not  be  found  to  be  released.  I  recommended  giveing  a 
variety  of  facilities  and  recommendations  on  the  execution  of 
the  law,  but  M'.  Franklin  set  his  face  ag''  them.  I  have  ev^-r 
inculcated  every  where  the  most  faithful  and  liberal  execution 
of  the  law  of  1799. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  remember  an  act  to  secure  its  lib- 
eral Execution  that  I  have  omitted.  What  member  of  the  leg- 
islature, what  Officer  of  the  Government,  what  interested  or 
disinterested  Citizen  has  done  more  to  secure  its  liberal  and 
valid  execution,  and  even  extension  as  to  time  of  jts  Conve- 
nience, promptness  and  facility  of  execution?  TlieComm'\  of 
last  year  will  tell  you  that  in  a  civil  way,  I  expressed  the  deej)- 
est  regret  that  they  had  come  away  in  the  Beginning  of  <  >i-- 
tober,  and  even  Mentioned  that  it  had  produced  Surpi-ise  and 
regret  and  might  produce  dissatisfaction. 

I  know  that  the  trial  at  Trenton  did  not  embrace  the  private 
rj"-ht  of  Soil,      liut  I,  when    the  original  paramount  title  was 
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irrevocably  in  favor  of  Pennsylv''.,  the  Courts  would  not  and 
CouJd  nor  find  in  favor  of  a  title  derived  from  it.  It  is  also 
Certain  that  Connecticut  never  Sold,  nor  did  the  Settlers  ever 
buy,  any  Title  from  her.  Griffins  meaning  Could  not  be  to 
affirm  the  Connect',  private  right  of  Soil.  He  only  meant  that 
no  question  of  private  right  being  at  Issue,  or  Submitted,  none 
could  have  been  tried  or  affected.  This  we  know  is  a  rule  of 
law  and  of  .Justice.  But  it  recurs  that  Connecticut  had  given 
no  title,  no  Claim,  received  no  Money,  made  no  deed,  allowed 
no  Survey,  had  no  right  of  Settlement  under  her  laws,  forbad 
the  Settlers  to  go  on;  Never  Confirmed  their  Indian  deed 
which  they  rendered  void  even  against  the  Indians  by  the  Era- 
sure. It  is  perfectly  Untrue  that  they  were  willing  to  try  the 
the  appeal  of  Dorrance  V^  Vanhorne.  The  Cause  was  in  Court. 
The  rule  was  "to  assign  errors."  The  return  was  C'learly  ad- 
mitted, for  the  Cause  was  in  Court,  See  N°.  7.  p.  26.  The  per- 
sons who  plead  these  things  to  the  Comm'^^  must  entirely  dis- 
regard truth.  It  will  be  ])lain  to  M^  Cooper  that  if  the  Connec- 
ticut men  had  assigned  Errors  the  Cause  must  have  gone  on. 
They  knew  their  fate  would  be  a  decis°.  against  them;  not 
by  a  Ponns^  Jury  but  by  a  federal  Bench,  and,  therefore,  tho' 
the  writ  was  returned  or  accepted,  they  omitted  to  assign 
Errors  and  were  Non  pross'd. 

It  is  denied  that  the  Connecticut  men  ever  wished  to  have 
the  Cause  tried.  We  forced  the  trial  at  Trenton.  We  tried 
to  force  the  question  of  a  private  right  of  Soil  before  a  like 
Court,  but  they  would  not  and  Could  not  shew  a  grant  from 
Connecticut.  We  forced  the  trial  before  Judge  Patterson,  and 
we  forced  them  to  file  errors  or  be  Non  pross'd  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  U.  S. 

I  think  with  you  that  a  fair  and  liberal  proceeding,  Under 
the  law  of  1799,  is  the  Clearest  policy  and  the  highest  duty  of 
the  Penns\  government  in  all  its  parts.  Nor  do  I  know  a  Man 
in  it  whom  I  suspect  to  be  otherwise  disposed,  either  in  Phil- 
adelphia, Lancaster  or  Wilkesbarre. 

The  Penns\  Ijandholders  are  open  to  treat  with  the  Settlers 
out  of  the  townships.  There  is  nO'  law.  Justice  or  Safety  in  ad- 
mitting any  right  in  a  Settler  out  of  the  17  Townships.  Every 
favor  is  abused  into  a  right.  The  Settler  should  shew  a  Wil- 
lingness to  buy  bv  an  explicit  Offer.  Not  one  has  done  so,  or  at 
least  not  Ualf  a  dozen  that  I  know  of.  It  is  not  by  such  Set- 
tlers as  have  gone  on  those  lands  that  a  Country  is  benefited. 
They  keep  of  the  good  Settlers.  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  there 
were  no  Settlers  out  of  the  17  Townships,  and  they  were  ad- 
justed, the  Country  would  l)e  more  valuable  than  with  the  pre- 
s«nt  intruders.     But  it  is  Certain  that  New  England  people  buy 
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in  tlie  Beach  Woods,  and  in  Wayne,  at  2  to  3  dollars  on  easy 
terms  of  payment.  Mess'".  Goodrich,  Shepherd,  and  too  many 
otliers  Concerned  in  the  17  towns  largely,  having  engrossed  the 
Settlement  rights  for  a  trifle,  wish  to  Continue  the  Speculation 
throughout  the  whole  claim.  This  must  be  done  by  keeping 
alive  their  pretensions  and  kee{)ing  down  our  Lands. 

I  will  lav  before  the  Board  your  additional  Clause  to  the  oath 
of  single  title,  but  I  submit  to  you  t lie  Question  of  right  to 
qualifv  the  oath.  The  7  Section  is  explicit.  It  applies  to 
Pennsylvanians  and  Connecticut  men.  I  hope  the  provision 
will  be  omitted,  and  where  it  has  been  made,  will  be  done 
away  by  the  precise  oath  required  by  the  law.  I  am  at  pre- 
sent Clearly  of  opinion  that  there  is  no  power  to  add  to  or  to 
diminish  the  words  of  the  oath.  Nor  do  I  see  how  a  patent 
can  issue  to  any  person  who  has  not  taken  the  precise  oath  in 
the  law.  I  am  of  opinion  that  serious  questions  Concerning 
the  Conduct  of  the  Comm".  will  arise  for  varying  the  oath  in 
any  so  material  a  respect.  Of  this  you  are  to  judge;  let  me 
entreat  your  serious  Consideration  of  the  power  to  prescribe 
an  oath,  and  the  obligations  it  imposes  on  the  Coram".  ;  the 
Saving  should  have  been  made,  by  way  of  memorial  to  the 
Legislature  or  the  Governor,  Of  all  places  it  seems  difficult  to 
admit  into  the  oath,  whose  Avords  are  prescribed. 

It  will  1)6  the  duty  of  the  Board  and  its  inclination  to  Con- 
sider any  plea  of  title  under  the  Confirming  hiw,  when  brought 
to  them  by  Memorial,  accompanied  by  Clear  and  Certain  evi- 
dence of  what  was  done  in  1787  by  the  Settler.  The  Comm". 
under  the  Act  of  179!)  may  get  rid  of  all  the  Applications  about 
the  law  of  1787,  by  saying  that  the  parties  Can  memorialize 
the  Boartl  with  their  evidence.  The  law  of  1799  forbids  any 
man  to  have  tiie  benefits  of  it,  Pennsylvanian  or  Connecticut 
man,  who  has  not  first  sworn  that  he  had  not  thrown  away  one 
Claim  to  obtain  the  others. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  ascertain  the  Cause  of  your  dwelling  upon 
the  impropriety  and  impolicy  of  acting  in  a  Style  of  duplicity 
and  Stratagem.  I  should  Consider  any  person  who  would  sug- 
gest such  a  line  of  Conduct  as  unwise,  probably  Criminal. 
But  if  any  made  had  either  Claim  on  the  4th  April,  1799,  or 
after,  and  threw  it  away  to  bring  himself  within  the  provi- 
sions of  the  law,  as  he  Must  swear  liad  not  so;  it  will  follow 
that  he  cannot  he  allowed  l)v  the  execution  to  do  so.  This  is  a 
point  with  which  Suspicion  has  nothing  to  do.  If  they  take 
the  oath  they  have  a  right  to  the  benefits  of  the  law.  Unless 
proof  Can  be  adduced  that  they  destroyed  one  of  the  joint 
titles  to  bring  themselves  witiiin  the  law.  The  reason  seems 
plain.     The  legislature   does   not  authorize  this  expensive  law 
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to  be  used  in  favor  of  those  who  having  ah-eady  the  two  titles 
for  the  same  lands  have  no  Complaint  to  redress. 

The  Complaint  in  the  Case  of  Col.  Jenkins  is  that  the  Court, 
Jury  and  Witnesses  would  not  bring  him  to  justice.  This  and 
such  things  will  remain  with  me  grounds  of  Conviction.  Not 
reasons  of  Suspicion.  The  persons  who  spread  rumours  about 
the  Connecticut  claim  so  often  disregard  accuracy,  that  1  will 
hope  Judge  Rush  has  not  suffer'd  Such  an  Opinion,  as  is  im- 
puted, to  go  from  him.  If  he  really  entertained  it  I  trust  he 
would  report  it  to  the  Government  for  Amendment. 

The  plan  of  the  Intruders  going  through  all  the  round  of 
legal  delays,  proves  that  temper  and  disposition  in  them  and 
their  advisers,  which  liave  given  me  Convictions,  not  Suspi- 
cions of  their  Character.  This  new  Scheme  accords  with  my 
Calculations  of  them.  My  opinions  about  the  Surveys  of  the 
townships  is  that  they  have  been  once  made;  that  the  evi- 
dence exists  that  they  have  been  in  Some  Cases  altered  ;  that 
Settlements  upon  those  alterations  may  by  and  by  be  shown 
by  disputes  of  title  to  be  invalid  ;  that  therefore  the  actual  and 
ancient  Surveys  and  returns  sh-^  be  forced  out.  I  have  heard 
M^  Franklin  say  that  he  did  not what  Seventeen  Town- 
ships were  meant  as  there  were  more. 

I  think  a  Sight  of  the  Indian  deed  a  reasonable  request  from 
the  Comm'^ ,  and  it  seems  to  be  a  great  object  that  they  should 
see  it.  It  was  not  regular  in  the  Company's  Agents  to  set  off 
Townships  out  of  the  Indian  purchase.  Wherefore,  it  would 
be  well  to  see  it ;  a  Copy  of  all  the  words  in  it  written  on  the 
rasure  would  be  Useful. 

I  understand  the  Minutes  of  the  Susquh*.  Company  you  have, 
to  be  only  a  Certified  Copy.  I  am  of  opinion  it  Avould  be  fair 
and  useful  to  have  the  original  as  it  is  in  the  County.  I  go  on 
no  Suspicion  ;  but  I  will  always  rely  upon  the  highest  and  most 
original  evidence,  and  expect  it  where  it  can  be  had.  If  they 
shew  them  it  will  inspire  Confidence. 

I  particularly  ask  the  favor  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Company 
for  the  Short  period  from  their  formation  till  the  end  of  1754, 
including  their  Articles  of  Association.     It  is  highly  important. 

It  was  my  wish  that  a  Complete  jjlot  of  the  17  Townships, 
only  270,000,  might  be  secured  in  the  Course  of  your  Season.  It 
Cannot  be  difficult;  they  cannot  Contain  more  than  550  to  650 
tracts,  whicli  will  be  easy  to  M'.  Sambourne. 

I  have  written  you  in  haste,  unreservedly  and  without  Cer- 
emony; so  we  will  Continue  to  write  to  one  another,  Unre- 
servedly and  without  Ceremony  ;  you  will  always  ultimately  ex- 
ercise your  own  discretion  upon  my  Suggestions,  and  your  own 
independent  powers,  which  I  have  no  right  to  influence  by  in- 
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struction  or  any  form  of  Authority.  You  know  I  always  avoid 
any  such  unwarrantable  attempts.  I  am  sorry  to  learn  the 
Affair  of  Smilie.  Has  he  been  interrupted  or  seduced,  or  is  the 
whole  Affair  groundless?  1  fear  not.  If  true  the  Settlers  will 
be  fatally  wrong  if  they  do  not  secure  the  Offenders.  It  is  im- 
possible that  they  cannot  be  found,  if  all  are  faithful.  We  are 
informed  that  some  of  the  Settlers  have  held  very  unwarranta- 
ble language  at  Easton  to  M^  E.  Tighlman. 

The  Mail  being  about  to  close,  I  can  only  promise  you  atten- 
tion to  all  your  requests. 

I  am,  (ientlemen. 

Your  most  Obedient  Servant, 

Tench  Coxe. 
Thomas  Cooper,  John  Steele,  W™.  Wilson,  Esq".,  Comm'^,&«^ 


Lancaster,  Julv  2i),  laui. 

Grentlemen  :  M'.  William  Trimbulls  appears  to  have  been 
equitable  interest,  under  the  legal  title  of  Colonel  L.  Hooper, 
and  l)y  his  procurement  and  subsequent  approVjation,  released 
to  the  State  by  Crovernor  Howell  and  M^  Woodruff,  under  M'. 
Hooper's  will.  The  enclosed  paper  will  shew  the  case  all  the 
returns  of  Joseph  Scudder,  Esq^,  and  al.,  and  of  Col.  (J.  Stew- 
art's heirs  yet  found  are  Six  ;  none  inclosed  with  a  list. 

A  letter  for  M^  Sambourne  goes  by  this  mail  from  M^  Mott, 
but  I  am  unaquainted  with  the  Contents,  not  having  seen  him 
since  the  delivery  of  it  here. 

It  is  reported  here,  but  with  what  truth  I  know  not,  that  Co'. 
tJummings  of  Lycoming  has  been  in  an  Uncomfortable  situa- 
tion there.     It  is  .said  that  some  of  the  Connecticut  intruders 
Avere  in  search  of  him  to  treat  him  as  M^  Smiley  is  said  to  have 
been  treated. 

I  repeat  my  hope  and  wish  that  M\  Joseph  Wright  may  pub- 
lish quickly  the  statement.  I  cannot  think  well  of  the  Candcjr 
and  fidelity  to  the  State  of  those  who  are  irritated  V»y  a  decent 
official  Statement  of  facts.  This  is  irritation  at  rightful  ex- 
planation, evidence  and  defence.  I  have  nf)  wish  to  Circulate 
incorrect  representations,  and  will  therefore  set  right  anything 
of  which  I  have  ntade  a  wrong  statement,  and  I  beg  that  noth- 
ing which  the  gentlemen  concerned  think  as  wrong  may  be  re- 
served by  them.  I  wish  the  Memorandum  or  Note  signed  V)y 
the  persons  who  make  it.  In  Lancaster  and  Wilkesbarre  very 
violent  attacks  upon  me  have  been  published,  and  M'.  Frank- 
lin, who  had  last  year,  after  one  of  those  publications,  the  Votes 
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of  the  j)rincii)al  people  in  the  Seventeen  Townships,  was  the 
Avriter.  One  of  those  papers  was  published  before  M^  Frank- 
lin was  elected.  M'.  BoWnian  with  others  was  on  the  Commit- 
tee for  M'.  Franklin's  Election.  M'.  Jenkins  was  the  other  Can- 
didate. They  took  all  the  votes  of  the  Seventeen  towns  and 
elsewhere  between  them.  Their  Character  and  Conduct  in  re- 
lation to  the  contirming  law,  the  intrusion  law  and  the  Act  of 
17'Ji),  are  know^n  and  clear.  1  as  a  citizen  chearfnlly  admit  the 
right  of  the  Citizens  to  vote  for  whom  they  please,  so  I  do  as 
an  Officer  of  Government,  But  I  as  a  Citizen  and  Officer,  must 
wait  to  see  evidences  of  good  disposition  shewn  by  those  have 
sent  to  tlie  Assembly  as  trustees  for  the  Soil  and  property  of 
Luzerne  persons  who  acted  as  those  two  Citizens  have  done. 
It  is  not  all  relative  to  our  duties  (your  duties  or  mine)  under 
the  Act  of  1799,  but  as  the  Sacrilices  under  that  Jaw  are  doubt- 
less the  last  the  State  Avill  make,  and  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
Officer  to  render  his  duties  and  powers  legally  and  offi—  sub- 
servient to  the  peace  and  interest  of  the  State.  I  do  not  con- 
sider the  notice  I  have  taken  of  these  points  improper,  nor  1 
am  persuaded,  do  you?  I  am  convinced  that  the  plan  I  am 
upon  is  for  the  true  interest  of  the  Seventeen  towng,  whose 
prosperity  has  been  and  still  is  entirely  prevented  by  the  In- 
trusion. As  it  has  been,  so  it  will  be  prevented  by  it,  till  intru- 
sion shall  be  effectually  terminated,  as  1  wish  to  terminate, 
and  as  I  am  laboring  to  have  the  law  of  1799  executed  to  its 
utmost  possible  extent,  as  I  have  entreated  and  solicited  all 
who  were  concerned  to  cooperate  and  procured  the  great  Mass 
of  essential  releases,  and  obtained  the  consent  of  a  large  Comm**^ 
last  Session  to  give  several  Months  farther.  I  am  sure  the 
Gentlemen  themselves  must  think  I  have  been  a  real  Friend 
to  the  17  townships  and  the  Connecticut  Claimants  therein. 
The  enclosed  resolutions  were  proposed  by  me  and  reported 
to  the  Legislature;  they  went  thro'  both  Houses;  all  but  the 
one  resolution  to  the  disclaim,  which  upon  some  suggestion  of 
M'.  F.,  failed  in  the  Senate  and  produced  the  loss  of  the  Bill. 

The  Signature  of  150  Settlers,  to  the  Instrument  proposed  by 
the  Committee  of  Land  holders  is  so  short  in  time,  and  in  the 
midst  of  prejudices,  intrigues  and  threats,  is  a  proof  of  the 
Soundness  of  the  measure  and  adds  to  the  validity  of  the  Penn- 
syh^  ground,  by  showing  that  so  many  in  so  many  places  yield 
all  question  of  title.  Let  us  remember  what  New  York  does  in 
such  cases  (see  the  Act  of  1796)  tho'  they  have  no  Decree  of 
Trenton,  No  Decision  of  Judge  Patterson,  no  rasured  Indian 
Deed,  No  want  of  Connecticut  grant,  no  want  of  Consideration 
money,  unanswerably  to  urge  against  the  Connecticut  people. 
I  am  very  well  satisfied  that  the  only  hope  and  expectation  is 
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to  protract  the  Settlement,  and  involve  the  Country  in  Con- 
fasion.  to  produce  more  expensive  Compromises  like  that  of 
1799.  This  will  I)e  generally,  strongly  and  effectually  resisted 
on  all  quarters.  Our  Settlements  in  the  Western  part  of  are 
breaking  very  strongly  this  year  upon  Pennsy]^  titles  alone. 
Northumberland  after  losing  Luzerne,  and  Lycoming  has  4  rep- 
resentatives ;  many  good  purchasers  and  Settlers  are  going  into 
Luzerne  and  Wayne. 

The  Comm^''.  write  me  that  Smiley  s  affair  is  believed  and 
will  be  acted  upon.  Christian  Lange  has  transmitted  his  own 
oath  of  single  title  and  his  Wife's  release  of  I3ower,  which  will 
be  sent  to  you. 

Having  been  engaged  in  moving  my  Family,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  take  up  the  revision  of  the  Luzerne  Business,  so  as  to 
send  up  all  to  you,  if  any  that  is  deficient,  but  I  shall  commence 
to  morrow.     Nothing  from  me  shall  delay  you. 
I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  respectful    Humble  Servant, 

Tench  Coxe. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  State  of  Penns*. ,  Luzerne  County. 


Land  Office  of  Penns^,  August  5th,  1801. 
Grentlemen  :  I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  from  you  a  Sheet  of 
paper  superscribed   for  me,  headed  with  the  words  "Wanted" 
and  containing  Mem''^  of  Surveys  of  or   for  Turnbull,  Patter- 
son, Meade,  Snyder,  &"". 

I  am  informed  from  the  Surveyor  General's  Office  that  they 
have  not  the  Divisions  of  the  Manors.  But  I  presume  that  Wil- 
liam Tighlman,  Charles  Stewart,  or  the  Attornies  of  the  Penns, 
will  be  found  to  have  furnished  some  of  them,  whereof  Copies 
you  will  be  pleased  to  examine  and  I  will  write  to  Coates.  I  will 
also  examine  here. 

A  number  of  the  Surveys  of  the  Lands  released  by  Howell 
and  Woodruff,  Executors  of  Hooper,  late  owner  and  trustee  of 
Turnbull,  have  been  sent  p.  last  Mail.  If  any  Surveys  of  their 
released  tracts  are  yet  wanted  be  pleased  to  say. 

None  of  the  lands  released  by  Snyder  and  others  are  returned  ; 
they  live  at  Easton.  I  will  write  to  them,  and  1  recommend 
the  same  steps  to  you,  jiressing  them  to  have  the  returns  made, 
that  they  may  be  considered.  Hartley's  Survey  m  the  name  of 
Luce  has  been  sent,  302  acres. 

There  is  not  in  the  Surveyor  General's  Office  any  Division  of 
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lands  on  "Abrahams  plains' shewing  1)'.  Smith  s  N°.  6, 8,  Hand 
17.  I  will  write  to  him  and  Stewart's  Heirs  about  it;  Also  to 
Col.  Francis'  heirs. 

There  are  no  returns  of  the  lands  in  the  Names  of  M'^Carrol, 
Punner,  Roticlier  and  Vansant,  released  by  Heirs  of  John  Cox. 
I  will  write  and  apply  here  to  the  different  persons. 

Ann  Kennedy's  return,  in  the  Name  of  W"".  Bell,  and  i)'. 
Smith's,  in  the  name  of  Joseph  Reed,  are  not  in  the  Office.  1 
will  write  them.  Charles  Smith,  Esquire,  son  of  1)^  William 
Hooker  Smith,  informs  me  on  Application  that  he  is  unac- 
quainted with  the  Business  and  knows  nothing  of  the  returns. 

We  do  not  yet  find  any  information  in  any  of  the  Officers  of 
this  Department  relative  to  the  Sale,  in  or  out,  of  the  proprie- 
tary manors,  beyond  wha,t  your  Abstract  from  M^  Coates  in- 
format"  exhibits. 

The  Tract  of  land,  150  Acres,  given  to  Thomas  Osborne  as  a 
Compensation  for  Services,  is  stated  to  be  in  the  Manor  of 
Wyoming ;  that  is  T  suppose  within  the  Manor  of  Stoke  Avhich 
contained  Wyoming.  It  is  not,  therefore,  possible  to  find  the 
Survey  ;  but  in  the  general  draft  of  that  Manor  special  enquiry 
was  made  of  the  Surveyor  general  without  success. 

David  Mead  and  others,  Compensated  under  the  Confirming 
law,  held  under  rights  of  others  in  some  Instances.  I  am 
searching  for  the  Warrant,  Date,  quantity,  <S:'=\,  in  each  case, 
that  I  may  give  you  the  proper  returns.  It  is  scarcely  i)ossible 
to  fail  in  this,  as  the  papers  and*  Books  must  give  the  requisite 
light.':. 

For   Convenience  and   method  this  reply  is  Confined  to  the 
Enquiries  in  your  paper  marked  "Wanted." 
I  am.  C-fentlemen, 

Your  respectful  friend  &  Serv'., 

Tench  Coxe. 


(14.) 

Land  Office,  August  I'J,  1801. 
Grentlemen  : 

I  find  that  ('oi.  Hartleys  part  in  the  name  of  Luce  is  re- 
turned, and  that  a  Copy  has  been  sent  to  you.  1  have  Avritten 
to  AVilliam  Tilghman,  Esq'.,  M'.  Samuel  Mifflin  tor  Francis's 
Heirs,  Mess".  Coates  for  Mess'^\  Penns  and  Y)\  Smith  for  all 
the  particular  and  general  Draughts  of  farm  lots,  great  lots, 
Manors,  divisions,  &'\,  as  also  field  notes  which  they  can  fur- 
nish; others  letters  are  in  Hand  ;  our  joint  letters,  shewn  here 
to  Greneral  Steele,  has  gone  forward. 
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Tlie  represemutitni  of  ( 'omproniiise,  a^  on  the  application  of 
M^  Gore  and  !'.»'.'  olhers,  thro'  the  Reverend  John  Smith,  lb 
stated  to  me  tt)  l>e  quite  Avrong.  Tlie  Landhulders  are  afraid 
of  the  same  improper  use  of  such  a,  measure  as  always  has  ap- 
peared, and  tliey  Ijeheve  tliat  persons  who  claim  nnder  such  a 
title  are  not  ti»  be  coutitied  in.  An  acknowledgement  of  the 
Pennsylvanians  rii  1»;  must  precede  all  other  steps.  The  States 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Ckinnecticut  forbid  by  proclamations  the 
Settleints.  Compromise  leads  to  endless  ami  ruinous  Conse- 
quences; the  Jjandholders  will  not  make  them.  The  Govern- 
ment,  1  am  satisfied,  would  consider  a  deviation  from  their 
pointed'form  as  unwise  and  not  due  to  justice. 

An  Application  from  an  Orphan  Family  was  made  when  Gen'. 
Steele  was  here,  and  another  lias  since  been  made.  Tlie  people 
at  nine  partners  have  authorized  a  Committee  (Hosea  Tiffany 
and  others)  to  declare  their  total  disapprobation  of  the  meas- 
ures and  Claim  of  tlie  Susquehanna!)  and  Delaware  (Companies, 
and  wish  to  purchase  ;  the\^  hfive  addressed  the  Committee. 
M"".  Thomas  Clifford  has  been  into  a  Settlement  in  the  Beach 
Woods,  and  sold  to  all  who  were  on  a  large  ])arcel  of  land  there 
so  as  to  close  everything  with  Comfort,  and  every  prospect  of 
future  Benefit.  So  M'.  Drinker  advises  me.  ]\r.  Franklin  has 
addressed  M'.  Fieid  witli  Overtures,  who  has  or  will  make  a 
Consistent  reply.  As  it  regards  the  public  Service  the  violent 
abuse  of  my  proceedings  in  the  Luzerne  has  the  best  effects. 
It  convinces  our  whole  State  of  the  true  Character  of  the  re- 
maiinng  opDOsition.  The  taking  of  the  rioters  at  Tawandee,  if 
followed  by  Conviction,  will  luive  good  Effects.  ]  f  they  are  con- 
victed and  j)unished  it  will  damp  Insurrection.  If  acquitted  it 
will  unite  tlie  GovernuTent  and  St-.ite  still  more  ii  possible. 

I  hope  you  find  impediments  lessen  and  the  means  of  pro- 
ceeding increase.  We  long  to  see  all  the  Pennsylvania  lands 
patented  and  flourishing  under  Pennsylv'.  patents,  and  peace 
and  good  Mill  restored.  That  and  the  Allegheny  Busine&s  are 
all  we  have  to  adjust  to  render  the  State  completely  prosperous. 
We  find  that  Gov.  Mifflin  in  1795,  Dec^,  in  his  Speech,  takes 
the  present  ground  of  the  Board  of  property,  as  to  the  Obli- 
gation of  a  Settlement  for  years  "before  a  i)atent  can  issue." 
This  was  no  doubt  drawn  by  M'.  Dallas  and  will  li)e  before  the 
Court  in  Sep'.  I  rejoice  at  the  prudence  of  the  County  Com- 
missioners of  Luzerne  in  not  selling  for  taxes  as  proposed  in 
A  ugust. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  respectf.  H'.  Serv'. , 

Tench  Coxe. 
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(15.) 

Land  OflBce  of  Penns\  ,  Augt.  28    1801 
Uentlemen : 

I  have  lately  procured  from  the  Surveyor  Gen-s  office  a  com- 
plete copy  of  the  list  of  Surveys  sent  to  the  Comm-^  froin  1800 
to  this  time.  Li  it  I  find,  as  lately  sent,  the  Eight  r.^turns  be- 
longing to  William  Bingham,  and  by  him  released,  as  per  the 
enclosed  abstract  from  his  deed.  A  complete  Copv  is  ordered 
and  wdl  be  sent  if  possible  by  this  Opportunitv.  AU  Col'  Hart- 
leys  returns  are  found  on  tbe  same  general  list  including  that 
m  the  Name  of  Benjamin  Luce.  The  oath  of  single  title  of 
Christian  Lange,  and  the  release  of  the  Dower  of  Sarah  Lange 
have  been  copied  and  certified  as  inclosed ;  the  tract  in  the 
name  of  William  Bell  is  found  to  have  been  surveved  bv  Wil- 
liam Montgomery,  Esq^,  this  return  defective  as  to  tl.e"lower 
Course,  and  distance  from  tlie  Black  oak  on  the  river  was 
found  m  the  deed.  It  is  to  be  sent  to  him  for  perfecting  and  in 
the  interim  an  uncertified  Copy  is  sent  for  information  The 
persons  owning  are  all  minors.  But  one  lately  of  age  is  about 
to  Confirm  his  act  when  under  age. 

The  tract  called  "Crooked  dale,"  formerlv  of  the  Mess" 
Penns-  1  026  acres,  N".  40,  was  unknown  till  a  late  application 
to  them  brought  it  forth.  If  it  be  their  unaliened  property  it 
will  be  covered  by  their  general  release,  of  which  I  sent  vour 
predecessors  a  Copv.  Inclosed  in  a  general  Abstract  from  the 
reports  of  Mess'rs  Pickering  and  other  Commrs  under  the  act 
of  1787,  taken  from  the  papers  in  this  Office.  Also  a  like  paper 
from  those  in  the  Receiver  genl's  Office.  There  is  one  ditter- 
ence,  as  you  will  perceive.  It  respects  N".  6  in  paper  from  this 
Office,  being  D^  Plunket's  Case;  it  does  not  appear  from  the 
Receiver  GenP.  Books  that  the  case  has  ever  been  completed 
by  the  issue  of  a  Certificate  for  the  Consideration,  vet  vou  will 
find  among  your  papers  a  Copy  of  the  Comm'rs  report  upon 
It ;  perhaps  his  Heirs  have  not  called. 

,^^^:^^**^'"'  ^«^"  subdivided  Surveys  have  been  answered  by 
Wiliiam  Tilghman,  Esq^,  Sam'.  Mifflin  and  J.  R.  Coates  for  J 
and  R.  Penn,  but  I  have  yet  nothing  from  them  that  is  wanted. 
M^  Coates  writes  that  he  sent  you  some  papers,  which  I  hope 
are  in  part  what  want.  If  he  describes  them  correctlv  thev 
are  a  part. 

Inclosed  are  two  draughts  which  when  seen  bv  M^  Sambourne 
are  to  be  sent  under  the  Cover  which  Contains  them  to  M^ 
George  Wells.     If  M^  Sambourne  has  them  thev  will  assist  in 
perfecting  his  general  Draught.     I  beg  they  mav  be  dispatched 
as  there  is  a  desire  in  that  quarter  to  purchase  those  lots 
27-VoL.  XVIII. 
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which,  after  submission,  will  be  sold  to  the  Settlers.  1  presujiie, 
therefore,  not  within  the  law  of  1799,  no  lands  above  TaNvandee 
on  the  W.  side  of  the  X.  East  Branch  have  been  accepted  by  the 
late  Land  officers,  because  under  rights  universally  subsequent 
to  the  Decree  of  Trenton.  The  lands  of  Hurst,  Petty  and  C". , 
tho  under  older  rights,  were  not  lawfully  located  as  I  con- 
ceive, being  laid  there  (if  laid  in  legal  sense  at  all)  before  the 
Indian  purchase  of  17S4.  However,  in  this  Case  I  offer  no  OfT;- 
eial  difficulties,  because  I  have  a  small  Interest  in  land  sur- 
veyed in  178")  within  the  limit  of  Hurst,  Petty  and  C".  claim. 
^V.  Hurst,  Junior,  now  here,  seems  to  admit  the  probability 
that  their  family  right  is  of  no  avail  there  ;  you  will  of  Course 
confer  with  him  on  the  Subject.  If  any  Confirmation  shall  br' 
given  by  the  Commissioners  to  the  claim  of  Messrs.  Hurst  and 
C'\,  the  Concern  of  Pickering,  Hodgdon,  Coxe  and  C".  will  meet 
theiu  before  the  Board,  M'hen  I  shall  not  sit  as  a  Member.  I 
heartily  wish  our  ti.le  admitted  us  to  release  the  lands,  but  i> 
too  modern,  by  more  than  two  years.  When  we  sent  uj)  our 
Form  of  single  title  in  1800,  we  meant  it  to  Co-operate  in  Con- 
firming the  Submiss°%  which  were  made  in  some  respects  rather 
laxly.  A  letter  of  the  time  possilily  adverts  to  that  view.  It 
may  be  well  done  in  the  Acknowledgement  of  the  and  in  how 
great  a  !Number.  There  are  impressive  appearances  in  the 
manner  of  spelling.  Execution,  &'''\,  in  some  cases;  whether 
they  be  from  Intention  or  Carelessness,  incidental  Confirma- 
tion appeared  to  be  expedient. 

I  find  that  we  have  time  to  Compleat  an  Official  Copy  of  M^ 
Bingham's  release,  wherefore  it  is  inclosed  instead  of  the  Ab- 
stract of  it  before  mentioned. 

I  am,CTentlemen, 

T".  respectful,  h.  Servant, 

Tench  Coxe, 
Hefiretary  of  the  Land  Office. 


(16. ) 

Lancaster,  Aug.  39,  1801. 
Bear  Sir  : 

Good  private  ojitys.  so  rarely  occur,  that  I  have  not  been  able 
to  write  to  you  for  some  time  without  postage. 

A  principal  point  of  Concerne  at  this  moment  is  the  Maryland 
election  of  Electors  of  their  Senate  ;  great  exertions  are  mak- 
ing on  both  sides;  the  event  is  difficult  to  pronounce  upon. 
But  we  expect  a  Majority  of  republicans;  the  P^  Week  in  Sej)- 
tember  is  the  time. 
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We  are  informed  here  considerable  purchases  of  lands,  all  in 
the  42'"'  degree,  in  our  State,  are  going  on  by  Americans,  Eng- 
lish, Irish,  Scotch  people.  They  are  generally  supposed  to  be 
accompanied  by  plans  of  Improvement.  The  clearing  of  the 
Susquehanna  and  the  liancaster  and  (Columbia  Turnpikes  are 
going  on  ;  also  that  from  Montgomery  to  Philadelphia.  For- 
eigners, against  whom  there  is  much  Cruel  obloquy,  will  do 
much  to  preserve  our  peace  in  the  42  degree. 

The  French  Movements  towards  Rome  and  the  liasrermost 
point  of  Italy,  indicate  views  towards  Turkey,  and  to  support 
their  Array  in  Egypt  the  French  will  certainly  feel  the  Jeop- 
ardy produced  by  the  Turkish  Co-operation  with  the  British. 

The  Spanish  and  French  forces  in  Portugal  are  so  placed  as 
to  interrupt  communication  between  Oporto  and  Lisbon,  but 
they  have  two  distinct  Armies,  lines  of  March,  and  plans  of 
Operation.      Each  supports  and  is  supported  by  the  other. 

We  do  not  learn  that  the  ]S^orthern  powers  have  receded  ;  not 
that  Britain  menaces  a  new  Expedition  to  the  Baltic.  Han- 
over and  the  other  British  dependencies  in  Germany  remain 
with  Prussia.  Denmark  tho'  retired  from  Fauburg  a  little 
mysteriously.  Continues  her  measures  of  Defence  on  her  Bal- 
tic Coasts.  Russia  has  not  been  so  unequivocally  friendly  to 
England  as  to  abandon  the  principle  of  the  ]Sorthern  Confed- 
eracy, and  Prussia  ratified  that  Confederacy  many  Weeks  after 
the  Battle  of  Copenhagen.  This  and  her  possession  of  British 
Germany  are  deeply  hostile.  I  do  not  perceive  that  Prussia 
could  do  more.  The  British  Government  must  perceive  them- 
selves to  be  uncomfortably  situated  as  to  the  Navigation  prin- 
ciple, and  their  rights,  powers  and  Influence  in  Germany. 
Their  long  standing  in  Portugal  is  no  less  unsatisfactorily  sit- 
uated. 1  do  not  see  anything  very  pleasant  in  their  Irish  Con- 
cerns; that  Country  has  given  to  America  in  1801  the  popula- 
tion and  Wealth  of  a  very  respectable  County.  The  proper 
English  are  buying  largely  every  description  of  fast  property  in 
America,  and  must  follow  with  Men  and  Money,  and  Arts  and 
trades  daily  and  yearly.  Our  Census  is  greatly  beyond  ex- 
pectation in  some  places.  Jersey  thought  in  fuJl  at  184,000 
proves  to  have  211,000.  Georgia,  from  82,o40  is  advanced  163,879, 
after  losing  the  people  of  the  Mississipi  territory.  North  Car- 
olina is  advanced  from  393,000.  after  losing  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see, to  447,000.  Kentucky  from  73,077  is  advanced  to  220,955. 
Delaware  is  stationary  at  G4, 273,  having  before  59,094,  her  ad- 
vance is  only  about  10  p^  Cent,  in  10  years.  Delaware  has  no 
iron,  no  coal.  10,000  Slaves,  no  manufactures,  milling  excepted, 
an  unfavorable  Climate;  her  wood  and  timber  are  reduced; 
imported  liquors  are  universally  obtained  with  ease  and  Cheap- 
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ness ;  her  people  are  tempted  to  buy  in  and  emigrate  to  Penn- 
sylvania and  elsewhere  ;  she  has  little  foreign  trade  ;  the  Nec- 
essaries of  life  are  kept  high  by  the  ease  of  sending  to  Market ; 
her  youth  are  educated  at  other  Seminaries;  her  Seamen  and 
Watermen  are  drawn  to  Philadelphia  and  the  ports  of  the 
Chesapeake,  and  much  of  the  Country  is  not  fertile,  nor  is  her 
farming  System  good.  I  apprehend  that  improved  lands  may 
be  procured  there  upon  the  lowest  terms  of  any  equally  well  sit- 
uated for  a  great  Maiket  in  America.  The  Census  of  the  N. 
W.  territory  is  encreased  from  about  5,000  to  45.000  persons.  I 
am  not  acquainted  with  the  rest  of  the  Union  yet,  l>ut  know 
from  Spots  that  our  Encrease  is  great  upon  the  whole.  1  think 
that  from  nearly  400,000  we  shall  run  up  to  o^  or  5A  Millions 
in  few  years— perhaps  higher.  But  on  a  peace  we  shall  advance 
still  more  rapidly,  and  even  now  under  a  more  generous  System 
towards  foreigners  we  shall  advance  more  rapidly  than  since 
1797.  Our  Crops  are  very  abundant  in  grass  and  Winter  grain, 
and  highly  promising  in  Summer  grain.  The  Country  is  so 
busy  that  here  we  are  all  destitute  of  wood  at  any  price.  I 
have  borrowed  a  dozen  times  this  Summer,  and  loads  equal  to^ 
of  a  Cord  have  sold  (of  hickory)  at  5  Dr'.  it  is  now  4-^  &  4A.  I 
find  a  Company  at  Havre  de  grace,  Baltimore  and  Annapolis 
have  bought  Musser's  Coal  mine  in  Dauphin.  There  is  only  one 
Pennsylv*  Shareholder,  a  Citizen  of  Lancaster.  It  is  said  th.at 
the  treasurer,  M^  Meredith,  has  sold  all  his  old  and  late 
Pennsylv^"  lands  to  an  English  Concern,  Poyntell  agent,  and  re- 
ceived 10,000  Dollars  down  ;  the  many  and  good  and  some  late 
sur-patenting  this  year,  brings  in  on  the  whole  a  greater  sum 
than  in  1798.  Most  purchases  are  made  so  as  to  have  the  lands 
patented.  I  find  the  new  road,  cutting  from  the  Bald  Eagle  to 
the  lake,  is  producing  purchases  and  Settlements  upon  the 
great  and  small  scale. 

We  are  to  proceed  with  our  Mandamus  case  in  Sept'.  I  shall 
go  down  next  week,  but  my  letters  will  be  stopt  by  order  at  the 
Philadelphia  Post  Office,  that  I  may  reply  from  thence.  You 
need  not  alter  your  mode  of  Conveyance  therefore. 

I  find  Mess".  Lewis,  E.  Tilghman  and  Dallas  have  given  opin- 
ions to  the  Population  and  Holland  Comp'.  that  no  person  can 
go  on  a  tract  of  land  without  previous  proofs  to  ascertain  what 
they  call  forfeiture,  and  that  the  State  only  can  avail  itself  of 
that  forfeiture.  Also  that  the  patents  issued  to  the  Holland 
and  Population  Companies  cure  all  fault  in  the  title,  being  sub- 
sequent to  the  alledged  forfeiture.  We  ask  was  there  a  "  forfei- 
ture" or  a  non-investment  of  any  title  and  a  consequent  impossi- 
bilitv  of  forfeiture^  We  also  ask  M-hether  a  patent  issued  with- 
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out   law  can  legalize  whar   the   Legislature  forbad?  We  medi- 
tate a  memorial  to  the  Court  to  explain  our  unanimous  views. 
I  am  afraid  I  have  tired  you  and  therefore  Conclude  myself. 
Your  respect,  h.   Servant, 

Tench  Coxk. 

29  August,  1801.  It  is  understood  by  this  Evening  s  mail  that 
Rhamanie  is  taken  by  8,000  British  and  Turks,  against  a  French 
force  of  half  the  number.  But  if  it  be  taken  with  any  material 
loss  of  killed  or  prisoners  on  the  part  of  the  French,  iris  a  seri- 
ous affair. 

31  August.  I  have  just  received  the  astonishing  inform", 
that  the  grand  Jury  has  not  found  Bills  against  the  seven  out- 
rages of  Smilie.  The  men  who  will  have  lands  under  the  law 
of  1799,  700  in  number,  must  be  unfaithful  to  Pennsylvania, 
and  to  their  own  Interests,  if  they  do  not  take  such  measures 
as  will  maintain  government  in  that  quarter.  I  think  you  will 
see  that  no  harsh  estimate  has  been  made  of  men  and  things,as 
has  been  heretofore  made  by  the  Pennsylvanians  ;  the  History 
of  this  Intrusion,  from  1755  to  this  day,  has  made  strong  Im- 
pressions upon  my  mind.  Connecticut  herself,  in  1784,  by  her 
Governor,  said  We  will  never  disturb  the  Decree  of  Trenton, 
yet  her  Legislature  voted  to  disturb  it  ;  one  house  17flG,  and 
was  near  carrying  it  in  the  other,  and  issued  a  Deed  in  1795  call- 
ing for  the  "pretended"  North  line  of  Pennsylv*. 

I  would  offend  with  no  exhibitions  of  distrust.  But  1  would 
see  all  clear,  as  we  proceed  in  all  things. 

(17.) 

Lancaster,  August  29,  1801. 
Gentlemen: 

I  trouble  you  with  a  letter  upon  a  private  interest  in  one  of 
the  Cases  before.  Being  under  a  small  eventual  engagement 
for  the  Estate  of  Col.  Thomas  Hartley,  and  having  received  an 
Application  for  and  from  one  of  the  Executors,  I  beg  the  favor 
of  your  Causing  a  revision  to  be  made  of  the  papers  in  that 
Case,  and  will  thank  for  information  of  any  matter  whatever, 
which  it  is  necessary  to  do  in  order  to  give  every  benefit  of  the 
law.  If  you  find  everything  in  order,  I  will  thank  you  to  pro- 
ceed upon  the  case  ;  and  your  opinion  upon  it,  when  it  will  b  ■ 
in  your  power,  will  oblige  me,  in  case  any  Circumstances  prf'- 
vent  your  immediate  action  in  the  case. 

There  are  I  l)elieve  3  tracts  and  ])arts  of  tracts. 

I  am.  Gentlemen 

Your  ]"es{)ectf'.  H.  Serv'. , 

Tknch  Coxk. 
The  Commissioners  of  Valuation.  Luzerne. 
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(1!S.  ) 
Laml  Office,  Lancaster,  JS'ovember  2,  1801. 
Gentlemen  : 

I  lierewith  trtinsinit  yoti  a  laumber  of  retitrns  and  several 
Draughts,  whicli  1  received  from  the  Sitrveyor  general's  Office 
on  Saturday  hist,  relative  to  the  Claim  of  the  heirs  of  the  late 
Cha'.  Stewart,  to  lauds  in  the  17  towns. 

From  the  advanced  Stuison  of  the  year,  I  ]>resume  you  will 
shortly  close  your  labours  on  the  Susciuelr'  and  return  to  this 
place;  otherwise  I  should  write  more  particularly. 

Wishing  you  the  most  perfect  Success  in  the  accomplishment 
of  the  important  Business  with  which  you  are  entrusted, 
I  am,  with  due  Consid"., 

Your  Obedt.  Serv'. , 

ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 

Thomas  Cooper,  Esq'.,  Cren'.  Steele  and  AV".  Wilson,  Esq^, 
('omm'^\,  &°". 


(19.) 

[Not  dated.  J 
Gentlemen  : 

Herewith  enclosed  you  will  receive  Eleven  ^  Sheets  of  paper. 
Containing  eleven  Certified  copies  of  Acts  or  Deeds  of  Submis- 
sion of  Connecticut  Settlers,  numbered  from  7(50  to  770  inclu- 
sive. Tliere  are  two  other  Submissions  which  were  laid  out  by 
your  Clerk  for  copying,  one  in  the  name  of  Joseph  Horsefield, 
fo.-  40  acres  in  Pittstown,  and  the  other  in  the  name  of  Lemuel 
Gnstine,  for  10  A"  in  Kingston,  which  added  to  the  eleven 
herewith  sent  you,  will  make  the  13  said  to  have  been  mislaid. 
The  two  last  mentioned  Submissions  have  been  already  copied 
for  the  TTse  of  the  Commissioners,  and  the  Copies  forwarded  to 
them,  as  appears  from  the  Memorandums  made  on  the  origi- 
nals by  M^   Worral  in  the  usual  way. 

Should  you,  however,  deem  it  indispensibly  necessary  that 
you  should  be  furnished  a  Second  time  with  Copies  of  any  of 
those  instruments,  you  will  please  to  hand  nle  a  particular  list 
of  the  numbers,  names,  &". ,  of  all  that  are  yet  wanted.  I 
would  thank  you  for  a  receipt  for  the  Copies  entered. 
With  due  respect  and  Esteem, 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 
Vour  mo.   Obt.  Hble.  Serv'.. 

Andrew  Ellicott, 

Si/,  of  1/  Office. 
Thomas    Cooper,   Esq'.,    Gen'.    Steele   and  W.  Wilson,  Esq'., 
Comm'rs. 
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(30. ; 

Land  Office  of  Penns".,  April  9,  1802. 
(jrentlemen  : 

On  the  24th  day  of  February  last  I  had  the  pleasure  to  for- 
ward to  you  Copies  of  eleven  Connecticut  (Submissions,  num- 
bered from  700  to  770  inclusive,  for  which  no  receipt  has  been 
given.  You  will  now  receive  enclosed  a  Certified  Copy  of  the 
release  of  William  Helmes  and  Wife  to  the  Commonwealth, 
made  under  the  Act  of  April  the  4"^,  1799,  for  which  you  will 
please  to  send  a  receipt,  together  with  one  for  the  aforesaid 
eleven  Submissions. 

I  am,  with  much  respect. 

Gentlemen. 
Y'our  Mo.  Obt. ,  Hble.  Servant, 

Andrew  Ellicott, 
Secretary  of  the  Land  Office. 
Thomas   Cooper,  Esq'.,  Gen'.  Steele   and  W".  Wilson,  E.sq^, 
Coram 'rs. 


(21.) 

Tiand  Office,  Lancaster,  June  17,  1802. 
Gentlemen : 

A  letter  from  M^  Cooper,  under  date  of  the  28"'  of  May,  1802, 
with  its  several  enclosures,  has  been  received.  The  Memoran- 
dum therein  Contained  was  immediately  laid  before  the  general 
Survej'or,  with  a  request  to  furnish  the  several  Copies  desired 
for  the  Use  of  the  Commissioners,  as  soon  as  Conveniently  they 
Could  be  made  up. 

Herewith  enclosed  j'ou  will  receive  a  Number  of  Copies  of 
Connecticut  Submissions,  {£"".  The  two  Submissions  in  the 
names  of  Vandermark  and  Tuttle  are  not  Certified  in  the  usual 
manner;  they  are  Considered  invalid  on  account  of  the  date 
which  they  bear.  The  Board  have  considered  the  Act  of  1802 
as  Supplementary  to  the  Act  of  April  4,  1799,  and  are  of  Opinion 
its  provisions  were  intended  to  embrace  two  kinds  of  Submis- 
sions. The  first  object  of  the  act  alluded  to,  is  to  extend  for  a 
limitted  time  the  receiving  Pennsylvania  releases  and  the 
claims  of  the  Connecticut  Settlers  into  the  Land  Office  after 
the  P'  day  of  January,  1801,  and  before  the  passage  of  the  Act 
of  1802,  to  be  legal. 

The  Board  conceived  that  under  the  fir.st  provision  of  the  Act 
of  1802,  all  submissions  made  in  pursuance  thereof  must  bear 
date  subsequent  to  the   Act  itself,  and  that  under  the  second 
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provision  no  suVnniss"^  were  embraced  })ut  those  that  had  been 
actually  received  by  and  the  originals  in  the  possession  of  the 
Land  Office,  prior  to  the  date  of  the  law  under  which  they 
were  to  have  a  legal  existence ;  the  form  of  the  Certificate  of 
the  Commissioners,  which  M'.  Cooper  was  so  obliging  as  to  for- 
ward to  me  for  consideration,  you  will  also  receive  enclosed. 
It  is  conceived  that  it  will  be  complete  if  the  Commissioners 
will  be  so  obliging  as  to  insert  in  each  Certificate  to  be  issued 
the  number  of  the  Connecticut  Submission  and  the  date  of  the 
Pennsylvania  release. 

1  am,  very  respectfully, 

Crentlemen, 
Your  most  Ob'..  Hble,  Servant, 

Andrew  Ellicott, 
(S"y.  Land  Office. 
P.  S.  — From  a  Memorandum  kept  by  the  general  Survey'  of 
the  Copies  furnished  from  his  Office,  it  is  found  that  the  several 
returns  mentioned  as  wanted  in  M'.  Coopers  Letter,  and  re- 
leased by  Jen.  Helm,  have  been  furnished  to  the  Commissioners 
long  since.  They  were  made  out  under  P.  Stewart's  Applica- 
tion by  Jen.  Helm,  her  attorney,  of  which  the  present  release 
of  Jen.  Helm  is  a  Confirmation. 

Yours,  &'\, 

Andrew  Ellicott. 
Tho'    Cooper,    Esq'. ,    Gen'.     Steele   and    W.     Wilson,    Esq'., 
Comm'rs.  &<=*. 

Memorandum  of  papers  enclosed  : 

1.  Set  of  Submissions  numbered  from  762  to  770  inclusive. 

2.  2  "  N".   117  to  700,  under  Seal  of  Office. 

3.  1  "  D".  B.  Vandemark,  Invalid. 

4.  1  "  D".  Original  H.  Tuttle  D°. 

5.  1  Pennsylvania  release,  John  Bull,  Esq'. 

6.  1  Commissioner's  Certificate. 

7.  2  Copies  of  Draughts  from  S.  G. ,  mentioned  in  John  Bull's 

release. 


(23. ) 

Lancaster,  July  15,  1802. 
Gentlemen : 

You  will  receive  enclosed  certified  Copies  of  a  number  of  Sub- 
missions of  Connecticut  Settlers,  numbered  from  772  to  802  in- 
clusive. You  will  also  receive  herewith  an  original  Submis- 
84©n  in  the  Name  of  John  Faii'child,  Junior,  which  is  returned 
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as  invalid  on  account  of  the  date  it  bears.  It  would,  perhaps 
be  proper  to  have  it  handed  to  M^  Fairchild,  J^ ,  without  much 
deJay,  that  he  may  make  a  new  one  before  the  expiration  of 
the  time  limited  by  law. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours,  &"., 

Andrew  Ellicott, 
Se&J  Land  Q-ffict. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq^,Gen'.  Steele, W.  Wilson,  Esq^  ,Comm'rs. 


(23.) 

Lancaster,  July  19,  1802. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  the  request  contained  in  yours  of  the  10th 
Ins.,  I  enclose  Copies  of  the  following  returns  of  Survey  ; 
Application  N".  141,  305i  A.,  Jal  Shaw. 

702,  30y    '•      Jn".  Hammon. 
721,  317    •'       Arch.  Stewart. 
721,  352    '•       J^°.   Boune. 
1,986,  277    "       David  Feazer. 
From  the  Memoranduna  you  have  given  in  rhe  case  of  Enoch 
Smith,  the  papers  cannot  be  found  ;  this  was  the  reason  why 
they  were  not  sent  when  you  first  requested  them.     The  other 
papers  being  amongst  some  of  the  last  forwarded,  I  supposed 
they  might  not  have   reached  you  at  the  time  of  writing,  but 
that  they  would  be  afterwards  received.     When  the  release  of 
Enoch  Smith  is  received  the  papers  may  perhaps  be  better  de- 
scribed ;  if  they  can  then  be  found  Copies  will  be  immediately 
forwarded. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  respect. 

Yours,  &<=., 

SAMUEii  Cochran. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq'. 


(24. ) 

Lancaster,  July  19,  1802. 
Gentlemen : 

Herewith  enclosed  you  will  receive  Copies  of  12  Connecticut 
Submissions  numbered  from  809  to  820  inchisive  :  Also  the  3"'' 
Copy  of  N°.  117,  in  the  Name  of  Abraham    Bradley,  Junior,  a 
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Copy  of  which  was  also    forwarded    by  my  letter  of   the    10th 
June  last. 

I  am  with  respect,  &''. , 

Aadrew  Ellicott, 
AS'ec*  L.  Office. 
Thos.  Cooper,  Esq"^.,  Genl.  Steele,  Will.  Wilson,  Esq'. 


(25.) 

Land  Office,  Lancaster,  July  27,  1802. 
Gentlemen  : 

Herewith  enclosed  you  will  receive  the  following  papers  rel- 
ative to  your  Commission  •  1.  Copy  of  Sam.  McCla.y  &;  Wife's 
release ;  2.  Copy  of  Dan.  Gore,  Sub.  N".  225 ;  3.  15  Subm°'  N"*. 
from  831  to  835  inclusive.  Last  Evening  came  to  band  a  release 
from  Enoch  Smith  to  the  State  ;  also  a  release  of  Dower  of  Gay- 
nor  Smith,  his  wife,  to  the  State.  The  last  Instrument  is 
without  acknowledgement  or  proof  of  execution.  Thenecessary 
Copies  of  these  Instruments  will  be  furnished  you  as  soon  as 
they  can  be  got  ready. 

I  am,  &^, 

Andrew  Ellicott, 
iS'ec"  Land  Office. 


Tho^  Cojper,  &'^\ ,   Comm'rs. 


(26.) 
Land  Office.  Lancaster,  July  29.  1802. 
Gentlemen  :  Herewith  enclosed  you  will  receive  the  follow- 
ing Copies,  viz:  12  half  sheets  of  Connecticut  Submissions,  N°. 
830  to  847,  and  3  Copies  of  returns  of  Survey  in  the  names  of 
Charles  Beaver,  William  Fisher  and  William  Webb,  which  are 
mentioned  in  the  release  of  Enoch  Smith,  a  few  days  since 
came  to  hand. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  mo.   Obt.,  H.  Servt. , 
Andrkw  Ellicott, 
Sec'<'  Land  Office,  Peiiyis". 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq^,Gen'.  Steele  and  William  Wilson, Esq'. , 
Commissioners.  Luzerne  Co.,  Penns\ 
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(37.) 

Jjand  Office,  Lancaster,  August  26,  1802. 
(ieiitlemen  : 

I  have  the  pleasure  herewith  to  enclose  you  a  number  of 
Official  Copies  and  orher  papers  relative  to  the  object  of  your 
Com  mission,  as  p^   List  at  foot. 

Ft)r  a  Copy  of  the  Submission  formerly  made  by  M^  Samuel 
Franklin,  you  will  please  to  turn  to  N".  4G1)  of  those  already 
furnished.  A  certified  copy  of  the  Submission  of  Hamilton 
Giant  has  also  been  transmitted  to  you,  but  no  notice  what- 
ever has  been  taken  of  the  old  certificate  annexed  to  the  origi- 
nal by  the  Board  of  Property. 

The  Subjuission  of  Jacob  Smithers,  dated  the  20th  of  Julj-, 
1802,  and  received  at  the  Land  Office  on  the  7""  of  this  Inst.,  is 
held  under  advisement  by  the  Board  of  Property,  with  several 
others  subsequently  received. 

You  will  receive  likewise  an  orignal  Submission,  executed  by 
Mehitable  Munroe  and  Charles  (-faylord.  Administrator  on  the 
Estate  of  Nathan  Munroe.  deC. ,  which  has  been  rejected,  and 
is  now  returned  for  the  same  reason  as  those  in  the  names  of 
Tuttle  and  Vandemark  were,  and  not  on  the  account  of  the 
omission  of  the  recital  of  the  Act  of  April  G.  1802. 

You  will  please  to  observe  in  this  Submission,  as  well  as  in 
those,  that  the    only  objection    to   its    being  accepted   is    the 
Date  it  bears,  viz,  the  27  December,  1800. 
I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Andrew  Ellicott. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq'.,  Gen'.  John  Steele  &;  William  Wilson. 
Esq^ 

Enclosures  in  the  foregoing  Ijetter; 
N".  1,  Bundle  of  Connecticut  Sulimissions. 
"     2,  original  Submission  of  Wunroe's. 
'■     3,   Copies  of  returns  of  Survey. 

One  bundle  containing  10  Drafts  from  Surveyor  General's 
Office. 
Copy  of  a  release  of  John  B.  Wallace. 
D".  of  Richard  Manning  and  Wife. 
D°.  of  George  Armstrong  and  Wife. 
D°.  of  Thomas  Palmer,  W.  Bell  and  Ephraim  Blain. 
D°.  Thomas  Lukens. 
D".    David  M<=Kinney  et  al. 
D".  Daniel  Bussard. 
D°.  Jacob  Good  and  wife. 
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(28.  ) 

Lancaster,  May  7^'',  1803. 
Sir:  At  the  time  of  leiiioviDg  our  Office  the  two  papers  en- 
closed were  mislaid,  so  that  it  Avas  out  of  my  power  to  return 
them  to  vou  previous  to  your  ileparture  from  tliis  place.  I 
therefore,  as  soon  as  tliey  were  found,  have  taken  the  V-  op- 
portunity of  transmittiiif^  them  to  you. 
I  am,  respectfully, 

Your  obedient,  Hble  Servant, 

Sam'  Cochran. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esqr. 


(29. ) 

Jjancaster,  June  22,  1803. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  18th  Instant  came  to  hand  last  night.  In 
answer  thereto,  wouldobservethat  upon  examining  the  account 
and  vouchers,  handed  me  by  you  last  Spring,  the  items  now 
in  dispute,  altho*  regularly  vouched,  appeared  to  be  such  as 
I  could  not  admit;  but  before  I  woukl  make  any  deduction  I 
wished  to  obtain  further  information  on  the  Subject. 

If  my  recollection  is  correct,  I  think  it  was  the  Sunday  after 
I  received  the  papers,  I  met  (ien".  Steele  on  the  street;  in  the 
course  of  conversation  I  mentioned  the  charges  alluded  to,, 
and  the  same  day  shewed  him  the  account ;  his  opinion  coin- 
ciding with  my  owai,  and  he  being  one  of  the  Commissioners, 
confirmed  me  the  more.  When  I  met  you  at  the  Comptroller's 
office,  agreeably  to  your  request,  after  some  conversation  you 
proposed  (I  think)  to  leave  the  matter  to  the  other  two  Com- 
missioners, to  which  M'.  Bryan  and  myself  agreed,  at  this  time 
M^  Wells  had  not  been  mentioned  by  you,  nor  did  at  that  time 
know  that  General  Steele  had  left  the  Borough. 

Upon  your  calling  with  M^  Wells,  I  mentioned  that  as  you 
had  proposed  to  refer  the  Diflference  to  the  two  other  Commis- 
sioners it  would  l)e  better  to  let  them  determine  the  Business. 
M^  Wilson  is  now  dead,  nor  would  I  wish  to  cast  a  cloud  over  his 
memory  (for  I  heldhiminhighestimationasamanof  honor),  but 
am  surprized  that  he  should  insinuate  that  M^  Bryan  &  myself, 
or  either  of  ns,  had  any  unfair  or  cunning  des'gn  in  view  to 
injure  you.  I  feel  perfectly  easy  on  tlie  Subject,  as  my  own 
heart  does  not  charge  me  with  improper  conduct  in  the  Busi- 
ness. I  consider  those  charges  in  your  acct.  suspended  until 
some  report  is  made  upon  them  ;  this  cannot  possibly  be  done 
now  by  the  parties  originally  mentioned.     1  would,  tlierefore. 
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propose  a  mode  of  Settlement  much  more  expeditious  and  less 
troublesome  than  l>y  appealing,  which  is  that  the  Business  be 
left  to  the  Commissioner  who  fills  the  place  of  M^  Wilson, 
M"-.  Wells  and  some  other  reputable  person,  or  to  any  two  or 
three  respectable  characters  those  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  Subject  (a  Copy  of  the  papers  you  have).  They  approving 
and  you  forwarding  a  Cert,  thereof,  would  be  in  my  opinion 
satisfactory  to  the  department,  and  enable  them  to  settle  the 
business. 

The  Comptroller  is  not  in  town,  but  I  have  no  doubt  but  he 
"will  agree  to  the  above  mode. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

George  Duffield. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esq^.  Commissioner. 


.30.) 

Lancaster,  July  8,  1803, 
Sir :  Your  letter  of  the  18th  J  una  last  did  not  come  to  my  hand 
till  Wednesday  last,  having  been  absent  from  home  for  several 
weeks  attending  the  Supreme  Court.  I  must  confess  I  was 
very  much  surprized  at  the  contents  of  your  J^etter,  for  my  con- 
duc^  was  perfectly  ingenuous.  When  the  account  came  from 
the  Register  General's  I  was  fully  impressed  with  the  opinion 
that  you  had  been  apprised  of  the  deductions  and  had  acqui- 
esced in  their  propriety  ;  but  when  I  was  informed  you  had  had 
no  opportunity  to  offer  your  objections,  and  to  shew  the  justice 
of  the  full  charge,  I  agreed  without  hesitation  to  a  revision. 
When  M^  Duffield  made  the  proposition  relative  to  General 
Steele,  &^,  I  Avas  not  acquainted  with  his  ideas  or  impressions 
on  the  subject  of  your  account.  M^  Duffield  may  have  been, 
as  there  subsists  a  cordial  and  very  frequent  intercourse  be- 
tween those  Gentlemen.  M'.  Duffield  informed  me  that  he  had 
made  anew  proposition  to  you,  which  was  to  refer  the  Busine.'^s 
to  the  other  two  Commissioners,  or  to  any  three  respectable 
and  disinterested  men,  to  which  I  freely  agree. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servt. . 

Sam'  Bryan. 
Thomas  Cooper,  Esqr.,  Commissioner. 
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(31.) 
Register  Gen'^  Office,  July  4,  1803. 
Thoeaas  Cooper,  Esq\  : 

Sir  :  Yours  of  the  S""*  Inst. came  to  hand  yesterday.  The  Comp- 
troller General  was  absent  when  I  last  wrote  and  has  not  yet 
retuined.  What  his  opinion  maybe  I  cannot  say  certainly, 
but  have  no  reason  to  doubt  of  his  agreeing  to  the  mode  pro- 
posed to  you  by  myself. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

George  Duffield. 


(32.) 
Land  Office,  Lancaster,  July  20,  1803. 
Gentlemen 

At  the  request  of  M'.  Aaron  Levi,  I  enclose  to  you  certified 
copies  of  Six  returns  of  Survey,  for  Lands  said  to  be  released 
to  the  State,  under  his  release,  of  which  I  presume  you  have 

a  copy. 

I  am,  with  respect. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  mo.  obt.  Servant, 

Andrew  Ellicott. 

Secretary  of  Land  Office. 

Thomas    Cooper,  Esq^ .  Gen'.    John   Steele,  William  Wilson, 

Esq.,  Comm'rs. 


(33.) 
Land  Office,  Lancaster,  Jany  2,  1804. 
Gentlemen : 

Herewith  you  will  receive  a  certified  Copy  of  a  release  from 
Antoine  Nicholas  Goddard,  by  his  Atty. ,  to  the  Common- 
wealth, made  under  and  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of  Assembly, 
of  the  4"*  of  April,  1799,  together  with  a  certified  copy  of  the 
return  of  Survey  of  the  tract  of  Land  therein  conveyed. 

You  will  observe  by  the  Deposition  on  the  aforesaid  Copy, 
that  the  Grantor  was  absent  from  the  United  States  at  the 
time  the  law  passed,  and  continued  absent  until  the  15  Aug^ 
last,  when  he  returned  and  executed  his  Deed  in  due  form  of 
law,  and  forwarded  to  me  on  the  14  Nov.  last. 

Andrew  Ellicott, 
Sec'y  Land  Office. 
Thomas  Cooper,  &". 
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LETTERS   FROM  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 


To  Obediali  Oore  and  others. 
[June,  1801.] 


Gentlemen  : 

As  we  understand  there  will  be  considerable  difficulty  in 
making  out  anything  like  a  compleat  and  connected  legal 
Chain  of  title,  to  Claims  under  the  Susquehanna  Company,  in 
favour  of  the  present  Settlers  of  lots  and  rights  within  the  17 
townships,  we  take  the  liberty  of  applying  to  you  for  informa- 
tion that  may  materially  affect  the  peaceable  and  beneficial 
operation  of  the  Act  of  Assembly,  under  which  we  are  ap- 
pointed, not  doubting  but  you  will  wave  any  objection  of  In- 
formality to  a  request  which  is  calculated  to  farther  the  mild 
Intentions  of  th«  Legislature,  and  the  Welfare  of  a  County, 
wherein  you  hold  situations  so  conspicuous  and  respectable. 

We  are  given  to  understand  that  some  years  ago,  while  you 
sat  upon  the  Bench  and  officiated  as  Associate  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Common  pleas  of  the  County  of  Luzerne,  frequent 
Suits  weite  sul)mitted  to  your  determination  between  contend- 
ing Claimants  under  Connecticut  rights,  altho'  of  late  the 
President  Judge  has  deemed  it  inconsisitent  with  his  duty  1o 
entertain  Cognizance  ot  any  Causes  that  did  not  originate  in  a 
title  derived  from  the  State  of  Penns*. 

T>uring  the  time  when  you  devoted  your  attention  to  the  de- 
cision of  Connecticut  Claims,  many  Instances  most  probably 
have  occurred  wherein  the  Claim 'ts  were  unable  to  compleat 
their  Chain  of  title  by  written  Do3uments,  legally  substan- 
tiated. If  such  Cases  have  occurred  before  you,  We  beg  to 
know,  1",  generally  : 

1.  What  rules  or  regulations  you  laid  down  for  the  guidance 
of  the  Bench;  or  what  were  admitted  as  ex  necessitate  rei  by 
the  Gentlemen  of  Counsel  at  the  Bar,  in  the  adoption  of  parol 
TO  supply  written  testimony,  if  any? 

2.  More  particularly,  whether  you  ever  required  proof  of  the 
Incorporation  of  the  Susquehanna  Company? 

3.  What  evidence  you  required  of  the  regulations  of  that 
Company,  which  were  to  guide  the  Conduct  and  rights  of  the 
Settlers?  What  original  or  Copies  did  you  admit,  and,  if  Copies, 
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on  what  grounds  was  the  production  of  the  original  dispensed 
with? 

4.  Can  you  inform  us  liow  we  can  procure,  or  wiiere  we  can 
apply  for  any  original  minutes,  or  any  authentic  transcript  of 
those  Regulations  down  to  the  end  of  1782,  or  liow  low  down? 
Seeing  that  tlie  Act  of  Assembly  of  Ap.  4,  1T99,  has  establislied 
those  regulations  as  the  basis  of  our  proceedings? 

5.  Were  the  votes  and  resolutions  of  the  Committees  of  tlie 
Susquehanna  Company  considered  as  binding  on  tlie  Settlers? 
Were  they  binding  on  the  actual  Settlers  at  the  time  as  well  as 
upon  future  Settlers?    how  were  those  Committees  appointed? 

G.  Were  original  rights,  wliether  of  Townships  or  Indivi- 
duals, Considered  as  forfeited  by  iNon  compliance  with  the  reg- 
ulations of  the  Company,  or  of  its  Committees?  In  what  In- 
stances, within  your  knowledge,  have  such  forfeitures  been  in- 
sisted on  and  established? 

7.  How  were  the  Boundaries  of  Townships  originally  estab- 
lished? or  latterly  ascertained?  What  evidence  respecting  them 
did  you  deem  sufficient  under  the  Circumstances  of  the 
Country?  Are  there  any  authentic  minutes  of  the  Surveys  of 
Townships  existing  or  produceable? 

8.  In  what  way  were  the  Boundaries  of  contested  lots  usually 
ascertained?  Was  it  required  that  the  grant  of  tlie  Company 
to  original  Settlers  sliould  be  procured  in  Court?  or  in  what 
cases,  and  under  what  Circumstances,  was  oral  evidence  ad- 
mitted, either  of  prescriptive  possession,  or  of  surveys  made 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  Witnesses? 

9.  Was  it  customary  for  Claimants  to  suggest  the  loss  of 
papers,  or  the  Destruction  of  papers?  or  the  neglect  of  procur- 
ing from  the  Grantor  the  written  evidence  of  the  rights  of 
such  Grantors?  Were  any  such  suggestions*  usually  admitted, 
either  under  the  Authority  of  tlie  Court  or  by  Consent  of 
Counsel?  or  were  they  rejected,  as  in  the  latter  Case  we  ap- 
preliend  they  must  have  been,  and  the  parties  put  to  strict 
proof?  Or  what  were  the  rules  and  practice  in  this  respect? 

10.  From  your  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  titles  of  this 
County,  under  the  Susquehanna  or  Connecticut  Claim,  what 
is  the  kind  of  proof  you  would  suggest  for  the  consideration  of 
tlie  Commissioners  as  necessary,  or  reasonaV)le,to  be  admitted, 
when  such  Claimants  come  before  them  with  titles  resting  upon 
evidence  apparently  defective,  in  tliat  legal  precision  usually 
required  by  the  Courts  of  Law? 

We  Certainly  mean  to  go  as  near  to  legal  precision  as  the 
Cases  will  enable  us.  We  are  aware  that  the  best  evidence  the 
case  will  admit  may  reasonably  be  deemed  legal  evidence.  But 
in  this  early  stage  of  our  duty,  and  Strangers  as  we  are  to  the 


COMMISSIOJ^ERS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA.  433 

local  difficulties  and  disputes  that  respect  the  titles  in  this 
County,  we  do  not  feel  ourselves  so  Competent  to  appreciate 
those  difficulties,  in  the  production  of  original  docum'^  and 
regular  Evidence,  as  you,  Gentlemen,  whose  Situations  and  Ex- 
periences have  furnished  you  with  superior  Advantages  in 
this  respect.  We  are  desirous  of  Complying  with  what  we  regard 
as  the  intentions  of  the  Legislature  in  doing  substantial  justice, 
but  we  fear  the  evidence  in  very  manv  cases,  where  we  have 
no  suspicion  of  the  equity  of  the  Claimant's  title,  will  be  un- 
usually loose  and  irregular,  not  merelv  from  inabihty  arising 
out  of  the  Circumstances  of  the  Countv,  But  from  negligence 
on  the  part  of  the  Claimant. 

Your  past  observations  in  these  respects,  and  your  knowledge 
of  the  mutual  admissions  of  Contending  Claimants  under  the 

Connecticut  title.  May  throw  light  upon  the  Subject  and  render 
our  proceedings  more  satisfactory  to  ourselves  and  others 
We  request  the  Benefit  of  your  Assistance  in  distinct  answers 
to  the  preceding  Queries,  so  far  as  they  lie  within  the  Com- 
pass of  your  knowledge  and  Experience,  and  beg  of  vou  to  ex- 
cuse the  trouble  which  the  present  Application  may  occasion. 
We  are,  &<=^, 

Thomas  Cooper. 
JoHx  Stkele, 
„,     ,.  ,    ^  William  Wilson. 

Obediah    Gore,  Nathan   Denison,  Mathias    Hollenback  and 
Kosewell  Welles,  Esq". 


The  Commu'sioners  to  Daniel  Rees. 

,r    T^      •  1  X.  Wilkesbarre,  June  20,  1801. 

M^  Daniel  Rees,  Northumberland  County: 

Sir :  It  appears  that  you  have  released  to  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania two  tracts  of  land,  originally  part  of  Sunburv  Manor 
and  purchased  of  Jos.  Ogden  and  David  M^Kinney  The  Com' 
missioners  cannot  proceed  to  take  Cognizance  of  them  without 
fiirther  description.  They  must  have  transmitted  to  them 
Office  copies  of  the  returns  of  Surveys,  and  a  Statement  of  the 
Cham  of  title  from  the  proprietaries,  with  the  original  Docu- 
ments;  without  these  they  neither  know  where  the  lands  ar^e 
to  be  found.  Nor  whether  your  Grantors  had  anv  right  to  them 
By  order  of  the  Board  of  Comm". 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

Thomas  Lloyd, 
Clerk  to  the  Commiss''^ 
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The  Commissioners  to  John  Cooke. 

Wilkesbarre.  June  20,  ISOl. 
John  Cook,Esq^,  Northunib'',  Northuiuberl**  County: 

Sir:  It  appears  that  as  Executor  Cum  testannexoof  WilHani 
M'^Cord,  you  have  released  to  the  iState  certain  tracts  situated 
on  Lacawanna,  surveyed  for  James  Parr,  W.  M'^Oord,  Wilham 
Wilson,  Sam.  M'^Clay,  Oasp.  Weitzell,  James  Moore,  W".  Foster, 
David  Meade,  Alex"".  Templetou,  John  Weitzell  and  Russel, 
Jacob  Smith,  John  Lugar  ;  All  these  tracts  have  been  released 
also  by  James  Moore  and  Wife,  who  have  procured  and  trans- 
mitted returns  of  Survey  of  most  of  them.  Is  this  a  joint  Con- 
cern? or  is  it  a  Contested  Claim?  Without  further  informat" 
it  is  impossible  for  the  Commissioners  to  certify  respecting 
them. 

By  order  of  the  Comm'rs. 

Thomas  Lloyd, 
Clerk  to  the  Comm'rs. 


The  Commissioners  to  Thomas  Grant. 

Wilkesbarre,  June  20,  1801. 
Thomas  Grant,  Esq^ ,  Near  Sunbury,  North'*  County  : 

Sir:  It  appears  that  you  have  released  to  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania a  tract  of  land  of  3u7  or  308  acres  and  Allowance,  for 
there  are  2  Surveys  in  the  name  of  John  Wolf.  I  am  directed 
to  reque.st  you  would  give  them  further  information,  whether 
this  bethe  same  with  one  returned  by  Aaron  Levy, as  warranted 
in  the  same  name,  and,  if  so,  whether  this  be  a  joint  Concern 
or  a  contested  right. 

Thomas  Lloyd, 
Clerk  to  the  Commiss". 


The  Commissioners  to  James  Rose. 

Wilkesbarre,  June  20,  1801. 
M'.  James  Rose,  North'' : 

Sir:  I  am  direcf  by  the  Coni'rs  appoint  to  carry  into  effect 
the  Act  of  April  4,  1799,  Ottering,  &■=. ,  to  mention  that  in  the 
release  made  by  you  to  the  State  of  P\  of  a  tract,  warranted 
in  the  name  of  W".  Thorp,  It  does  not  appear  how  you  are 
entitled  under  M^  James  Rose  of  Philadelphia.  If  by  testa- 
raent,an  authenticated  extract  of  the  Will  should  be  set  forth. 
The  release  is  in  other  respects  very  incorrect.     Neither  does 
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it  appear  in  an"^  release  how  vou  are  entitled  to  act  as  Attorney 
for  R.  H.  Rose.     They  beg  farther  Information  on  these  points. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Yours, 

Thomas  Lloyd. 


The  Commissioners  to  Alex.  Hunter. 

Wilkesbarre,  June,  1801. 
M',  Alexander  Hunter,  near  Sunbury  : 

Sir:  It  appears  that  you  have  released  to  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania certain  tracts  of  land,  as  follows,  viz  :  150  acres  allotted 
to  be  surveyed  for  Thomas  Osborne,  also  ^  of  lands  contain- 
ing 3,383f  Acres,  Situate  on  or  near  the  Waters  of  Lacawanna, 
held  in  partnership  with  James  Rose  and  Wife. 

The  Commissioners  beg  to  know  whether  Thomas  Osborne's 
tract  has  been  surveyed  ;  If  so,  they  request  an  Office  Copy 
of  the  Survey. 

They  desire  also  to  be  informed  more  particularly  where  the 
3,3833  acres  lie,  and  they  wish  you  to  transmit  Office  Copies  of 
the  Surveys,  and  also  whe^  James  Moore's  share  be  §  thereof, 
and  whether  a  Survey  of  Alexander  Templeton  of  326i  Acres 
be  part  of  them. 

Also  whe^  M<^Oord  or  Laughlin  McCartney  have  any,  and 
what  share  in  said  Lands. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Yours,  &<=. , 

Thomas  Lloyd, 
Clerk  to  the  Commission. 


The  Commissioners  to  William  Tilghman. 

Wilkesbarre,  June,  1801. 
William  Tilghman,  Esq--. ,  Phil\  : 

Sir:  It  appears  that  you  have  released  to  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, as  Executor  of  James  Scovell,  deceased,  N".  30  in  the 
Manor  of  Stoke,  stated  as  containing  100  acres,  the  return  is 
88  Acres  83  perches.  Qu.  Is  there  any  encrease  to  that  quan- 
tity by  subsequpnt  Survey? 

N".  24,  in  Sunbury  Manor,  Allotted  to  William  Armstrong, 
appears  to  contain  only  8r>  Acres,  but  the  release  states  it  to 
have  been  encreased  to  150  by  Charles  Stewart.  The  Comtnis- 
sioners  possess  no  Office  Copy  of  the  Survey,  and  therefore  no 
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regular  evidence  of  the  contents  of  William  Armstrong's  Sur- 
vey, and  they  beg  you  to  transmit  them  any  evidence  yon  have 
or  can  procure  of  the  addition  suggested  in  the  release,  which 
makes  that  allotment  150  acres.  There  is  also  a  release  of  a 
Warrant,  but  ai)parently  without  any  Survey  in  the  name  of 
William  Hamilton.  3U0  acres  and  Allow"  ;  but  if  this  be  on  Red 
Bank  creek,  it  is  out  of  their  Jurisdiction. 

1  am,  i:^ ,' 

Thomas  lyi-OYD. 


The  Commissioners  to  Edmtmd  Physick. 

Wilkesbarre,  June,  1801. 
Edm**.  Phygick.  Esq^ ,  Phila.  : 

Sir:  It  is  impossible  for  the  Comm'rs  to  proceed  witli  any 
certainty,  Satisfaction  or  effect  in  valuing  the  lands  claimed 
and  released  by  the  late  proprietors  of  Penns"  in  their  Manors 
in  Luzerne  County,  without  farther  and  accurate  Ace' of  the 
lands  therein,  wliich  have  been  disposed  of  heretofore  to  other 
persons,  either  under  absolute  Deeds  of  Sale  or  Executory 
Devises  still  binding.  They  beg,  therefore,  therefore,  that 
immediate  information,  and  such  as  they  can  act  upon,  be 
transmitted  without  delay  upon  these  points,  that  they  may 
be  enabled  to  do  justice  to  the  proprietaries.  The  listof  allotm" 
by  Mess".  Tilghman,  Shippen  and  Lukens  in  1771,  does  not 
supply  the  inform"  required.  In  hopes  of  an  earlj'  reply, 
I  am,  Sir,  &'=^  , 

"Yours, 

Thomas  Lloyd,  Clk. 


The  Commissioners  to  James  Rose. 

Wilkesbarre,  June,  1801. 

James  Rose,  Esquire,  Attorney -at-Law,  near  Williamsport, 
Lycoming  County : 

Sir:  The  Commissioners  appointed  for  putting  in  execution 
the  Act  of  4"*  April,  1799,  For  offering  Compensation  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Claimants  of  certain  Lands  within  the  17  Town- 
ships, fc*". ,  request  you  to  furnish  them  with  information  on  the 
following  points,  without  which  they  cannot  do  justice  to  the 
Claims  of  the  deceased  M^  Gaibreath  Patterson,  and  the  other 
heirs  of  M'.  W.  Patterson,  Esq^ 

Is  the  release  of  a  Moietv  of  a  tract  warranted  in  the  name 
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of  Robert  Wood,  the  same  with  one  claimed  by  John  Ewing 
and  Wife?  The  Survey  of  M  .  E wing's  states  the  tract  to  Con- 
tain 229i  Acres.  M^  Galbreath  Patterson  has  not  sent,  as  he 
should,  an  Office  Copy  of  M^  W.  Patterson's  return  of  Survey 
<s>f  the  tract  in  question.  The  above  tract  is  stated  to  be  held 
in  partnership  with  R.  Stewart,  but  he  does  appear  to  have 
noticed  his  Share  in  His  release  to  the  State. 

There  appears  also  r-o  have  been  an  agreement  between  M^ 
W.  Patterson  and  M^  John  Cox,  dated  Jany  20,  1774,  for  tak- 
ing up  lands  in  partnership,  of  which  M^  Cox  was  to  have  the 
^'^.  The  tracts  so  taken  up  are  in  the  names  of  John  Vansant 
and  others.  Can  you  furnish  the  Comm"  with  any  transcript 
or  Abstract  of  the  Agreement  with  Cox  to  this  purpose.  The 
Agreement,  of  which  no  more  than  the  date  is  Stated  by  the 
heirs  of  Cox,  is  of  20  Jan'y,  1774. 

Are  the  Warrants  taken  out  by  Cox,  in  the  names  of  William 
Smith  and  Thomas  Smith,  returned  or  not?  if  they  are,  the 
Comm'rs  should  have  the  Office  Copies  of  Surveys,  and  any 
other  inform"  that  can  be  given  respecting  the  Situations. 
Quere.  Is  there  any  title  to  part  of  these  two  last  mentioned 
tracts  in  D^  W.  Smith,  who  returns  Warants  in  the  same 
names? 

Again,  there  appears  to  have  been  an  agreement  to  take  up 
lands  in  the  now  County  of  Luzerne,  between  W™.  Patterson, 
Joseph  Wharton  and  Matthias  Slough.  What  lands,  if  any, 
were  taken  up  under  that  Agreem't?  if  any  be  pleased  to  trans- 
mit the  OflBce  Copies  of  the  returns  of  Survey,  if  they  have 
been  surveyed.     W.  Patterson  was  to  have  ^. 

Your  early  attention  to  these  queries  will  promote  the  In- 
terest of  the  heirs  of  W.  Patterson, 

and  Oblige. 

Yours,  &■=., 

Thomas  Lloyd. 


The  Commissioners  to  Elius  Bo^icfinot. 

Wilkesbarre,  June  24,  1801. 
Elias  Boudinot,  Esq'.  : 

Sir:  It  appears  that  the  tracts  of  Land  which  you  have  re- 
leased to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  under  the  Act  of  4,  April, 
1799,  For  offering  Compensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  Claim- 
ants of  certain  lands  within  the  17  townships,  in  the  County  of 
Luzerne,  &'^^ ,  in  the  names  of  John  Pryor,  George  Dudley  and 
Conrad  Appleman,  is  Warrantees  have  also  been  released  bv 
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M".    Daniel    Montgomery,  of   Northumberland,    The    Commis- 
sioners beg  to  know  whether  this  is  a  joint  or  contested  Claim. 
I  am,  (fe*^. , 

Yours, 

Thomas  Llotd, 
Clerk  to  the  Commission. 


The  Comiiiission  to  Daniel  Montgomery. 

Wilkesbarre.  June  24,  1801. 
M^  Daniel  Montgomery,  Danville,  North"^  County  : 

Sir  :  It  appears  that  by  your  Attorney,  Robert  Montgomery, 
you  have  released  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  certain  tracts, 
warranted  in  the  names  of  John  Pryor,  George  Dudley  and 
Conrad  Appleman,  patented  and  named  respectively  "DuUage," 
"Durham"  and  "Sydenham.  "  M^  Elias  Boudinot  hath  also  re- 
leased the  same  lands.  The  Comm'rs  beg  to  know  whether 
this  be  a  joint  Concern  or  a  contested  Claim. 

I  am,  &''*., 

Thomas  I.LOYD,  Clk.,  t6". 


The  Comjnissioners  to  Jesse  Fell. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  2,  1801. 
Jesse  Fell,  Esquire : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  understand  that  many  of  the  Connecticut  Claim- 
ants in  this  town,  who  are  otherwise  ready  to  adduce  evidence 
of  their  Claims,  are  apprehensive  that  the  Certificate  of  the 
Commissioners  is  not  likely  to  be  final,  and  that  they  may 
perhaps  be  called  upon  for  the  Same  Evidence  before  the  ISoard 
of  Property,  and  that  this  opinion  is  founded  on  some  Con- 
versation of  mine.  I  do  not  recollect  having  expressed  any 
other  opinion  than  that  which  I  hold,  namely,  that  altho'  in 
case  of  a  Caveat  entered  against  the  reception  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, the  Board  of  property  will  have  a  right  to  Construe  the 
Act  for  themselves,  and  determine  whether  in  such  a  Case  they 
will  admit  the  Certificate  as  Conclusive  Evidence;  yet  in  my 
opinion  there  is  no  probability  that  such  a  Certificate  will  be 
rejected  or  objected  to,  especially  in  Cases  where  no  Contend- 
ing Claimant  stands  forward  to  im|)each  it. 

Thomas  Cooper. 
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The  Commissioners  to  the  Secretary. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  14,  1801. 
Sir:  It  is  with  much  Concern  we  received  your  letter,  stat- 
ing that  you  were  unable  to  furnish  us  with  any  information 
respecting  the  proprietary  Manors,  other  than  we  appear  to 
have.  The  release  makes  a  reservation  of  all  those  tracts  or 
parcels  of  land  within  the  Manor  which  have  been  sold  by  the 
proprietaries,  or  for  which  Contracts  of  sale  have  been  made. 
We  want  to  know  : 

V\  Of  the  Agreements  executed.  What  are  the  Conditions 
therein  contained?  Are  any  of  them  invalid  for  non-perform- 
ance of  Conditions?  How  many  of  them  are  binding  upon  the 
proprietary  Estate?  Of  such  as  are  valid,  how  are  we  to  pro- 
ceed the  returns  of  Survey  to  determine  their  Situation?  Have 
you  any  means  of  determining  who  are  the  present  Owners? 

2.  Of  the  Agreements  tliat  were  not  executed.  Are  anv  of 
them  considered  as  binding?  How  can  we  procure  the  Draughts 
of  Survey?  On  what  conditions  were  these  agreements  made? 
We  think  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  whether  any  of  these 
agreements  convey  a  legal  title,  or  even  an  equitable  one,  tliat 
can  be  Supported,  unless  accompanied  on  the  part  of  the  pur- 
chaser with  something  like  a  specific  performance  of  his  part 
of  the  Contract.  At  all  Events  we  beg  of  you  to  exert  your 
utmost  to  furnish  us  with  the  means  of  ascertaining  in  what 
part  of  the  Manors  these  tracts  are  situated,  that  in  our  C3r- 
tificates  we  may  keep  clear  of  them. 

The  proprietary  interest  is  at  stake  on  this  question  to  the 
whole  value  of  the  Manors ;  for  we  cannot  certify  in  the  dark 
as  to  the  value,  without  knowing  where  the  parcels  disposed 
of  are  situate  ;  nor  can  we  certify  a  single  tract  of  the  Connec- 
ticut Claimant,  within  the  Manors,  for  fear  of  stumbling  upon 
some  portion  sold  by  the  late  proprietors,  and  not  yet  released 
by  the  purchaser  or  his  Assigns. 

We  entertain  no  doubt  whatever  of  the  proprietj-  of  vour 
speedily  coming  up  hither  by  way  of  Lancaster  &  North^  to 
procure  at  the  T'  place  office  Copies  of  the  Draughts  of  Survey 
of  the  plots  sold,  and  at  the  second  to  search  the  records  to  see 
what  agreements  Avere  recorded  ;  indeed  to  hasten  the  business 
we  shall  send  those  records. 

M'.  Roberts  or  M^  Moore,  Attornies  there,  to  examine  thosn 
records  and  send  us  information  of  their  Contents,  so  that  if 
you  think  best  yoii  may  omit  that  route,  tho'  from  Lancastei- 
it  would  be  as  good  a  way  as  any  hither.  We  say,  without 
scruple,  that  the  only  certain  means  the  late  iiroprietaries  have 
to  get  anything  for  the  lands,  is  to  attend  to  the  above  men- 
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tioned  Circumstances.      In  liopes,  therefore,  of  seeing  yon  as 
early  as  your  Convenience  will  allow, 
We  are.  Sir, 

Your  humVjle  Servan^s, 

Thomas  Cooper, 
JOHx  Steele, 
William  Wilson. 


The  Commissioners  to  Conyngham  and  others. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  14,  1801. 
Mess".  Conyngham,  Meredith,  &".  : 
Grentlemen  : 

The  Comm'rs  find  2  releases  of  land  by  you  to  the  State,  the 
one  of  specific  tracts,  the  other  dated  Sep\  29'\  1800,  whereby 
M^  (;)onyngham  and  Nesbitt  release  all  their  joint  and  sepa- 
rate Claims  within  the  17  townships  generally.  Upon  this  last 
release  it  is  impossible  for  the  Comm'rs  to  act,  without  precise 
information  of  what  tracts  are  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  it. 
They  beg  you  would  Vie  good  enough  to  furnish  them  with  pre- 
cise information,  necessary  to  put  in  execution  the  latter  re- 
lease. 

I  am  Gentlemen,  &^  , 

Thomas  Lloyd,  Clk.,  rf-". 


The  Commissioners  to  Aaron  Levy. 

Wilkesbarre.  July  14,  1801. 
Aaron  Levy,  Esq^  ,  Philadelphia  : 

Sir  :  The  Commissioners  beg  to  know  of  whether  the  12  tracts 
released  by  you  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Luzerne 
County,  in  the  names  of  Conrad  Picard  and  others,  have  ever 
been  warranted,  surveyed  and  returned.  If  so,  they  request 
you  to  transmit  office  copies  of  such  Survey  and  returns,  other- 
wise they  cannot  take  cognizance  of  them. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  Serv'., 

Thomas  Lloyd,  Clk. 


The  Commissioners  to  William  Bingham. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  14.  1801. 
William  Bingham,  Esq'.  : 

Sir:  I  am  directed  V)y  the  Comm'rs  to  state  the  follow^  cir- 
cumstances respect^  the  Lands  by  you  released  to  the  State  in 
Lz.  Coy. 
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Of  the  12  tracts  surveyed,  whereof  the  Heirs  of  Lukens  claim 
h  no  return  of  survey  is  furnished  for  the  tract  naiued  Dublin, 
'il'U  as.     We  beg  to  receive  one  from  the  Office. 

The  Surveyors  under  the  last  Comin  rs,  and  those  also  under 
the  present,  have  been  assiduously  hunting  the  lines  of  the  2 
tracts  at  the  back  of  the  proprietary  manor  of  Stoke,  in 
AViIkesbarre  township.  They  are  named  Belfast  and  Newry 
•318i  and  390  acres,  Warranted  to  W'".  Lennox  and  Charles  Mil- 
ler ;  as  thpy  are  not  to  be  found  we  know  not  what  measures 
either  you  or  we  can  take  respecting  them,  except  under  an 
order  of  resurvey. 

We  fear  the  10  other  tracts  given  to  M^  Sambourne  to  survey 
and  return  are  not  out  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  in  point  oV 
time,  for  they  are  not  returned  till  after  the  4th  April,  1799  I 
am,  Sir.  in  behalf  of  the  Comm'rs, 

Sir,  Your  obedient  Servant, 

Thomas  Lloyd, 
Clerk  to  the  Commissioners. 


T?ie  Commissioners  to  Peter  Sny  der  and  others. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  14,  1801. 
Mess".  Peter  Snyder,  John  Young  &  Christ  Hertzel 
Grentlemen  : 

In  your  release  of  certain   tracts,  fornierlv  belonging   to  M^ 
Peter  Kachlin,  deceased,  situate  in  the    Co.  of    Luzerne   viz  • 
the  tracts  warranted  in  the   name  of   Peter   Kachlin    Henry 
Hess,  Henry  Snyder,  Peter  Conrad,  W-.  Hill,  Michael  Kocker 
Jacob   Miller  and  Christopher  Wolf,  there  is  a  suggestion   of 
their  having  been  surveyed  and  returned,  but  no  proof  of  it 
If  they  are  held  by  warrant  only,  the  title  is  defective      If  they 
are  really  surveyed  and    returned,  we   beg  of  you  asearlvas 
you  can  to  transmit  to  us  certified  copies  of  such  surveys   &c 
I  am.  on  Behalf  of  the  Comm'rs,  '    '        ' 

Gentl".,  Yourobd'.  Servant, 

Thomas  Lloyd. 

The  Commissioners  to  Charles  Hartley. 

Wilkesbarre.  July  14.  1801 
Cha^  Hartley,  Esq%.  Prothonotarv  of  York  County 

Sir:  The  Commissioners  at  this  place,  appointed  to  carry 
into  execution  the  Act  of  April.  1799.  respecting  the  Claimant! 
of  Luzerne  lands,  direct  me  to  enquire.  P'.   Whether  the  tracts 
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released  by  Tho'.  Hartley,  Esq'. ,  warranted  in  the  names  of 
James  Thompson  and  Thomas  Walker,  are  in  any  respect  held 
under  a  Connecticut  title,  for  the  Submission  of  the  tract  war- 
ranted in  the  name  of  Benj.  Luce  and  purchased  of  Putnam 
Catlin,  Esq'.,  contains  also  a  Submission  of  the  2  before-men- 
tioned tracts,  as  if  they  were  also  held  under  a  Connecticut 
title. 

2Dd_  They  beg  to  know  whether  the  tract  warranted  to  Benj. 
Luce  is  held  under  a  Penns*.  title  ip.  whole  or  in  part. 

3'"'*.   They  wish  for  a  Drauffht  or  Survey,  exhibiting  in  what 
part  of  the  said  tract  the  200  as.  claimed  by  Tho^  Hartley  lie. 

4'".  They  beg  to  know  who  is  the  present  representative  of 
The'.  Hartley,  Esq'. ,  deceased,  in  respect  of  the  above  property. 
I  am.  Sir,  Your  Ob.  H.  Servant, 

Th«?mas  Lloyd,  Ctk.,  d-^ 


77ie  Commissioners  to  Rev.   William  Smith. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  14,  1801. 
D'.  W.  Smith: 

Sir:  The  Commissioners  appointed  to  carry  into  execution 
the  Act  of  Ap.  4,  1799,  offering  Compensation  to  Pennsylv^ 
Claimants  of  lands  in  Luzerne  County,  beg  you  W^  have  the 
goodness  to  send  them  information  on  the  following  queries 
that  arise  on  perusal  of  your  release  to  the  State. 

1.  As  to  the  ]N°'.  f>,  8,  14  and  17,  on  Abrahams  Plains,  can  you 
furnish  Office  Copies  of  the  Surveys,  that  their  Situation  and 
value  can  be  accurately  ascertained,  and  that  the  Commis- 
sioners may  have  evidence  of  such  Survey? 

2°''.  You  have  released  also  for  the  representatives  of  Lukens  ; 
have  you  their  authority  for  so  doing?  If  not,  the  Comm'rs 
will  be  at  a  loss  to  proceed  on  an  undivided  tract  released  by  one 
Share  owner  and  not  by  the  others. 

3'*.  As  the  tracts  warranted  and  surveyed  in  the  names  of  W"'. 
Smith,  Thomas  Smith  and  Jos.  Ball,  Augustus  Ripple,  AVm. 
Rush,  Samuel  Laverty  &  Christian  Strayley,  ^  of  these  have 
been  released  by  the  heirs  of  Patterson,  under  an  agreement 
for  locating  with  John  Cox.  Does  your  ^  depend  upon  the 
same  agreement,  or  how  are  you  entitled?  The  heirs  of  Cox 
have  also  released  the  same  Land,  stating  the  agreement  with 
Patterson,  but  not  with  you, 

4.  You  have  not  stated  in  your  release  any  chain  of  title  by 
which  you  became  entitled  to  the  tracts  Surveyed  in  the  names 
of  Richard  Smith,  John  Parkinson  and  Simon  Armstrong. 

5.  They  wish  to  be  informed  of  the  Substance  of  the  Contract 
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under  wliich  you  claim  a.  moiety  of  the  Warrants  in  the  name 
of  John  Cox  and  Jos.  Read. 

6.  They  wish  also  to  be  informed  of  the  Substance  of  the  Con- 
tract under  which  you  claim  a  inoiety  of  the  Warrants  in  the 
names  of  John  Cox  and  Jos.  Read. 

In  furnishing  answers  to  the  above  queries,  as  soon  as  your 
convenience  will  allow,  You  will  oblige  the  Commissioners. 

and  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Serv'., 

Thomas  Lloyd,  ClerJc,  d". 


The  Commissioners  to  Mathias  Barton. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  14,  1803. 
iMaihias  Barton,  Esq^ ,  Lancaster: 

Sir:  The  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  Act  of  4  April, 
1799,  Offering  compensation  to  Pennsylvania  Claimants  of  Land 
in  the  County  of  Luzerne,  &"=,,  beg  me  to  request  that  on  the 
part  of  the  lieirs  of  of  M".  Cox,  deceased,  you  would  be  good 
enough  to  furnish  them  Avith  Office  Copies  of  the  Surveys  of 
the  tracts  released  by  M".  Cox's  beirs  in  the  names  of  William 
McCarroll,  Eli?.  Punner,  Samuel  Boucher  and  John  Vansant. 
TheotherSurveys  are  furnished  by  the  heirsof  Patterson.  They 
beg  also  to  know  the  Substance  of  the  agreement  made  by  the 
late  M^  Cox  with  William  Patterson,  deceased,  and  with  Doe- 
tor  W.  Smith,  if  any  such  there  was,  respecting  the  tracts  re- 
leased by  M"".  Cox's  representatives. 

And  also  respecting  2  tracts  in  the  names  of  John  Cox  and 
Joseph  Read,  Whereof  D^  Smith  Claims  a  Moiety.     I  am.  Sir, 

Your  H.  Servant, 

Thomas  T>loyd,  rVA-.,  cf-^ 


TIte  Commissioners  to  Charlei.  Hurst. 

Wilkesbarre,  Julv  14.   1801. 
Cha\  Hurst,  Esq': 

Sir:  The  Comrars. ,  &'=. ,  direct  me  to  state  that  they  do  not 
find  any  Authority  for  the  Surveys  made  under  the  Rts.  of  Gas- 
kell,  L"*.  Shelburn  and  Arent  Sonmans.  They  are  indeed  sur- 
veyed by  Noah  Grant,  but  by  what  authority  he  surveyed 
them  does  not  appear  to  the  Comm'rs. 

I  am,  Sir.  Y^  ol>ed'.  Servant, 

Thomas  IjLoyd, 
Clerk  to  the  Comni'rs 
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The  Cointnissioners  to  Margaret  Fullerton. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  14,  1801. 
M''.  Margaret  Fullerton,  Phila. 

Madam:  The  Commas  appointed  to  settle  the  Dispute  re- 
spect^  the  title  to  Lands  in  Luzerne  County,  direct  me  to  re- 
quest that  you  would  transmit  them,  to  this  place,  all  such  in- 
formation as  you  possess  respecting  Lands  belonging  to  you  in 
that  County.  They  require  an  Office  Copy  of  the  Survey  of 
such  Lands,  under  the  Hand  and  Seal  of  the  Surveyor  Gfeneral 
of  the  Land  office  at  Lancaster,  without  which  it  is  impossible 
for  them  to  find  the  Lands,  &  your  release  thereof  is  of  no  avail. 
I  am,  Madam,  Your  ob,,  Hble  Servant, 

Thomas  Lloyd, 
Clerk  to  the  Comm'rs. 


The  Commissioners  to  Anne  Kennedy. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  14,  1801 
M".  Anne  Kennedy  : 

Madam:  The  Comm'rs  appointed,  &"=. ,  direct  me  to  request 
that  you  would  procure  from  the  L"'  Office  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  transmit  to  them,  a  certified  copy  of  the  return  of  survey 
of  a  tract  of  Land,  warranted  in  the  name  of  W™.  Bell,  and  re- 
leased by  you  to  the  State. 

Without  this  they  cannot  accurately  discover  or  value  the 
Land  in  question,  or  indeed  ascertain  whether  it  is  in  or  out  of 
the  Township  of  Putnam. 

T  i\n\.  Madam, 

Y".  obt.   Serv'., 

Thomas  Lloyd, 
Clh.  in  if  Comm'rs. 


The  Commissioners  to  Col.  Fraavh  Johnston. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  14,  1801. 

Francis  Johnston,  Esq^,  Philadelphia: 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  the  Commissioners  appt^  under  the  Act 
of  4  Ap. ,  1799,  offering  Compensation  to  Penns*  Claimants  of 
land  in  Luz.  County,  to  enquire  whether  you  can  furnish  them 
with  documents  relating  to  any  specific  tracts  owned  by  Law- 
rence Keene,  Esq'. ,  of  that  County.  From  there  being  a  release 
generally  of  M^  Keene's  Land  therein.it  is  to  be  presumed  there 
are  tracts  to  be  found  that  w'.   belong  to  his  representatives; 
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but  unless  the  Comm'rs  possess  the  Office  Copy  of  the  Survey 
of  such  Land,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  find  them,  or  to  act 
on  the  release.     lam.  Sir,  Your  Ob.  Servt., 

Thomas  Lloyd,  C'Z/>-. ,  d'. 


Tiie  Voni'inissioti  to  the  kierretarij. 

VVilkesbarre,  July  13,  1801. 

Sir:  We  have  duly  received  tlie  letters  from  you  by  post  of 
July  14,  1801,  partly  directed  to  the  Comm'rs  generally  and 
partly.to  M^  Cooper.  We  had  not  time  to  answer  them  im- 
mediately, but  we  have  taken  the  earliest  opportunity  our  con- 
venience would  allow  for  that  purpose. 

We  are  much  obliged  by  the  communication  and  are  fully 
sensible  of  the  Assiduity,  industry  and  talent  you  employ  in 
promoting  the  termination  of  the  present  unhappy  dispute. 
As  an  open  and  unreserved  Communication  of  Sentiment  be- 
tween us  will  promote  the  object  we  mutually  have  in  view. 
We  have  taken  the  liberty  of  making  such  observations  as  occur 
to  us  on  the  points  suggested  in  your  Letter,  and  of  stating 
without  Scruple  some  slight  difference  of  opinion  that  appear 
to  exist  between  us  ;  not  doubting  but  you  will  make  allowance 
for  the  different  views  which  you  and  we  may  lake  ot  the  same 
general  Question,  especially  when  it  arises  on  our  part,  in  ail 
probability,  from,  more  minute  and  continual  converse  with 
the  Subject  than  your  present  local  situation,  and  the  many 
and  important  avocations  in  which  you  are  engaged  will  allow 
you  to  emploj'. 

With  respect  to  the  order  of  the  Board  of  Property,  relative 
to  the  Connecticut  Submissions,  which  We'  are  very  glad  to 
find,  by  the  last  post,  a  parcel  of  Submissions,  which  we  ap- 
prehend are  those  alluded  to  in  in  the  temporary  order  of  the 
Board.  It  would,  in  our  opinion,  have  occasioned  much  un- 
easiness, and  much  unnecessary  trouble  and  expence  to  the 
Connt.  Claimant,  had  the  Board  insisted  on  their  attendance 
at  Lancaster,  to  abide  the  Event  of  a  question,  wliich  Could 
have  been  as  well  decided  without  their  presence.  Indeed  we 
are  satisfied  they  would  rather  have  renounced  the  Benefit  than 
have  incurred  the  Journey. 

The  Copies  of  your  Pamphlet  Have  been  duly  received  and 
many  of  them  distributed  where  we  thought  they  would  be  use- 
ful ;  but  as  the  Letter  tho'  addressed  to  us  related  to  the  Class 
of  people  with  whom  Colonel  Home  has  to  deal  rather  than 
to  the   Claimants  witliin    the   Seventeen  Townships  to  Avhom 
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it  is  indifferent  whether  the  Connecticut  title  be  good  or  bad 
in  its  origin,  We  thought  ourselves  justified  in  not  pressing 
upon  M'.  Wright  the  publication  until  Colonel  Home's  arrival 
here.  But  after  waiting  so  long  for  his  coming  we  gave  the 
Pamphlet  to  M'.  Wright  to  l)e  inserted  iu  his  paiier,  Who  be- 
gan to  set  it  with  readiness  and  without  hesitation  ;  but  on 
Friday  morning  (Jolonel  Home  arrived  and  at  his  request  the 
publication  was  stopped  he  not  being  of  opinion  it  would  do 
(Service  at  this  titne. 

As  to  M^  Wright  we  think  you  have  judged  rather  hardly  of 
his  Disposition  in  respect  of  the  present  dispute,  for  tho'  he 
objected  to  the  prudence  of  the  publication,  so  far  as  it  re- 
spected the  Claimants  in  the  17  Townships,  and  conceived  that 
it  would  not  only  hurt  his  own  interest  among  his  Suscribers 
to  his  paper,  but  exasperate  more  than  conciliate  among  the 
Connecticut  Settlers  generally.  Yet  so  far  from  refusing,  he 
readily  consented  to  insert  it  in  Series  in  his  future  paper, 
until  Col.  Home's  intimation  to  suppress  it. 

You  Avlsh  to  know  the  effect  of  your  8tatem^  on  the  minds  of 
the  People.  We  have  not  yet  heard  the  opinions  of  many  per- 
sons respecting  it ;  but  those  with  whom  w-e  have  conversed  on 
the  Subject  urge  some  n^istakes  (that  do  not  appear  to  us  to 
be  of  much  Consequence)  without  answering  the  many  weighty 
Arguments  it  contains. 

Is  is  well  for  you  to  knoAv  the  principal  points  dwelt  upon 
in  favor  of  the  Connecticut  claim  are  in  Substance: 

v.  That  the  Decree  of  Trenton  did  not  embrace  the  private 
right  of  Soil,  as  appears  by  the  deliberate  averment  made  by 
Cyrus  Griffin,  Esq^ ,  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Trenton, 
whose  declaration  of  the  sentiments  of  the  Commissioners  in 
his  Letter  to  M^  Bid  well  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  occupant 
under  the  Connecticut  right  at  the  time  of  that  Decision.  I 
understand  there  is  also  a  declaration  of  M^  Brearly,  and  a 
Letter  of  the  Commissioners  at  Trenton  to  the  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania,  31  ^'^  December.  1783,  to  the  same  purpose,  so 
that  the  question  as  to  the  private  right  of  Soil  remained  open. 
They  urge  the  precedents  of  Massachusetts,  Virginia  and  Penn- 
sylvania, in  certain  cases  of  disputes  respecting  territorial 
rights,  wherein  the  occupants  were  confirmed  in  their  posses- 
sions under  whichever  title  they  claimed. 

When  it  is  stated  in  reply  that  the  right  of  Jurisdiction  is 
founded  on  the  right  to  the  Soil,  where  the  State  is  a  Claimant, 
and  that  the  decree  of  Trenton  did  in  fact  decide  the  right  of 
Soil  to  be  in  those  who  claimed  under  Penn\  ,  when  the  pre- 
emption right  was  adjudged  in  favor  of  this  State,  And  when 
it  is  further  stated  that   it  was  finally  and  irrevocably  aban- 


I 


COMMISSIONERS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA.  440 

doned  on  the  side  of  the  Connecticut  Claimants  by  sufferinf?  the 
non  pros  in  Dorrauce  v.  Vanhorne  in  the  Supreme  Court,  when 
that  cause  was  intended  to  try  the  private  right  of  Soil  thej- 
argue. 

2"'\  That  they  were  always  ready  and  willing  to  have  the 
case  tried  upon  the  merits,  but  were  bafHed  by  the  illiberal 
practice  of  the  Attornies  for  the  Pennsyiv''  claim.  For  as  the 
Service  of  notice  upon  V^anhorne,  who  had  gone  far  away  into 
the  Western  Country,  was  a  mere  matter  of  Form,  that  did 
not  touch  the  question  itself,  tliat  Service  ought  to  have  been 
admitted  by  consent,  and  then  the  merits  would  have  been 
tried.  But  even  after  a  Messenger  had  been  sent  into  Alle- 
gheny, for  the  sole  purpose  of  serving  notice  on  Vanhorne,  and 
when  Vanhorne  was  actually  served  with  notice,  the  Attornies 
on  the  side  of  Penjisylvania  again  shunned  the  question  upon 
its  merits,  and  took  advantage  of  the  legal  quil^ble  that  the  re- 
turn of  Service  was  not  signed  by  the  Sheriff.  That  being  thus 
harrassed  from  term  to  term  by  legal  Maneuvre,  they  grew 
weary  of  the  trouble  and  expence  and  the  Cause  died  away. 
Hence  if  the  merits  were  not  tried  it  was  not  their  fault,  who 
"were  always  ready  upon  that  ground,  but  the  fault  of  their 
Adversaries  who  always  shunned  the  main  question,  and  shel- 
tered themselves  under  objections  merely  technical.  Nor  c*^. 
the  non  pros,  under  these  circumstances,  be  considered  as  de- 
termining an}'  other  case  than  that  in  Which  it  was  suffered. 

That  their  perfect  conviction  of  the  goodness  of  their  cause, 
and  the  fairness  of  their  intentions  could  not  be  more  s.atisfac- 
torily  evinced  than  by  their  solicitude  to  have  the  question 
tried.  Altho'  perfect  impartiality  C*^.  hardly  be  expected  on 
a  trial  in  the  State  of  Penns^ ,  by  a  Jury  of  J^ennsylv*.,  on  a 
point  wherein  the  State  of  Penns*  was  so  deeply  interested. 

Such  are  the  Articles  we  understand  they  yet  dwell  on,  which 
no  man  is  more  competent  to  answer  than  yourself.  We  shall 
with  great  pleasure  forAvard  some  Copies  of  your  Statement  to 
Cap'.  Williamson,  whose  Sentiments  we  believe  accord  with 
yours.  You  Avish  to  be  informed  what  Ave  conceive  to  be  the 
real  dispositions  as  Avell  as  the  professions  of  the  people  of  the 
17  townships  and  those  out. 

Wehavebeentoo  closely  confined  to  Business  since  our  arrival 
to  be  competent  to  this  important  enquiry.  Such  experience 
as  Ave  have  is  almost  confined  to  the  township  of  Wilkesbarre, 
but  hitherto  we  have  had  no  reason  to  suspect  but  the  influ- 
ential people  of  that  toAvnship  and  its  Aacinity  mean  to  deceive 
us.  They  profeSs,  and  Ave  incline  to  think  they  will  practice,  fair 
and  candid  dealing.  We  are  fully  persuaded  that  it  is  the 
interest  of  the  submitting  Claimants  to  act  fairly  and  candidly, 
29— Vol.  XVIII. 
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if  they  are  so  treated,  and  of  this  they  seem  sensible.  Many 
of  them  have  been  long  and  almost  habitually  attached  to  the 
Connecticut  side  of  the  general  question,  but  a  fair  and  liberal 
construction  of  the  A  et  of  1709,  in  favor  of  the  Claimants  within 
tlie  Seventeen  Townships,  a  construction  that  will  embrace  the 
Spirit  rather  than  be  rigidly  confined  to  the  Letter,  will,  in 
our  opinion,  best  fulfil  the  design  of  the  Legislature  and  pro- 
mote the  beneficial  operation  of  the  Act ;  such  a  Construction, 
steadily  acted  upon,  will  give  the  x>eople  confidence  in  the  Leg- 
islature and  its  agents,  and  will  materially  tend  to  divide  the 
Connecticut  party,  and  attach  the  most  opulent  and  respecta- 
ble Settlers  -by  the  strong  tie  of  their  Interest  to  the  Penns'' 
Claim  ;  on  the  other  hand,  any  appearance  of  harassing  them 
unnecessarily,  or  of  Wiliness  or  Duplicity  in  the  Conduct  of 
the  Agents  of  Pennsylv'  towards  them,  will  as  infallibly  in- 
duce them  to  reject  with  disgust  the  terms  of  a  Law  of  whose 
design  they  have  become  reasonably  suspicious.  Such  Con- 
duct will  render  them  the  secret,  if  not  the  open  Friends,  of 
those  who  are  the  only  obstacle  to  the  internal  tranquility  of 
Penns^,  viz,  the  unprincipled  Speculators  in  half  share  rights  ; 
and  the  poor,  industrious,  but  obstinate  and  deluded  people, 
who  Confide  in  these  men.  We  mean  so  to  act  as  to  conciliate 
the  i^eople  with  whom  we  have  to  deal,  and  divide,  if  we  can, 
the  force  of  the  Common  Enemy.  Out  of  the  townships  we 
have  not  information  enough  to  give  you  an  opinion,  but  Col. 
Home  will  be  enabled,  we  presume,  to  Avrite  fully ;  therefore, 
we  shall  not  forestall  by  retailing  at  second  hand  any  of  the 
important  information  which  he  has  to  give.  We  shall  confine 
ourselves,  therefore,  to  such  information  and  such  reports  as 
-have  reached  ourselves,  in  various  accidental  Conversations, 
premising  that  whatever  our  opinion  may  be,  or  however  un- 
reservedly we  may  express  them  to  you,  our  opportunities  of 
Intelligence  have  not  been  so  accurate  as  to  justify  us  in  expect- 
ing implicit  Acquiescence.  Your  good  Sense  will  full7  enable 
you  to  judge  for  yourself. 

We  have  reason  to  believe,f  rom  the  opinions  &  Conversations 
of  Some  of  the  best  informed,  and  most  decided  opp^^  of  the 
half  Share  men,  that  the  Form  of  renunciation  transmitted 
for  Signature  by  the  Comm*«  of  Land  holders  at  Philad% 
whereby  the  Settler  is  required  to  sign  an  unconditional 
Abandonment  of  all  title  to  his  past  Labors,  and  all  his  means 
of  future  support;  to  give  up  his  whole  dependence,  and  live 
and  labor  upon  the  mercy  of  the  Penns"  owner,  while  the  latter 
has  taken  care  to  commit  himself  to  nothing,  has  occasioned 
great  and  universal  irritation,  even  among  those  who  have 
thought  it  prudent  to  sign  the  paper.     We  do  not  presume 
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to  decide  upon  this  instrument  ourselves,  for  it  is  out  of  our 
immediate  province,  and  we  remark    upon  it  only  in  compli- 
ance with   the  request  intimated  in  your  Letter,      ^or  should 
Ave  presume  to  differ  ;  but  with  much  caution  from  the  eminent 
abilities,  by  Avliich,  as  we  understand,  it  lias  been  dictated  and 
sanctioned,  yet  if  you  request  our  observations  6c  opinions,  we 
must  send  you  such  as  we   really  entertain.      If  we  might  ven- 
ture to  suggest  a  Sentiment  in  oppo.sition  to  such  authority,  it 
would  be  that  the  Comin^'^  of  Landholders,  in  their  letter  and 
form   of  renunciation  should  have  been  more  explicit ;  they 
should  have  Committed  themselves  to  Something  in  favor  of 
the    Settlers.     They  have  been   too  prudent ;  Cautions  over- 
much.    This  is  felt,  and  has  its  operation  ;  perhops  they  would 
do  well  to  send  out  agents  to  treat  with  the  people  on  the  Spot 
upon  liberal  terms:  the  former  then  would  be  able  to  judge  by 
actual  inspection  of  the  nature  of  the  Lands  and  the  State  of 
the  Country.  Avhat   price  might  reasonably  be  expected,  and 
the  latter  would  know  upon  what   terms  they  might  venture 
labor  on  their  Lands  in  future.     It  appears  probable  to  us  that 
the  owners  of  Luzerne  lands,  resident  in   Philadelphia,  value 
them    far,  very  far,  too    high  ;  Considering   how  execrable  a 
very  large    proportion   of  them  are,  how  difficult  they  are  to 
clear,  &   how  much  of  their  value  the  first    Settlers  in  such  a 
Country  give  to  them.     If  the  Settlers  could  put  confidence  in 
the  Pennsylvania  Holders,  thev  would  soon  abandon  Franklin 
and  C». 

Respecting  your  doubts  about  the  readiness  of  the  township 
Claimants  to  take  the  oath  of  single  title,  and  your  remarks 
on  the  confirming  Law,  we  have  to  observe,  that  we  do  not 
find  that  the  Connecticut  Claimants  hitherto  object  to  the  oath 
of  single  title,  Avith  a  reservation  of  any  Benefit  the  Confirming 
Law  may  afford  them,  should  the  present  act  in  any  respect  fall 
thro'  or  be  left  unexecuted.  We  see  no  reason  for  insisting  that 
they  should  renounce  their  right  under  the  confirming  laAv,  if 
they  should  conceiA-e  they  have  any  such  right.  We  have 
added  a  clause  to  our  oath  of  single  title  in  conformity  to  this 
view  of  the  Subject,  and  Ave  send  it  hereAvith.  But  Ave  do  not 
apprehend  that  many  claimants  out  of  AVilkesbarre  aa-III  be 
A'ery  anxious  about  it. 

With  respect  to  Judge  Pattersons  charge,  to  Avhich  vou  refer, 
on  the  Subject  of  the  confirming  law,  '5^.  Cooper,  speaking 
for  himself,  is  of  opinion  that  there  is  some  foundation  for  a 
claim  under  that  laAV,  Avherever  there  has  ])een  an  actual  Sub- 
mission to  the  Commissioners  under  it  :  and  the  persons  Avho 
can  prove  their  actual  conformity  to  the  provisions  of  that  act, 
may  have  a  question  raised  in  their  favor.     Whether  the  neglect 
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of  the  then  Commissioners  to  return  tlie  Submissions  duly 
made,  and  in  full  Time,  Ought  to  deprive  the  persons  Submitt- 
ing of  the  advantages  held  out  to  them,  and  that  it  is  dubious 
whether  the  subsequent  repeal  of  that  law  will  exonerate  the 
legislature  from  the  performance  of  its  contract  with  those 
who  performed  their  part.  However,  as  Comm'rs  under  the 
Act  of  170!>  We  have  no  right,  as  we  Conceive,  to  decide  upon 
the  law  of  March,  1787,  or  prejudge  a  legal  question  of  much 
difficulty  and  importance,  or  deprive  the  Claimants,  whosul)- 
mitted  under  that  law,  of  any  chance  they  may  apprehend  they 
now  possess.  Their  Claim  under  the  Act  of  1787  is  a  clear  im- 
plying, and  acquiescence  in,  and  conforming  to.  the  laws  of  this 
State,  and  we,  therefore,  incline  rather  to  Countenance  than 
discourage  it. 

You  are  of  opinion  that  where  one  Claimant  holds  both  titles 
he  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  throw  away  the  one  and  claim 
under  the  other. 

There  may  1)6,  as  you  suspect,  many  who  hold  both  titles,  but 
we  have  met  with  none  such  yet.  Nor  do  we  see  why  they  should 
not  be  permitted  to  relinquish  a  bad  title  to  obtain  under 
the  State  a  good  one.  It  is  the  spirit  and  policy  of  the  act  to 
embrace  as  many  Submissions  and  releases  as  possible  ;  the 
more  extensive  its  influence  the  more  beneficial  its  operation. 
If  such  Holders  comply  substantially  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Act,  and  satisfy  us  that  their  claim  is  fair  and  open,  and 
that  they  mean  to  rest  entirely  on  the  jiresent  law,  without 
concealing  anv  of  the  circumstances  attending  their  title,  we 
shall  not  be  inclined  to  raise  scruples  of  mere  form,  or  substi- 
tute suspicion  of  unfairness  for  proof  of  it,  or  throw  any  un- 
necessary obstacle  in  their  way.  "We  repeat  our  decided  and 
well  considered  opinion,  that  it  is  the  interest  of  the  State  to 
disconnect  the  submitting  Claimfs  within  the  Townships  from 
the  great  body  of  Connecticut  Holders.  This  will  be  rendered 
iinnossible,  and  every  endeavour  of  the  Legislature  frustrated 
bv  insisting  on  trivial  Obstacles,  by  compelling  them  to  incur 
needless  trouble  and  expencij,  and  by  any  conduct  that  favours 
of  Stratagem  or  duplicity. 

We  are  persuaded  that  in  the  generality  of  these  Sentiments 
you  coincide  with  us,  but  we  apprehend  that  from  the  pru- 
dence and  caution  of  your  temper,  arising  from  much  knowl- 
edge and  observation  of  the  world,  and  assiduous  attention  to 
this  unhappy  contest  in  particular,  has  prol)al)ly  rendered  you 
more  suspicious  of  the  class  we  have  to  deal  Avith  than  they 
may  be  found  to  deserve.  At  least  we  hope  so.  At  all  events 
we  feel  it  our  indispensible  duty  to  our  characters,  and  the 
State,  to  set  them  an  example  of  patience  and  candid  conduct. 
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and  we  sincerely  believe  that  a  liberal  Construction  of  the  act 
of  1799  will  conciliate,  while  a  nicety,  too  scrupulous,  will  revolt 
them.  Nevertheless  we  feel  ourselves  much  obliged  bv  all  your 
friendly  suggestions  of  Caution,  and  are  sensible  that  your 
opinion  of  the  Character  of  many  among  the  Conn'  Claimants 
IS  too  well  founded.  Whenever  we  differ  from  you  in  opinion, 
owing  to  the  different  Situations  in  Avhich  Ave  are  placed,  it  is 
always  with  due  consideration  for  the  Sentiments  you  liave 
adopted  afrer  long  and  laborious  research  on  this  particular 
subject,  very  much  to  the  credit  of  your  talents  and  industry, 
and  your  character  as  an  officer. 

We  regret  with  you  that  the  Indictment  against  Jenkins 
last  year  failed  of  the  intended  effect.  VVe  have  not  yet  been 
in  his  immediate  neighbourhood.  If  any  similar  circumstance 
should  occur  to  us  we  shall  act  with  much  consideration  and 
circumspection  ;  for  wlien  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  State  are 
unsuccessful  our  opponents  gain  a  victory.  Indeed  in  the  case 
of  Jenkins  it  appears  that  the  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  prose- 
cution did  not  prove  before  the  Grand  Jury  as  much  as  they 
swore  to  before  the  magistrate  (at  least  so  M^  Cooper  has  been 
informed),  and  that  failure,  in  this  instance,  is  not  fairly  im- 
putable to  either  the  Court  or  Grand  Jury.  Jenkins  was'once 
bound  over  by  Judge  Rush  himself  and  committed  on  refus- 
ing to  procure  Bail. 

While  we  are  on  this  Subject  M\  Cooper  wishes  to  suggest, 
that  if  rumour  may  be  relied  on,  it  is  far  from  certain  that  the 
intrusion  law  will  be  considered  by  the  Court  of  Common  pleas 
here  as  Constitutional,  even  though  Judge  Rush  should  pre- 
side. Upon  the  ground  of  the  constitutionality  of  that  law, 
the  Intruders  are  ready  to  come  forward  and  plead  to  Indictl 
ments,  and  they  mean  to  carry  this  question  thro"  all  its  stages. 
M^  C;  thinks  he  recollects  that  in  some  parts  of  the  U.  States 
laws,  provision  is  made  for  an  appeal  to  the  federal  Courts, 
Avherever  a  State  law  is  contrary  to  the  federal  constitu- 
tion. If  so,  this  point  will  be  carried  up  to  the  U.  States 
Courts,  for  the  purposes  of  delay,  if  no  other.  Whether  the 
law  be  constitutional,  which,  in  M^  Cooper  s  opinion,  may 
admit  of  Argument,  Yet  the  policy  of  preventing  an v  further 
acce.ssion  of  force  to  the  intruders,  until  the  right  of  Pennsyl- 
vania is  completeiv  acknowledged,  or  finally  decided,  is  too  ob- 
vious to  admit  of  doubt.  If  during  "the  laws  delay"  .they  fill 
the  Country  with  half  Speculators,  it  may  cost  much  more 
trouble  to  drive  them  off  than  need  ]>e  incurred  at  present  ; 
altho'  when  the  dispute  shall  once  be  settled,  such  men  will 
be  excellent  Citizens  and  invaluable  cultivators  of  land,  which 
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a  Pennsylvanian  or  European  would  shudder  to  sit  down  upon, 
and  would  purchase  at  no  rate. 

M^  Cooper  has  ventured  to  advise  Colonel  Home  to  l)e  very 
particular  in  proctiring  (personally  wherever  he  can)  full  and 
circumstantial  evidence  against  any  offender,  as  instantly  as 
the  case  will  admit,  and  withotit  waiting  for  instructions  from 
the  Att}'.  General  to  go  without  delay  to  the  nearest  magis- 
trate and  procure  the  intruder  to  be  bound  over  to  the  Court 
of  Session,  for  in  some  cases  the  delay  occasioned  by  ^yriting 
to  the  Attorney  (reneral  in  the  1"^  Instance  and  waiting  the 
arrival  of  his  answer  may  be  productive  of  bad  consequences. 

In  case  the  ground  is  nor  perfectly  clear  as  to  the  decision  on 
the  Constitutionality  of  the  Intrusion  law  in  the  Court  at 
Luzerne  (which  M'.  Cooper  will  endeavour  to  ascertain  next 
month),  lie  wishes  it  to  be  enquired  whether  a  Delinquent 
could  not  be  proceeded  against  ex-of!icio,in  the  Supreme  Court, 
or  whether  the  Atty.  General  could  not  direct  the  Indictment 
to  be  removed  into  the  Supreme  Court  immediately  on  its  be- 
ing found  at  the  Sessions.  If  any  Magistrate  should  be  found 
offending,  perhaps  the  better  way  would  be  by  information 
instead  of  Indictment.  Piobabjy  Col.  Horne  will  report  facts 
some  time  or  other,  which  will  require  these  suggestions  to 
hav'e  been  previously  considered  and  settled.  "We  observe  that 
you  recommend  to  the  Commissioners  to  open  a  small  Book  for 
applications  of  Settlers  out  of  the  Townships,  and  for  pitchis; 
Altho'  out  of  the  line  of  our  duty,  we  shall  have  no  objection 
to  make  such  entries,  if  any  person  applies. 

You  are  of  opinion  that  no  Surveys  out  of  the  Townships 
ought  to  be  noticed  by  us,  that  were  made  since  the  Year 
1782.  We  presume  you  mean  actual  Surveys.  These  Surveys 
may  be  of  2  kinds,  viz,  either  such  as  were  made  in  Conformity 
to  original  minutes  of  direction, recorded  in  the  township  l)ooks 
prior  to  that  time,  or  resurveys  according  to  and  pursuing  the 
course  of  old  Surveys,  where  the  marks  and  lines  of  these,  or 
the  maps  or  plans  thereof,  have  been  lost  or  defciced  ;  or  2°''•^ 
Surveysof  townships, under  the  Connecticut  Claim,  where  none 
had  ever  been  made,  or  -jiny  directions  given  for  making  one 
prior  to  the  Year  1782. 

For  Instance,  the  town  of  Wilkesbarre  was  originally  Sur- 
veyed in  1770,  by  Jos.  Jac.  Wallis  and  Samuel  Wallis  ;  a  part, 
a  very  small  part,  of  the  draught  of  this  Survey  we  have  ob- 
tained. M'.  Cooper  has  personally  applied  to  Daniel  Smith, 
Esq^,ol  Sunbury,  the  Executor  and  Son-in-Law  of  J.  J.  "Wallis, 
to  procure  any  Copy  or  field  notes  of  the  original  Survey,  but 
without  effect.  The  only  Document  we  have,  therefore,  to 
ascertain   the  boundaries  and  Lots  of  "Wilkesbarre  is  an  origi- 
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nal  Survey  of  M'.  Montgomery,  wlio  was  the  sworn  surveyor 
Under  the  Commissioner,  1787,  and  which  was  made  under 
their  direction.  We  cannot  presume  you  uiean  that  Wihies- 
bcirre  ought  not  to  l>e  considered  a  township  because  we  have 
no  better  evidence  of  tlie  lines  than  Montgomery "s    Survey. 

Again  ;  Very  early,  at  the  very  first  entrance  almost  the  origi- 
nal Settlers  into  Hanover  township,  motion  was  made  at  a 
town  meeting  to  have  township  lines,  lots,  highways,  &^.,  run 
out.  One  White  was  the  Surveyor;  the  courses  and  distances 
were  entered  in  minutes.  But  we  can  find  no  trace  of  White's 
Survey.  Under  the  direction  of  the  Comm'rs  1787,  a  M^ 
Hurlburt  made  Survey,  now  in  our  possession.  Shall  we  strike 
out  Hanover  from  the  List  of  townships  or  adopt  the  best  evi- 
dence of  the  lines  We  can  now  find' 

With  respect  to  Surveys  of  tow^nships.  Wherever  no  Survey 
had  ever  been  made  at  all  previous  to  1782,  We  cannot  pre- 
cisely determine  what  Conduct  we  shall  pursue,  for  hitherto 
such  a  case  has  not  come  before  us.  But  since  the  legislature 
has  taken  for  granted  the  existence  of  the  17  townships,  as 
tracts  of  Land  notoriously  known  by  that  designation,  and 
has  assigned  them  to  us  as  objects  of  our  enquiry,  and  as  we  are 
fully  persuaded  that  the  true  policy  of  the  law  in  question,  as 
well  as  its  particular  intent  and  meaning,  requires  that  the 
benefit  operation  of  it  should  rather  be  extended  than  con- 
tracted, we  shall  certainly  hesitate  before  we  reject  a  township 
from  our  Jurisdiction,  which  has  been  commonly  called  and 
known  as  one  of  the  "  Seventeen  Townships,"  previous  to  the 
Act  of  1799.  It  is  not  for  us  to  be  less  liberal  than  the  Legisla- 
ture, or  by  onr  own  practice  to  contract  or  contravene  its  ex- 
pressions or  its  policy,  by  determining  that  there  are  not  17 
townships,  when  the  very  law  which  gives  us  authority  de- 
clares that  there  are. 

You  are  also  of  opinion,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
whether  the  17  townships  are  all  within  the  Bounds  of  the  pur- 
chase of  the  Susquehannah  Company,  We  ought  to  demand  in- 
spection of  the  Indian  Deed.  We  believe  that  M^  Franklin  has 
lately  (within  these  2  months)  procured  from  a  M^  Pepoom, 
of  Albany,  the  original  Deed  ;  but  we  are  persuaded  he  would 
not  entrust  us  with  it,  nor  do  we  know  upon  what  fair  plea 
to  insist  upon  it.  The  first  70  miles  from  N.  to  S.  by  10  miles 
East  of  the  Susquehannah,  and  2  degrees  of  longitude  to  the 
West,  would  probably  cover  their  claim,  or  at  least  so  nearly 
as  not  to  make  it  worth  while  to  raise  a  question  about  the 
Difference.  Secondly,  the  Objects  of  the  law  would  still  be  the 
same  ;  for  whether  the  people  claimed  under  the  Susquehannah 
company  or  not,  they  would  still  be  Connecticut  Claimants. 
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It  is  in  this  latter  view  that  they  become  the  objects  of  our 
Jurisdiction.  Thirdly,  the  Legislature  has  recognized  the  17 
townships  and  we  have  no  right  to  reject  them,  whether  they 
are  contained  in  the  Indian  Deed  or  not. 

You  object  TO  the  Votes  and  regulations  of  the  Susquehannah 
Company,  which  you  have  heard  of  as  having  been  Commu- 
nicated to  the  late  Comm'rs.  V\  that  they  are  imperfect. 
Secondly,  that  they  are  not  original.  At  our  request  AI'. 
Franklin  has  been  cent  to  for  the  original  minutes  in  his  pos- 
session ,  he  has  sent  them.  They  contain  the  Votes  and  resolu- 
tions of  the  Company  (including  those  which  were  communi- 
cated to  the  late  Comm'rs),  from  the  Commencement  of  the 
Company  in  1753  to  Dec^  36,  1786,  attested  chiefly  by  Samuel 
Gray,  their  original  and  long  continued  Clerk,  &  ending  with 
the  attestation  of  Joel  Barlow,  as  clerk  to  the  last  meeting. 
We  have  no  doubt  of  their  accuracy,  they  bear  intrinsic  evi- 
dence of  it.  The  copy  we  now  have  we  understand  to  have 
been  already  produced  and  admitted  in  the  federal  court  ;  and 
the  attestations  of  Samuel  Gray,  Clerk  of  the  Company,  proved 
on  oath  of  Oliver  Wolcott.  Esq^  Of  this  Book  we  have  made 
a  Copy  verbatim.  The  people  have  made  no  objection.  In 
fact  they  seem  desirous  to  furnish  us  with  information.  And 
we  believe  they  do  so  in  every  instance  in  their  power.  We 
have  also  copied  all  the  minute  of  the  Committees  of  the  Com- 
pany at  Wilkesbarre,  interspersed  thro'  1,500  pages  of  the  West- 
moreland records.  You  know  of  course  that  all  this  Countv 
was  called  Westmoreland,  and  was  annexed  as  a  district  to  the 
County  of  Litchfield  in  Connecticut,  until  the  .lurisdiction  was 
changed  by  the  Decree  of  Trenton. 

With  respect  to  the  lands  comprized  in  what  are  called  the  17 
townships,  and  lying  within  the  New  purchase,  we  shall  more 
fully  consider  the  objection  you  state  when  it  comes  before  us. 
At  jiresent  we  think  in  Conformity  to  our  general  principles 
of  construing  the  act,  which  leads  us  rather  to  extend  than 
narrow  its  operation,  that  the  expressions  of  the  law  have  con- 
firmed the  Claim  of  those  who  have  submitted,  and  taken 
away  your  objection. 

You  wish  to  know  by  Draught  the  Lands  within  the  17  town- 
ships, covered  by  Pennsylvania  rights,  later  than  the  decree  of 
Trenton,  or  by  unleased  rights  of  any  age.  You  evidently  en- 
tertain no  adequate  idea  of  the  extent  of  Labor  necessary  to 
answer  this  question  in  the  way  you  mention.  We  shall  be 
very  glad  to  have  such  a  Draught  made  out  for  ourselves, 
and  in  that  case  we  shall  with  the  utmost  willingness  furnish 
you  with  a  Duplicate,  for  we  are  well  aware  it  will  serve  im- 
portant   purposes,  both    to  your  enquiries  and   o":i.     But  we 
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are  certain  1  or  2  months  assiduous  application  would  not 
suffice  to  perform  this.  At  present  M'.  Sam  bourne,  who  pos- 
sesses unusual  readiness  as  a  Draughtsman,  from  5  in  the 
morning  until  G  in  the  Evening,  when  he  is  not  actually  em- 
ployed in  surveying  the  nicer  i)arts  of  the  work,  and  he  has 
enough  to  do  to  arrange  in  time  what  we  find  necessary  to  en- 
quire of  him.  We  are  surprized  at  your  intimation  that  tlie 
l>usines!5  should  be  as  far  as  possible  concluded  this  year,  foj- 
you  cannot  be  fully  aware  of  the  detail  of  difficulties.  But 
without  any  reason  for  imputing  neglect  to  the  late  Commrs, 
but  otherwise.  We  are  hardly  prepared  to  say  with  truth 
that  when  we  came  here  the  Business  Avas  begun.  To  the 
merit  of  Industry  We  shall  certainly  lay  claim  ;  but  we  have 
no  hopes  of  Concluding  this  Season,  nor  unless  the  Legislature 
assist,  the  next  or  succeeding  year.  The  people  here  allow  us  one 
full  season  for  Wilkesbarre  alone.  But  we  hojje  to  produce 
Evidence  that  they  are  more  wide  in  their  Conjecture  than  you 
are. 

We  cannot  procure  a  copy  of  the  general  tax  list,  without 
having  one  made  out,  expressly  with  the  permission  of  the 
Comm'rs  of  the  ('ounty,  but  Ave  understand  it  is  the  practice 
to  tax  the  claimants  of  uncultivated  land  where  ever  they  can 
be  found,  under  both  titles.  This  will  surely  amount  to  a  legal 
difficulty  against  the  purchasers  at  the  Commissioners'  sales. 

With  respect  to  the  Lands  of  Charles  Hurst,  Gfaskell  and 
Lord  Shelburne,  great  part  is  out  of  the  township  entirely, 
and  unless  for  a  part  of  Hurst's,  there  is  no  Survey  Whatever 
of  these  Lands  upon  any  regular  Warrant  or  order  of  Survey. 
Whoever  made  it  had  no  authority  to  make  it,  so  far  as  the 
Documents  demonstrate  to  us.  If  there  be  any  information  in 
your  power  to  transmit,  which  Avill  clear  up  the  difficulty,  we 
shall  be  glad  to  receive  it. 

Be  good  enough  also  to  send  without  delay  the  release  of 
Turnbull  and  C".  for  Charles  Baker,  Whitehead  Jones,  Sam'. 
Clampher,  Benj.  Davis,  James  Wharton  and  10  others.  We 
were  surprized  at  finding  these  Surveys  ajuong  the  collections 
furnished  by  M'.  Cochran,  without  knowing  to  what  releases 
to  refer  (except  the  Representatives  of  Robert  L  Hooper,  by 
whom  men y  of  them  are  claimed  and  released),  had  Ave  not 
found  a  letter  of  the  Surveyor  General,  transmitted  after  the 
late  Comm'rs  had  quitted  Luzerne,  stating  these  to  haA^ebeen 
released  by  Turnbull  and  others. 

We  shall  Gladly  attend  to  the  Lands  released  by  M".  Chas. 
Stewart  and  his  Heirs,  but  Ave  Avant  for  that  purpose  office 
copies  of  the  following  returns  of  Survey,  for  We  haA-e  no  eA'i- 
dence  of  a  tract  having  been  surA'eyed  and    returned,  but  the 
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officical  documents  that  certify  its  having  been  so.  Chauncy- 
ance  V^ancleve,  John  Hall,  Thomas  Craig,  .John  Lawrence, 
Sam'.  Pleasants.  Sam'.  Clark,  William  Norton,  George  Ryer- 
son,  Martin  Ryerson. 

M^  Sambourne  requests  the  Draught  of  Nescopeck  creek, 
which  you  shewed  him,  &  also  the  draught  of  M^  Merediths 
land  on  the  Lacawanna,  which  M^  Mott  was  to  copy ;  perhaps 
these  are  the  draughts  your  Letter  alludes  to  as  having  been 
sent  to  Easton;  if  not,  be  good  enough  to  forward  them.  The 
draughts  you  wanted,  and  mentioned  to  him,  he  will  make  out 
the  first  opportunity;  hitlierto  he  has  not  had  time,  and  the 
principal  Surveyor  under  him  has  lately  been  disabled  by  the 
kiclv  of  a  liorse.  M^  Sambourne  will,  therefore,  be  obliged  to 
take  the  field  daily  himself.  We  hope  ere  long  to  have  4  Com- 
passes at  work. 

We  shall  enquire  whether  Jacobs  was  a  Settler  before  the 
Decree  of  Trenton.  We  are  decided  to  admit  no  claim  which 
is  not  deduced  anterior  to  that  date  from  an  actual  Settler. 
We  shall  attend  also  to  the  forfeitures.  We  are  are  most  sadly 
at  a  loss  and  chagrined  hi  consequence  of  the  inability  of  M'. 
Coates,  the  agent  to  the  proprietors,  to  procure  anything  like 
a  certain  account  of  the  lands  claimed  by  contract  with  the 
proprietary  agent,  and  sold  by  the  proprietors  within  the 
manors.  Unless  these  reservations  can  be  ascertained,  we  see 
not.  to  what  purpose  we  need  go  into  any  of  the  townships  that 
comprize  either  of  the  manors.  We  have  sent  to  search  the 
records  of  Northumberland,  and  by  this  post  we  shall  send  for 
M'.  Coates  himself.  The  difficulty  is  all  important,  but  we 
keep  it  out  of  sight  until  we  can  ascertain  definitely  what  can 
be  done.  Can  you  assist  us  with  any  information  on  this  Sub- 
ject? 

We  do  not  observe  any  other  obiect  of  remark  in  your  Let- 
ter to  which  our  attention  is  particularly  called.  We  trust 
that  the  same  Communication  that  has  hitherto  taken  place 
between  us  will  be  continued,  and  that  you  will  unreservedly 
afford  as  the  benefit  of  your  talents  and  information,  even  tho' 
our  opinions  should  not  always  coincide. 

Accept,  Sir,  our  Assurances  of  sincere  respect, 

Thomas  Cooper, 
JoHX  Steele. 
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Mr.  Cooper  to  the  Secretary. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  13,  1801. 
Dear  Sir  : 

You  gratify  me  much  by  the  articles  of  intelligence  you  oc- 
casionally transmit  me.  I  sincerely  wish  the  present  occur- 
rences in  European  politics  may  lay  the  foundation  of  the 
utter  destruction  of  the  Turkish  Empire,  which  is  now  the 
greatest  Barrier  against  the  Civilization  of  the  finest  part  of 
the  world.  As  to  Tripoli  and  Algiers,  I  would  have  them 
swarm  with  their  cruizers,  that  set  the  Example  under  JelTer- 
sons  administration  of  protecting  the  merchant  at  the  Expence 
of  the  nation.  It  is  evidently  to  me  a  destructive  policy  ;  de- 
structive of  national  policy,  for  commerce  can  at  all  times  fur- 
nish innumerable  causes  for  war,  according  to  the  modern  doc-* 
trines  respecting  it.  I  would  never  sacrifice  one  class  to  another, 
but  least  of  all  would  I  protect  the  merchant,  who  is  of  no 
country,  at  the  expenca  of  every  other  class.  AVhen  Muhlen- 
berg (whose  death  I  do  not  regret)  has  a  successor,  let  me  know. 
I  hope  your  conjecture  will  be  right  as  to  bis  disposition  on 
the  subject  of  improvement  I'ights. 
I  am,  D^  Sir, 

Your  obed'  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper. 


The  Commissiners  to  the  Becretnry. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  14,  1801. 
Dear  Sir : 

Since  writing  the  Letter  in  which  this  is  enclosed,  Colonel 
Home  has  requested  me  to  communicate  a  disagreeable  piece 
of  intelligence,  which,  with  our  acquiescence,  he  has  set  off  to 
Bald  Eagle  to  investigale  farther.  He  had  employed  a  person 
of  the  name  of  Smilie  to  collect  signatures  to  the  Submission, 
who  sent  him  word  (refusing  to  write  to  him"!  that  he  (Smilie) 
had  been  taken  out  of  tiis  Bed,  about  3  o "clock  on  Wednesday 
morning  last,  at  a  house  about  2  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
Towandee,  by  15  men,  disguised.  Who  tarred  and  feathered 
him,  and  robbed  him  of  his  papers.  Smilie  has  gone  off  to  the 
west  Branch,  and  hearing  that  he  had  relations  at  the  Bald 
Eagle  creek.  Colonel  Home  is  set  off  to  ascertain,  in  person, 
whether  this  account  be  true,  or  how  much  of  it  is  so.  We 
lind,  upon  enquiry,  that  Smilie  is  well  known  and  disliked. 
Hitherto  we  deem  it  prudent  to  make  no  noise  on  the  subject, 
much  doubting  Smilies  account  and  his  motive  for  going  off. 
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Bat  it  is  right  that  Confidential  officers  of  rTOvernment  should 
l)e  apprized  even  of  the  report.  In  other  respects  Col.  Home 
has  had  good  success. 

This  morning  Mess''.  Catlin,  Lord  Butler  and  Welles  called 
on  us,  and  informed  us  that  they  had  heard  the  report,  and 
that  they  or  any  off  them,  and  Major  Ross,  and  the  Sheriff 
Colt  &  M'.  Fell  were  ready  to  start  with  Colonel  Home  into 
the  Country,  and  do  their  utmost  to  bring  to  liglit  the  of- 
fenders ;  but  they  hoped  no  measures  would  ])e  decidedly  taken 
until  means  had  been  used  to  discover  the  perpetrators.  In- 
deed it  is  in  our  opinion  an  action  too  imprudent  to  be  done 
deliberately  by  any  investigation  of  the  heads  of  a  party,  and 
arises  from  the  silly  vengeance  of  some  ignorant  people  ;  rather 
instigated  by  dislike  to  Suiilie  than  any  motives  of  revenge  or 
intimidation  on  tlie  general  Subject. 

We  are,  &"=. , 

Thomas  Cooper, 
John  Steele, 
William  Wilson. 


The  Comviissioners  to  Oovernoi'  McKeaii. 

Wilkesbarre.  July  21,  1802. 
To  his  Excellency  Governor  M'^Kean  : 

Sir:  At  our  request  Jesse  Fell  and  Putnam  Catlin,  Esq'"., 
wrote  to  M'.  John  Franklin  to  procure  the  original  records  of 
the  Susqueliaiina  CoTupany,  that  we  might  have  something 
like  authentic  Evidence  of  the  "Votes  and  regulations"  of  that 
Company,  mentioned  in  the  act.  About  a  fortnight  ago,  they 
brought  us  a  Book  which  they  said  M'.  Franklin  had  sent  to 
them  (on  their  application  at  our  request),  and  which  M'. 
Catlin,  who  was  engaged  in  the  Suit,  Dorrance  r.  Vanhorne, 
informed  us  had  already  been  admitted  to  his  knowledge  in 
the  United  States  court  in  that  cause,  and  that  the  handwrit- 
ing of  Samuel  Gray,  the  Clerk  to  the  Susquehanna  Company, 
and  who  appears  to  attest  the  votes,  &:'^. ,  thereof,  was  proved 
in  Court  by  Oliver  Wolcott,  Esq'.  Indeed,  from  the  perusal 
and  inspection.  We  have  no  doubt  of  the  originality  and  au- 
thenticity of  the  Book  in  question.  We  received  it  under  a 
promise  to  return  it  within  a,  Week,  or  sooner  if  wanted.  Of 
this  Book  containing  about  170  folio  pages,  of  what  appears  to 
us  important  matter,  we  have  taken  a  verbal  copy,  which  has 
been  since  accurately  examined.  It  Contains  the  proceedings 
of  the  Company  from  1753  to  178G. 
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The  resolutions  subsequent  tothe  Decreeof  Trenton  appeared 
to  us  too  important  to  be  left  unnoticed.  They  contain  mani- 
fest determinations  of  settling  the  Country  in  despite  of  Penn- 
sylvania,— Of  calling  in  a  force  for  so  doing,  and  paying  them 
with  the  Jiands  of  Pennsylvania.  And,  on  the  part  of  Frank- 
lin, there  appears  to  have  been  an  induction  by  oath  into  his 
office  of  Clerk  to  the  Company.  Whether  the  Evidence  will 
ajnount  to  a  sufficient  reason  for  apprehending  him  without 
further  proof,  of  his  acting  in  that  capacity  to  a  meeting  and 
a  company  not  merely  illegal,  but  hostile,  we  do  not  presume 
to  judge;  proof  of  his  transmission  of  the  original,  we  think 
can  be  jirocured  if  necessary. 

Perhaps  as  he  Avili  probably  be  sent  to  the  Legislature  as  a 
representative,  the  matter  may  rest  till  then  ;  but  we  merely 
take  the  liberty  of  making  suggestion.s.  We  think,  however, 
that  the  apprehension  of  Franklin,  SpauJding  and  an"^  or  two, 
upon  good  ground,  would  go  near  to  terminate  the  Dispute,  if 
the  Pennsylvania  Claimants  would  take  some  decisive  measures 
to  satisfy  the  Settlers,  that  the  terms  of  compromise  will  be 
fair  and  liberal.  But  while  the  Settlers  are  required  to  commit 
themselves  unconditionally,  and  the  Penn''  hold'r  commits 
himself  to  nothing,  it  is  impossible  to  eradicate  a  degree  of 
Jealousy  and  Suspicion,  which  will  keep  alive  a  dispute  that 
we  are  {persuaded  might  otherwi.se  be  extinguished. 

Should  it  be  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  military  opera- 
tions, the  Settlers  after  an  ineffectual  resistance,  might  be 
<lriven  off.  If  they  return,  a  constant  force  must  be  kept  uj). 
But  should  they  never  come  back  again,  that  part  of  the 
State  Avhicli  is  of  more  immediate  value  as  a  back  country  than 
any  other,  would'  become  a  desart,  and  a  desart  it  Avould  re- 
main ;  for  no  Pennsylvanian  will  ever  think  of  clearing  land 
which  none  but  a  new  England  man  can  live  upon.  The  half 
share  peoi)le  are  for  the  most  part  deceived  by  the  speculating 
Principals  of  the  Susquehanna  Company,  but  they  are  a  very 
orderly  set  of  Citizens  and  most  industrious  Cultivators. 

The  part  of  the  Country  they  chiefly  occupv  is  that  whose 
trade  (when  cultivated)  must  l)elong  exclusively  to  Penn  yl- 
vanians,whi]ealarge  proi)ortion  of  the  rest  of  the  State  will  be 
gradually  inticed  toward  Baltimore.  Hence,  it  becomes  of 
great  importance,  to  conciliate  ratiier  than  to  terrify  a  class  of 
Inhabitants  who  promise  to  be,  in  time,  more  peculiarly  Penn- 
sylvanians  than  many  others  who  will  become  ere  long  but  half 
so.  We  know  that  these  ideas  relate  to  a  part  of  the  general 
Subject  not  so  immediately  within  our  province.  But  we  can- 
not avoid  forming  an  opinion  or  being  anxious  on  a  question  of 
such  Iinpor.tance.      We  beg  you   therefore,  excuse  for  sugges- 
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tions,  which  are  submitted  with  much  Deference,  to  y^  Excel- 
lency's better  Judgment. 

In  the  prosecution  of  our  immediate  business,  we  find  the 
Claimants  within  the  17  townships,  altho'  fearful  and  jealous 
of  tile  opinions  of  the  Government  respecting  them,  yet  desir- 
ous of  complying  with  the  law,  and  ready  to  furnish  every 
necessary  information  in  their  power.  We  have  thought  a  lib- 
eral rather  than  a  strict  construction,  and  a  conciliating,  rather 
than  a  repulsive  conduct,  would  best  promote  the  object  of  the 
Legislature  ;  and  we  think  we  have  adopted  it  with  effect.  We 
have  no  doubt,  if  the  present  most  imperfect  Act  be  amended 
at  the  next  Sessions,  but  the  claimants  within  the  Townships 
may  be  attached  by  the  strong  tie  of  Interest  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania title,  even  tho'  ojjposed  by  the  half  Shareholders.  We 
have  determined  that  no  part  of  our  conduct  shall  savour  of 
needless  obstruction,  duplicity  or  stratagem.  In  our  commu- 
nication with  M^  Tench  Cox,  we  tiave  sometimes  thought  tdat 
that  Gentleman  (who  has  executed  much  laudable  industry  on 
the  subject)  has  suggested  a  mode  of  proceeding  more  strict 
and  guarded  than  was  consistent  with  prudence.  But  we  can- 
not resist  the  impressions  of  local  residences,  and  continued  at- 
tention ;  and  what  we  have  observed,  has  convinced  us  that 
the  people  here  are  fai*  from  deserving  the  character  of  un- 
necessary caution  or  suspicion  in  their  dealings  with  each  other, 
particularly  in  respect  of  their  Land  titles. 

There  has  been  a  rumour  of  some  violence  offered  to  a  De- 
puty of  Colonel  Home,  but  we  know  you  pay  no  attention  to 
information  short  of  Evidence,  and  we  ourselves  doubt  ex- 
tremely how  far  that  agent  is  to  be  depended  upon. 

We  beg  your  excuse  for  troubling  so  much  with  wJiat  may  ap- 
pear extraneous  to  our  duty.  But  the  Contents  of  the  Docu- 
ment, of  which  we  send  you  an  extract,  has  led  us  to  it,  and  we 
hope  the  great  and  imminent  Importance  of  the  general  Sub- 
ject will  induce  you  to  excuse. 

Sir, 

Your  ol)edient  Servants, 

Thomas  Coopkr, 
John  Steele, 
William  Wilson. 

Would  it  l)e  desirable  that  we  should  transmit  a  Copy  of  the 
Votes  &  regulations  of  the  Susquehanna  Company  for  the  use 
of  Government? 
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The  Commissiontrs  to  ilie  Board  of  Property. 

Wilkesbarre,  Julv,  1801. 
Grentleinen  : 

I'he  importance  of  the  Subject  on  which  we  have  to  address 
you  will,  we  hope,  be  deemed  a  sufficient  excuse  for  our  desir- 
ing tlie  opinion  of  tlie  Board  of  Property  on  the  points  we  liave 
to  state. 

The  Connecticut  Claimants  may  be  divided  into  four  classes: 

1.  Tlie  principal  Sui)porTers  of  and  Speculators  in  the  Con- 
necticut title,  such  as  M'.  FrankJin  and  some  others,  by  whom 
the  spirit  of  actual  opposition  is  peri^etually  kept  up. 

2.  Settlers  without  the  townships,  upon  wliole  or  half  share 
rights,  whose  property  and  whose  labour  for  many  years  have 
been  invested  in  the  purchase  and  improvement,  of  Land,  under 
the  Connecticut  title,  and  wliose  all  depends  upon  their  pre- 
sent possessions  so  obtained. 

3'!.  Half  share  holders  enticed  into  Luzerne  County,  chiefly  of 
late  yearh,  and  since  the  decree  of  Trenton,  and  wholiold  their 
possessions  not  from  purchase  in  general,  but  chiefly  under  a 
kind  of  implied  contract  to  defend  them  against  the  Pennsyl- 
vania claim. 

4.  Settlers  within  the  Seventeen  Townships,  holding  under  a 
Connecticut  title,  but  of  whom  the  most  part  liave  submitted 
under  the  act  of  1799. 

The  first  class  will  never  be  induced  to  submit,  but  by  force, 
or  being  directed  by  the  other  classes.  The  second  class,  per- 
suaded (.however  improperly)  of  the  goodness  of  their  title,  will 
certainly  endeavour  to  repel  force  by  force,  if  they  can  muster 
strong  enough  ;  for  they  might  as  well  die  as  be  turned  out 
with  their  families  to  starve.  But  as  this  class  have  by  patient 
Industry,  to  which  upon  the  same  lands  few  of  the  Pennsylv^ 
Cultivators  would  be  equal,  acquired  a  comfortable  property, 
they  would  listen  to  fair  and  reasonable  terms  of  compromise 
and  might  be  detached  from  the  first  class.  The  third  class 
would  be  more  apt  than  any  other  to  be  guided  by  the  iirst ; 
but  if  fair  terms  of  Compromise  (liberl  prices  and  easy  pay- 
ments) were  offered  them  they  also  might  be  detached  ;  but 
unless  the  force  sent  would  put  opposition  at  defiance  in  the 
first  instance,  they  Avould  join  m  open  rebellion.  The  4"'  class 
may  certainly  be  detached  from  the  others  and  secured  to 
Pennsylvania  by  a  liberal  construction  and  effectual  amend- 
ments of  the  present  Law;  Inu  the  same  jealousy  and  suspicion 
that  the  Pennsylv"  Claimants  they  in  return  entertain  of  Penn- 
sylvania. This  commenced  with  the  repeal  of  the  confirming 
law.  and  has  since  continued.  So  far  as  Ave  can  discover,  we 
believe  them   sincere  in  their  endeavour  to  aid  the  execution 
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of  the  i>resent  Law  of  IT'Jii,  mulei-  wliich  we  act.  But  any 
measures  adopted  by  authority,  to  harrass  them  with  obstruc- 
tions and  difficulties,  to  su-^gest  and  act  upon  legal  niceties,  to 
put  them  to  needless  trouble  and  expense,  or  to  eTiforce  the  law 
iu  question,  under  a  strict  and  harsh,  rather  than  under  a  fair 
and  generous  construction,  will  in  our  opinion  infallibly  tend 
to  confirm  their  prejudices,  and  to  make  them  the  secret,  tho' 
inveterate,  enemies  of  the  State. 

It  is  true  our  concern  is  with  the  people  of  the  seventeen 
townships  alone;  but  the  whole  question  of  the  Connecticut 
title, and  the  holders  under  it  is  so  connected  thro'  all  its  parts, 
that  an  enlarged  and  liberal  view  of  the  ^v hole  subject  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  guide  the  treatment  of  any  part  of  it. 
Hence  we  trouble  you  with  these  preliminary  ol)servations, 
the  result  of  much  reflection  and  i)erfect  conviction,  on  the 
information  we  have  at  varit)ns  times  received.  Hence  our 
opinion  clearly  is  if  prudence  and  policy  were  alone  to  be  con- 
sulted, that  the  Act  of  1799  should  in  every  possible  instance 
be  construed  as  generouslv  and  as  liberally  in  favour  of  the 
submitting  Claimants  as  the  expressions  will  bear.  But  altho' 
this  be  our  opinion  we  submit  it  merely  for  your  consideration, 
and  with  much  deference  to  your  better  judgment  in  all  cases, 
which  by  the  law  are  placed  within  your  Jurisdiction. 

We  request,  therefore,  that  yoti  will  take  into  consideration 
the  following  points: 

r'.  Many  of  the  Submissions,  tho'  July  executed  and  in  proper 
time,  were  likely  to  arrive  at  Lancaster  later  than  the  day 
fixed  by  this  Act  ;  especially  owing  to  the  irregular  and  circuit- 
ous mode  of  Conveyance  from  here  to  Lancaster.  In  conse- 
quence whereof,  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  office  very  properly 
suggested,  in  a  Letter  dated  Dec''  7,  1800,  and  inserted  in  the 
Wilkesbarre  papers  of  the  SS"*",  recommended  such  submissions 
to  be  deposited  at  the  prothonotary's  office,  who  w"*  mark  the 
time  of  the  receipt.  Both  in  that  i)a()er,  and  in  the  order  of 
the   Board  transmitted   to    us   about  a  fortnight  ago  (of  date 

),  it  is   intimated  that   the  question  is  dubious.     If  so, 

we  sincerely  wish  it  may  be  reconsidered  and  that  the  Sub- 
missions so  circumstanced  may  not  be  rejected  ;  especially  as 
many  of  them  might  have  been  transmitted  in  time,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  letter  of  M^Coxe,  which  induced  the  Claimants  to 
think  that  it  would  be  sufficient  to  lodge  them  with  the  pro- 
thonotary. 

In  M^  Co.xe's  Letter  to  us,  accompanying  the  resolution  of 
the  Board,  he  suggests  that  the  persons  wht)  are  thus  late 
should  be  directed  to  ajjply  to  the  Board  of  Property;  but  we 
are   satisfied   not    a  man   among  them  would  take  this  trouble 
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or  incur  the  Expence  ;  they  would  regard  it  as  an  Evidence  of 
the  intention  of  the  officers  of  Government  to  put  them  to 
needless  inconvenience. 

2""*.  We  have  been  repeatedly  asked  by  persons  exhibiting 
their  title  whether  our  Certificate  will  be  regarded  as  conclu- 
sive Evidence  by  the  Board  of  Property  of  their  claim  to  the 
Patents  for  the  Land  so  certified,  and  whe'  they  may  depend 
upon  receiving  a  patent  without  delay.  We  have  said  that  in 
our  opinion  the  Board  of  Property  will  deem  our  certificate 
sufficient,  and  that  a  patent  would  issue  thereon  We  think 
much  depends  upon  our  being  able  to  answer  this  question  de- 
cidedly, for  the  people  will  hardly  be  induced  to  undergo  a  re- 
examination of  all  their  papers  and  documents.  We  hope  we 
have  not;  pledged  our  opinions  too  far  in  this  respect.  We 
really  dread  the  Effects  of  a  refusal  on  the  minds  of  the  people, 
And  we  are  strongly  impressed  with  an  opinion  of  the  bene- 
ficial effects  that  would  result  from  a  few  patents  obtained  this 
Summer.  The  question  is  to  irritate  or  conciliate  ;  the  one  may 
lead  to  civil  war,  &  the  other  will  certainly  tend  to  peace  and 
conciliation.  * 

We  beg,  therefore,  that  the  Board  of  Property  will  authorize 
us  to  give  a  decided  answer  to  this  question.  We  have  been 
urged  with  the  inconvenience  and  hardship  of  taking  out  pat- 
ents for  every  acre,  and  i  of  an  acre  and  with  the  inefficacy 
of  a  Law  under  which  so  few  Pennsylvanians  have  released, 
while  so  large  a  majority  of  the  Connecticut  Claimants  have 
submitted  ;  but  we  are  aware  that,  however  reasonable  their 
observations  may  be,  these  are  objects  not  within  our  Jurisdic- 
tion. But  while  such  hardships  remain  against  them.  We  are 
anxious  not  to  encreasethe  difficulties  which  we  cannot  remedy. 
Our  local  residence  in  Luzerne  County,  and  our  frequent  com- 
munications with  men  of  good  sense  on  the  subject,  have  in- 
duced to  consider  the  Subject  as  of  the  first  importance  to  the 
peace  of  the  State  ;  and  we  have,  therefore,  very  freely,  as  well 
as  fully,  suggested  the  observations  that  occur  to  us.  But  we 
submit  them  to  the  consideration  of  the  Board  ;  with  great  re- 
spect, 

We  are, 

Gentlemen,  Tour  obedient  Servants, 

Thomas  Coopbr, 
John  Stkelk, 
William  Wilson. 
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The  Cominissioners  to  Tench  Coxe. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  31,  1801. 
W.  Coxe: 

'  Sir :  Much  to  onr  satisfaction  M^  D.  H.  Conyngham  &  W. 
Stewart  of  Flemingtown,have  been  here  and  have  produced  for 
our  examination  titles  to  several  tracts  which  we  much  wanted. 
But  as  in  many  instances,  the  office  Copy  of  return  of  Survey 
is  part  of  the  Evidence  of  Title  itself,  and  is  in  all  instances 
necessary  to  ascertain  the  precise  situation  and  boundaries, 
we  must  beg  of  you  to  transmit  by  General  Steele  those  Doc- 
uments respecting  the  following  tracts  : 

Jacob  Lemley  306,  183;  1).  Johnston,  335;  Thomas  Hayes,  329; 
John  Ander°,  30G,  133;  Ab.  Stack,  303:  W".  West,  Junior,  339f ; 
W"".  Sheaf,  178  and  f ,  Situate  on  Jacob's  Plains  ;  paten**  by  J.  M. 
Nesbitt. 

IJt  de  supra. —Thoina.s  Hayes,  329;  John  Ir'atterson,  Nanti- 
coke,  298^;  Geo.  Miller,  Nanticoke,  310i  ;  Corn' Stack,  267,  Title 
founded  on  Warrt.  vnt\\  ret"  of  Survey.  2  Warr'.  of  accept'''. 
W.  Cony™  says  the  overplus  alone  rem""*  to  be  p**  in.  Sit.  Jac*" 
Plains. 

William  Dawson,  330;  Ph.  Olar,  400;  Adam  Clampher,  310; 
Isaac  Stroud,  328;  Peter  Howard,  307;  John  Evans,  314;  title 
Warrt.  &  Survey.  Rect.  for  purchase  money.  Sit.  Jac*"  Plains. 
Deed  Polls  produced. 

Isaac  Jones,  301f  ;  Isaac  Gray,  330f  ;  Mary  Steel.  326^;  Peter 
Miller,  310;  James  Treadwell,  330f  ;  3o\  Martin,  33U  ;  J°.Shaw, 
320^V ;  title  as  above.     Situate  in  Nanticoke. 

William  Corbett,  330f ;  Patrick  Savage,  292 ;  Mill  Lot  near 
Wilkesb. ,  Jacob's  Plains,  allotted  in  1771  at  Easton  to  Amos 
Ogden.  'For  these  no  title  has  been  pro**  to  us,  but  we  are  re- 
ferred toM^  Stewart.  Alex'.  Nesbitt,  33U ;  Jon.  Nesbitt,  332; 
rec'  for  the   purchase    money  produced  ;   Situate,  Tsanticoke. 

John  Maxw",  Sr.,  north  of  Abraham's  Plains  ;  Patrick  Hamel, 
W.  side  of  Lackawanna,  adjg.  J.  Evans,  near  the  upper  line  of 
Stoke  Manor.     Warrts  dated  A  p.  2,  1773. 

"Robert  Glen  and  Geo.  Clymer,  Warrantees,  of  which  W.  Gray 
has  certified  that  a  return  has  been  made  into  the  office,  but 
they  cannot  Vie  found;  under  these  circumstances  we  think 
M'.  Sambourne's  Survey,  under  the  order  of  resurvey  may 
fairly  relate  back  to  the  original  Survey,  and  bring  him  within 
this  act,  tho'  not  apparently  surveyed  till  after. 

The  following  tracts  released  bvM'.  Charles  Stewart's  heirs, 
as  a  Schedule  to  the  general  Clause  in  the  Release  : 

Manor  of  Stoke  N".  28,  32,  33,  34,  35,  43,  44 ; Sunbury,  32, 

16,  17;  Abraham's  Plains.  7,  10,  16,  11.  These  we  wrote  to  you 
about  in  the  general  List. 
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N".  19  and  70,  (Qu.  20)  in  the  manor  of  Wyoming,  In  Sunbury. 
N".  70  is  survey"*  (or  s^  to  be)  to  C.  Stewart.  Quere.  if  N°.  19  be 
S.  Rodgers  in  Stoke?  If  this  be  the  Manor  of  Stoke,  it  does  not 
coincide  with  tlie  List  of  agreements  at  Easton,  transm"*  by 
the  Prop"  Agent. 

The  Mill  tract  in  Wilkesbarro  township  allotted  under  the 
agreements  at  Easton  to  A.  Ogden  ;  Stejihen  Phillips  joining 
Ab.-aham's  Plains;  AVilliam  Harrison,  I)°.  ;  Abel  Pree  (or  Prue 
or  Price),  Nanticoke.  The  other  Surveys,  not  sent  us  by  the 
Surveyor  rfeneral,  and  conveyed  in  the  release  of  M'.  C  Stew- 
art, are  noticed  in  our  Letter  last  but  one,  and  in  the  Mem. 
transmitted  by  Gen'.  Steele. 

We  are,  &'. , 

Thomas  Cooper, 
William  Wilson. 


ITie  Commissioners  to  Putnam  Catlin. 

Wilkesbarre,  August,  1801. 
Putnam  Catlin,  Esq^  : 

Dear  Sir :  The  Board  of  Property  mean  formally  to  object 
to  granting  Patents,  where  any  addition  has  been  made  to  the 
oath  of  single  title.  The  Commissioners  (Gen.  Steele,  M^  Wil- 
son &  myself)  have  no  objection  to  grant  Certificates  where  the 
oath  of  single  title  has  been  taken,  under  the  modification  ex- 
pressed in  yours.  If  the  Land  Office  object,  the  only  course 
you  can  pursue  will  be  to  get  your  Certificate  recorded,  and 
defend  the  title  in  case  of  an  Ejectment,  as  claiming  under  it. 
If  you  have  no  objection  to  take  this  risk,  the  (commissioners 
have  none.  But  if  you  think  there  would  be  any  hazard  in 
such  a  Defence,  had  you  not  better  take  the  oath  in  the  form 
prescribed  by  the  Act?  which  certainly  meant  no  reference  to  a 
title  claimed  under  the  Confirming  Law,  and  which  implies 
no  deception  in  those  who  take  the  oath  without  noticing  that 
Law.  Of  this  you  will  judge  for  yourself,  and  take  that  course 
that  suits  your  own  Interests. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  friend  and  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.  Snyder. 

Wilkesbarre,  August  26,  1801. 
M'.  Snyder,  Ex^  of  Kaclilein  : 

Sir:  I  was  honored  with  your  communication,  under  date  of 

the   19th  Current,  and    note  its    contents.     I  have  conferred 
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with  M"".  Sambourne  on  the  subject,  and  from  the  inspection  of 
his  Drafts  and  Plans  I  am  assured  that  the  Lands  may  be  Sur- 
veyed and  returned  conformably  to  the  directions  from  the 
Land  Office,  under  which  impression  1  think  you  may  with 
propriety,  and  to  the  benefit  of  the  Concerned,  forward  tlie 
Warrants,  which  your  friend  has  transmitted  to  you,  accom- 
panied with  the  necessary  fees. 

I  am,  Sir,  &■=. , 

Thomas  Cooper. 


Tlte  Commissioners  to  the  Becretary. 

Wilkesbarre,  August,  1801. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  thank  you  for  the  news  you  were  so  kind  as  to  send  me  ;  it 
was  earlier  than  1  had  received  at  the  time. 

We  have  received  the  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Property 
respect*  the  Sul^missions  that  came  too  late,  and  the  explana- 
tory addit"  to  the  oath.  AVe  regret  that  our  opinions  still  re- 
main as  before,  by  no  means  in  harmony  with  the  Sentiments 
of  the  Board.  We  shall  not  enter  into  the  arguments  that  in- 
duce us  to  think  we  were  right,  but  we  are  decidedly  satisfied 
that  we  were  so  at  the  time. 

In  fact  we  see  plainly  that  our  ideas  of  prudence,  policy  and 
justice,  incite  us  to  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Act,  &  to  the 
exercise  of  a  discretionary  power  occasionally,  which  the  pecu- 
liar nature  of  the  Case,  &  local  reasons  impossible  to  bs  known 
by  those  not  on  the  Spot,  appears  to  us  absolutely  to  require. 
While  your  notions  of  Prudence  and  of  legal  precision,  and  your 
preconceived  opinions  of  the  people  we  have  to  deal  with,  in- 
cite to  a  construction  strictly  confined  w  ithin  the  words  of  the 
act.     It  is  evident  our  general  Ideas  differ  toto  cselo. 

However,  as  we  have  uniformly  pursued  a  conduct  tending 
to  conciliation  with  the  people  here,  we  have  said  to  the  few 
who  have  taken  the  oath  conditionally  that  eventually  it  may 
be  made  a  question,  whe'  we  had  any  right  to  alter  or  dimin- 
ish from  the  strict  Letter  of  the  Act  in  this  respect,  and  that, 
therefore,  they  must,  if  they  please  so  to  take  it,  run  the 
hazard  that  such  a  question  may  induce:  for  the' it  neither 
will  nor  can  come  before  the  Board  of  Property,  it  may  come 
before  the  Supreme  Court,  who  will  ultimately  have  to  judge 
whe'  our  proceedings,  in  case  an  Ejectment  Vie  brought  for  the 
Lauds  certified.  They  have  all  declared  that  tho'  they  think 
such  an  explanation  of  the  oath  no  more  than  they  had  a  right 
to  request,  and  me  to  comply  with,  they  will  not  be  the  cause 
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of  any  objection  Avhatever  to  our  proceedings  any  where,  and 
they  will  cancel  the  oath  taken  and  take  one  in  the  words  of 
the  act  merely.  I  have  appointed  a  day  in  this  week  for  that 
purpose,  and  I  have  advised  them  to  the  measure,  for  their 
sakes  to  save  troul)le  and  avoid  Cavil. 

We  shall  ere  long  send  down  a  few  clear  and  unobjectiona- 
ble cases,  with  Certificates  for  Patent,  that  the  people  may  be 
convinced,  before  we  leave  this  place,  that  the  present  act 
is  not  meant  like  the  Confirming  Law,  to  be  repealed  before  it 
can  be  effectually  acted  upon,  for  the  benefit  of  those  who  em- 
brace its  provisions.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  difficulty  :  if  there 
should,  the  remedy  I  shall  advise  them  to  take  will  be  to  re- 
cord their  Certificates,  to  operate  as  constructive  notice,  to 
take  Depositions  of  their  tender  at  the  Land  Office,  and  give 
these  in  Evidence  in  Ejectment ;  our  proceedings  will  then  come 
before  the  proper  tribunal.  It  might  have  materially  tended 
to  the  furtherance  of  our  Business,  Could  the  people  have  been 
assured  that  the  Certificate  of  the  Comm'rs  would  have  been 
sufflcieni  Evidence  whereon  to  obtain  a  Patent  for  the  Lands 
Certified  ;  for  many  of  them  have  thought  (and  still  think)  that 
the  application  under  this  act  would  be  equally  useless  as 
their  application  under  the  confirming  law  ;  this  uncertainty 
delayed  us,  I  have  no  doubt,  in  one  way  or  other,  the  Business 
of  a  Month.  I  am  very  anxious  that  it  should  not  operate 
hereafter. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  you  and  I  should  differ  in  opinion,  for  I 
can  truly  &  without  flattery  say  that  I  greatly  admire  your 
industry  and  respect  your  talents,  but  I  do  really  think  your 
notions  on  this  Subject,  and  your  deep-rooted  suspicion  of  the 
Connecticut  ('laimants  generally,  have  a  strong  tendency  to 
throw  the  State  into  Confusion,  by  exasperating  a  large  class 
of  citizens  who  may  easily  be  conciliated,  and  by  tormenting 
them  into  resistance  when  they  are  truly  anxious  for  peace. 
But  I  am  willing  to  bear  testimony  to  the  fairness  of  your  in- 
tentions, and  I  believe  you  err,  if  at  all,  for  want  of  knowledge, 
not  to  be  obtained  where  you  are.  As  to  the  Scurrility  with 
which  you  are  treated  in  the  Luzerne  paper,  it  is  really  be- 
neath your  Character  to  notice  it.  It  does  no  good  to  the  cause 
of  the  writer,  and  no  harm  to  you.  I  told  you  before  that 
Wright  had  undertaken  to  print  your  Statement,  but  that 
Colonel  Home  liad  anxiously  desired  it  to  be  l«t  alone.  After 
that.  We  could  not  think  of  pressing  it  any  more,  for  it  applies 
to  the  object  of  his  mission  only,  and  not  to  the  people  within 
the  17  towns. 

Next  to  the  Demand  of  preliminary  unconditional  subm°  by 
the  Committee  of  T>andholder.s  at  Philadelphia  (which  you  ai> 
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prove  as  highly  as  I  disapprove) ,  I  know  nothing  that  has  done 
more  serious  harm  than  constituting  Col.  Home  an  agent,  of 
that  Conim'^''  as  well  as  of  the  State.  This  circumstance  would 
have  defeated  the  Indictment  agst.  the  outragers  of  Smilie, 
except  on  the  common  count  of  Assault  and  battery,  even  if 
that  Indictment  had  been  found.  M'.  C.  Hall,  however,  one 
of  their  Attornies  for  the  Philadelphia  Committee  told  me  at 
Wilkesbarre  that  he  thought  there  was  hardly  evidence  enough 
of  the  Identity  of  the  Persons  indicted  to  authorize  the  grand 
Jury  to  find  the  Bill  against  them.  I  do  not  think  there  Mas 
want  of  inclination  At  Lycoming.  I  forced  on,  against  the  In- 
tention of  the  Atty.  Genl.,  and  of  the  Court,  the  trial  of  some 
of  the  persons  indicted  for  intruding  on  Strawbridge's  liand, 
but  to  my  Surprize  they  proved  the  Sheriff  Cummings  to  be 
a  Deputy  of  Col.  Home,  and  upon  challenge  set  aside  the  array. 
This  intermixture  of  Duties,  in  Col.  Home  and  his  Deputies  is 
of  incalculable  injury 

Judge  Rush  is  of  opinion  that  the  Intrusion  Law  is  constitu- 
tional, but  there  are  so  many  objections  to  the  Indictments 
found  here  last  Court  agst.  Franklin,  &". ,  that  I  doubt  if  they 
can  legally  be  convicted.  Indeed,  they  mean  to  move  it  by 
regular  steps  into  the  United  States  Court,  as  I  wrote  to  you 
before  that  I  expected  they  would. 

I  have  sent  your  Letters  to  M'.  George  Welles.  I  shall  gladly 
urge  on  the  Consideration  of  Hartley's  claim,  as  we  all  of  us 
are  inclined  to  do  in  any  case  where  you  have  a  personal  Inter- 
est;  but  I  ai)preliend  you  have  not  seen  what  the  objections 
are,  therefore,  I  enclose  you  The  objection  to  the  Lands  of  Gas- 
kill  Shelburne,  &". ,  being  surveyed  in  1776  on  Land  in  the  New 
purctiase  is  fatal ;  but  at  all  Events  they  are  out  of  the  town- 
ships. I  even  suspect  that  the  Connecticut  claimants  will  fail 
in  making  out  a  single  title  in  Athens,  for  which  I  am  sorry 
and  You  I  presume  are  otherwise.  The  other  Lands  of  Hurst, 
we  shall  in  their  course  get  surveyed  &  valued  and  return 
them  to  your  Board,  subject  to  the  objection  of  Noah  Grant, 
having  no  regular  authority  to  survey  them.  Be  good  enough 
to  peruse  the  following  List  of  returns  wanting,  and  transmit 
to  us  information  : 

Returns  of  Survey  still  Wanting  Sepf.  10,  1801. 

Warrantees.  R'.  Wood,  204^.     Descrij)".  Easterly  side  of   the 
N.  East  Branch  of  Wysaughing or  Rust  meadows;  Released  by 
John  Ewing  &  AVife,  and  also  by  the  heirs  of  Patterson.     This 
has  l)een  snrv''. ,  but  we  have  no  returns. 
.  Tho'.   Smith,  300.     Descrip.,  in  the  Warrant    Includg.  both 
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sides  of  a    path  lead^  to  Wyalusing  At  a  run,  ^  mile  above  the 
cross'gs  of  Tuscarora;  Rel'^  by  Thom^  Hartley.  ...  . 

W.  Smith,  230^.     Released  by  S.  Howell  and  Wife. 

N".  6,  8,  14,  17,  on  Abraham's  Plains.  Released  by  D'.  Smith, 
But  we  have  no  return  of  Survey  in  favor  of  any  Body.  Nor 
do  we  know  the  Chain  of  title  under  which  D^  Smith  Clainxs. 

William  M"=Carroll,  Elizabeth  Punner,  Samuel  Boucher,  John 
Vansant ;  released  by  Matthias  Barton,  Ex^  of  Cox,  and  also  by 
the  heirs  of  Pattei'son,  Quere.  are  there  any  returns  of  Sur- 
vey? If  not,  of  course  we  cannot  find  the  Lands. 

Conrad  Clock  and  eleven  others.  Warrants  taken  out  bj' 
Aaron  Levy.  The  Surv.  Gen'  has  noticed  these,  but  if  there  be 
no  Service  we  can  take  no  cognizance  of  the  Lands,  which  we 
have  no  means  of  finding. 

Patented  Tract  "Dublin  ;"  released  by  Bingham.  We  did  iipt 
want  Bingham's  release.  But  the  first  patent  not  reciting  the 
Survey  we  have  no  description  by  which  we  can  find  out  the 
Lands. 

Thomas  Craig,  John  Lawrence,  341  as.,  Samuel  Pleasants, 
Samuel  Clarke.  These  are  released  by  C.  Stewart,  But  we 
have  no  Survey. 

N°.  15,  16,  17.  On  Abraham's  Plains;  But  tho'  we  have 
Lukens'  Survey,  it  does  not  say  for  whom  they  were  returned, 
nor  do  we  know  how  Charles  Stewart's  title  is  deduced. 

N".  33.  On  Abrahams  Plains;  Also  released  (or  intended  to 
be  included  in  Charles  Stewart's  General  release),  but  there 
is  no  return  of  Survey  for  this  N°.  in  Lukens'  Survey. 

N°.  19,70.  Also  released  by  Stewart.  We  suspect  N".  70  should 
be  no.  20.  But  the  Description  is  the  Manor  of  Wyoming.  We 
have  no  Survey  under  Authority. 

Stephen  Phipps,  W".  Harrison;  adjs  Abrah"''  Plains;  these 
also  are  released  by  Stewart,  or  given  in  under  his  gen.  re- 
lease ;  but  we  have  no  Survey. 

Abel  Pierce,  Price  or  Rees,    the  same  sit°. ,   as  to  title  de 
scribed,  as  being  in  Nanticoke. 

Jacob  Lemlie,  David  Johnson,  Tho^  Hayes,  J°.  Anderson, 
Ab.  Stack,  William  Sheaf,  J".  Patterson,  Geo.  Millar,  Corn^ 
Stack,  W.  Dawson,  Ph.  Olar,  Isaac  Stroud,  Peter  Howard, 
John  Evans,  W".  Corbet,  Isaac  Jones,  Isaac  Gray',  Mary  Steel, 
John  Shaw,  Peter  Miller,  Ja'.  Treadwell,  Ja".  Martin,  Pat.  Sav- 
age, Alx'.  Nesbitt,  J".  Nesbitt,  J.  Maxwell;  D°.  north  of  Abra- 
ham's Plains,  Patrick  Hammel,  Robert  Glen,  R.  Clymer.  These 
are  given  in  by  M^  Conyngham,  as  being  part  of  the  General 
release.  We  have  been  al)le  to  find  many  of  these  laid  down 
upon  the  Draughts  in  our  Possession,  but  we  have  no  Survey 
nor  authoi'ity  &  of  course  none  on  which  we  can  depend.     We 
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have  already  sent  for  these, and  are  in  immediate  want  of  them. 
Your  attention  to  these  will  much  Oblige, 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper. 
Gen'.  Steele  and  M^  Wilson  are  out  on  Surveys. 


The  Commissioners  to  Judge  Fell. 

AVilkesbarre,  May  2G,  1802. 
M'.  Fell  is  requested  To  call  on  M'.  Jenkins  (taking  with  him 
either  SlaerilT  Dorrance  or  M^  L.  Myers,  if  lie  thinks  tit),  and 
to  request  of  him  in  the  name  of  the  Comm'rs  the  loan  of  the 
Surveys  of  Exeter,  Providence  and  I»Iorthmoreland,  or  such  of 
them  as  M'.  Jenkins  may  happen  to  have  ;  Also  any  other  Doc- 
ument relating  to  those,  or  any  other  Townships,  wliich  M'. 
Jenkins  may  have  in  his  possession.  Whatever  M^  Jenkins  re- 
quires to  be  returned  shall  be  returned.  M^  Fell  will  then  pro- 
ceed to  Exeter,  Providence  and  Northmoreland  and  apply  to 
the  town  Clerks  of  those  Townships  for  every  Draught,  paper 
and  information  that  they  can  furnish  him  with,  relating  to 
those  Townships.  If  there  are  no  town  Clerks,  or  the  town 
(Klerks  cannot  be  found,  to  urge  the  necessity  of  calling  town 
meetings  as  soon  as  possible,  to  furnish  the  Commissioners  with 
the  means  ol  proceeding  in  the  investigation  of  title.  And,  gen- 
erally, to  procixre  all  possible  information,  &  to  instigate  the 
Inhabitants  to  apply  without  delay. 

Thomas  Cooper. 


The  Commissioners  to  D.  H.  Conyngham. 

Wilkesbarre,  May  27,  1802. 
M'.  D.  H.  Conyngham  : 

Sir :  We  have  considered  your  request  to  have  certificates 
issued  for  the  Land  releas^  to  the  State  by  yourself  and  (rentlm" 
conuecf*  with  you,  but  we  cannot  properly  in  our  opinion 
accede  to  your  wish. 

VK  Because  there  are  some  Difficulties  respecting  title,  affect^ 
most  of  the  released  Lands.  Which  on  a  communication  be- 
tween us  and  tiie  members  of  the  Board  of  Property,  they  have 
taken  time  to  consider;  the  illness  of  one  of  the  members  has 
hitherto  prevented    the  meeting  of  a  full  Board  on  the  Sub- 


COMMISSIONERS  OF  PENNSYLVAJilA.  473 

ject;  until  our  opinions  are  made  up  on  the  question  under 
consideration,  in  <Jonjunction  with  the  Gentlemen  at  Lancas- 
ter, we  cannot  think  of  issuing  any  certificates  for  Lands  liable 
to  questions,  not  yet  decided  upon. 

2^.  If  we  issue  certiticates  for  the  Lands  released  by  you,  We 
shall  be  soon  overwhelmed  by  similar  applications,  to  the  total 
interruption  of  all  the  rest  of  our  business.  If  we  begin  this, 
the  Surveys  must  stop,  for  both  together  cannot  proceed.  If 
we  refuse  to  others  what  we  give  up  to  you,  we  shall  be  justly 
accused  of  improper  partiality. 

3''.  We  propose  finishing  the  whole  Business  of  the  Commis- 
sion, in  respect  of  Surveys,tliis  Summer.  We  are  in  some  decree 
pledged  to  this,  if  it  be  possible.  If  we  commence  the  issuing 
of  Certiticates,  it  will  be  impossible,  and  the  State  will  be  put 
to  a  very  great  and  unnecessary  Expence  as  well  as  delay.  The 
Certiticates  are  properly  a  business  by  themselves,  that  ought 
to  be  conducted  at  once  without  interruption,  and  that  may 
most  properly  and  Conveniently  be  done  when  all  the  Surveys 
are  finished.  Nor  can  we  in  y-  case  compleat  your  Certificates 
if  we  were  so  inclined,  for  many  of  the  tracts  are  not  yet  fin- 
ished as  to  the  valuation  and  Survey. 

We  should  be  very  glad  to  accommodate  you  to  the  utmost 
of  our  power,  but  we  cannot  do  so  at  what  we  deem  a  sacrifice 
of  the  object  of  our  Commission  &  the  Interest  of  the  State. 
We  are  decided  to  commence  and  finish  the  issuing  of  Certifi- 
cates for  released  Lands  after  the  Surveys  are  c'osed,  and  not 
sooner.  ^  > 

We  are,  &". , 

Thomas  Cooper, 
JoHiN  Steele, 
William  Wilson. 


The  Commissioners  to  Willia?7i  Dean. 

Wilkesbarre,  May  28,  1802. 
M'.  William  Dean : 

Dear  Sir :  I  observe  an  application  to  the  Land  Office  to  re- 
lease a  tract  of  Land  in  the  Manor  of  Stoke,  called  "Hayes 
Choice  ;"  there  must  be  a  regular  release  to  the  Commonwealth, 
in  Consideration  of  the  Compensation  mentioned  in  the  Act 
of  April  4,  1791»,  "off'ering  Compensation.  &=. ,"  the  rest  of  the 
Deed  may  run  in  the  usual  way  ;  the  sooner  you  transmit  it  to 
the  Land  office  the  better.  Colonel  Home  is  here  yet.  We 
are  all  well. 

I  am.  Sir. 

Your  Friend  &  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper. 
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The  Comviissioners  to  D.  H.  Conynghain. 

Wilkesbarre.  May  28,  1802. 
M^  P.  H.  Conynghain  : 

Sir:  We  feel  .sensibly  for  your  situation  and  would  willingly 
remove  the  embarrassment  you  labour  under,  as  far  as  we  have 
the  power.  But  altho  many  of  our  valuations  are  made,  the 
calculations  have  been  so  laborious  that  we  do  not  think  it 
right  to  confide  in  them  in  the  P'  place  without  a  revision. 
This  we  cannot  undertake  now. 

That  you  have  released  much  valuable  Land,  for  which  you 
must  ultimately  be  repaid,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  Your  Cred- 
itors must  V)e  aware  of  this  and  must  know  too  that  it  is  a 
species  of  property  which  is  not  liable  to  depreciate  in  value. 
We  cannot  Yet  send  out  any  Official  valuation,  with  the  ac- 
curacy and  certainty  necessary  to  do  justice  to  the  Claimants, 
to  the  State,  or  to  ourselves  :  otherwise  we  would  do  so  in  your 
case.  We  are  sincerely  sorry  to  have  to  return  an  answer  that 
will  tend  to  y'.  disappointment,  but  we  cannot  avoid  it. 
We  are.  Sir, 

Thomas  Cooper, 
WiLiiiAM  Wilson. 


The  Coynmissioners  to  Mr.  Dejnuth. 

Wilkesbarre,  May  28,  1802. 
M'.  Demuth,  of  Lancaster  : 

Sir:  I  observe  an  application  from  you  to  the  Land  t)ffice, 
dated  Sep^  27,  1800,  to  release  some  Land  belonging  to  the 
representatives  of  M^  Lambkey,  deceased.  This  Application 
cannot  be  acted  upon,  unless  there  is  a  regular  release  to  the 
Commonwealth,  transmitted  to  the  Land  Office  before  the  1" 
day  of  August,  with  all  the  papers  and  documents  necessary 
to  substantiate  the  title;  you  will  proi)al)ly  procure  a  form  of 
release  by  applying  at  tlie  Secretary's  Office,  M'.  Ellicot's. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble   Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper. 


The  Commissioners  to  Daniel  3Iontgomery. 

Wilkesbarre,  May  28,  1802. 
Daniel  Montgomery,  Esq^,  "Danville:" 
Dear  Sir  :  It  is  necessarv  that  to  vour  release  of  Lands  to  the 
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State  there  should  be  annexed  an  oath  of  single  title,  which  I 
transmit  to  be  taken  and  subscribed  before  any  Magistrate. 
You  can  copy  it  and  send  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office. 
Oath  of  single  title  subjoined. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Secretary. 

Wilkesbarre,  May  28,  1803. 
Andrew  Ellicot,  Sec^^  I-and  Office,  Lancaster : 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  the  Submission  of 
Abraham  Bradley,  Jun'.,  N".  117.  The  first  parcel  sent  to  the 
Commissioners  appears  to  close  with  116,  and  the  second  to 
begin  with  118.  Probablj'  it  may  have  been  lost  before  our 
time.     Be  good  enough  to  send  it. 

I  send  you  two  Submissions,  transmitted  to  me  under  the 
Notion  that  we  had  power  to  receive  them.  I  have  received 
also  two  releases,  one  from  Enoch  Smith,  of  Sunbury,  of  Land 
formerly  owned  by  Samuel  Wallis,  deceased,  and  another  from 
M".  Samuel  M'^Clay,  but  1  returned  them,  requesting  they 
might  be  forwarded  to  you. 

I  herewith  send  you  a  List  of  Surveys  which  we  shall  want 
from  the  Surveyor  Greueral's  Office,  in  consequence  of  late  re- 
leases. I  should  l)e  glad  of  those  released  by  Enoch  Smith  as 
early  as  possible,  even  tho'  his  release  should  not  have  reached 
you,  for  Salem,  where  his  Lands  are  situate,  will  be  the  next 
township  we  shall  take.  His  release  is  executed,  and  I  should 
have  transmitted  it  to  you  myself,  only  that  he  had  forgotten 
the  Oath  of  single  title.  I  send  you  a  form  of  our  Certificate, 
which  I  fancy  comprizes  all  the  particulars  necessary  to  facili- 
tate the  examination  of  it  on  y''  part.  If  you  approve  it  let  me 
know. 

I  observe  an  application,  without  a  release,  of  Alex'.  Scott. 
Is  it  the  M'.  Scott  of  your  town,  or  my  former  neighbour 
upon  Shamokin  Island? 

I  remain.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  Friend  and  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper. 

Draughts  of  Survey  Wanted. 

Number  of  the  Application     141,  James  Shaw,  305|  Acres. 

1.335,  W.  Harrison,  318  Acres. 
3,309,  Ch".  Mike,  300  Acres, Gen'.  W. 
Helmes   also   menf*   in  the 
notice. 
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Number  of  the  Application     702,  J°.  Hammond,  309  Acres,  of 

Phoebe  Stewart. 
721,   Arch.    Stewart,     317     Acres 
below  the  Mouth  of  Tunck- 
hannock. 
721,   Arch.    Stewart,    352    Acres, 
Quere  if  this  number  is    a 
mistake? 
1,986,  Arch.  Stewart, 277,  Genl.  W. 
Helmes. 

Lots  on  Abraham' s  Plains. 

N°.  1,  4,  9,  20,  652,  Gen'.  W.  Helmes,  noticed  also  by  P.  Stew- 
art. 956,  John  Bowee,  300,  Contained  in  the  notice  of  Appli- 
cation of  Phoebe  Stewart;  adjoined  W.  Nicholson,  but  not 
claimed  in  General  Helmes  release. 

The  tracts  in  M^  Maelay's  release  we  have  Draughts  of 
Already.  AVilliam  Fisher,  Adaua  Beaver,  645.  132.  Perhaps 
M'.  Fisher  is  the  same  with  one  of  the  same  name  released  by 
W.  Wilson.  William  Webb,  314,  52  p.  The  3  last  released  by 
Enoch  and  Gayuor  Smith  and  wanted  soon. 


The  Commissioners  to  Enoch  Smith. 

Wilkesbarre,  May  28,  1802. 
M^  Enoch  Smith.  Sunbury : 

D'.  Sir :  I  return  you  the  Deeds,  because  it  is  necessary 
you  should  subscribe  an  oath  of  single  title,  which  I  have 
drawn  out  for  you.  as  you  will  see  by  looking  inside  your  Deed. 
Regularly  you  ought  to  transmit  the  whole  of  the  Documents 
that  constitute  the  chain  of  title  between  you  and  the  proprie- 
taries, viz.  Warrant,  return  of  Survey,  Order  of  Sale  at  Or- 
phan's Court  and  the  Administrator's  Deed  to  you.  A  naked 
Conveyance,  without  the  papers  on  which  your  title  is  founded, 
is  not  sufficient.  Do  all  this  &  send  it  olT  to  tne  Land  Office  as 
quick  as  possible,  because  we  shall  go  into  Salem  and  Hunting- 
don in  July. 

Thomas  Cooper. 

There  is  a  W™.  Fisher,  J'.,  reP  by  W.  Whitman,  on  the  waters 
of  Wapwanapane;  the  tract  is  in  Newport,  316  as.,  132  prs. 
Date  of  Warrant  21  Jan.,  1773;  Date  survey,  21  Nov.,  1773. 
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The  Commissioners  to  Samuel  Maclay. 

Wilkesbarre,  May  29th,  1802. 
Samuel  M^Claj',  Esq^,  Buffalo,  North'i  County: 

Dear  Sir  ;  The  sooner  you  get  the  enclosed  Deed  executed  and 
acknowledged,  before  a  Magistrate,  the  better.  It  should  be 
transmitted  early.  I  think  the  post  as  safe  a  conveyance  as 
any  ;  regularly  you  ought  also  to  transmit  the  Deed  Polls,  from 
Brown,  M<=Gill  and  Summers,  or  copies  of  them.  Also  the 
Conveyance  from  Shippen.  The  State  has  a  right  to  all  the 
Deeds  of  Conveyance  between  the  proprietaries  and  you  that 
are   or  ought  to  have  been  in  your  possession. 

We  shall  finish  all  the  Claims  and  Surveys  this  Season,  but 
the  Certificates  will  hardly  be  made  out  till  next. 
I  am,  as  usual, 

Your  sincere  Friend, 

Thomas  Cooper. 


The  Commissioners  to  Alexander  Scott. 

Wilkesbarre,  May  2kh,  1802. 
M'.  Alexander  Scott : 

Sir :  I  find  among  the  papers  transmitted  to  me  from  the 
Land  office,  an  application  in  the  name  of  Alex'.  Scott  to  re- 
lease certain  Lands  in  Luzerne  County.  Was  this  Application 
on  the  part  of  any  of  your  family?  If  so,  the  release  should  be 
made  out  and  regularly  executed  and  sent  to  the  Land  office. 

I  ain.  Sir,  &"=., 

Thomas  Cooper. 


The  Commissioners  to  Jamison  and  Beach. 

Wilkesbarre,  June  8,  1802. 
Mess".  Jamison  and  Beach  : 

Gentlemen :  In  answer  to  your  application,  respecting  the 
rights  in  the  township  of  Salem,  we  have  to  observe,  that  by 
the  act  of  4  April,  1799,  and  the  Supplement  thereto  of  the  last 
Session,  no  Connecticut  claimants  are  contemplated  as  strictly 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  those  Acts,  unless  they  derive  title  in 
Consequence  of  a  Settlement  actually  made  previous  to  the 
Decree  of  Trenton  ;  but  where  persons  coming  from  Connecti- 
cut, and  elsewhere,  were  called  to  assemble  together  and  quit 
their  particular  rights  for  the  purpose  of  defending  theCoimtrj' 
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against  the  common  Enemy,  such  persons  ought  to  be  consid- 
ered as  coming  within  the  reason  and  equity  of  the  Law,  pro- 
vided they  resorted  to  and  improved  their  respective  rights 
within  a  reasonable  time  after  the  Conclusion  of  hostilities  in 
the  Countrj'.  But  if  a  Person  claiming  a  right,  and  being 
called  away  for  comnaon  defence  depart  to  a  distant  Country, 
when  his  military  Service  is  over,  and  leaves  his  Land  aban- 
doned and  neglectetl  for  several  years,  this  would  seem  to  us  to 
amount  to  a  forfeiture  of  the  ciaijn,  and  deprive  the  person  so 
neglecting  of  any  right  to  be  considered  as  within  the  Equity 
of  the  Acts  of  Pennsylvania. 

Thomas  Cooper, 
Jn»  Steele, 

W"  WiLSOK. 


Answer  of  the  Comm' is  under  the  Act  of  April  4,  1799,  respect- 
ing the  Connecticut  Claimants  within  the  seventeen  to?vnships 
of  Luzerne  county,  to  the  questions  of  M''.  Searles,  a  Commit- 
tee from  the  town  of  Providence. 

Wilkesbarre,  June  9th,  1802. 

1.  The  Commissioners  cannot  accept  of  the  Surveys  of  Lots 
made  by  the  Inhabitants  themselves,  because  by  the  o""  Sec- 
tion of  the  act  aforesaid,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  Commis- 
sioners to  ascertain  and  value  the  Connecticut  Lots.  This 
must  be  done,  therefore,  by  themselves,  or  l)y  pei'sons  em- 
ployed by  and  responsible  to  the  Commissioners. 

2.  The  Commissioners  never  interfered  in  altering  any  old 
line  or  boundary,  unless  they  were  compelled  to  make  a  deci- 
sion respecting  a  contested  boundary  between  two  disputing 
claimants.  Whatever  the  Inhabitants  are  agreed  about  their 
Lines,  the  Commissioners  are  always  willing  to  cause  them  to 
be  run  accordingly. 

3''.  The  Commissioners  Conceive  themselves  bound  by  the  5"" 
Section  of  the  Law  in  question,  to  confine  their  views  to  those 
rightsand  lots  which  were  settled  prior  to  the  Decree  of  Trenton, 
unless  in  those  cases  when  the  Inhabitants,  being  obliged  to 
collect  together  to  defend  the  Country,  they  were  prevented 
from  settling  their  rights  in  distant  townships.  In  all  those 
cases,  if  the  rightf  were  settled  and  improved  within  some  rea- 
sonable time  after  the  danger  was  over,  the  Commissioners 
think  it  equitable  to  admit  such  Claimants. 

But  they  do  not  conceive  themselves  justified  in  extending 
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the  Equity  of  the  Law  to  persons  who  abandon  and  neglect 
their  rights  for  many  years  together,  and  who  begin  to  im- 
prove long  after  the  decision  of  Trenton  was  notorious.  The 
persons  who  took  possession  of  their  Land  before  the  Decree 
of  Trenton,  and  expended  their  time  and  labour,  and  all  iheir 
Sustenance,  in  cultivating  and  improving  it,  did  so  under  the 
impression  that  the  Event  of  trial  would  be  favorable  to  the 
Claim  of  Connecticut.  Such  improvers  of  the  Country,  who 
having  embarked  their  all,  would  be  ruined  by  being  driven 
off,  and  who  moreover  defended  the  Clountry  at  the  risk  of 
their  lives,  are  entitled  to  all  the  I^enefits  of  the  Law,  and  to 
be  quieted  in  their  possession  on  the  terms  offered.  But  the 
State  has  no  inducement  to  pass  a  law  in  favour  of  Connecticut 
Speculators,  who  never  era  barked  any  property  in  the  improve- 
ment or  defence  of  the  Country,  and  whose  loss  by  the  Decision 
of  Trenton  amount  only  to  a  few  Dollars  at  the  utmost. 

4.  Hence  the  rights  and  Lots,  contemplated  bv  the  Law,  are 
those  only  which  were  acquired  by  actual  Settlers  ther:;on, 
prior  to  the  Decree  of  Trenton,  and  whose  right  of  settling 
thereon  was  acquired  under  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Susquehanna  Company.  The  case  of  the  Settlers  called  off  to 
defend  the  Country  and  returning  within  a  reasocable  time, 
forms  an  equitable  exception,  already  noticed. 

5.  The  Claimant  will  be  expected  to  prove  their  title  down- 
ward, from  the  P'  Settler  in  the  original  Draught ;  where  Deeds 
are  not  produced,  it  will  he  required  that  a  record  should  be 
shown.  Where  Deeds  &  papers  are  lost,  oath  must  be  taken 
of  their  loss  or  destruction,  and  the  best  remaining  evidence 
be  brought  forward.  Where  Assignments  depend  upon  heir- 
ship, proof  of  the  heirs  of  the  deceased  will  be  demanded. 
Where  a  claim  is  under  a  Will,  the  probate  of  the  Wife  must 
be  shewn.  Where  the  Claim  is  under  an  order  of  Orphans' 
Court  in.  cases  of  Intestates,  the  i-ecord  of  that  order,  authen- 
ticated by  the  Register,  must  be  produced.  In  all  cases  the 
best  evidence  that  can  be  produced,  must  be  brought  forward. 

6.  Certificates  will  be  given  without  Delay  to  all  persons  mak- 
ing out  good  titles,  so  soon  as  their  Lots  are  surveyed,  and  a 
return  of  such  Survey  can  be  made  out  and  authenticated. 
Certificates  will  entitle  the  Holders  to  patents,  on  complying 
with  the  Conditions  of  payment  prescribed  by  the  act. 

Thomas  Cooper. 
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The  Commissioners  to  the  Secretary. 

Wilkesbarre,  June  21,  1803. 
Dear  Sir : 

I  send  you  the  Applications  of  Daniel  Gore,  Dan.  Hoyt  and 
Samuel  Allen,  having  the  means  of  transmitting  them  by  M^ 
Snowden  as  far  as  Harrisburgh.  I  have  made  a  memorandum 
on  the  back  of  Dan'.  Gore's.  I  take  no  note  of  Applications 
sent  here,  or  whicli  I  transmit  to  you,  because  I  have  nothing 
to  do  with  tiiem,  officially,  until  you  transmit  me  copies,  which 
of  course  you  will  do  at  your  earliest  Opportunity.  Did  you 
transmit  to  the  Survey.    Gen',  the  list  of  Surveys  wanted? 

]  am,  ii.". , 

Thomas  Coopbr. 


The  Commissioners  to  Mr.   Van  CortWTight. 

Wilkesbarre,  June  21,  1802. 
M'.  Van  Cortwright : 

Sir:  I  do  not  find  that  Numbers  36,  37  and  38,  which  I  pre- 
sume you  mean,  as  in  the  Manor  of  Stoke,  are  released.  But 
Philip  Johnston  did  not  acquire  these  by  any  original  agree- 
ment with  the  proprietors,  if  at  all.  3G,  37  &  38  are  in  the  names 
of  David,  Samuel  «&  James  Johnston.  Philip  Johnston  made 
his  original  agreement  for  H".  18.  It  will  be  a  matter  of  doubt 
whether  any  of  these  agreements  are  good,  if  the  purchase 
money  be  not  paid,  and  the  other  conditions  punctually  ful- 
filled ;  but  this  will  be  a  question  before  the  Board  of  Pro- 
perty, between  particular  Claimants  of  tracts  in  the  Manor, 
and  the  Agent  of  the  late  proprietors. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper. 


The  Commissioners  to  8.  Jackson. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  8,  1802. 
M'.  S.  Jackson  : 

Sir  :  I  shall  be  at  M^  Caleb  Wright's,  of  Huntingdon,  to  take 
the  Claims  of  Salem  and  Huntingdon  on  thw  20""  July,  1802. 
If  there  is  any  intent"  of  contest  the  actual  Settlm'  of  the 
Township  of  Salem,  I  shall  hear  any  Evidence  that  goes  to 
refute  that  part  of  the  Connecticut  title.  At  present  I  think 
myself  precluded  from  going  into  any  fact  relating  to  a  Penn- 
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sylvania  title,  or  making  a  part  of  it.  But  I  shall  he  open  to 
au3'thing  that  can  be  urged,  pro  oi-  con,  strictly  relating  to 
the  Conn'  title.     Judge  Fell  has  blank  Citations  Avith  liim. 

Thomas  Cooper. 


The  Commission  to  Ohadiah  Scott. 

WilKesbarre,  July  8,  1802. 
M^  Obadiah  Scott : 

Sir:  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  shall  attend  on  Tuesday, 
the  20th  of  July,  at  the  house  of  Caleb  Wrights  in  Hunting- 
don, to  receive  the  Connecticut  Claims  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
Salem  and  Huntingdon,  under  the  Act  of  April  4,  1799.  and 
the  last  Supplement  thereto;  probaV)ly  it  would  be  convenient 
to  the  Committee  of  Huntingdon  to  attend  toward  the  middle 
of  the  week,  as  it  is  expected  the  hearing  of  the  general  claim 
to  the  Township  of  Salena  may  occupy  a  day  or  two.  I  suggest 
this  merely  to  save  time  in  a  busy  part  of  the  Year.  As  to  my- 
self I  shall  attend  until  a  reasonable  time  is  expired  for  taking 
all  the  Claims. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  Friend  and  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper 


The  Commissioners  to  Jamison  and  Beach. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  8,  1802. 
Mess".  Nathan  Beach  and  Alexander  Jamison  : 

G-entlemen  :  As  you  are  appointed  a  Committee,  on  behalf 
of  the  town  of  Salem,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  I  shall  attend 
on  Tuesday,  July  20,  1802,  at  the  house  of  M^  Caleb  Wright, 
of  Huntingdon  township,  to  receive  the  claims  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  Salem  &  Huntingdon,  under  the  Act  of  4  April,  1799, 
and  the  further  Supplement  thereto. 

1  think  it  right  to  inform  you  that  I  shall  call  upon  the  Con- 
necticut Claimants  to  make  proof  of  Settlement  prior  to  the 
Decree  of  Trenton,  subject  to  the  limitations  I  have  already 
expressed  in  the  Letter  given  to  M'.  Beach.  If  the  truth  or 
sufficiency  of  that  proof  is  contested,  I  shall  think  myself  l)ound 
to  hear  any  Evidence  to  the  contrary,  and  any  reply  thereto 
Avhich  the  Inhabitants  may  think  fit  to  make.  I  deem  it  my 
duty  to  hear  everything  which  will  bring  out  the  truth. 
I  am,  &<=., 

Thomas  Cooper. 
31— Vol.  XVIII. 
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llie  Commissioiiern  to  the  iSecreiari/. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  8,   1802. 
AniiiGw  EUicot,   S.  Land  office  of  Pennsylvania: 

Dear  Sir:  I  should  have  written  in  reply  last  week,  but  I  ex- 
pected some  more  copies  of  applications  by  this  post,  in  which 
I  am  very  sorry  I  am  mistaken. 

Your  objection  to  the  Submissions  of  Tuttle  and  Vandemark 
might  perhaps  have  been  heard  in  a  Court  of  law,  if  made  by 
an  attorney  on  behalf  of  a  client  of  opposite  interest,  &  whose 
duty,  therefore,  it  would  be  to  seize  every  legal  objection  to 
save  his  Clients  property ;  but  I  am  well  persuaded  a  Court 
would  smile  at  two  advocates,  whose  interests  were  mutual,  if 
they  were  to  misspend  their  time  in  taking  objections  to  mere 
form  gainst  the  proceedings  of  each  other.  All  the  Effect  this 
solemn  deliberation  of  the  Board  of  Property  has  had  is  to 
make  tw^o  '^Id  Settlers,  turn'd  of  fifty  and  sincerely  desirous  of 
conforming  to  the  Law,  ride  30  miles,  with'-  understanding  why 
or  wherefore.  All  this  may  be  a  very  pleasant  exercise  of 
legal  acuteness  at  Lancaster, but  it  is  a  very  serious  evil  to  me. 
The  Gentlemen  of  your  Board  have  no  prejudices  to  encounter, 
no  murmurs  to  oppose,  no  complaints  to  answer,  no  opposition 
to  conciliate,  no  well-founded  doubts  among  the  people  to  reply 
to  and  remove.  All  this  most  irksome  and  vexatious  part  of 
the  Business  I  have  daily  <t  hourly  to  encounter,  and  most 
heartily  weary  I  am  of  it.  If  therefore  you  increase  all  the  diffi- 
culty of  settlement,  awaken  the  prejudices  and  suspicions  of  the 
people,  allowing  nothing  for  long  habits  &  ignorance  of  busi- 
ness, by  starting  objections  that  in  no  wise  go  to  the  Substance, 
but  to  the  mere  form  of  proceed?,  you  give  me  very  serious, 
but  very  needless  opposition,  in  a  Buty  which  requires  me  to 
ask  for  and  be  thankful  for  all  the  information  &  assistance  you 
can  afford  me.  I  know  that  your  construction  of  the  act  is 
nor  true.  I  drew  up  the  Supplement;  it  was  intended  to  in- 
troduce a  liberal  construction  of  the  law  oil  this  Subject.  Had 
such  cases  as  Vandemark's  and  Tuttle's  been  foreseen  they  w" 
have  been  inserted  ;  Altho'  I  blushed  at  the  necessity  of  writ- 
ing the  Section  to  bring  in  the  Submissions  that  arrived  out 
of  the  time.  The  Governor  thought  it  perfectly  unnecessary 
and  1  had  hoped  that  no  occasion  would  have  arisen  for  any 
similar  provision,  »o  disgraceful  to  those  who  created  the  nec- 
essity. 

But  if  the  objection  to  these  SuVnnissions  be  valid  then  are 
all  the  Submissions  from  7(i2  to  771  invalid  also;  for  they  are 
all  stated  to  be  made  under  the  law  of  1709,  which  in  respect  of 
limitation  of    time  is   expired.     Whereas  they  are  in  fact  all 


COMMISSIONERS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA.  483 

made  under  the  Suppleinent  of  1802,  now  in  force.  They  are 
stated,  therefore,  as  made  under  a  law  not  in  force,  instead  of 
being  under  the  only  act  that  authorizes  them  :  thus  might  we 
go  on  to  the  End  of  the  year,  quibbling  upon  mere  points  of 
form,  while  tlie  people  would  turn  away  disgusted,  and  the 
business  do  worse  than  stand  still.  But  1  shall  make  no  such 
objection,  &  I  am  sincerely  glad  it  cannot,  come  from  your 
Office,  for  the  mistake  originated  there  and  not  with  the  per- 
sons submitt^.  I  know  liow  easy  ir  is  to  commit  mistakes,  and 
how  easily  a  man  who  has  had  experience  of  them  in  himself 
can  now  and  then  excuse  them  in  others,  but  I  ask  for  no 
quarter  for  mine ;  all  I  beg  is,  be  indulgent  to  the  mistakes  of 
ignorance,  and  do  not  frighten  the  people  by  raising  trivial 
objections  to  their  well  meant  acts,  which  they  cannot  see 
the  reason  of;  nor  I  neither. 

I  have  received  no  answer  to  my  quere  about  Submission 
225,  respecting  Henry  Fuetz  and  Daniel  Gore.  I  have  not  re- 
ceived a  Copy  of  N".  117,  Whicli  I  never  have  seen,  and  which 
I  really  believe  was  omitted  lobe  sent.  But  whether  this  be 
so  or  not,  do  not  in  future  stop  my  Business  by  refusing  me 
paj)ers,  and  making  me  write  long  letters  in  reply.  If  you  have 
sent  them,  I  Avill  most  willingly  pay  your  Clerks,  on  being  sat- 
isfied that  it  is  so.  I  had  rather  pay  for  all  the  papers  over 
again,  out  of  my  own  pocket,  than  be  hindered  in  a  business 
wliich  I  have  set  my  heart  upon  finishing,  if  possible,  this  Sea- 
son-so far  as  I  am  concerned  in  it ;  and  I  say  without  Scruple, 
that  I  expect  the  assistance  of  your  office,  even  to  the  trouble 
of  a  Duplicate  or  tw^o,  if  by  accident  or  mistake  they  should 
be  rendered  necessary. 

I  shall  reply  to  the  observations  from  the  Surv.  Gen'.,  Con- 
tained in  your  last,  in  a  separate  Letter  to  him.  I  remain, 
with  sincere  respect, 

D^  Sir, 

Your  Friend  and  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper. 

With  the  Subm°  of  Grant,  I  send  you  a  Certificate  ;  he  tenders 
it  to  me  as  valid.  If  not  valid,  in  the  opinion  of  your  Board, 
he  relies  on  his  Submission. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Surveyor  General. 

Wilkesbarre.  July  10,  1803. 

Samuel  Cochran,  Esq^,    Surveyor  General : 

Sir:  In   my  last   to  the    Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  I   re- 
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quested  among  others,  copies  of  the  following,'  returns  of  Sur- 
vey : 
Application  N".  141,  SOl;^  a=.,  John  Shaw,  I  believe  Long  Bottom. 

John  Hammond. 

Arch'^   Stewart,  below  the  Mouth  of 
Tunkhannoek. 

no  name. 

The  above  are  contested  in  the  release  of  "\V"\  Helmes. 

956,  300,  John  Bourne,  contained  in  an  application  of  Phoebe 
Stewart,  but  not  released. 

William  Fisher,  Adam  Beaver,  by  William  Helmes,  042,  182 
perches.     W".  Webb,  314,  52  perches,  released  by  Enoch  Smith. 

When  T  wrote  last,  the  Absence  of  M^  Sam  bourne,  owing  to 
the  dangerous  illness  of  his  wife,  made  me  include  two  (2,335 
&  3,309)  which  we  have;  he  desires  me,  on  accurate  Search, 
to  say  that  we  have  not  received  any  of  the  above. 

But  whether  we  have  or  not,  I  earnestly  beg  and  request, 
that  I  may  be  made  debtor  for  every  Duplicate,  rather  than 
have  my  Business  delayed  for  want  of  papers  that  I  ask  for. 
Give  me  in  this  respect  the  same  privilege  that  any  one  else 
has.  So  in  the  case  of  Enoch  Smith  ;  whether  his  release  was 
sent  forward  or  not ;  if  I  wanted  the  Surveys,  why  not  send 
them  to  me?  In  fact  I  have  put  off  my  Journey  to  Salem  thro' 
press  of  Business  here  till  next  week,  otherwise  I  sh'*  have  found 
myself  on  Monday  next  in  the  midst  of  a  very  diflHcult  ques- 
tion, where  they  would  be  necessary  to  me.  If  I  ask  for  dupli- 
cates make  me  pay  for  them.  If  I  ask  for  any  other  Survey,  let 
me  judge  of  the  necessity  of  it.  I  beg  this  may  be  understood 
in  future,  or  I  shall  be  put  to  serious  inconvenience. 
I  am,  with  much  respect. 

Sir,  Your  obed'  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper. 


7Vie  Commissioners  to  the  Secretary. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  10,  1802. 
Andrew  Ellicot,  Sy.  Land  OfiQce  : 

Sir :  The  Enclosed  Applications  have  been  left  in  my  office  ; 
I  have  taken  no  note  of  their  Contents,  nor  of  any  precedents 
shewn  to  me,  because  I  do  not  want  to  know  anything  unless 
officially,    except  where  I  cannot  help  it. 

Thomas  Coopkr. 
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JJr.  Cooper  to  Uie  iSecretarij. 

Huntingdon,  July  2G,  1803. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  liave  lec' several  papers,  Submissions,  &''. ,  from  y'  office 
which  I  have  not  time  to  examine  at  present,  or  to  say  more 
about  than  to  acknowledge  generally.  Altho'  I  do  not  make 
the  objection  to  them  in  point  of  Law,  to  which  the  Copies 
transmitted  from  your  office  are  liable,  I  d,o  not  see  why 
they  might  not  liave  been  made  Conformable  to  the  originals, 
after  the  objection  was  noticed. 

I  observe  that  you  mention  having  sent  Bradley  s  Submis- 
sion for  the  3'^  time.  I  am  now  at  Wilkesbarre.  with  the  op- 
portunity of  Consulting  my  letters,  or  the  transmitted  papers, 
but  I  am  fully  persuaded,  that  it  is  not  so ;  For  I  have  learnt 
by  experience,  to  be  at  least  as  distrustful  of  the  accuracy  of 
your  Clerks,  as  of  my  own.  I  hope  the  Copies  transmitted 
clear  up  the  mistake  of  number,  which  I  wrote  about  in  Fuetz's 
and  Grores  Submission.  The  Application  of  Samuel  Franklin 
he  sends  by  this  post,  he  says  is  useless,  for  it  was  transmitted 
to  your  office  by  iNathan  Beach,  along  with  several  which  were 
left  there,  &  whereof  copies  are  transmitted.  What  order  do 
you  take  on  the  Certificate  of  Hamilton  Grant? 
1  am.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  Friend  and  Servant, 

Thomas  Coopbr. 


Mr.  Cooper  to  Mr.  Evan  Owen. 

Huntingdon,  July  26,  1802. 
Mr.  Evan  Owen : 

Sir:  I  have  perused  your  Letter,  and  have  nothing  to  say  in 
reply,  except  that  my  authority  is  confined  to  the  Connecticut 
title,  and  that  the  Pennsylvania  Claim  is  under  the  Jurisdic- 
tion in  the  fir&t  instance  of  the  Board  of  Property  with  whose 
proper  authority  I  shall  not  interfere.  The  Survey"^  under  the 
Direction  of  Gen'.  Steele  will  begin  upon  the  boundaries  of 
Salem  this  day,  and  there  i9  no  doubt  but  the  Commissioners 
who  superintend  the  surveying  department  will  hear  every- 
thing necesary  to  enable  tliem  to  do  justice.     I  am,  &<'., 

Thomas  Coopkr. 
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Mr.  Cooper  to  Daniel  tSniitlt. 

Wilkesbarre,  August  20,  1802. 
Diiniel  Smith,  Esq'.  : 

J)ear  Sir:  The  Ishinus  oj)posite  Salem,  are  iuchided  in  the 
orifjinal  Grant  of  Salem,  land  aid  out  partly  as  public  Lots, 
and  partly  drawn  by  Tsathau  Beach  ;  the  Islands  opposite  i-*ly- 
mouth  are  claimed  as  lors  ori<^inally  laid  out  and  drawn  among 
the  Lots  of  Pymouth,  and  owned  by  Benjamin  ami  Baker. 
But  no  satisfactory  title  has  been  made  out  to  these  Lots;  last 
year  they  were  rejected  on  the  ground  of  their  not  having  been 
released  ;  at  present  tiie  title  is  undivided,  till  I  can  examine 
the  original  records  of  tlie  Grants  of  Townships  in  John  Frank- 
lin s  possession.    1  have  appointed  next  month  for  that,  purpose. 

The  same  defect  (then  temporary  at  least)  rests  as  to  the 
Kingston  Island,  antl  the  "\Vilkesl)arre  Island  :  to  this  Putnam 
Catlin  lias  a  good  title  if  the  Island  be  included  in  the  original 
Grant  of  the  township.  On  this  head  I  can  as  yet  give  no  de- 
cisive information  or  opinion.  The  small  Island  below  Laca- 
waana  called  Benedicts  Island  is  claimed,  and  a  title  made 
good  thereto,  by  J.  Benedict,  as  part  of  a  meadow  lot  in  Pitts- 
town  ;  but  I  have  no  proof  as  yet  of  its  having  been  granted. 

The  other  Island,  called  Scovell's  Island,  is  in  dispute  be- 
tween Scovell  and  John  Carey,  as  to  one  half  of  it  next  the 
Shore  ;  the  other  half  is  claimed  by  Roger  Searle  ;  but  no  title 
made  out  to  any  part  of  it.    • 

Thomas  Coopkk. 


M'.  Cooper's  Compliments  to  M'.  Bowman,  and  wishes  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Bar  would  come  to  some  determination 
resp'tg  the  Appeals,  as  it  is  highly  expedient  in  M^  C'  opinion 
that  the  business  should  be  put  in  a  train  of  final  Settlement. 
M^  Cooper  is  willing  either  to  leave  the  question  to  the  At- 
torney General,  or  to  hold  the  Applications  for  Appeals  under 
advisement  until  next  April  Court,  provided  the  Gentlemen 
of  the  Bar  will  unanimously  agree  to  withdraw  the  Appeals 
they  are  or  may  be  concerned  in,  and  try  them  absolutelv  be- 
fore the  Commissioners,  either  soon  after  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral's opinion  is  known  in  one  case,  or  at  next  April  Court  in 
the  other  case;  if  no  alteration,  legislative  or  judicial,  should 
take  plase  in  tlie  present  State  of  the  Law.  Unless  some  agree- 
ment ftf  this  kind,  entered  into  by  to  morrow.  M'.  Cooper  will 
think  it  right  to  advertise  his  opinion  in  next  Saturday's  paper, 
ami  advise  the  parties  desirous  of  trying  to  enter  a  discontinu- 
ance on  the  Comi::on  Pleas  Docket.     Sep^  2,  11502. 
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Mr.   Cooper  to  Governor  McKean. 

Norrhumberland,  October  30,  1802. 
To  his  Excellency  Thomas  M'^Kean,  Governor,  i:*". , 

T)Har  Sir  :  I  returned  to  Wilkesbarre  on  Saturday  last,  hav- 
ing finished  all  the  substantial  part  of  my  Tour  of  Duty  under 
the  Commission.  Every  claim  of  every  Connecticut  claimant 
under  the  Law  of  1799,  and  the  Supplements  thereto,  has  been 
examined  and  decided  upon,  except  the  cases  of  Townships  re- 
jected, and  Appeals  from  my  Jurisdiction. 

The  Townships  of  Bedford  and  Ulster  were  not  able  to  make 
out  a  title  to  my  satisfaction,  under  the  Susqueh"  Company, 
and  the  law  of  1799.  I  rejected  therefore  every  applicant 
within  those  Townships.  The  case  of  Ulster  I  was  very  sorry 
for,  as  the  applicants  there  deserve  far  more  for  their  Submis- 
sion to  the  terms  of  the  Law  of  1799  than  in  any  other  Town- 
ship. Ulster  is  the  very  focus  of  opposition,  and  the  applicants 
have  had  to  encounter  much  rancour  and  ridicule  from  their 
opponents.  In  Ulster  live  Franklin,  the  Satterlees,  the 
Spaldings,  the  Binghams,  and  all  the  decided  and  leading  ciiar- 
acters  among  the  half-share  men  In  that  Township,  and  there 
alone  will  opposition  rise,  if  at  all. 

Of  the  persons  who  have  applied  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Law 
of  1799  (about  950),  the  proportion  of  y^ths,  as  near  as  I  can 
now  conjecture,  have  exhibited  their  titles.  Of  these  there 
are  16  appeals  to  the  court  of  Common  pleas.  These  appeals 
that  Court,  in  August  last,  determined  they  had  no  power  to 
try,  owing  to  the  disabilities  created  by  the  territorial  act;  so 
that  unless  the  succeeding  legislature  should  makesome  amend- 
ment to  the  Law  in  this  respect,  I  must  perforce  decide  them 
in  May  next.  My  Colleagues  have  not  been  able  to  make  the 
same  progress  in  their  Department,  as  I  have  La  mine,  owing 
to  the  very  many  subdivisions  of  JiOts,  disputed  Boundaries, 
marks  effaced,  &<".  The  Townships  of  Braintrim,  Springfield 
and  Claverick  will,  I  am  persuaded,  occupy  them  a  part  of 
next  Summer,  and  the  winding  up  of  the  whole  Cannot  be  done 
till  the  close  of  it.  I  see,  however,  no  obstacle  to  our  enabling 
you  to  lay  before  the  Legislature  of  xlM  ^  view  of  the  whole 
business  in  a  finished  State. 

On  my  part  I  shall  have  yet  to  superintend  l'^  the  Entering 
up  the  rough  minutes  of  this  Summer's  occupation  in  a  State 
fit  for  future  inspection  and  reference.  S""*',  to  decide  the 
Appl°%  if  the  territorial  act  be  not  altered.  3'^'-'^,  to  perfect  the 
Entries  of  title,  where  want  of  distant  Deeds  and  Documents, 
yet  to  be  procured,  have  occasioned  trifling  deficiencies,  and 
4"'''^,  to  make  out  the  Certificates,  both  under  the  Connecticut 
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anil  tlie  Pennsylvania  title.  These  may  amount  to  8o0  and 
1,000.  As  there  must  be  a  Draught  of  Survey  annexed  to 
each,  under  the  authority  of  my  Colleagues,  who  have  spared 
no  pains  to  arrive  at  accuracy,  and  also  a  duplicate  Draught 
to  be  returned  to  the  (Surveyor  General's  Office,  much  labour 
must  yet  be  taken. 

I  have  found  a  very  general  and  great  anxiety  among  the 
Connecticut  Claimants,  throughout  all  the  Townships,  who 
by  mistake,  misconception,  ignorance  or  accident,  have  been 
deprived  or  defeated  of  the  benefits  of  the  law  of  1799,  to  sub- 
mit chearfully  to  the  conditions  offered  by  the  Ijegislature ; 
And  I  am  i)ersuaded  that  all  those  who  have  been  misled  by 
false  misrepresentations  in  the  upper  Townships,  will  express 
by  petitions  to  that  purpose,  to  the  ensuing  Jjegislature,  tlieir 
anxious  desire  to  be  embraced  within  the  provisions  of  the  Law 
of  1799.  They  now  see  that  something  will  be  done,  and  that 
the  law  will  be  carried  into  effect,  and  that  the  pretended 
friends  among  the  half  share  holders  have  grossly  deceived 
them.  Whether  the  Legislature  should  agree  or  not  to  the 
prayer  of  such  petitions,  if  they  come  forward,  these  Symptoms 
of  returning  obedience,  satisfactory  testimonies  of  beneficial 
Effect  from  the  measures  hitherto  taken. 

I  state  to  your  Excellency  these  general  facts,  that  you  may 
select  from  them  such  information  as  you  deem  proper  to  men- 
tion at  the  ensuing  Session. 

I  propose  submitting  to  your  Excellency  shortly,  a  more  full 
and  particular  memoir  on  the  general  state  of  this  dispute  in- 
cluding observations  on  the  policy  to  be  adopted  so  far  as  my 
experience  among  these  people  ha.s  suggested  ideas  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  hope  ahso  to  find  time  to  transmit  some  thoughts  on  the 
commercial  Situation  of  that  part  of  the  Countrj',  in  connec- 
tion with  Philadelphia,  which  as  I  know  your  anxiety  to  pro- 
mote the  interests  and  happiness  of  the  State  over  which  you 
preside,  I  shall  venture  to  submit,  with  great  deference  to 
your  better  Judgment. 

In  the  meantime,   I  remain,  wnth  sincere  respect, 
Your  Excellency's 

Obliged  Friend  &  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper. 


3Ir.   Cooper  to  Gorernor  McKean. 

Wilkesbarre,  ^November  lo,  1802. 
Sir :  When   I  wrote  last  to  y^  Excellency,    I    promised    some 
farther  information  on  the  present  State  of  the  Business  under 
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the  Commission,  and  some  observations  on  the  most  expedient 
method  of  finishing  the  half  share  controversy,  as  well  as  that 
within  the  Townships.  In  compliance  with  that  promise,  I 
he^  leave  to  state  general  facts,  from  which  y  Excellency  will 
be  able  to  draw  conclusions  of  importance  as  to  the  obstacles 
which  the  State  has  to  contend  with  in  the  Settlement  of  this 
long  continued  dispute.  The  taxable  inhabitants  of  Luzerne 
County  in  1793,  1,409;  The  returns  of  the  late  Census  make 
them,  2,395;  Hence  the  increase  of  the  County  in  seven  years 
will  be  98G. 

This  will  not  allow  for  a  very  great  influx  of  Intruders,  since 
it  is  not  more  than  the  average  increase  throughout  the  State 
between  the  two  periods  of  Census. 

The  largest  Election  in  this  County  was  at  the  time  of  the 
Contest  between  your  Excellency  and  M^  Ross  ;  at  that  time 
you  had  259  votes  and  Ross  979,  making  1,238.  This  year  Ross 
had  680  and  you  had  278,  making  958.  Hence  it  appears  that 
whether  from  Indifference,  or  from  a  population  too  thinly 
planted,  the  inhabitants  of  this  County  turn  out  on  public  oc- 
casions less  than  the  other  Counties  of  this  State  ;  or  else  the 
real  population  is  overrated. 

Of  this  958  you  "will  find  by  the  inclosed  paper  that  the  Dis- 
tricts of  Wyalusing.Wysox.  Tioga,Willingboroughand  Rindaw, 
in  which  alone  there  is  the  slightest  chance  of  any  active  op- 
position to  the  laws  of  the  State,  furnished  308  voters  ;  of  whom 
106  are  applicants  under  the  present  law,  and  therefore  rea- 
sonably to  be  deducted  from  the  number  of  our  opponents. 
Hence  I  cannot  be  far  wrong,  when  I  state  the  utmost  force 
of  the  wild  Yankees,  as  they  are  called,  at  200  men.  These  are 
for  the  most  part  poorand  ignorant,  but  industrious.  Settlers, 
thinly  scattered  over  a  wild  Country,  incited  and  misled  by 
about  half  a  Dozen  Leaders,  living  chiefly  in  the  township  of 
Ulster,  viz:  Franklin,  Satterlee,  Spalding,  Bingham,  Flower, 
Kingsbury,  John  Jenkins  of  Exeter,  and  Ezekiel  Hyde,  of 
Willingborough.  In  fact  all  the  active  opposition  is  confined 
to  3  or  4  miles  above  and  so  much  below  Tioga  Point  and  about 
a  dozen  miles  East  and  West  of  it. 

William  Ellis,  of  Muncy,  went  this  Summer  to  survey  in  that 
Country;  he  was  warned  by  the  Yankee  Settlers  to  discontinue 
his  Survevs,  and  he  was  obliged  to  retire.  The  })eople  who  op- 
posed him  were  all  north  of  Sugar  creek,  which  empties  into 
the  Susquehanna  at  the  north  End  of  Claverack  township. 
South  of  Sugar  creek  and  upon  Tawanda  he  was  assisted  by 
the  Settlers.  M^  Catlin,  of  Baltimore,  also  went  out  this 
Summer  to  Survey  upon  the  Branches  of  Sugar  creek.  The 
Settlers  in   Smithfield   township  sent  a  party  to  Avarn  him  to 
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desist,  tho'  they  did  not  find  him.  lour  Excellency  will,  there- 
fore, see  that  there  stiJ]  exists  a  spirit  of  lawless  opposition  in 
the  Neighborhood  of  the  men  whose  names  1  have  mentioned, 
And  as  I  think,  no  where  else  of  any  consequence. 

That  my  Statement  of  the  numbers  cannot  be  very  wide  of 
the  truth  (tho'  I  am  persuaded  I  have  over  rated  the  force)  will 
appear  from  the  general  fa".t  that  the  Applications  under  the 
present  compromising  law  amount  to  1,124,  or  about  1.000  per- 
sons of  the  Seventeen  Townships  so  called.  1  have  been  com- 
pelled to  reject  Ulster  and  Bedford,  wherein  the  Applications 
were  33  and  58,  so  that  I  have  not  examined  any  of  these 
claims.  Out  of  the  other  V)  Townships,  I  have  gone  thro'  the 
various  titles  of  740  persons  to  the  present  day  ;  absentees,  de- 
ficient titles,  &'.,  will  prolmbly  make  up  the  number  of  per- 
sons entitled  to  a  Certificate  800  before  the  business  is  closed. 
Hence  the  Connecticut  Settlers,  about  800  influential  men,  will 
be  divided  from  the  Malcontents,  and  in  case  of  necessity  be 
compelled  to  act  with  us  ;  for  whatever  their  opinions  may  be, 
they  will  follow  their  Interest.  Deduct  then,  from  the  whole 
number  of  Inhabitants,  the  friends  to  the  compromising  law, 
and  the  Settlers  under  Pennsylvania  title  disputsd.  thro'  the 
County  &  the  remainder  cannot  be  many. 

We  shall  be  safe,  therefore,  from  the  above  data  in  taking 
the  utmost  force  of  our  opponents  at  200,  of  whom  I  have  no 
conception  that  one  half  can  possibly  be  brought  to  act  to- 
gether. Except  John  Jenkins  and  Ezekiel  Hyde,  the  leaders 
live  near  each  other,  with  establishments  and  families,  and  in 
case  of  necessity  might  easily  be  reduced. 

I  mention  all  this,  because  I  lived  in  the  heart  of  the  opposi- 
tion (in  the  Township  of  Ulster)  and  know  pretty  well  their 
Intentions.  Our  success  with  the  people  in  the  Townships 
below,  alarmed  the  half  Share  men  ;  they  held  two  meetings 
on  the  Subject  while  I  was  there  ;  and  some  of  the  more  intelli- 
gent of  the  Connecticut  Claimants  in  that  quarter  hinted  to 
me  their  doubt  whether  Ulster  township  would  be  peacably 
surveyed.  It  is  mv  decided  opinion,  therefore,  that  if  any 
violent  mesaures  are  adopted  now,  force  will  be  necessary  ; 
wait  a  12  month  longer  and  it  will  not.  My  reasons  for  this 
latter  opinion  are  as  follows  : 

1".  The  friends  of  the  compromising  law,  proposed  Rosewell 
Welles  for  the  Assembly.  They  were  ridiouiously  afraid  of 
opposing  Franklin,  whom  they  now  see  they  could  easily  have 
excluded.  The  half  share  men  agreed  ;  for  they  had  persuaded 
themselves,  and  persuaded  the  people  in  the  upper  townships, 
that  the  law  of  1799  was  a  farce  ;  that  the  Commissioners  would 
ngver  venture    far    beyond    Wilkesbarre ;    that    the    Settlers 
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would  never  make  out  their  titles,  arul  that  our  proceedings 
would  do  theiu  no  liarm.  On  my  arrival  at  Springfield  they 
had  a  meeting,  and  anotlier  when  I  came  to  Ulster  ;  they  broke 
through  their  <Jompromise  with  Welles'  friends;  they  dis- 
patched Messengers  all  over  the  Country  to  set  up  Jenkins  in 
opposition  to  Welles,  and  strained  every  nerve  toaccomplisli  it. 
This  has  nearly  brought  the  two  parties  to  an  open  rupture  ; 
their  laaders  have  had  personal  altercations,  and  the  friends 
to  the  law  of  1799  are  stigmatized  as  deserters  from  the  common 
cause.  While  in  their  turn  they  declare  tliat  the  half  share 
leaders  are  no  longer  to  be  trusted  upon  their  word  and  prom- 
ise. The  party  is  splitting  and  the  Breach  will  not  close.  2'^'-'. 
In  Ulster  there  are  ?>3  Settlers  who  have  been  bold  enough  to 
apply  under  the  law  of  1799;  for  whose  sake  1  was  sincerely 
sorry  tliat  the  Evidence  failed  in  establishing  that  township. 
AVhile  I  was  there  I  was  given  to  understand  that  many  more 
would  have  applied,  had  they  thought  they  could  have  been 
admitted,  in  spite  of  Franklin  and  his  party. 

Among  these  I  have  understood  was  Bingham  one  of  the 
most  determined  of  their  leaders.  They  will  petition  the  en- 
suing legislature,  and  I  sincerely  believe  that  granting  them 
the  same  indulgence  that  has  been  granted  to  the  other  Town- 
ships will  settle  the  dispute.  It  will  be  beating  up  the  Enemy's 
camp. 

3"^'^  The  people  in  the  upper  townships  who  were  misled  and 
deterred  from  applying  by  the  misrepresentations  of  the  Ulster 
half  share  men,  are  exasperated  at  being  deceived,  And  many 
of  them  have  applied  tome  to  draw  up  a  petition  to  the  en- 
suing Assembly.  This  I  have  done  in  the  manner  you  will  see 
by  the  enclosed  printed  copy. 

4.  The  half  share  men  themselves  are  splitting  and  Ezekiel 
Hyde,  an  influential  man  among  them,  is  about  calling  a  meet- 
ing to  apply  again  to  the  Pennsylvania  Holders  and  offer  rea- 
sonable terms  of  purchase,  independent  of  Franklin  and  his 
Adherents,  whom  they  now  pretend  to  condemn  for  their  im- 
proper violence,  and  the  unreasonableness  of  their  Demands. 

So  that  I  see  everything  likely  to  go  on  during  the  present 
winter  and  the  ensuing  Summer,  to  annihilate  or  to  reduce  to 
insignificance  the  half  share  opposition,  &  if  the  Legislature 
will  lend  a  little  assistance,  by  continuing  for  another  12  month 
the  plan  of  conciliation,  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  force  may 
be  done  away. 

But  if  the  business  be  not  aided  by  a  little  management  in 
the  way  I  mention  so  as  to  countenance  the  Seceders  from  the 
half  .share  men,  instead  of  throwing  them  back  upon  their 
party,  I  am  satisfied  that  more  than  a  Year  from  the  end  of 
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tlie  next  Session  ouglit.  not  to  pass  away  without  a  force  ap- 
pointed sufficient  to  crush  at  once  every  op[X)sition,  and  drive 
the  half  share  leaders  forever  out  of  tlie  State.  The  lialf 
measures  of  dividing  the  County  will  not  in  niy  opinion  answer 
the  purpose.  Like  many  other  laws  passed  on  tliis  Subject  it 
will  exasperate,  but  not  intimidate.  My  Colleagues,  I  believe, 
think  otherwise.  But  I  do  not  see  that  changing  the  name  of 
the  County  in  Avhich  these  people  hve  can  make  any  dilTerence. 
Thev  will  still  have  the  same  Inducements  to  hold  their  posses- 
sions in  opposition  to  the  law,  and  nothing  but  address  in  divid- 
ing them,  or  force  in  compelling  them,  Avill  ultimately  be  ef- 
fectual. 

Indeed  I  know  of  no  Avay  of  making  the  County  of  Ijuzerne 
permanently  useful  to  the  State  but  by  encouraging  New  Eng 
land  Settlers  under  the  Pennsylvania  title.  The  Pennsylva- 
nians  will  never  settle  such  a  country.  The  Philad"  Land- 
holders who  are  infatuated  as  to  the  value  of  th"'  Lands,  may 
induce  the  Legislature  to  make  the  Country  a  desart  &  keep 
it  so;  but  less  time,  less  trouble,  and  less  Ex  pence  W^.  make  it  a 
Garden.  Yet  if  measures  of  conciliation  do  not  produce  the 
Effect  within  a  12  m".  better,  it  were  that  the  Country  should 
be  a  Desart  than  a  continual  hot  bed  of  lawless  opposition  and 
Insurrection.  But  I  sadly  begrudge  such  an  exertion  for  the 
sake  of  the  P^  Speculators.  They  have  little  claim  upon  the 
State,  for,  independent  of  the  speculating  transactions  of  1792 
and  1793,  out  of  upwards  of  750  applications  of  17U9  in  this 
County,  not  more  than  104  are  patented  or  paid  for. 

As  my  Colleagues  see  all  my  Communications  with  y'  Excel- 
lency, the  facts  I  fitate  may  be  considered  as  our  joint  report. 
I  shall  endeavour  to  fulfil  the  other  part  of  my  promise  upon 
the  internal  communication  for  Commerce  in  this  part  of  the 
State,  as  soon  as  I  can  lay  together  such  parts  of  Pennsylvania 
and  New  York  States  as  are  necessary  to  shew  the  Connection. 
In  mean  time,  I  remain, 
Your  Excelleny  s  faithful  Friend  and  Servant, 

Thomas  Coopku. 


Mr.   Cooper  to  Goctrtior  McKean. 

Northumberland,  January  IS,  180.3. 
To  his  Excellency  Tho\  McKean.  Governor  of  Pennsylvania  : 

D.ear  Sir:  I  have  received  a  letter  from  Judge  Fell  respect- 
ing a  disturbance  at  Wyalusing  Creek,  out  of  the  17  townships, 
of  which  as  usual  more  will  be  made  than  the  thing  deserves. 
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tho"  it  is  bad  enough.  The  situation  of  the  disturbance  is  at 
the  Forks  of  the  creek  in  the  Yankee  township  called  Aliens- 
borough,  as  marked  on  the  map  whicli  I  transmitted  to  your 
Excellency  some  time  ago.  It  arose  from  a  Drunken  Christ- 
mas frolic,  and  from  private  revenge  against  Hinds  as  well  as 
from  irritation  at  his  informing  against  so  many.  You  have 
heard,  of  course,  that  the  Sheriff  and  Coroner,  unattended, 
took  0  in  custody  without  resistance,  and  made  them  find  se- 
curity for  their  Associates  to  the  number  of  88.  I  went  to 
SunV)ury  to  M"".  Roberts,  who  acts  as  Attorney  General,  &  I  sent 
up  to  M''.  Daniel  Smith,  of  Milton,  who  is  employed  (or  was 
so)  by  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants.  But  M'.  Roberts  is  seri- 
ously ill  of  a  cold,  and  his  wife  is  expected  every  hour  to  be 
brought  to  bed ;  he  sent  up  to  M'.  Bowman,  of  Wilkesbarre, 
indictments  founded  on  the  Depositions,  with  directions  if 
necessary  to  remove  the  cases  by  Certiorari  into  the  Circuit 
(Jourt. 

As  to  M^  Smith  he  expects  no  remuneration  from  his  Clients, 
and  as  the  roads  are  very  bad  he  declined  going.  However  as 
Judge  Rush  will  not  be  there,  nothing  is  now  neecssary  but  to 
send  up  the  Bills,  and  bind  over  the  parties  and  Witnesses  to 
the  next  Court.  It  is  worth  remarking  that  this  riot  is  on  a 
Settlement,  whicli  I  understand  is  governed  by  E.  Hyde  in  a 
great  measure,  and  a  Jabez  Hyde  is  at  the  head  of  the  meet- 
ing. But  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  this  is  nothing  more  than 
a  mere  local  disturbance,  an  Ebullition  of  anger  owing  to  the 
fumes  of  Liquor  more  than  to  any  permanent  or  systematic  op- 
position, of  which  kind  nothing  yet  has  occurred,  and  I  am 
pretty  sure  I  shall  soon  hear  of  it,  if  any  thing  of  the  kind  is  in 
agitation. 

I  think  from  my  Communications  to  your  Excellency,  it  will 
appear  that  I  am  sincerely  anxious  at  all  events  to  get  rid  of 
this  unpleasant  Business;  my  opinion  is  decided,  that  altho' 
it  may  be  prudent  for  the  Legislature  to  enable  your  Excellency 
to  raise  a  part  of  the  militia,  and  employ  them,  if  you  see  oc- 
casion, yet  the  actual  employment  of  them  till  the  issuing  of 
Certificates  to  the  Claimants  under  the  law  of  1799  are  com- 
pletely detached  from  the  half  share  men,  would  be  imprudent 
and  premature.  The  instant  Certificates  are  given  out  in  the 
townships  and  a  few  patents  are  obtained,  there  will  be  a  de- 
cided opposition  of  interestand  of  Conduct  between  the  two  sets 
of  Connecticut  Claimants,  and  I  should  not  doubt  at  all  but 
the  people  in  the  townships  would  be  effectual  to  quell  any 
disturbance  out  of  it.  These  Symptoms  of  irritation  among 
the  half  share  holders  are  manifestly  owing  to  their  feeling 
themselves  directed  by  the  other  class.     The  next  Season  must 


494  LETTERS  FROM  THE 

and  will  finish  this  business,  and  then,  as  I  have  said  before, 
I  should  have  no  objection  to  see  every  intruder  turned  out 
by  force  and  prohibited  from  any  future  entrance  into  this 
State,  iio  Penns'^  Claimant  would  be  the  advocate  of  more 
decided  measures  than  myself,  but  I  cannot  be  move  satisfied 
of  my  Existence  than  of  the  prudence  of  my  present  and  former 
representations. 

I  am  sorry  to  see  in  the  Lej^islature  the  imprudent  pressure 
of  the  business  against  Franklin.  It  is  a  disgrace  to  the  Leg- 
islature that  he  remains  in  his  seat,  but  as  yet  there  is  no  con- 
viction, and  it  furnishes  reason  for  Cavil  wiien  ])roceedings  are 
thus  premature  ;  till  the  next  Circuit  Court  judgment  can  be 
passed,  &  even  then  he  has  his  4  days  to  move  for  a  new  trial 
or  in  arrest  of  Judgment.  These  are  circumstances  that  evi- 
dently furnish  objections  to  the  proceedings  in  the  Legislature. 
My  former  letters  give  your  Excellency  my  Ideas  of  the  dan- 
gerous influence  of  this  Man  ;  nor  should  any  legal  or  technical 
objections  prevent  me  from  expelling  him  and  his  Associates, 
whom  I  have  named  out  of  the  State  th6  instant  the  township 
business  was  settled  :  but  we  should  furnish  as  yet  no  good 
grounds  for  objections  against  the  fairness  of  our  Legislative 
proceedings. 

I  understand  that  the  house  is  going  to  alter  the  last  law 
on  this  business,  l)y  declaring  long  settled  Pennsylvania  tracts 
within  the  Townships  not  subject  to  the  provisions  of  that 
Supplement.  ,  If  so,  they  will  legislate  about  nothing,  for  there 
will  not  be  a  case  in  all  the  Townships  to  which  such  a  Law 
can  apply.  There  are  no  cases  except  the  following  that  can 
suggest  such  a  I^aw  : 

1.  On  Wyalusing  Creek  a  part  of  the  Grant  to  Jol>  Chilloway, 
the  Indian,  was  purchased  by  a  M'.  Paulding.  His  Sons  are 
now  settled  on  the  part  so  purchased,  and  there  has  for  years 
been  full  acquiescence  on  the  part  of  the  Connecticut  Claim- 
ants, and  no  pretence  of  title  to  Paulding's  land  set  up  before  me. 

2.  In  Salem,  there  is  a  tract  of  Land  settled  by  the  Assignee 
of  Lee,  who  keeps  the  Ferry  about  17  miles  on  this  side  of 
Wilkesbarre,  and  which  is  claimed  by  the  Connecticut  owners 
of  Lots.  The  present  possessor  under  Lee  came  to  me  to  ex- 
hibit his  title.  I  asked  hiin,  do  "  vou  claim  under  the  Susque- 
"hanna  Company?"'  "No."  Then  I  replied,  "  I  have  nothingto 
"do  with  your  title,  whether  it  be  good,  bad,  or  indifferent ; 
"my  Jurisdiction  extends  no  farther  than  the  investigation 
"of  Connecticut  titles  and  disputes  between  Connecticut  claim. 

'ants."  But  without  caring  whether  this  man's  title  was  good 
or  bad,  I  have  rejected  the  (Connecticut  title  to  the  same  Land, 
upon  the  ground  that  the  claimants  under  the  Susquehanna 
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Company  took  no  measures  to  dispossess  this  man  for  near 
twentj-  years;  that  tliey  did  not  pursue  their  claim  by  imy  of 
the  means  in  their  power,  and  that  their  acquiescence  in  this 
man's  improvements,  vvitliout  taking  any  regular  steps  to 
ascertain  their  rights,  debarred  them  from  any  claim  now; 
that  keeping  their  claim  substantiallydormanrsoiong  amounts 
to  legal  fraud.  That  this  is  a<.'reeable  to  the  course  of  deci- 
sions in  this  County  on  dormant  titles,  &  the  Dictum  of  Lord 
Mansfield,  as  reported  by  Judge  Lawrence  in  Rex  v\  the  In- 
habitants of  Butterton,  G  term  Rep.  G.jG.  If  the  present  p<<s- 
sessor  has  a,  good  title,  of  which  I  know  nothmg,  the  Land  will 
belong  to  him,  and  if  not,  it  will  belong  to  the  State. 

3'.  In  the  same  township  of  Sa,lem  is  a  tract,  long  settled  by 
one  Smithers,  which  I  believe  wMll  come  under  the  same  cir- 
cumstances, and  be  decided  in  the  same  way. 

4'^  In  Salem  is  another  tract,  adjoining  the  Town  of  Berwick, 
originally  taken  out  in  the  name  of  William  Patterson,  and 
belonging,  as  I  understand,  to  some  person  in  England,  on  this 
tract  (j  or  7  years  past,  as  appeared  before  me  in  Evidence  at 
Salem,  some  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Berwick,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  absence  or  carelessness  of  the  owner,  made  im- 
provements. The  improvements  so  made  by  Pennsylvania 
Intruders,  on  the  property  of  an  absentee,  and  which  were  not 
pretended  to  be  a  sufficient  foundation  of  title  oi  any  kind,  did 
not  appear  to  me  any  reason  for  objecting  to  the  Connecticut 
claim  to  the  same  Land.  I  therefore  took  no  notice  of  them. 
The  owner  of  the  Lanil  has  made  no  objection,  or  insinuated 
anything  respecting  it ;  nor  has  any  person  whatever,  claiming 
under  him.  I  had  nothing  to  do,  as  I  conceive,  with  any  Im- 
provements made  by  Pennsylvania  intruders  from  the  tow^n  of 
Berwick. 

5.  A  part  of  the  town  of  Berwick  stands  on  a  tract  of  Land 
taken  up  under  Pennsylvania  by  Evan  Owen,  who  laid  out  that 
town,  and  who,  I  understand,  is  now  at  Lancaster  making  his 
Complaints  on  this  Subject,  and  who,  to  my  knowledge,  most 
egregiously  exaggerates  the  importance  of  the  case,  as  will 
soon  be  perceived.  A  part  of  this  tract,  and  the  town  of 
Berwick,  is  included  in  the  Lines  of  Salem  ;  General  Steele,  M\ 
Wilson  and  myself  directed  M'.  Sambourne,  the  Surveyor,  to 
run  out  the  lines  of  interference.  They  can  give  evidence 
respecting  it ;  ^I^  Sambourne's  return  to  me  makes  the  busi- 
ness quite  insignificant ;  but  whether  more  or  less,  I  had  to 
decide  upon  principles  that  have  no  relation  to  the  Qtiantum 
of  the  dispute. 

1  held  this  case  under  advisement,  on  the  following  ground  : 

It  appeared  in  evidence  before  me,  by  the  voluntary  deposi- 
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tiou  of  Evan  Ov-en  himself,  That  he  made  his  Commencem^ent 
of  Settlement  on  tiie  tract  of  Land  ^vhel•eon  the  Town  of  Ber- 
wick now  stands  on  the  10"*  day  of  May,  1787,  the  Confirminc: 
Jjaw  having  passed  on  tlie  27"'  day  of  March  preceding.  It  ap- 
peared to  me  that  tlie  Confirming  Law  v.as  public  and  legal 
notice  to  him  of  an  opposite  and  older  title  then  recognized 
by  the  Legislature,  &  that  he  settled  at  his  peril.  He  took  up 
the  Land  and  he  settled  it,  knowing  of  a  precedent  title.  This 
induced  me  to  give  it  further  Consideration  before  1  admitted 
M'.  Owen  s  objections.  This  further  Consideration  is  now  no 
longer  iS'ecessary,  as  tlie  Connecticut  (Claimants  of  this  Land 
have  authorized  me  to  say  that  in  Avhatever  way  I  determine 
the  question,  they  are  desirous  that  no  obstacle  should  be 
thrown  in  the  way  of  the  Compromising  Law  as  it  now  stands, 
and  therefore,  they  will  glady  release  to  the  State  every  part 
of  their  Connecticut  right  that  interferes  with  the  Town  of 
Btjrwick.  If  therefore  M'.  Owen  has  a  good  title  to  the  Land, 
let  him  make  it  out  as  against  the  State. 

Hence  your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  the  Legislature  is 
in  danger  of  fighting  a  Shadow  ;  of  occupying  their  time  and 
swelling  the  Statute  Book  with  a  Law^  that  relates  to  nothing. 
1  am  anxiously  engaged  here  in  getting  out  the  Certificates 
of  Wilkesbarre,  and,  therefore,  I  do  not  goto  Ijancaster  till  I 
can  bring  them  with  me  ;  but  surely  upon  all  this  Business  of 
Luzerne  (vounty,  and  surely  upon  all  that  relates  to  my  own 
peculiar  department  and  Conduct,  it  is  worth  while  for  the 
Committee  or  the  house  to  order  my  attendance  and  examine 
rae  before  they  proceed  definitively  to  pass  a  law  on  the  Sub- 
ject. I  shall  c-ertainly  attend  on  the  earhest  information  ;  but 
while  I  am  usefully  &  almost  indispensibly  employed  here,  I 
do  not  want  to  waste  my  time  on  any  speculation  of  my  pres- 
ence being  necessary  there. 

I  wish  if  such  a  law  is  in  contemplation,  that  these  facts  and 
remarks  could  be  somi^how  made  known  to  the  house;  and  I 
would  beg  leave  also  to  suggest  that  if  any  resolution  is  to  be 
made  on  the  Intrusion  business  of  Luzerne,  it  ought  to  be 
grounded  not  only  on  what  passed  with  respect  to  Smithers  and 
Hinds,  but  that  information  of  William  Ellis,  of  Muncy,  and 
of  M'.  Baird,  of  Potsgrove,  is  essentially  necessary.  The  two 
latter  can  give  moi-e  light  into  the  conduct  and  views  of  the 
half  share  men  than  any  persons  out  of  the  Comm'"".  M^  Baird 
has  lately  been  surveying  Pennsylvania  tracts  in  Wyalusing. 
His  Evidence  &  M^  Ellis's  will  corroborate  my  present  and 
former  observations. 

Wishing  my  Colleagues,  Gfeneral  Steele  and  M^  Wilson,  to 
be  acquainted  with  the  Contents  of  this  letter,  I  have  taken 
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the  liberty  of  transmitting  it  to  your  Excellency  through  them. 
I  remain  Avith  great  respect, 

your  Excellency's 

faithful  Friend  and  Servant. 

Thomas  Cooper. 


Mr.  Cooper  to  Oen.  John  Steele. 

June  15.  18U3. 
Greneral  John  Steele : 

Dear  Sir :  I  see  plainlj'  that  unless  we  proceed  to  finish  one 
township  at  a  time,  no  certificate  to  the  Connecticut  Claimants 
can  issue  this  year.  If  all  the  protections  are  first  to  be  done, 
and  to  be  done  by  Sambourne  alone,  and  the  Subdivisions 
afterwards  run  out,  there  will  be  no  time  to  issue  Certificates ; 
for  before  this  can  be  done  my  departm' will  be  at  a  stand. 
AVhereas  if  one  township  at  a  time  is  finished,  and  the  Certifi- 
cates'made  out  and  issued,  tlie  people  will  be  more  contented, 
and  we  can  all  have  full  employment.  I  do  hope  you  will  agree 
to  let  us  go  on  and  issue  at  once  the  Certificates  of  Wilkes- 
barre,  and  the  other  settling  towns,  before  the  remote  town- 
ships are  begun.  I  am  sure  too  that  you  must  have  assistance 
in  your  department ;  unless  we  do  something  early  about  the 
Certificates  we  shall  get  into  discredit  with  the  people  now, 
and  the  Legislature  hereafter.  I  am  certain  as  I  am  of  my  Ex- 
istence that  the  Business  can  be  done  this  Summer,  but  not  on 
the  plan  you  are  pursuing.  Sambourne  says  you  are  in  doubt 
about  Issuing  Certificates  comprizing  more  than  one  lot  in 
each.  This  question  was  put  by  me  to  the  Board  of  Property 
when  I  shewed  them  Major  Ross's  certificate,  which  had  three 
distinct  claims  laid  together  and  certified  together.  They  were 
of  opinion  that  if  one  Connecticut  Claimant  was  the  owner  of 
several  contiguous  lots,  they  might  all  be  included  in  one  Cer- 
tificate and  patent,  if  the  contents  were  not  more  than  the 
usual  quantity  of  a  Pennsylvania  patent,  viz.  400  acres;  at  any 
rate  let  them  make  the  objection;  if  they  make  it,  I  shall  ac- 
cede to  it  and  let  them  take  the  responsibility.  But  in  fact  it 
is  a  question  which  I  consider  as  settled  by  the  Board. 

While  I  was  at  Lancaster,  I  had  a  dispute  with  the  Register 
and  Comptroller  about  the  allowance  of  accounts  of  Expence 
up  the  river.  We  agreed  to  leave  it  to  you  and  M".  Wilson. 
I  went  to  seek  for  you,  but  you  had  returned  home.  M^  Wil- 
son told  me  afterward  in  confidence  that  you  had  already  seen 
the  accounts  in  M^  Duffield's  possession,  and  had  previouslj' 
32— Vol.  XVIII. 
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given  an  opinion  of  them  ;  if  so,  it  would  not  be  right  to  trou- 
ble vou  with  them  now.  Be  so  good  as  to  inform  me  if  this  be 
the  case  or  not.  If  not,  I  shall  ask  you  to  give  your  opinion 
aftei-'  hearing  Judge  Fell  and  me.  But  if  you  have  given  an 
o[nnion,  I  shall  not  trouble  you  on  tlu;  Subject  now. 
1  ana,  Dear  Sir, 

Your  Friend  and  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper. 

Inquired  of  M^  Priestly  whether  M^  Kennedy,  the  printer, 
could  conveniently  discharge  your  account;  he  said  Kennedy 
would  have  money  coming  to  him  very  soon.  If  you  Avould 
write  to  Kennedy  to  transmit  you  an  order  on  M^  Priestly  it 
would  be  discharged  at  once. 


Mr.  Cooper  to  Thomas  Sambourne. 

Wilkesbarre,  June  30,  1803. 
Thomas  Sambourne,  Esq'.  : 

Sir  :  In  making  out  the  Certificates  of  the  Townships,  Wilkes- 
barre for  instance,  attend  first  to  my  pencil  marks  on  the  du  • 
plicate  returns  of  Survey.  Then  let  every  Certificate  be  ex- 
amined with  the  Submission,  to  see  that  each  Claimant  has 
applied  and  taken  oath  of  single  title  for  the  land  certified, 
either  as  included  in  his  own  application  or  as  Assignee  of  a 
former  Applicant.  "Where  the  land  certified  is  more  than  the 
quantity  covered  by  the  Application  take  care  to  make  a 
memorandum  in  pencil  on  the  Back  for  my  perusal, or  else  make 
out  a  List.  Do  nothing  until  the  Certificates  are  out. 
I  am,  &". , 

Thomas  Cooper. 

Insert  the  Quality  in  the  Duplicate  Surveys. 


Ur.  Cooper  to  George  Dvffleld. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  2,  1803. 
George  Duffield,  Esq'.,  Lancaster: 

Sir:  As  I  expect  an  answer  from  M'.  Bryan,  probably  coin- 
cident with  yours,  I  shall  defer  my  joint  answer  till  I  receive  it. 
I  must  be  in  Northumberland  on  this  day  week,  where  the  post 
day  from  Lancaster  is  two  days  earlier  than  here;  I  shall 
enquire  there  for  a  letter  from  Lancaster,  but  should  M'. 
Brvan's   answer  be  directed  here  I  shall   not  have  an  oppor- 
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tiinity  of  replying  by  the  same  post.      I  shall  have  no  objection 
to  your  proposal,  if  M'.   Bryan  has  none. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper. 


Mr.  Coojyer  to  Qen.   John  Steele. 

July  37,  1803. 
Greneral  John    Steele: 

Sir:  M^  Taylor  and  myself,  considering  what  you  mentioned 
respecting  assistance  to  M^  Sam  bourne  for  the  purpose  of  ex- 
pediting the  Certificates,  find,  P',  That  Assistance  is  necessary 
in  the  protracting,  which  in  our  opinion  M^  Haines  can  be 
profitably  employed  in,  with  occasionally  assisting  in  the  cal- 
culations. 2.  That  Geo.  Bowdery  also  wants  assistance,  for 
which  ptirpose  we  have  recommended  M^  Sambourne  to  em- 
ploy Jos.  Wright,  who  will  fill  up  the  writing  part  of  the 
Draughts  &  Certificates.  3.  It  is  also  probable  that  by  and  by 
the  assistance  of  one  additional  person  in  the  calculations 
alone,  for  which  ijurpose,  unless  M^  Sambourne  can  get  some 
one  better,  M^  Jolm  Cooper  maybe  considerablj' employed  in. 

On  the  whole  we  are  of  oj^inion  that  all  these  persons  ought 
to  work,  under  the  direction  of  M'.  Sambourne,  and  with  his 
assistance  we  shall  probably  get  through.  We  suggest  these 
for  your  Consideration. 

And  are,  fc^, 

Thomas  Cooper. 


Jlr.  Cooper  to  John  R.   Coates. 

August  19,  1803. 
.Tohn  R  Coates,  Esq^  : 

Sir:  The  Commissioners  here  will  thank  you  for  early  in- 
formation on  the  following  Subject,  in  which  the  proprietary 
Estate  is  interested. 

N"'.  34  and  35,  in  the  Manor  of  Stoke,  sold  in  1772  to  George 
and  Martin  Ryerson,  under  agreem"  executed  as  per  the  ofiBcial 
.•opy  transmitted  to  us,  has  been  released  to  the  State  by  first 
the  proprietors.  2  by  the  heirs  of  Charles  Stewart,  deceased, 
and  is  also  claimed  3'^'-''  by  M".  Kerr,  under  a  Deed  of  1774  from 
Thomas  Lowrey,  who  has  paid  the  money.  How  much  has 
been  paid,  and  whom  do  you  consider  entitled? 

I  am,  in  Behalf  of  myself  &  the  other  Comni'rs, 
Yours,  &■-. , 

Thomas  Cooper. 
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Mr.  Cooper  to  I).  H.   Conyiighain. 

Wilkesbarre,  August  19,  1803. 
D.  n.  ConyngJiam.  Esq'.  : 

Sir:  I  observe  that  In"'".  34  aucl  3o  in  the  Manor  of  Stoke,  re- 
leased by  the  late  M'.  Charles  Stewart,  are  also  claimed  by  a 
M^'.  Kerr,  under  a  Deed  of  Conveyance  suliiciently  descriptive 
of  the  Year  1774,  from  Tlioinas  Jjowry.  1  bej^  of  you  to  write 
to  M^  Stewart,  of  Fleuiington,  as  the  Lands  so  released  can- 
not be  certified  in  his  favor. 

1  am,  Sir, 

Your  liuinble  Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper. 


Mr.  Cooper  to  Antltony  Morris. 

November  4'\  1803. 
Sir :  The  tract  of  Land  mentioned  in  your  letter  to  me  of 
August  16,  1803,  taken  up  in  the  name  of  Aaron  Dean,  is  not 
within  the  Bounds  of  any  of  the  Sevenjteen  Townships,  nor  has 
it  been  released  to  the  State.  Nothing  can  be  done  respecting 
it  under  the  Commission  of  April  4,  1799,  it  not  being  within 
our  Jurisdiction.  Since  I  received  your  Letter  by  M'.  Roberts 
I  have  been  confined  by  severe  illness,  otherwise  I  should  have 
answered  immediately.     I  am,  &". , 

Thomas  Coopkr. 
To  Anthony  Morris,  Merchant,  Philadelphia. 


The  Cofyimissioners  to  Governor  McKean. 

Wilkesbarre,  November  18'\  1803. 

Sir:  Presuming  you  will  require  information  to  lay  before 
the  house  respecting  the  progress  of  our  Commission,  we  take 
the  liberty  of  informing  you  that  everytliing  dependant  on 
the  personal  exertions  of  the  Commissioners  is  finished  ;  that 
is,  every  Connecticut  title  is  taken  and  recorded  ;  every  Con- 
necticut dispute  among  the  claimants  has  been  heard  and 
settled  ;  every  township  has  been  run  out,  and  every  lot  and 
subdivision  in  every  township  has  been  a,scertained,  surveyed 
and  valued. 

Of  the  fifteen  Townships  whose  title  has  been  established  as 
coming  within  the  perview  of  the  Acts  on  the  Subject,  certi- 
ficates are  made  out,  and  will  Issue   before  the  meeting  of  the 
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Assembly,  for  Wilkesbarre.  Kingston,  Plymouth,  Hanover, 
Newport,  and  Salem,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  Connecticut  Claim- 
ants and  some  of  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants ;  Others  of  the 
latter  class  appear  to  us  liable  to  exceptions,  Avhich  will  re- 
quire deliberation  before  they  are  issued.  We  contemplated 
that  every  thing  relating  to  the  Commission  wouhl  have  been 
closed  next  Spring,  as  suggested  in  our  reports  to  the  Legislature 
last  Session,  but  the  number  of  the  Draughts  and  other  Doc- 
uments to  be  made  out,  entered  and  compared,  and  the  accu- 
racy necessary  to  prevent  Mistakes,  makes  the  business  of  the 
Ciarks,  and  the  duties  dependant  upon  them,  so  much  more 
tedious  than  we  expected,  that  it  will  probably  be  the  end  of 
May  before  all  the  Certificates  are  issued.  You  will  have  the 
Satisfaction,  however,  of  seeing  the  business  is  drawing  to  a 
Close. 

We  have  also  the  pleasure  of  informing  you,  that  among  the 
persons  Usually  called  half  share  holders,  from  eighty  to  a 
hundred,  have  made  agreements  and  taken  Deeds  under  the 
Pennsylvania  Claimants  of  the  land  they  Occupy  ;  and  we  be- 
lieve these  people  generally  begin  to  see  their  true  interest  and 
feel  anxious  to  procure  the  title  of  this  Commonwealth.  In- 
deed the  great  Obstacle  at  present  is  the  uncertainty  of  the 
Pennsylvania  title  in  that  part  of  the  County,  which  is  out  of 
the  bounds  of  the  IT  Townships.  Y'our  Excellency  will  see  by 
the  incJosed  Advertisement  that  we  have  pledged  ourselves  to 
the  people  here,  to  carry  into  efiect  the  representations  we 
make  in  the  present  Communiea,tion. 

We  are,  with  great  respect, 

Y'our  Excellency's 

faithful  friend  and  Servants, 

Thomas  Cooper. 
J.  M.  Taylor. 

P.  S. — We  have  Avritten  to  Gen'.  Steele  to    request    him  to 

Apply  to  your  Excellency  for  a  Warrant  for  f to  pay  off 

some  Arrearages  &  Supply  the  persons  employed  during  the 
Winter. 


The  Commissioners  to  Gen.  John  Steele. 

Wilkesbarre,  Dec^"  31-'',  1803. 
Dear  Sir  : 

We  have  just  received  your  letter,  but  as  you  must  Avell 
know  it  will  be  impossible  to  give  any  Accurate  Answer  to  the 
Townships  not  yet  protracted  and  calculated  before  we  leave 
this  place;  the  Certificates  of  AVilkesbarre,   Plymouth,   King- 
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ston,  Hanover,  ]S"ewport  and  Salem  Avill  be  issued,  and  to  those 
wo  can  then  rransniir  useful  Inforn^ation  ;  the  rest  must  be  by 
conjecture  until  the  Certificates  are  Issued;  this  will  not  be 
Dossible  before  the  latter  end  of  May.  In  about  three  Weeks 
Ave  will  send  you  a  rei)ly  for  the  consideration  of  the  Commit- 
tee ;  but  you  are  perfetly  aware,  as  well  as  Ourselves,  of  the 
impossibility  of  our  doing  more  at  present  than  what  we  have 
stated,  We  shall  have,  however,  tolerable  good  ground  for  any 
conjecture  as  to  the  Townships  that  will  not  be  compleated 
before  our  Departure. 

Yours,  Sc^. , 

Thomas  Coopkr. 

J.    M.    TATIiOR. 
Gen'.  J.   Steele,  Lancaster. 


The  Coimnissioners  to  the  Secretary. 

Wilkesbarre,  January,  1804. 
Andrew  EUicott,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  : 

Sir :  In  inaking  out  patents  on  the  Certificates  we  have  to 
request  your  attention  to  the  Indorsements  which  often  ex- 
plain and  limit  the  Certificate  within.  In  many  cases  the 
Claimants  have  made  out  title  to  us  beyond  the  amount  of 
Acres  Applied  for ;  these  cases  we  have  Noticed  wherever  it 
seemed  to  us  proper  to  do  so  ;  we  leave  it  to  the  discretion  of 
the  board  to  Act  in  these  cases  as  they  think  fit.  There  are 
several  lots  of  Public  Land,  the  Indorsements  whereon  refers 
to  this  Letter  ;  We  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Patents  should  issue 
in  all  the  Certificates  for  land  of  that  description,  According  to 
the  follow  ing  form.     We  select  Wilkesbarre  an  example. 

Patent  for  the  puVilic  lots  in  AVilkesbarre  to  issue  to  Matthias 
Hollenback,  Lord  Butler  and  Jesse  Fell,  Esquires,  trustees 
and  Agents  for  the  care  and  Management  of  the  public  lands 
belonging  to  the  Township  of  Wilkesbarre,  and  to  their  Suc- 
cessors duly  appointed  at  a  Township  meeting  of  the  propri- 
etors of  the  Lands  of  the  said  Township,  regularly  Warned 
and  convened,  and  held  for  that  purpose;  the  Said  public 
Lands  (consisting,  it''.,)  to  be  holden  by  the  said  Trustees  and 
Agents,  and  their  Sticcessors  aforesaid,  on  the  Condition  of 
reserving  the  same  for  the  Use  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  said 
Township  forever,  in  the  following  manner,  to-wit  :  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  proceeds  thereof  shall  be  forever  appropriated  to 
the    establishment   and  support  of  public  Schools  in  the  said 


COMMISSIONERS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA.  50o 

Township,  and  the  other  third  to  the  Support  of  a  Minister  of 
tiie  C+ospel,  to  Officiate  in  the  Said  Township,  to  be  Appointed 
an  I  continued  from  time  to  time  by  the  Majority  of  the  Pro- 
prietors present  at  their  regular  Township  Meetings. 

We  think  the  preceding  Hmitation  Should  be  inserted  in  the 
body  of  each  Patent  issued  for  the  public  Lands  of  the  respec- 
tive Townships,  unless  the  Indorsment  by  us  on  the  Certificate 
should  indicate  any  variation. 

We  are,  Sir, 

Your  Obed'  Servants, 

Thomas  Coopkr. 

JX".    M.    TAYIiOR. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Secretary. 

Wilkesbarre,  January  14,  1804. 
Andrew  Ellicott,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office: 

Sir :  I  have  heard  with  much  surprize,  but  with  great  con- 
cern, that  you  and  the  other  Gentlemen,  constituting  the 
Board  of  Property,  have  refused  granting  Patents  on  our  Cer- 
tificates to  the  Connecticut  Claimants.  I  understand  this  from 
E.  Bowman,  Esquire,  and  Col.  Franklin  (to  whom,  and  to  the 
half  share  men,  this  will  be  most  grateful  news)  has  written 
to  his  friends  to  the  same  purpose. 

The  utter  impossibihty  of  executing  the  act  of  1709,  either 
with  satisfaction  to  the  Claimants  or  benefit  to  the  State,  in- 
duced us  to  propose  to  the  Legislature  the  Supplement  of  1802. 
This  Supplement  enabled  us  fairly  and  reasonably  to  require 
the  Surrender  of  the  Connecticut  Deeds,  and  thereby  strike  at 
the  very  Root  of  Opposition  in  the  Seventeen  Townships. 

This  Supplement  made  it  no  longer  necessary  to  the  Connec- 
ticut Certificate,  that  the  Land  claimed  by  the  Connecticut  Set- 
tler should  be  released  to  the  State.  Your  Board, have  however, 
deemed  it  expedient,  for  the  Information  of  the  Land  Office, 
tha.t  the  Certificate  should  mention  what  part  of  the  Land  cer- 
tified had  been  so  released  ;  at  first,  from  an  Anxiety  that  our 
Board  and  yours  should  proceed  in  perfect  harmony  on  every 
Question,  I  acquiesced,  and  sent  you  the  form  of  a  Certificate, 
including  the  point  requested.  On  consultation,  however, 
with  my  Colleagues,  and  our  Surveyor,  M'  Sambourne,  We 
found  that  such  a  conformity  to  your  wishes  would  prodigi- 
ously encrease  the  trouble  of  our  Office,  protract  the  business 
of  the  Comm'n  and  put  the  State  to  a  very  great  Expence,  on 
a  matter  of  mere  Curiosity  on  your  part,  and   perfectly  unes- 
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sential  to  tlie  title  of  the  Connecticut  Claimant.  All  this  was 
stated  to  your  Board  collectively  and  individually  last  Win- 
ter, both  by  me,  and,  I  think,  by  (xeneral  Steele.  It  -was 
formerly  stated,  as  a,  point  we  could  not  coin})ly  with,  to  the 
Board,-  by  myself,  in  the  presence  of  Kosewell  Welles,  Esquire, 
then  Member  from  Luzerne,  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Board  on  the 
Subject. 

It  was  stated  as  a  Measure  that  would  i)robably  indtxce,  with 
necessity,  tlie  troitble  and  Difficulty  of  some  thousands  of  Cal- 
culations by  M'.  Sambourne  to  M^  Cochran.  It  was  stated  by 
myself  to  M'.  Cochran  afterward  at  the  C'ottrt  house,  in  the 
I^resence  of  General  Steele,  as  a  Measure  we  could  not  be  jus- 
tified in  acceding  to,  and  shoukl  not  comply  with.  M".  Coch- 
ran replied  that  1  had  promised  it,  and  that  the  Board  had 
procured  the  Patents  to  be  struck  olT.  To  which  1  answered 
that  he  well  knew  the  form  of  the  Patents  were  settled  with- 
out any  constiltation  with  our  Board,  and  while  the  Officers  of 
the  Land  Office  knew  that  the  Supplement  was  proposed  and 
progressing  ;  that  if  the  Grentlemen  of  the  Land  Office  chose  to 
proceed  thus  hastily,  it  was  at  their  own  risk.  Finally,  I  stated 
in  writing  my  reasons  for  not  comi)lying  with  the  request  of 
theBoard  of  Property  in  March  24,  180:3,  of  which  I  have  a  Copy 
now  before  nie. 

In  fact,  willing  as  we  were  to  accommodate  Otirselves  to  the 
wishes  of  your  Board,  neither  I,  nor  Greneral  Steele,  nor  M^ 
Wilson,  could  feel  ourselves  justified  in  acceding  to  such  a  Waste 
of  time,  so  much  unnecessary  trouble,  and  so  much  unnecessary 
Expence  to  the  State.  We  had  frequent  Consultations  on  the 
Subject,  and  our  minds  were  made  up  not  to  notice  the  Penn- 
sylvania releases  in  our  Certificates,  as  forming  no  part  what- 
ever of  the  Connecticut  Claimant's  title  under  Pennsylvania. 
I  foresaw  other  Objections,  for  had  Ave  introduced  this  point 
into  our  Certificate,  it  would  have  given  an  implied  Sanction 
to  its  being  an  essential  part  of  the  title,  and  a  Declaration 
that  the  Supplement  of  180'3  was  nugatory.  This  would  have 
been  seen  through  by  the  Connecticut  claimants  and  attri- 
buted to  that  System  of  Management  and  Manoeuvring  of 
which  they  have  long  perhaps  been  too  suspicious. 

With  all  this  previous  knowledge  of  our  Intentions,  you  per- 
mitted us  to  leave  Lancaster  without  any  Declaration  on  yotir 
parts,  either  individually  or  as  a  Body,  that  you  would  Object 
to  granting  Patents  on  our  Certificates,  drawn  as  they  now 
are.  From  such  Silence  We  had  a  right  to  ])resume  Acqui- 
escence, and  we  went  on  to  issue  them  in  the  form  you  were  aj)- 
])ri/,ed  of,  and  921  have  already  been  issued  on  the  faitli  of  your 
granting  Patents  upon  them. 
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Indeed  tlie  whole  of  our  Coiniiiunication  with  you  on  tliis 
Subject  has  been  a  matter  of  Acconiiuodation  only.  Neither 
I,  nor  Geu'.  Steele,  M^  Wilson,  ever  conceived  for  a  Moment 
that  you  had  any  right  to  decide  upon  the  form  of  a  Certifi- 
cate for  which  Our  Board,  and  not  yours,  is  responsible.  Your 
Duty  in  this  is  Ministerial,  and  not  judicial.  It  is  your  Duty 
to  issue  ttie  Patents  on  our  Certificates. 

I  would  further  Observe,  that  in  whatever  mode  we  issue 
Certificates  the  State  will  lose  nothing  thereby,  for  we  shall 
issue  them  for  no  more  than  the  Connecticut  Settler  will  make 
out  a  title  for.  Nor  will  your  refusal  of  a  Patent  lienefit  the 
State  One  Cent,  for  as  the  Connecticut  Claimants  cannot  dic- 
tate the  form  of  Our  Certificate,  if  they  accept  witli  a  Perfor- 
mance, or  tender  of  performance  of  all  the  Conditions  required 
on  their  part,  their  Certificates  will  be  an  equitable  title  that 
nothing  can  overthrow.  Your  Conduct,  therefore,  may  hurt 
the  State  ;  but  the  Connecticut  Claimant  with  a  certificate  can 
set  you  at  Defiance; 

It  has  become  my  Duty  to  apprize  you,  Sir,  and  through  you 
the  other  Gentlemen  of  the  Board,  what  has  been,  and  is  likely 
to  be,  the  consequence  of  your  present  Conduct.  We  have 
closed  our  Surveys;  We  have  settled  the  Connecticut  titles; 
we  have  called  upon  the  people  to  come  for  their  Certificates 
of  six  Townships  and  give  up  the  Connecticut  Deeds.  They 
have  done  so,  in  many  Instances,  and  are  daily  coming  in  for 
the  purpose.  Their  minds  are  quieted,  and  they  have  hitherto 
had  confidence  in  ihe  justice  of  the  State,  and  the  fairness 
and  liberality  of  the  Officers.  It  has  induced  many  of  the  half 
share  holders  to  purchase  the  Pennsylvania  titles,  and  greatly 
facilitated  the  Sales  made  by  thn  agents  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Claimants,  and  finally  it  promised  to  bringMoney  shortly  into 
the  treasury  to  meet,  in  part,  the  Demands  upon  it. 

You  have  clouded  all  these  prospects ;  you  have  driven  us 
back  as  we  are  sailing  into  port ;  you  will  have  the  Merit  of 
spreading  far  and  wide  distrust  of  the  State  proceedings,  of 
keeping  l)ack  the  Documenrs  of  Connecticut  titles,  which  other- 
wise would  come  into  our  possession  ;  of  stopping  the  Receipts 
of  the  Treasury  ;  of  wasting  the  Money  we  have  drawn  from  the 
State;  and  of  lighting  up  again  the  torch  of  civil  Discord, 
which  we  have  laboured  for  with  anxious  Industry,  and  un- 
looked  for  Success  to  extinguish  for  ever.  The  half  share 
holders  begin  again  to  revive,  to  sneer  at  our  proceedings,  and 
to  value  themselves  on  their  fore.>ight,  and  they  regard  you 
as  among  the  best  of  their  friends.  All  this  is  true  :  I  tell  it 
you  because  it  has  become  my  Duty  to  tell  it  you.      ion  know 
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not  the  Extent  of  the  Mischief  you  are  planning,  and  you  ought 
to  be  apprized  of  it. 

I  send  the  Copy  of  this  Letter  to  General  Steele;  and  shall 
call  upon  hiiu  to  shew  it  to  the  Governor,  txnd   to  the  Wyom- 
ing Committee,  ami  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  if  you 
persist  in  the  Conduct  you  have  adopted. 
I  am.  Sir,  with  Due  Respect, 

Your  Obed'.  Serv'. , 

Thoma.s  Cooper, 

I  am  equally  persuaded  with  M^  Cooper,  that  it  would  be 
highly  improper  to  insert  anything  relating  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania releases  in  our  Certificates  to  Connecticut  Claimants ; 
and  I  fear  he  has  not  delineated  sufficiently  the  Mischief  likely 
to  arise  from  refusing  Patents,  and  I  have  firm  Expectation 
that  when  the  Board  of  Property  will  take  a  retrospective 
view  of  the  Subject,  they  will  not  give  a,  Moment's  Delay  in  the 
issuing  of  Patents,  when  they  are  applied  for  by  the  Connec- 
ticut holder  of  our  Certificate. 

J.  M.  Taylor. 


The  Co77imissioners  to  Joseph  Scudden. 

Wilkesbarre,  July  14.  1804. 
Sir:  The  Commissioners  appointed  to  settlr  the  Disputes 
respecting  the  Connecticut  claims  on  Lands  in  Luzerne  County, 
beg  of  you  to  transmit  to  them  certified  copies  of  the  Surveys 
of  the  tracts  released  by  the  Names  of  David,  Samuel  and 
Philip  Johnson,  and  also  the  Survey  of  the  tract  called  "Part- 
nershij). "  Without  such  Offices  Copies  they  have  Evidence  of 
the  Survey  and  return,  nor  have  they  any  sufficient  means 
of  ascertaining  the  Situation  or  Value  of  the  tracts.  If  you 
have  them  not  by  you,  they  beg  you  would  cause  them  to  be 
transmitted  hither  from  the  Land  Office  of  Pennsylvania  at 
Lancaster,  as  early  as  you  can. 

I  am.  Sir,  Your  Ob".  Servt., 

Thomas  Lloyd, 
Clerk  to  the  Comm'rs. 


The  Commissioners  to  the  Land  Claimants. 

Wilkesbarre,  Aug'.  3,  1804. 
Gentlemen : 

I  have  received  your  letter,  and  tho'  my  Colleague,  M'.  Tay- 
lor, is  absent,  yet  I  hasten  without  Scruple  to  communicate 
all  the  Information  I  possess,  well  knowing  from  repeated  con- 
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versations  that  his  Opinions  and  mine  perfectly  coincide  with 
tlioise  from  wiiich  Gen'.  Steele  and  M'.  Wilson  heretofore  never 
varied. 

With  respect  to  your  two  Questions,  1"=,  whether  p:*tents  will 
issue  on  our  Certificates  as  they  now  stand.  2'"%  Whether  we 
are  prepared  to  conform  to  the  wishes  of  the  Board  of  Property 
by  inserting  the  released  part  of  the  Land  certified.  1  answer 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  as  follows  : 

In  the  Spring  of  1803,  Assurances  were  given  to  Major  Ross 
by  the  Board  of  Property,  in  my  presence,  and  to  Rosewell 
Welles,  Esq'. ,  by  M'.  Matlack,  that  patents  would  issue  on  the 
Certificates.  -The  want  of  Books  was  then  assigned  as  the 
reason  of  Delay. 

In  the  winter  (13  of  last  April),  I  received  a  letter  from  M^ 
Taylor,  stating  that  the  Board  of  property  had  agreed  to  issue 
Patents  on  Our  Certificates,  and  that  nothing  but  the  press 
of  Business,  and  the  diminished  number  of  their  clerks,  then 
prevented  it,  this  letter  I  shew'd  soon  after  to  Judge  Hollen- 
back,  in  Northumberland,  and  I  apprehended  no  further  DifiB- 
culty. 

Toward  the  latter  end  of  last  June,  Nathan  Beach,  Esquire, 
was  in  Philadelphia,  and,  as  he  informs  me,  was  told  by  the 
(^Tovernor  (whose  anxiety  to  give  full  and  fair  effect  to  the  laws 
of  1799  and  1802  has  ever  been  manifest)  that  he  might  depend 
on  patents  being  issued  without  further  Delay,  and  that  if  his 
Neighbours  came  down  to  Lancaster,  to  present  their  Certi- 
ficates, they  need  not  apprehend  any  Difficulty  at  the  Land 
Office  ;  or  to  that  Effect. 

About  a  Month  afterward,  I  saw  the  Governor  myself,  who 
informed  me  that  the  Attorney  General  haa  given  an  Opinion 
TO  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  and  that  he  believed  I 
should  find  no  further  Difficulty  on  the  Subject  of  our  Certi- 
ficates. Previous  to  my  seeing  the  Governor,  I  left  a  Letter 
for  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  stating  that  on  my  return 
from  Philad^  I  would  call  for  a  reply  from  the  Board  of  Pro- 
perty to  the  Question,  whether  they  would  or  would  not  issue 
Patents  on  our  Certificates  in  the  i)resent  form  ;  on  my  re- 
turn, in  about  4  Days.  I  called  on  M^  Elhcott.  who  told  me  that 
the  Board  of  Property  had  requested  him  to  present  me  with 
a  Copy  of  the  Attorney  General's  Opinion,  and  to  give  no  other 
answer  to  my  Letter,  so  that  all  the  Declarations  heretofore 
made  by  myself  and  by  M^  Beach,  and,  indeed,  I  may'  almost 
venture  to  say  by  the  Governor,  are  at  an  End,  and  whether 
the  Board  of  Property  will  make  out  Patents  conformable  to 
the  present  form  of  the  Certificates  I  cannot  tell,  as  they  will 
not  condescend  to  give  me  an  Answer  decisive  on  the  Subject 
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What  the  case  which  they  stated  to  the  Attorney  General 
contained,  I  know  not ;  but  his  Opinion  in  Substance  is  that 
it  would  be  best  for  the  patents  to  recite  the  release  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Claimant ;  But  that  it  is  not  necessarj  for  our 
Certificates  to  contain  any  such  recital. 

I  am  aware  of  llie  respect  to  which  the  Opinion  of  the  At- 
torney (ieneral  is  entitled.  On  a  case  fully  and  fairly  laid  be- 
fore him,  which  I  am  sure  has  not  been-done  in  the  present 
Instance,  or  he  would  not  have  stated  his  Opinion  in  the  pre- 
sent way,  had  we  been  applied  to,  to  join  in  the  case  stated, 
and  to  have  laid  before  him  our  Objections,  I  think  he  would 
have  been  of  a  diffeient  Opinion.  This  leads  me  to  reply  to 
your  second  head  of  enquiry,  whether  we  are  making  arrange- 
ments to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  Board  of  property. 
J?^o  ;  we  are  making  no  such  Arrangements  ;  nor  in  my  Opinion 
can  the  patents  issue  in  the  way  suggested,  for  1",  Gen'.  Steele, 
M'.  Wilson  and  myself  had  determined,  in  the  fall  of  1801,  to 
resign  our  Commissions  if  the  parts  of  the  lots  released  to  the 
State  were  to  be  siiecitically  designated  and  calculated,  and 
the  Certificates  confined  to  them.  We  saw  it  was  impossible 
to  go  thro'  the  Business  under  this  Difficulty.  It  would  have 
been  incomplete  and  unsatisfactory  to  both  parties,  and  be  lia- 
ble to  so  many  inaccuracies.  Occasion  so  much  expence  and 
Occupy  so  much  time,  that  it  was  in  vain  to  undertake  it  on 
these  Conditions.  Had  the  law  of  1802  not  passed,  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  Attorney  General  would  have  been  indispensible 
both  in  the  (Certificate  and  in  the  Patent.  But  the  Commis- 
sion would  never  have  l)een  proceeded  in.  At  present  they 
cannot  be  comi)lied  with  under  two  years'  additional  laliour, 
and  in  ray  Opinion,  at  least  10,000  Dollars  additional  Expence. 
But  this  is  not  all.  In  confidence  of  the  certificate  answering 
the  purpose,  they  are  almost  all  of  them  actually  made  out, 
and  the  major  part  of  them  actually  delivered  to  the  Claim- 
ants ;  to  recall  or  to  alter  them  would  excite  a  jealousy  impossi- 
ble to  be  allayed.  2'*'-'^.  In  my  Opinion  the  Patent  ought  to  be 
conformable  to  the  Certificate,  they  ought  not  to  differ,  or 
contain  as  a  necessary  part  of  the  Connecticut  Claimant's  title. 
what  the  law  of  1803  has  declared  shall  not  Vie  a  necesary  part. 
It  is  a  very  suspicions  and  dangerous  surplusage  to  the  validity 
of  the  title;  and  maker,  a  variance  pregnant  with  future  Dis- 
pute between  the  title  given  by  us  and  the  title  given  by  the 
patent. 

The -present  state  of  the  law  rejects  the  release  as  necessary 
to  the  Connecticut  Claimant's  title:  the  former  State  of  t  he 
law  required  it.  We  are  to  act  according  to  what  the  law  is. 
not  what  it  was  ;  And   so  we   apprehend   ought   the   Board   <>f 
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Proijerty;  Nor  is  it  likely  that  we  will  consent  to  spend  two 
years  longer,  and  incur  an  Expence  so  enormous  to  comply 
with  that  which  the  Legislature  has  declared  need  not  be  com- 
plied with  ;  and  in  the  mean  time  to  leave  the  Applicants  under 
the  law  of  1799  open  to  all  the  Doubts  and  Fears  so  unhappily 
prevalent  at  the  present  Moment,  and  which  Franklin  and  his 
Coadjutors  so  heartily  rejoice  at  &  so  sedulously  keep  up. 

From  the  present  Commission,  the  Information  required  as 
necessary  to  the  Patent  neither  can  nor  will  be  supplied,  for 
reasons  before  given.  If  it  could,  with  moderate  labour,  or  at 
any  reasonable  Expence  of  time  and  liloney,  We  should  most 
gladly  go  out  of  our  way  to  furnish  it  ;  for  we  differ  from  the 
Board  of  Property  and  (Attorney  Gen',  with  great  reluctance, 
And  should  be  very  glad  if  we  could  make  our  Duty  harmonize 
with  our  Inclinations  to  satisfy  the  Board,  even  in  a  point  of 
which  We  cannot  see  the  least  necessity. 

The  Settlers  having  fully  complied  with  their  part  of  the 
Contract  under  tho  laws  of  1799  and  1802,  cannot  be  affected  by 
the  form  of  the  Commissioner's  Certificate,  which  they  cannot 
control.  And  I  am  happy  to  find  that  the  latter  part  of  the 
Attorney  Greneral's  Opinion  fully  confirms  the  Validity  of  the 
Certificates  as  hitherto  issued. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obed.    Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper. 


Thomas  Sambourne  to  John  R.  Coates. 

July  21,  1804. 
Sir:  D^  Rose  requested  that  I  would  give  him  some  Intelli- 
gence with  Respect  to  the  Proprietor's  Manors  in  this  County, 
released  to  the  State.  I  know  of  no  Difficulty  at  present.  But 
with  regard  to  your  Manors  of  Stoke  and  Sunbury,  it  will  be 
necessary  for  you  forthwith  to  send  to  the  Commissioners  ,i 
list  of  all  such  persons  who  you  Acknowledge  to  have  titles 
under  you  in  those  Manors,  that  we  may  make  their  Certifi- 
cates out  for  such  parts  as  they  have  released  ;  the  sooner  this 
is  done  the  better,  as  the  C/ommissioners  wish  to  close  the  Busi- 
ness this  Summer. 

I  am.  Sir, 

YourM".  Ob., 

Thomas  Sambourxe. 
John  R.  Coates,  Esq'. 
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Mr.   Cooper  to  John  R.  Coates. 

August  1,  1804. 
Sir:  Herewith  I  send  you  a  Copy  of  the  Observations  I  have 
to  make  on  the  release  of  M^  Penn.  The  paper  will  suflfi- 
ciently  explain  itself,  and  1  transmit  it  thus  early  that  you 
may  have  time  to  clear  up  the  Difficulties  before  the  Board 
of  Property  when  the  Certificates  are  delivered  there.  I  mean 
of  course  to  be  understood  as  at  liberty  to  make  any  further 
Remark  that  may  occur.  The  Certificates  will  not  be  ready 
till  the  Beginning  of  Winter. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Obed'.   Servant, 

Thomas  Cooper. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Secretary. 

August  1,  1804. 
Dear  Sir : 

I  do  not  often  intrude  unnecessarily  on  your  time,  or  plague 
you  with  Questions  wliich  you  are  Officially  required  to  answer  ; 
but  I  am  staying  here  from  absolute  necessity,  if  this  dispute 
is  to  be  finished  at  all.  and  under  circumstances  very  anxious 
and  unpleasant  to  me,  <is  well  as  very  opjwsite  to  jiiy  Interest 
and  my  Inclination.  I  was  in  hopes  by  this  time,  or  at  least 
before  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  to  liave  left  the  Seven- 
teen townships  settled,  the  people  satisfied,  and  their  Connec- 
ticut title  cut  up  by  the  roots,  and  to  have  planted  an  Opposi- 
tion to  the  lialf  share  Interest,  which  would  gradually,  but 
shortly,  root  out  the  remaining  part  of  the  Susquehanna  Specu- 
lation. AVe  can  beat  the  Half  share  men  on  their  Own  ground 
but  their  good  friends  Andrew  Ellicott  and  his  Coadjutors  are 
very  likely  to  render  all  our  Efforts  nugatory,  and  undo  the 
labour  of  three  years. 

You  recollect  that  in  the  commencement  of  the  business,  we 
found  that  as  the  law  stood,  enabling  us  to  certify  in  favour 
of  the  Connect'  Claimants  for  such  part  of  their  lots  only  as 
the  State  had  again  obtained  by  reconveyance  from  Pennsyl- 
vania Holder,  We  should  give  him  the  Pennsylvania  title  for 
detached  and  irregular  portions,  leaving  them  in  Possession 
of  the  Connecticut  title  for  the  separate  parts. 

This  would  evidently  neither  satisfy  them,  nor  fulfil  the  views 
of  the  Legislature,  Avhose  Business  it  was  to  establish  the  State 
title  and  destroy  the  Susquehanna  One.  It  appeared  to  me, 
that  the  Settlement  of  a  Dispute  of  so  long  standing,  and  which 
had  been,  and  threatened  to  be,  the  source  of  civil  commotion 
and   inveterate   prejudice  against   the  laws,  was  a  motive  for 
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Jjegislative  Interference,  in  taking  the  property  of  a  private 
person  for  public  use,  under  the  Conditions  jirescribed  by  the 
Constilution,  at  least  as  strong  as  the  motives  arising  from  a 
Turnpike  Road  or  Canal.  The  Legislature  thought  so  too, 
and  You  were  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  the  case,  and 
sanctioned  the  Bill.  During  the  progress  <<f  the  Bill  thro'  the 
House,  I  -was  repeatedly  given  to  understand,  tJio'  without 
any  other  than  circumstantial  Evidence,  tliat  it  met  with  the 
private,  but  undefatigable.  Opposition  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Land  Office  and  the  Board  of  Property  ;  and  in  the  next  Ses- 
sion with  the  assistance  of  M^  Cox,  the  predecessor  of  the  pre- 
sent Secretary,  and  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  Evan  Owen,  a  Bill 
to  repeal  that  provision  was  introduced,  carried  thro'  the  House 
of  Representatives,  attended  with  circumstances  out  of  Doors 
of  insidious  manoeuvring  and  rancorous  falsehood  against  the 
Commission,  and  myself  in  particular,  that  have  turned  out 
disgraceful  to  those  only  who  were  concerned  in  their  propaga- 
tion. I  was  easy  as  to  my  own  Character  and  the  fate  of  the 
Bill.  If  the  Legislature  were  artfully  draAvn  into  Measures 
wavering  and  indecisive,  and  indixced  One  year  to  adopt  a  Sys- 
tem and  the  next  to  abandon  it  that  was  not  your  Character. 
I  was  persuaded  that  if  they  passed  a  law  impairing  a  solemn 
Compact,  and  committing  the  lionour  and  fairness  of  the  State. 
you  would  not  commit  your  character  r^y  sanctioning  such  a 
proceeding.  The  Senate  felt  the  same  Sentiments;  and  I  am 
persuaded  that  nothing  but  the  most  artful  and  insidious  Mis- 
representations could  have  prevailed  over  the  good  sense  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  this  Occasion. 

During  this  Discussion  at  Lancaster  in  jfgi,  ifaf,  jt  was 
Impossible  for  the  Sources  of  Opposition  to  be  entirely  con- 
cealed from  liord  Butler  and  Rosewell  Welles,  the  representa- 
tives of  Luzerne,  by  whom  I  know  it  was  believed,  because  it 
was  expressed  to  m3  that  the  Views  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the 
Land  Office  were  to  make  the  Certificates  include  the  released 
parts  of  the  lots,  with  a  private  view  to  the  farther  repeal  of 
the  Supplement,  while  ttie  Settlers  were  required  to  give  up 
their  Deeds  for  the  whole ;  thereby  deceiving  and  defrauding 
the  people  by  promising  more  than  was  ultimately  meant  to 
be  performed  ;  and  my  Colleagues  have  constantly  repelled 
this  Insinuation,  by  declaring  that  conduct  so  unfair  could 
not  be  imputed  to  any  part  of  the  Government  or  its  Agents, 
and  that  altho"  the  Land  Office  had  required  at  first  the  re- 
leased part  of  the  land  to  be  specified  in  the  Certificate,  it  was 
not  acceded  to  by  us,  because  it  was  unnecessary  to  the  title, 
and  we  had  no  Doubt  the  Patents  would  issue  without  it. 

Our  Objections  to  this  were  made  in  writing  to  M^  Cochran 
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in  March  23,  1803.  nor  from  that  time  to  this  have  I  or  my  Col- 
leagues deviated  for  a  Moment  from  the  Opinion  then  given, 
nor  have  1  untill  this  Moment,  nor  do  I  at  this  Moment  under- 
stand vi^hether  patents  will  issue  without  that  Insertion  or  not. 
In  the  mean  time  the  minds  of  the  People  here  are  agitated, 
they  do  not  come  in  to  deposit  tlieir  Connecticut  Deeds  as 
usual  ;  numerous  Contracts  are  made  on  the  strength  of  our 
Certificates,  which  are  not  complied  with  since  this  Doubt 
hangs  over  them.  The  Half  Share  men,  sneer  at  the  Compro- 
misers and  say  "we  told  you  at  first  what  all  this  would  come 
to,  that  you  never  would  get  a  title  ;"  the  State  is  liable  to  pay 
the  Pennsylvania  Claimant  while  the  Board  of  Property  cuts 
off  the  resources  of  the  State,  by  stopping  the  payments  into 
the  treasury,  and  the  salutary  change  of  rich  and  peacable 
Germans  in  lieu  of  restless  Connecticut  holders,  bound  indeed 
strongly  by  their  Interest,  but  slightly  by  their  Inclination, 
is  unfortunately  stopt.  Under  the  Circutnstances  of  Suspicion, 
which  the  Conduct  of  the  Board  of  Property  has  so  impru- 
dently given  Birth  to,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  think  of  settling  the 
Dispute.  Not  a  Soul  will  now  purchase  under  a  patent  that 
contains  *he  released  land,  for  fear  the  future  title  should 
be  confined  to  it,  nor  will  a  single  Connecticut. 
Yours,  &c. , 

Thomas  Cooper. 


Case  for  the  Attorney  QeneraV s  Opinion. 

It  appears  by  the  Information  of  Daniel  Brodhead  and  Wil- 
liam Parsons,  Two  of  His  Majesties  Justices  of  tlie  Peace  for 
the  County  of  Northampton,  that  many  Persons,  the  natural 
born  Subjects  of  His  Majesty,  now  residing  in  This  and  some 
of  tlie  Neighbouring  Provinces,  liave  openly  declared  their  In- 
tention in  a  Body  to  possess  themselves  of  and  settle  upon  a 
large  Tract  of  Land  in  this  Province,  lying  on  the  Sasquehanna 
River,  and  commonly  called  Wyomick,  without  any  Lycense 
or  Grant  from  our  Honourable  Proprietaries. or  Authority  from 
the  Government,  which  Intention  they  have  also  declared  they 
will  carry  into  Execution  this  Spring.  This  Tract  of  Land  has 
not  yet  been  purchased  of  the  Six  Nation  Indians,  but  has 
hitherto  been  reserved  and  is  now  used  by  them  for  their  hunt- 
ing Ground. 

The  Government  of  Pennsvlvania,  by  tfieir  Treaties  -with 
those  Indians,  stand  engaged  not  to  permit  any  Persons  to  set- 
tle upon   Lands  within  the  Bounds  of  the  Province  that  have 


COMMISSIONERS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


513 


tho«  rV^""'"^^'^"  ^"^^  *^^°^-  Hence  it  is  apprehended 
ofourT  r"  »->'-terpre.  such  a  Settlement  Tvioiati^n 
wonM  H  '^t'''  T}  '"^•'^  ^^  ^"^"""^  *°  ^^'"'^^t  Hostihties  that 
would  be  attended  with  consequences  most  dangerous  at  this 

Q.  If  any  Persons  give  out  in  Speeches  that  thev  are  going 
to  possess  themselves  of  this  Tract  of  Land,  and  persuadS 
Others  to  go  ^ith  them,  and  are  making  Preparation  to  go  ac- 
cording y;  O.  if  they  shall  presume  to  go  and  settle  theJe ;  Is 
U  lawful  for  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  to  cause  such  Persons  to 
be  arrested  and  imprisoned? 

To  Enter  upon  and  seize  the  Lands  of  the  proprietaries,  or 
others,  without  their  permission,  are  Acts  against  the  Laws, 
and  manifest  Breaches  of  the  publick  peace.  Such  Offences,  byi 
f^nH  t  "^"'r^  ^^"^'^^°"«  Example  and  highly  penal,as  they 
tend  to  Sedition  and  are  likely  to  terminate  in  Capital  Crimes 
If  any  person,  by  Words,  or  Actions,  discover  an  Intention 
to  disturb  the  pubhck  peace,  they  may  be  Arrested  and  Im- 
prisoned until  they  give  sufficient  Security  to  keep  the  peace 
and  be  of  good  Behaviour. 

Therefore,  if  it  shall  be  made  appear  to  any  Justice  of  the 
peace,  by  Oath  or  Affirmation,  that  any  persons  have  engaged 
themselves  in  the  unlawful  Design  mentioned  in  the  State  of 
this  Case,  or  have  done  any  Acts  tending  to  promote  it,  I  am 
of  Opinion  It  will  be  the  Duty  of  such  Justice  to  issue  his  War- 
rants to  apprehend  those  persons,  and  upon  their  being  Ar- 
rested, to  commit  them  to  Goal,  unless  they  give  securities  to 
appear  at  the  next  Quarier  Sessions  to  answer  for  their  Offences 
and  m  vhe  meantime  to  Jieep  the  peace  and  be  of  good  Beha- 
viour, such  as  the  Justice,  in  his  discretion,  shall  think  reason- 
able. 

is-b  7u       u    .r.n.  Tbnch  Fbancis. 

18'"  March,  1754. 
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WILKES-BARRE. 

JOSEPH  KELLT. 
Sub.  907.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  part  of  lot  N".  19  in  the  third  Division,  Viz:  That 
part  of  said  lot  not  claimed  by  Daniel  Downing,  jun^,  John- 
Hollenback  &  Joseph  Kelly  Johnson. 

See  the  Title  of  John  &  Matthias  Hollenback  in  the  late  Com- 
missioners' Books  of  titles  for  their  claim  to  part  of  this  lot  for 
the  title  into  James  Shaw. 

Deed  26  Nov^  ,  1791.     Con  :  £105.  • 

James  Shaw  and  Anna  Shaw  to  Joseph  Kelly  for  that  part  of 
Lot  N".  19  abating  north  on  land  belonging  to  John  Holleri- 
back,  and  westerly  on  Mill  Creek  and  Southerly  on  the  public 
Land,  &''\ 

N.  B.  — Out  of  this  Joseph  Kelly  has  sold  to  Daniel  Downing 
jun'. .  two  pieces  of  land  taken  together  containing  130  Acres, 
and  one  piece  to  Joseph  Kelly  Johnson  containing  five  Acres. 

Sub.  907.      Oath  filed. 

Joseph  Kelly  as  natural  Guardian  of  his  Grandson  Joseph 
Kelly  Johnson  a  Minor. 

Claims  for  him  five  Acres  of  lot  number  19  in  the  third  division 
Adjoining  Mill  Creek. 

See  the  title  of  Joseph  Kelly  on  the  preceeding  page  for  his 
title  to  this  lot. 

Deed,  18"^  Ap^,  1795.     Con:  love  &  affec".,  &c. 

Joseph  Kelly  to  Joseph  KelJy  Johnson, Beginning  at  the  bank 
of  the  North  east  branch  of  Mill  Creek  on  the  north  side  of  the 
public  Land,  running  on  a  Northeasterly  course  by  said  Creek 
to  the  south  line  of  Lands  belonging  to  John  Hollenback, 
thence  easterly  along  said  Hollenback 's  Land  so  far  that  a  line 
run  at  right  Angles  southerly  to  intersect  the  line  of  the  pub- 
lick  Land  as  to  contain  5  Acres. 

N.  B. — It  appears  that  afterwards  Joseph  Kelly  sold  to  Dan'. 
Downing,  jun^.  the  adjoining  part  of  said  Lot  and  the  Survey 
thereof  was  made  as  the  lioad  runs  across  said  Lot  and  not  at 
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right  Angles  as  mentioned  in  the  above  Deed,  and  that  a  Cer- 
tilicate  to  said  Downing  has  Issued  by  the  former  Board  of 
Commissioners  in  that  M'ay,  And  as  the  value  of  this  piece  of 
Land  is  not  lessoned  thereby,  the  Commissioners  liave  directed 
a  Certificate  to  be  made  out  conformable  to  the  line  between 
Downing  and  this  lot  as  they  have  Established  it. 


SAMUEL  PEAS. 

Claims  14  Acres  &  138  perches  of  Meadow  lot  N».  19. 

See  the  title  of  Reuben  Downing  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
books  of  Wilkesbarre  titles  for  title  of  this  lot  into  the  heirs  of 
Clement  Daniels. 

Office  copy  filed  of  the  division  of  the  real  Estate  of  Clement 
Daniels,  deceased,  among  his  heirs  in  which  Luceny  Daniels 
now  Luceny  Downing,  wife  of  Joel  Downing,  has  set  off  to  her 
G  acres  at  the  Southwest  end  of  Meadow  Lot  N".  19  joining 
Southerly  land  of  Charles  Bennet,  Westerly  land  of  Salmon 
Daniels  and  Samuel  Peas,  northerly  W"".  Judd  &  Easterly  the 
main  road  tliro"  Wilkesbarre. 

Office  copy  filed,  Joel  Downing  &  Luceny  Downing  to  Sam'. 
Peas  for  a  piece  of  Meadow  lot  N".  19  bounded  south  on  Charles 
Bennet's  Land,  west  on  Lands  of  Salmon  Daniels,  North  on  M'. 
Judd,  East  on  the  main  Road  from  Wilkesbarre  to  Hanover, 
to  contain  G  Acres. 

Claim  for  Another  Piece. 

Office  copy  filed  of  the  Division  of  the  real  Estate  of  Clement 
Daniels, deceased,  among  his  heirs,  in  which  his  Widow's  dower 
i.s  set  off  as  follows:  see  the  Deed  below  for  the  description. 

Certificate  and  letter  filed.  That  Salmon  and  Luceny  were 
all  the  Children  of  Clement  Daniels,  deceased,  and  that  Sal- 
mon died  without  Children,  by  which  his  sister  Luceny  be- 
came his  heir. 

Deed  Jan^  1",  1808.     con  :  other  Lands. 

Joel  Downing  and  Luceny  Downing  to  Sara'.  Peas,  Beginning 
on  the  north  line  of  said  lot  at  a  corner  of  a  piece  of  Land  be- 
longing to  said  Samuel  Peas,  thence  on  the  north  line  of  said 
lot  to  the  Road  that  leads  from  Wilkesbarre  to  Cary  Town, 
thence  on  said  Road  to  land  of  Reuben  Downing  on  said  line 
a  parrellel  line  with  the  aforesaid  line  back  to  the  line  of 
Samuel  Peas,  thence  on  Peas's  land  to  the  place  of  beginning, 
containing  12  Acres  or  thereabouts. 
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MATTHIAS  HOLLENBACK. 

Sub.  320. 

Claims  lot  N°.  40  in  the  fourth  Division. 

See  his  title  entered  in  the  former  Commissioner's  book  of 
titles  for  Wilkesbarre  among  his  other  titles. 


HANOVEE. 

GEORGE  FRAZEE. 

Sub.  967. 

Claims  lot  N°.  2  in  the  third  Division  in  right  of  his  Wife 
Elizabeth,  late  Elizabeth  Franklin,  and  as  agent  for  John  Frank- 
lin and  others,  the  heirs  of  John  Franklin,  dec*. 

Hanover  list— Drawn  by  John  Franklin. 

Deposition  filed  of  Phebe  Young,  That  the  Children  of  John 
Franklin  were  Hulda,  Phebe,  Betsy,  Patty  and  John  &  that 
the  present  claimant  Married  Betsy  one  of  the  heirs  of  the  said 
John  Franklin,  deceased. 


ELIND  R.   WALLER. 
Sub.  892.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  lot  N".  24  in  the  second  Division. 
Hanover  List— Drawn  by  Hugh  Coffran. 

See  the  title  of  Lord  Butler  in  the  late  Commissioners'  book 
of  titles  for  Hanover. 

AVest.  Records,  page  519.  James  Lasley  to  Joseph  Croker  for 
the  common  or  undivided  Lands  belonging  to  N°.  14.  Deed 
dated  26  June,  1775.     Con  :  £19. 

Deed  23«  May,  1776.     Con  :  £9. 10. 

Joseph  Croker  to  Levi  Spencer  for  the  above  right  to  the 
common  Land  belonging  to  N°.  14. 
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Deposition  tiled  of  Benjamin  Cary,  That  Levi  Spencer  was 
killed  in  the  Indian  Battle  in  1778  &  he  left  no  Children  but 
left  one  brother,  Jeremiah  Spencer,  and  three  Sisters;  that  the 
Sisters  released  their  portion  to  their  Brother  Jeremiah.  See 
the  following  Deeds. 

Deed  16  July,   1793.      Con  :  £6. 

James  Willard  &  Mary  Willard  to  Jeremiah  Spencer  for  all 
the  right  they  have  or  ever  had  to  two  certain  tracts  of  Land 
in  Hanover. 

Receipt  28'"  Ap'.,  1794. 

Of  Elijah  Blackman  &  Abigail  Blackman  to  Jeremiah  Spen- 
cer for  being  in  full  of  all  Abigail's  demands  for  Lands  now 
lying  in  Susquehanna. 

Receipt  7  June,  1794. 

John  Garret  &  Esther  Garret  to  Jeremiah  Spencer,  in  full  of 
all  demands  for  Lands  belonging  to  Esther  Garret  lying  in  the 
Susquehanna. 

Deed  12  Feby.,  1807.      Con  :  70  Dls. 

Jeremiah  Spencer  and  Elisheba  Spencer  his  Wife  to  Claim- 
ant for  lot  N".  24  in  the  Second  Division  of  this  Township. 


GIDEON  BALDWIN. 

Sub.  446.    Oath  filed. 

Claims  half  of  the  South  east  eni  of  lot  N".  7,  in  the  first  divi- 
sion of  Hanover  Township. 

See  the  title  of  Richard  Inman  in  the  former  Commissioners" 
book  of  titles  in  Hanover  for  this  title  into  Gideon  Baldwin. 

Deed  30'"  Jan\  1798.     Con  :  £50. 

Gideon  Baldwin  to  Gideon  Baldwin,  jun^,  for  piece  of  Land 
on  lot  N°.  7  in  the  first  Division;  joining  west  on  Nathan  Wal- 
ler, north  on  N".  G,  south  on  Caleb  Spencer,  containing  100 
acres  more  or  less. 


MATTHIAS  HOLLENBACK. 

Sub.  836.      Oath  filed. 

Claims  lot  N°.  15  in  the  third  Division. 

See  this  title  in  the  former  Commissioners'  books  of   titles  of 
Hanover  in  the  claim  of  Napthali  Hurlbut. 
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NEWPORT  TOWNSHIP. 


CORNELIUS  BELLES. 


Sub.  658. 


Claims  lot  N".  6  in  the  second  Division  of  lots  in  Newport 
Township. 

See  the  title  of  Matthew  Covell  in  tne  late  Commissioners' 
book  of  title  of  Newport. 

Deed  9  Nov'. ,  1801.     Con  :  130  Dls. 

Matthew  Covell  to  Henry  Bennet  for  this  lot. 
Deed  5  March,  1802.     Con  :  300  Dls. 

Henry  Bennet  to  Claimant  for  the  same  lot. 


WILLIAM  BELLESFELT. 


Sub.  806. 


Claims  lot  N°.  14  in  the  second  tier  of  the  first  Division  of  lots 
in  Newport. 

See  the  title  of  Henry  Bennet  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
Book  of  titles  in  Newport. 

Office  copy  filed.  Henry  Bennet  to  William  Bellesfelt  for  lot 
N°.  14  in  the  second  tier  of  the  first  Division  Dated  the  5"' 
March,  1803.     Consideration  £62. 10. 


ABRAHAM  SMITH. 

Sub.  187. 

Claims  lot  N".  7  in  the  Second  tier,  first  division.  This  title 
■was  made  out  and  entered  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book 
of  titles  of  Newport  Township;  but  no  Certificate  was  granted 
as  was  returned,  belonging  to  a  non-resident  right.  Under 
the  last  Supplement  to  the  Act  of  1799  this  was  one  of  the 
special  cases  alluded  to  in  that  Supplement  and  therefore  the 
Commissioners  deem  this  a  good  title. 
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ELEAZER  DANA. 
Sub.  1003. 

Claims  lot  N^  22  in  the  second  Division. 

See  the  title  of  Martin  Vandine  in  the  former  Commss"  book 
of  titles  of  Newport  Township  for  Anderson  Danas  title  to  this 
lot. 
Deed  27Sep^,  17i)4.     Con. 

Anderson  Dana  to  Claimant  for  this  lot. 


Sub.  273. 

Joseph  Reader  in  trust  for  the  heirs  of  Adrian  Lines, deceased, 
Viz :  Conrad  Lines,  Samuel  Lines,  Abraham  Lines,  Rachel 
Lines  &  Clary  Lines.  Claims  a  Lot  being  the  100  Acre  lot  be- 
longing to  N°.  48  in  the  third  Division. 

See  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book  of  titles  for  Newport, 
where  the  title  is  made  out  for  100  Acre  lot  of  N".  48  in  the 
third  division. 

iq^ote.— The  Town  Book  of  Newport  being  produced,  &  Jona- 
than Smith,  town  Clark,  also  appeared  to  explain.  It  appears 
that  there  are  two  lots  belonging  to  N°.  48  in  the  third  divi- 
sion, viz  :  one  100  Acre  lot  &  another  of  50  Acres  to  make  up  the 
quantity  of  150  Acres  to  this  number. 

Deed  10  May,  1802.     Con  :  £50. 

Daniel  M^Mullen  to  Joseph  Reader  and  the  children  of  Adrian 
Lines,  deceased. 

Deed  25  Jan^^. ,  1808.     Con  :  £5. 

Joseph  Reader  to  Conrad,  Samuel,  Abraham,  Rachel  &  Clary 
Lines,  children  of  Adrian  Lines,  deceased. 

Deed  25  Jan-^  ,  1808.     Con     £5. 

Henry  Fritz  to  Samuel,  Conrad,  Abraham,  Rachel  and  Clary 
Lines,  Children  of  Abraham  Lines,  deceased. 


NATHAN  KINGSLEY. 

Sub.  976.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  lot  N".  27  in  the  second  Division  and  lot  N°.  53  in  the 
third  Division. 
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Newport  List — Drawn  by  John  Hagamun. 

Deposition  filed  of  Mason  F.  Alden,  That  before  the  "War 
Jolm  Hagaman  &  William  Andern  one  together,  one  half  right 
or  300  acres,  which  was  laid  out  in  Newport,  but  deponent  can- 
not recollect  the  number  of  the  lots  ;  but  recollects  that  after 
the  right  was  entered  Andern  sold  his  part  of  said  right  to 
Nathan  Kingsley  &  deponent  has  always  considered  the  said 
J^ands  among  the  lots  set  in  the  list  to  John  Hagaman  and  that 
Andern  has  always  been  considered  by  deponent  as  Owning 
lands  in  Newport. 

West.  ReC^. ,  page  1245. 

William  Andern  to  Nathan  Kingsley  for  one  right  of  Land 
laid  out  in  Newport  Township.  Deed  dated  26  March,  1774. 
Con  :  £50. 


JOHN  JACOBS,  Jun'. 
Sub.  290.      Oath  filed. 

Olalms  a  50  Acre  lot  being  part  of  lot  N°.  48  in  the  third  divi- 
sion, for  James  M^Mullen,  George  M'^Mullen,  Betsy  Konglin 
wife  of  Jacob  Konglin  and  in  right  of  Elenor  the  Wife  of  Claim- 
ant. 

See  the  title  of  Joseph  Reader  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
Book  of  titles  of  Newport  Township  for  this  title  into  Daniel 
M'^MuUen  ;  see  also  Joseph  Reader  title  for  the  heirs  of  Adrian 
Lines  in  page  18  of  this  t)ook  in  explanation  of  this  title. 

See  deposition  filed  that  the  above  named  James,  George, 
Betsy  &  Elenor  are  all  the  Children  of  Daniel  M^Mulien,  De- 
ceased. 


CHRISTIAN  SARVER. 

Sub.  58. 

Claims  Lot  N".  19  in  the  Second  Division. 

Newport  List— Drawn  by  Ephraim  Harris. 

Office  Copy  filed  of  a  Deed  from  Andrew  Alden  to  William 
Hyde,  d^ted  Nov.  20'\  1795  Con:  flOO  for  Lots  N"  19  &  38  in 
tiie  second  division. 

Deed  5  Ap^  ,  1790.      Con  :  £15. 

William  Hyde  to  Benjamin  Perry  for  Lot  N".  19  in  the  second 
Division  to  contain  100  Acres. 
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Deed  3  Sep'. ,   1801.      Con  :  IJOO  Dls. 

Benjamin   Perry  to   Claimant  for  lot   N°.  It)  in  the   Second 
Division  to  contain  100  Acres. 


SALEM  TOWNSHIP. 

MICHAEL  SYBERT. 

Sub.  428.      Oath  filed. 

Claims  lot  N".  4  in  the  second  division  of  this  Tovi^nship. 

See  his  title  entered  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book  of 
titles  of  Salem  Township. 

On  Application  to  the  former  Board  of  Commissioners  it  was 
alledged  that  the  Claimant  held  this  Land  under  a  Pennsyl- 
vania title  and  therefore  this  claim  for  that  reason  was  re- 
jected, but  it  now  appears  from  the  Statement  of  Alexander 
Jameson,  Esquire,  one  of  the  town  Committee,  that  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  this  lot,  is  not  included  in  the  Pennsylvania 
claim  refered  to  by  the  former  Board,  and  is  therefore  admitted 
by  the  present  Commissioners. 


HONTETER  SYBERT. 

Sub.  428.      Oath  filed. 

Claims  lot  N°.  14  in  the  second  division. 

See  his  title  entered  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book  of 
titles  of  Salem  Township. 

This  title  Stands  under  the  same  circumstances  of  the  above 
title  of  Michael  Sybert,  and  is  now  admitted  for  the  same  rea- 
sons. 

Sub.  1032. 

Samuel  Blight  by  his  Attorney  Thomas  Dyer,  Claims  lot  N°. 
37  in  the  third  Division. 

PoAver  of  Attorney,  Samuel  Blight  to  Thomas  Dyer. 

Salem  list— Drawn  by  the  Reverend  Stephen  White. 

Re^  the  title  of  Martin  Hirt  and  of  John  Abbot  in  the  former 
Commissioners'  books  of  titles  for  Salem  Township. 
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Deposition  filed  of  Thomas  Dyer,  That  Mary,  Lydia,  Susanna 
John,  Elisha  &  Sally  are  the  Names  of  all  the  children  of 
Stepnen  White,  deceased,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  that 
he  has  been  Acquainted  with  the  family  of  the  said  Stephen 
Whit(^ 
Deed  27  Feb^,  1801.     Con  :  300  Dls. 

Mary  White,  Lydia  Elderkin,  Susanna  White,  John  White, 
Elisha  White  &  Sally  White,  heirs  to  Stephen  White,  dec''.,  to 
Samuel  Blight  for  this  among  other  lots. 


Sub.  1023. 

Jabez  Adams  by  his  Att^.  Thomas  Dyer,  Esquire,  Claims  the 
one-half  of  Lot  N°.  18  in  the  third  Division. 

See  the  title  of  Joseph  Parks  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
Books  of  titles  in  Salem  Township,  for  the  title  of  Claimant 
to  this  half  Lot. 

Power  of  Attorney  dated  Dec"".,  1803,  Jabez  Adams  to 
Thomas  Dyer. 


Sub.  953. 

William  Howard,  James  Howard,  Nathan  Howard  and  Vine 
Howard  by  their  Atf^  Alexander  Jameson. 

Claims  lots  N°.  7  iu  the  second  Division  and  N".  27  in  the  third 
J^ivision. 
Salem  List— Drawn  by  Cap'.  John  Howard. 

See  power  of  Atty.  filed. 

See  Certificate  filed  of  W".  J.  Williams,  Clk  of  Probate 
dated  probate  Office,  Windham  District,  9""  March,  1808,  of  an 
Extract  from  the  Will  of  John  Howard,  deC^.,  devising  the 
above  Lands  to  his  Sons  William  Howard  i,  to  James  Howard 
i,  to  Nathan  Howard  i,  and  to  his  three  grand  children,  chil- 
dren of  his  son  John  Howard  \. 

Certificate  filed  of  Justice  Moseley  of  Hampton,  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  that  the  Male  heirs  of  John  Howard  were 
John  the  Younger,  William,  James  and  Nathan,  That  John 
the  Younger  has  deceased  and  left  only  one  heir,  namely  Vine 
Howard. 
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Sub.  955. 

James  Howard  by  his  Atty.  Alexander  Jameson  Claims  lot 
N".  13  in  the  third  Division. 

Salem  List. — Drawn  by  James  Howard. 


ALEXANDER  JAMESON. 

Sub.  898. 

Claims  Lot  N°.  39  in  the  third  Division. 
Salem  list — Dran  n  by  Jeremiah  Ross. 

See  in  the  foriuer  Commissioners'  Books  of  titles  of  Salem 
Township  tor  the  title  to  this  Lot  into  Thomas  Parks. 

Power  of  Attorney  filed  of  Thomas  Parks  to  Putnam  Cat- 
Hn,  Dated  7  June,  1796. 

Deed  25  March,  1808.     Con  :  10  Dls. 

Putnam  Catlin  to  Claimant  for  this  Lot. 


HUNTINGTON  TOWNSHIP. 

THOMAS    STEVENS. 

Sub.  893.     Oath  filed. 

Thomas  Stevens,  Attorney  of  Thomas  Stevens  who  for  him- 
self and  as  Agent  for  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Stevens,  Dec'^. 

Claims  Lots  N°.  22  in  the  first  Division, 

N".  49  in  the  Second  Division  & 

,    ■  '     N".  34  in  the  third  Division. 

Huntington  list— Drawn  by  Thomas  Stevens. 

Power  of  Attorney.  Dated  12  June,  1807.  Thomas  Stevens 
for  himself  and  Agent  for  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Stevens  his 
father,  dec"*.,  to  Tho'.  Stevens  to  take  the  management  of  his 
Lands  in  Huntington. 


GERSHOM   HEWITT. 
Sub.  704.      Oath  filed. 

Thomas  Stevens,  Att-'^  in  fact  for  Gershom  Hewit.     Claims 
lots  N".  45  and  5  of  N".  52  both  in  the  third  Division. 
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See  the  titles  of  Elijah  Goodwin,  Sebastian  Sybert,  Thomas 
Dodson  and  Nathan  Munro  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book 
of  titles  in  Huntington  Township. 

Power  of  Attorney,  Dated  11  June,  1807. 

Gershom  Hewit  to  Thomas  Stevens  to  recover  and  take  care 
of  his  Lands  in  the  County  of  Luzerne  for  himself  and  as  Agent 
and  parent  of  Benjamin  Hewit,  Gershom  Hewit,  jun^,  John 
Stannard  and  Hepsibeth  his  wife,  Anthony  Horseford  and 
Sarah  his  wife  and  Anna  Hewit. 


TRUEMAN  MUNROE. 
Sub.  933. 

Claims  one  third  of  Lots  N".  9  &  88  in  the  third  Division. 
See  the  Titles  of  Ransford  Hoyt  in  the  former  Commission- 
ers' Book  of  titles  in  Huntington. 

Deed  6">  July,  1807.     Con  :  40  Dollars. 

Stephen  Hoyt  and  Ransford  Hoyt  to  Claimant  for  all  their 
right,  title,  claim  and  demand  to  these  lots. 

N.  B. — By  referring  to  the  title  of  Ransford  Hoyt  as  above  it 
will  appear  that  Ransford  &  Stephen  Hoyt  were  each  entitled 
to  one  third  of  these  Lots.  The  Claimant  has  received  the  Cer- 
tificate of  the  former  Board  for  Ransford's  Share  and  he  now 
Claims  a  Certificate  for  Stephen's  share,  being  one  third. 


ABRAHAM  WOOLIEVER 
Sub.  1013. 

Claims  lot  N°.  47  in  the  third  Division. 

Huntington  list— Drawn  by  John  Perry  on  John  Hubbard's 
right. 

Deed  15  October,  1796.     Con :  80  Dollars. 

John  Perry  to  Joseph  Clerk  Ferry  for  Lot  N°.  47  in  the  third 
Division  of  Lands  in  Huntington,  containing  100  Acres. 

Deed  3  Peb^,  1801.     Con  :  250  Dls. 

Joseph  C.  Perry  to  David  Kinney  for  the  same  lot  as  above 
mentioned. 

Deed  13  OctT.,  1801.     Con  :  35  Dls. 

David  Kinnv  to  Claimant  for  the  same  Lot  of  Land. 
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Sub.  944.     Oath  filed. 

Abiel  Fellows  «&  Stephen  Harrison,  Town  Committee. 

Claims  Lot  N°.  13  in  the  second  Division  &  lot  N°.  24  in  the 
third  Division. 

Huntington  List  Lot  N".  13  drawn  as  a  Parsonage  Lot. 
N°.  24  drawn  as  a  School  lot. 

See  Huntington  titles  under  the  former  Commissioners  for 
a  Certificate  that  Said  Fellows  &  Harrison  are  the  Town 
Committee. 

STEPHEN  HARRISON. 
Sub.  1008.     Oath  filed. 

•     Claims  lots  N".  35  in  the  first  Division  N".  3  in  the  second  Di- 
vision and  N".  8  in  the  third  Division  for  the  Heirs  of  John 
Franklin,  Deceased. 
Huntington  List— Drawn  by  John  Williams. 

West.  ReC  page  997.  John  Williams  to  John  Franklin  for 
two  whole  rights  or  Shares  of  Land  in  the  Township  of  Hunt- 
ington, in  Westmoreland,  and  by  first  division  lots  laid  out  by 

N".  35  &  61. 

N.  B.  —John  Franklin,  one  of  the  heirs,  appears  before  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  and  suggests  that  his  Father  John 
Franklin  did  Sell  lot  N".  35  in  the  first  Division,  to  one  Peter 
Fundy  many  years  ago,  and  therefore  the  Commissioners  will 
Issue  no  Certificate  for  lot  N°.  35  in  the  first  Division  to  Claim- 
ants. 


JOHN  FRANKLIN. 

Sub.  1044.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  lots  N°.  18  in  the  second  Division  &  N°.  11  in  the  third 
Division. 
Huntington  List— Drawn  by  John  Franklin. 

West.  ReC*,  page  46.  John  Franklin  to  Claimant  for  half  of 
Lot  N».  19  &  20  and  the  After  Divisions  of  lot  N".  20. 

Office  Copy  filed.  John  Franklin  to  his  Son  Billa  Franklin 
for  the  above  Claimed  Lands,  Luzerne  Records,  Book  N°.  5, 
page  45.     Deed  dated  23  June,  1797.      Con  :  Affection,  &". 

Deed  10  July,  1807.     Con  :  other  liands. 

Billa  Franklin  to  present  Claimant  for  the  same  Lands 
(being  a  reoonveyance). 
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JOHN  RHODES  &  JOHN  DODSON. 
Sub.  1004. 

CJaims  ninety-seven  Acres  and  ninety-nine  perches  part  ot 
Lots  N».  19  &  20  in  the  first  Division. 
Claim  lor  half  Lot  N^  19. 

Huntington  list— Drawn  by  John  Ferry, 

I3ook  produced  of  Susquehanna  Company  Records,  page  ?>, 
John  Perry  and  John  Ferry,  jun'.,  to  John  Franklin  for  lot 
N".  19  Id  the  first  Division.  Deed  dated  15  July,  1776.  Con: 
other  Lands. 

For  the  rest  of  the  title  into  John  Franklin  see  the  title  of 
said  Franklin  on  the  preceding  page. 

Deed  30  Sep^ ,  1807.     Con  :  300  Dollars. 

John  Franklin  to  Claimants  for  that  part  of  Lot  N».  19  & 
20  in  the  first  Division,  lying  West  of  the  Road  or  Highway, 
running  North  &  South,  containing  by  the  last  Survey  97  "'. 
99  p^  with  the  Usual  Allowance. 


PHILIP  OOSS. 
Sub.  481.      Oath  filed. 

Claims  one  Seventh  undivided  part  of  lot  N".  33  in  the  third 
Division. 

See  his  title  for  the  other  part  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
book  of  Titles  in  Huntington. 

Deed  28'"  Sep'. ,  1807.     Con  :  20  Dols. 

Nathaniel  Goss  to  Philip  Goss  for  all  his  title  to  the  above 
Lot. 
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PLYMOUTH  TOWNSHIP. 

THOMAS  WRIGHT. 

Sub.  90. 

Claims  lot  N°.  25  in  the  lifth  Division  of  this  Township. 

It  appears  to  the  present  Board  of  Commissioners  that  there 
has  been  a  mistake  in  his  title  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
Book  of  titles. for  Plymouth,  as  it  respects  lot  IN".  25  in  the 
fourth  Division  ;  by  refering  to  the  title  of  Joel  &  Anna  Camp 
in  the  last  mentioned  titles,  the  Title  of  Thomas  Wright  will 
be  explained,  and  the  said  Thomas  Wright  has  returned  his 
Certificate  for  the  lot  in  the  fourth  Division,  which  is  claimed 
by  Samuel  Heath.     See  his  title,  page  42  of  this  Book. 

Deed  of  Assignment,  5  Feb^.,  1806. 

Joel  and  Anna  Camp  for  aH  this  lot  except  75  Acres. 
Deed  of  Assignment,  25'"  March,  1807. 

Noah  Wadhams  to  Thomas  Wright  for  the  Same. 


ABRAHAM  NISBIT. 

Sub.  365. 

Claims  lot  N^  16  in  the  fifth  Division. 

See  his  title  in  the  former  Commissioners'  Books,  in  which 
this  lot  has  been  overlooked. 


Sub.  346.     Oath  filed. 

Samuel  Heath  for  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Heath,  deceased. 

Claims  Six  ninths  undivided  of  Lot  N".  25  in  the  4'*'  Division 
and  N".  13  in  the  fifth  Division. 

See  the  title  for  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Heath  in  the  former 
Commissioners'  book  of  title  of  Plymouth  in  which  the  title 
to  these  Lots  are  Stated,  but  by  mistake  a  Certificate  was 
Issued  to  Thomas  Wright  for  lot  N°.  25  which  is  now  returned 
to  the  Commissioners. 
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SAMUEL  HEATH. 
Sub.  346.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  three-Ninths  undivided  parts  of  Lot  N°.  25  in  the 
fourth  Division,  and  of  Lot  N",  13  in  the  fifth  Division. 

See  the  title  of  the  Heirs  of  Thomas  Heath  as  in  the  above 
title. 

Claims  One-ninth  as  one  of  the  Heirs  of  Thomas  Heath, 
Dec"^. ,  and  one-ninth  as  follows  : 

Deed  11  Oct^ ,  1806.     Con':  50  DIs. 

John  Heath  to  Samuel  Heath  for  all  his  right  to  the  Lands 
of  his  father  Thomas  Heath,  DeC*. 
And  one-ninth  more  as  follows  : 

Deed  10  June,  1803.     Con  :  54  DIs. 

Amos  Roberts  and  Mary  Roberts  for  all  their  right  to  the 
Lands  of  Thomas  Heath,  dec'*.     This  oompleats  the  |. 


LEVI  BRUNSON. 
Sub.  922. 

Claims  Lot  N".  2  in  the  fifth  Division. 

See  the  title  of  David  Reynolds  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
Book  of  Titles  in  Plymouth  for  David  Reynolds'  titleto  this  lot. 

Deed  July  8'^  1807.     Con  :  free  gift. 

David  Reynolds  to  Levi  Brunson  for  this  Lot,  containing 
by  estimation  150  Acres. 

N.  B. — This  Lot  was  Certified  by  mistake  by  the  former 
Board  to  George  P.  Ransom,  but  is  now  given  up  by  him  as 
he  claims  no  title  thereto 


PETER  STEEL,  junr. 
Sub.  931. 

Claims  two  equal  undivided  fifth  parts  of  lot  N".  27  in  the 
fifth  Division. 

See  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book  of  titles  in  Plymouth 
the  title  of  William  Baker  and  Daniel  Ayres  &  also  the  title  of 
William  Baker  for  the  title  of  William  Baker  to  this  lot. 
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Deed  13'"  Jan.,  1803.       Con  :  20  Dls. 

William  Baker  And  Wife  to  Claimant  for  two-fifths,  equal 
undivided  parts. 


JOSIAH   IVES. 

Claims  1  Acre  and  I.jO  perches  of  House  lot  N".  1,  upper  tier. 
See  the  title  of  John  Piei-ce  for  part  of  the  same  Lot  to  John 
N.  Wooley. 

Deed  2G  March,  1791.      Con  :  £14. 

John  N.  Wooley  to  Claimant,  beginning  at  a  Stake  the  N. 
W.  corner  of  Meadow  Lot  N".  1  and  the  S.  E.  corner  of  House 
lot  N°.  1  on  the  highway  l^etween  Kingston  and  J*lymouth, 
and  running  southwesterly  with  the  line  of  the  said  Meadow 
lots  10  perches  to  the  S.  E.  corner  of  Lot  N".  2,  then  running 
the  full  breadth  of  10  perches  of  said  house  lot  N^  1  N.  33^  W. 
between  Lot  N°.  2  and  the  said  highway  thirty-one  perches 
to  a  Stake,  Containing  one  Acre  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
perches. 


JOSEPH  REYNOLDS. 
Sub.  1018. 

Claims  the  Northwesterly  half  of  Lot  N°.  51,  in  the  fifth  Divi- 
sion. 

See  the  Title  of  Levi  Brunson  for  the  other  half  in  the  former 
Commissioners'  book  of  titles  in  Plymouth  for  which  the  title 
is  made  out  compleat  in  the  Claimant. 


JOSHUA  &  BENAJAH  FULLER. 

Sub.  150. 

Claims  lot  N".  26  in  the  fifth  Division. 

Plymouth  List — Drawn  by  Enos  Gale. 

The  rest  of  this  title  delay'd  to  be  produced  before  the  Com- 
mission Closed  ;  these  are  in  the  hands  of  Claimant. 
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LAWRENCE  MYERS. 
Sub.  913.     Oath  filed.. 

Claims  Seven  Acres  more  or  less,  being  part  of  I-ots  N°.  6,  7, 
&  8,  upper  tier  of  Meadow  lots. 

See  the  titles  of  Lawrence  Myers  in  the  former  Commission- 
ers' books  of  titles  for  Plymouth,  as  also  the  title  of  Nathan 
Parrish  in  the  same  book. 

Deed  6  Aug'. ,  1807.     Con  :  97  Dls.  11  Cents. 

James  Wheeler,  Sheriff,  (Seized  as  the  property  of  Nathan 
Parrish),  to  Claimant  for  a  parcel  of  Land  situate  in  Ply- 
mouth Township,  bounded  as  follows:  On  lands  of  Darius 
Williams  on  the  West,  by  the  River  Susquehanna  on  the  South 
and  on  the  Creek,  commonly  called  the  Island  Creek  on  the 
East  and  North,  containing  7  acres  more  or  less 


SARAH  GRUBB 

Sub.  1012.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  parts  of  House  Lots  N°.  1,  2,  3,  4,  &  5  and  lots  N".  41 
&  42  in  the  third  Division. 

Claim  for   House  lot  N°.  1 : 

See  the  title  of  .fohn  Pierce  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
book  of  titles  in  Plymouth,  where  it  appears  that  the  title  was 
in  Ebenezer  Parrish  for  this  lot. 

Claim  for  part  of  House  lot  N".  2  : 

See  the  title  of  Darius  "Williams  in  the  former  Commission- 
ers' book  of  titles  in  Plymouth,  as  also  the  title  of  John  Joseph, 
same  book,  where  it  appears  that  the  title  of  this  also  was  in 
Ebenezer  Parrish. 

Claim  for  part  of  House  lots  3,  4  &  5  : 

See  the  title  of  Darius  AVilliams  in  the  former  Commission- 
ers' book  of  titles  in  Plymouth  for  the  title  of  Nathan  Parrish 
to  these  lots  of  Land. 

Deed  9'"  Ap.,  1793.      Con:  £50. 

Nathan  Parrish  to  Peter  Grubb  for  part  of  house  lots  N''  3,  4 
&  5,  containing  14  acres  more  or  less,  Beginning  on  the  West 
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yide  of  the  highway  that  runs  thro'  the  middle  of  said  House 
lots  on  the  north  hue  of  House  lot  N°.  3,  thence  running  on 
the  west  side  of  said  Highway  20  rods  to  a  boundary  near  the 
corner  of  Aaron  Dean's  House,  thence  N.  34  vV.  l(j  rods,  thence 
S.  G3  W.  10  rods,  thence  N.  34  W.  60  rods,  thence  N.  53  E.  30 
rods  and  thence  to  the  first  bounds,  &  one  other  piece  of  Land 
in  the  third  Division  N".  8  Joining  Land  of  John  Wooley,  con- 
taining 50  acres  more  or  less. 

Deed  4  October,  1739.      Con  :  50£. 

Ebenezer  Parrish  to  Peter  Grubb  for  part  of  House  lots  N". 

1  «&  2,  Beginning  at  the  highway  that  passes  by  the  house  I 
now  live  in  to  Plymouth  Town,  thence  running  on  the  north- 
erly line  of  House  lot  N".  1  and  Southerly  line  of  House  lot  N°. 

2  to  the  line  between  the  house  lots  and  the  third  division  lots, 
estimated  at  10  Acres  more  or  less. 

Claim  for  lot  N".  4  in  the  third  Division  : 
Plymouth  list— Drawn  by  Abraham     Brokaw. 

See  the  title  of  Samuel  Lucas  in  the  former  Commissioners 
book  of  titles  in  Plymouth  for  this  lot  in  Lawrence  Myers. 

See  deposition  of  Lawrence  Myers  that  in  his  deed  to  Eben- 
ezer  Parrish  for  part  of  house  lot  N".  10  was  included  a  con- 
veyance for  lot  N°.  41  in  the  third  division 

Deed  7  May,  1794.      Con  :  £23. 

Ebenezer  Parrish  to  Peter  Grubb  for  Lot  N".  41  in  Plymouth, 
in  the  third  division,  containing  36  Acres  more  or  less. 
Claim  for  Lot  N".  42  in  the  third  Division  : 

Plymouth  List — Drawn  by  Zebulon  Butler. 

Deed  4  Jany. ,  1791.     Con  :  £25. 

Zebulon  Butler  to  Peter  Grubb  for  Lot  N°.  43  in  the  third 
Division,  containing  about  36  Aci'es,  more  or  less. 

Deed  24  Nov. ,  1803.     Con  :  £280. 

Benjamin  Dorrance,  Sheriff  of  Luzerne  County,  to  "William 
Crabb  for  the  following  described  tract  of  Laud,  Situate  in 
Plymouth  Township,  bounded  northerly  on  the  public  high- 
way between  Kingston  and  Plymouth,  Southerly  on  Lands  of 
Aaron  Dean,  containing  about  85  Acres. 

Deed  19  Aug'.,  1807.     Con  :  401  Dls.  15  Cents. 

William  Crabb  to  Claimant  for  the  Land  last  described. 
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JOSHUA  PUGtH. 

Sub.  1048. 

Claims  lot  N".  12  in  the  fifth  Division. 
Plymouth  list — Drawn  by  Abraham  Brokaw. 

Office  copy  filed.  Abraham  Brokaw  to  Lawrence  Myers  for 
lot  N".  12  in  the  fifth  Division.  Deed  dated  June  26'\  1793. 
Con  :  £116  for  this  among  other  Lands. 

Office  copy  filed.  Lawrence  Myers  to  Samuel  Allen  for  the 
same  lot.     Deed  dated  February  3"*,  1795.     Con  :  other  Lauds. 

Deed  1  March,  1801.     Con  :  93  Dls. 

Samuel  Allen  to  John  Bidlack  for  the  same  Lot  of  Land. 
Deed  24  Oct^,  1807.     Con  :  46  Dls. 

John  Bidlack  to  Claimant  for  this  Lot. 


THOMAS  CAS 
Sub.  1048. 

Claims  one-third  f33  Acres  Set  off)  of  Lot  N».  6  in  the  fifth 
Division. 

Plymouth  List — Drawn  by  David  Marvin. 

Seethe  title  of  Samuel  Pringle  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
book  of  titles  in  Plymouth  for  part  of  the  title  of  this  lot. 

Office  copy  filed.  Zerah  &  Matthew  Marvin  to  Samuel  Prin- 
gle  for  one-third  of  the  fifth  division  lot  N°.  6.  Deed  dated  May 
the  16'",  1798.      Con  :  130  Dls. 

Deed27  June  1801.     Com  :  33  Dls. 

Samuel  Pringleto  John  Bidlack  for  one-third  of  this  lot,  that 
part  joining  on  Bedford  Line  and  the  back  line  of  the  Town  at 
right  Angles  across  said  lot  and  to  contain  33  Acres,  more  or 
less.  Deed  24  Oct^ ,  1807.     Con  :  46  Dls. 

John  Bidlack  to  Claimant  for  the  Same. 


BENAJAH  FULLER. 

Sub,  376.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  lot  N".  34  in  the  fifth  Division. 
Plymouth  List  Set  to  Isaac  Van  Campen. 
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See  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book  of  titles  of  Plymouth, 
in  the  title  of  Charles  Barney  the  Deed  from  Isaac  Van  Campen 
to  Robert  Faulkner  for  the  whole  right. 

Deed  14  Ap^,  1794.     Con  :  £18. 

Robert  Faulkner  to  Samuel  Allen  for  lot  N".  34  in  the  fifth 
Division. 

Deed  16  May,  1796.      Con  :  £40. 

Samuel  Allen  to  Eden  Ruggles  for  the  same  lot. 
Deed  9  Nov.,  1807.      Con:  £149. 

Eden  Ruggles  to  Benajah  Fuller  for  the  Same. 


LUKE  SWEATLAND. 
Sub.  907. 

Claims  Lot  N°.  23  in  the  fifth  Division. 

See  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book  of  Plymouth  Titles, 
the  title  of  Samuel  Lucas  for  this  title  into  Claimant. 

Deed  12  Feb^.,  1795.      Con  :  £15. 

Samuel  Allen  to  Claimant  for  this  lot,  See  the  Deed  and  en- 
dorsement by  way  of  affidavit  thereon,  by  Samuel  Allen  as  to 
the  Identity  of  the  Lot. 


JOHN  LOMERAUX. 
Sub.  964. 

Claims  lot  N".  8  in  the  Fifth  Division. 

See  the  title  of  Joshua  Bennet  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
book  o'f  titles  in  Plymouth. 

Deed  24  Oct'. ,  1807.     Con  :  200  Dls. 

Joshua  Bennet  to  Philemon  Bidlack  for  this  lot. 
Deed  20  Nov.',  1807      Con  :  200  Dls. 

Philemon  Bidlack  to  Claimant  for  this  lot. 


Sub.  1012.     Oath  filed. 

Sarah   Grubb  widow  of  Peter  Grubb,  deceased,  in  trust  for 
his  heirs. 
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Claims  two-thirds  of  I-ot  N".  1,  in  tlie  fourth  Division. 
See  in  the  foimer  Commissioners'  book  of  Plymouth  Titles, 
the  title  of  this  lot  into  Arnold  Colt. 

Deed  16  March,  1793.     Con  :  £20. 

Arnold  Colt  to  Peter  Grubb  for  two-thirds  of  Lot  N".  1  in  the 
fourth  Division. 


Sub.  34.     Oath  filed. 

Noah  Wadhams  &  Calvin  Wadhams,  Executors  of  Noah 
Wadharas,  deceased. 

Claims  in  trust  for  the  Heirs  of  said  Deceased,  two-thirds  of 
Lot  Number  32,  in  the  fifth  Division,  undivided. 

See  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book  of  Plymouth  titles, 
among  Noah  Wadham's  titles,  the  title  for  this  Lot  in  him. 

Office  Copy  filed  being  an  extract  of  the  Will  of  the  said  dec''. 
Noah  Wadhams  appointing  the  Above  Noah  and  Calvin  Exe- 
cutors of  the  said  Noah. 


KINGSTON  TOWNSHIP. 

ELIJAH  SHOEMAKER. 
Sub.  3. 

Claims  House  lot  N«.  37. 
Kingston  List— Drawn  by  John  Dorrance. 

Office  Copy  filed.     John  Dorrance  to  Beniamin  Dorrance  for 
Specified   Lots  and  for  all  other  Lands  of  the  said  John  Dor- 
rance owned   by  him  in  the  County  of  Luzerne.     Deed  dated 
Ap'.  7•^  1799. 
Deed  30  June,  1807.     Con  :  40  Dls. 

Benjamin  Dorrance  to  Claimant  for  House  Lot  N".  37. 
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LAWRENCE  MYERS,  Esqui 
Town  Committee. 
Sub.  989. 

Claims  Seven  pieces  of  Public  Land,  Viz : 

One  piece  adjoining  Abigail  Harris  and  the  Susquehanna 
River,  one  other  piece  adjoining  John  Gore,  the  Susquehanna 
River  and  the  town  plot;  Another  piece  adjoining  tho  Road 
and  Elijah  Shoemaker  and  the  Town  plot ;  Another  piece  ad- 
joining the  Town  plot,  Abigail  Harris  and  the  public  Road,  and 
another  piece  adjoining  PhiWp  Myers,  Town  plot  and  William 
Treeks,  &c.  Also  the  Mile  Lot  Situate  between  Lots  N".  4  & 
5  first  in  the  fourth  division. 


SARAH    GRUBB, 
Widow  of  Peter  Grubb,  Esquire,  deceased 
Sub.  991.     Oath  filed.  ' 

Claims  in  trust  for  the  Heirs  of  the  Said  Peter  Grubb,  dec*., 
Six  Acres  and  thirty-three  Perches  of  Lot  N°.  1  in  the  S"*  Divi- 
sion. 

See  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book  of  Titles  in  Kingston 
in  the  title  of  John  Pierce  the  title  into  Darius  Williams. 

Deed  IS'"  March,  1792.     Con  :  £30. 

Darius  Williams  to  Peter  Grubb  for  a  certain  part  of  lot  N°. 
1  in  the  third  Divis". 

Begining  at  a  Stake  and  Stones  in  the  Highway  between  Ply- 
mouth and  Kingston  near  the  West  end  of  the  upper  tier  of 
House  Lots  in  said  Plymouth  and  running  with  the  Road  across 
said  Lot  to  the  partition  between  lots  N°.  1  &  2,  Thence  the  full 
breadth  of  said  Lot  Southeasterly  between  the  line  of  said  Lots 
and  the  highway  between  Plymouth  and  Kingston,  aforesaid, 
so  far  as  to  Contain  ten  Acres.  Out  of  this  Peter  Grubb,  Esq'. , 
aforesaid,  Sold  to  Arthur  Eyke  4  ".  103  p'. 

See  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book  of  titles  for  Kingston, 
Christian  G.  Ochmeg. 

Deed  Nov'.  13'\  1807.     Con:  £8. 

Christian  G.  Ochraig  to  the  Heirs  of  Peter  Grubb,  dee"*.,  for 
one  Acre  &  Seventy  two  perches  of  the  same  Land  back  again. 
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BENJAMIN  DORRANCE. 
Sub.  989. 

Claims  on  behalf  of  the  Proprietors  of  Kingston  Township,  a 
strip  of  Land  between  Lots  N°.  IGand  17  in  the  fourth  Division. 

See  Benjamin  Newberry's  Survey  of  this  lot  filed  in  the  rough 
minutes  of  this  title. 

Certificate  filed  of  Philip  Myers,  Town  Clk,  that  at  a  Meet- 
ing of  the  Proprietors  of  Kingston,  held  at  the  House  of  Philip 
Myers,  on  the  fourth  day  of  December,  1807,  it  was  voted  that 
Benjamin  Dorrance  be  Authorized  to  apply  to  the  Commis- 
sioners for  a  tract  of  Laud  in  trust  for  the  Township  of  King- 
ston, Avhich  said  tract  or  piece  of  Land  was  heretofore  Voted 
to  Benjamin  Carpenter,  Esq^ 


BENJAMIN  DORRANCE. 

Sub.  998. 

Claims  43  Acres  and  48  perches  of  Lot  N°.  37  in  the  third 
Division. 

Kingston  List — Drawn  to  the  right  of  Ozias  Gale. 

West.  Rec"*. ,  page  623.  Ozias  G-ale  to  Justus  Gaylord  for  one 
hundred  Acres  of  his  right  in  Kingston. 

Quantity  and  Quality.  Deed  dated  19  May,  1774.  Con  :  do- 
ing the  duties  of  a  Settler. 

West.  Reed. ,  page  773.  Justus  Gaylord  to  Peter  Low  for  a 
quarter  part  of  a  back  lot  drafted  by  Ozias  Gale.  Deed  dated 
the  19  June.  1777.     Con  :  £40  L.  M 

Deed  1  March,  1808.     Con  :  40  Dollars. 

Cornelius  Low,  Peter  Hornback  and  his  wife,  Mariah  Horn- 
back,  Samuel  Low,  Cornelius  Swarthout  &  Sarah  his  Wife  to 
Claimant,  for  all  their  Lands  lying  in  Kingston. 

See  deposition  filed  of  Henry  T.  Osterhout,  That  Cornelius 
Low,  Samuel  Low  &  Mariah  Low.  now  the  Wife  of  Peter  Horn- 
back,  and  Sarah  Low,  now  the  Wife  of  Cornelius  Swarthout, 
are  all  the  Heirs  of  the  said  Peter  Low,  deceased.  The  same 
attested  to  by  James  Gardner. 
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PITTSTOWN  TOWNSHIP. 


JOHN  PHILIPS. 
Sub.  550. 

Claims  Lot  N°.  35  in   the  last  or  second  Division  of  100  Acre 
Lots  of  Pittstown. 

Pittstown  List— Drawn  by  John  Gary. 

Deed  13  Aug'.,  1807.     Con:  5  Cents. 

Jotin  Gary  to  Claimant  for  this  Lot. 


ASA  DIMOGK. 
Sub.  738.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  Lot  N".  G7  in  the  first  Division  of  100  Acre  Lot.';.  N». 
3  in  the  Second  Division  of  100  Acre  Lots.  N°.  33  of  the  Meadow 
Lots.     N".  31  of  tJie  Pine  Lots. 

Pittstown  list— Drawn  by  Joseph  Fish. 

Deed  14  March,  1808.     Con  :  128  Dollars. 

Joseph  Fish  to  Claimant  for  all  his  Claim  to  a  certain  Pro- 
prietors' right  of  Land  in  the  Township  of  Pittstown. 


HULDA  BILLINGS. 
Sub.  902.     Oath  filed. 

Widow  of  Ransley  Billings,  deceased,  claims  as  natural  Guard- 
ian for  the  heirs  of  said  Ransley  Billings,  Viz  :  Jasper,  Phebe, 
Daniel,  Betsy,  Caleb,  George  &  Polly  Billings.  The  half  of 
Lot  N°.  1  in  the  first  division  of  100  Acre  Lots. 

See  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book  of  Pittstown  titles  the 
title  of  John  Cortright  for  the  title  into  Sam'.  Billings. 

See  Office  Copy  filed  of  the  Order  of  the  Orphans'  Court  to 
George  Cooper  and  Cain  Billings'  Administrators  to  tlie  Es- 
tate of  Samuel  Billings  to  Sell  the  real  PjState  of  Samuel  Bill- 
ings, deceased. 
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Deed  17  Jau^  ,  1801.     Con  :  127  Dollars. 

(!aln  Billings  and  George  Cooper  to  Increase  Billings  for  the 
said  lot  containing  50  Acres  bounded  Southerly  on  the  Wilkes- 
barre  Town  line,  &c.,  as  the  Estate  of  Samuel  Billings,  deC^. 

Deed  18  March,  1801.     Con  :  Love  &  good  Will. 

Increase  Billings  to  Ransley  Billings  for  the  half  of  the  said 
Lot. 


Sub.  992.      Oath  filed. 

William  Slocum,  William  Searle  and  Isaac  Wilson, Committeo 
of  the  Proprietors  of  said  Township,  Claims  Lots  N°.  13,  14,  16, 
17,  18,  19,  20,  21  &  22  in  the  second  or  last  division  of  hundred 
Acre  Tjots. 

See  Pittstown  list  of  Lots  and  Sambourne  Draft  of  Pittstown 
by  which  it  appears  these  lots  appears  still  remains  undivided 
among  the  Proprietors. 


Sub.  992.     Oath  filed. 

William  Slocum,  William  Searle  and  Isaac  Wilson,  Commit- 
tee of  Public  Lands  in  said  Township,  Claims  lots  ]S°.  10  &  40  in 
the  second  or  last  Division  of  100  Acre  Lots,  also  lot  NV  66  in 
the  first  division  of  100  Acre  lots  and  N".  3(3,  37  &  38  of  Pine 
lots. 
Pittstown  list— Drawn  as  public  rights. 


Sub.  566.     Oath  filed. 

Reuben  Taylor,  Executor  of  Constant  Searle,  Esq^ ,  Dece*. 
Claims  for  the  heirs  of  said  deceased  about  one  Acre  of  Land 
of  what  is  called  the  Fort  lots. 

See  the  title  of  Amos  Fell  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book 
of  titles  in  Pittstown. 
Deed  9  April,  1803.     Con  :  27  Dls.  25  C. 

Benjamin  Dorraoce,  Esquire,  SherifiF,  to  Constant  Searle,  for 
about  one  Acre,  adjoining  land  of  Robert  Faulkner  on  the 
South,  the  river  Susquehannah  on  the  West  and  land  of  Miner 
Searle  on  the  North  and  the  highway  on  the  East. 
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INSIGN  MILLER. 

Sub.  510.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  pine  lot  N".  10. 

Pittstown  list — Drawn  by  Barnabas  Gary. 

Deposition  filed  of  John  Gary  that  his  father  Barnabas  Gary 
was  the  proprietor  of  pine  lot  N°.  10  and  that  he  Sold  it  to 
Samuel  Miller  and  received  his  pay  for  it,  &  a  Deed  was  wrote 
to  be  executed  but  thro'  some  accident  the  Deed  was  not 
signed  when  the  said  Barnabas,  dec'd. 

,Deed  7'"  May,  1807.     Gon'  13  Dls. 

Samuel  Miller  to  Glaimant  for  this  lot. 


PROVIDENCE  TOWNSHIP. 

Sub.  545. 

John  Philips,  Attorney  for  the  heirs  of  Joseph  Yeomans. 

Glaims  as  Agent  on  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  the  said  Joseph  Yeo- 
mans, late  of  South  Garoliua,  deceased,  lot  N".  18  in  this  Town- 
ship. 

Providence  list — Drawn  by  Philip  Windermood. 

Power  of  Attorney — Philip  Windermood  to  Leonard  Winder- 
mood  to  Sell  this  lot,  &c. 

Deed  4'"  Feb^ ,  1796.      Con  :  10  Dls. 

Leonard  Windermood,  Att^of  Philip  Windermood.  to  James 
Bagley,  for  lot  N".  18  in  Providence,  containing  300  Acres,  more 
or  less. 

Deed  7  July  1796.     Con  :  400  Dls. 

James  Bagley  to  Joseph  Yeomans  for  tho  above  lot,  contain- 
ing 400  Acres,  &c. 

Letter  filed  of  Robert  Bagshaw  to  John  Philips,  dated  at 
Gharlestown,  South  Carolina.  10  April,  1807,  Stating  that  the 
Widow  of  Joseph  Yeomans  is  now  his  Wife,  and  requesting 
the  Claimant  to  take  care  of  their  Land  for  them  and  to  en- 
deavour to  obtain  a  title  for  it.  This  letter  is  also  signed  Eliza 
Bagshaw,  late  Eliza  Yeomans. 
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THOMAS  WRIGHT. 

Sub.  819. 

Claims  lot  N°.  42. 

Providence  list— Drawn  by  Jabez  Sill. 

Office  copy  filed.  Jabez  Sill  to  Shadrack  Sill  for  a  right  of 
Land  in  Providence  Township,  T/Ot  N".  42,  containing  400  acres. 
Deed  dated  June  17'\  1788.     Con  :  £300. 

Deed  6  Octo^ ,  1803.     Con  :  £100. 

Shadrack  Sill  to  Claimant  for  the  Same  lot. 


JONATHAN  DEAN. 
Sub.  1002. 

Claims  part  of  Lot  N".  17  in  Providence  all  that  remains  after 
225  Acres  sold  to  Nathan  Roberts  off  the  southeasterly  end  are 
taken  off,  for  which  see  his  title  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
book:  of  titles  in  Providence. 

Providence  List— Drawn  for  Ezra  Dean  by  Asa  Upson. 
Deed  13  Sep"-. ,  1793.     Con  :  £120. 

Ezra  Dean  to  Jonathan  Dean.  Beginning  easterly  on  the 
River  called  Cowpows  or  Lackawana  River,  and  is  lot  N".  17. 


EBENEZER  SLOCUM. 
Sub.  626. 

Claims  50  Acres  of  Lot  N".  24  at  the  North westmost  Corner. 

See  the  titles  of  WiUiam  Case,  John  Hollenback  and  Joseph 
Horsefield,  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book  of  titles  of 
Providence  Township. 

Deed  1  Peb^. ,  1802.     Con  :  £50. 

Putnam  Catlin  to  Claimant  for  50  Acres  to  be  measured  off  at 
the  Westerly  corner  of  said  lot  joining  the  Township  line  on 
the  North  and  the  Lackawana  River  on  the  West,  extending 
half  %her  width  of  the  Lot  so  far  back  as  to  include  50  Acres  ad- 
joining the  Lackawana. 
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EXETER  TOWNSHIP.  , 

SAMUEL  PEAS. 
Sub.  943.  _  ■      « 

Claims  300  Acres  without  N". 

See  the  title  of  Thomas  Mann,  page  —  of  rhis  book  for  the 
deposition  of  Benjamin  Newberry  as  to  Stephen  G-ardner's 
right  to  this  Land.  j 

Deed  6  Jan^.,  1795.     Con  :  £100.  ! 

Stephen  Gardner  to  Samuel  Peas  for  a  certain  Tract  or  lot 
of  Land  lying  and  being  in  the  Township  of  Exeter,  and  Is 
bounded  as  follows :  Beginning  at  a  Stake  and  stones  at  the 
soutliwest  of  William  Harding's  Land,  thence  running  E.  20 
S.  by  the  Widow  Newberry  s  land  115  rods  to  a  white  Oak  tree 
standing  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Joseph  Black's  land. 
Thence  N.  300  rods  to  a  Chestnut  tree,  thence  N,  20  E.  160rod6 
to  a  Stake,  thence  West  20  N.  115  rods  to  the  Town  line,  thence 
S.  20.  20  West  to  William  Harding's  land,  thence  E.  20  S.  100 
rods  to  a  Stake,  thence  S.  20  W.  by  said  Harding's  land  to  the 
place  of  Beginning,  containing  three  hundred  Acres. 

See  the  Deposition  filed  of  Stephen  Gardner,  of  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  Settlement  of  Exeter  Township  by  the  Indian 
War,  &c\ 


JOSEPH  SCOTT. 


Sub.  518.     Oath  filed. 


Executor  of  John  Scott,  deceased,  in   trust   for  his  heirs. 
Claim  119  Acres  and  120  perches  of  Land  in  Exeter. 
Examine  this  title. 
Title  not  compleated. 


THOMAS  MANN. 

Claims  100  Acres. 

See  the  title  of  Samuel  Peas,  page  83,  for  the  same   Original 
right. 
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Deposition  filed  of  Benjamin  Newberry,  Esquire,  that  he  had 
a  Certificate  in  his  possession  Certifying  that  Stephen  Gard- 
ner was  admitted  a  proprietor  in  Exeter,  whicli  Certificate  was 
Bigned  by  Zebulon  Butler  and  one  other  of  the  Susquehannah 
Company's  Committee,  and  also  a  survey  of  the  Land.  Signed 
by  John  Jenkins  and  that  deponant  went  with  said  Gardner 
and  found  some  of  the  lines  and  corners  of  said  land. 

Office  Copy  filed.  Stephen  Gardner  to  William  Harding,  for 
a  Lot  of  which  this  is  a  part. 

Deed  19  June,  1798.      Con  :  £84. 

William  Harding  to  William  Wilmott  for  a  certain  parcel  of 
Land  in  Exeter.  Beginning  at  a  Stake  and  Stones  standing  in 
a  line  of  Land  belonging  to  the  Widow  2>ewberry,  thence  runn- 
ing W.  191  N.  100  rods  to  a  stake.  Standing  in  the  West  line  of 
the  Township  of  Exeter,  thence  N.  19i  E.  160  rods  to  a  Stake 
and  Stones,  thence  E.  IH  S.  JOO  rods  to  a  Stake,  thence  S.  19i 
W.  160  rods  to  the  first  mentioned  Bounds,  contains  100  Acres. 

Deed  15  Ap^,  1800.     Con  :  250  Dls. 

William  Wilpiott  to  Isaac  Finch  and  James  Parmerly  for  the 
above  described  lot. 

Deed  24  June,  1800.     Con  :  120  Dls. 

James  Parmerly  to  Isaac  Finch  for  his  part  to  the  same. 
Deed  7  Ap^,  1802.     Con  :  130  Dls. 

Isaac  Finch  to  Claimant  for  a  part  of  this  lot. 

Two  Deeds  5  Ap^,  1802.     Con  :  60  Dolls,  each. 

Isaac  Finch  to  Reuben  Culver  for  two  Separate  pieces  of  the 
Same  of  25  acres  each. 

Deed  10  March,  1806.     Con  :  120  Dls. 

Reuben  Culver  to  Claimant  for  the  two  25  acre  tracts  which 
makes  the  whole  of  the  100  Acres  in  Thomas  Mann. 


Sub.  1006. 

Jonathan  Dean  in  trust  for  the  heirs  of  Ezra  Dean,  deceased. 
Claims  lot  N".  37  in  Exeter. 

Exeter  list — Drawn  by  Ezra  Dean. 
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EBENEZER  WILLIAMS. 
Sub.  698.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  that  part  of  Lot  N^  20  not  heretofore  certificated  to 
Joseph  Daily. 

See  the  title  of  Ebenezer  Williams  in  the  former  Commis- 
sioner.s"  book  of  titles  of  Exeter,  in  which  there  is  a  title  in  the 
said  Williams  for  half  of  50  Acres  of  said  lot,  and  the  other  half 
of  the  said  part  of  said  lot  remains  in  Comfort  Shaw,  jun^ 

Deed  21  March,  1808.     Con  :  83  Dls. 

Comfort  Shaw,  jun^  ,  to  Claimant,  a  quit-claim  for  all  his  right 
in  said  Lot. 


GILBERT  CARPENTER,  jun'. 
Sub.  945. 

Claims  lot  N".  38. 

Exeter  List — Drawn  by  Jonathan  Dean. 

Deed  23,  1805.     Con  :  50  Dls. 

Jonathan  Dean  to  James  Sutton  for  a  tract  of  Land,  bounded 
easterly  partly  on  David  Smith,  Southerly  on  Ezra  Dean  and 
is  the  second  lot  from  Kingston  North  line,  containing:  by  es- 
timation 300  Acres. 

Deed  20,  1805.     Con  :  100  Dls. 

James  Sutton  to  Gilbert  Carpenter,  jun'. ,  for  the  same  lot 
of  Land. 


STEPHEN  JENKINS. 
Sub.  1000.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  part  of  lots  6  &  7  in  said  Township. 

See  the  title  of  Thomas  Jenkins  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
Books  of  Exeter  titles  as  to  the  consentable  Division  of  the 
real  Estate  of  John  Jenkins,  deceased,  among  his  Heirs. 

See  deposition  filed  of  John  Harding  that  Stephen  Jenkins 
was  entitled  as  one  of  the  heirs  aforesaid  to  a  division  of  said 
Lands,  that  he  has  been  and  now  is  in  peaceable  possession 
thereof. 

See  a  description  of  the  Land  Claimed  from  the  Survey  of 
Benjamin  Newberry  as  follows.  Beginning,  &c*. 
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See  in  the  title  of  Miner  Searls  in  Exeter  titles  for  this  title 
in  Davis  Diraock. 

Deed  20'"  Nov.,  1797.     Con  :  200  Dls. 

Davis  Diraock  to  Stephen  Jenkins  for  a  part  of  Lot  N".  6  and 
was  a  division  Lot  which  fell  to  Benjamin  Jenkins  by  heirship 
one  equal  half  of  100  Acres,  cuting  the  Lot  in  two  in  the  mid- 
dle, dividing  to  the  said  Stephen  the  Southeast  end  bounded 
on  the  Susqueliannah  River. 


BENJAMIN  PERRY. 
Sub:  943.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  two  pieces  of  I/and  in  this  Township,  one  containing 
100  Acres  more  or  less,  one  containing  50  Acres  more  or  less. 

Claim  for  the  100  Acre  Tract. 

See  the  title  of  Samuel  Peas  filed  that  he  sold  about  120  Acres 
of  the  tract  he  owned  in  Exeter  to  Benj^  Gardner,  According 
to  the  Boundaries  of  the  following  Deed  from  James  Wheeler, 
ShfT.  to  Claimant. 

Deed  26  Jan\  ,  1805.   Con  :  inter  alia  90  Dls. 

James  Wheeler,  Esq^  ,  Sheriff  of  Luzerne  County  to  Claimant, 
Beginning  at  a  post  in  tbe  Town  line  between  Exeter  and 
Northmoreland,  thence  N.  20  E.  151  rods  to  a  post  in  the  line 
between  Exeter  and  Northmoreland  and  Standingon  the  north 
side  of  a  Hill  near  Hadleys  creek,  so  called,  thence  E.  20  S.  156 
rods  to  a  white  Ash  tree,  being  the  N.  W.  corner  of  Abner 
Tuttle's  Land,  thence  S.  33  W.  143  rods  to  a  Chestnut  tree 
marked,  thence  W.  20  N.  115  rods  to  the  first  mentioned  bounds, 
containing  100  Acres  more  or  less. 

Claim  for  the  50  Acre  Lot. 

See  a  deposition  of  Elisha  Harding,  Esqui.e,  that  this  lot  was 
given  to  his  father  in  addition  to  his  lot,  to  make  his  lot  equal 
with  others.  That  his  father  gave  this  lot  to  his  Son  Stuckley. 
That  Stuckley  was  killed  by  the  Indians  &  left  one  Son, 
Stephen,  and  that  Stephen  Sold  this  lot  to  Joel  Atherton. 


Deed  26'"  Jan-^ ,  1805.     Con  :  (inter  alia)  9  Dls. 

James  Wheeler,  Esquire,  Sheriff  of  Luzerne  County,  to  Claim  • 
ant,  bounded  N.  &  W.  on  James  Sutton's  Land.  Soulh  on  Land 
of  John  M"=Millen  &  E.  on  land  of  Thomas  Harding,  containing 
about  50  acres  more  or  less. . 
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NORTHMOEELAND  TOWNSHIP. 

ELISHA  ATHERTON. 
Sub.  25.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  lot  N".  U  (lying  in  two  parts)  in  the  fifth  Division. 

Northmoreland  list  Set  to  James  Atherton. 

See  the  title  of  David  Skeels  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
book  of  titles  of  Northmoreland  for  the  Will  of  James  Ather- 
ton divisingthis  Lot  to  his  son  Elisha  Atherton  the  Claimant. 


JACOB  PATRICK. 
Sub.  896.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  Lots  N".  21  &  22  double  tier. 

Northmoreland  List,  Lots  N".  21  &  22  in  the  double  tier  set  to 
Jacob  Patrick  as  Proprietor.on  the  old  List. 

Sub.  1014.     Oath  filed.  " 

Ameriah  Winchester,  by  his  Attorney  Belding  Sweatland, 
Claims  in  behalf  of  his  Wife  and  the  other  heirs  of  Benjamin 
Follet,  deceased,  Lot  N°.  8  in  the  fifth  tier  and  N''.  27  in  the 
Double  tier. 

Northmoreland  List— Drawn  by  Benjamin  Follet's  heirs. 
Power  of  Attorney,  10'"  Sep'. ,  1807. 

Ameriah  Winchester  to  Belding  Sweatland  to  take  care  and 
obtain  a  Patent  for  his  Land  in  Northmoreland. 


PUTNAM  TOWNSHIP. 

COMFORT  SHAW. 


Sub.  903.     Oath  filed. 


Claims  Lots  N°.  2  &  4  in  that  Township. 

See  his  claim  in  the  former  Commissioners'  Book  of  Title  of 
Putnam,  where  the  title  is  made  out  complete,  but  no  Certifi- 
cate issued  for  want  of  an  Application.  See  Application  under 
the  last  Act. 
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BENJAMIN  BUDD. 

Sub.  948. 

Claim8  119  ^^  135  ^\  part  of  I.,ot  N".  48. 
Putnam  List— Drawn  by  Elijah  Oakley. 

Deed  7  Ap^  ,  1798.     Con  :  £24. 

Elijah  Oakley  to  John  Rosecrants  for  one  equal  half  of  this 
Lot. 
Deed  7  July,  1803.      Con  :  133  Dls. 

John  Rosecrants  to  Benjamin  Budd  for  a  piece  of  Land  Situ- 
ate in  the  Township  of  Putnam  and  is  one  equal  fourth  part  of 
Lot  N°.  48.  Beginning  at  a  AVhite  Oak  Post,  Standing  at  the 
Southeasterly  corner  of  Lands,  sold  by  me  to  Jonathan  Strick- 
land, and  on  the  line  of  Lands  belonging  to  Caleb  Bates's  heirs. 
And  from  thence  by  and  with  said  line  S.  76  E.  117  Perches  and 
twenty  and  a  half  Links,  to  a  yellow  pine  Tree,  marked  for  the 
Southerly  corner  of  Lot  N".  48,  Thence  N.  27  E.  164  perches, 
thence  N.  80i  W.  117  perches  and  20i  links  to  a  chestnut  tree 
marked,  and  from  thence  S.  27°  W.  160  perches  to  the  first 
mentioned  Bounds  containing  119  acres  &  135  Perches,  more 
or  less. 

DANIEL  ROSECRANTS. 
Sub.  905.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  part  of  Lots  N".  38,  39  &  40. 

Putnam  List,  Lots  N°.  38  &  39  Drawn  by  John  Stafford. 
N".  40  Drawn  by  Zebulon  Marcy. 

OfBce  copy  filed.  Zebulon  Marcy  to  John  Stafford  for  Lots 
N°.  38  &  40.  Joining  the  River  on  the  Easterly  and  Southerly 
side  and  Lands  of  the  said  Stafford  on  the  West  and  Bensley 
Hunt  on  the  North,  containing  300  Acres  be  the  Same  more  or 
less.     Deed  dated  March  15'\  1794.     Con  :  £45. 

Deposition  filed  of  Andrew  Ames,  That  John  Stafford  before 
his  decease  divided  his  Lands  amongst  his  children,  and  gave 
his  son  I^avid  his  share  of  Land  now  claimed  by  Daniel  Rose- 
crants, agreeaVjly  to  a  Second  Survey  made  l)y  Zebulon  Marcy, 
Esq^,  And  deponant  further  Saith  that  he  has  been  informed 
bv  all  the  heirs  present  at  the  division  that  they  were  Satisfied, 
and  he  has  never  heard  any  reason  for  their  being  dissatisfied. 

T)eposition  filed  of  Andrew  Ames,  That  John  Stafford  divided 
his  Lands  among  his  Children,  seven  of  them  were  present  and 
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Six  agreed  to  the  division,  the  seventh  being  not  of  age,  At  that 
he  never  has  heard  of  any  of  the  heirs  being  dissatisfied  with 
the  Division. 

Deposition  filed  of  Abigail  Stafford,  widow  of  John  Stafford, 
wlio  says  slie  Alway>  understood  the  heirs  of  John  Stafford 
M'ere  fully  satisfied  with  tlie  Division  of  her  Husband. 

De])Osition  filed  of  John  Rosecrants  of  the  Heirs  aforesaid  tak- 
ing possession  of  their  Allotments,  according  to  the  division 
made  by  liim  in  his  lifetime. 

Deed  IT)  March,   1802.      Con:  700  Dls. 

David  Stafford  and  Polly  liis  wife  to  Daniel  Rosecrants  the 
claimant,  for  a  certain  lot  or  parcel  of  Land  lying  on  the  Neck 
called  horse  shoe  Neck,  in  the  Town  district  of  Tunkhannock, 
County  of  Luzerne,  containing  170  Acres  and  bounded  as  fol- 
lows :  Beginning  on  the  Bank  of  tlie  River  Susquehannah  and 
the  line  of  James  Osbourn  at  a  Chestnut  Saplin,  and  thence 
by  and  running  with  the  line  of  the  said  Osbourn  to  lands  of 
.lohn  Rosecrants,  thence  by  and  with  said  Rosecrants  line  across 
said  lot  to  Land  of  Aaron  Arnold  and  thence  running  by  and 
with  said  Arnold,  to  the  River,  and  thence  to  the  place  of  be- 
ginning. 

JOliN  ROSECRANTS. 

Sub.  929.      Oath  filed. 

Claims  lot  N".  37  (Secords  Island)  supposed  to  contain  300 
Acres. 

Putnam  List— Drawn  by  John  P.  Sciiott. 
Deed  25,  1793.     Con  :  £100. 

John  P.  Schott  and  Naomy  his  wife,  to  Belding   Sweetland, 
for  a  tract  of    Land   called    Seacords'    Island,  containing  300 
Acres,  more  or  less. 
Deed  11  March,  1800.     Con :  £500. 

Belding  Sweetland  to  Claimant  for  a  Tract  of  Land  called 
Seacords  Island,  and  is  N°.  37,  containing  300  Acres  more  or 
less. 


ISAAC  ROSECRANTS. 

Sub.  912.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  part  of  Lots  N".  38,  39  &  40,  containing  300  Acres. 
See  the  title  of  Daniel  Rosecrants  page  114  for  the  Original 
title  of  John  StafTord. 
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Otfice  copy  filed.  John  Stafford  to  Aaron  Arnold  tor  300 
Acres  including  the  Land  in  the  two  following  Deeds  men- 
tioned).    Deed  dated  28  August,  1797.     Con  :  3r)0  Dls. 

Deed  18  Jan'. ,  1798.      Con:  parental  aff'". 

Aaron  Arnold  to  George  Arnoltl  for  a  certain  Tract  or  piece 
of  Land  in  Putnam,  butted  &  bounded  as  followeth  :  Beginn- 
ing at  the  Susquehanna  River  at  Andrew  Amess  South  East 
corner  bound,  Thence  running  Westerly  by  and  With  Said 
Ames's  Land  to  Land  of  Belden  Sweetland,  thence  Southerly 
by  and  with  said  Sweetland  Lands  till  it  comes  to  one-half  way 
to  David  Stafford's  J^and,  thence  running  easterly  to  the  Sus 
quehanna  River,  to  the  middle  of  the  line  of  my  Land  on  said 
River,  thence  running  Northerly  by  and  with  said  River  to 
the  first  mentioned  bounds,  It  being  one-half  of  that  Tract  of 
Land  I  bought  of  John  Stafford.  It  is  estimated  at  150  acres 
of  Land  with  a  Dwelling  House  and  Shop  thereon  Standing. 

Deed  19"^  Feb>. ,  1802.     Con  :  making  him  a  more  Comfortable 
Settlement. 

Aaron  Arnold  to  Greorge  Arnold  for  a  certain  Tract  or  piece 
of  Land  (in  Putnam)  and  is  butted  and  bounded  as  follows. 
Beginning  at  the  Susquehanna  River  at  the  South  East  corner 
of  George  Arnold's  other  Land,  and  from  thence  running  by 
and  with  his  other  Lands  Westerly  to  Land  of  John  Rose- 
crants,  thence  Southerly  by  and  with  Rosecrants'  Land  to  Land 
of  David  Stafford,  thence  running  Easterly  by  and  with  David 
Stafford's  Land,  to  the  Susquehanna  River,  Thence  running 
Northerly  by  and  with  said  River  to  the  first  mentioned 
bounds,  it  being  a  Part  of  three  Lots  known  by  lots  N°.  38,  39 
&  40,  containing  150  Acres  ofXand  and  is  the  whole  of  the  Land 
I  own  in  the  said  Town. 

Deed  20  June,  1806.     Con  :  770  Dls. 

George  Arnold  to  Isaac  Rosecrants  and  John  Rosecrants, 
jun'. ,  for  a  certain  Lot,  Tract  or  parcel  of  Land  with  the  build- 
ings, improvements,  priviledges,  &c*. ,  thereto  belonging,  Situ- 
ate in  Tunkhannock,  and  on  the  Neck  called  Horse  sho«  neck 
and  bounded  as  follows :  (Including  the  whole  of  the  Lands 
mentioned  to  be  contained  in  the  two  Aforesaid  Deeds)  contain- 
ing 300  Acres. 

ileed  27  July,  1807.     Con  :  385  Dollars. 

John  Rosecrants,  jun^  ,  to  claimant  for  his  half  of  the  above 
mentioned  Tract  of  Land. 
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JAMES  STARK. 

Sub.  915.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  about  233  Acres,  being  part  of  Lots  N".  38,  39  &  40. 

Seethe  title  of  Dauiel  Rosecrants,  page  114,  for  the  title  on 
John  Stafford  and  the  deposition  Ames  and  others  for  the  Divi- 
sion of  John  Stafford  of  his  Lands  among  his  Children.  , 

Deposition  filed  of  Abigail  Stafford  the  Widow  of  John  Staf- 
ford, that  she  heard  her  Husband  say  he  intended  his  son 
Araos  Stafford  should  have  tlie  Land  since  Sold  by  Amos  to 
James  Stark  in  Putnam,  and  that  she  always  has  understood 
&  believes  that  the  Heii's  of  John  Stafford,  deceased,  are  fully 
Satisfied  with  the  Division. 

Deed  5*  Jan^. ,  1804.     Con  :  70  Dls. 

Amos  Stafford  &  Anna  Stafford  his  wife  to  claimant  for  a  cer- 
tain Tract  or  parcel  of  Land,  lying  in  the  Neck  of  the  River 
Susquehanna  called  Horse  shoe  neck,  in  the  Town  of  Tuuk- 
hannock,  containing  140  Acres,  be  the  same  more  or  less  and 
bounded  as  follows:  Beginning  on  the  River  Susquehanna,  at 
the  corner  of  the  South  East  line  of  Lands  claimed  by  James 
Osbourn  and  running  Westerly  with  said  River  to  a  mapK' 
Stake  and  a  corner  of  Lands  claimed  by  Abraham  Rosecrants, 
Then  Northerly  with  said  Rosecrants  Land  and  Land  claimed 
by  John  Rosecrants  to  the  western  corner  of  the  aforesaid 
James  Osbourn's  Land,  and  thence  easterly  with  said  Os- 
bourn'sline  to  the  place  of  Beginning,  reserving  the  one-third, 
however,  to  the  Widow  Abigail  Stafford,  widow  of  John  Staf- 
ford, the  full  Use  of  one-third  during  her  Widowhood. 

Deed  1  May,  1807.      Con  :  180  Dls. 

Abraham  Rosecrants  to  Claimant  for  a  certain  lot  &  parcel 
of  Land  lying  on  a  neck  called  Horse  shoe  Neck,  containing  50 
Acre?  and  bounded  by  the  following  lines.  Beginning  at  a  White 
Oak  Sapling,  Marked,  and  running  thence  20  W.  IGO  rods  to  the 
bank  of  the  River  Susquehanna  &  on  the  line  of  John  Rose- 
crants's  land,  thence  along  the  bank  of  the  River  S.  20  W.  50 
rods  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

Release  18  June,  1807. 

Abigail  Stafford  to  James  Stark  to  apply  and  obtain  a  title 
in  his  own  Name. 

A  further  Claim  for  part  of  the  Same  lots  See  the  title  of  John 
Love  below. 
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Deed  :j''  Oct"%  1807.      Con:  TOO  Dls. 

John  Love  to  Claimant  hounded  North  on  Daniel  Rosecrants, 
West  on  John  Rosecrants  and  Sontli  on  Said  James  Starii^,  on 
the  East  by  the  Susquehanna  River,  containinj^  about  42  Acres. 

The  title  into  .fohn  Love  is  as  follow  : 

Seethe  title  of  Daniel  Rosecrants,  pa^e  114,  for  this  title  into 
John  Stafford. 

See  the  Deposition  of  Andrew  Ames  filed  that  there  was  a 
Mistake  made  in  the  division  of  John  Stafford's  Lands  in  the 
first  Survey,  and  that  the  said  John  Stafford  said  he  would 
give  David  Stafford  a  piece  of  Land  above  Henry  Heis's  Land 
to  make  up  his  complement  of  200  acres,  and  dei)onant  further 
saith  David  Stafford  further  told  him  that  the  said  David  had 
sold  the  above  i)iece  of  Land  to  James  Osbourn. 

Deed  20  March,  1800.     Con  :  34J\   oO". 

John  Stafford  to  Henry  Heis  for  15  Acres. 
Deed  14  March,  1808.      Con  :  40  Dls. 

John  Stafford  to  Henry  Heis  for  10  Acres. 
Deed  15  Dec^,  1800.      Con  :  75  Dls. 

Henry  Heis  to  James  Osbourn,  jun^,  for  25  Acres. 
Deed  30  Oc^,  1801.      *  'on  :  5  Dls, 

Da,vid  Stafford  to  James  Osliourn,  jun'.,  for  3^  more  or  less. 

Deed  30Octo^,   ISOl.      Consideration:  41  <"^  25". 

David  Stafford  to  James  Osbourn,  .iun\,  12^  Acres  more  or 
less. 

Deed  1  Feb^.  1807.     Con:   121  Dollars. 

James  Osbourn,  jun'.,  to  John  Love  for  a  certain  Tract  or 
parcel  of  Land  lying  on  Horse  shoe  neck,  &:c\,  containing  42 
Acres  be  the  same  more  or  less,  and  bounded  as  follows.  Be- 
ginning at  a  Chestnut  Tree  on  the  Bank  of  the  Susquehanna 
River,  running  S.  31  W.  37  perches  and  G  links,  thence  N.  82 
W.  G3  perches,  thence  N.  31  E.  37  Perches  and  si.x  links,  to  a 
black  Oak  Stake,  Thence  N.  85  W.  190  Perch'.  17  Links  to  the 
line  of  John  Rosecrants,  Seniors,  Land.  Thence  by  and  with 
said  Rosecrants's  line,  S.  19  W.  21  Perches  7  links  to  a  white 
Oak  Stake  &  Stones,  thence  S.  85  E.  218  perches  to  a  small  black 
Oak  Stake  on  the  Public  Road,  running  along  the  aforesaid 
Neck,  thence  N.  21  East  11  perches  fr  5  links  to  a  Small  black 
Oak  Stake  on  said  Road,  thence  S.  82  E.  41  P^  to  the  place  of 
Beginning. 
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Sub. 

Sylvester  Dana  by  lii.s  Artorney  Anderson  Dana. 

Claims  lot  jN '.  41  in  Putnam. 
Putnam  List  — Drawn  by  l^aae  Tripp,  Esquire. 

Copy  of  a    Deed    taken  )\v  Daniel  Dana  7""  Aucrust,  1797,  and 
the  said  Anderson  Dana,  States  that  tlie  Original  Deed  or  any 
Record  thereof  cannot  at  present  be  found  ;  the  Copy  is  as  fol- 
lows : 
Deed  •')"'  Sep'.,  177S.      Con:  £G0  Law  M. 

Isaac  Tripp  to  Isaac  Kibbee  for  lot  N".  42  described  as  in  the 
Deed  below. 

Extract  from  the  Will  of  Isaac  Kibbee,  empowering  his  Exe- 
cutrix, Margaret  Kibbee  his  wife,  to  sell  such  part  of  his  real 
Estate,  to  pay  his  just  Debts  jis  will  least  injure  his  real  Estate. 

Deed  9  Fel)-- ..  179'-;.     Con  :  £20. 

Margaret  Kibbee  to  Sylvester  Dana  for  a  certain  right  of 
Land  lying  in  the  Township  of  Putnam  on  the  West  side  of 
Susquehanna  River,  Southerly  on  a  lot  of  Land  belonging  or 
formerly  belonging  to  Doc".  Ephraim  Bowan  of  Pi'ovidence, 
in  the  State  of  Road  Island,  Westerly  on  the  undivided  Land, 
Northerly  on  land  formerly  or  now  owned  by  Joseph  Lippit 
and  partly  on  the  Susquehanna  River.  It  being  a  right  of 
land  purchased  ])y  Isaac  Kibbee.  deceased,  of  Isaac  Tripp. 

Sub.   948. 

Benjamin  Budd  in  trust  for  the  Heirs  of  James  Budd,  dec''. 
Claims  135  Acres,  part  of  Lot  N".  48. 

Putnam  List — Drawn  l)y  Elijah  Oakley. 

Deed  7  Ap^,  1798.      Con  :  £34. 

Elijah  Oakley  to  John   Rosecrants  for  an  equal  half  of  said 
Lot. 
Deed  29  Dec^ .  1802.      Con:  £12. 

John  Rosecrants,  jun'. .  to  Jonathan  Strickland  for  one-half 
of  his   rigtit   to   half   of   Lot    N".  48  and    that  half  where  sa'd 
Rosecrants  now  lives,  or  that  part  lying  next  to  the  River. 
Deed  G  August,  180:1      Con  :  75  Dollars. 

Jonathan  Strickland  to  James  Budd,  bounded  as  follows, 
being  &  lying  in  the  Township  of  Ptitnam,  being  the  one-fourth 
part  of  Lot  N".  48.  Supposed  to  contain  125  Acres,  be  the  Same 
more  or  less,  formerly  owned  by  .John  Rosecrants,  jun'. ,  &  the 
House  «t  the  Improvements  where  Rosecrants  lived. 


BOOK  OF  THE  FIFTEEN  TOWNSHIPS. 


BENJAMIN  EARL. 

Sul).  1011.      Oiitli  filed. 

Claims  pai-t  of  Lot  N".  80. 

See  the  Tirle  of  John  McCord  in  the  former  Commi.ssioners' 
Book  of  Titles  of  Putnam,  for  this  title  into  John  StatTord. 

IJeed  20  Jan\,  1801.      Con  :  £24. 

.Tohn  Stafford  to  Aaron  Taylor  for  part  of  lot  N".  30,  beginn- 
ing,' at  a  log  Bridge  where  the  Road  crosses  said  lot  raising  a 
Square  across  said  Lot  west  of  said  Bridge,  thence  West  taking 
in  the  Weadth  of  said  Lot  and  including  all  the  lot  West  of 
said  Bridge. 

Assignment  Oc'  17'\  1806. 

Aaron  Taylor  to  Claimant. 


JOHN  CARNEY. 

Snl).  0(i2. 

Claims  Lot  N".  53. 

Certificate  filed  of  Zebulon  Marcey,  Town  Clark,  That  lot  N°. 
53  was  drawn  by  Daniel  Taylor,  who  withdrew  his  right  on  this 
Lot  and  had  lot  N".  37  in  the  place  thereof.  Certificate  dated 
Sept.  2P^  1807. 

Certificate  of  Zebulon  Marcey,  Elisha  Harding  and  John 
Harding.  Town  Committee,  that  John  Carney  hath  had  a  reg- 
ularly laid  on  lot  N°.  53,  and  on  which  he  has  improved  about 
20  years. 


MARSHALL  DICKSON. 

Sub.  963. 

Claims  lot  N".  49. 

See  Certificate  filed  of  Zebulon  Marcey,  John  Harding  and 
Elisha  Harding,  Town  ('ommittee,  Certifying  that  John  Dick- 
son was  the  Owner  of  Lot  N°.  49  in  the  Township  of  Putnam. 

Probate  of  the  Will  of  John  Dickson  as  follows.  First,  I  give 
to  my  dear  and  loving  Wife  for  the  term  of  her  life  this  House 
wherein  I  now  dwell,  with  all  the  furniture  &  Lands  and  Tene- 
ments in  lot  N°.  49  in  the  abovesaid  Township  ot  Putnam  above 
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or  North  of  a  Stream  called  South  Brancli  and  After  Death 
to  iny  three  youngest  Sons.  The  respect  of  Ijot  N°.  49  South- 
ward of  Said  Stream  or  branch  to  my  three  youngest  Sons, 
when  my  Creditors  are  all  ]iaid. 

Deposition  of  Eliisha  Harding,  Esquire,  of  said  Township, 
That  the  Names  of  the  tliree  youngest  Sons  of  John  Dickson, 
DeC^. ,  are  Joseph,  Nathan  k  Lewis. 

Deed  10  Dec^ ,  1807.      Con  :  200  Dls. 

Joseph  Dickson  and  Nathan  Dickson  to  Marshall  Dickson  for 
all  their  right  to  lot  I^\  49. 

Deed  0  Jan^  ,  1808.      Con' :  800  Dls. 

Lewis  Dickson,  and  Hannah  Dickson,  Widow  of  John  Dick- 
son, Dec'.,  to  Claimant  for  tlieir  right  +o  lands  in  Putnam, 
bounded  North  on  the  Town  line.  Easterly  on  the  Town  line, 
South  on  the  Division  line.  Westerly  on  Land  claimed  by 
Isaac  Slocum  and  Increase  Billings. 


ELIJAH  CLARK. 

Sub.  9tjlJ.      Oath  filed. 

Claims  lot  N".  24  all  but  a  small  piece  reserved  by  Zebulon 
Marey,  Esquire. 

Putnam  List— Drawn  by  Archibald  Bowan. 

Deposition  fded  of  Claimant  that  lie  has  made  diligent  Search 
for  Vmt  cannot  find  the  Deeds  of  the  chain  of  title  from  Archi- 
bald Bowan  to  David  Jayne,  or  any  Record  thereof. 

Certificate  filed  of  Thomas  Graham,  Recorder  of  Luzerne 
county.  That  there  are  no  Deeds  on  record  in  his  Office  from 
Archibald  Bowan  to  Caleb  Bates  or  from  Caleb  Bates  to  Jobn 
Honyop  or  from  John  Honyop  to  David  Jayne. 

Deposition  filed  of  Hulda  Bates,  widow  of  Caleb  Bates,  That 
her  Husband  in  his  life  time  purchased  lot  N".  24  of  Archibald 
Bowan  and  conveyed  the  same  to  John  Honyop,  and  has  heard 
that  Honyop  conveyed  to  David  Jayne. 

Deposition  fded  of  Elijah  Oakley  &  Ebenezar  Bartlet,  That 
Lot  N".  24  in  Putnam  was  sold  by  ,Iohn  Honyop  to  David  Jayne. 

Deposition  filed  of  Zebulon  Marcy,  Esquire,  that  he  knows 
lot  N".  24  was  draw^n  by  Archibald  Bowan  and  sold  by  him  by 
j)eed  to  Caleb  Bates  &  that  said  Bates  by  Deed  conveyed  the 
same  t<i  John  Honyop  and  that  the  title  passed  from  Honyop 
to  David  Jayne. 
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Deposition  filed  of  Elisha  Ha^dinf,^  Esq^ ,  That  he  knew  that 
Possession  had  gone  on  with  the  above  Claimants, 
Deed  12  Aug'.,  175)3.      Con  :  £25. 

David  Jayne  to  Zebulon   ftJarcy  for  Lot  IS".  24. 
Deed  9  Aug'.,  1800.      Con:  Val.  Con. 

Zebulon  Marcy  to  Levi  Decker  for  all  lot  N°.  24  except  a  small 
piece  of  said  Lot  lying  and  being  Situate  on  the  Southeasterly 
Side  of  Tunkhannock  Creek. 

Deed  30  October,  180G.     Con  :  490  Dls. 

Levi  Decker  to  Claimant  for  the  above  Lot. 


ANDREW  AMES. 

Sub.  619.      Oath  filed. 

Claims  200  Acres  of  Lots  N".  38,  39  &  40,  in  this  Township. 

See  the  title  of  Daniel  Rosecrants,  page  114,  for  this  title  into 
John  Stafford  to  these  Lots. 

Deposition  filed  of  John  Stafford  that  his  Father  John  Staf- 
ford Sold  to  Andrew  Ames  150  acres  of  Land  and  gave  him  50 
Acres  more  adjoining  the  same  and  joining  Lands  now  claimed 
by  Abraham  Vosby  on  the  North,  Isaac  Rosecrants  on  the 
South,  and  the  Susquehanna  River,  and  that  he  has  heard 
John  Stafford  the  Elder  say  he  was  ready  at  any  time  to  give 
said  Ames  a  Deed  for  the  above  described  Land. 


STEPHEN  JENKINS 

Sub.  1000.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  part  of  Lot  N".  52  (all  but  100  Acres).      Entered  on  the 
Town  list  as  original  Proprietor  of  this  Lot. 


HULDA  BATES. 
Sub.  973.     Oath  filed. 

Widow  and  Administratrix  of  Caleb  Bates,  deceased,  on  be- 
half of  the  heirs  of  said  deee''.     Claims  Lot  N°.  18  &  part  of  Lot 

N".  48 
Claim  for  lot  N».  18. 
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See  Certificate  tiled  of  Zebulon  Marcy,  John  Harding  and 
Elislia  Harding,  Town  Committee,  Certifying  That  Caleb 
Bates  -was  considered  as  the  rightful  Owner  of  Lot  N°.  18  in 
the  Towushii)  of  Putnam  &  to  the  best  of  Our  recollection  ii 
has  been  improved  by  him  it  his  Heii's  for  about  17  years. 

See  also  Certificate  filed  of  Zebuloii  iMarcy,  Town  Clk,  that 
Caleb  Bates  was  admitted  in  Putnam  Township  on  Lot  N".  18. 

Claim  for  iialf  of  Lot  N".  48. 

Putnam  list— Drawn  by  Elijah  Oakley. 
Deed  22*^  Sep'.,  1807.      Con  :  15  Dis. 

Elijah  Oakley  to  the  Heirs  of  Caleb  Bates,  deC^. ,  for  the  full 
equal  half  of  Lot  N".  48. 


OBEDIAH  TAYLOR. 

Sub.  950.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  Lot  N".  47. 
Putnam  List— Drawn  by  Nathan  Barlow. 
Deed  9'"  Aug'.,  1793.      Con  :  £9. 

Nathan  Barlow  to  Prince  Perkins  for  this  lot. 
Deed  8  Feb^,  1808.     Con  :  1  Dl.  ;  exchange  of  Lands. 

Prince  Perkins  to  Weston  Stephens  for  the  Same  liOt. 
Deed  11  Nov. ,  1805.     Con  :  30  Dls. 

Weston  Stephens  to  Claimant  for  the  above  mentioned  Lot. 


BRAINTEIM  TOWNSHIP. 

AMBROSE  OAYLORD. 
Sub.  925.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  I<ots   N".  15  &  17,  also  the  back  parts  of  Lots  28  and 
29,  Containing  about  380  Acres. 

Claim  for  lot  N".  l5. 

Braintrim  list— Drawn  by  Jolm  Dorrance. 
Deed  11  Sep'. ,  1798    Con  :  .€50. 
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John  Dorrance  to  (Jlaiiiiant  for  Lots  N".  14  is  15.     Supposed 
to  fontain  600  Acres,  be  the  same  more  or  less. 
(Jlaim  tor  Lot  N".   17. 

Braintrim  list— Drawn  by  Lord  Butler. 
Deed  13  Aug'.,   1790.      Cou^ :  £11  5. 

Lord  Butler  to  Claimant  lor  Lot  N".  17  as  set  off  to  him,  let 
the  number  be  what  it  may  V)e. 

Claim  lor  about  380  Acres  of  Lots  N".  28  &  29. 

See  the  Claim  of  Luther  Dean  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
book  of  titles  of  Braintrim  where  this  claim  is  fully  Shewn. 


EL.TZABETH  VAN  (JAMP. 
Sub.  1019.      Oatli  filed. 

Widow  of  Nicholas  Depew,  Claims  as  natural  Guardian  in 
trust  for  the  Heirs  of  the  said  Nicholas  Depew,  deC^. ,  Lot  N°.  IG. 
Braintrim  List— Drawn  by  Nicholas  Depew. 


SAMUEL  BAKER. 

Sub.  1027.      Oath  filed. 

Claims  lots  N°.  4  &  41. 

Braintrim  List  — Drawn  by  Solomon  Avery,  bnt  on  the  pre- 
sent lost  of  Settlers,  both  lots  set  to  Claimant. 

See  the  title  of  Joshua  Keenny  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
book  of  titles  of  Braintrim,  for  the  title  to  N".  4  in  Joshua 
Keenny. 

Deed  10  Dee^ ,  1793.     Con  :  75  Dls. 

Joshua  Keenny  to  Claimant  for  Lot  N'\  4. 

Sub.  1033. 

Eli  Cloud  claims  half  of  Lot  N".  52  By  liis  Attorney  Josiah 
Fassett,  Esquire. 

Power  of  Attorney,  Dated  I)ec^  3'\  1805.  Eli  Cloud  to  Josiah 
Fassett. 

Deed  20"'  Aug'.,  1799.      Coii  :  150  Dls 

Jonathan  Stevens  to  Eli  Cloud  the  right  and  Possession  of 
the  one-half  of  the  Lot  of  Land  Situate  on  the  West  side  of  the 
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iSusquehanna  River  called  Lot  N".  52.  Beginnino^  at  a  Bass- 
wood  Tree  on  the  bank  of  said  River,  marked.  Thence  S.  45  W. 
adjoining  Lanils  belonging  to  Henry  V.  Chanipin,  Esquire,  571 
rods  to  a  black  Birch,  marked  with  the  aforesaid  Number. 
Thence  S.  4.T  E.  40  rod^  to  a  Hendock  Tree.  Thence  N.  45  E. 
000  rods  to  a  marked  Hemlock  on  the  River  Bank,  Thence  up 
the  said  River  to  the  i)lace  of  Beginning,  supposed  to  contain 
about  150  Acres  more  or  less,  reserving  to  myself  out  of  the 
above  described  half  Lot  a  piece  of  I^and  five  rods  in  breadth, 
lines  parrallel  of  and  from  the  East  corner  of  said  half  Lot,  run- 
ning from  where  the  Road  is  Occupied  to  the  aforesaid  Lot  on 
which  I  now  live. 


JONATHAN  STEVENS. 

Sub.  92G.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  lots  N".  42,  40  &  half  of  N".  53. 

Braintrim  List— Drawn  by  Jonathan  Stevens. 

Of  Lot  N".  52  he  has  sold  half  to  Ely  Cloud.     See  his  title  last 
page. 


BENJAMIN  DORRANCE. 

Sub.  908. 

Claims  Lot  N".  45. 

Braintrim  List — Drawn  by  Greorge  Dorrance. 

See  his  title  to  the  Estate  of  George  Dorrance,  Dec**. ,  in  the 
former  Commissioners'  Books  of  Titles  in  Kingston  &  North- 
moreland. 


JOSHUA  KEENNY&  JOSIAH  FASSETT. 
Sub.  1035. 

Town  Committee,  Claims  for  said  Township  Lots  N''.  3,  37  & 
44  as  public  Lots  of  said  Township. 

Braintrim  List  Set  down  as  Public  Lots. 

See  Certificate  filed  of  Asa  Stevens,  Moderator,  and  Josiah 
Fassett,  Clk.,  P.  T.,  Stating  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  Proprie- 
tors  of  the  Township  of  Braintrim,  held  the  29'"  day  of  1807. 
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It  was  voted  that  Joshua  Keenny  and  Jo.siali  Fassett  be  ap- 
pointed a  Town  Coninuttee  to  applj-  tor  the  public  Land  in 
the  aforesaid  Township  and  make  out  title  to  the  same  to  the 
Commissioners  under  the  Act  of  April  4'^  1790,  and  the  Sup- 
plements thereto.     Certificate  dated  August  2'J''',  lb07. 


ISAAC  LAC"i'. 

Sub.  951.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  lot  N".  40. 

Braintrim  old  List  Drawn  to  Solomon  Avery,  but  under  the 
Township  list  of  Settlers  set  to  Claimant. 


SPEINGFIELD  TOWNSHIP. 
MATTHIAS  HOLLENBACK. 


Sub.  368. 


Claims  the  Undivided  or  Proprietary  Land  belonging  to  Lot 
N°.  33  being  the  undivided  Land  belonging  to  a  Lot  drawn  by 
Amos  York. 

See  the  Title  of  M.  Miner  York  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
book  of  titles  in  Springfield. 

Deed  22  March,  1805.      Con  :  10  Dls. 

M.  Miner  York  to  James  Elsworth  for  the  Share  of  undivided 
Land  belonging  to  N".  33. 

Deed  22  March,  1805.     Con  :  6  Dls. 

James  Elsworth  to  Thomas  Wigton  for  the  above  described 
Land. 

Deed  13  May,  1805.     Con  ;  20  Dls. 

Thomas  Wigton  to  Matthias  Hollenback  for  the  above  de- 
scribed Land. 
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562  BOOK  OF  THE  FIFTEE?^  TOWNSHIPS. 


ELEAZER  BLACKMAN. 

Sub.  880.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  the  undivided  Land  belonging  to  lot  or  right  N".  22 

&  30. 

Springtield  I^ist.     Rights  N".  22  cc  30  Drawn  by  Elisha  Black- 

jiian. 

Deed  3  Jan^. ,  1798.     Con  ;  100  Dls. 

Elisha  Blacknian  to  Claimant  for  all  his  undivided  Land  in 
the  Township  of  Springtield  be  the  same  more  or  less. 


JOSEPH  INGHAM. 

Sub.  941.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  lots   N".  8  &  9  in  said  Town  and  the  undivided  Land 
belonging  to  these  two  rigiits  with  the  Island  called  Wyalusing 
Island. 
Springfield  List— Both  numbers    Drawn  by  Benjamin  Eaton. 

Office  Copy  filed.  Benjamin  Eaton  to  Isaac  Benjamins  for 
one  lot  containing  300  Acres  of  Land  in  a  district  that  was  laid 
out  by  Jeremiah  Ross  apd  Lieut.  Wells  on  the  South  side  of 
the  Stiisquehanna  River  opposite  Wyalusing,  and  is  known  by 
Hick's  possession,  also  one  other  Lot  on  Wyalusing  joining 
Eastward  on  William  Dunn,  &c\,  containing  450  Acres  and  a 
half  right  so  called.  Deed  dated  31  August,  1787,  Con:  New 
York  Currency. 

Office  copy  filed.  Isaac  Benjamins  and  his  wife  Abigail  Ben- 
jamins to  Jonas  Ingham  for  Lot  N".  8  with  the  Island  called 
Wyalusing  Island.  Deed  dated  4  September,  1789.  Con : 
Among  other  Lands  £400. 

Deed  1  Aug'. ,  1793.     Con  :  £45. 

Isaac   Benjamins  and  Abigail  Benjamins  to  Jonas  Ingham 
for  lot  N"-  9  to  contain  300  acres  more  or  less. 
Deed  24"'  October,  1794.     Con:  £160.10. 

Jonas  Ingham  to  Joseph  Ingham  for  Lots  N°.  8  &  9  with  the 
Island  called  Wyalusing  Island  and  Improvements,  &c\ 
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THOMAS  WRIGHT. 

Sub. 

CJaiiiis  50  acres  of  Lot  N".  47. 
Springfield  List— Drawn  by  Elihu  Williams. 

See  the  Title  of  Humphrey  Brown,  page—,  and  the  Title  of 
Daniel  Brown,  page  — ,  for  the  title  into  Daniel  Brown. 

Office  copy  filed.  Daniel  Hrown  to  James  Hinds  for  one  cer- 
tain Lot  or  piece  of  Land  being  part  of  Lot  N".  47.  Beginning 
at  a  Stake  in  the  New  Road  leading  from  Daniel  Brown's  to 
Joseph  Stalfords,  upon  the  line  between  lots  Lots  N°.  47  &  48, 
thence  as  the  New  road  now  runs  51  rods  to  a  Stake  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Road,  Thence  N.  62^  W.  again  Beginning  at 
the  l^eginning  corner,  running  N.  CO  W.  both  these  courses  to 
extend  far  enougli  l)i<,fk  from  said  Road  to  include  fifty  Acres 
of  Land,  being  part  of  Lot  N".  47  which  is  the  very  piece  of 
Land  the  said  Hinds  is  now  in  possession  of. 

Deed  19  Ap^  ,  1805.     Con  :  £41.50. 

James  Wheeler,  Sheriff,  as  the  Property  of  James  Hinds  to 
Tiiomas  Wright  for  a  Tract  of  of  Land,  Situate  in  the  Town- 
ship of  Springfield,  Adjoining  Lands  of  Gideon  Baldwin,  North- 
erly, on  Lands  of  Daniel  Brown,  Southerly,  containing  50 
Acres  more  or  less. 


JOHN  TAYLOR. 

Sub.  330. 

Claims  |  of  I^ot  N°.  48. 

See  his  Title   in  the  former  Commissioners'  Book  of  Titles, 
^Springfield. 


ANDERSON  DANA. 

Sub. 

Claims  the  Undivided  Land  belonging  to  right  N".  37  and 
half  the  right  to  N".  18,  for  himself  and  in  trust  for  Sylvester 
Dana  &  the  Heirs  of  Azael  Dana.  dece**. 

Springfield  List,  Right  N"  37,  Drawn  by  Anderson  Dana  and 

N".  18  Drawn   by  Anderson   Dana   & Hatch  half  claimed 

bv  Dana. 
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M.  MINER  YORK. 

Sub. 

In  trust  for  William  Smith,  in  righr  of  his  wife  Esther. 
Claims  about  o2A  A  civs  of  lot  N".  3-2 

See  the  titles  of  M.  Miner  York  in  the  former  Commissioners" 
book  of  Titles  of  Si)ringliel(l  in  which  this  was  set  oft'  V)y  con- 
sentable  Partition  by  the  Heirs  of  Amos  York  to  Esther  York, 
now  intei-married  with  "William  Smith. 


DANIEL   BROWN. 
Sub.  957.     Oath  filed. 
Claims  Lot  N".  4.5  and  part  of  N".  47  &  half  of  Lot  N''.  50. 
Claim  for  Lot  N".  45. 

Springlield  List— Drawn  as  a  School  JiOt. 

See  in  the  former  Commissioners"  Book  of  Titles  of  Spring- 
lield, That  this  lot  was  exchanged  by  the  Town  for  Lot  N".  30. 

Deed8Jan>.,  17!t4.     Con:  £200. 

Oliver  Dodge,  Justus  Grayloid  &  Zachariah  Price,  Town  Com- 
mittee of  Springfield,  to  Orideon  Baldwin. 

Deed  1  June,  1790.      Con :  £150. 

Cxideon  Baldwin  to  Claimant  for  this  Lot. 
Claim  for  part  of  Lot  N".  47. 

Springfield  List— Drawn  V)y  Elishu  Williams. 

See  the  title  of  Humphrey  Brown,  page  157. 
Deed  15"'  Feb^  1794.      Con  :  £0. 

Humphrey  Brown  to  claimant  for  one-half  of  this  Lot,  oitt  of 
which  he  has  Sold  50  acres.  See  the  claim  of  Thomas  Wright, 
page  147. 

Claim  for  one-half  of  Lot  N".  50  undivided. 

Springfield  List— Drawn  by  Bartholomew  Weeks. 

See  the  title  of  John   Taylor  in   the  former  Commissioners' 
book  of   titles  of   Springfield,  for  the  Heirs  of  Bartholomew 
Weeks. 
Deed  IS  N^^  1795.     Con  :  £15. 

Nathan  &  Elizabeth  Waller,  Thomas  Weeks  and  Abigail 
Davidson  to  claimant  for  three  -sixtli  parts  of  this  Lot. 
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GUY  WELLS. 
Sub.  889.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  to  northermost  half  of  Lot  N".  28. 
Sprinj^field  List  Set  to  Amos  Draper. 

Bond  12'"  Sept^,  178G. 

Amos  Draper  to  Warhain  Kingsley  with  penalty  to  make  a 
Deed  for  said  Lot. 

See  deposition  filed  of  (iny  Well^^,  Zachariah  Price  and 
Thomas  Lewis,  that  a  Deed  was  duly  made  and  that  the  same 
is  lost  and  cannot  be  found. 

Deed  20  of  May,  1787.     Con  :  £50. 

Warham  Kingsley  to  .Joseph  Bostwick  &:  Mary  Lewis  two- 
thirds  to  Bostwick  &  one-third  to  Mary  Lewis. 

Deed  7  Sep^  ,    1788.     Con  :  £33. 

Joseph  Bostwick  to  Zachariah  Price  for  half  of  said  Lot,  ly- 
ing in  the  following  boundaries  Viz :  E.  on  the  Town  line,  S. 
on  Gordon's  Land,  W.  on  the  common  Land,  N.  on  Land 
formerly  Joseph  Tyler's  but  now  belonging  to  Thomas  Lewis 
tfc  Jared  Tyler  &  Sherman  Buck. 

Deed  5  Dee^ ,  1793.     Con. 

Zachariah  Price  &  Ruth  his  wife  for  the  Northern  half  of  said 
Lot  to  Claimant  as  described  above. 


REUBEN  WELLS. 

Sub.  884.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  i  part  of  Lot  N".  29,  also  100  acres  of  Lot  N".  28. 

Claim  for  part  of  lot  N".  29. 

See  the  title  of  Elijah  Shoemaker  in  the  Commissioners' 
Book  of  titles  in  Springfield  (former  Board)  as  to  the  right  of 
Samuel  Gordon  and  his  conveyance  to  said  Shoemakei*. 

Deed  30  June,  1800.      Con  :  100  Dls. 

Elijah  Shoemaker  and  his  mother.  Jane  Blanchard,  to  Claim- 
ant for  one  third  of  I^ot  N".  29.  being  that  part  that  the  said 
Reuben  is  now  in  possession  otT  (Ackley  being  in  possession  of 
the  other  two-thirds 
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Claim  for  100  acres  of  Lot  IS".  28. 

Springfield  Li.st  Set  to  Amos  Draper. 

See  the  title  of   Guy  Wells  last  page   for  the  title  into  Mary 
l^ewis. 
Deed  27Fel)^..  ITUO.      Con:  .£18.1.5. 

Mary  Lewis  and  Thomas  Lewis  to  claimant  for  one-sixth  part 
of  this  Lot  to  be  divided  according  to  Quality  and  Quantity. 

See  the  title   of   Guy  Wells  on   last  page  for  anotlier  part  of 
this  lot  into  Joseph  Bostwick. 

See  deposition  of  claimant  fded    that   he    has   made  diligent 
Search  for  a  Deed  from  Jose])h  Bostwick  to  Samuel  Prince. 

See  deposition  tiled  of   Tliomas  I-ewis  tliat  there  was  a  Deed* 
from  Josepli  Bostwick  to  Samuel  Prince. 

See   Certificate   of   Thomas    Graham,   recorder    of    Luzerne 
county,  that  there  is  no  Such  Deed  on  record. 

Deed  30  Feb.,  1791.     Con  :  £12. 

Samuel   Prince  to   Abigail  Wells,  wife  of  (Claimant,  for  one- 
fourth  of  two-thirds  of  one  Right  of  Land  lying  in  Springfield. 


THOMAS  LEWIS. 

Sub.  885.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  lot  N".  27  and  part  of  28.  Surveyed  together  by  West- 
erly and  Numbered  on  the  Draft  27  and  contains  30t>  ".  59  p'. 
and  Allowance. 

Claim  for  Lot  N°.  27. 

Springfield  List  Set  to  Ephraim  Tyler. 

See  the  depositions  of  Tliomas  Lewis,  Nathan  Kingsley  and 
Joseph  Elliott  filed,  that  Ephraim  Tyler  conveyed  this  lot  to 
Warham  Kingsley  about  the  year  1806,  Which  Deed  is  lost 
and  after  diligent  Search  cannot  be  found. 

See  Certificate  filed  that  there  is  no  such  Deed  on  Record 
from  Ephraim  Tyler  to  Warham  Kingsly  from  Thomas  Gra- 
ham, Recorder  of  Luzerne  County. 

Deed  12  Jan^,  1789.     Con  :  £150. 

AVarham  Kingsly  to  Thomas  Lewis,  William  S.  Buck  and 
Jared  Tyrrell  in  equal  Moieties,  Viz,  one-half  to  Thomas  Lewis 
and  the  other  half  to  Buck  and  Tyrrell. 

Deed  26  Nov.,  1790.     Con  :  £20. 

William  S.  Buck  and  his  Wife  Berintha  to  claimant  for  his 
fouith  of  said  Lot. 
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Deed  16 March,  1807.     Con:  £15  L.  M. 

Jared  Terrell  to  William  S.  Buck  for  one  quarter  ot  a  Lot  or 
Share  of  Land  in  Springtield,  the  same  I  bought  in  partner- 
ship with  Said  Buck  and  Thomas  Lewis. 

Deed  Sep'.,  1793.     Con:  £30. 

William  S.  Buck  and  his  wife  Berintha  to  claimant  for  the 
last  mentioned  fourth  part  of  said  Lot. 


Sub.  999.     Oath  filed. 

Job  Terrill  by  his  Att^^  M.  Miner  York,  claims  100  acres  of  Lot 
N".  7,  also  about  75  acres  &  75  perches,  being  part  of  his  divi- 
sion among  the  heirs  of  Amos  York,  deC^. ,  of  Lands  given 
them  by  Manasyeth  Miner,  the  father  of  Lucretia  the  widow  of 
the  said  Amos  York,  Also  about  25  acres  of  the  Lot  Joseph 
Town's  Mill  stands  on. 

Claim  for  100  acres  of  lot  N".  7. 

Springfield  list  Set  to  William  Churchill. 

Deed  31  Oct^ ,  1793.     Con  :  £31  L.  M. 

William  Churchill  to  Job  Terrill. 

Power  of  Attorney  Job  Terrill  to  M.  Miner  York  to  do  what 
was  needfull 

Claim  for  75  *^  75  p^ 

See  in  the  Title  of  M.  Miner  York  in  the  former  Commission- 
ers' Book  of  titles  in  Springfield,  how  this  title  originated,  and 
the  consentable  division  among  the  heirs  of  Amos  York  of  the 
property  given  them  by  their  Grandfather,  Manasseth  Miner, 
in  which  the  Land  here  claimed  was  part  of  what  was.  set  off 
to  Job  Terrill  and  Kesiah  his  wife. 


ONATHAN  TERRY. 

Sub. 

Claims  lots  N».  U  &  15. 

Springfield  list  Drawn  by  Benjamin  Budd. 

See  the  deposition  of  John  Budd  filed  that  his  father  Ben- 
jamin Budd  made  a  Deed  to  Parshall  Terry  of  his  Lands  in 
Springfield,  he  does  not  recollect  the  N"'.  but  believes  it  was 
for  lots  N°.  14  &  15,  and  the  half  of  another  lot  that  was  drawn 
by  his  Father.  That  deponant  delivered  the  Deed  to  Jonathan 
Terry  the  claimant  to  be  delivered  to  his  father  Parshall  Terry. 
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See  deposition  filed  of  John  Horron  that  aliout  13  years  ago 
he  saw  a  Deed  in  the  possession  of  Parshall  Terry  tor  two  lots 
and  a  half  of  Land  in  Springfield,  the  same  lots  whereon  the 
said  Parshall  Terry  now  lives  and  where  his  Son  Jonathan  lives. 

See  also  the  deposition  of  Parshall  Terry  filed  that  tlie 
Deeds  from  Benjamin  Budd  to  him  was  burnt  in  the  House  of 
Nathan  Terry  when  that  House  was  burnt. 

See  Certificate  filed  of  Thomas  Graliam,  recorder  of  Luzerne 
County,  That  there  is  no  Deed  on  Record  in  his  Office  from 
Benjamin  Budd  to  Parshall  Terry. 

Deed  20  July.  1807.     Con  :  Love  &  Good  Will. 

Parshall  Terry  to  Jonathan  Terry  the  Claimant  for  these 
t  .vo  Lots. 


JOHN  HORTON. 

Sub.  888.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  that  half  of  Lot  N".  16  joining  on  the  River. 
See  the  title  of  Jonathan  Terry  for  this  title  into  Parsliall 
Terry. 

Deedl8Nov^,  1807.     Con:  Agree',  made  29  June,  1798. 

Parshall  Terry  to  Claimant  for   the  equal  Moiety  of  said  lot 
N".  16  joining  on  the  River. 


OLIVA  CRAWFORD. 

Sub.  972. 

Claims  part  of  Lot  N".  24  within  the  following  boundaries. 
Beginning  at  a  certain  Stake  &  Stones  at  the  South  east  cor- 
ner of  said  Lot,  thence  running  AVest  about  56  rods  to  a  cer 
tain  Stake  and  Stones,  Thence  running  northerly  to  a  Stake 
on  the  Hill,  towards  the  Town  line,  and  as  far  on  that  course 
as  the  Town  line  shall  extend.  Thence  running  Easterly  as  far  as 
said  lot  extends,  Thence  running  Southeasterly  to  the  first 
mentioned  bounds. 

Spmgfield  List— Drawn  Ijy  Nathan  Denison. 

See  in  the  former  Commissioners'  Book  of  Springfield  titles 
in  the  title  of  Abigail  Dodge  for  a  Deed  from  Natlian  Denison 
to  Abigail  Dodge  for  lot  N".  24. 

Deed  Jan^  2^  1808.     Con  :  £33. 
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Abigail  Dodge  to  Oliva  Crawfonl  for  a  part  of  Lot  N".  24 
bounded  Easterly  on  the  undivided  Land,  Southerly  on  the 
Susquehanna  River,  Westerly  on  Humphrey  Brown,  Northerly 
on  undivided  Land. 


THOMAS  WILLIAM  WIGTON. 
Sub.  984.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  Lots  N".  20  &  21. 
Springfield  list — Drawn  by  Perrin  Ross,  both  lots. 
Deed  21  May,  1777.      Con  :  £200. 

Perrin  Ross  to  Justus  Gaylord. 
Deed  19  Aug'. ,  1799.     Con  :  Good  Will  & '. 

Justus  Gaylord  to  liis  Son  Chancy  Gaylord  for  lot  N".  20. 

Deed  27  Dec^,  1802.     Con  :  $300. 

Chancy  Gaylrod  to  Benjamin  Crawford  for  Lot  N°.  20. 
Office  copy  filed  of  the  Orders  of  the  Orphans'  Court  to  Jon- 
athan Terry  to  Sell  the  Land  of  Benjamiu  Crawford,  deceased. 

Deed  3  Aug'.,  1805.      Con  :  294  Dls. 

Jonathan  Terry  as  Administrator  of  Benj^  Crawford,  dec'^. , 
to  Justus  Gaylord,  jun^,  for  Lot  N".  20. 

Deed  July  4'\  1807.     Con  :  300  Dls. 

Justus  Gaylord,  jun'. ,  to  claimant  for  Lot  N".  20. 
Deed  24  Sep".,  1807.     Con  :  200  Dls. 

Justus  Gaylord  to  claimant  for  Lot  N".  21. 


HUMPHREY  BROWN. 
Sub..  960.     Oath  filed. 

Claims  Lot  N".  49,  half  of  N".  47  and  parts  of  lots  N".  48  &  50. 

Claim  for  Lot  N".  47. 

Springfield  List  Set  to  Elihu  Williams. 

See  the  title  of  Darius  Williams  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
book  of  titles  of  Plymouth,  for  Darius  Williams"  title  to  his 
father's  rights. 

Deed  24  Nov"^. .  1807.      Con  :  25  Dollars. 

Darius  Williams  to  Humphrey  Brown  for  all  his  right  to  a  lot 
being  the  Same  lot  that  Josiah  Ives  and  Lucy  liis  wife  Deeded 
to  claimant. 
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Dee.l  3  Dec^  ITUU.      Con  :  £li 

Josiah  Ives  and  Lucy  his  wife  (the  said  Lucy  being  one  of 
the  Heirs  of  Elihu  Williamsj  to  claimant  for  Lot  N».  47. 

Is\  B.— Out  oi  tliis  Lot  claimant  has  sold  one  half  to  Dan 
Brown. 

Claims  {j  of  Lot  N".  4S. 

Springfield  List— Set  to  Jonathan  Weeks. 

See  in  the  former  Commissioners'  book  of  titles  in  Spring- 
field for  the  title  of  John  Taylor,  in  which  it  appears  that 
Jonathan  Weeks  devised  this  lot  to  his  three  Daughters,  Lydia, 
Abigail  and  Elizabeth,  and  that  Elizabeth  intermarried  with 
Nathan  Waller. 

Deed  .'J'"  Jan?-.,  17'.».j.      Con:  £10. 

Nathan    and  Elizabeth  Waller  to  Gideon  Baldwin  for  their 
right  to  said  Lot. 
Deed  -^3  Dec\  ,  1794.      Con  :  £10. 

Gideon  Baldwin  to  claimant  for  all  his  right  to  said  Lot  (V)y 
this  conveyance  he  is  intitled  to  ^  of  this  lot.  ) 

Deed  19  -lune,  1798.     Con  :  50  Dls. 

John  Taylor  and  Sarah  his  wife  of  i  of  this  lot  to  claimant, 
with  the  right  of  the  proportion  of  the  undivided  Land. 

See  the  right  of  John  Taylor  in  the  former  Commissioners' 
book  of  titles  of  Springfield,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  Said 
John  &  his  Wife  Sarah  are  entitled  to  i  part  of  this  Lot.  See 
also  the  right  of  Abigail  Davidson  in  the  Page. 

Deed  20  Ap^  ,  1795.     Con  :  80  Dls. 

Abigail  Davidson  to  claimant  for  her  right  being  one-third 
of  said  Lot. 

Which  Compleats  the  title  of  f,  of  this  Lo 

Claim  for  Lot  N".  49. 

See  the  title  of  David  Richards  in  the  Commissioners'  former 
Book  of  Springfield  titles  for  the  chain  of  this  title. 

Deed  6  June,  1797.      Con  :  £80. 

Philip  Weeks  to  Claimant  for  this  Lot. 

Claim  for  the  yV  pai"^  <>f  Lot    N".  50. 

See  the  title  of  John  Taylor  in  the  former  Commiasipners' 
book  of  titles  in  Springfield  aforementioned. 

Deed  19  June,  1798.      Con  :  50  Dls. 

John  Taylor  and  Sarah  Taylor  to  claimant  for  yV  of  this  Lot 
and  that  proportion  of  the  Undivided  J^and. 
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CLAVEKICK  TOWNSHIP. 

BENJAMIN  DORRANCE. 

JSul)   UOO. 

Claims  an  undivided  Moiety  of  a  certain  part  of  the  Townshi}) 
of  Claverick. 

See  the  Title  of  John  Shepard  for  the  title  into  Elihu  Chan- 
cey  troodrich  and  his  Deed  for  the  one  moiety  in  the  late  Com- 
missioners' book  of  titles  in  Claverick. 

iSee  the  copy  of  the  Order  of  the  Orphans'  Court  filed,  Grant- 
ing: liberty  to  David  Waterman,  Administrator  of  Elihu 
Chancy  -Groodrich,  dec'*. ,  to  Sell  all  the  right  to  Lands  that  the 
said  Goodrich  had  in  Claverick. 

Deed  10  March,  1807.     Con  :  450  Dls. 

David  Waterman,  Administrator  of  Elihu  Chancy  Goodrich 
to  claimant  for  all  the  equal  Moiety  with  John  Shepard  that 
he  holds  by  virtue  of  a  purchase  from  Elihu  Chancy  Goodrich 
in  the  Township  of  Claverick,  containing  in  the  whole  about 
16,000  acres,  be  the  same  more  or  less. 


APPENDIX. 


Report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  act  of  Assem- 
bly, entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  division  of  Certain  lands 
in  the  Township  of  Springfield,  in  the  County  of  Bradford, 
passed  the  8'"  of  April.  1829." 

Statement  of  rates  adjusted  in  Allotment  of  Springfield  by 
Coram*  under  act  passed  for  that  purpose  8  April,  1829. 

No.  Owners.  Third  Kate.        Fourth  Rate. 

1  Township  Committee,    ....    8  acres,     91.   76.8        1  share 

2  Heirs  of  M.  Hollenback, 96.161.4        1  share 

o  "  "  95. 140. 4        1  share 
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No. 

Owners. 

Third  Rate. 

Fourth  Rate. 

4 

Heirs  of  Joseph  Ingham, 

96.     99 

1  share 

5 

Heirs  of  M.  HoUeiiback,    . 

8  acres. 

88.   91 

1  share 

6 

Auderson  Dana,     ... 

.    8  acres, 

86.   94 

1  siiare 

S 

Heirs  of  M.  Hollenback.    . 

.    .    8  acres. 

86.   74 

1  share 

8 

'• 

.    8  acres, 

88.   11 

1  share 

9 

" 

96.   01 

1  share 

10 

"                  " 

95.151 

1  share 

11 

Joshua  Keeney, 

95.140 
95.130 

1  share 

12 

Heirs  of  M.  Hollenback,    . 

1  share 

13 

'• 

97.    19 

1  share 

14 

Heirs  of  Joseph  Ingham,  . 

.    .    8  acres. 

88.     9 

1  share 

15 

Heirs  of  M.  Hollenback,    . 

.    8  acres. 

88. 148 

1  share 

16 

it                              a 

99.   21 

1  share 

17 

>(                              i( 

.     8  acres, 

89.     8 

1  share 

18 

Township  Committee,    .    . 

.    8  acres. 

89.     8 

1  share 

19 

Heirs  of  M.  Hollenback,    .    . 

97.100 

1  share 

20 

96.  98 

1  share 

21 

Anderson  Dana, 

.    4  acres, 

44.   32 

^  share 

23 

Heirs  of  John  Taylor,    .    . 

15.   80 
11.    75  • 

^  share 

2S 

Township  Committee,    .    . 

.    4  acres. 

Compris- 

24 

" 

.    4  acres. 

85.   85 > 

ing  1  share 

25 

Humphrey  Brown,  .... 

27.    73 

:|^  share 

26 

Nathaniel  Terry, 

.  24  acres, 

263. 107. 3 

3  shares 

JOURNAL 


COMMISSIONERS 


APPOINTED  TO  KXECUTE  AN  ACT    OF    THE   GENERAL  ASSEMBLY 

OF  THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA.  ENTITLED  AN 

ACT  FOR  THE  PURPOSE     OF   ADJUSTING    THE    TITLES  TO 

LANDS   IN  BEDFORD  AND  ULSTER  TOWNSHIPS,  IN 


LUZERNE  AND  LYCOMING  COUNTIES, 

PASSED    THE    I9    DAY  OF    MARCH,    181O. 
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The  Governor  of  the  Connnonwealtli  of  Pennsylvania  havintr 
appointed  and  commissioned  Isaac  Smith  of  Lycoming  Counr> , 
Matthew  Roberts  of  Montgomery  county  and  George  Harri- 
son of  Bucks  County,  Commissioners  to  execute  an  act  of 
Assembly,  entitled  "an  act  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the 
title  to  lands  in  Bedford  and  Ulster  townships,  in  Luzerne  and 
Lycoming  Counties,  passed  the  19"^  day  of  March,  1810." 

They,  by  previous  arrangement,  met  at  Williamsport,  in 
Lycoming  county,  and  took  the  oath  of  office,  as  prescribed  by 
the  ninth  section  of  said  act,  before  John  Turk,  Esq''. ,  one  of 
the  Justices  of  the  peace  in  said  county.  Whereupon  the  ori- 
ginal commission  was  recorded  in  the  Recorder's  office  of  said 
county,  and  the  original  delivered  to  Isaac  Smith,  Esq^,  one  of 
said  Commissioners. 

The  said  Commissioners  proceeded  to  the  township  of  Ulster, 
where  they  commenced  the  business  of  their  mission  Junetlie 
II'",  1810. 

William  Wilson  haveing  been  appointed  surveyor  on  the  fifth 
instant,  took  the  oath  prescribed  l)y  law,  and  his  compensa- 
tion was  fixed  at  three  dollars  ])^  day. 

Neal  McDuffee  and  Daniel  M^Duffee  were  appointed  chain 
carriers,  and  their  compensation  fixed  at  Eighty-seven  and 
half  cents  p''  day  each. 

Francis  Tyler  was  appointed  marker,  and  his  compensation 
fixed  at  Eighty-seven  and  an  half  cents  p"^  day  ;  all  of  whom 
were  severally  sworn,  as  the  law  directs,  by  George  Harrison, 
one  of  the  Commissioners. 

From  the  besi  information  that  could  be  obtained  by  the 
Commissioners,  relative  to  the  situation  of  the  ti)wnship  of 
Ulster,  as  originally  granted,  under  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Connecticut  Susquehannah  company,  in  Lycoming 
county,  from  the  examination  of  documents  and  verbal  infor- 
mation it  appeared  that  there  was  a  grant  by  the  committee 
of  the  Susquehannah  company  to  Asahel  Buck  and  others, 
in  the  year  1775;  Beginning  on  the  west  side  of  the  Susque- 
hannah river,  at  two  miles  below  the  junction  of  the  Tioga  with 
the  main  branch,  and  extending  west  five  miles,  thence  north 
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five  miles,  thence  East  iive  miles  to  tlie  main  river,  thence 
down  the  same  to  the  place  of  beginning  ;  no  survey  or  allot  - 
ment  was  ever  made  in  pursuance  thereof;  Avhicli  grant  was 
superceded  by  a  secon<i  grant  on  tlie  13"' day  of  September, 
1785,  but  no  survey  or  allotments  being  made  under  the  same, 
the  said  second  grant  was  superceded  by  grants  for  two  town- 
ships, the  one  called  Athens,  wliich  is  dated  the  9''' day  of  May. 
178G,  and  was  surveyed  and  allote'l  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year, 
as  follows  (viz)  : 

Beginning  at  a  stake,  marked,  standing  on  the  north  line  of 
tlie  Susquehannah  purchase,  at  one  mile  west  of  the  Tioga 
l)ranch,  tlience  East  on  said  line,  crossing  tlie  Tioga  and  Sus- 
quehannah rivers,  live  miles  to  a  pine  tree,  marked,  thence 
south  five  miles  to  a  black  oak,  marked,  tlience  west  five  miles, 
crossing  said  Susquehannah  river  to  a  white  oat<,  luark'd, 
thence  north  five  miles  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

The  other  called  the  township  of  Ulster,  which  grant  is  dated 
the  21"  day  of  July,  178G,  and  surveyed  and  allotted  in  the  fall 
of  the  same  year.  And  is  as  follows  (viz)  :  Beginning  at  a  tree, 
marked,  standing  on  the  west  side  of  the  Susquehannah  river 
opposite  to  the  head  of  an  Island  about  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  below  tlie  mouth  of  Tioga  river,  tlience  west  two  miles 
to  a  corner,  thence  south  five  miles  to  a  corner,  thence  East 
five  miles  to  a  corner,  thence  north  five  miles  to  a  corner, 
thence  west  three  miles  to  the  place  of  beginning.  Whereby 
it  appeared  that  the  said  townships  of  Athens  and  Ulster  Avere 
surveyed  and  laid  down  on  the  tract  of  land  which  was  partly 
covered  by  the  original  grant,  and  so  much  thereof  as  was 
allotted  under  the  grants  and  surveys  of  the  said  townships, 
which  haveing  been  made  i)rior  to  the  SS*^''  day  of  March,  1787, 
was  adjudged  to  fall  within  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  assem- 
blv. 


June  ia'\ 

The  claimants  not  being  able  to  procure  the  old  grant  of  the 
township  of  Ulster  at  this  time,  by  reason  of  its  being  hereto- 
fore delivered  to  Thomas  Cooper,  Esq^  ,  one  of  the  former  Com- 
missioners, the  present  Commissioners  proceeded  to  ascertain 
the  Vioundary  lines  of  said  township  as  originally  granted  by 
the  Susquehannah  company  on  the  best  information  that  could 
be  obtained  ;  several  of  the  inhabitants  attended  and  declared 
the  place  of  beginning  to  be  on  the  south  side  of  the  Tioga  river, 
where  the  waters  of   that  river  and  the  Susquehannah  river 
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form  a  junation,  and  from  thence  south  two  miles,  thence  west 
live  miles,  thence  north  five  miles,  thence  east  five  miles, 
thence  south  three  miles  to  the  place  of  beginning,  computed 
to  contain  sixteen  thousand  acres.  The  surveyor,  by  direction 
of  tlie  commissioners,  proceeded  to  run  the  boundary  lines  ac- 
cordingly. Haveing  fixed  the  above  mentioned  bonnd.s,  or 
exterior  lines  of  the  old  township  of  Ulster,  the  commissioners 
proceeded  to  give  pnl)lick  notice  that  they  were  ready  to  re- 
ceive applications  and  evitlence  of  title  from  the  several  claim- 
ants, wliicli  notice  was  in  the  following  words  : 

Notice.  All  persons  comeing  within  the  provisions  of  an  act  of 
assembly  of  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  titles  to  lands  in  Bedford 
and  Ulster  town.ships  in  Luzerne  and  Lycoming  Counties;"' 
owning  or  claiming  lands  within  the  township  of  Ulster,  as  or- 
iginally laid  out  under  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Susque- 
hannah  Company,  are  hereby  requested  to  lay  their  claims 
with  ail  possil)le  dispatch  before  the  under.signed  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  execute  said  act.  They  are  prepared  at 
the  house  of  Doct"^.  Hopkins,  in  the  town  of  Athens,  to  receive 
all  such  applications. 

Isaac  Smith, 
Matthew  Robert.s, 
George  Harrison, 

Commissioners. 
Athens,  .Tune  12th,  1810. 


June  13'^ 

Joseph  Kingsbury  was  appointed^  Clerk  to  the  commission- 
ers, and  took  the  oath  of  office  administered  by  George  Harri- 
son in  due  form. 

Elisha  Satterlee  made  application,  as  Connecticutt  claimani, 
for  lot  N".  17  in  the  township  of  Old  Ulster,  containing  one 
hundred  acres,  in  the  third  division  of  lots  in  said  town,  and 
exhibited  his  title  foi-  the  same,  which  was  adjudged  to  be  sat- 
isfactory. 

Surveyed  June  14. 

Stephen  Hot)kins  made  application  as  Connecticutt  claimant 
for  lot    N".  16  in  the  3'  division  of  lots  in  the  old  township  of 
Ulster,  containing  one  hundred  acres  and  exhibited  his  title  for 
the  same,  which  was  adjudged  to  be  satisfactory. 
37— Vol.  XVIII. 
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June  14'". 

The  lot  in  the  2^  division,  in  the  Possession  of  the  Penna.  claim- 
ant. The  claim  to  the  undivided  right  admitted,  on  the  de- 
position of  Col  Franklin,  as  having  been  possessed  prior  to 
the  28^"  of  March,  17^7. 

Elisha  Saterlee  made  application,  as  Connecticutt  claimant, 
for  a  lot  of  land  in  the  township  of  old  Ulster,  m  the  second 
division  of  lots,  the  same  originally  drawn  by  Uriah  Stephens, 
for  which  he  exhibited  a  title.  And  also  for  the  one  fifty-third 
part  of  the  undivided  land  attached  to  the  right  of  the  said 
Uriah  Stephens,  included  in  the  same  conveyance  as  exhibited 
for  the  above.  Whereupon  the  surveyor  and  Commissioners 
proceeded  to  survey  and  examine  the  premises. 

This  claim  more  fully  established.      See  pages  23  &  24. 

Abraham  Snell  made  application, as  a  Connecticutt  claimant 
for  part  of  lot  N".  18  in  the  S''  division  of  lots  in  the  township 
of  old  Ulster  and  drawn  in  the  name  of  Oliver  Bigelow,  and 
said  to  be  conveyed  by  him  to  Jacob  Snell,  and  fell  to  the  pre- 
sent applicant,  jjartly  liy  heirship  and  partly  by  })urchase.  and 
proiluced  a  title  under  the  Connecticut  Susquehannah  Com- 
pany, from  Daniel  Snell,  one  of  the  heirs  to  the  estate  of  the 
said  Jacob  Snell;  said  deed  bearing  date  June  the  11"",  1805. 

Surveyed  June  15. 

Lockwood  Smith  made  application  as  Connecticutt  claimant, 
for  lots  N°.  4  (S:  5.  as  originally  laid  otit  in  the  old  township  of 
Ulster,  his  title  derived  from  an  old  proprietors  right  in  his 
own  name  entered  in  said  township,  which  claim  is  fully  es- 
tablished. 

Surveyed  June  15. 

William  Curry  applied  as  Connectictitt  claimant  for  a  part 
of  lots  N".  8  &  9,  laid  out  in  the  old  township  of  Ulster,  under 
a  title  derived  from  William  &  Elijah  Buck,  original  proprie- 
tors, in  said  township  purchase,  by  a  regular  conveyance, 
dated  Feb^.  5"'.  1704,  and  June  15"',  1802,  which  claim  is  sup- 
ported and  admitted. 

Claim  admitted.     Stirveyed  June  18. 

Daniel  Miner,  as  Connecticutt  claimant,  made  application 
for  lots  N".  6  &  7,  as  originally  laid  out  in  the  township  of 
Ulster,  on  a  claim  derived  on  a  title  from  Elijah  Buck,  an  ori- 
ginal proprietor,  by  deed  dated  Nov'.  19'",  1792. 
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June  15"'. 

The  claims  of  Lockwood  Smith,  William  Curry  and  Daniel 
Miner,  adjudged  to  l)e  correct  by  the  Commissioners,  and  the 
surveyor  directed  to  survey  the  same,  accompanied  by  the 
Commissioners  for  the  purpose  of  classing  and  valuing  the 
premises. 

Surveyed  June  18.  37  acres  184  p».  of  this  tract  transferred 
by  Elijah  Buck  to  Daniel  Miner,  and  surveyed  to  him  July  4 
Elijah  Buck  made  application,  as  Connecticutt  claimant,  for 
the  remaining  part  of  his  land  in  the  old  township  of  Ulster 
not  sold  to  William  Curry  and  Daniel  Miner;  by  the  evidence 
of  his  papers,  his  title  appears  to  be  derived  from  old  original 
rights  in  the  Susquehannah  Company,  regularly  entered  in 
the  old  township  of  Ulster,  in  the  name  9f  his  father,  and  in 
his  own  naiue,  as  early  as  the  year  1775.     Claim  admitted. 

Surveyed  June  li).   Claim  admitted  same  day. 

John  Franklin  applied  for  a  lot  of  land  under  the  Connecti- 
cutt title,  called  a  town  Jot,  and  known  by  lot  N°.  25,  within 
the  old  town  of  Ulster,  and  drawn  in  the  name  of  Nathan  Den- 
nison,  and  by  said  Dennison  conveyed  to  the  applicant,  by  deed 
bearing  date  the  18'"  Decem''%  1789.  And  also  about  22  rods  in 
width  of  lot  N°.  1.  in  the  second  division  of  lots  within  the 
bounds  of  old  Ulster;  said  lot  extending  from  the  road  leading 
thro'  Tioga  Point  to  the  Tioga  river;  said  two  tracts  claimed 
supposed  to  contain  about  three  and  half  acres,  more  or  Jess; 
and  the  last  tract  laid  out  and  drawn  in  the  name  of  the  pre- 
sent applicant,  on  the  10""  day  of  June,  178G. 

Claim  admitted.     Surveyed  June  27. 

The  Heirs  of  Abraham  Decker,  deceas'd,  apply  for  lot  N°. 
10,  in  the  2'3  division  of  lots  within  the  bounds  of  old  Ulster, 
said  lot  containing  ten  acres;  claimed  under  the  Connecticut 
title;  drawn  in  the  name  of  Benjamin  Allen;  from  him  trans- 
ferred to  John  Shepard;  from  John  Shepard  to  Ira  Stephens 
and  from  Ira  Stephens  to  Abraham  Decker,  under  whom  it  is 
now  applied  for  by  his  heirs. 


Saturday,  June  16"'. 

Claim  admitted.     Surveyed  June  19. 

Clement  Paine  applied  for  two   acres  of    land    within    the 
bounds    of   the   town  of   old    Ulster,  under  the  Susquehannah 
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claim,  it  lieiii^  ii  i)iiiT  of  lor  N".  44.  in  the  second  division  of  lots 
within  the  l)Oun(l.s  atoi-esaid  ;  ^;U(1  lot  being  originally  drawn 
in  the  name  of  Tiionuis  M'Cliii-e,  and  appeai'.s  to  be  regularly 
conveved  to  the  ])resent  applicant,  by  deml  bearing  date 
Deceuib"- 2()'",  A.  ]).  IT'JS. 

Tlie  lot.s  here  claimed  were  on  investigation  fonnd  to  })e  in  the 
I'ossestiion  of  the  Penn-'.  claimant,  except  N".  40,  one-lialf  of 
Lot  N".  39  claimed  by  Elisha  ^attei'lee. 

l^etsy  aiathewson,  foi-  the  lieirs  of  Elisha  Mathewson,  de- 
ceas'd,  by  her  Agent  Samuel  Satterlee,  as  Connecticiitt  claim- 
am,  made  application  for  lots  N".  2,  o.)  and  40,  in  the  first  divi- 
sion, and  lots  N".  1,  2,  G,  11,  Ki.  17  and  no,  in  the  2'Uii vision  of 
lots  within  the  l)onnds  of  old  Ulster  township,  with  the  ex- 
cei)tiou  of  20  perches  in  width  on  the  north  side  of  lot  N".  1, 
lot  N".  40  in  the  first  division,  title  derived  from  John  Frank- 
lin ;  also  lot  N".  12,  10,  IT,  the  title  derived  from  ,Tohn  Fraidvlin  : 
lot  N".  U  laid  out  in  the  name  of  Solomon  Bennet,  from  him 
to  A.  Bird,  April  5"',  17SU;  from  Bird  to  Franklin  and  from 
Franklin  to  said  Mathewson,  deceas'd.  Lot  N".  11,  in  the  2' 
division,  was  drawn  in  the  name  of  Chi'istopher  Hnrlbnrt, 
and  by  him  conveyed  to  the  said  Mathewson.  ileceas'd  ;  lot  Ts^ 
3!),  in  the  fii'st  division,  drew  in  the  name  of  Duane  &  Patrick, 
by  them  conveyed  to  John  Jenkins,  and  from  Jenkins  to  the 
said  Elisha  Mathewson,  deceased. 

Claim  rejected,  June  19.      See  Page  12. 

Samuel  Satterlee  applied  for  a  lot  of  land  within  the  bounds 
of  the  town  of  old  Ulster,  laid  out  on  the  undivided  lands  in  the 
year  1795;  claimed  under  a,  title  derived  from  the  Susquehan- 
nah  Company  to  Jonathan  Hibbard  ;  from  Hibbard  to  AValter 
Hunt  and  from  Hunt  to  the  present  applicant. 

Claim  admitted.     Surveyed  June  14. 

.John  Miller  applied  for  lot  >'".  13  in  the  1"  division  of  lots  in 
the  town  plot  within  the  bounds  of  old  Ulster  township, claimed 
under  a  title  from  the  Susquehannah  Company,  drawn  in  the 
name  of  Uriah  Stevens  and  conveyed  by  him  to  Nathaniel 
Dyke,  and  from  Dyke  to  Samuel  Hebrun,  and  from  the  heirs  of 
Samuel  Hebrun  to  the  present  api)licant. 

Claim  admitted  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  lots  in  the  third  divi- 
sion.    Surveyed  Jtme  21".     The  lots  in  the  4  division  rejected. 
Abner  Murray,  as  Connecticutt  claimant,  made  application 
for   part  of   lot  N".  14,  lo,  in   the   3''  division   of  lots  within  the 
bounds  of  the  old  toM'nship  of  Ulster,  tipon  which  the  title  is 
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not  already  extingui!^hel^  by  purchase  from  the  Pennsylvania 
claimant  ;  and  for  lots  ]S'".  53,  oil,  in  the  4"'  division  of  lots 
Avithin  said  town. 

Protest.     Henry  Wells  [Welles]. 

To  the  application  of  Elizabeth  Matthewson  Henry  Wells  files 
in  a  protest  an<l  prays  a  hearing  before  the  Coujinissioners, 
Avhich  is  granted,  and  Thursday,  >'  28th  instant,  appointed  to 
hear  the  evidence  and  allegations  of  the  ijarties. 

The  lot  N".  o4  in  the  Possession  of  Penn".  claimant. 

Elisha  Satterlee,  as  Connecticutt  claimant,  made  applica- 
tion for  the  one  equal  half  of  lot  ]S^^  '3\),  in  the  first  division, 
and  for  the  one  equal  half  of  lot  !>".  34,  in  the  2'^  division  of  lots 
within  the  bounds  of  old  Ulster  townshii) ;  said  lots  being  drawn 
in  the  name  of  Joshua,  Patrick  and  Thomas  Duane,  and  the 
parts  above  mentioned  conveyed  by  the  said  Patrick  to  the 
present  applicant.  To  the  application  for  lot  N".  39,  Matthias 
Hollenback  thro'  Henry  Wells  sets  up  a  Pennsylvania  title, but 
is  not  supported  by  the  testimony  of  said  Wells,  and  no  other 
evidence  appears  to  support  the  title. 


Monday,  June  18'\ 

Daniel  Miner  exhibited  a  warrant  for  a  survey  within  the 
bounds  of  the  township  of  old  Ulster,  dated  the  24th  day  of 
April,  1810,  Avhich  warrant  for  a  survey  appears  to  interfere 
with  a  possession  and  claim  under  the  Connecticutt  title  of 
Elijah  Buck,  but  said  warrant  being  dated  subsequent  to  pass- 
ing the  act  under  which  the  Commissioners  are  now  acting, 
cannot  be  admitted  as  a  just  claim  to  prevent  the  said  Buck 
from  obtaining  his  right  agreeably  to  said  act.     Rejected. 

Claim   rejected;  not    having  been   surveyed  or  allotted  until 

1793. 

John  Shepard  applied  for  the  land  in  the  4'"  division  of  lots, 
within  the  bounds  of  the  townshi])  of  old  Ulster,  which  apper- 
tains to  the  rigiit  of  Chrisropher  Hurlburt,  one  of  the  original 
proprietors  within  the  bounds  of  the  township  of  old  Ulster, 
under  the  Connecticutt  tit).-:  said  Shepard  also  applies  for 
the  land  in  the  4'"  division  of  lands  in  tlm  township  aforesaid, 
which  appertain  to  the  right  of  Matthias  Hollenback,  one  of 
the  original  proprietors  in  said  town,  under  the  Connecticutt 
title. 
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C]a,iin  admitted.   Surveyed  June  19. 

Thomas  Overton,  as  Connecticutt  claimant,  made  applica- 
tion for  lot  N".  3S  in  tlie  lirst  division  of  loi>.  within  the  bound.s 
of  old  Ulster  ;  drawn  in  the  name  of  Ira  Stephen.s  ;  conveyed  by 
him  to  Stephen  Ho))kius  ;  from  Hopkins  to  William  Wynkoop  ; 
from  Wynkoop  to  David  Paine;  from  Paine  to  Levi  Tliayei- : 
from  Thayer  to  Wanton  Rice  ;  from  Rice  to  Chester  Bingham  ; 
fi-om  Bingham  to  the  present  applicant. 

William  Slocum  established  a  claim  to  the  North  end  of  the 
Island,  June  2S,  and  conveyed  the  same  to  David  Alexander 
by  deed,  which  completed  said  Alexander's  title  to  the  whole 
Island.  See  Page  20.  Surveyed  June  19.  See  Page  20. 
David  Alexander  applied  for  the  following  lots  of  laud  within 
the  bounds  of  the  township  of  old  Ulster,  claimed  under  a  title 
from  the  Susquehannah  Company,  (vi/) :  lots  N".  84,  3j,  36,  37 
and  27  in  the  town  plot,  and  all  that  lot  of  land  included  within 
a  certain  field,  being  on  the  south  of  lot  N".  27,  and  extending 
south  to  the  enclosures  of  Mess"^".  Wells  and  Paine,  meaning  to 
include  the  land  within  the  following  boundaries  :  allowing  the 
main  street  for  the  western  boundaries,  and  the  road  along  the 
bank  of  the  Susquehannah  river  for  the  eastern  boundary,  be 
tlie  same  more  or  less;  and  also  the  Island  opposite  the  above 
described  lots,  which  Island  appears  to  have  been  originally 
annexed  to  the  township  of  olil  UJster,  and  the  po.ssession  of 
which  appears  to  have  been  in  the  present  apjilicant,  from  a 
date  prior  to  the  year  1787  ;  the  title  from  the  Sttsquehannah 
t'ompany,  of  the  above  describetl  land,  appears  by  regular 
c  ):iveyance  to  be  vested  in  the  present  applicant.  A  lot  belong- 
ing to  John  Shepard,  included  in  the  above  application,  which 
was  applied  lor  by  said  Shephard,  and  his  claim  admitted 
July  3". 

Claim  rejected  as  no  survey  or  allotment  was  made  until  1791!. 

Joseph  Farlin  applied  for  a  lot  of  land  within  the  bounds  of 
the  township  of  old  Ulster,  bounded  east  on  land  claimed  by 
Daniel  Satterlee,  north  on  land  claimed  by  M''Clure,  south  on 
land  claimed  by  Absalom  'i'raverse  and  west  on  the  west  line 
of  the  town  of  Athens;  said  claim  originated  from  the  right 
of  Abel  Yarrington,  who  derived  his  title  from  the  Susquehan- 
nah Company,  and  conveyed  the  same  to  James  Irwin  ;  said 
Irwin  to  John  Shepard  and  Shepard  to  the  present  applicant. 

The  application  made  by  Samuel  Satterlee,  June  the  1(! '■,  re- 
jected by  the  Commissioners  for  the  following  reasons,  (viz): 
That  tJie  laws  under  which  they  act  does  require  that  the  Con- 
necticutt claimant  must  make  it  appear  that  he  w,:.^j.in  actual 
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settler  in  Bedford  or  Ulster,  or  in  some  one  of  the  seventeen 
towns,  prior  to  the  28'"  of  March,  1787,  or  that  he  claimed  to 
have  acquired  a  title  by  or  from  such  actual  settler  by  devise, 
inheritance,  transfer  or  ]jossession,  and  that  the  lot  claimed  was 
particularly  laul  out  and  alloted  to  such  actual  setler  prior  to 
said  time,  asrreeabiy  to  the  rules  and  re^julations  then  in  force 
among  them.  It  appears  to  us  that  the  legislature  have  cau- 
tiously guarded  against  the  acknowledgement,  or  grants  of 
townships,  or  of  particular  grants,  or  rights,  which  accrued 
under  the  orders  of  the  Susquehannah  Company  after  the  said 
28"'  of  March,  1787,  to  which  time  they  are  expressly  limited. 
The  words  of  the  act  are  emphatical,  (viz)  ;  "to  lines  hereafter 
run  and  established  among  them."  The  clause  which  relates 
to  the  actual  setler,  in  some  one  of  the  seventeen  towns,  does 
not  extend  the  privilege  farther  than  where  such  setler  has 
had  his  right  in  either  of  the  towns  which  the  present  law  em- 
braces, surveyed  and  laid  out  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  the  Sus- 
quehannah  Company  prior  to  said  day.  The  law  was  passed 
with  a  view  chiefly  to  perfect  and  confirm  tiie  titles  of  the 
actual  setlers,  because  such  of  the  Pennsylvania  claimants  only 
wliose  title  accrued  by  a  patent,  location  or  warrant,  on  which 
a  survey  has  been  executed  previous  to  that  time,  are  ad- 
mitted, which  is  in  strict  conformity  witli  the  opposite  claim  ; 
therefore  the  present  claim  not  haveing  been  located  or  sur- 
veyed prior  to  the  same  day  cannot  be  admitted. 

Claim  to  Lot  ]S".  53,  admitted. 

Henry  Wells  (Welles)  applied  for  lot  N".  53,  in  the  second  divi- 
sion of  lots  in  the  bounds  of  the  township  of  old  Ulster ;  said 
lot  originally  drawn  in  the  name  of  John  Jenkins,  under  a  title 
derived  from  the  Susquehannah  Company  from  the  said  Jen- 
kins, conveyed  to  Stephen  Bidlack  and  from  the  said  Bidlack 
to  the  present  applicant. 

Surveyed  June;  27"'. 

Claim  admitted  and  established  in  part  by  the  testimony  of 
Henry  Decker  to  lot  N°.  20. 

And  also  for  lot  N".  20,  in  the  first  division  of  lots  within  the 
bounds  of  the  town  aforesaid,  which  lot  was  drew  in  the  name 

of  Christopher  H  urlburt  and  conveyed  by  him  to Root,  and 

from  Root  to  James  Irwin,  and  from  James  Irwin  to  the  pre- 
sent applicant. 

Application  was  made  for  Joseph  Tyler  (by  his  son)  for  a  lot 
of  land  within  the  bounds  of  the  township  of  old  Ulster, 
claimed  under  the  Susquehannah  Companies  title,  it  being 
known  bv  lot  N".  24,  in  the  first  division  of  lots  drew  in   the 
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name  of  William  Jones,  and  by  the  said  Jones  conveyed  to  the 
said  Joseph  Tyler;  claim  admitted  and  surveyed  June  19'". 

Wednesday.  June  y«  20'^ 
Claim  rejected. 

Stephen  Hopkins  applied  for  a  lot  in  the  fourth  division  of 
lots,  within  the  bounds  of  of  old  Ulster,  drawn  as  one  of  the 
publick  lots  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  the  Susquehanna  Com- 
pany, and  released  to  the  said  Hopkins  by  a  committee  of  said 
township,  appointed  for  that  and  other  purposes;  this  lot  was 
not  surveyed  or  alloted  till  1793. 

Surveyed  June  27'^ 

John  Franklin  made  application  for  the  widow  and  heirs  of 
Ira  Stevens,  deceas'd,  for  the  following  described  land  within 
the  bounds  of  old  Ulster,  (viz.) :  lot  N°.  53,  in  the  3^  division  ot 
lots  in  said  town,  drawn  on  the  right  of  said  Stevens.  Also, 
two  tracts  called  4'"  division  lots,  part  of  said  two  tracts  ad- 
joins said  lot  N".  53,  and  pare  lying  on  the  west  side  of  the  Tioga 
river,  separated  only  by  the  river;  one  of  said  tracts  laid  out 
on  the  right  of  said  Stevens  and  the  other  on  the  right  of 
Benjamin  Smith,  which  last  was  not  surveyed  or  allotted 
untill  the  year  1793,  consequently  not  admitted  ;  all  of  which 
was  claimed  under  the  Connecticutt  title  and  admitted,  except 
that  part  which  was  laid  out  on  the  right  of  Smith. 


Thursday,  June  21". 

Abner  Murray  applied  for  two  lots  of  land  within  the  bounds 
of  the  township  of  Old  Ulster,  the  one  drew  in  the  name  of 
Christopher  Hurlburt  and  the  other  in  the  name  of  Nathan 
Cary.  The  aforesaid  lots  are  of  the  4'"  division,  and  it  appears 
they  were  not  surveyed  nor  allotted  antecedent  to  the  28'"  of 
March,  1787,  tlierefore,  are  inadmissble. 


Fryday  &  Saturday,  June  23''  &  23''. 
Employed  in  makeingout  blank  certificates,  drafting  surveys 
and  classing  the  land. 

Monday,  June  y**  25"'. 
See  Page  22. 

Isaac  Morley  applied  for  a  part  of  three  lots,  (vizi  :  lots  N". 
10,  11  &  12,  within  the  bounds  of  the  township  of  old  Ulster;  lot 
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N°.  10  drew  as  a  publick  Jot,  lot  2s".  11  (Jrew  in  the  name  of 
M'=Clure  and  lot  '^°.  12  in  the  name  of  Hagerman ;  said  JSdorley 
claims  lots  Is'".  11  &  12  by  conveyance  of  Connecticut  title,  and 
lot  N°.  10  by  occupancy  prior  to  the  year  1787;  rlie  whole  claim 
was  established  by  Morley's  procurinj^  a  deed  from  the  com- 
mittee of  the  town  for  lot  JSI".  10,  which  bears  date  July  y"  S*", 
1810. 


Tuesday,  June  y«   20'^ 

Elisha  Satterlee  applied  for  lots  ^'°.  8,  12  &  20,  in  the  2«  divi- 
sion of  lots  within  the  bounds  of  the  township  of  old  Ulster; 
the  lot  JN".  12  drew  in  the  name  of  John  M^Kinstry,  and  lor 
N".  20  drew  in  the  name  of  Ishmael  Bennet,  both  of  which  lots 
appear  to  be  regularly  conveyed  down  to  the  pre:~enT  appli- 
cant, and  lot  N°.  8  appears  to  be  on  the  original  certificate  of 
the  applicant,  entered  in  said  town  in  his  own  name  in  May, 
1786,  but  as  the  lots  are  in  the  possession  of  a  Pennsylvania 
claimant  they  are  rejected. 


Wednesday,  June  27"^. 

See  Page  25.     The  lot  here  claimed  adjudged  to  Abel  Yarring- 

ton. 

Erastus  Loomis  applied  for  that  part  of  his  improvements, 
upon  which  the  titles  are  not  already  united  by  purchase,  it 
being  a  triangular  piece  of  land  lying  between  the  said  pur- 
chase and  the  land  applied  for  by  Daniel  Satterlee,  said  land  is 
claimed  by  possession  and  actual  occupancy  prior  to  the  28''' 
of  March,  1787. 


Thursday,  June  y'^  28'". 

Surveyed  July  3^^. 

John  Franklin,  In  behalf  of  the  proprietors  of  the  township 
of  old  Ulster,  applied  for  the  publick  lots  within  the  bounds 
of  said  township,  assigned  as  such  in  the  original  allotment  or 
draft,  and  known  by  lots  TV'".  23  &  51,  in  the  first  division,  and 
lots  N".  51  &  52  in  the  2'^  division,  and  lots  Ts^".  t)  &:  10,  in  the  3'^ 
division,  and  also  two  lots  in  the  4"'  division,  ^''^  not  yet 
known;  one  of  them  in  the  occupancy  of  Absalom  Traverse 
and  the  other  in  the  occuiaancy  of  Stephen  Hopkins,  both  un- 
der lease  from  the  township  Com.  :  and  the  said  Franklin  also 
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applies  for  n  lot  laid  our  iora  coinnion  in  the  center  of  the  town 
l)lot,  being  ten  perches  in  width  and  extending  from  tlie  Sus- 
quehanna rivtr  to  Tilt'  Tio^a  river,  it  being  the  same  on  wliich 
tlie  building  stands  i  hat  was  erected  for  an  Academy  ;  the  claim 
withdrew  on  all  the  lots  except  N".  23.  in  the  fh-st  division,  and 
N"\  •")1.  ow  in  the  2'^  division,  and  the  lot  laid  out  for  a  publiek 
square:  the  lots  ^'' \  t)  &10,  In  the  3'' division,  ^vere  conveyed 
o  Isaac  Morley  iiud  Jjodowick  rxreen,  to  whom  they  were 
cerrilif-d  ;  the  4"'  division  lots  rejectetl  as  not  cognii;able  by  the 
(Jominiss"'. 

William  Slocuiu  applied  for  lot  N".  49.  of  the  'J'^  division  of 
lots  within  the  bounils  of  the  township  of  old  Ulster;  said  lot 
i\ing  on  the  north  end  of  the  Island  attached  to  said  town- 
ship, and  drew  in  the  name  of  the  applicant  ;  And  the  said 
Sioc.um  also  applies  in  behalf  of  his  brother,  Ebenezer  Slocum, 
for  lot  >"".  3U,  called  a  town  lot,  and  lot  K".  40,  lying  on  the 
Island  aforesaid,  and  known  by  a  second  division  lot,  and  both 
originally  drew  on  the  right  and  in  the  name  of  the  said  Eben- 
ezer iSlocum. 

As  the  above  application  interferes  with  an  application  here- 
tofore made  1)y  David  Alexander  for  the  same  land,  which  ap- 
plication was  made  the  18"'  instant.  The  commissioners  assigned 
lo-morrow,  the  29"'  instant,  at  S  o'clock  A.  M. ,  to  hear  the  evi- 
dence and  allegations  of  the  parties. 


The  application  of  Elizaijeth  Mathewson,  made  on  the  W^ 
instant, and.  the  protest  of  Henry  Wells,  was  bi-ought  before  the 
Commiss''^  agreeably  to  appointment  of  this  day  for  trial  ;  the 
parties  accordingly  appeared. 

The  said  AVells  enters  his  plea,  which  goes  to  question  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Commiss'^*  in  the  cause,  and  cites  the  7"'  sec- 
tion of  the  act  under  which  the  Commiss''  are  i)roceeding ;  it 
appears  by  the  said  7"'  section,  "That  nothing  in  this  act  con- 
"tained  shall  bn  construed  or  understood  to  authorise  or  im- 
■■  power  the  said  Commiss'^  to  certify  to  any  person,  or  persons, 
"any  land  in  aforesid  townsiiips.  held  or  claimed  under  a  Penn- 
"sylvani  I  title,  itndf^i-  a,  patent,  location,  warrant  or  settle- 
"ment,  wliere  the  l^ennsylvania  clainmnt  is  in  the  actual  pos- 
"session  or  occupancy  of  the  land,  either  l)y  himself  or  tenant 
at  the  time  of  passing  this  act." 

On  the  part  of  M"^".  Matthewson  it  was  admitted  that  Charles 
Carrol,  of  Carrolton,  was  the  owner  of  the  land  in  question, 
under  a  Pennsylvania  title,  and  it  appears  that  the  said  Carrol 
is  in  possession  of  the  land  applied  for  by  the  said  Elizabeth,  by 
his   tenant   or  agent,  except  lot  N".  40  and  a  part  of  Jot  N".  30, 
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and  that  the  possession  was  acquired  by  the  said  Carrol  by  a 
(hie  course  ot  law,  and  that  Henry  \Vel!s  was  put  into  posses- 
sion of  the  same  by  the  Deputy  Marshal,  in  pursuance  of  a 
w  rit  of  Habt're  Facias  Possessionem  issued  from  the  circuit 
court  of  the  U.  S.  for  tlie  district  of  Pennsylvania.  Therefore, 
this  case  is  one  of  those  excepted  in  the  said  7'''  section  aV)ove 
recited,  and  cannot  come  under  the  cognisance  or  powers  dele- 
t^-ated  to  the  commissioners,  by  the  law  under  which  they  are 
now  acting. 


Fryday,  June  2^}'^. 

In  the  case  of  tne  application  of  IJavid  Alexander  and  Wil- 
liam Slocuni,  applying  for  the  same  hinds,  theCommiss'%  agree- 
ably to  appointment,  heard  the  evidence  and  allegations  of  the 
parties  and  do  award  tliat  the  said  Slocum  has  made  his  claim 
good  to  lot  N".  49  in  his  own  name,  and  also  to  lot  N".  4G  in 
the  name  and  behalf  of  Ebenezer  Slocum. 

Hut  in  respect  to  Jot  N°.  30,  it  being  in  the  possession  of  a 
Pennsylvania  claimant,  is  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  com- 
missioners and  cannot  therefore  be  certified  to  the  Connecti- 
cutt  claimant. 

After  the  above  decision  was  made  the  parties  agreed,  and 
the  said  Slocum  conveyed  the  right  of  said  lots  N°.  46,  49  to  the 
said  David  Alexander,  in  consequence  of  which  the  whole  of 
said  Island  is  now  vested  in  the  said  Alexander,  under  the 
Connecticutt  title. 

Benjamin  Perry,  as  Att-^  in  fact  for  the  only  surviving  heir  of 
Asahel  Buck,  tleceas'd,  api)lied  for  two  rights  of  the  said  de- 
ceas'd,  supposed  to  have  been  allotted  to  him  or  his  heirs  within 
the  old  town  of  Ulster.  It  appeared  upon  an  investigation  of 
the  subject,  that  Asahel  Buck  was  an  original  proprietor,  and 
one  to  whom  the  original  grant  was  given. 

And  it  also  appears  that  his  death  hap'ned  prior  to  the  allot- 
ment of  the  said  town,  and  that  frorn  some  cause  unknown  at 
present  the  rights  of  the  said  Buck  were  not  assigned  to  his 
heirs  in  the  allotment  of  said  town,  nor  any  time  thereafter. 
This  claim  was  adjudged  not  be  within  the  purview  of  the  law. 

Elisha  Satterlee,  for  and  in  behalf  of  his  brother  Daniel  Sat- 
terlee  (who  is    absent).  apt>lied  for   lot  N".  9,  in  the  3'*  division  ' 
of  lots,  Avithin  the  l)ound-iof  the  township  of  old  Ulster,  which 
Jot  he  derived  by  title  from  Thomas  M^'Cluer.  who  was  an  ori- 
ginal proprietor  in  said  town  ;  claim  admitted. 
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Scit  unlay,  June  30"'. 

Lodowick  CTi-een  applied  for  lot  N".  9.  and  part  of  lot  N".  10, 
in  the  3'^  division  of  lot.s  within  the  bound.s  of  the  township  of 
old  Ulster:  said  lots  were  drawn  and  laid  out  as  publick  lots, 
and  conveyed  l)y  ordei'  of  the  town  to  the  said  Green  by  a  town 
committee,  appointed  for  that  and  other  pnrjioses.  The  above 
mentioned  lots  are  included  in  the  application  of  John  Frank- 
lin, in  behalf  of  the  town,  made  the  2S"'  instant,  but  by  a  vote 
of  the  town  since,  was  this  thiy  conveyed  to  the  said  Green, 
and  his  claim  admittetl. 

The  remaining  part  of  lot  Is".  K),  not  included  in  the  above 
application  of  the  said  Green,  was  also  included  in  the  appli- 
cation of  John  Franklin,  in  behalf  of  the  town,  but  in  like 
manner  as  the  al)Ove,  was  assigned  and  conveyed  to  Isaac  Mor- 
ley  which  compleats  the  chain  of  title  to  Morley  in  his  applica- 
tion of  June  25^''. 

See  Ante,  Page  H). 

The  claim  of  Elisha  Satterlee  in  his  application  of  June  35'*' 
for  lots  N".  8.  12  &  20  was  objected  to  by  Henry  Wells,  on  tlie 
ground  of  his  being  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  premises, 
under  a  Pennsylvania  title,  and  therefore,  according  tothe?"' 
section  of  the  act  under  which  the  Commiss"^'  are  now  acting, 
tlie  claim  of  the  said  Satterlee  to  the  above  lots  could  not  be 
recognized  by  them. 


Monday,  July  2*^. 

Anna  Margaret  Spalding  (late  Anna  Margaret  Snell),  applied 
for  lot  N".  18,  in  the  3^  division  of  lots,  within  the  bounds  of 
the  township  of  old  T'lster,  laid  out  on  the  original  right  of 
Oliver  Bigelow,  and  also  the  4"'  division  lot,  attached  to  the 
same  right,  which  lay  north  and  adjoining  N".  18;  said  lots 
were  conveyed  by  said  Bigelow  to  Noah  Murray,  and  by  the 
said  Murray  to  the  said  Anna  Margaret  by  deed  bearing  dale 
the  lO""  day  of  February,  1793.  The  said  Anna  also  produced  a 
deed  from  Abraham  Mineei-,  conveying  the  right  of  possession 
to  the  above  mentioned  l<jt  N".  18,  which  deed  bears  date  Feb'" 
20'",  1793. 

As  the  abovf  ap])lication  interfered  with  the  application  of 
Abraham  Snell,  made  the  14"'  June,  and  the  parties  being  pre- 
sent, the  Commiss'"  enter  into  an  invesiigation  of  the  matter, 
by  which  it  appeared  that  the  abovt^  mnntioned  grants  Avere 
made  to    the  said  Margeret,  as  the  Widow  of  Jacob  Snell,  de- 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS.  580 

eeasd,  and  that  the  consideratiou  money  ])ai(l  for  the  same 
was  paid  out  of  the  personal  pi-operty  of  tlie  said  Jacob,  de- 
ceas\i,  and  tlie  purchase  was  made  for  the  benefit  of  theheiis. 

The  said  Margaret  however,  contended  for  tlie  right  of  dower 
as  the  widow  of  the  said  Jacob  SnelJ.  but  on  investigation  it 
appeared  she  had  released  her  right  of  dower  to  Henry  Snell, 
her  son,  on  that  part  of  the  premise  assigned  to  Henry  as  his 
proportion  of  the  estate,  by  a  written  agreement  bearing  date 
G"'  March,  1782,  and  that  the  said  Henry  had  conveyed  a  part 
of  the  same  lots  to  Daniel  Snell.  who  conveyed  the  same  to 
Abraham  Snell,  who's  claim  is  entered  as  l)efore  stated  :  and 
it  also  appeared  from  the  deposition  of  Noah  Murray,  Ksq^, 
that  he,  the  said  Murray,  was  one  of  the  inquest  appointed  by 
the  Orphans'  Court  to  make  partition  of  the  same  :  that  on  ex- 
amination it  was  found  the  farm  could  not  be  divided  among 
the  heirs  without  spoiling  it. 

That  in  consequence  of  which  the  farm  was  valtted  and  ad- 
judged to  George  and  Henry  Snell,  the  tAvo  eldest  sons.  It 
also  appears  that  the  s;tid  Greorge  conveyed  his  share  to  Henry, 
who  conveyed  to  liis  brothers  John  »S:  Daniel,  who  sold  to 
Abraham  a  certain  part  of  said  lots,  with  the  condition  of  their 
paying  their  mother  her  dower,  which  amottnted  to  twenty- 
one  pounds  per  annum.  And  it  further  appeared  that  an 
agreement  was  made  between  tne  said  Anna.  Margaret,  and  the 
said  Abraham  and  John,  that  the  said  Anna  took  a  certain 
number  of  acres  in  fall  satisfaction  of  her  dower,  and  that  she 
afterwards  coinpiomised  with  the  Pennsylvania  claimant, 
and  relinquished  a  part  of  said  land  in  consideration  of  a  7-e- 
conveyance  of  the  Pennsylvania  claim  to  three  acres  or  there- 
abouts. Whereby  it  appeared  and  Avas  adjitdged  that  the  Con- 
necticutt  title  is  now  vested  in  Abraham  and  Henry  Snell  as 
by  their  application  claimed  except  that  part  which  is  in  the 
occupancy  of  John  Snell  and  Anna  Margaret  Spalding,  not 
heretofore  applied  for. 


Tuesday,  July  ye  3*^. 
See  Ante,  Page  10. 

The  commissioners  entered  into  an  investigation  of  the  claim 
of  Erastus  Loomis,  who  appeared  before  them  to  vindicate  the 
same,  and  by  the  deposition  of  Daniel  iMineer  it  appeared  that 
Uriah  Stevens  and  Solomon  Bennet  were  in  the  possession  of 
the  land  claimed  by  the  said  Loomis  prior  to  the  vear  178o. 
That  the  said  Stevens  and  Bennet  lived  on  the  premises  about 
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six  years  from  the  time  above  mentioned,  and  then  sold  the 
sanie  to  Samuel  Swift,  who  lived  thereon  untill  the  year  1792. 
at  which  time  it  api^ears  the  said  Swift  conveyed  the  same  to 
Wright  Loomis.  the  father  of  the  said  Erastus,  who  has  been 
in  possession  of  tlie  ])remises  from  that  time  to  this:  it  also  ap- 
pears, by  a  deed  from  the  said  Wright  Loomis,  that  the  right 
of  possession,  and  the  (Jonnecticutt  title  to  a  part  of  it.  is  now 
vested  in  the  said  Erastus  Jjoomis,  for  whom  the  matter  is  now 
under  consideration. 

This  case  V)eing  continued  open,  in  conseqtience  Of  the  claim 
of  Abel  Yerrington  to  the  same  tract  of  land,  made  IS^*"  day  of 
Atigs',  1810,  by  Rozewell  Wells  his  Atf. .  tinder  the  Connecticutt 
title,  who  produced  a.  certificate  dated  P'day  Octb%  178o,  signed 
by  John  Franklin,  Com.,  certifying  that  said  Yerrington  M-as 
admitted  a  half  share  proprietor  in  the  Susquehanna  purchase, 
and  also  a  certificate  from  John  Jenkins,  certifying  that  Abel 
Yerrington  was  admitted  a  proprietor  in  the  township  of 
Athens,  on  lots  N°.  3G,  37  &  7,  Certificate  dated  the  10'"  day 
October,  1787.  N".  7  is  the  lot  claimed  by  said  Yerrington. 
Fifty-seven  acres  &  fifty-nine  perches  of  the  above  claim  ad- 
judged to  Abel  Yerrington. 


Wednesday,  July  ye  4'\ 

John  Shepard  apjilied  for  lot  N".  33,  in  the  first  division  of 
lots  within  the  bounds  of  the  old  township  of  Ulster;  sai(i  lot 
in  the  draft  of  the  town  drew  in  the  name  of  Benjamin  Allen 
and  by  him  conveyed  to  the  present  applicant,  by  deed  hear- 
ing date  May  2',  1792.  This  lot  is  included  in  the  application  of 
David  Alexander,  of  the  18'"  of  June  last,  but  is  now  excepted 
in  the  said  Alexander's  application  and  established  to  the  pre- 
sent applicant. 

Surveyed  (5  .Tuly. 

.lohn  Snell  applied  for  that  part  of  the  Bigelow  lot  N".  18 
which  was  assigned  to  him  as  his  share  of  the  estate  of  Jacob 
Snell,  deceas'd.  as  one  of  th«  heirs  of  the  said  Jacob.  In  sup- 
port of  the  above  application  Henry  Snell  certifies  that  the 
claim  of  the  said  John  is  just  and  right  and  stands  on  arrange- 
ment and  partition  (as  he  understood)  which  was  made  be- 
tween the  said  John  and  Daniel  Snell,  whereby  the  said  Daniel 
did  assign  and  transfer  the  same  to  him,  the  said  John,  as  his 
share  of  the  said  estate.  Said  John  also  produces  a  certificate 
from  his  Mother.  Anna  IMargaret  Spalding,  certifying  her  con- 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS.  r,!»] 

sent  that  her  moiety  should  be  included  in  tlie  applicaiion  of 
the  said  John,  her  son,  and  certified  to  liim,  included  with  his 
own.     This  claim  admitted;  both  included. 


.      Thursday,  July  y^  5'". 

The  Commissioners  haveing  this  day  compleated  the  survey- 
ing, classing  and  valuing  all  the  lands  api)lie(l  for  by  the  Coi'j- 
necticutt  claimants  in  the  township  of  Ulster,  in  Lycoming 
county,  which  come  within  the  provisions  of  the  laAv,  deferred 
Issuing  Certificates  to  the  settlers  in  consequence  of  their  not 
haveing  procured  the  original  grant. 

The  Committee  on  the  part  of  the  claimants,  in  Ul.'^ter  town- 
ship, liaveing  failed  in  their  endeavours  to  procure  the  original 
grant,  the  Commissioners  in  consequence  thereof  agreed  to 
take  the  next  best  evidence  the  nature  of  the  case  would  admit 
of,  (viz):  The  testimony  of  the  oldest  and  most  respectable 
characters  living  nigh  the  place,  possessing  a  correct  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts. 

The  following  depositions  go  to  establish  fully  and  satisfactory 
those  facts : 

Oba<Hah  Gore,  of  Sheshequin,  on  oath  saith  :  I  Avas  one  of  the 
Committee  of  grants  for  granting  land  under  the  Connecticutt 
Susquehanna  Company.  That  about  the  year  One  thousand 
Seven  hundred  and  seventy-four  or  five,  Asahel  Buck  applied  for 
and  obtained  a  grant  of  a  township  called  Ulster,  and  according 
to  the  best  of  my  recollection  it  was  bounded  as  follows,  (viz) : 
Beginning  on  the  west  side  of  the  Susquehanna  river,  two 
miles  below  the  junction  of  the  Tioga  with  the  main  branch, 
and  extending  west  five  miles,  thence  north  five  miles,  thence 
east  five  miles  to  the  main  river,  thence  down  the  river  to  the 
place  of  beginning;  the  above  mentioned  grant  was  in  the 
hands  of  Thomas  Cooper,  Esq^ ,  when  a  Commissioner,  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  compromising  law  ;  he  had  it  at  my  liouse. 

Further  saith  not. 

Obadiah  (tORK. 

[seal] 

Lycoming  County,  .ss.  Augu'Gth,  1810.  Personally  appeared 
before  me  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace  for 
said  county.  Obadiah  Gore,  who  on  oath  declares  the  above 
statement  by  him  made  is  the  truth;  sworn  and  subscribed 
before  me. 

Joseph  KI^-^-EY. 

[seal] 
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Lvcomini^  County,  :-s.  Pensoually  appeared  Lockwood  Smith, 
who  on  oath  declared  that  the  l)oundaiies  of  Old  Ulster  (as  it 
is  called),  were  in  tlie  ori<^inal  grant  thereof  as  is  described  in 
the  deposition  sitrned  and  sworn  to  by  Obadiah  (-rore,  Esq''. 

LocKwooD  Smith. 

Sworn  and  sn'oscrilxMl  Ix'foi-p  me,   witness  my  hand  and  seal 

Aug  Gth,  isid. 

Joseph  Kixxky, 

Justive  Peace. 

These  certify  that  the  township  of  Ulster  (commonly  called 
old  Ulster)  as  granted  by  the  committee  to  Asahel  Buck  and 
ot  hers,  in  the  year  177.1.  wuis  bounded  east  on  the  Susquehanna 
river,  and  lo  my  l)est  recollection  and  belief  extended  two 
miles  south  and  three  miles  north  of  the  Junction  of  the  Tioga 
river  with  the  Susquehanna,  including  Tioga  point  and  extend- 
ing west  from  the  Susquehanna  five  miles. 

That  tlie  grant  of  said  township  was  lodged  with  me,  as  clerk 
of  the  Susquehanna  company,  about  the  year  17«5  or  G,  after  a 
new  grant  hnd  been  issued  :  that  it  Avas  in  my  care  untill  the 
Commissioners  appointed  under  the  comprontising  laAv  were  as- 
certaining the  claims  of  the  setlers  in  the  townsliip  of  Claver- 
ack,  when  Thomas  Cooper,  Esq'.,  call'd  on  me  for  the  grant  by 
a  written  request  from  Obadiah  Gore,  Esq^ ,  as  it  was  then  con- 
templated to  have  the  townshi])  of  Ulster  embraced  under  the 
compromising  law.  That  I  delivered  the  said  old  grant  to  the 
said  Thomas  Cooper,  Esq^.  and  it  has  not  been  since  returned, 
and  the  said  grant  has  never  been  recorded  in  any  of  the  books 
in  my  care  or  in  any  other  to  my  knowledge. 

Certified  at  Athens,  Aug'  G'\  1810. 

John  Franklin. 

[SEAL.] 

Lycoming  County,  ss.     Aug'.  Gth,  1810. 

Personally  appeared  before  nle,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 
peace  for  the  county  aforesaid,  the  above-named  John  Frank- 
lin, and  made  oath  to  tlie  truth  of  the  foregoing  certificate. 

Witness  my  hand  &  seal. 

John  Saltmarsh. 

The  foregoing  depositions  of  Obadiah  Gore,  Esq^ ,  Co'.  John 
Franklin  &  Lockwood  Smith,  goeing  fully  to  establish  the 
bounds  of  old  Ulster  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners, 
they  proceeded  on  tlie  Eleventh  day  of  Aug'.,  A.  I).  1810.  to 
issue  certificates  to  all  the  claimants  who  had  established  their 
titles. 
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The  Pennsylvania  claimants  to  land  in  the  township  of  Ulster 
as  originally  granted  under  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
Susquelianna  Company,  not  haveing  submitted  their  titles  and 
drafts  of  survey,  duly  authenticated  to  the  commissioners 
(either  before  or  after  the  same  had  been  certified  to  the  Con- 
necticutt  claimants)  for  the  purpose  of  haveing  their  said  lands 
resurveyed,  classed,  valued  and  certified  as  the  law  directs. 
The  Commissioners  being  unanimouslv  of  opinion  that  tlie  law- 
left  it  altogether  optional  with  the  l-ennsylvania  claimants  to 
comply  with  its  provisions  or  nor  in  the  first  instance,  which 
election  they  liave  made.  The  Commissioners  therefore  could 
not  put  tlie  law  in  execution  as  it  respected  them. 


Thursday,  July  y'^  12'h. 

Matthew  Roberts  &  George  Harrison,  as  two  of  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  to  execute  an  act  of  the  assembly  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  -an  act  for  tlie  purpose 
of  adjusting  the  claim  to  lands  in  Bedford  and  Ulster  town- 
ships, in  Luzerne  and  Lycoming  counties,  passed  the  19'"  day 
of  March,  1810."  Haveing  compleated  the  duties  thereby  en- 
joined on  them  in  the  township  of  Ulster,  on  the  6'Mnstant 
proceeded,  together  with  their  surveyor,  William  Wilson  from 
the  town  of  Athens  on  the  7'"  instant,  and  arrived  in  Wilke^;- 
barre,  July  9th,  1810. 

This  day  Cap'.  Daniel  Hoyt,  Nehemiah  Ide  and   Noah  Wad- 
hams,    Esq".,    a   committee   appointed    by  the    Connecticutt 
claimants  m  the  township  of  Bedford,  appeared  before  them 
and  represented  that  the  original  grant  of  said  township  could 
not  be  found  ;  said  grant  included  a  tract  of  countrv  five  milee 
square.     But    the    committee  for  laying  out    said' township 
together  with  the  surveyor,  on  examining  the  situation  of  the 
country,  deviated    from  the  boundaries  descriVjed  in  the  old 
grant,  and  surveyed  and  laid  out  a  township  as  follows    (viz)  ■ 
Begining  at  the  N.  W.  corner  of  Plymouth,  thence  running  n' 
••.6°  20'  E.  four  hundred  perches  to  a  pitch  pine  sapling,  with  a 
heap  of  stones,  being  the  N.  E.  corner  of  Bedford,  thence  runn- 
ing K  33=  40'  W.  three  miles  to  a  stake  and  stones,  it  being  the 
A.   W.  corner  of  the  .said    Bedford,  thence  S.  50°  "OMV    eight 
miles  and  one  hundred  and  seven  perches  to  a  stake  and  stones 
it  being  the  S.  W.  corner  of  the  said  Bedford,  thence  S.  33°  40' 
E.  three  miles  to  a  stake  and  stones,  it  being  the  S    E    corner 
of  said    Bedford,  thence  N.  oU°  20'  E.  seven  miles  and  twenty- 
seven  perches  to  the  first  place  of  begining,  containing  sixteen 
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thousand  and  two  acres.  This  survey  taken  from  the  minutes 
of  the  survey  made  by  Douglass  Davidson  in  1774,  reC.  to  record 
January,  1795,  reconied  by  Jolin  Franlvlin,  clerk. 

The  above  and  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  record  taken  by 
Joseph  Kingsbury,  Clerk  to  the  Commissioners,  July  4th,  181U. 

It  became  necessary  that  evidence  siiould  be  produced  to 
shew  that  the  Com"^  of  the  Susquehanna  Company  had  ap- 
proved of  the  alteration  so  as  aforesaid  made  in  the  laying  out 
and  allotting  said  township.  The  deposition  of  Ephraim  M-Coy, 
who  was  one  of  the  committee,  together  with  J«irennah  Cole- 
man and  David  Marvin,  for  laying  out  the  township  of  Bedford 
in  the  year  1774,  was  introduced  by  said  Com'',  which  went  to 
prove  that  the  original  grant  of  Bedford  of  live  miles  square 
did  not  take  in  a  sufficient  quantity  of  good  land,  it  running 
upon  the  mountains  and  that  it  w-as  agreed  by  the  com'".,  of 
which  he  was  one,  to  run  the  said  township  of  Bedford  eight 
miles  and  a  half  in  length  and  three  miles  in  breadth,  so  as  to 
include  more  good  land,  and  the  survey  so  made  was  returned 
to  the  committee  of  the  Susquehanna  vjompany,  and  tlie  same 
was  approved  by  them. 

Upon  farther  investigation  it  appeared  that  in  consequence 
of  the  defeat  of  the  inhabitants  of  Wyoming  by  the  Indians  in 
1787,  the  few  persons  that  were  settleil  in  the  Township  of 
Bedford  were  driven  from  their  habitations,  and  the  settli-- 
ment  of  said  Township  was  thereby  prevented  for  several  years 
thereafter.  The  Committee  of  the  Susquehaona  Comjjany 
had  made  several  arrangements  among  the  lioldersof  rights  in 
said  Township,  between  that  time  and  the  year  1795,  about 
which  time  a  number  of  persons  became  actual  settlers  on  their 
lots  in  said  Townshij),  under  the  Connecticut  title.  A  Certi- 
fied Copy  of  a  draught  and  allotment  of  said  Township,  taken 
from  the  records  of  the  Company,  was  produced  to  the  Com- 
missioners, and  relied  on  by  the  present  claimants,  wlierel)y 
to  establish  their  titles,  but  it  did  not  appear  by  the  said  doc- 
uments, or  any  evidence  then  before  the  Commissioners,  that 
that  allotment  had  been  made  prior  to  the  28'"  day  of  Afarch, 
1787,  nor  did  it  appear  that  the  present  claimants  had  derived 
their  titles  from  the  original  proprietors  under  the  allotment 
of  1774  ;  Wherettpon,  The  Commiasioners  ordered  that  each  and 
every  Connecticut  claimant  must  prove  satisfactorily  to  them, 
that  they  were  actually  settlers  in  the  said  Township  of  Bed- 
ford, or  some  one  of  the  17  Townships,  prior  to  the  28"'  of  March, 
1787,  or  that  they  had  derived  or  acquired  right  and  titles  by 
or  from  an  actual  settler,  either  by  devise,  inheritance  or 
transfer.  The  deposition  of  Col.  John  Franklin  was  after- 
wards produced  containing  a  statement  of  the  Original  proprie- 
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tors  and  present  claimants,  which  satisfactorily  established  the 
titles  of  all  the  claimants,  to  whom  certificates  was  afterwards 
issued. 


Monday,  July  16'^  1810. 

John  Peirce  was  appointed  clerk  to  the  Commissioners,  to 
whom  the  oath  of  office  was  administered  by  George  Harrison, 
one  of  the  Commissioners,  as  the  law  prescribes. 

Eden  Ruggles  &  Amos  Baldwin  were  appointed  and  sworn 
faithfully  and  diligently  to  perfoi-m  the  duties  of  chain  carriers 
ic-  William  Hunt  was  appointed  and  sworn  faithfully  and  dili- 
gently to  perform  the  duties  of  marker. 

The  Surveyor  Commenced  running  the  boundary  lines  of 
the  township  of  Bedford,  agreeably  to  draught  of  survey  and 
allotment  made  in  the  year  1774. 

The  following  persons,  proprietors  of  the  township  of  Bed- 
ford, availing  themselves  of  the  act  of  Assembly  of  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania  of  the  lO""  of  March,  1810,  (viz):  "An  act  for 
the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  claims  to  land  in  the  townships 
of  Bedford  and  Ulster,  in  Luzerne  and  Lycoming  counties." 
have  presented  their  respective  claims  at  the  time  prefixed  to 
their  names  as  Connecticutt  claimants. 

To  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Grovernor  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  said  act  into  effect.  [Names  seem  to  be 
omitted.] 

John  Hunnwell  &  John  'Hunnwell,  Ju^,  Applied  for  lot  N°. 
4,  drawn  in  the  name  of  Amariah  Watson,  and  transferred  to 
the  present  applicants  by  deed  bearing  date  May  1'',  1807.  Con- 
sideration, $200. 

Beniamin  Perry  Applied  for  lot  N".  22,  entered  on  the  original 
right  of  Eleazar  Carey,  and  conveyed  to  Perry  by  the  heirs  of 
Carey  as  p^  memorandum  on  the  Susquehanna  Companies 
Record. 

Ard  &  Daniel  Hoyt  Applied  for  part  of  lots  N".  1  «fc  2 ;  lot  N". 
1  drawn  in  the  name  of  Jeremiah  Coleman  and  transfered  to 
John  Leonard  21^'  April,  179G,  and  by  the  said  John  Leonard 
transfered  to  the  present  applicants  26"^  October,  1807. 

Lot  N".  2  drawn  by  Ephraim  McCoy  and  transfered  to  John 
Leonard  3' Sept'. ,  1796,  and  by  the  said  John  Leonard  tran.-^- 
fered  to  the  present  applicants  2G"'  Octob".  1807.  Considera- 
tion, ^AlO. 

Joshua  6z  Benajah  Fuller  Applied  for  lot  N".   9,  drawn  in  the 
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name  of  Elias  Allen,  and  by  him  transfered  to  the  present  ap- 
plicants, ^8"  Octolr,  1790.      (Jousideration,  ^40U. 

And  also  for  lot  iS".  b,  drew  in  the  name  of  Daniel  Hoyt,  and 
by  him  transfered  to  the  present  applicants  ao"'  March,  IT'JT. 
Consideration,  *40U. 

Ephraim  McCoy  Applied  for  the  one-fouith  i)art  of  lot  N".  '2  ; 
said  M'Coy  has  transfei'etl  the  one-half  of  said  lot  to  John  Jjeon- 
ard,  and  the  one-fourth  part  to  Elias  ic  Ebenezer  Allen,  the  re- 
maining fourtli  part  he  claims  as  an  orij^inal  proprietor. 

Jude  Baldwin  Applied  for  two-third  parts  of  lot  N°.  7,  drew 
in  the  name  of  Samuel  Marvin,  and  the  whole  lot  transfered  by 
him  to  Jared  Baldwin  11'"  Nov'.,  1790,  and  by  the  said  Jared 
Baldwin  was  transfered  to  the  presem  api)licant  14''^  Decem'", 
1801,  in  consideration  of  natural  affections. 

Jared  Baldwin  Apiilied  for  lot  N".  47,  drew  in  the  name  of 
William  Cxallup  the  Elder,  and  Vjy  hini  transfered  to  the  pre- 
sent applicant  2'Z'-  Jan'-',  179o.      Consideration,  ^100. 

Phillip  Abbot  Applied  for  lot  N°.  17,  as  an  Original  proprietor 
in  said  town. 

Mess".  Roswell  Wells,  Noah  Wadhams,  Daniel  Hoyt,  Nehe- 
niiah  Ide  &  Almond  Church,  Trustees  for  the  town  of  Bedford, 
Applied  for  lots  N".  27  i:  ^2,  being  the  school  and  parsonage 
lots,  the  same  being  appropriated  and  allotted  by  the  commit, 
tee  of  the  Susquehanna  Company  for  the  benefit  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  said  town,  and  to  be  certified  To  the  trustees  above- 
named  and  their  successors  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  in- 
habitants thereof. 


Tuesday,  July  17"^. 

Tibbals  Baldwin  Applied  for  the  one-third  part  of  lot  'N".  7, 
drew  in  the  name  of  Samuel  Marvin,  by  him  transfered  to  Jared 
Baldwin  11"'  Nov^,  179G,  who  transfers  into  his  son,  TibV)als 
Baldwin,  14  Decem''%  1801,in  consideration  of  natural  .allections. 

Nehemiah  Ide  Applied  for  two-ninth  parts  of  lot  N°.  4G  by 
title  derived  from  Douglass  Davidson,  an  orig-inal  proprietor, 
who  by  deed  dated  In'^  day  Nov%  1798,  transfers  two  undivided 
third  parts  of  said  lot  to  Daniel  Davidson,  his  son,  Abigal 
Davidson,  his  former  wife,  Abigal  Davidson  &  Elizabeth  David- 
son, his  daughters  ;  the  one-lialf  to  his  son  Daniel  and  the 
other  half  to  his  former  wife  and  twf>  daughters,  and  the 
said  Abigal,  the  wife  and  Elizabeth,  the  daughter,  who  had  in- 
termarried with  Eden  Wildinan,  by  deed  dated  Feb'''  P'.  ISOo, 
conveyed  all  their  right,  amounting  to  two-ninths  of  the  whole 
lot,  to  the  ])resent  applicant.      Consideration,  $60. 
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Vide,  Ide  s  application,  page  43. 

Nehemiah  Ide  Also  applied  lor  the  one-third  part  of  lot  N".  45, 
drew  in  the  name  of  "Walker  Lewis,  wno  by  deei]  dated  21"  Nov^., 
1795,  conveyed  the  onehah'  of  the  lot  to  Lemuel  Wakely,  and 
the  said  Wakely  by  deed  IG"'  December,  1800,  transferee!  the 
said  one-half  of  the  M-hole  lot  to  Nehemiah  Ide,  Amos  Brown 
and  Daniel  Churchill  and  the  said  CJhurchill  by  his  deed  of  the 
ll""  Feb'.  1801,  transfered  his  share  to  the  said  Ide  whereby  he 
became  vested  of  the  one-third  of  the  whole  lot.  One  hundred 
and  seventy-five  acres  Soj%  Ps.  on  the  west  end  of  the  lot  ad- 
judged to  Nehemiah  Ide  175  As.  35x^0  Ps.,  and  Amos  Brown. 
Nehemiah  Ide  also  applied  in  behalf  of  Amos  Brown  for  the 
following  land,  (viz) :  the  one-ninth  part  of  lot  N^  40.  Douglass 
Davidson,  the  original  conveyed  to  him  by  Abigal  Davidson, 
daughter  of  Douglass,  lO""  Jan.,  180(J.  Consideration,  it^oO  and 
the  one-sixth  part  of  lot  N».  45,  Avliich  he  purchased  of  Lemuel 
Wakely,  as  is  seen  above. 

Vide  Ide's  application.  Page  42. 

Nehemiah  Ide  A-lso  aipplied,  in  behalf  of  Daniel  Davidson,  for 
one-third  part  of  lot  N°.  46,  with  the  exception  of  forty  acres  he 
sold  to  Isaac  Gould,  and  aso  for  one  other  third  part  in  vJght 
of  his  father  Dougla.ss  Davidson.  The  right  of  Douglass  David- 
son was  adjuged  to  Daniel  Davidson. 

Daniel  Hoyt,  In  behalf  of  Wakler  Lewis,  Applied  for  the  one- 
half  of  lot  N°.  45,  drew  in  the  name  of  said  "Walker  Lewis,  an  ori- 
ginal proprietor  in  the  township  of  Bedford,  he  having  trans- 
fered the  one-half  to  Lem'  Wakely,  is  only  entitled  to  the  one- 
half  as  above  applied  for  ;  vide  page  43. 

Daniel  Ayres,  In  behalf  of  himself  and  the  other  heirs  of  Wil- 
liam Ayres,  Applied  for  the  one-half  of  lot  N".  53,  drew  by  the 
said  William  Ayres  and  Abraham  Nesbit,  joint  proprietors  in 
said  lot. 

Vide  Nesbit,  Page  45,  for  the  other  half. 

And  also  l)y  Benjamin  Perry,  Att^  in  fact  for  said  Ayres,  the 
one-half  of  lot  N".  12  ;  there  are  no  conveyances,  but  by  the  in- 
formation of  the  Nesbits  one-half  Ijeiongs  to  Daniel  Ayres. 

Vide  Daniel  Ayres  above. 

Abraham  Nesbit  Applied  for  the  one-half  of  lot  N^  53,  being 
the  other  half  of  said  lot  apiilied  for  l)y  Daniel  Ayres  as  above, 
and  is  claimed  by  said  Nesbit  as  original  ]noprietor. 

.Tames  NesVjit  Applied  for  the  one-half  of  lot  N".  12,  being  the 
original  right  of  James  Nesbit,  deceas'd,  and  father  to  the  pre- 
sent applicant  ;  and  Abraham  Nesbit.  brother  to  the  said  James, 
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extinguishes  thr  riglu  of  all  tlie  other  heirs  and  transfers  tlie 
Avliole  of  the  lialf  lot  to  the  ])resent  applicant  in  presence  of  the 
Commissioners. 

Charles  Barney  Applied  for  Seven- Eighteen  parts  of  lot  iS'^'. 
14,  which  was  drew  by  David  Marvin,  who  died  intestate,  leav- 
ing- nine  children,  and  it  appears  that  Samuel  Marvin,  one  of 
tlie  heirs,  had  purchased  tlie  right  of  six  of  the  lieirs,  his  in- 
cluded made  seven,  which  he  sold  to  Charles  Barney  and  Henry 
Row  by  deed  of  the  1"  of  Jan^  ,  ISOO.  so  that  the  said  (Charles 
and  Henry  held  seven-ninthh  oX  said  lot,  makeing  seven-Eigh- 
teenths  to  each. 

Anderson  Dana  Ai)plied  for  lot  >'".  21,  l>eing  the  original  right 
of  Jacob  Dana,  liis  Gfrandfather,  wliich  was  held  by  Anderson 
Dana,  Fatlier  to  the  present  applicant,  by  a  power  from  Jacob 
liis  father. 

Vide  Nehemiah  Ide's  Application.      Page  43. 

Isaac  Gould  applied  for  forty  acres  of  land  in  lot  N".  40,  con- 
veyed by  Douglass  Davidson  to  Daniel  Davidson,  and  from 
Daniel  to  the  present  applicant,  by  deed  1  '  Ai)ril,  1800. 

Anderson  Dana,  By  i'ovver  of  att'  for  and  in  behalf  of  Heze- 
kiah  Parsons  and  Eunice  his  wife,  sole  heir  of  Stephen  Whiting, 
an  original  proprietor.  Applied  for  lot  N".  Itl. 

Klam  Spencer  Applied  for  parts  of  lot  N".  1  &  2,  37  acres  in 
the  N.  W.  corner  of  lot  N".  1,  conveyed  to  the  present  ai)plicant 
by  Jeremiah  Coleman  &  Sarah  his  wife,  17''  Jan^ ,  1800;  and  40 
acres  in  the  N.  W.  corner  of  lot  ]N'".  2,  conveyed  by  Addison 
Carver  9'^  Nov^,  1804:  this  40  acres  M^  M"^Coy  states  John 
Ijj-  )nard  sold  Ebenezer  Roberts  and  Roberts  sold  Carver. 

Daniel  Spencer  Applied  for  parts  of  lots  IS".  1  «t  '.J  as  follows, 
(viz) :  One-fourth  part  of  lot  N°.  3,  conveyed  to  him  by  Elias  .S: 
Ebenezer  Allen  ;  no  deed  appears  from  M^  M'Coy  the  original 
to  the  Aliens.  M'.  M'^Coy  states  that  he  sold  the  above  one- 
fourth  to  the  Aliens. 

And  60  acres  in  lot  ^N".  1  &  2,  in  the  S.  W,  corner  of  lot  N°.  1, 
and  extending  ten  perches  into  lot  N".  2 :  this  last  (30  acres,  by 
the  statement  of  M^  M'^Coy,  is  from  Leonard  to  Ebenezer 
Roberts,  &  from  Roberts  to  the  present  applicant,  by  deed  16th 
Aug",  1805. 

Zebulon  Bhtler  Applied  for  lot  ]S".  ]8,drew  liy  Jacob  Johnson, 
deceasd ;  the  title  became  vested  in  said  Butler  in  right  of  his 
mother,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Johnson,  jointly  with 
('hristiana  C  Jolinson,  who  was  also  a  daughter  of  the  said 
Jacob,  who  has  since  intermarried  with  William  Russel. 

And  he  also  applied  for  lots  ZS^*.  34  &  35,  for  the  heirs  of  Zebu- 
Ion  Butler,  deceased    who  was  an  original  proprietor. 


.    JOURNAL  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS.  599 

And  also  tor  lot  N".  11.  drew  by  Solomon  Johson,  deceas'd; 
said  Butler  the  Executor  applies  for  the  heirs. 

Peter  Yarrington  applied  for  lot  N".  28,  drew  in  the  name  of 
Abel  Yarrington,  for  whom  this  application  is  made. 

Vide  David  Scott,  Page  01  for  the  Remainder. 

Noah  Wadhams,  For  and  in  behalf  of  Thomas  Case,  applied 
for  TjO  acres  in  lot  N°.  :W,  drew  by  Daniel  Avers.  The  said 
Daniel  Avers  conveys  the  whole  to  Ebenezer  Holly  5"'  Dec^  , 
1807. 

Holly  s  deed  to  Case  is  dated  20''>  May,  1797;  this  appears  in- 
correct, as  Holly  deeds  to  Case  ten  years  before  he  had  his  deed 
from  Avers.  For  an  explanation  Noah  Wadhams,  Esq'.,  De- 
I)oseth  he  had  in  his  possession  a  deed  from  Ayers  to  Holly  for 
the  whole  lot,  which  by  the  request  of  Samuel  Holly  was  given 
up  to  Ayers.  in  consequence  of  which  Ayers  gave  a  new  deed  to 
Ebenezer  Holly,  dated  5'h  Nov^  ,  1807.  The  deponent  cannot  as- 
certain the  date  of  the  old  deed,  but  has  no  doubt  it  was  ante- 
cedent to  the  year  1797,  and  that  Ayers  destroyed  the  old  deed. 


Wednesday,  July  18th. 

Noah  Wadhams,  Executor  to  the  estate  of  Noah  Wadhams, 
deceas'd,  Applied  for  the  heirs  of  the  deceas'd  for  lot  N".  26, 
drew  in  the  name  of  the  said  Noah  Wadham's,  deceas'd. 

Noah  Wadhams  also  Applied  for  lot  N^  20,  drew  in  the  name 
of  Noah  Wadhams,  deceas'd.  and  transfered  by  him  to  the  pre- 
sent applicant,  17"'  Sept^  1795.  Almond  Church  Applied  for 
one-third  part  of  lot  N".  0,  drew  in  the  name  of  Samuel  Allen, 
who  transfers  two-thirds  of  said  lot  to  Richard  Loorais  and 
Almond  Church,  20'"  May,  1798.     Consideration.  $200. 

Said  Loomis,  the  22*  Feb^  ,  1806.  conveyed  his  share  to  Aaron 
Brown.  The  said  Brown,and  Church  make  an  exchange  of  3 
As.  20  Ps. ,  and  Church  conveys  14  As.  28j'v  Ps.  to  Jude  Baldwin, 
which  is  to  be  deducted  out  of  his  one-third.  Deed  from  AsaheJ 
Drake  to  Samuel  Allen,  18'"  Feb'.,  1795. 

Amos  &  Jude  Baldwin  Applied  jointly  for  lot  N".  10,  drew  by 
Stephen  Burrett,  who  transfej-ed  two-third  parts  thereof  to 
Amos  &  J  ude  Baldwin,  by  deed  23-^  Aug^'..  1790.  The  other  third 
part  the  said  Burrett  conveyed  to  Evan  Ruggles,  3'*  Aug".  1796, 
and  the  said  Ruggles  conveyed  to  the  ])resenT  applicants  all  his 
third  part,  12'"  Octoly,  1797,  so  that  the  whole  lot  became  vested 
in  the  said  Amos  &  Jude. 

Joshua  &  Benajah  Fuller  Jointlv  applied  for  lot  N°.  48,  drew 
in  the  name  of   Josiah  Ives,  who  conveys  the  one-half  of  said 
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lot  to  Eliakain  Andrews  by  deed,  as  appears  by  the  Deposition 
of  Cap'.  Daniel  Hoyt,  which  deed  is  missing.  Eliakam  Andrews 
and  Annice  Andrews,  his  wife,  by  their  deed  of  the  30"'  March, 
1797,  transfer  their  half  to  the  present  applicants.  The  other 
half  the  said  Ives  conveyed  to  Almond  Church  14'"  July,  1810, 
and  Church  to  the  said  Fullers  17'"  July,  1810,  so  that  the  whole 
lot  is  vest(Hl  in  them. 

(-Triffin  Lewis  Applied  for  Seventy-five  acres  in  the  S.  E.  cor- 
ner of  lot  N".  5,  drew  by  Stephen  Barrett,  and  by  him  con- 
veyed to  Joel  B.  Burrett,  oO'^Nov^,  17117,  and  by  Joel  B.  Burrett 
to  Seymour  Hunt,  8"' Octoly,  1798,  and  sold  l)y  the  Sheriff  of 
Luzerne  ("ountyasthe  property  of  Seymour  Hunt  to  Josiah  Ives, 
Ju^,  by  deed  28'"  Ariril,  1801,  and  by  Josiah  Ives,  Ju^.,  to  the 
present  applicant,  19'"  Dec^,  1807. 

William  Hunt  Applied  for  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  N.  E. 
corner  of  lot  N".  5,  north  of  Griffin  Lewis's  lot,  drew  by  Stephen 
Burrett,  and  by  him  conveyed  to  Joel  B.  Burrett,  and  by  Joel 
Burrett  to  the  present  applicant  by  deeds,  P'  June,  1798,  and 
30'"  Dec"'.,  1799,  containing  about  90  acres,  more  or  less;  refer- 
ence to  be  had  to  these  deeds. 

Vide    Almond  Church,  page  49. 

Abel  Wheeler  «fc  Sarah  Seely  Applied  for  one-third  part  of  lor 
N".  .6  on  the  N.  W.  line  of  said  lot,  bounded  on  the  centre  line, 
drew  in  the  name  of  Samuel  Allen,  and  transfered  to  the  pre- 
sent applicants  by  deed,  30'"  May,  1801. 


Thursday,  July  19. 

Vide  Church.     Page  49. 

Johua  Fuller  Applied  for  fourteen  acres  twenty  29  perches  of 
land  in  lot  N".  6,  conveyed  to  him  by  Almond  Church  the  1" 
day  of  May,  1806  ;  origin  of  title  to  be  seen  in  the  application  of 
Church 

Vide  Church.     Page  49. 

Aaron  Brown  Applied  for  the  one-third  part  of  lot  N".  6  ;  title 
derived  from  Samuel  Allen,  orieinal,  from  Allen  to  Richard 
Jjoomis,  and  Almon  Church,  from  Loomis  to  the  applicant, 
22''  Feb^.  180f5 

Brown  &  Church  exchange  3  As.  20  Ps. 

Peter  Gould  Applied  for  the  one-half  of  lot  N".  49,  drew  by 
Adolph  Heath,  and  by  him  transfered  to  the  present  appli- 
cant, 1"  day  Octob^  1800. 

Abraham  Vanloon  &  Jacob  Gould  Jointly  applied  for  lot  N". 
50.  drew  by  Ebenezer  Hibbard.  and  Stephen  Burrett  deposetli 
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that  Hibbard  sold  it  to  Doct'  William  T.  Gressy  and  rec<»  full 
compensation,  but  no  deed  to  be  found  ;  William  T.  Cressy 
transfered  it  to  the  present  applicant  the  O""  October,  1799. 

John  Hollenback  &  Matthias  Hollenback,  Ju'.,  Only  heirs  of 
John  Hollenback.  deceasd,  Applied  for  lot  N".  42,  drew  in  the 
name  of  Jolm  Hollenback,  deceas'd,  and  is  claimed  by  heirship. 

Eden  Ruggles  Applied  for  lot  N".  10,  as  original  proprietor  in 
the  town. 


Friday  20^'"  July. 

George  P.  Ransom  Applied  for  lot  N".  40,  dreAv  by  Nathaniel 
Cook,  and  transfered  by  him  to  the  applicant,  19"'  October, 
1799. 

David  Perkins  Applied  for  lot  N°.  13, drew  in  the  name  of  Isaac 
Underwood,  and  by  him  transfered  to  Grabriel  Beach,  as  ap- 
pears by  a  certificate  of  Benjamin  Newberry,  Recorder  of  deeds 
for  the  County  of  Luzerne,  and  by  said  Gabriel  Beach  to  the 
present  applicant,  27"'  May,  1795. 

Saturday,  July  21st. 
Vide  Griffin  Lewis  &  Wm.  Hunt  for  the  other  half,  page  51. 

Adam  Shaflfer  Applied  for  the  one-half  of  lot  N°.  5,  drew  by 
Stephen  Burrett.  who  conveys  to  Joel  B.  Burrett,  30  Nov^,  1797, 
and  Joel  B.  Burrett  to  the  present  applicant,  17""  Dec^,  1798. 

Monday,  July  28''. 
Vide  Charles  Barney,  page  4-~),  for  Henry  Row's  claim. 

Matthias  Vanloon  Applied  for  eight-eighteenth  parts  of  lot 
N°.  14  drew  in  the  name  of  David  Marvin.  Henry  Row  by  the 
deposition  of  Charles  Barney  conveyed  ijths  of  the  lot  to 
William  Rumsey,  and  William  Rumse\%  &  Hillar  his  wife,con- 
vey  the  /^  ths  to  the  present  applicant  IV^  April,  1809,  said  Van- 
loon introduces  the  deposition  of  Nathan  Rumsey,  which  proves 
that  James  Marvin  and  wife,  who  were  intitled  to  yVth,  sold 
William  Rumsey,  &  W"'.  Rumsey  to  the  present  applicant, 
which  vests  the  y^ths  in  Vanloon. 

William  Trucks  Applied  for  lot  N".  3,  drew  in  the  name  of 
Beniamin  Barney  ;  there  being  no  deed  of  transfer  from  the  ori- 
ginal proprietor  to  compleat  the  chain  of  title.  The  deposition 
of  Benjamin  Barney  was  introduced  which  shews  the  title  as 
follows,  (viz):  That  Benjamin  Barney  sold  the  lot  to  Theodore 
Henman,  who  sold  it  to  Daniel  Barney,  and  that  the  consid- 
eration on  both  Instances  was  paid,  and  Daniel  Barney  conveys 
to  the  present  applicant  by  deed,  8th  April,  18U1. 
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Tuesday.  25th  July.  . 

Joseph  Kingsbury  Was  appointed  Surveyor  in  the  place  of 
William  AVilson,  who  is  employed  in  drafting  the  township  of 
old  TJJster;  said  Kingsbury  was  sworn  faithfully  and  diligently 
to  perform  the  duties  of  surveyor  by  Cxeorge  Harrison,  one  of 
the  Commissioners,  and  proceeded  with  the  chain  men  and 
mai'ker  to  survey  the  i-emaining  part  of  Bedford  that  has  not 
been  surveyed  by  M'.  Wilson. 

Wednesday,  July  25th. 
Tlie  Surveyor  continued  surveying,  M".  Wilson  drafting,  and 
Commissioners  makeing  out  Certificates  for  Old  Ulster  town- 
ship. 

Thursday,  2f)th  July. 
Vide  Charles  Barney,  page  45. 

Ephraim  M^Coy  Applied  for  one-eighteenth  part  of  lot  N". 
14;  there  are  no  conveyances  produced,  but  the  certificates  of 
Benjamin  Newberry,  Recorder  of  deeds  for  the  county  of 
Luzerne,  shews  that  a  deed  is  recorded  in  IheoflBce  from  Eben- 
ezer  Taylor,  Grandson  of  David  Marvin,  conveying  to  Ephraim 
M'^Coy,  as  his  right  in  N».  14,  as  heir  to  the  estate  of  David 
Marvin,  it  being  one-eighteenth  part,  deed  dated  23'*  July,  1794. 

Surveyor  with  chain  men  and  marker  returned,  haveing 
compleated  the  outlines  of  Bedford. 

Fryday,  July  27th. 

This  day  M^  Wilson  returned  home  ;  M'.  Kingsbury  employed 
in  drafting. 

Saturday,  July  28th. 
Verry  rainy  day.      Surveyor  drafting  and  no  applications. 

Monday,  July  30th. 

Jones  Brush  Applied  for  lot  N".  41,  drew  in  the  name  of  the 
applicant,  an  original  proprietor  in  the  town. 

Certificate  made  out,  but  retained  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  further  proof. 

Tuesday,  July  31st. 
Daniel  Davidson  was  appointed  chain  carrier,  in  the  place  of 
Amos  Baldwin,  and  affirmed  faithfully  and   diligently  to  per- 
form the  duties.     Surveyor  Avith  chain  men  and   marker  pro- 
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ceeded  to  survey  Jot  N^  ',.     Returned   this    evening,  haveing 
compleated  the  survey  of  s*^  lot. 


Wednesday,  August  1^'. 
Vide  Ard  &  Dan  Hoyt,  page  39. 

Daniel  Roberts  Applied  for  the  remaining  part  of  lot  N".  1, 
being  the  remaining  part  of  the  north  half  of  said  lot  that  Elam 
Spencer  purchased  of  Jeremiah  Coleman,  and  afterwards  trans- 
fered  to  Daniel  Roberts,  and  Roberts  afterwards  sold  Elam 
Spencer  thirty-seven  acres,  and  Ard  and  Daniel  Hoyt  about 
sixty-six  acres,  leaving  the  remainder  for  the  present  applicant. 

Noah  AVadhams,  Att'^  for  Mathew  Covel,  Applied  for  the  re- 
maining part  of  lot  N".  r,l,  after  deducting  IGO  As.  70  Ps.  ;  said 
lot  drew  in  the  name  of  Ebenezer  Hibbard,  who  transfered  the 
whole  to  Mathew  Covel,  March,  1796,  Mathew  Covel  and  Orrel 
his  wife  conveys  the  whole  to  Absalom  Roberts,  June  P',  1800. 
Absalom  Roberts  &  Francis  his  wife  reconvey  to  Mathew  Covel 
all  the  back  part,  after  deducting  100  As.  70  Ps. ,  by  deed  Julv 
18th,  1810. 

Noah  Wadhams  Applied  in  behalf  of  Nathan  Rumsey  for  two- 
eighteenth  parts  of  lot  N«.  14,  being  the  original  right  of  David 
Marvin.  M^  Wadhams  introduces  the  deposition  of  Abraham 
Nesbit  to  shew  a  fair  transfer  from  the  heirs  to  the  present  ap- 
plicant. 

Thomas  Wright  Applied  for  lot  N".  36,  drew  in  the  name  of 
Joseph  Rothbone  and  by  him  transfered  to  John  Allen,  16th 
Decem•'^  1795,  and  by  the  said  Allen  transferred  to  the  present 
applicant,  Feb^  12'\  1796. 

He  also  claims  the  one  undivided  moiety  of  lot  N".  31,  drew 
by  Sherman  Smith.  A  certificate  from  the  Recorder  of  the 
County  of  Luzerne  shews  that  Sherman  Smith  transfered  the 
whole  lot  to  Peletiah  Fitch,  and  a  transcript  from  theprothon- 
ataries  books  shews  that  the  lot  was  sold  at  Sheriflf's  sale  a«  the 
property  of  Fitch  to  Thomas  B.  Dick  and  Daniel  Levy,  and  a 
Certificate  from  the  Clerk  of  the  State  Commissioners  shew 
there  was  a  deed  from  Thomas  B.  Dick  to  the  present  applicant 
for  the  one-half  of  the  lot. 

Certificate  made  out  to  Thomas  Wright  &  Daniel  Levy  for 
Lot  31,  but  retained  for  further  proof. 


Thursday,  Aug".  2'^. 

Abraham  Nesbit,  Guardian  to  the  heirs  of  Samuel  Ayers,  de- 
ceas'd,  (viz):  Zebulon  Ayers,  Isaac  Ayers,  Evelina  Ayers,  Eliza- 
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beth  Ayers  &  Burton  Avers.  Applied  for  two-thirds  of  lot  N". 
52,  drew  by  William  Baker,  who  transfers  the  wholeof  said  lot 
to  Samuel  Ayers,  JJecem'"'  29th,  ITUb,  and  the  said  Samuel 
transfers  the  one-third  to  Abner  Ayers,  as  appears  by  parole 
testimony  so  that  two-thirds  belongs  to  the  heirs  of  Samuel, 
and  one-third  to  the  said  Abner,  which  the  said  Nesbit  also 
applies  for  by  virtue  of  a  power  of  Att'^  from  Abner. 

Roswell  Wells,  Esq^,  (correct  spelling,  Rosewell  Welles)  Att' 
in  fact  for  John  Allen,  Applied  for  lot  N".  IG,  drew  in  the  name 
of  said  John  Allen  un  original  proprietor. 

Roswell  Wells,  Also  xVtt^  in  fact  for  Thomas  Mosely,  applied 
for  lot  N°.  39,  drew  by  Joseph  Slueman.  M^  Wells  states  he  is 
confident  of  seeing  a  deed  from  Slueman  to  Mosely,  but  expects 
to  get  further  proof. 

Certificate  made  out  to  Thomas  Mosely  for  lot  N '.  39,  But 
retained  for  further  proof. 

Fryday,  Aug^'  S"*. 

This  day  there  were  no  claims  presented.  Commissioners 
went  to  WiJkesbarre.     Surveyor  drafting. 


Saturday,  Aug''.  4th. 

David  Scott,  by  power  of  Att^  from  Sarah  Scudder.  Mother 
and  guardian  to  Abraham  Kip  Scudder,  Son  to  William  Scud- 
der, deceas'd.  And  also  by  another  power  from  Eliakam  Ross, 
and  Charlotte  Ross,  liis  wife,  a  daughter  of  said  deceas'd,  and 
also  from  Sarah  Scudder,  Mother  of  and  guardian  to  said  Sarah, 
daughter  of  said  deceasd.  Applied  for  the  remaining  part  of 
lot  N".  30,  after  deducting  fifty  acres,  sold  by  Ebenezer  Holly 
to  Thomas  Case  ;  said  lot  was  drew  in  the  name  of  Daniel  Ayers, 
who  agreeably  to  the  deposition  of  Noah  Wadliams,  Ju^.  con- 
veys the  whole  to  Ebenezer  Holly,  and  the  .'^aid  Holly  by  his 
deeds,  Feb^  10th,  1798,  conveys  the  remainder  as  follows,  (viz)  : 
To  Abraham  Kip  Scudder  one-third  of  said  lot  on" the  west 
line,  and  to  Charlotte  Scudder  &  Sarah  Scudder  the  one-half 
of  said  lot  on  the  center  road,  which  land  the  said  Scott  claims 
as  above  and  the  certificates  to  be  issued  agreeably  to  the  con- 
veyances from  Holly. 

This  day  Isaac  Smith,  Esq'.,  one  of  the  Commissioners  ar- 
rived from  Lycoming. 

Monday,  Aug'.  6th. 
Phinehas  Wyman,  By  lietter  of  Att",  In  behalf  of  Abraham 
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Pike,  Applied  for  lot  N°.  23,  drew  in  the  name  of  said  Pike,  an 
original  proprietor  in  the  town. 


Tuesday,  Au{?"  7th. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  put  in  execution  the  act  of 
assembly  for  adjusting  the  title  to  lands  in  the  townships  of 
Bedford  &  Ulster,  deem  it  proper  to  inform  the  gentlemen 
Committee,  in  behalf  of  the  Connecticutt  claimants  to  land  in 
the  township  of  Bedford,  That  no  certificates  can  be  granted 
to  any  Connecticutt  claimant  or  claimants  to  land  in  the  town- 
ship of  Bedford,  Unless  he  or  they  make  it  appear  that  such 
claimant  or  claimants  was  an  actual  setler  or  setlers,  in  some 
one  of  the  seventeen  townships,  and  that  the  land  so  claimed 
was  particularly  alloted  to  such  actual  setler  prior  to  the  28"' 
day  of  March,  1787,  Or  that  he  or  they  have  derived  or  acquired 
right  or  title  by  or  from  such  actual  setler,  either  by  devise, 
descent  or  purchase. 

The  Committee  will  perceive  the  necessity  of  an  early  com- 
pliance with  this  resolve  of  the  board,  as  a  number  of  the  titles 
that  have  been  exhibited  are  incompleat  in  these  particulars, 
and  tliey  will  accordingly  prepare  themselves  with  such  testi- 
mony as  shall  satisfactorily  establish  these  points. 

John  Peirck, 
Clerk  to  the  Commiss"'. 


Wednesday,  Aug^'  8th. 

John  Peirce  Applied,  In  behalf  of  Cherrick  Westbrook, 
Executor  of  the  estate  of  Abraham  Westbrook,  deceas'd,  for  lot 
N".  29,  drew  in  the  name  of  the  said  Abraham  Westbrook, 
deceas'd. 

Vide  Jonathan  Stevens  for  Emond  Crane.     Page  69. 

John  Peirce,  I  n  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  Winchester  Mathewson, 
deceas'd,  applied  for  lot  N°.  44,  drew  in  the  name  of  said  Win- 
chester, an  original  proprietor  in  the  town  of  Bedford 

One  hundred  acres  of  lot  N".  44,  on  the  west  end  of  the  lot 
adjudged  to  Nehemiah  Ide,  and  the  remainder  to  the  heirs  of 
Winchester  Mathewson,  (viz)  :  238  As.  Sif^^  Ps. 


Thursday,  Aug''  9th. 
Surveyor  running  the  division  lines  of  lot  N".  46.      Commis- 
sioners viewing  the  land  to  value  and  class. 
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Fry  day,  Aug^"^  10th. 
No  claims  presented  this  day.     Surveyor  drafting. 

Saturday,  Aug^'  11"'. 
Surveyor  drafting.     The   Commissioners  this  day  signed  the 
Certificates  for  Ulster. 

Monday,  Aug"  13th. 

Tne  Committee  for  the  township  of  Bedford  haveing  received 
the  notification  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  7th  Instant, This 
day  appeared  before  the  board  and  alledged  tViat  they  were 
unable  to  establish  their  title,  and  requested  time  to  procure 
the  necessary  documents  to  clear  up  those  points. 

Cap'.  Almond  Church  was  dispatched  to  Co'.  John  Franklin, 
Clerk  of  the  Susquehanna  Company  for  that  purpose. 

Tuesday  &  Wednesday,  Aug"  14th  &  15th. 
The  Surveyor  employed  in  preparing  a  general  draft  of  Bed- 
ford, as  surveyed  by  order  of  the  Commissioners.     Clerk  pre- 
paring Journal. 

Thursday,  Aug"  16th. 
Mess".  Smith  &  Roberts  went  this  day  to  the  south  west  end 
of  the  town  of  Bedford  for  the  purpose  of  viewing  and  classing 
the  land. 

Fryday,  Aug"  17th. 
Commissioners  engaged  in  classing  and  valuing    the    land. 
Surveyor  drafting  and  Clerk  transcribing  Journal. 

Saturday,  Aug"  18th. 
Surveyor  drafting.     Clerk  transcribing  Journal. 

Monday,  Aug"  20th. 
Commissioners  signed  the  remaining  Certificates  for  Ulster. 
Surveyor  drafting.     Clerk  transcribing  Journal. 

Tuesday,  Aug"  21st. 
Rainy  day.     Surveyor  drafting.     Clerk  transcribing. 
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Wednesday,  Auj,'^'  22'. 
Cap'.  Church  returned  from  Athens.  The  Com'  of  the  town 
attended.  Commissioners  lieard  the  deposition  of  ( k)'.  Frank- 
lin containing  ten  pages,  and  examined  the  claims  of  the  pro- 
])rietors,  whicli  were  generally  cleared  up,  and  tliey  proceeded 
to  class  and  value  the  lands. 


Thursday,  Aug^'  23^ 
Charles  Miner,  Att'  for   Elisha  Tracy,  applied  for  lot  N".  24, 
being  the  original  right  of  Co".  John  Durkee,  and  conveyed  to 
the  said  Tracy  by  Anne   Delongpres,  Daughter  &  heir  to  the 
said  Durkee,  Nov".  4'\  1794. 

Fryday,  Aug^'  24th. 

Benjamin  Barney  Applied  for  the  one-half  of  lot  N".  49, 
Adolph  Heath  original  ;  as  there  are  no  deeds  of  conveyance. 
The  deposition  of  Jonah  Rogers,  and  certificate  (jf  Noah  Wad- 
hams  were  introduced,  whicli  go  to  shew  there  was  a  convey- 
ance from  Heath  to  Barney 

The  deposition  of  Benjamin  Barney  i.s  introduced  as  a  further 
confirmation. 

Saturday,  Aug"  25th. 

Roswell  Wells  for  the  lieirs  of  Isaac  Benjamin,  decease!,  Ap- 
plied for  lot  N".  38,  entered  on  the  original  right  of  Obadiah 
Rhodes,  who  conveyed  to  John  Rhodes,  April  Sth,  1775,  and 
John  Rhodes  to  the  present  applicant,  Nov^  ]3th,  1781. 

Noah  VVadhams,  Esq^,  For  Amariah  AVatson,  Applied  for  lot 
N".  37  in  his  own  right.  The  deposition  of  Bigsby  Rogers  &, 
James  Nesbit  establislies  the  claim. 

Horrace  Morse  Applied  for  lot  N".  3C,  Thomas  Heath  original, 
and  by  the  deposition  of  Co".  John  Frankiin  it  a,[>pears  that  it 
was  laid  out  on  the  half  share  right  of  the  said  Thomas,  and 
by  a  transcript  from  the  Prothonotaries  office  it  appears  was 
sold  by  the  Sheriff  of  Luzerne  County,  in  Aug",  1799,  as  the 
property  of  Thomas  Heath  to  Noali  Wells. 

The  said  Noah  Wells,  by  Letter  of  Att\  dated  the  1"  of  Jan- 
uary, 1801,  Impowers  Jonatlian  Kellog  of  Newport,  state  of 
Pensylvania,  to  sell  all  his  lands  in  Pennsylvania,  and  James 
Cambell,  Esq'.,  deposeth'that  a  number  of  years  since  Jona- 
than Kellog  acknowledged  a  deed  before  him  To  Horrace  Morse 
for  a  tract  of  land  in  Bedford  township,  wliich  he  believed  to 
be  Lot  N».  33.     ' 
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Jonathan  Stevens,  For  Edinond  Crane,  Applied  for  part  of 
lot  N».  45.  This  lot  api)ears  was  originally  the  right  of  Ezekiel 
Peirce  and  by  him  was  transfered  to  Winchester  Mathewson 
the  7th  No\^,  1774.  and  the  said  Mathewson  sold  two  liundred 
acres  on  the  centre  road  to  Sylvanus  Mathewson,  Nov'.  26th, 
1776.  Sylvanus  assigned  all  his  right  to  Edniond  Crane.  27th 
March,  1779,  and  Edmoml  by  an  instrument  of  writing  the  22'^ 
July,  1790,  (.^uit  claims  the  one-half  to  Jonathan  Stevens,  and 
authorises  the  said  Stevens  to  negociate  for  the  other  half  ;  the 
said  Stevens  by  his  instructions  to  tne  Commissioners  com- 
mutes for  one  hundred  &  fifty  acres.  Which  the  Commiss" 
establish  to  him  and  Crane  in  lot  N°.  45  on  the  centre  road. 

The  remaining  part  of  the  lot,  (viz):  175  As.  35/;^  Ps.,  ap- 
peared to  be  vesteil  in  the  heii's  of  Winchester  Mathewson, 
which  is  claimed  by  Nehemiah  Ide.  To  establish  his  claim  he 
introduces  the  deposition  of  Abraham  Dutcher,  who  married 
a  daughter  of  Winchester  Mathewson,  and  also  the  deposition 
of  Almon  (,'liurch,  which  go  to  shew  that  Elisha  Mathewson, 
Administrator  on  the  estate  of  Winchester  Mathewson,  as- 
signed to  Abraham  Dutcher  one  whole  lot  in  Bedford  as  the 
portion  of  Dutchers  wife  in  the  said  Mathewson's  estate.  150 
acres  is  adjudged  to  Crane  &  the  remainder  to  Nehemiah  Ide ; 
and  also  is  adjudged  to  Ide  100  acres  on  the  west  end  of  lot  N". 
44  which  appears  to  be  vested  in  the  heirs  of  Winchester  Math- 
ewson, to  make  up  said  Dutchers  right,  and  the  remainder, 
(viz)  :  238  As.  84y\^  Ps.  to  the  heirs  of  Wincliester  Mathewson,  as 
applied  for  by  John  Peirce  in  their  behalf.  Sarah  Dutcher  to 
be  excepted  and  Sylvanus  Mathewson. 


Monday,  27th  Aug". 

Surveyor  run  Ide  &:  Brown's  division  lines,  M'.  Smith  at- 
tended the  other  Commissioners,  classing  &  valuing  the  lands 
and  makeing  out  Certificates. 


Tuesday,  Aug"  28th. 

Surveyor  engaged  in   drafting.     Commissioners  all  engaged 
in  filling  up  certificates  and  entering  them  in  class  book. 


Wednesday,  Aug"  29th. 

This  day  compared  Certificates  with  Class  book.  Indorsed 
them,  settled  up  the  accounts,  and  each  one  after  takeing  an 
affectionate  adieu,  set  out  for  tlieir  respective  homes. 
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The  Pennsylvania  claimants  to  lands  in  the  Townshij)  of  Betl- 
ford,  Luzerne  County,  not  having  submitted  their  titles  to  the 
land,  and  draughts  of  survey  duly  authenticated  to  the  Com- 
missioners (either  before  or  after  the  same  had  been  certified  to 
the  Connecticut  claimants),  for  the  purpose  of  having  their 
said  lands  resurveyed.  classed,  valued  and  certified,  as  is  by 
law  directed. 

The  Commissioners  being  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the 
law  left  it  altogether  optional  with  the  Pennsylvania  claim- 
ant to  comply  with  its  provisions  or  not,  in  the  first  or  second 
instant,  and  by  not  having  applied  the  law  made  their  elec- 
tion ;  therefore  no  measures  were  or  couJd  be  taken  by  the  Com- 
missioners respecting  them. 
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RELATING  TO 


THE  WYOMING  CONTROVEESY. 


1769—1808. 
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[From  a  large  masf  of  correspondence  in  the  Land  Depart- 
ment we  have  gleaned  the  documents  printed  herewith.  They 
are  of  various  dates.  It  may  be  stated  in  this  connection  that 
there  are  many  valuable  papers  in  existence  relating  to  Wyom- 
ing aflfairs,  which  it  is  sincerely  hoped  the  State  will  direct  the 
printing  An  important  letter  book  belonging  to  the  Depart- 
ment has  not  been  found.  ] 
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James  Lor/an's  Acco^tnt. — 1769. 

The  Honourable  Proprietor.^- . 

To  James  Logax.  Dr..  17(59: 

1st.      To    carrying    flour   to   AVyoraing    with   tour 

horses  and  one  man, £i 

To  my  expenses  in  going  to  assist  the  Sheriff,  1     10 

2(1.      To   assisting  in   three  expeditions,  man  and 

twoliorses,  finding  our  own  provisions,  «fec.,        10 
3d.       To  my  servant,  taken  prisoner  for  6  months 

and  3  days,      12 

4th.     To  six  times  carrying  prisoners  to  Eastown,         G 
oth.     To  the  use  of  several  horses  on  different  Ex- 

pre.sses  for  near  3  yeai's,    ....       10 

To  assisting  to  take  tlie  Hanover  men  out  of 
Jacob  Brinker's  and  going  to  Wyoming 
with  them,  and  one  man  with  me,     ....  4 

7Tn.     To  riding  express  to  Philadelphia  from   Mr. 

Broadhead  on  said  business,  &c., 3 

To  ditto  with  Paul  Pelton's  qualification  to 

the  Ciovernor, •"> 

To  a  man.  Saddle  and  Bridle  and  Rifle-gun,       20     10 
To  a  horse  that  deceased  on  the  Road  Carry- 
ing np  Provisions, 8 

To  my  expenses  in  purchasing  provision,  &c. , 

in  the  country,      3 

To  cash  paid  several  persons  as  per  their  re- 
ceipts,         -^7     19     3 

£120     19     3 
Cr. 

Cash  received  of  Mr.  Jennings £2 

do.  Mr.     Peter    Kechlin    and 

Mr.     Stewart 3  15 

do.  Mr.    liewis    Grordon,  ...  15 

C     10     0 

£114      9     3 
(613) 
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May  2""),  1772. 
To  ANDREW  Allex.  Esq.  : 

Sir  :  I  can  assert  that  many  of  the  above  services  were  done 
by  said  James  Logan  by  my  certain  knowledge,  but  as  for  liis 
ever  receiving  any  pav  I  cannot  say  anytliing  to. 

From  your  obedient  and  liumOle  servant, 

JoHX  VAX  Campex. 

May  28,  1772.  • 
I   believe  that    the  within  services  were  done  by  the  bt'arer, 

James  Logan. 

GrERRET  BROADHEAD. 

I  can  only  certifj'  that  James  Logan  (whose  account  ajipears 
within)  has  been  employee  on  divers  occasions  in  benalf  of 
this  province  in  driving  ofT  the  Isew  England  and  other  in- 
truders on  tlie  liands  at  Wyoming,  but  whethei-  he  has  been 
.satisfied  for  his  services  I  know  not. 

liEWIS  GORDOX. 

June  il,  1772. 
James  Logan  saith  that  when  John  Tidd,  his  servant,  was 
taken  pi-isoner  by  the  Rioters,  they  also  seized  a  Horse.  Saddle, 
Bridle  and  Rifled  Gun,  Logan's  property.  James  Lawsonand 
Alexander  Patterson,  now  present,  are  willing  to  make  oath 
of    this  matter,  although   it  is  not    mentioned   in  the  witliin 

account. 

Charles  Stewart. 

June  9,  1772. 
James  Logan  applied  to  me  to  certify  what  I  know  of  his  ser- 
vices charged  in  the  within  account.  I  knoM'  that  on  account 
of  the  first  charge  he  received  in  JN'ovember.  1769,  from  Mr. 
Jennings  and  me  in  full, — and  when  he  went  with  Mr.  Kechlin 
in  January,  1771,  he  was  paid  in  full.  He  is  entitled  to  six 
pounds  for  himself  and  Tidd,  for  his  services  September,  1770, 
to  be  paid,  if  not  already  paid  him,  by  Amos  Ogden.  In  re- 
gard to  the  3d,  4th,  5th,  Gth,  and  7th  charges  1  do  not  know 
of  h:s  being  paid  any  money,  except  once  by  Lewis  Gordon, 
for  riding  to  Mrs.  Taylor.  1  know  further  that  he  was  very 
active  in  apprehending  the  Rioters  over  the  mountain,  and 
that  he  had  no  land  granted  him. 

Charles  Stewart. 

Tlie  Honourable  the  Propri€tarie.v  : 
To  Garret  Broadhead,  Di. ,  1709. 

To  0  days  with  2  horses  and  ,'^elf  (®  124s £  3     12     0 

To  G  davs  with  1  horse,  10s. , 3       0     0 
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To  10  days  at  Wyoming,  IDs. ,    .    .       £  T)      0    0 

To  luy  servant.  58  days  at  Wioming,  of  which  was 
imprisoned  36  days  by  the  Yankys,  @  5d.,     ...         14     10    0 

To  IC  days  at  Beamys,  self  to  oppose  and  apprehend 
the  Hanover  men  and  Yankys,  @  lOd 

To  taking  and  bringing  down  two  prisoners,   .    .    . 

To  cash  advanced  to  Thomas  Com  to  bear  his  Ex- 
penses,      

£  40 
Received  on  the  above  of  Lewis  Gordon, 

Esq. , £0    0    0 

Received  of  Captain  Amos  Ogden,  by  the 

hands  of  John  Vancampen,  Esq. ,    .    .    .       6    0    0 


8 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

ACTION  OF  THE  NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY  COURT. 


Among  the  Records  of  the  Court  of  General  Quarter  Sessions  of 
the  Peace  and  Qaol.  Delivery,  held  at  Easton  in  and  for  the 
County  of  NorthamiHon,  it  is  Contained.    June  Sessions,  1770. 

Noi'thampton  County  Court: 

The  Grand  Inquest  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  for  the 
Body  of  the  County  of  Northampton,  upon  their  Oath  and 
solemn  affirmation  respectively,  do  present  that  Lazarus 
Stuart,  late  of  the  same  County,  yeoman ;  John  Durkee,  late 
of  the  same  County,  yeoman;  and  John  Cochran,  late  of  the 
same  County,  yeoman,  and  divers  other  persons,  to  this  In- 
quest as  yet  unknown,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy, 
at  Wyoming,  in  the  County  aforesaid,  did  unlawfully',  riotously 
and  routously  assemble  and  gather  together  to  disturb  the 
Peace  of  our  said  Lord  the  King,  and  so  being  then  and  there 
assembled  and  gathered  together  in  and  upon  one,  John  Mur- 
phy, in  the  peace  qf  God  and  our  said  Lord  the  King,  then 
and  there  being  unlawfully,  riotously  and  routously,  did  make 
an  assault,  and  him,  the  said  John  Murphy,  unlawfully,  riot- 
ously and  routously  did  beat,  wound  and  ill-treat  so  that  of 
his  life  it  was  greatly  despaired.  And  him  the  said  John  Mur- 
phy, then  and  there  with  force  and  arms  riotously,  routously 
and  unlawfully  against   the  will  of  him,  the  said  John  Mur- 
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l)hv,  and  against  the  Laws  of  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called 
England,  and  of  this  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  without  any 
legal  Warrant,  Authority  or  justifiable  Cause,  did  imprison 
and  detain  for  the  s})ace  of  Sixteen  days,  and  other  harms  to 
the  said  John  Murphy,  then  and  there  did  to  the  great  flamage 
of  the  said  John  Murphy,  and  against  the  peace  of  our  said 
Lord  the  King,  his  Crown  and  Dignity.  And  ihe  Inquest 
aforesaid,  upon  their  Oaths  and  solemn  affirmatioa.^  aforesaid, 
do  further  i)resent  that  the  said  Lazarus  Stuart,  John  Durkee 
and  John  Cochran  on  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  April,  in  the 
year  aforesaid,  at  Wyoming,  afterward  in  the  County  afore- 
said, with  force  and  arms,  &c. ,  in  ami  upon  the  said  John  Mur- 
phy in  the  peace  of  God  and  our  sa:d  Lord  the  King,  then  and 
there  being  an  assault  did  make,  and  him,  the  said  John  Mur- 
pliy,  then  and  there  did  beat,  wound  and  evilly  treat  so  that 
of  his  life  it  was  greatly  despaired,  and  him,  the  said  John  Mur- 
phy, then  and  there  ^sith  force  and  arms  falsly,  unlawfully 
and  injuriously,  and  against  the  will  of  the  said  John  Murphy, 
and  against  the  Laws  of  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Eng- 
land, and  of  this  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  without  any  legal 
Warrant,  Authority  or  justifiable  Cause,  did  imprison  and 
detain  for  the  space  of  Sixteen  days,  and  other  wrongs  to  the 
said  John  Murphy,  then  and  there  did  to  the  great  damage  of 
the  said  John  Murphy  and  against  the  Peace  of  our  said  Lord 
the  King,  his  Crown  and  Dignity. 

Andrkw  Allex,  Attoniei/  Ge)ieral. 

Teste,  p.  Rege.  Amos  Ogden,  Esq.,  John  Murphy,  Charles 
Stewart,  Esq.,  Alexander  Patterson,  John  Dick,  Thomas 
Craig. — Sworn,  L.  Gordon. 

John  Durkee  appears,  pleads  not  Guilty  and  puts  himself 
upon  the  County  and  the  Atty  General  Similiter,  ex.  process. 

I,  William  Craig.  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  General  Quarter 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  and  Gaol  Delivery  of  the  County  of 
Northampton,  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  do 
hereby  Certify  That  the  foregoing  is  truly  Copied  from  an  ori- 
ginal Indictment  remaining  of  Record  in  my  office. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  Hand  and   the 

Seal  of  the  said  Court  at  Easton,  in  the  County  aforesaid,  the 

first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven 

hundred  and  ninety-three. 

William  Craig. 

I,  Jacob  Rush,  President  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  of 
Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace  of  the  Circuit  consisting  of  the 
Counties  of  Berks,  Northampton.  Litzerne  and  Northumber- 
lan<l,  in  Pennsylvania,  do  hereby  Certify  That  the  Attestation 
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of  the  foregoing  Record  and  Proceedings  is  in  due  Form  and 
according  to  the  usual  mode  of  exemplifying  the  Records  of 
tlie  saul  Courts  in  2sortliampton.  Witness  mj  Hand  this  12th 
day  of  April,  1793 

Jacob  Rush, 
Freaident  of  the  Third  Peimsyivaiiia  District. 


SUBSCRIPTIO>'  OF  PHILADELPHA  CLAIMANTS.— 1775. 

Philadelphia,  October  Q,  1775. 
Whereas,  It  is  necessary  to  assist  the  inhabitants  of  North- 
umberland and  Northampton  counties  in  protecting  tlieir  pro- 
perty and  preserving  the  peace  of  those  counties:  We  hereby 
promise  to  pay  the  sums  annexed  to  our  respective  names  for 
that  purj^ose  when  called  upon  by  the  treasurer  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  receive  the  same,  or  any  other  person  au- 
thorized by  the  said  committee. 

Tnrbutt  Francis, £.';0    John  and  Jesse  Lukens,     .  £20 

Ed.    and  Joseph   Shippen,    40     Robert  Morris 25 

James  Tilghman, 25     Samuel  Meredith,     ....     25 

Tench  Francis, 25     Matthias  Slough, 15 

Andrew  Allen, 20     Charles  Stewart,    .....     30 

John  Cox, 20     David  Shakespeare,      ...     12 

William  Smith 20     Owen  Biddle 10 

Henry  Keppele,  junior,  .    .     20     William  Sitgreaves,    ...     10 

John  Musser, ,     10     Edward  Milnor.      10 

Reuben  Haines,  ......     50     Samuel  Gfarrigues,    ....     10 

John  Vandenn, 20     John  Maxwell  Nesbit,     .    .     20 

The  names  on  the  opposite  column  are  a  few  of  those  who 
have  subscribsd  in  Philad-elphia.  The  committee  for  applying 
the  said  subscription  request  Jasper  Yeates,  Esq.,  SeViastian 
Graaf,  Esq.,  Rev.  Thomas  Barton  and  Mr.  John  Witmore, 
junior,  to  solicit  and  receive  subscriptions  for  the  above  pur- 
pose in  Lancaster  county. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  committee  tliis  11  of  Nov.,  177.5. 

johx  luke^^. 

Texch  Fraxcis. 

William  Smith. 
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A  LIST  OF  YANKEE  PRISONERS— 1774   (?; 


Asa  Luthington. 
Stepiien  Fubler. 
Asa  G^oie. 
Tiioiuas  Fish. 
Peiiigo  Downing. 
William  Churchill. 
Nicholas  Manuel. 
William  Lannen. 
Hosea  Yale. 
Prince  Alden. 
William  Briggs. 
Reuben  Vernon. 
William  Galloi^. 
William  Warner. 
Zebulon  Hutle)-. 
Silas  Brown. 
Aholial  Buck. 
Henery  White. 
Thomas  McLure. 
Silas  Parks. 
James  Graliam. 
David  Phillips. 
Abel  Yarrington. 
David  Bucket t. 
William  Decker. 
Jacob  Applefinger, 
George  Kinter. 
Jacob  Ankish. 
John  Revolt. 
Henry  Fisler. 
Jacob  Fisler. 
Robert  Hopkins. 
Conrad  Beeckej. 
John  Soyer. 
Stephen  Tracey. 
Luke  Carter. 
Thomas  Wolsworrh. 
Daniel  Holley. 
James  Hopkins. 
William  Rea. 


Ephraim  Arnel. 
Richard  Brockway. 
Jacob  Cook 
Eleazer  Newton. 
Silvester  Cherbrouk. 
John  Shaw. 
John  Shuls. 
Elijah  Harris. 
Ichaboil  Downing. 
Thomas  Badlock. 
David  Marvin. 
Seth  Smith. 
Timothy  Gay  lord. 
Stephen  Lee. 
John  Killam. 
Oliver  Smith. 
Asial  Atherton. 
James  Atherton. 
Joshua  Bennett. 
Samuel  Peton. 
Robert  Frazer. 
Elijah  Buck. 
Obediah  Gore. 
Daniel  Gore. 
Elias  Robins. 
Nathaniel  Salmons. 
John  Sinipson. 
George  Espy. 
Robert  Young. 
Peter  Kidd. 
Silas  Gore. 
William  Leonard. 
Oliver  Durkee. 
John  Wiley. 
Asa  Whitlasey. 
John  Holley. 
Nicholas  Phillips. 
Felix  Duker. 
Roljert  Hunter. 
Peter  Tronswaj'. 
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Oli) 


Jonathan  Downing. 

Joseph  Moss. 

John  Delong. 

Benjamin  Doruston. 

John  Jauiison. 

John  Murphey. 

Samuel  Storej'. 

James  Hopkins. 

Abel  Pearce. 

Thomas  Woiswortn. 
John  Folley. 

Preserved  Taylor. 
Tiiomas  Bennett. 
Nathan  Beech. 
Tliomas  Weeks. 
Ebenezer  Fornum. 
James  "Nisbet. 
James  Grames. 


Enos  Yale. 

William  Hollibord. 

Christopher  Avery. 

Joseph  Gay  lord. 

Samuel  Avery. 

Jx>hn  Gel  lam. 

Benjamin  Reynold.s. 

Asa  Lyons. 

John  Franklin. 

Samuel  Hodkiss. 

Cornelius  Vincent. 

John  Ewing. 

Tliomas  Heath. 
James  Hedsel. 
Jonathan  Weeks. 
Ruben  Jones. 
Henry  Windecker. 
Ebenezer  Hubbard. 


A  List  of 

Jonathan  Carring. 
Solomon  Johnson. 
Jabish  Fish. 
Conrad  Beker. 
Uria  Marvin. 
Daniel  Marvin. 
Jesse  Kinney. 
Robert  RotVi. 
Ellas  Williams. 
John  Kesler. 
Zopher  Williams. 
Aaron  CJawson. 


Prisoners  taken  before  the  Fort. 

Pershall  Terry. 

Gideon  Pelton. 

Daniel  Hains. 

Rusal  Franklin. 

Samuel  Marvin. 

Andrew  Sypher. 
Peter  Walker. 
Daniel  Angel. 
Ebenezer  Starm. 
Ezra  Bewell. 
John  Doranie. 
Moses  Ward. 


THE  WYOMING  EXPEDITION- ITT-x 


At  the  request  of  William  Mackey.  Michael  Trov  and  Doc 
Panket,  that  carried  on  the  Expedition.  William  Mackev  de- 
livered on  the  13th  day  of  December,  1775,  to  the  under  named 
Gentlemen : 
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Captain  Boon,         (ij  yds.  Broadcloth.  iSs.       ]>.  yd., 
Long,        G5  yds.  "  2os. 

Moody,     ;')    yds.  "  21s.  6d.     " 

2^  yds.  •:  19s. 

Allison,  lU  y(^s.  ••  2r)S.  Cd.     - 

Lee,  4^  yds.  .  •  24s.  Gd.     " 


The  above   floods  -vvas  tised  for  Legins  for  the  Troops  on  the 
Wayouian  Expedition. 
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NATHAN  DEXISON  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  AT  EaSTON. 


Westmoreland,  Jannari/  9,  1777. 

Gentlemen  :  Tlie  Bearers  hereof  are  Part  of  a  Large  Body 
of  Indians  belonging  to  the  Six  Nations,  who  have  expressed 
tlieir  friendship  for  the  United  States  of  America  at  a  Coun- 
cil held  in  this  Place  this  day.  They  also  Inform  us  they  aie 
upon  a  Journey  to  Philadelphia  to  speak  with  the  Congress 
(if  returned).  Otlierways  intend  to  see  C-reneral  Washington. 
They  have  Desired  us  to  write  to  you  and  beg  that  they  may 
be  Pointed  t:>  Places  to  Escape  the  small-pox  and  other  Pesti- 
lential Dioorders  (if  such  tliere  be  among  you).  This  is  wrote 
upon  their  Particular  Desire  to  give  you  Information  of  the 
approach  of  the  Body  of  Indians,  which  Consists  of  about  two 
Hundred  Men,  Women  and  Children;  and  they  further  desired 
us  to  request  of  yoti  Yotir  Influence  that  their  Proposed  treaty 
might  be  at  Eastown,  if  it  be  Possilile  at  this  time,  for  fear 
of  the  Disorders,  &c. ,  mentioned  as  above.  We  Doubt  not 
but  you  will  Pay  due  attention  to  these  People  at  this  time, 
Avhen  their  favours  will  l)e  more  Eligible  than  their  Frown.s. 
We  beg  leave.  Tientleinen.  to  Subscribe  Ourselves  your  friends 
and  very  Humljle  Servants, 

Nathan  Denison, 
William  Judd, 
Christopher  Avery, 
T"  Enstoini  ('oi)imiitth. 

(Endorsed)  From   Nathan   Denison.  Westmoreland,  January 
9,  1777  (by  an  Indian). 
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BEFORE  THE  COURT  AT  TRENTON. 

The  notes  of  Arguments  by  Counsel  and  the  Decree. 

[Unfortunatley  the  "notes"  are  unsatisfactory,  but  it  is  all 
that  we  have  concerning  this  impo.tant  arbitration,  for  such 
it  really  was,  the  first  under  the  new  order  of  things  in  tlie 
Federal  Union.  Messrs.  Eliphalet  Dyer,  Jesse  Root  and  Wil- 
liam S.  Johnson  appeared  for  Connecticut ;  while  Pennsylvania 
was  ably  represented  by  Messrs.  James  Wilson,  Joseph  Reed, 
Jonathan  D.  Sergeant  and  William  Bradford.] 

TJie  Brief  of  Mr.  Root. 

10th  December,  1782. 

By  every  principle  of  Law,  Justice  and  policy  you  ought  to 
decide  in  favour  of  Conn  t. 

The  Crown  Title  ought  to  be  secure  against  the  Crown. 

Urged  to  a  trial  when  C.  labours  under  many  disadvantages 
tor  want  of  Papers. 

Charged  with  seking  delay. 

The  justice  of  our  Cause  inspires  us  with  Confidence  : 

1st.   Consider  the  Conn't  Title— Ciood  : 

2.    Penn's  Title  void  in  itself. 

Property  belongs  to  the  first  discoverer,  because  he  provi- 
dentially stumbled  upon  it. 

When  a  Nation  discovers  a  Vacant  Country  they  have  a  Right 
to  it. 

2  Bla.  8  Indians  have  no  property  in  lands  only  as  far  as 
he  uses  it ;  that  is  Hunting,  though  when  \\i  sells  it  is  no  more 
than  use  he  applies  it  to. 

Ind's  have  no  permanent  property  in  lands,  if  otherwise  ir 
would  Violate  the  Grreat  Command,  he  fruitfully  &c. 

The  Grants  of  the  Crown  binding  on  the  Crown. 

The  use  of  those  Grants  are  for  the  People  k  not  an  Ind. 

4  Bac.  211.     The  Grants  the  Crown  made  : 
1st.     That  to  the  Council  of  Plymouth,  162U. 

2.  Conveyance    fom  the  Council  of  P. —but  no  Orig'l  papers. 

G.  W. 

?y.  To  liord  Say  &■  Seal,  under  this  i^atent  the  people  of  Ct. 
Settle  in  1G3.5. 
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PeVn  to  the  King.  In  the  petition  of  the  Gen]  Conrt  at 
Hartford  express  mention  is  made  of  tliis  patent. 

Patent  of  16G2. 

4.  Bac.  213.  A  violation  of  tliose  Charters  tirsL  began  the  pre- 
sent controversy. 


TJie  ''Brief  of  James  Wilson. 

13th  December,  1782. 
Whether  C.  has  or  has  not  a  riglit  to  those  lands? 
Prove  she  has  not : 

1.  Her  Charter  never  extended  westw'd  of  ]S.  Y. 

2.  If  it  ever  did  she  has  long  since  lost  that  right. 

1st.  From  facts  before  the  Charter,  facts  at  the  time  &  facts 
since. 

2  Blac— 295,  defin'n  of  a  Peed. 

3d.  To  consider  the  Claims  of  both  sides  derived  under  the 
Indians. 

4.  To  suggest  the  Advantages  or  inconv's  that  are  likely  to 
flow  from  the  Decision  of  this  Court. 

1  Bac:  67,  defin'n  of  an  agreement — a  concurrence  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  parties. 

Vattel,  2d  Book,  Sec.  1U7,  pg.  218,  gen'l  Rule  of  Interpreta- 
tion. 

2  Hutch  :  307.  What  was  the  intention  of  the  parties  when 
the  Soil  or  Jurisdiction  was  granted? 

2  Ins  :  N:  L:  307—9.  Interpretation  of  intention  and  motle  of 
collecting  it. 

323—344  Grot :  Puflf. 

1  Blac  :  59-62.  Deeds  shall  be  construed  acconiing  to  the  in- 
tention of  the  parties. 

Calyes  6  p't. ,  G4  B.  Finches  Case  Rule  for  the  Construction 
of  Deeds.  —Nothing  is  more  consonant  to  Justice  than  to  estab- 
lish the  Will  of  the  Donor  who  makes  the  Grant. 

2  Bac  :  661, Hobert  229,2  Blac.  same.   The  Intention  to  Govern. 
Vattel    Boo:  2,  Sec.  206;  Treaties  to   lie   explained    by  each 

other. 

2  Ista.  L.  N.  334—5,  same  subject— 331. 

The  Power  of  Explaining  the  old  charters  in  Am 'a  according 
to  equity  &  Intention  was  Vested  in  the  Crown  now  in  the 
United  States. 

Vattel  B,  2d  Sec. ,  282— Sec  :  287.  The  Spirit  &  intention  of 
the  Charters  is  the  end  they  had  in  View. 

Grot.  365,  Puff  541 

Vattel  2  B.,  Sec.  292-3. 
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2   Ins't,  L,  N.  33i),  Gro.  3Cj,  Puff   547 54o  the     Intention; 

sometimes  we  restrain  t  sometimes  enlarge  the  meaning.— 
Remarkable,  we  have  oftener  reason  to  restrain  then  to  en- 
large. 

550  Arguments  drawn  from  conveniencys  have  a  particu- 
lar weight  in  the  Law. 

When  we  would  decide  on  a  man's  conduct  we  ought  to 
place  ourselves  in  his  situation. 

Would  we  wish  to  rea.l  a  poet  with  pleasure  we  must  trans- 
port our  ideas  to  the  place  ami  the  age  in  which  he  lived. 

Would  we  judge  of  Charters  Ave  must  not  apply  to  the  correct 
maps  of  the  present  Day,  but  the  vague  &  uncertain  knowledge 
the  makers  had  of  2s.  America. 

H  :  y  to  Cabot  is  r-ren'l  «t  can  throw  no  light  on  the  subject  . 
only  to  disco:    Queen  E. 

Stith.  His:  V:  -1—4  Ap'x— 1-2-3*  *The  first  bonded  patent 
in  America. 

The  two  Colonies  had  separate  Seals  &  the  Co.  y  in  England 
had  the  King's  own  Seal  for  the  Colony. 

E:.ch  colony  confined  to  100  miles  square. 

Stith. 76-7,  discovery  of  the  Country  of  the  Maniham,  then 

supposed  to  lye  on  the  coast  of  the  South  Sea. 

Stith.  101.  New  Charters  2Zd  May,  iG09,  copy  in  the  Apx. 
golden  South  Sea  dream. 

4  Purchers,  178G,  The  Kings  box. 

1823  3. 

Panip  : 

No.  261.  Twelve  years  before  the  C  :  Charter,  a  Jlap  shewing 
the  South  Sea. 

4  Pureh  :  1870.   South  Sea  believed  to  be  near  at  hand. 

Those  who  granted  and  those  who  applied  for  those  patents 
did  not  know  the  extent  of  the  Country. 

We  are  to  determine  according  to  what  the  Grantor  and 
Grantees  thought  at  that  time  and  not  accordg  to  what  we 
know  now. 

Plymouth  pat.  of  1620:  The  Reason  assigned  in  the  preamble 
is  he  had  enlarged  the  other. 


7?)e  "Brief"  of  Dr.  Johnson. 
Indian  title  is  vague  &  uncertain.      Show  no  title  Valid   but 
the  Crown  Title. 

The   question    is  a  question    of    Right,  k  Right  k  Title  are 
synonymous  in  this  Question. 

Every  Title  must  be  established  according  to  the  Laws  of  the 
Countr\. 
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The  General  Laws  of  America  must  be  the  Ground  on  which 
this  question  is  to  be  decided. 

The  Law  as  it  stood  at  the  Time  of  the  acquisition  is  Ijinding. 

Tlie  Feudal  system  was  the  Law  of  all  tlie  ^'ations  in  Europe 
at  the  Time  of  the  Discovery  of  America. 

The  French,  Spanisii  6c  Portugees  adojiteti  the  erroneous 
system  of  Conquest. 

The  English  &  Dutch  the  more  human  system  of  Humanity. 

The  Indian  Title  is  subordinate  to  the  Crosvn  Title  and  can 
never  be  set  up  against  it. 

Indian  titles  uncertain  and  cannot  be  depended  on. 

Will  not  depreciate  Indian  title. 

Cultivation  is  the  Regular  mode  of  Appropriation. 

Indians  never  Cultivate. 

Property  grows  up  with  Civilization  and  cannot  be  acquired 
without  it. 

Purchases  from  the  Indians  were  no  more  than  the  purchas- 
ing of  peace  and  quietness. 

3  Hutch:  30  Vattel,  37;  Sec.  81,  91.     Indians  no  proprietors. 

Eliz:  Tower  Bill  Opinion,  Christians  have  a  Right  to  take 
barbarians'  land. 

All  the  Lgeislators  in  America  have  adopted  these  principles. 

It  is  the  law  of  America  and  must  be  binding  on  America. 

The  Court  cannot  vary  from  them. 

When  this  Rule  is  adopted  and  propert>  depending  on  it, 
it  oucrht  not  to  be  shaken. 

On  this  principle  we  must  stand,  that  whoever  can  adduce  a 
Charter  Title  require  no  more. 

Vattei  2,  B.  21G,  2G4.  The  Reason  of  the  Grant  is  the  Ground 
of  the  Grant,  though  the  Reason  ceases,  yet  the  Grant  con- 
tinues. 

5  Bac  :  525.    There  is  a  Legal  Title  and  an  Equitable  Title. 

The  Discovery  and  Charter  from  Chas.  the  2d. 

The  Plymouth  Charter  and  all  under  it  are  only  explanatory. 

We  do  not  use  them  for  any  other  purpose.  This  we  told 
them  Early. 

Cabot's  Discovery  — King  took  the  Homage  of  the  jSatives. 

In  the  Reign  of  Hen  :  8  some  of  the  Natives  did  Homage  to 
him  siting  on  his  throne. 

The  Title  of  Discovery  is  the  principle  by  which  all  the  Na- 
tions of  Europe  hold  their  possessions  ^  Ratifved  by  all  their 
Treat  ys. 

James  1st  began  in  1000  to  make  grants  or  rathe?-  Lisences. 

The  Patents  to  Virginia  from  Sea  to  Sea  in  the  South;  and 
to  Winthrop  in  the  North  are  the  foundations  of  the  Ameri- 
can settlements. 
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Purch  :  The  Extent  of  America  was  as  well  known  at  that 
Day  as  at  this.  The  Surrender  of  the  Plymouth  Charter  men- 
tions 3000  miles  to  the  South  Sea. 

Patents  have  been  Vacated  frequently,  as  they  were  often 
given  to  favourites,  &  policy  induced  the  Judges  to  Vacate 
them. 

4  Bac :  210,  211.   Reasons  for  Vacating  Grants. 

1  Hutch  :  34.    Plague  among  the  Indians. 

We  only  mention  these  Patents  as  Historical  facts  which 
Comprise  our  Equitable  Title. 

A  part  of  Narragansett  River  had  been  granted  to  Massa- 
chusetts the  Year  before. 

The  patentees  were  the  Associates  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  &c. 

1  Hutch  :  47. 

Conn't  Charter,  Chas.  2d  granted  it  for  Valuable  considera- 
tion. 

The  Colony  is  the  People. 

The  property  is  one  thing. 

The  property  of  the  Colony  another. 

Tlie  people  another. 

And  the  property  of  the  People  a  fourth 

The  property  of  the  Colony  is  from  the  Beginning. 

The  Jurisdiction  of  tlie  Governmeni  extends  with  the  Settle- 
ments. 

The  greatest  part  of  the  Colony  was  purchased  of  the  Natives  ; 
can  mean  nothing  more  than  the  actual  settlem'ts. 

Char's  was  liberal  at  the  moment  of  granting  the  patent. 

The  South  bound  of  this  patent  is  the  Sea,  whence  it  cannot 
be  tltat  Massch't  line  is  the  South  bounds. 

On  considering  the  location  the  Dutch  are  to  be  left  out  of 
the  Question. 

There  is  no  doubt,  though  Ingenuity  has  suggested  many. 

It  is  a  great  grants  but  it  was  a  Royal  one. 

There  is  a  double  construction  to  every  human  grant. 

If  New  Haven  would  not  see  that  they  were  included  in  the 
Patent  this  Court  will  not  shut  their  eyes ;  its  absurd. 

Tlie  Charter  could  only  incorporate  the  Colony  of  Conn't  & 
N.  Haven  was  not  within  their  Jurisdiction. 

When  the  Commissioners  came  out  with  Destructive  powers 
then  they  came  into  the  Jurisdiction. 

The  passing  of  a  patent  is  an  Act  of  ownership  ;  it  was  a  wise 
act  to  secure  the  property. 

The  Possession  of  the  Dutch  is  the  only  objection  to  h<i  en- 
countered. 

They  were  in  under  a  title  of   their  own  or  as  tenants  of  the 

40— Vol.  XVIII. 
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Crown  of  England  or  as  intruders — the  last  appears  to  be   the 
fact. 

4  Bac :  212.  It  was  the  Spirit  of  the  jmtent  to  except  the 
Dutch  possessions. 

001.  Examine  whether  Conn't  has  divested  herself  of  this 
property. 

It  requires  as  strong  evidence  to  divest  as  it  does  to  invest 
property. 

The  settlement  in  ICGO  can  have  no  effect  as  it  was  before 
Conn't  was  sufficiently  invested  with  the  property. 

1  Blac  :  484.  The  Settleiuent  in  1664  was  a  reasumption  by  the 
Crown  and  contrary  to  law.  Vide  16th,  Chas.  1st.  Vide  their 
an.sw..  Acts  of  Assembly  to  1725. 

Char'l.  in  1664  had  lost  the  good  Nature  he  was  possessed  of 
in  1662. 

The  Settling  jurisdiction  was  the  object  of  the  Commission. 

1st.  All  agreements  are  to  be  construed  according  to  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  agreement. 

2.  They  can  only  aflfect  the  parties  to  the  agreement. 
Not  an  idea  in  the  agreement  that  could  aflfect  Conn't. 
Vide  agreement  in  1683,  but  it  ought  to  be  construed  strictly, 

then  it  only  relates  to   N  :  York  &  Con't. 
A  Silence  for  a  Century. 

Queries  by  the  board  of  Trade  &  prop'rs  of  Pennsa. 
1st.  State  the  facts  &  then  meet  the  objection. 


T/it  ••Jiritf  of  Mr.  Sergeant. 

Right  of  discovery. 

King  James  could  not  (leny  the  Right  of  the  Dutch,  though 
he  wished  to  abridge  it. 

And  reserves  out  of  the  Plyinoutli  Patent  only  what  the 
Dutch  actually  possessed. 

Who  had  the  best  right  to  the  lands  in  Dispute,  the  oldest 
and  nearest  Settlers  to  those  lands  or  the  most  remote  and 
junior  settlements. 

If  the  King  had  divested  himself  of  the  Jurisdiction  over  the 
lands  mentioned  in  the  Charter  of  C  :  why  do  the  Susq'a  Co'y 
apply  and  the  C  :  Assembly  recommend  them  to  the  Crown  for 
a  New  Grant? 

When  one  gives  anything  it  is  to  be  presumed  it  was  his  own. 
at  least  he  wishes  it  to  be  thought  so,  though  the  presumption 
is  not  always  the  truth.  So  it  is  with  respect  to  those  large 
grants,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  create  a  Title  to  the  Crown. 

1.  Hutch :  48. 
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9-317-268.  Alowed  on  all  hands  that  the  Council  of  Plymouth 
had  no  Right  to  convey  the  Right  of  Jurisdiction. 

1  Day— 113. 

As  to  Jurisdiction  the  Council  of  Plym  :  were  trustees  ;  with 
regard  to  the  foil  the  same. 

10  Cohn,  110,  111,  113.  A  false  suggestion  or  recital  of  a  false 
consideration  in  a  patent  Vitiates  the  Whole. 

1  &  4  Cohn. 

2  Blac.  347-8. 

Indian  Treaty  at  Lancaster  in  1744. 

2  Vol.  Harrises,  V's  247.  4  Purch  :  1872  :  The  King,  notwith- 
standing the  Plymouth  grant,  granted  some  of  the  lands  com- 
prised within  that  Patent  to  others. 

1  J.  Cong  :  33.  The  Act  of  Parliament  of  England  extending 
the  Bounds  of  Canada  is  frequently  mentioned  by  Congress 
as  a  grievance,  but  never  once  mentioned  by  C  :  as  infringing 
on  the  Bounds  of  their  Charter,  which  it  certainly  did  if  their 
Claim  to  the  disputed  landb  is  Just. 

53-4.   The  Northerly  &  Westerly  boundaries  of  their  Colonies. 

69 Same  Pet'n  to  the  King. 

1  J  :  Cong.   153,  2d.  Addresses  to  the  People  of  Britain. 

All  the  Western  Lands  late  in  the  Crown  of  England  are  now 
the  Joint  property  of  the  United  States. 

They  have  no  grant  under  the  Plymouth  Charter— no  gen. 
eral  proofs  can  prove  more  than  general  facts. 

To  particular  facts  particular  proof  must  be  made.— To  prove 
a  Deed  the  Deed  must  be  produced,  if  not  lost  or  destroyed 
by  accident  then  a  Copy  must  be  produced. 

N.  Haven  :  State  of  the  Case. 

Charles  the  1st  never  signed  the  patent  nor  had  C  :  any  until 
Mr.  Winthrop  obtained  it  in  1662. 

No  patent  to  Lord  Say  &  Seal,  &c. 

No  grant  from  them  to  the  people  of  C't. 

2  V :  C.  Rec.  a37.   Decree. 
250.   Reasons. 

265.     Do. 

Her  rights  must  have  arisen  from  her  settlements  ;  her  con- 
quests or  her  purchases  from  the  Indians. 

The  purchase  made  from  the  Indians  on  Delaware  were  made 
by  the  people  of  N.  Haven,  then  a  separate  Gov't  from  Con't. 

They  were  made  by  people  who  then  deny'd  the  Charter  of 
Con't  &  all  the  Authority  it  would  give. 

2  V:  C  :  Rec.  14.  N.  Haven  Colony  sent  men  to  purchase  from 
the  Indians  at  Delawar  bay,  but  expressly  forbid  to  medle 
with  any  thing  the  Dutch  or  Sweads  had  a  Right  to. 
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Why  produce  the  Indian  purch.  in  Delaware  State  if  not  to 
keep  up    the  Idea  of  their  Claim  to  that  State. 

Do.  37.    Why  make  them  now  if  this  is  not  their  Idea. 

Let  us  discover  their  limits. 

Do.  73-4.  The  Dutch  declare  they  have  a  Right  to  Con  t  River 
and  that  they  purchased  of  the  Natives  long  before  the  Eng- 
lish settled  there. 

2  N.  C.  Rec.  280.  By  liberty  of  the  N:  C:  Con't  were  per- 
mitted to  take  two  Towns  on  Long  Island  into  their  Protec- 
tion. 

1662.  The  recitals  in  the  Cliarter  will  shew  us  what  was  asked 
and  what  was  intended  to  be  granted,  viz.  : 

"Tlie  greatest  part  was  purchased  at  a  great  expence  and 
some  parts  conquered." 

If  the  Gov't  of  Boston  was  too  remote  for  Con't,  can  a  Coun- 
try 1000  miles  distant  be  more  convenient  for  the  Gov't  at  Hart- 
ford. 

348.  King's  letter  to  the  Gov't  of  N.  Haven,  Conn't,  <fcc., 
dated  after  the  Granting  of  C't  Charter. 

21st  June,  1663.  which  shows  the  Crown  had  no  intention  of 
involving  N  :  H  in  the  C't  Charter. 

367,  380.  The  union  of  N :  H.  to  be  interpreted  as  their  own 
Consession  and  not  otherwise. 

That  Con  t  could  not  extend  farther  Westward  than  N  :  H. 

Instructions,  1683,  10th  &  13th.    Queries  in  1680. 

Queries  in  1730.  Official  Declarations  Con't  to  the  Crown  in 
1774.  She  changed  her  note,  well  knowing  her  former  Decla- 
rations were  repugnant  to  her  claim. 

Con't  Acts  of  AssemV)ly  110-111.  To  settle  A:  dispose  of  all 
the  Vacant  lands  in  the  Colony. 

260.   County  xjf  Litchfield  Act.     Their  Western  line. 

Conn'ts  frequent  settlements  of  Boundaries  have  long  since 
barred  her  right,  if  it  ever  existed. 

In  1650  Dutch  Settlement  of  Limitts.  If  it  never  was  ratified 
the  words  of  the  argument  are  binding. 

1636.  Ratified  by  the  Dutch. 

1664,  1731-2.   1603-4. 

Indians  the  true  proprietors  of  the  Soil. 

The  first  settlers  under  the  Plymouth  Charter  were  Relieved 
from  Famine  by  the  Corn  purch 'd  from  the  Indians. 

Hutch.  15-16,  Colden  33-4.  Dutch  settle  in  160y  and  5  Nations 
Indians  kindly  treated  by  the  Dutch. 

Policv  of  the  Division. 
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The  ''Brief'  of  General  Reed. 

The  Title  of  Penns'a  stands  on  the  clearest  fjroiind  abstracted 
from  that  of  Connec't. 

Oar  Title  consists  of  both  the  Crown  and  the  Indian  title. 

That  all  titles  should  be  derived  from  the  Crown  is  the  law 
ot  Britain  and  only  applicaVjle  to  Britain. 

3  Hutch.    30. 


The  Decree  of  the  Court. 

This  Cause  has  been  well  argued  by  the  Learned  Council  on 
both  sides. 

Tlie  Court  are  now  to  pronounce  their  Sentence  or  Judg- 
ment. 

We  are  unanimously  of  Opinion  that  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut has  no  riglit  to  the  Lands  in  Controversy. — 

We  are  also  unanimously  of  Opinion  that  the  Jurisdiction 
and  Preemption  of  all  the  Territory  lying  within  the  Charter 
boundary  of  Pennsylvania  and  now  claimed  by  the  State  of 
Connecticut  do  of  Right  belong  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.— 

Wm.  Whipple. 
■Welcome  Arnold. 
Dav'd  Brkarly. 
Cyrus  ^TRIF•FI^^ 

W-M.    C.    H0UST0>'. 
Trenton.  3Uth  Dec^r,  178'2. 


THE    TRENTON    COMMISSIONERS    To    PRESIDENT 
DICKINSON. 


Ti-RTS.^TOS, -Zist  Decemhev,  1782. 
Sir  We  take  the  liberty  to  address  your  Excellency,  as  })ri- 
vate  citizens,  lately  honored  with  a  commission  to  hear  and  de- 
termine the  controversy  between  the  States  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Connecticut,  relative  to  a  dispute  of  territory.  In  the 
course  of  executing  this  commission,  we  have  found  that  many 
T)ersons  are,  or  lately  have  been,  settled  on  the  lands  in  (jnes- 
tion.  Their  individual  claims  could,  in  no  instance,  come  l)e- 
fore  us,  not  being  in  the  line  of  our  apnointinent.  We  beg 
leave  to  declare  to  your  Excellency,  that  we    think   the   situa- 
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tion  of  these  people  well  deserves  the  notice  of  goverument. 
The  dispute  has  long  subsisted.  It  may  haje  produced  heats 
and  animosities  among  those  living  on  or  near  the  country  in 
contest,  and  some  imprudences  may  take  pltice,  and  draw  after 
them  the  most  unfavorable  consequences. 

With  all  deference,  therefore,  w*!  would  suggest  to  your  Ex- 
cellency and  council,  whether  it  would  not  be  best  to  adopt 
some  reasonable  measures  to  prevent  any,  the  least,  disorder 
or  misunderstanding  among  them,  and  to  continue  things  m 
tile  present  peaceable  posture  until  proper  steps  can  he  taken 
to  decide  the  controversy  respecting  the  private  right  of  soil  in 
the  mode  prescribed  by  tlie  confederation.  We  doubt  not 
an  early  proclamation  from  the  Executive  of  Pennsylvania 
would  have  all  necessary  good  effects,  and  we  feel  ourselves 
happy  in  the  fullest  confidence  that  every  means  will  be 
adopted  or  acquiesced  in  by  the  State  to  render  the  settle- 
ment of  this  dispute  complete  and  satisfactory,  as  far  as  may 
be,  to  all  concerned. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respec^, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient. 

And  humble  servants, 

Wm.  Whipple. 

Welcome  Arnold. 

W.  C.  Houston. 

David  Brearly." 
.    President  Dickinson. 


JAMES  TILGHMAN  TO  THE  ATTOR>'EY  GE^^ERAL. 

November  11,  1782. 
Sin  :  The  Commissicmers  appointed  by  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania to  contest  the  dispute  concerning  the  Boundary  of  this 
State  with  Connecticut,  having  thought  the  Indian  Deeds 
made  to  the  proprietors  of  the  province  would  absolutely  be 
necessary,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  sent  for  me  to  en- 
quire if  they  had  been  delivered  to  me.  to  which  I  had  to  reply 
in  the  negative,  and  being  asked  if  I  knew  in  whose  possession 
they  were,  I  answered  I  thought  in  Mr.  Penns  ;  upon  which  an 
order  of  Council  was  made,  that  I  should  apply  for  and  receive 
the  same  from  him.  but  upon  my  giving  application  to  him  he 
declared   he  had  them  not.  neither  did  he  know  where  they 
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were,  except  you  or  Mr.  Physick  had  them.  Mr.  Physick  says 
he  knows  not  where  they  are.  Mr.  Penn,  upon  considering 
that  his  own  interest  as  well  as  the  public  is  concerned,  seems 
desirous  that  the  Deeds  should  be  produced  at  the  Tryal,  which 
is  to  begin  this  weeli  at  Trenton,  and  judges  that  you  have 
them  or  know  where  they  may  be  found. 

I  remember  upon  a  certain  occasion  when  you  and  I  were 
in  your  room  where  the  chests  of  the  Land  OflBce  were  put, 
tliat  you  missed  the  Trunk  containing  the  Indian  Deeds,  but 
in  a  few  days  afterward  told  me  that  you  had  found  tlie  Trunk, 
and  I  think  said  they  were  at  Mr.  Penn's. 

As  there  are  several  papers  of  the  Land  Office  put  with  your 
private  papers  which  remained  in  your  house  at  the  time  your 
Son  delivered  me  the  chests,  as  mentioned  in  your  letter  at 
that  time,  if  you  possibly  can  come  up  and  Separate  them  it 
will  be  to  the  advantage  of  Several  people  whose  claims  and 
titles  depend  on  some  of  those  papers.  But  I  do  most  earnestly 
request  that  the  Indian  Deeds  be  delivered,  as  they  must  at  all 
events  be  had  upon  the  Tryal,  and  I  believe  Mr.  Penn  desires 
they  may  be  delivered  at  this  time  and  put  on  Record,  after 
which  it  may  be  easily  settled  in  whose  possession  the  originals 
should  remain. 

I  should  not  now  have  troubled  you  on  this  occasion,  having 
heard  of  your  trouble,  but  from  the  great  urgency  and  nec- 
essity of  the  matter. 

Tour  Compliance  will  oblige  all  concerned  as  well  as 
Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

James  Tilghman. 


JUDGE  GRIFFIN  TO  PRESIDENT  DICKINSON. 

•        Trentox,  January  1,  1783. 

Sir:  Being  upon  a  tour  of  duty  in  the  line  of  my  office,  1 
had  not  the  pleasure  of  reading  your  letter  until  yesterday. 

Before  the  commissioners  determined  that  important  contest 
between  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,  it  was  agreed  : 

1st.  That  the  reasons  for  the  determination  should  never  be 
given. 

2d.  That  the  minority  should  concede  the  determination  as 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  court. 

No  doubt  sufficient   reasons  appeareil   to  us  to  adopt  tliese 
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preliminary  poinrs.  Whether  strictly  justifiable,  or  at  present 
-would  be  adopted,  I  will  not  undertake  to  say.  Perhaps  a 
different  course  might  be  pursued  ;  but  this  I  -will  undertake 
to  say,  that  no  court  ever  met  and  decided  a  great  question 
less  subject  to  partiality  or  corruption,  or  in  which  more  can- 
dor and  freedom  of  debate  were  exercised. 

As  you  seem  to  suppose,  I  do  not  know  in  what  manner  the 
jurisdiction  might  be  considered  if  tried  again,  and  especially 
since  a  number  of  important  discoveries  have  been  made,  and 
a  mass  of  evidence  can  now  be  produced  which  was  not  known 
at  that  time.  But  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that  the  commissioners 
were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  private  right  of  soil 
should  not  be  affected  by  the  decision.  The  decision  was  not 
to  reach  the  question  of  property  in  the  soil. 

We  recommend  very  strongly,  derived  from  legal  and  politi- 
cal grounds,  that  the  settlers  should  be  quieted  in  all  their 
claims,  by  an  act  of  the  Pennsylvania  Assembly  ;  and  that  the 
right  of  soil,  if  I  recollect  truly,  as  derived  from  Connecticut, 
should  be  held  sacred.  Such,  however,  I  am  certain,  was  the 
opinion  of  the  individuals  who  composed  that  court. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  humble  servant, 

Ctrus  Griffix. 

To  President  Dickinson. 


PROCLAMATION   CONCERNINGf   THE   DECREE  AT 
TRENTON. 


A  Proclamation. 

Whereas,  The  Court  of  Commissioners,  constituted  and 
declared  by  the  L'nited  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  to  hear 
and  finally  determine  the  controversy  between  this  State  and 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  respecting  sundry  lands  lying  within 
the  northern  boundary  of  this  State,  having  heard  the  said 
States  respectively  thereupon,  proceeded  on  the  thirtieth  day 
of  December  last,  to  give  judgment  in  the  words  following,  to 
wit  : 

We  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  State  of  Connecti- 
cut has  no  right  to  the  lands  in  controversy.  We  are  also 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  the  jurisdiction  and  preemption 
of  all  the  territory  lying  within  the  charter  boundary  of  Penn- 
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sylvcinia,  and    now  claimed  hy  the  State  of  Connecticut,  do  of 
right  belong  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

We  have  thought  fit  to  make  known  and  proclaim,  and  do 
hereby  make  known  and  proclaim  the  same,  and  we  do  hereby 
charge,  enjoin,  and  require  all  persons  whatsoever,  and  more 
especially  such  person  and  persons  who,  under  the  authority 
or  countenance  of  the  late  Colony,  now  State  of  Connecticut, 
either  before  or  since  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  have 
entered  upon  and  settled  lands  within  the  bounds  of  this  State, 
to  take  notice  of  the  said  judgment,  an<l  j^ay  due  obedience  to 
the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth. 

And  Whereas,  There  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  animosities  and 
resentments  which  may  have  arisen  between  the  people,  who 
under  the  authority  or  countenance  of  the  said  late  Colony, 
now  State  of  Connecticut,  as  aforesaid,  have  made  settlements 
within  the  bounds  of  this  State  ;  and  the  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania who  claim  the  lands  whereon  such  settlements  have  been 
made,  may  induce  some  of  the  latter  to  endeavor  to  gain  pos- 
session of  the  said  lands  by  force  and  violence,  contrary  to  law 
whereby  the  peace  of  the  State  may  be  endangered  and  individ- 
uals greatly  injured,  we  do  hereby  strictly  charge,  enjoin  all 
persons  whatsoever, to  forbear  molesting,  or  in  anywise  disturb- 
ing any  person  or  persons,  who,  under  the  authority  or  counte- 
nance of  the  late  Colony,  now  State  of  Connecticut,  as  afore- 
said, have  settled  lands  within  the  bounds  of  this  State  until 
the  Legislature  or  courts  of  justice  shall  have  made  laws  or 
passed  judgment  in  such  case  as  to  right  and  justice  may  ap- 
pear to  belong,  as  such  persons  offending  therein  shall  answer 
to  the  contrary  at  their  peril.  And  we  do  hereby  charge,  en- 
join and  require,  all  judges,  justices,  sheriffs,  and  other  peace 
officers,  to  use  their  authority  to  prevent  offenses,  and  to 
punish,  according  to  law,  all  offenses  committed,  or  to  be  com- 
mitted, against  any  of  the  people  so  as  aforesaid  settled  under 
the  authority  or  countenance  of  the  said  late  Colony,  now 
State  of  Connecticut,  as  aforesaid,  on  lands  within  this  State, 
and  who  pay  due  obedience  to  the  laws  thereof,  as  in  case  of 
like  offenses  against  any  of  the  citizens  of  this  State. 

Given  in  Council,  under  the  hand  of  the  President  and  the 
seal  of  the  State,  at  Philadelphia,  this  sixth  day  of  January,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
three. 

JoH^"  Dickinson. 
Attest  : 
T'Y  Matlack.    Secretari/. 

Gfod  save  the  Commonwealth. 
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THE  ACT  OF  178:5  TO  STAY  PROCEEDINGS. 


An  act  to  prevent  and  stay  suits  from  being  brought  against  the 
inhabitants  of  Wyoming  during  the  time  therein  vientioiied  : 

Whereas,  Commissioners  duly  authorized  and  appointed, 
agreeable  to  the  ninth  article  of  the  Confederation  of  the 
United  States,  to  hear  and  determine  the  controversy  between 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut have  adjudged  and  decreed,  that  the  jurisdiction  and  pre- 
emption of  all  the  territory  lying  within  the  charter  l)oundary 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  claimed  by  the  State  of  Connecticut,  do 
of  right  belong  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania: 

And  whereas,  This  House,  taking  into  consideration  the  sit- 
uation of  the  present  settlers  under  the  late  claim  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  at  that  part  of  Wyoming  eastward  and  north- 
wanl  of  Nescopeck  Falls,  on  the  East  Branch  of  Susquehanna, 
have  agreed  to  send  commissioners  to  make  inquiry  into  the 
cases  of  the  said  settlers,  and  to  encourage,  as  much  as  possi- 
ble, reasonable  and  friendly  compromises  between  the  parties 
claiming,  and,  therefore,  it  is  highlv  improper  that  any  pro- 
ceedings at  law  should  be  had  for  tlie  recovery  of  any  lands  or 
tenements  during  the  Faid  inquiry  ; 

Be  it  therefore  enacted,  d-c. ,  That  every  writ  and  process  what- 
ever granted,  or  issued,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  granted  or 
issued  for  any  o-wner  or  owners,  claimant  or  claimants,  against 
any  person  being  now  an  inhabitant  on  said  lands  at  Wyom- 
ing, in  order  to  dispossess  any  of  the  said  inhabitants  or  set- 
tlers of  the  lands  or  tenements  in  his,  her,  or  their  occupancy, 
shall  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  declared  to  be  stayed,  and 
on  motion,  all  further  proceedings  thereon  shall  be  quashed 
by  the  court  to  which  such  writ  shall  be  returnable,  until  the 
report  of  the  said  Commissioners  shall  be  laid  before  this 
House,  and  order  shall  be  taken  thereupon. 

And  be  it  further  enacted  by  tJie  authority  aforesaid.  That  this 
act  shall  be  and  continue  in  force  until  the  end  of  the  next  sitt- 
ing of  Greneral  Assembly,  and  no  longer. 
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RESOLCTTION  OF  THE  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 

State  of  Pexxsylvania, 
!>'  General  assembly, 
Friday,  .lanuaiy  30,  1784.  A.  M. 

TliH  report  of  the  committee,  read  yesterday,  on  the  petition 
of  divers  inhabitants  of  Wyoming  was  read  the  second  time  as, 
follows,  viz : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Shepherd  and  others,  inhabitants  of  Wyoming,  beg  leave  to 
offer  the  following  report : 

That  they  find  upon  careful  examination,  that  the  following 
of  the  said  petitions,  viz.,  Simon  Spalding,  Samuel  Shepherd, 
Joseph  Hageraan,  Nathaniel  Davenport,  Charles  Lyons.  Daniel 
Whitney,  Joseph  Elliot,  Solomon  Perkins,  the  Heirs  of  Chris- 
topher Cartwright,  jointly  ;  Stephen  Fuller,  Asell  Burnham, 
Preserved  Cooley,  William  Stark,  Isaac  Baldwin  and  I^awrence 
Myers  are  within  the  description  of  persons  entitled  to  a  rea- 
sonable compensation  in  lands  within  the  boundaries  of  this 
State,  agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  the  HonoraVile  Assembly  of  this 
§tate,of  tlie  second  of  September  last.  — Your  committee,  tliere- 
fore,  offer  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  be  hereby 
authorized  and  required  to  deliver  to  each  of  the  above  named 
persons,  viz.,  Simon  Spalding,  Samuel  Shepherd,  Joseph  Hage- 
man,  Nathaniel  Davenport,  Charles  Jjyons,  Daniel  Whitney, 
Joseph  Elliot,  Solomon  Perkins,  the  Heirs  of  Christopher 
Cartwright,  jointly  ;  Stephen  Fuller,  Asell  Burnhau', Preserved 
Cooley,  William  Stark,  Isaac  Baldwin,  and  Lawrence  Myers, 
Certificates  under  the  seal  of  liis  office,  importing  that  each  of 
them  are  entitled  to  three  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  l)e  located 
any  where  within  the  purchased  and  unappropriated  parts  of 
the  County  of  Northampton  and  Northumberland,  and  that 
the  Surveyor  General  be  authorised  and  required  to  direct 
copies  of  the  said  certiticates  to  any  of  the  Deputy  Surveyors 
of  the  said  counties,  at  the  request  of  the  party,  in  order  to  the 
final  confirmation  of  the  said  lands,  which  :xre  to  be  free  of 
purchase  money  on  i)ayment  of  the  fees  of  oflRce  only. 

And  on  the  question  "  'Will  the  Hotise  adopt  the  foi-egoing  re- 
poTtf  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  considerable  ma- 
jority, and  the  report  adopted. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 

J.  Shalh:s, 

Assistant  Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 


636  MISCELLANEOUS   PAPERS. 

Pursuant  to  the  foregoing  Resolve  I  liave  made  out  Certifi- 
cates to  the  .several  persons  therein  named  in  tlie  Form  follow- 
ing, viz.  : 

Pexxsylvania  La^'d  Office,  ss  : 

I  do  hereby  Certify  that  by  virtue  of  a  Resolution  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  30th  day  of 

January  last,  a  Copy  of  which   is   entered  ni  my  office, , 

A.  B.  is  entitled  to  have  surveyed  to  him  8U0  acres  of  land 
-within  the  purchased  parts  of  the  Counties  of  Northampton 
and  Northumberland  not  already  appropriated,  and  on  Return 
of  the  survey  to  a  patent  of  Confirmation  in  the  usual  Forms 
of  the  Land  Office,  agreeable  to  the  said  Resolve.  In  Witness 
whereof  T  have  hereto  set  my  Hand  and  seal  of  office  this  2d 
day  of  February,  A,  D.  1784. 

David  Kennedy, 
Secretary  of  the  Land  Offlcb. 


MEMORIAL  OF  MARTIN  AND  FRANKLIN. 

Philadelphia,  5//;  ApriU  1784. 
To  the  Honorable  the  President,  the  Vice  President   and  Execu- 
tive Council  of  Pennsylvania  : 

The  Memorial  of  Robert  Martin  and  John  Franklin  on  behalf 
of  the  distressed  People  of  Wyoming  humbly  sheweth  : 

That  on  the  15th  of  March  last  the  River  Susquehanna  rose 
into  a  flood  exceeding  all  Degrees  ever  before  known,  that  its 
rise  was  so  sudden  as  to  give  no  time  to  guard  against  its  Mis- 
chief ;  that  it  Swept  away  about  One  hundred  and  fifty  Houses, 
with  all  the  provisions.  House  furniture,  farming  Tocls  and 
Cattle  of  the  Owners,  and  gave  but  just  opportunity  for  the  In- 
habitants to  fly  for  their  Lives  to  the  high  Ground;  that  by 
this  dreadful  Calamity  One  Thousand  Persons  are  left  de.sti- 
tute  of  Provisions,  Cloathing  and  every  means  of  Life,  and  to 
add  to  the  Calamity  the  Winter  Crop  of  Grain  on  the  Ground 
is  so  harrowed  up  by  the  Ice  as  to  be  nearly  ruined.  Their  de- 
ploral)le  Case  was  laid  before  the  late  Assembly  for  their  con- 
sideration, but  they  Adjourned  without  taking  any  resolution 
thereon. 

Your  Memorialists  therefore  ]>ray  that  these  suffering  People 
may  be  recommended  to  publick  Charity  or  such  other  method 
for  their  relief  may  be  adopted,  as  your  Avisdom  shall  devise, 
and  your  Memorialists  shall  ever  pray. 

Robert  Martix. 
John-  Franklin. 
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WYOMING  CONTESTANTS. 


List  of  the  Men  who 


Luke  Brodhead. 
James  Melvin. 
Daniel  McLaskey. 
Joseph  Cavana. 
Joseph  Marshal. 
Ahm.  Courtright. 
Elisha  Courtiight. 
John  Courtright. 
Ezekel  Schoonover. 
Peter  Cousau. 
Samuel  Vangorder. 
Enos  Handle. 
Lawrence  Kinney. 
Garret  Shoemaker,  Jun. 
Jacob  Tilberrj'. 
Abm.   Tilberry. 
Peter  Stagg. 
.Jacob  Cramer. 
Jacob  Klyne. 
David  McCartney. 
John  Lasley. 
Robert  Clark. 
Gabriel  Ogden. 
George  Tanner,  Jun. 
Joseph  Montaney. 
James  Covert. 
John  Potman. 
James  Johnston. 
Ephraim  Van  Or  man. 
Isaac  Van  Orman. 
John  Van  Orman. 
Henry  Winn. 
Obediah  Walker. 
Wyoming,  August  8,  1784 


have  been    shtit  up   in   the   Qarrison   at 
Wyoming. 

Jacob  Woodcock. 
Richard  Woodcock 
James  Culver. 
Isaiah  Culver. 
Preserved  Cooley. 
Peter  Taylor. 
Silas  Taylor. 
Ebenezer  Taylor. 
Benjamin  Hiilman. 
William  Sims. 
William  McKinney. 
William  Miller. 
John  Hillmann. 
Alexander  Hoover. 
Abm.  Hammond. 
Alexander  Strickland. 
Jacob  Van  Horn. 
George  Yoman. 
John  Pinsell. 
Daniel  Swartz. 
Joseph  Biggers. 
John  Boreland. 
George  Tanner. 
Edward  Cavana 
Garratt  Shoemaker. 
James  Stagg. 
Richard  Savage. 
Lawrence  Osbourne.  ^ 
Patrick  Dunlevey. 
Joseph  King. 
Nicholas  Brink. 
Juba. 


ess 
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Zist  of  those  icho  had  Entend  £t:ii  lo  answer  at  the  Supret7ie 
Court  to  their  Indictments  for  disposi>€ssing  Yankee  SetiUrs  in 
2Iau.  17S4. 


Ebenezer  Taylor. 
Si  la*  Taylor. 
Joseph  Matania. 
Samuel  Van  Gorilon. 
Hehue<  Viui  Crordon. 
Jiiiue?  Brink. 
John  Cortright. 
Beujiiiuiu  Hillmfiu. 
Martin  Tidd. 
Paniel  Swarrz. 
Isaiah  Colver. 
James  Colver. 
Isaac  Clinkeioos. 
Joseph  Solomon. 
Ezekiel  Schoonover. 
Henry  Brink. 
Tunis  Co<">berr. 
William  Brink. 
John  Borlen. 


Abr"m  Van  Cortright. 
Ehsha  Cortright. 
BenaiJ2ih  Monday. 
Jacob  Tilghbury. 
Henry  Shoemaker. 
Aniirew  Henderson. 
John  Seely. 
Alexander  Patterson. 
Si\nuiel  Reed. 
B.  W.  Ball. 
Luke  Brodhead. 
LaArreuce  Kiune^y. 
Preserved  Cooley. 
Robert  Biggars. 
LTabriel  Ogden. 
Diivid  Ogden. 
Jacob  Kline. 
Rudolph  Litz. 
William  McDonnald. 


"List  of  AMdar-its  taken  at  Wtjoming.  17^."    J}epredaiwns  and 

threats  at  Wvomino  against  Penmi/lrania  Clmmants. 
Abm  Goodwin.  Catherine  Sims. 

Jonathan  Marsh.  Lois  King. 

Anthony  Benscoto.  Hannah  Schoonhover. 

Mary  Korly.  Isaac  Taylor. 

John  King.  Mary  Long. 

Eiiz-  Van  Orman.  John  Cary. 

Garrit  Shoemaker.  John  Craven. 


Concerning  the  Attack  at  Lo('H.>f  HUl. 


Charles  Monro. 
Eliphalet  Emnion». 


Silence  Emmons. 
John  Patnors. 


Attack  on  the  Garrison  at  Wf/oming. 
Brink  iS:  Van  Gordon.  PameUa  Taylor. 

Heury  Burney.  Catharine  Cortright. 

Leah  Vangardner.  William  Hartman. 

James  Lardner.  Samuel  Karr. 
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"100  PERSONS  DROVE  FROM  WYOMING." 

[Such  is, the  significant  heading  of  a  document  which  appears 
to  have  no  date.     It  was  probably  1784.     See  prior  lists.J 

A  Hit  of  those  plundered  and  drove  from  Wi/oming  lohich  did 
9wt  take  up  arms  against  the  Counecticut  Claimanls. 

Benjamin  Morris. 
Christian  Cress. 
Abraham  Lane. 

Corie,  from  a  place  called  Kingston,  and  a  Connecticut 

claimant. 
James  Hillman. 
Benjamin  Lewis. 
John  Tillghbury. 
Davi«l  Brewster. 
The  Widow  Hallet 
Samuel  Randol. 
James  Chambers. 
Gisbert  Vangorden. 
John  Lanterman. 
William  Swarts. 
Nicholas  Brink. 
Jonathan  Mash. 

Sheldon. 

Abraham  Vought. 
Ebenezer  Tayor. 

Land  en. 

James  Stag. 


A  list  of  the  inhabitants  which  was  plundered  and  ordered  oft 
the  ground  on  pain  of  Death,  and  their  houses  burned  ovei 
their  heads;  but  are  remaining  at  Wyoming. 

George  Charles. 

John  Courtright. 

Catharine  Brink  (widowi. 

Thomas  Brink  (plundered  last  week). 

Michael  Scott. 

Jacobus  Bnnnescoto. 

Joseph  Vanorman. 

Ebenezer  Earl, 
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Charles  Biiifliaiii. 
Samuel  Karr. 
Abraliaui  Smitli. 
Daniel  Haiii. 
James  Earl. 


ACTION  OF  THE  COUNCIL  OF  CENSORS— 1784. 

Ix  CoTXCiL  OF  CE^*soRS,  September  11,  1784. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  that  the  decree  made  at 
Trenton  early  in  1783,  between  the  State  of  Connecticut  and 
this  Commonwealth,  concerning  the  territorial  right  of  both, 
was  favorable  to  Pennsylvania.  It  likewise  promised  the  hap- 
piest consequences  to  the  confederacy,  as  an  example  was 
thereby  set,  of  two  contending  sovereignties  adjusting  their 
differences  in  a  court  of  justice,  instead  of  involving  them- 
selves, and  perhaps  their  confederates,  in  war  and  bloodshed. 
It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  happy  event  was  not  im- 
proved on  the  part  of  this  State,  as  it  might  have  been ;  that 
the  persons  claiming  lands  at  and  near  Wyoming,  occupied  by 
the  emigrants  from  Connecticut, now  become  subjects  of  Penn- 
sylvania, were  not  left  to  prosecute  their  claims,  in  their  pro- 
per course,  without  the  intervention  of  the  Legislature ;  that 
a  body  of  troops  was  enlisted,  after  the  Indian  war  had  ceased, 
and  the  civil  government  had  been  established,  and  stationed 
at  Wyoming,  for  no  other  apparent  purpose  than  that  of  pro- 
moting the  interest  of  the  claimants  under  the  former  grants 
of  Pennsylvania ;  that  these  troops  were  kept  up  and  continued 
there,  without  the  license  of  Congress,  in  violation  of  the  con- 
federation ,  that  they  were  suffered,  without  restraint,  to  in- 
jure and  oppress  the  neighboring  inhabitants,dnring  the  course 
of  the  last  winter ;  that  the  injuries  done  to  these  people  excited 
the  compassion  and  the  interposition  of  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut, who  thereupon  demanded  of  Congress  another  hearing, 
in  Older  to  investigate  the  private  claims  of  the  settlers  at 
"Wyoming,  formerly  inhabitants  of  New  England,  who,  from 
this  instance  of  partiality,  in  the  army,  might  have  been  led 
to  distrust  the  justice  of  the  State,  when,  in  the  meantime, 
numbers  of  these  soldiers  and  other  disorderly  persons,  in  a 
most  violent  and  inhuman  manner,  expelled  the  New  England 
settlers  before  mentioned,  from  their  habitations,  and  drove 
them   towards  the   Delaware,  through   unsettled  and   almost 
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impassable  ways,  leaving  these  unhappy  outcasts  to  suffer  every 
species  of  distress;  that  this  armed  force,  stationed,  as  afore- 
said, at  Wyoming,  as  far  as  we  can  see,  withour  any  public  ad- 
vantage in  view,  has  cost  the  Commonwealth  the  sum  of  £4,400, 
and  upwards,  for  the  bare  levying,  providing  and  paying  them, 
besides  other  expenditures  of  public  money  ;  that  the  authorit  j" 
for  embodying  these  troops  was  given  privately,  and  unknown 
to  the  good  people  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same  being  directed 
by  a  mere  resolve  of  the  late  House  of  Assembly,  brought  in 
and  read  the  first  time  on  Monday,  September  22,  1783,  when, 
ou  motion,  and  by  special  order,  the  same  was  read  a  second 
time,  and  adopted  ;  tiiat  the  putting  this  resolve  on  the  secret 
journals  of  the  House,  and  concealing  it  from  the  public  after 
the  war  with  the  savages  had  ceased,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Wyoming  had  submitted  to  the  government  of  the  State,  suffi- 
ciently marks  and  fixes  the  clandestine  and  partial  intent 
of  the  armament,  no  such  caution  having  l^een  thought  nec- 
essary, in  defense  of  the  northern  frontiers,  during  the  late 
war ;  and,  lastly,  we  regret  the  fatal  example  which  this  tran- 
saction has  set,  of  private  persons,  at  least  equally  able  with 
their  opponent^,  to  maintain  their  own  cause,  procuring  the 
influence  of  the  Commonwealth  in  their  behalf,  and  the  aid 
of  the  public  treasury  ;  the  opprobiiim  which  has  from  hence 
resulted  to  the  State,  a,nd  the  dissatisfaction,  and  prospect  of 
dissentions,  now  existing  with  one  of  our  sister  States;  th^ 
violation  of  the  confederation,  and  the  injury  done  to  such 
of  the  Pennsylvania  claimants  of  land  at  Wyoming,  occupied 
as  aforesaid,  as  have  given  no  countenance  to,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, have  disavowed  these  extravagant  proceedings.  In 
short,  we  lament  that  our  Government  has,  in  this  business, 
manifested  little  wisdom  or  foresight,  nor  have  acted  as  the 
guardians  of  the  rights  of  the  people  committed  to  their  care. 
Impressed  with  the  multiplied  evils  which  have  sprung  from 
the  improvident  management  of  this  business,  we  hold  it  up 
to  censure,  to  prevent,  ii  possible,  any  further  instances  of  bad 
government,  which  might  involve  and  distract  our  new  formed 
nation. 


DAVID  MEAD  TO  THE  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL. 

WiOMiXG,  February  6,  1785.  ' 
Gkntlkmex  :  I  Lament  that  I  have  Occasion  to  address  you 
on  the  affair  of  this  unhappy  part  of  the  state.     I  have  delayed 
writing   until    all  hopes  of  establishing  anv  kind  of  Order  is 
41— Vol.  XVIII. 
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Vanished.  It  is  True  that  Irregularities  have  been  Commitetl 
by  many  of  the  Pennsylvanians  against  the  Connecticut  Claim- 
ant!;. But  great  care  has  been  taken  that  the  Offenders  are 
Generally  Prossecuted  with  severity,  and  the  Courts  of  Justice 
are  yet  Open.  And  unwaried  pains  has  been  taken  to  Convince 
those  Claimants  of  the  Determined  Honour  and  Justice  of  the 
State  to  afford  them  every  Restitution  in  the  Reach  of  the  Law, 
But  all  to  no  purpose,  who  have  descended  to  Commit  almost 
every  kind  of  disorder,  and  bid  defyance  to  Government,  so 
that  the  exercise  of  the  Civil  Authority  is  altogether  Imprac- 
ticable. They  have  appointed  Two  or  three  Different  Commit- 
tees to  Transact  Different  kinds  of  Business  for  the  Promotion 
of  their  Designs.  They  have  formed  thsir  Malitia,  appointed 
Field  and  Other  Officers  in  Contempt  of  the  State;  many  In- 
offensive Families  are  now  under  Orders  Immediately  to  move 
away  or  their  Effects  to  be  made  a  Reprisal  of.  Therefore,  as 
a  Citizen  and  Servant  of  Government  I  am  Obliged  to  Claim 
your  Protection  and  Support,  and  am  in  the  meantime.  Gen- 
tlemen, with  the  greatest  Respect, 

your  juost  Humble  Servant, 

David  Mead. 

N.  B. — The  Inclosed  Deposition  of  the  Shawnea  Township 
Constable,  who  was  Elected  l)y  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Town- 
sliip,  in  Consequence  of  an  Order  Issued  by  Mr.  Martin  and 
myself,  which  was  most  likely  to  take  with  the  people  and  re- 
move doubts  than  otherwise,  so  that  every  Indeavour  seems 
fruitless.  The  Constable  of  Stoke  Township  is  now  out  of  the 
place,  who  made  report  some  days  ago  nearly  Coroborating 
with  this  Deposition,  but  not  taken  in  form,  therefore  Omited. 
However  the  Express  can  give  some  Information,  who  is  a  Gen- 
tlemen of  Candor  and  Deliberation. 

D.  M. 

Please  to  reimbarse  the  Express  for  his  Expjenses. 


Northumberland  County,  ss: 

Personally  appeared  before  me  the  subscribers,  one  of  the 
Justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  said  County,  Thomas  Parks, 
Constable  of  Shawnea  Township,  who  being  duly  sworn,  doth 
depose  and  say  that  on  the  first  day  of  February,  Inst.,  in  the 
Execution  of  his  Office,  he  attempted  to  Seize  Two  Men,  viz., 
Daniel  Earl  and  Henry  Vest,  for  having  Stolen  goods  in  their 
Possession,  and  Called  upon  a  house  full  of  People  for  his  assist- 
ance, but  instead  thereof  was  much  beat  and  abused,  and  the 
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authority  of  the  State,  without  Respect,  Damned  ;  that  after 
Telling  the  People  he  was  a  Sworn  Constable  and  must  do  his 
duty,  that  their  Contempt  of  authority  would  be  attended  with 
bad  Consequences,  they  Repeated  their  disrespectful  Language 
of  the  State  and  its  Laws,  Damning  both ;  that  this  present 
day  he  attempted  to  Disperse  a  Riot  and  Robery,  and  Seize  the 
Offenders,  but  was  notable;  that  his  Brains  has  Repeatedly 
been  Thretned  to  be  blowed  out  if  he  served  Process.,  so  that 
he  is  not  able  to  do  his  duty,  and  further  sayth  not. 

Thomas  Park. 
Sworn  and  Subscribed  before  me,  February  5,  1785, 

David  Mkad. 


JOSEPH  GARDNER  TO  JOHN  BAYARD. 


New  York,  Fehriiary  7,  1785. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  received  one  of  your  favours  since  my  arrival 
here,  and  have  wrote  you  stating  that  Connecticut  has  revived 
the  old  dispute  about  Wyoming  A  copy  of  their  papers  I 
have  transmitted  to  council,  which  doubtless  will  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Assembly  for  their  deliberation  very  soon  after  meet- 
>ing. 

Mr.  Henry's  arrival  with  the  copies  of  the  Proceedings  of 
the  State  in  this  affair  has  anticipated  my  request  that  you 
would  furnish  us  with  them.  The  council  having  done  this 
fully,  except  such  as  relates  to  the  proceedings  of  the  last  Su- 
preme Court  at  Northumberland  and  Easton. 

These  may  be  necessary,  at  least  so  far  as  they  were  published 
in  one  of  the  Philadelphia  papers  about  a  month  ago.  A  few 
days  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Henry  this  matter  was  taken  up 
as  the  order  of  the  day,  when  we,  without  difficulty,  had  it 
postponed,  sine  die,  and  hope  it  will  give  time  to  the  Ijegisla- 
ture  to  deliberate  in  such  a  manner  as  will  give  mutual  satis- 
faction to  the  parties,  and  do  complete  justice. 

By  all  that  we  can  learn  from  the  delegates  of  Connecticut 
she  has  no  serious  intentions  of  prosecuting  this  dispute  as  a 
State,  any  more  than  merely  to  patronize  her  citizens  (the 
Wyoming  settlers)  in  their  claim  of  soil,  and  even  that  feebly, 
as  Dr.  Johnson  has  told  us  that  ho  neither  v/ishes,  nor  can  pro- 
ceed  in   the  dispute  till  he  receives  further  instructions,  and 
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that   he   expects  an  agent  or  agents  from  the  settlers,  and  not 
the  State. 

How  far  the  decree  at  Trenton  has  decided  the  right  of  soil, 
as  well  as  Jurisdiction,  is  a  question  that  professional  Lawyers 
may  differ  in  very  much.  We  think  that  both  have  been  de- 
termined fully. 

There  is  evidently  two  parts  in  the  decision,  viz.,  the  Lands  in 
dispute,  and  Jurisdiction,  both  Judged  to  be  in  Pennsylvania 
by  the  Court  at  Trenton.  If  this  matter  comes  to  be  seriously 
debated  in  Congress,  you  must  see  the  necessity  ot  having  an 
ao-ent  or  agents  of  professional  knowledge  of  Law  to  combat 
Dr.  Johnson. 

Hitherto  we  have  not  been  able  to  finish  the  business  of  ap- 
pointing the  additional  commissioners  for  settling  and  liqui- 
dating the  public  accounts,  although  a  report  has  been  on 
the  table  many  days,  agreeable  to  the  intention  of  the  Law, 
which  we  hope  will  be  completed  in  a  few  days. 

The  Report  is  a  general  one,  comprehending  every  State  hav- 
ing large  unsettled  accounts  with  the  Publick,  and  when  re- 
solved upon  we  will  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  forwarding. 
If  it  don't  arrive  in  time  I  wish  the  operation  of  the  Law  could 
be  suspended  a  few  days  longer,  that  we  may  have  the  credit 
of  being  Federal  in  our  measures. 

A  British  Packet  arrived  at  the  Hook  on  Thursday,  but  the 
mail  was  not  brought  to  the  city  till  Saturday  evening  last.  A 
Report  prevails  that  Ihe  Dutch  and  the  Emperor  have  settled 
their  dispute.  No  particulars,  nor  is  it  generally  believed,  but 
it  is  probable  that  the  winter  may  afford  an  opportunity  ot 
negociating  and  perliaps  terminating  them. 

We  lodge  together  since  Mr.  Henry's  arrival,  and  though  not 
the  most  comfortable,  or  at  a  very  high  rate,  which,  together 
with  fire,  candle,  liquors,  &c.,  amount  to  more  than  we  had 
any  reason  to  apprehend. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Sir,  your  very  humble 

and  (Obedient  Servants, 

William  Henrt, 
Joseph  Gardner. 
To  John  Bayarb,  Esq., 

Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly,  Philadelphia. 
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REPLY  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  ASSEMBLY. 

[The  letter  of  the  Committee  of  Settlers  at  Wyoming  to  the 
Assembly  has  not  been  found.] 

To  Colonel  Zebulon  Butler  and  others,  the  Ccmmittee  of  Settlers 
at   Wyoming: 

WrOMiNG,  May  6,  1785. 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  just  received  your  answer  to  ours  of 
this  morning,  and  were  pleased  in  reading  the  first  Paragraph, 
wherein  you  consider  an  amicable  compromise  as  near  at  hand. 
We  assure  you  we  siiall  esteem  ourselves  happy  in  accomplish- 
ing so  important  and  salutary  a  measure.  Your  answer  to  our 
first  Query  is  somewhat  satisfactory,  but  to  the  others  not  so. 
Your  answer  to  the  second  is,  that  there  never  has  been  any 
Civil  OflQcers  "according  to  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,"  elected  in  this  settlement  since  the  Decree  of 
Trenton.  We  are  sorry  to  differ  from  you  on  this  head,  and 
although  we  believe  that  many  who  were  not  Freeholders  did 
vote,  yet  we  must  contend  there  were  Freeholders  who  did 
vote,  and  that  the  said  election  was  in  conformity  to  the  Con- 
stitution, as  appearti  by  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  who 
were  with  you  at  that  time  and  reported  to  the  Assembly  ; 
who,  therefore,  established  the  election  by  Law  passed  the  9th 
day  of  September,  1783,  in  which  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  are 
particularly  named.  We.  therefore,  think  you  are  bound,  as 
citizens  of  this  State,  to  support  them  in  the  due  exercise  of 
their  authority  until  yon  can  make  it  appear  by  a  regular 
process  before  the  propertribunal  that  theirappointment  iscon- 
trary  to  the  Constitution.  A  different  conduct  is  certainly  op- 
posing the  Laws  and  Constitution  of  this  State  ;  and  we  would 
further  observe  that  if  we  are"  rightly  informed,  many  of  the 
Connecticut  claimants  availed  themselves  of  the  authority  of 
those  Justices,  or  some  of  them  in  order  to  claim  the  reposses- 
sion of  their  houses  and  lots  agreeable  to  the  LaAv  passed  the 
15th  of  September,  '84,  Entitled  "an  act  for  the  more  speedy 
restoring  the  possession  of  certain  messuages.  Lands  and  Tene- 
ments in  Northum  land  Co.  to  the  persons  who  lately  held  the 
same."  and  were  thankful  to  them  for  the  part  they  acted 
therein. 

lour  answer  to  onr  third  inquiry  is  also  unsatisfactory.  You 
assert  that  no    peacable   inhabitant  has  been   dispossessed  of 
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Property  or  obliged  to  leave  the  settlement.  In  order  to  under- 
stand each  other  properly  we  wish  to  give  you  our  idea  of  a 
peacable  Inhabitant,  viz.,  all  those  who  held  and  were  in  pos- 
session of  lauds  or  tenements  on  the  10th  day  of  May,  178'A,  or 
the  time  you  were  violently  dispossessed,  these  people  whatever 
right  they  held  under,  were  in  the  peacable  enjoyment  of  Pro- 
perty, and  we  contend  ought  not  to  be  dispoiled  and  dispos- 
sessed, but  by  a  regular  process  at  Law.  You,  Gentlemen, 
complained  of  the  injuries  you  received  by  violence  and  illegal 
conduct,  and  will  you  the  moment  you  are  restored  by  the 
Laws  of  tne  Land,  countenance  the  same  arbitrary  and  un- 
constitutional measures  against  another  class  of  citizens  whom 
you  deem  intruders?  This  must  be  considered  as  an  opposition 
to  Law  and  good  Government.  We  are  possessed  of  a  petition 
tiigned  by  a  number  of  respectable  citizens  complaining  in  the 
most  spirited  manner  of  the  arbitrary  and  cruel  conduct  of 
certain  persons  here  in  plundering  and  banishing  the  inhabi- 
tants claiming  under  Pennsylvania,  and  this  without  any  ap- 
plication to  civil  authority.  AVe  beg  you  seriously  to  consider 
Avhere  will  this  issue  if  persisted  in. 

Your  letter  concluded  with  asking  us  two  questions.  To  the 
first  we  answer  that  however  those  people  got  possessed  of 
houses  or  Lands,  they  ought  not  to  be  dispossessed  of  them  but 
agreeable  to  Law. 

Had  the  Connecticut  claimants  prosecuted  them  for  taking 
violent  possession  we  doubt  not  that  the  Laws  would  have 
determined  the  controversy  in  a  proper  manner.  To  the  second 
we  answer. 

That  the  Legislative  body  look  upon  all  persons  residing 
within  the  chartered  bounds  of  the  State  as  citizens  thereof 
who  are  boand  to  yield  obedience  to  the  Laws,  and  who  are 
entitled  while  so  doing  to  the  Immunities  and  priviiegesgranted 
them  by  the  Constitution. 

We  have  now,  (lentlemen,  only  to  repeat  our  sincere  wishes 
that  you  will  each  one  join  heart  and  hand  to  put  a  stop  to 
further  irregularities  and  disorders,  and  that  you  would  give 
us  proper  assurances  of  your  determination  to  support  the  Laws 
and  Government  of  the  State.  This,  in  our  opinion,  is  the  only 
method  left  to  restore  peace  and  good  order  to  this  unhappy 
settlement.  And  we  doubt  not  that  uix)n  your  so  doing  you 
will  not  only  experience  immediate  benefits  yourselves,  but 
afford  real  happiness  to  many  who  are  now  suffering  under 
former  oppressions. 

We  pray  God  to  direct  yoii,  and  are,  with  due  respect,  Gen- 
tlemen, 

Yours,  «&c. 
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THE    COMMITTEE     OF     SETTLERS    AT  WYOMING    TO 
THE  ASSEMBLY. 

May  9,  1785. 

Gentlemen  :  We  received  your  answer  to  oar  Letter,  bearing 
date  the  6th  of  May,  1785,  in  which  you  say  that  our  answer 
to  your  first  Query  is  somewhat  satisfactory.  We  are  sorry  it 
was  not  entirely  satisfactory  to  you,  when  the  answer  was 
pointed,  pertinent  and  conclusive  to  your  Query  in  our  Judg- 
ment, and  without  any  equivocation.  Our  answer  to  your 
second  question  you  say  is  unsatisfactory  to  you,  because  Ave 
assert  that  there  never  have  been  any  Civil-Officers  according 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  elected  in 
their  settlement  since  the  Decree  at  Trenton.  In  this  respect 
you  say  you  must  dissent  fi-om  us,  yet  allow  in  your  letter  that 
there  were  many  who  were  not  freeholders  voted  at  the  said 
Election,  in  which  instance  you  accede  to  our  major  proposition 
that  there  never  were  any  Civil  Officers  according  to  the  Con- 
stitution elected  in  this  settlement,  because  if  there  were  many 
who  were  not  freeholders  voted  at  the  said  election  we  have 
reference  to,  then  there  were  many  at  that  election  who  voted 
in  open  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  there- 
fore made  that  election  unconstitutional  and  consequently  of 
no  avail. 

Y'ou  further  proceed  and  say  that  the  said  election  was  in  con- 
formity to  the  Constitution,  as  appears  by  the  report  of  the 
committee. 

Gentlemen,  can  a  committee  of  any  Body  of  men  make  that 
Right  which  is  in  its  nature  Rong? 

Secondly. — You  say  the  committee  reported  to  the  assembly, 
who,  in  consequence  of  that  report,  passed  a  particular  act  to 
establish  the  said  election.  If  it  was  according  to  the  Laws 
and  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  what  need  was 
there  for  that  Honorable  Body  to  pass  a  particular  act  to  es- 
tablish the  said  election  if  it  was  according  to  the  Laws  and 
Constitution  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania? 

Gentlemen,  notwithstanding  you  implicitly  acknowledge 
the  illegality  of  the  Election  of  those  magistrates,  yet  say  you 
think  we,  as  citizens  of  this  State,  are  bound  to  support  those 
magistrates.  How  can  we  be  bound  as  citizens  to  support  un- 
constitutional measures?  Gentlemen,  we  cannot  think  that 
you  would  countenance  such  an  idea  that  we.  as  citizens  of 
this  State,  are  or  were  bound  to  support  unconstitutional  mag- 
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istrates,  and  consequently  act  in  open  violation  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  State. 

Thirdly. —you  observe  that  if  you  are  rightly  informed  many 
of  the  Connecticut  Claimants  availed  themselves  of  the  author- 
ity of  those  magistrates,  or  some  of  them,  in  order  to  claim  the 
repossession  of  their  houses  and  Lots,  agreeable  to  the  La, 
passed  the  15th  of  September,  1785.  In  reply  we  bay  we  weic 
laid  under  the  necessity  of  so  doing,  because  they  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  authority  of  this  State,  and  if  we  had  not  im- 
proved that  opportunity,  we  might  have  been  kept  out  of  our 
just  possessions  another  year,  therefore,  there  was  no  othe- 
alternative  left  us  but  either  to  do  this  or  suffer  greater  evils 
and  misfortunes.  Therefore  it  was  not  a  voluntary  but  an  in- 
voluntary act  in  us;  that  is  it  was  not  free  from  constraint. 
Therefore  where  moral  agency  ceases,  all  vice  and  virtue  of  con- 
sequence cease,  and,  therefore,  that  ought  not  to  be  brought 
against  us. 

You,  Gentlemen,  observe  in  the  same  paragraft  that  we  were 
thankful  to  those  magistrates  for  the  part  they  acted  therein. 
Answer,  we  are  bound  to  be  thankful  to  Benefactors,  but  we 
ouo-ht  first  view  those  Justices  as  Benefactors  before  we  can 
be  thankful  to  them.  We  never  did  view  them  as  Benefactors, 
therefore  no  thankfulness  is  due  from  us  to  them  in  that  re- 
spect. Gentlemen,  You  say  our  answer  to  your  third  query 
is  also  unsatisfactory  because  we  asserr  that  no  Peacable  In- 
habitant have  never  been  disposed  of  their  Property  and 
obliged  to  leave  their  settlement.  Reply,  we  imagine  there  is 
great  difference  betwixt  Peacable  inhabitants  and  Rioters,  who 
in  a  most  violent  manner,  by  force  and  arms  dispossessed  the 
Connecticut  claimants  of  their  property,  and  the  authority  of 
this  State  have  dispossessed  those  Rioters  by  a  special  Act  for 
that  purpose  ;  and  now  those  Rioters  say  the  Connecticut  peo- 
ple have  dispossessed  and  spoiled  them  of  their  Property,  which 
we  deny  in  full.  You  further  say  that  you  are  possessed  of 
a  Petition  signed  by  a  number  of  respectable  inhabitants  com- 
plaining in  the  most  spirited  manner  of  the  arbitrary  and  crviel 
conduct  of  certain  persons  here  in  plundering  and  banishing 
the  inhabitants  claiming  under  Pennsylvania,  and  this  without 
making  application  to  civil  authority.  In  reply  we  say  and 
declare  that  there  have  been  a  great  number  of  inhabitants, 
or  rather  intruders,  who  pretend  to  claim  under  Pennsylvania 
title,  and  who  by  force  of  arms,  in  a  most  violent  manner,  con- 
trary to  all  Law  and  Constitution  of  all  Christinized  People, 
dispossessed  the  New  Eny:land  settlers  and  took  possession  of 
their  houses,  land  and  property  inan  hostile  manner,  and  those 
settlers  so  forcibly  dispossessed  and  plundered,  made  repeated 
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application  to  the  Legislative,  executive,  Judicial  and  Civil 
Authority  of  this  State,  praying  foi*  the  restoration  of  their 
Rights,  property  and  possessions,  agreeable  to  the  Laws  and 
Constitution  of  this  State,  and  that  the  Legislative  Body  on 
the  loth  of  September  last,  did  resolve  that  those  Settlers  so 
forcibly  dispossessed  should  Ije  reinstated.  And  we  further 
declare  that  we  do  not  know  of  any  such  persons  in  this  settle- 
ment who  pretended  a  claim  under  the  possession  title  who  have 
had  any  possessions,  except  such  as  were  obtained  by  force  of 
arms,  and  we  would  farther  say  that  we  are  informed  by  the 
best  authority,  and  know  it  to  be  a  truth,  that  a  great  num- 
ber, if  not  all  of  those  persons  who  complain  of  being  plundered 
and  banished  by  the  Connecticut  Settlers  are  those  same  per- 
sons who  expeled  us  from  our  possessions,  robbed  us  of  our  pro- 
perty, &c.,  and  then  finding  that  the  Laws  of  the  State  rela- 
tive to  forcible  entry  and  detaining  was  likely  to  operate  against 
them,  fied  from  the  Laws  of  their  country,  took  of  there  own 
Property  and  a  considerable  i)art  of  ours.  What  part  of  our 
property  they  were  obliged  to  leave  behind  has  since  fallen 
into  our  hands,  and  yet  those  villains  say  we  have  robed  and 
plundered  them  of  their  Property,  which  alligations  we  chal- 
ling  them  to  support. 

You  further  say  in  your  letter  that  we  complain  of  the  in- 
juries we  have  received  by  violent  and  illegal  conduct,  and  then 
ask  the  question  whether  we  will  countenance  the  same 
against  a  class  of  Citizens  whom  Ave  represent  as  intruders. 
Answer,  we  the  committee,  nor  the  people  whom  we  represent, 
never  have  countenanced  any  such  thing. 

Gentlemen,  you  conclude  your  letter  with  a  requisition  that 
we  would  join  heart  in  hand  to  put  a  stop  to  further  irregu- 
larities and  disorders,  and  that  we  would  give  you  proper  as- 
surances of  our  determination  to  support  the  Laws  and  (jrovern- 
ment  of  the  State.  In  answer  to  you  we  have  only  to  repeat 
our  former  answers  to  you  on  that  head.  Gentlemen,  we  as- 
sure you  it  is  our  determination  to  support  the  Laws  and  (con- 
stitution of  this  State. 

To  conclude,  we  believe  it  is  the  sincere  effort  of  the  State 
and  of  you,  Gentlemen,  to  Promote  Peace  and  Harmony  in 
this  settlement,  yet  can't  but  think  it  Extraordinary  that 
you  should  think  it's  consistent  with  sound  policy  or  the 
happiness  of  this  settlement  to  continue  those  Magistrates 
in  office  who  were  imposed  on  the  people  without  their  con- 
sent and  in  violation  of  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the 
State,  and  who  are  daily  making  inroads  thereon  by  violently 
taking  possession  of  land  and  property  and  detaining  the 
same  irom  the  rightful  owners  in  open  violation  of  all   Law, 
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and  consequently  doing  great  injustice  to  the  widow, fatherless 
and  distressed.  Of  whom  David  Meade  isand  was  the  fullest  ag- 
gressor and  Distressorof  the  widow  and  fatherless  and  Orphan 
Gentlemen,  we  hope  you  will  voluntary  give  us  our  request, 
which  is  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
thereby  restore  Peace  and  tranquility  to  this  settlement, and  joy 
and  Myrth  to  this  State.  We  pray  God  to  give  you  hearts  sus- 
ceptible of  all  the  feaiings  of  Humanity,  and  in  that  line  we  will 
subscribe  ourselves  Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servants, 

ZEBUiiON  Butler, 
John  P.  Schott, 
John  Franklin, 
Ebknezer  Johnson, 
John  Hopkins, 
Christopher  Hurlbut. 
Hon.  John  Bayard, 
Persifor  Frazer, 
George  Smith, 

Committee  of  Assembly. 


DAVID  MEAD  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  ASSEMBLY. 

WlOMlKG,  3Iay  9,  1785. 

Gentlemen:  Most  deplorable  Indeed  is  the  Present  Situa- 
tion of  this  part  of  the  State  when  one  hundred  and  Twenty 
Miles  up  and  down  the  River  as  it  Runs,  and  as  far  west  in  this 
Valuable  part  of  the  Countrj-  in  the  very  Bosom  of  the  State, 
is  now  in  such  Rebelion. 

That  the  Connecticut  Claimants  I  make  no  doubt  before  you 
have  this,  will  at  last  Throw  off  the  mask  and  Tell  you  they  are 
the  Proprietaries  of  this  Country,  most  Capable  of  making 
Laws  for  themselves.  Bid  Defyance  to  the  Laws  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Tell  you  to  gow  about  your  Business. 

The  most  Cautious  intiligence  of  these  Designs  I  sent  to 
Government  early  in  February  last,  w^hich  were  scarcely  Cred- 
ited, when  this  Tumult  could  have  been  easily  Quashed. 

But  now.  Gentlemen,  if  it's  the  Intention  of  the  State  to  Sup- 
port its  Dignity,  I  fancy  you'l  Believe  it  a  Serious  Business 
high  time  to  Clip  the  growing  evil,  which  alone  Depends  on 
the  Immediate  and  Spirited  Interposition  of  the  State.  I  beg 
you  to  think  of  my  Situation,  that  I  have  long  since  Regularly 
appropriated  my  Lands  here  agreeable  to  the  Laws  and  Cus- 
toms of   the  Country,  and  Peaceably  Possessed  myself  of  the 
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«ame.     The    Connecticut    Claim  to  a  Considerable  part  of    my 
Lands,  Relinquished  most  formally  in  Consequence  of  a  Reso- 
lution  of   the  Legislature,  and  I>ands  actually  granted  in  here 
by  the  State  and  the  very  same  Lands  Taken  bv  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  People  with  whom  you  are  now  Treating,  and  Rented 
to  Tennants  wlio  came  and   Ordered  my  Plowmen  to  stop  or 
expect  to  loos  their  Labours,  which  has   happened  since  your 
Enquiry  began.      I    have   made   very  Considerable   Improve- 
ments and  have  a  large  winter  Crop  now  on  the  Ground.     As 
a  Citizen  and  a  Servant  of  Government  I  have  Claimed  its  Pro- 
tection  and  Support  as  yet  in  Vain.     I  have  made  a  Stand  as 
yet  at  the  Risk  of  my  life  and  Property  rather  than  fiincli   and 
am   now  under  the  severest  Threts  of  Being  expulsed.     Very 
Contrary  from    the    line  of   my  Conduct,  which    has    been  so 
strictly  Confined  to  the  ]>etter  and  Intention  of  the  Law  in  mv 
Administration    that  I  wish  you  to  Call   on  them  to  mention 
one  Instance  of  Departure  from  my  Duty. 

A  Considerable  Number  of  Pennsylvania  Families  are  now 
here  in  a  most  distressed  Situation.  Some  that  has  Plantations 
up  the  River  near  Wylusing,  this  far  on  their  wav,  who  are  not 
permited  to  gow  up  the  River  on  any  Pretense  wliatever,  but 
must  all  Instantly  remove  from  here. 

Our  late  purchase  is  now  Setling  on  the  same  Plan.  Upon 
the  whole,  Gentlemen.  I  liope  you'l  now  be  Satisfactorily  con- 
vinced that  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  Pennsylvania  is  at 
Stake,  and  assure  you  lliat  1  am  with  every  sentiment  of  Re- 
spect, 

your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant. 

David  Mkad. 


THE  COMMITTEE  TO  JOHN  VAN  CAMPEN. 

Wyoming,  3Iaij  10,  1785. 

Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  request  to  be  inform d  of  what  we 
have  done  at  this  place,  we  would  just  tell  you  that  after  fre- 
quent  Messages  passing  between  us  and  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed to  transact  with  us,  as  well  as  Verbal  Conferences,  they 
have  declared  their  intintions  of  submitting  to  the  Laws  and 
Government  of  the  State. 

We  are  sorry  to  say  we  have  not  that  satisfaction  which  we 
expected.  But  we  hope  upon  seriously  considering  their  sit- 
uation they  will  submit ;  the  matter  will  soon  be  brought  to 
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issue.  In  tlie  meantime  we  earnestly  recommend  to  all  the 
Pennsvlvanians  who  have  been  driven  ofif,  to  cease  from  all 
illegal  Measures  and  to  pursue  imediately  those  that  are  agrea- 
ble  to  Law  for  redress  of  their  grievances,  and  we  doubt  not  in 
so  doing  thev  will  have  the  tirm  support  of  Government.  We 
are  just  setting  otT  for  2sorthuuaberland  and  expect  to  return 
to  Philadelphia  in  0  or  7  days. 

We  are  &c 


PAVID  MEAP  TO  THE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  ASSEMBLY. 

Wyoming,  May  11,  1785. 

CtENTLEMEN  :  From  a  multitude  ot  applications  this  morn- 
in"-  I  issued  a  precept  against  Ebn  Johnson  and  John  Gansy, 
in  a  Case  so  plain,  I  thought  it  most  likely  to  take  on  complaint 
of  a  woman  whose  Cow  was  lately  taken  by  violence.  An  act 
like  that  I  expected  the  people  most  ready  to  bear  their  testi- 
mony against,  on  the  other  hand  great  declarations  of  dislike 
has  been  made  against  the  glaring  conduct  of  this  Johnson. 

Inclosed  1  transmit  You  a  note  to  Colonel  Butler  and  Cap- 
tain Shott  in  particular,  for  support  by  which  and  their  answer 
vou  will  be  fully  satisfyed  ;  for  excuse  they  doubt  my  authority. 
I  believe  I  mentioned  to  you  that  numbers  of  precepts  are  now 
here  issued  by  Magistrates  in  Sunbury  and  Northum'd  Town 
not  complyed  with,  but  what  excuse  for  hon-submission  to  the 
process  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  I  have  just  re- 
ceived information  that  a  party  is  now  collecting  to  <lrive  and 
distress  the  few  Pennsylvauians  left.  I  propose  sending  Mrs. 
Mead  and  Children  instantly  out  of  the  way  and  stand  myself 
as  long  as  any  kind  of  prudence  will  dictate  ;  in  the  meantime 
by  your  answer  I  expect  to  find  wether  I  am  to  be  protected  or 
not  in  any  reasonable  time  ;  if  not  I  beg  that  on  your  arrival  at 
Philadelphia  this  letter  be  presented  to  Council  as  a  token  of 
my  resignation,  and  that  I  request  the  same  may  be  Rec'd. 

I  am  in  the  meantime,  Gentlemen,  with  the  greatest  respect. 

Your  most  Humble  Servant, 

David  Mead. 

N.  B.— Sin?e  the  conclusion  of  this  letter,  I  this  rainuit  rec'd 
the  most  dreadful  acc'ts  of  disorder  commencing  by  the  most 
horrid  distress  of  the  few  families  yet  here,  and  I  am  in  fear 
of  bloodshed  soon,  tho"  you  may  rest  assured  that  I  shall  spare 
no  pains  to  convince  the  people  to  seek  no  other  than  legal  re- 
dress. 

D.  Mead. 
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Wyoming,  May  11,  1785. 
Sir  :  Yours  of  the  present  date  came  to  hand.  Observed   the 
Contents,  find  our  influence  is  lost,  as  the  people  deny  you  hav- 
ing any  legal  authority  to  act  until  it  is  proved  that  you  were 
legally  elected. 

We  are  &c. , 

Zeb.  Butler, 
John  P.  Shott. 
David  Mead,  Esq. 

Wyoming.  May  11,  1785. 
GrENTLEMEX  :  The  Constable  of  Stoke  this  inst.  reported  to 
me  that  Ebenezer  Johnson  and  John  Gansy  are  his  regular 
prisoners  on  a  charge  of  Robbery  ;  that  they  have  rescued 
themselves  in  the  most  violent  manner,  to  wit,  by  a  Cocked 
pistol  at  his  breast  with  the  most  severe  threats,  and  i«  now 
under  the  necessity  of  support,  therefore  hope  you  will  use  your 
influence  and  exertions  to  deliver  the  offenders  in  safe  Custody 
again,  as  you  know  the  duty  of  the  people  in  such  Case. 

I  am  Tours, 

D.  Mead. 


DAVID  MEAD  TO  JOHN  BAYARD. 

Wyoming,  June\0,  1785. 

Honoured  Sir:  I  had  the  pleasure  to  Receive  your  Letter 
of  the  Third  Instant,  in  which  you  mention  your  hopes  that 
the  Supreme  Court  Setting  in  this  County  may  have  a  Good 
effect,  in  answer  to  which  at  present  I  can  only  make  a  few 
remarks  and  leave  you  to  guess  the  event. 

Not  one  of  the  Connecticut  Claimants  who  were  under  Re- 
cognizance for  their  appearance  at  our  Supreme  Court  have  aT  - 
peared  to  save  their  Bail,  neither  have  any  of  those  against 
whom  the  Process  Issued  by  our  Supreme  Judges  surrendered 
themselves  to  the  Sheriff.  In  fact  I  Believe  they  are  pursuing 
the  same  Object  of  that  Avhen  you  were  here.  Tho"  a  Different 
kind  of  Policy  seems  to  prevail  at  present. 

The  few  Pennsylvania  Families  that  were  not  Ousted  when 
you  were  here  were  obliged  to  Fly  about  the  time  of  my  last 
Letter  to  you  at  Northumberland.  The  Sheriff  i.s  now  hero 
in  Order  to  apprehend  those  who  he  has  Process  against,  but 
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I  understand  they  are  Goan  to  the  Bush,  and  the  Others   pre- 
tend submission,  so  that  most  Deplorable  is  the  present  aspect. 

However,  I  shall  write  to  you  again  in  a  few  Pays,  and  in  the 
meantime  hope  you'l  Inform  me  of  the  sentiment  of  Grovern- 
nient  on  this  Occasion,  with  your  advice  in  luy  difficult  Situa- 
tion. 

While  I  remain  with  every  sentiment  of  Kespect  your  Honor's 
most  Obedient  Humble  Serv't, 

David  Mkau. 
The  Hon'ble  JoHX  Bayard,  Esq'r. 

N.  B. — Since  the  close  of  this  Letter  I  hav^e  had  the  pleasure 
to  see  the  Sheriff  with  four  of  those  Offenders  in  Custody. 


DAVID  MEAD  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  STATE. 

Philadelphia,  August  1,  1785. 
Hia    Exctllency    the    President    and    the    Hupreme    Executitr 

Council : 

CtEXTLEMEX  :  The  address  and  Petition  of  the  subscriber,  a 
Citizen,  a  Member  of  the  Society  and  servant  of  the  Common- 
wealth, most  respectfully  shew^eth. 

That  his  singular  situation  is  such  that  in  the  fullest  Confi- 
dence of  the  Benefit  and  Protection  of  the  Laws  of  the  State 
he  has  Legally  Possessed  himself  of  and  Cultivated  his  Property 
under  the  Authority,  Title  and  Protection  of  your  Govern- 
ment, much  of  his  goods  is  Taken  from  him  by  Violence,  his 
House  reduced  to  the  Nature  of  a  Garrison  by  a  Lawless 
Bandity.  He  has  Taken  Process  against  many  of  the  Offendoi-s, 
tho'  to  no  purpose,  and  has  applyed  for  the  Relief  and  sii]>- 
port  of  Government  as  yet  without  success. 

Therefore  your  Petitioner,  a  Member  of  the  Community 
always  ready  to  Contribute  his  Proportion  towards  the  expense 
of  Government  or  yield  his  Personal  service  when  required, 
once  more  Begs  your  Immediate  Interposition  for  his  relief 
agreeable  to  the  T^aws  of  the  Land,  or  Devise  such  Other  Mea- 
sures as  in  your  Wisdom  may  be  thought  most  Proper  to  put 
him  on  a  footing  with  your  Other  Citizens,  save  his  house  from 
becoming  a  Sacrifise  to  Villins,  Reimburse  him  for  his  expenses 
furnishing  enteligence,  sending  ex^iresses,  &c. 

And  your  Petitioner  as  duty  Bound  will  Pray, 

David  Mead. 
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CAPTAIIV  SHRAWPER  TO  COLON'EL  BALLIET. 

May  11,  1786. 

Sir  :  As  you  have  been  f^o  kind  as  to  undertake  the  Settle- 
ment of  my  Provision  Acc't,I  will  endeavour  to  convey  as  clear 
an  Idea  thereof  as  I  can. 

Sometime  in  June,  1783,  Mr.  Weitzel,  the  Contractor  for  the 
Pennsylvania  ranging  Companies  at  Wyoming,  acquainted  me 
by  his  Issuer  to  forward  him  the  Returns  till  the  last  of  June, 
in  Consequence  whereof  he  received   Robinson's  and  my  own. 

Mr.  Weitzel's  issuing  Commissary  left  'SVyoming  the  29  or  30 
of  June.  He  had  nothing  but  a  little  flour  on  hand  then;  ho 
therefore  spoke  before  his  Departure  to  one  Abel  Yarenton, 
an  Inhabitant  of  Wyoming,  to  procure  Provisions  until  Mr. 
Weitzel  would  send  him  up  again  with  a  fresh  Supply,  which 
would  be  very  shortly. 

Yarenton  tried  to  purchase,  but  got  none  for  want  of  Money. 
In  this  Dilemma  he  came  to  me  with  this  Report. 

The  President" s  Orders  of  March,  '83,  commanded  me  to  main- 
tain that  Post,  and  when  I  came  to  Philadelphia  in  May  follow- 
ing I  represented  to  Council  that  the  Soldiers  were  unruly  and 
claimed  their  Discharges,  as  they  heard  and  saw  those  of  the 
Continental  Army  return  home.  General  Irvine  and  some 
other  members  desired  me  then  to  try  to  keep  the  men  to- 
gether. I  therefore  looked  upon  myself  as  in  Duty  bound  to 
exert  myself  in  procuring  Provisions,  and  purchased  them  on 
my  own  Acc't,  but  as  my  troublesome  and  precarious  Situa- 
tion would  not  jjermit  me  to  leave  my  Post  to  purchase  to  the 
best  advantage,  I  had  to  pay  a  high  Price  for  it.  1  had  to  get 
superfine  Hour  for  want  of  otiier  in  Northampton  County,  and 
l)aid  twenty  Pounds  for  the  Transportation  of  two  Loads.  1 
sent  also  sev(  ral  Times  Horses  to  fetch  from  Northampton  and 
paid  20  per  Horse,  which  T  forgot  to  include  in  my  Acc't. 

In  August  1  went  to  Sunbury  to  urge  Mr.  Weitzel  to  forward 
Provisions  with,  the  greatest  Expedition  to  Wyoming  and 
shewed  him  my  Acc't  of  Purchases.  He  then  informed  me  that 
there  were  at  that  Time  a  Boat  on  the  Way  up  with  some  flour 
for  the  Cxarrison,  but  as  my  Purchases  came  high  he  said  lu' 
would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  Contractorship. 

So  circumstanced  I  felt  much  perplexed,  I  knew  not  what  to 
do,  but  meeting  Fredc  Antes,  Esq.,  of  Northd,  he  kindly  ad- 
vanced me  a  Sum  of  Money  and  on  my  Return   to  Wvoming    I 
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dispatched  Lieurenant  Erb  to  Philadelphia,  acquainting  His 
Excellency  the  President  witli  my  Situation.  I  then  ]-ec'd 
£30U  from  Council. 

Some  time  after  I  reed  a  Letter  from  the  Honble  General 
Armstrong  informing  me  tiiat  I  was  appointed  Captain  in  Col- 
onel Moores  Corps  of  P.  Infantr\,  charging  me  at  the  same 
Time  to  Keep  it  secret  from  the  Officers  and  Men,  and  to  be 
vigilant  in  maintaining  my  Post  and  not  to  leave  it  by  any 
Means,  and  after  the  arrival  of  Colonel  Moore  I  durst  not  quit 
it  again  to  loolv  after  my  affairs.  When  I  desired  Captain  Rob- 
inson to  give  me  Returns  for  the  Provision  of  his  Comp'y  he  in- 
formed me  that  he  had  given  them  to  Mr.  "Weitzel.  who. on  pro- 
ducing them  at  Philad'a  reed  the  Pay  for  the  Provisions  of 
his  Compy.  So  that  I  have  now  to  look  only  to  Captain  Rob- 
inson for  the  Provision  issued  to  his  Comp'y  by  my  Purchasing. 

Thus  you  see.  Sir,  by  this  long  Memorandum  that  I  did  not 
of  Choice  become  a  Commissary,  but  by  mere  Necessity. 

Last  Summer  Mr.  van  Campen  took  my  Acct  and  Muster 
Roll  to  Philada,  but  as  Mr.  Nicholson  then  was  very  busy 
and  Mr.  van  Campen  had  no  Time  to  stay,  they  were  laid  by 
in  the  Compt'r  Gen's  Office. 

When  I  settled  for  my  Comp'y  there  was  then  by  Mr.  Nich- 
olson's Settlement  due  me  £479  19  5.  besides  thirty  ought 
Pounds  Recruiting  Money. 

I  would  beg  to  represent  ray  Case  and  prevail  on  Council  if 
pos.sible  to  allow  me  out  of  the  £300  the  Amount  of  my  Acct, 
and  after  deducting  the  Ballance  against  me  out  of  my  Pay,  to 
,-eceive  a  Certificate  for  the  Remainder  in  my  favour  and  also 
the  recruiting  Money. 

I  am  with  the  highest  Esteem.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  Serv't, 

Phil.  Shrawder. 

Memorandum  for  the  Hon'ble  Stephen  Bahiet,  Esq. 


JOHN  FRANKLIN  TO  WILLIAM  MONTGOMERY. 

Wyoming,  Jtive2C),  178G. 

Sir:  I  have   had    the  perusal  of  your  letter  to  Mr.  Myers  of 

the  22d   Inst.     As  you  made   mention  of   my  name  with  great 

reflections    I   think   proper  to  return  you  an  answer.     1  think 

vour  letter  verv  Extraordinary.     You  undertake  to  tell  us  what 
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Congress  have  done,  wliat  the  Susquehanana  Companv  lias 
consented  to,  &c.,  and  Avhat  his  Excellency  the  President  has 
authorized  you  to  inform  us  of. 

You  tell  us  that  Congress  have  resolved  to  grant  a  tract  of 
Country  Northward  of  Pennsylvania  and  Westward  of  ^ew 
York  State  on  Lake  Erie,  to  the  Susquehanna  Company  in 
lieu  of  a  relinquishment  of  their  (viz.,  the  Company's  rigiu), 
and  that  the  Susquehanna  Company  and  all  parties  are  sati.s- 
fied  with  the  same. 

I  must  tell  you.  sir,  that  we  are  not  unacquainted  with  the 
resolutions  of  Congress,  or  proceedings  of  the  Susquehanna 
Company;  your  representations  are  inconsistent  with  truth. 
The  votes  of  the  Susquehanna  Company  of  the  17  of  May 
last  may  convince  you  of  their  intentions.  A  copy  of  said  vote 
I  send  enclosed 

You  tell  us  that  you  expect  the  Wise  and  Virtuous  amongst 
us  will  avAil  themselves  of  the  kind  intentions  of  Government 
and  thereby  secure  the  benefits  of  your  free,  equal  and  happy 
Constitution.  I  would  wish  to  be  informed  wether  the  removal 
of  six  thousand  souls  from  their  justly  acquired  habitation  at 
Wyoming  to  be  fixed  among  the  Natives  at  Lake  Erie  is  to 
such  Emigrates  the  enjoying  thebenetitsof  your  freeand  happy 
Constitution,  or  whether  your  Constitution  and  right  of  Gov- 
ernment extends  to  a  Territory  Northward  of  your  State  and 
Westward  of  New  York. 

You  Query  whether  it  will  satisfy  Allen  and  Franklin  and 
their  adherents  to  give  up  their  farms  (that  I  never  imagined, 
it  is  a  wrong  representation),  which  they  have  justly  acquired 
and  cultivated  at  Wyoming,  to  Pennsylvania  I^and  Schemers 
and  run  our  chance  of  having  wild  Lands  on  the  hunting 
grounds  at  Lake  Erie;  beassured,  sir,  it's  no  Query  in  my  mind. 
I  expect  to  enjoy  my  Lands  here,  unless  legally  removed  by  a 
regular  course  of  Law  had  before  a  proper  tribunal. 

You  Query  that  whether  after  all  that  the  wisdom  and  for- 
bearance of  Gos-ernment  can  do  for  us,  we  must  be  a  people 
devoted  to  hardships,  danger  and  devastation.  I  wish  you  had 
explciined  yourself  more  fully  on  that  head,  whether  you  mean 
the  forbearance  that  you  saved  some  part  of  our  women  and 
children  alive  at  the  time  you  expelled  us  from  this  Countrv 
by  au  armed  force  in  the  year  '84,  or  whither  by  giving  us  Lib- 
erty to  have  a  being  in  that  part  of  God's  world  on  the  waters 
of  Lake  Erie.  Wonderful  forbearance  indeed.  You  threaten 
us  with  devastation  in  case  of  our  non-compliance,  but  let  me 
tell  you  sir,  that  we  disregard  your  threats. 

You  tell  us  you  are  authorized  by  a  letter  from  his  Excellency 
the    President   to  inform  us  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  and 
42— Vol.  XVm. 
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the  assurauces  of  protection  from  the  Government.  I  would 
inform  you  that  I  have  his  Excellency's  letter  of  the  12th  Inst., 
now  before  me  (This  is  wrong  represented,  what  I  wrote  about 
Congress;  I  said  I  had  from  good  authority  about  protection 
I  had  from  Council).  The  assurances  given  us  by  his  excellency 
and  Council  give  us  the  greatest  satisfaction,  but  his  excel- 
lency does  not  inform  us  of  the  appointment  of  a  substitute  at 
Northumberland  to  acquaint  us  of  the  good  intentions  of  Gov- 
ernment, ice. 

i'ou  also  recommend  that  we  demean  ourselves  as  good  citi- 
zens and  not  be  drawn  from  our  allegiance  by  the  wild  schemes 
of  men  who  live  by  fishing  in  troubled  waters;  that  these  men 
when  distress  ariseth  will  leave  us  to  shift  for  ourselves  and 
hunt  out  a  new  scene  in  which  to  exericse  their  unhappy  talent. 
To  which  I  answer,  it  ever  has  been  and  still  is  our  desire  to 
demean  ourselves  as  good  Citizens  and  would  wish  to  be  pro- 
tected as  such,  though  we  are  sorry  to  say  we  have  never  yet 
enjoyed  the  benefits  of  your  Constitution,  though  solemnly 
plighted  to  us. 

You  pretend  to  be  afraid  that  the  people  here  will  be  drawn 
from  their  allegiance  by  the  wild  schemes  of  men  who  live  by 
fishing  in  troubled  waters.  Had  you  been  honest  you  would 
have  said  you  was  afraid  that  the  exortatious  of  the  wise,  riglit- 
eous  and  just  will  have  such  deep  impression  on  the  minds  of 
the  good  people  at  Wyoming  as  will  induce  them  to  stand  forth 
in  their  defence  in  a  just  and  righteous  cause,  and  overthrow 
the  hellish  schemes  of  the  Land  monopolizers,  who  wish  to 
destroy  the  Yankees  from  the  face  of  the  Eartli  that  they  may 
enjoy  the  Lands  our  hands  have  cultivated  and  our  blood  en- 
riched. 

You  further  pretend  to  be  afraid  the  wild  schemers  (as  you 
term)  will  leave  the  people  at  Wyoming  when  danger  ariseth. 
I  believe,  sir,  it's  your  sincere  wish  that  the  wise  and  virtuous 
would  withdraw  that  you  might  thereby  have  a  better  oppor- 
tunity of  drawing  the  more  ignorant  and  innocent  people  into 
a  snare  and  persuade  them  to  give  up  their  all  for  a  Rattle 
Box.  I  then  Query  whither  you  would  not  cheat  that  from 
them,  provided  the  honor  of  land  schemers  only  could  be 
pledged  for  the  delivery  thereof.  But  be  assured,  sir,  the  wise 
and  virtuous  will  not  withdraw.  We  have  been  inured  to  dan- 
gers, hardship  and  devastations  ;  we  have  been  too  often  de- 
ceived by  your  people,  the  land  schemers  as  well  as  by  some 
of  the  Officers  of  the  Government,  who  made  great  pretension 
of  Honesty,  Justice  arnl  Friendship,  and  whose  fair  words  and 
flattering  speeches  are  not  to  be  believed,  for  thus  saith  the 
Lord,  their  hearts  are  full  of  all  manner  of  abominations. 
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You  tell  us  of  a  removal  by  Congress  from  your  State,  then 
advise  us  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  kind  intentions  of  Govern- 
ment and  secure  the  benefits  of  your  Constitution,  embrace  the 
offered  mercy,  relinquish  our  all  to  land  schemers  and  take 
Lands  at  Lake  Erie.  Pray,  Sir,  view  the  inconsistency  of  your 
letter.  How  in  the  name  of  God  do  you  expect  to  protect  us 
by  your  Constitution  ^vhen  we  are  out  of  your  State?  I'ou 
tell  of  fishing  in  troubled,— it  reminds  me  of  the  words  of 
Nathan  to  King  David  (thou  art  the  man  j.  Let  me  tell  you  sir, 
that  we  esteem  ourselves  capable  of  transacting  our  ow'n  busi- 
ness and  would  advise  you  to  avail  yourself  of  the  late  votes  of 
the  Susquehanna  Company  and  thereby  secure  your  land. 

I  wish  for  Peace  on  just  and  honorable  terms,  and  am  sir, 
your  humble  servant, 

John  Franklix. 

^-  B  — The  benevolent  intention  of  the  Company  to  your 
settlers,  and  particularly  to  yourself,  is  to  the  disadvantage  of 
my  honord  Father,  who  is  the  sole  owner  of  those  lands  you 
ciaim  at  Mahonen. 


At  a  Meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Susquehannah  pur- 
chase of  Lands,  legally  warned  and  held  at  Hartford,  Mav  17 

1786. 

Col.  Gad  Stanley,  Moderator. 

VOTED,  That  all  persons  settled  under  the  authority  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  not  actually  inhabiting  upon  that 
tract  of  the  country  on  the  westerly  waters  of  the  Susquehan- 
nah river,  and  purchased  of  the  natives  by  the  company  call'd 
the  Susquehannah  company,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  fuily 
established  and  confirmed  in  the  full  and  absolute  possession 
of  the  lands  by  them  actually  possessed  under  the  said  State  of 
Pennsylvania.  ■. 

VOTED,  That  this  company  conscious  of  the  equity  of  their 
title  to  the  lands  bona  fide  purchased  of  the  natives,  and  sit- 
uate upon  the  waters  of  the  river  Susquehannah,  will  support 
and  maintain  their  claim  to  the  lands  aforesaid,  and  effectually 
justify  and  support  their  settlers  thereon. 

VOTED,  That  Samuel  Gray,  Esq.,  Col.  Thomas  Dyer  and 
Col.  Ebenezer  Gray  be,  and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Com- 
mittee with  full  power  and  authority  to  make  out  a  list  of  all 
such  persons  as  are  proprietors  of  said  company,  and  have  paid 
taxes  agreeable  to  the  votes  of  said  company,  and  that  all  per- 
sons that  have  neglected  and  shall  neglect  to  pay  the  same  by 
the  first  day  of  September  next,  shall,  and  the  same  are  hereby 
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excluded  from  any  right,  interest  or  property -within  the  terri- 
tory aforesaid— the  said  list  of  proprietors  to  be  completed   by 
the  first  day  of  September  next. 
Extract  from  Records. 

Samuel  Gray,  Clerk. 


THE  CONFIRMI>'G  LAW  OF   1787. 

An  act  for  ascertaining  and  confirming  to  certain  Persons  called  Con- 
necticut claimants,  the  Lauds  by  them  claimed  within  the  County 
of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Section  1.  117(e/eas,  an  unhappy  dispute  for  many  years 
subsisted  between  the  province  and  State  of  Pennsylvania  on 
one  part,  and  the  Colony  and  State  of  Connecticut  on  the 
other  part,  relative  to  certain  lands  within  the  charter  bound- 
ary of  Pennsylvania,  but  which  were  claimed  by  Connecticut, 
as  falling  within  the  limits  of  her  charter,  which  dispute  was 
finally  terminated  by  the  decree  of  the  Court  of  Commissioners 
at  Trenton,  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  December,  one  thousand 
fceven  hundred  and  eighty-two,  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the 
articles  of  Confederation  of  the  United  States,  by  which  de- 
cree the  question  between  the  two  States  was  deciiled  in  fav- 
our of  Pennsylvania ;  And -whereas,  before  the  termination  of 
the  said  claim  of  Connecticut,  a  number  of  its  inhabitants  with 
their  associates  settled  upon  and  improved  divers  tracts  of 
land  lying  on  or  near  to  the  Northeast  branch  of  the  river  Sus- 
quehanna, and  the  waters  thereof,  and  now  within  the  County 
of  Luzerne  ;  And  whereas,  parts  of  the  same  lands  have  been 
claimed  under  titles  derived  from  the  late  proprietaries  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  these  interfering  claims  have  occasioned 
much  contention.  Expense  and  bloodshed,  and  this  assembly 
being  desirotis  of  ptitting  an  end  to  those  evils  by  confirming 
such  of  the  Connecticut  claims  as  were  acquired  by  actual  set- 
tlers prior  to  the  termination  of  the  said  dispute,  agreeably  to 
the  petition  of  a  number  of  the  said  settlers,  and  by  gi-anting 
a  just  compensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  claimants;  And 
whereas,  the  lands  aforesaid,  claimed  by  the  Connecticut  set- 
tlers have  been  usually  assigned  to  them  in  rights,  or  lots,  of 
about  three  hundred  acres  each,  which  rights,  or  lots,  have 
either  been  entire  or  in  two  or  more  divisions ;  therefore, 

Sectiox  2.  Be  it  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted,  hy  the  Hej)- 
restntatives   of  the  Freemen  of  the  CommoniveaUh  of  Pen7ivy.- 
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vaninia  in  General  Assembli/  met,  and  by  the  authoritu  of  the 
same.  That  all  the  said  rights,  or  lots,  noAv  lying  within  the 
County  of  Luzerne,  which  were  occupied  or  acquired  Ijy  Con- 
necticut claimants,  who  were  actually  settlers  there  at  or  l)e- 
fore  the  termination  of  the  claim  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
by  the  decree  aforesaid,  and  which  rights,  or  lots,  were  parti- 
cularly assigned  to  the  said  settlers  prior  to  the  said  decree, 
agreeably  to  the  regulations  then  in  force  among  them,  be  and 
they  are  hereby  confirmed  to  them  and  tlieir  heirs  and  assigns; 
Provided,  that  all  the  claimants  Avhose  lots  are  hereby  con- 
firmed, shall,  by  themselves,  guardians,  or  other  lawful  agents, 
within  eight  months  next  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  prefer 
to  the  Commissioners  hereinafter  )uentioned  their  respective 
claims  to  the  lots  aforesaid,  therein  stating  the  grounds  of 
their  claims  and  sufficiently  describing  the  lots  claimed,  so  that 
the  same  may  be  made  known  and  ascertained,  and  support 
the    same  by  reasonable  proofs. 

Section  3.  And  lahereas,  it  Avill  be  necessary  to  institute  a 
summary  mode  of  ascertaining  and  establishing  the  right  of 
each  claimant.  Be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, that  Peter  Muhlenberg,  Timothy  Pickering  and  Joseph 
Montgomery,  Esquires,  be  and  are  hereby  appointed  Commis- 
sioners for  the  purposes  hereinafter  expressed  and  declared  ; 
and  in  case  of  death,  absence  or  refusal  to  serve,  of  anv  or  all 
ot  the  said  Commissioners,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
are  hereby  authorized  .and  required  to  supply  the  vacancy  or 
vacancies  occasioned  thereby  by  other  new  api)ointment  or 
appointments. 

Sectiox  1.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  aitthority  afore- 
said. That  the  said  Commissioners  shall  rei)air  to  the  ( 'ounty 
of  Luzerne  within  two  months,  next  after  the  parsing  of  this 
act,  and  at  such  place  within  the  same  county  and  at  such  time 
as  the  said  Commissioners  shall  apjjoint  to  meet  together,  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  an<l  examining  the  claims  of  all  per- 
sons to  the  lots  intended  by  this  act  to  be  contirmetl,  and  the 
sai<l  Commissioners  are  hereby  empowered  to  adjourn  their 
meeting  from  time  to  time,  and  to  stich  places  within  the  saiil 
county,  as  they  shall  judge  best  for  the  proper  and  speedy  Ex- 
ecution of  their  Commission  :  and  that  all  persons  interested  in 
tlie  said  lots  may  be  duly  notified  to  make  and  stipport  their 
claims  thereto,  within  the  time  prescribed  by  this  act ;  the 
said  Commissioners  shall  cause  it  to  be  published  in  one  or 
more  of  the  newspapers  printed  in  Pennsylvania  and  C-onnec- 
ticut,  with  an  advertisement  subjoined.  Expressing  the  time 
and  place  proposed  for  their  first  meeting,  and  coi)ies  of  this 
Act,  and  of  the  said  advertisement,  shall  also  be  })Osted   up  at 
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sundry  places  within  tlie  said  county,  for  the  information  of 
the  inhabitants.  And  tlie  Examination  of  the  said  claims  shall 
be  by  witnesses,  on  their  oaths  or  affirmations  (which  the  said 
Commissioners  are  severally  empowered  to  administer),  and 
such  other  Evidence  as  shall  be  produced  to  the  said  Commit:- 
sioners,  or  which  they  can  obtain.  And  of  such  claims  as  shall 
l)e  supported  by  evidence  satisfactory  to  the  said  Commission- 
ers, or  any  two  of  them,  there  shall  lie  made  a  fair  ejitry,  in 
which  the  lots  so  claimed  shall  be  described,  and  in  such  a 
manner  that  the  same  may  l)e  clearly  known  and  ascertained. 
Provided,  that  where  two  or  more  claims  of  Connecticut  claim- 
ants to  the  same  lot  shall  be  presented,  and  it  shall  appear  to 
the  said  Commissioners  Ijy  satisfactory  evidence  that  the  same 
lot  ought  to  be  confirmed,  agreeably  to  the  meaning  of  this 
Act,  they  shall  make  a  fair  entry  thereof  as  aforesaid,  and  if 
the  several  claimants  agree  to  submit  their  claims  to  the  de- 
termination of  the  said  Commissioners,  they  shall  proceed  to 
hear  and  determine  the  same  accordingly,  but  if  they  do  not 
thus  agree,  either  of  the  claimants  may  i^rosecute  his  claim 
in  the  proper  court  of  law,  as  in  ordinary  cases  of  contested 
Titles. 

Section  o.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  the  said  Comissioners  be,  and  are  hereby  aii- 
thonzed  to  appoint  a  surveyor  or  surveyors  to  survey  all  the 
lots  afoi-esaid  of  the  Connecticut  claimants,  and  the  surveys 
thereof  shall  be  returned  to  the  said  Commissioners  for  their 
information  and  assistance  in  prosecuting  their  enquiries  and 
Examinations;  the  surveys  of  such  of  the  said  lots,  the  claims 
to  which  shall  be  admitted  by  the  said  Commissioners,  shall 
by  them  be  afterwards  returned,  together  with  their  book  of 
entries  describing  the  same,  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council, 
who  shall  cause  patents  to  be  issued  for  their  confinnation,  and 
each  patent  shall  comprehend  all  the  jmrcels  of  land  which  are 
to  be  confirmed  to  the  same  claimant  or  joint  claimants,  to 
whom  by  the  return  of  the  Commissioners  aforesaid,  the  same 
shall  he  found  to  belong,  and  for  each  patent  there  shall  l)e  paid 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Council  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings. 
And  the  said  surveyors  shall  appoint  proper  persons  for  their 
chain  carriers  and  markers,  and  the  surveyors,  chain  carriers 
and  markers  shall  severallv  be  sworn  or  affirmed  befoi-e  a  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  or  one  of  the  said  Commissionei-s,  faithfullv 
to  perform  their  respective  duties :  and  they  shall  be  allowed 
a  reasonaljle  compensation  for  their  services,  to  be  fixed  by 
the  said  Commissioners,  and  paid  by  the  clainiants  aforesaid, 
whose  claims  to  the  lands  so  surveyed  shall  be  admitted  as 
aforesaid,  and  upon  whom  tlie  same  shall    be   apportioned   })y 
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the   said  Commissioners   in  the  manner  they  sliall  judge  most 
equitable. 

Skction  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  each  of  the  said  Commissioners,  before  he  acts 
under  his  commission,  shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before 
one  of  the  Members  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  or  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  diligently  to  proceed  in  the  busi- 
ness of  his  commission,  and  well  and  truly  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine upon  all  claims  and  questions  which  shall  come  before 
him,  in  pursuance  of  this  Act,  without  favour,  affection  or 
hope  of  reward. 

Skctio:n  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  the  said  Commissioners  be  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  to  appoint  a  suitable  person  for  a  clerk,  who  shall 
before  them  be  sworn  or  affirmed,  faithfully  to  register  all  the 
proceedings  of  the  said  Commissioners,  in  pursuance  of  this 
Act. 

Section  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  there  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  public 
treasury  to  each  of  the  said  Commissioners  Twenty  shillings 
per  day,  and  to  the  said  Clerk  Fifteen  shillings  per  day,  for 
each  day  they  shall  be  employed  in  performing  the  duties  re- 
quired of  them  by  this  Act. 

Section  9.  And  whereas,  the  late  Proprietaries  and  divers 
other  per&ons  have  heretofore  acquired  titles  to  parcels  of  the 
lands  aforesaid,  agreeably  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  who  will  be  depriTed  thereof  by  the  operation  of 
this  Act.  and  as  justice  requires  that  compensation  be  made 
for  the  lands  of  which  they  shall  thus  be  divested,  and  as  the 
State  is  possessed  of  other  lands  in  which  an  equivalent  may 
be  rendered  to  the  claimants  under  Pennsylvania,  and  as  it 
will  be  necessary  that  their  claims  should  be  ascertained  by 
a  proper  examination,  Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  all  persons  having  such  claims  to  lands  which 
Avill  be  affected  by  the  operation  of  this  Act,  shall  be  and 
they  are  hereby  required,  by  themselves,  guardians  or  other 
lawful  agents,  within  twelvemonths  from  the  passing  of  this 
Act,  to  present  the  same  to  the  Board  of  Property,  therein 
clearly  describing  those  lands,  and  stating  the  grounds  of  their 
claims,  and  also  adducing  the  proper  proofs,  not  only  of  their 
titles,  but  of  the  situations,  qualities  and  values  of  the  lands  so 
claimed,  to  enable  the  Board  to  judge  of  the  validity  of  their 
claims,  and  of  the  quantities  of  vacant  lands  proper  to  be 
granted  as  equivalents. 

And  for  every  claim  which  shall  be  admitted  by  said  Board, 
as   duly  supported,  the   equivalent   by  them  allowed,  may  be 
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taKeu  either  in  tlie  old  or  new  purcliase,  at  the  option  of  the 
claimant  ;  and  warrants  and  patents  and  all  other  acts  of  the 
public  offices  relating  thereto,  shall  be  performed  free  of  Ex- 
pense. The  said  Board  shall  also  allow  such  a  quantity  of  va- 
cant land  to  be  added  to  such  equivalent  as  shall  in  their  judg- 
ment be  equal  to  the  expences  which  must  neces.'^arily  be  in- 
curred in  locating  and  surveying  the  same.  Ami  that  the 
Board  of  Property  may  in  every  case  obtain  satisfactory  evi- 
dence of  the  quality  and  value  of  the  land,  which  shall  be 
claimed  as  aforesaid,  under  the  proprietary  title,  they  may 
require  the  Commissioners  aforesaid,  during  their  sitting  in 
the  said  County  of  Luzerne,  to  make  the  necessary  enquiries 
by  the  oaths  or  affirmations  of  lawful  witnesses  to  ascertain 
those  points ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  Commission- 
ers to  enquire  and  report  accordingly. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  House, 

Thomas  Mifflix,  Speaker. 

Enacted  into  a  law  at  Philadelphia,  on  Wednesday,  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thotisand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven. 

Peter  Zachart  Lloyd, 
Clerk  of  the  General  A  ssemhly. 


Tlie  Vote  on  the  Foregoing  Act. 
Yeas. 
William  Will,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Robert  Morris,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Thomas  Fitzsimmons,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
George  Clymer,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Jacob  Hiltzheimer,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Isaac  Gray,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
William  Robinson,  Jun.,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
John  Salter,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
George  Logan,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
Samuel  Foulke,  Bucks  county. 
Gerardus  Wynkoop,  Bucks  county. 
John  Chapman,  Bucks  county. 
Valentine  Upp,  Bucks  county. 
James  Moore,  Chester  county. 
Richard  Willing,  Chester  county. 
Robert  Ralston.  Chester  county. 
Samuel  Evans,  Chester  county. 
Richard  Thomas,  Chester  county. 
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Townsend  Whelen,  Chester  county. 

Alexander  Lowrey,  Lancaster  county. 

Adam  Hubley,  Lancaster  county. 

Joseph  Work,  Lancaster  county. 

Greorge  Ross,  I^ancaster  county. 

David  McConaughy,  York  cottnty. 

Michael  Schmyser,  York  county. 

David  McClellan,  York  county. 

Joseph  Lilley,  York  county. 

Henry  Tyson,  York  county. 

Adam  Eichelberger,  York  county. 

Daniel  Clymer,  Berks  county. 

Peter  Trexler,  Jun.,  ]Morthampton  county. 

John  Canan,  Bedford  county. 

Hugh  H.  Brackenridge,  Westmoreland  county. 

Charles  Moore,  Montgomery  county. 

Samuel  Wheeler,  Montgomery  county. 

Jacob  Reiff,  Montgomery  county. 

Nays. 

Robert  Whitehlll,  Cumberland  county. 
Thomas  Beale,  Cumberland  county. 
Thomas  Kennedy.  Cumberland  county. 
David  Mitchell,  Cumberland  county. 
G-abriel  Hiester,  Berks  county. 
David  Davis,  Berks  county. 
Robert  Brown,  Northampton  county. 
Peter  Burkhalter,  "Northampton  county. 
John  Piper,  Bedford  county. 
Joseph  Powell,  Bedford  cotinty. 
"Frederick  Antes,  Northumberland  county. 
Samuel  Dale,  Northumberland  county. 
William  Findley,  Westmoreland  county. 
James  Barr,  Westmoreland  county. 
Alexander  Wright,  Washington  county. 
John  McDowell,  Washington  county. 
John  Flenniken,  Washington  county. 
James  Allison,  Washington  county. 
Theophilus  Philips,  Fayette  county. 
John  Grilchrist,  Fayette  county. 
Abraham  Smith,  Franklin  county. 
Robert  Clark,  Dauphin  county. 
Jacob  Miley,  Dauphin  county. 


Oer,  MISCELLANEOUS   PAPERS. 


ADDRESS   OF    CAPTAIN    JOHN    JENKINS    AT    FORTV 
FORT  IN  FEBRUARl,  ITST. 

We  Mill  gladly  accept  any  proposition  that  will  bring  peace, 
quiet  us  in  our  possessions  and  protect  us  in  our  titles.  This 
is  all  we  ask  now  ;  it  is  all  we  have  asked  from  the  beginning. 
Suppose  we  accept  of  the  terms  proposed,  what  guaranty  have 
we  that  Pennsylvania  will  keep  her  plighted  faith?  She  has 
forfeited  her  honor  to  us  time  and  again.  If  we  accept  the 
provisions  of  the  proposed  law,  when  she  finds  we  are  tied 
hand  and  foot,  she  will  repeal  it  and  leave  us  again  without 
remedy  or  hope,  except  in  ourselves.  We  have  repeatedly 
had  assurance  of  the  desire  of  Pennsylvania  to  have  this  con- 
troversy settled,  but  the  measures  proposed  and  the  men  sent 
here  to  effect  such  settlement  have  shown  us  that  they  will 
never  be  satisfied  except  with  our  expulsion  from  our  lands, 
and  our  total  ruin,  which  we  will  never  agree  nor  submit  to. 
Our  fathers  have  been  imprisoned,  robbed  and  whipped  by  the 
Pennsylvanians ;  our  public  papers  have  been  wickedly  taken 
from  us;  they  have  piumlered  our  settlements,  burnt  our 
towns,  taken  the  lives  of  our  friends  and  Ijrethren  ;  driven  our 
old  men,  women  and  children  into  the  wilderness  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet,  with  circumstances  of  cruelty  and  perfidy 
scarcely  paralleled  in  the  most  barbarous  ages  and  totally 
unworthy  the  lead  of  a  ci\-ilized  State  or  nation.  We  have 
])etitioned  in  our  most  humble  terras  for  a  redress  of  our  griev- 
ances, and  to  be  secured  in  our  property,  our  lives,  and  our 
possessions,  and  our  petitions  have  been  treated  with  insult 
and  contempt,  and  been  rejected.  They  still  continue  in  their 
endless  persecution  with  obstinate  fury  and  uncontrollable 
oppression. 

And  yet  in  the  face  of  all  these  facts,  all  this  perfidy,  ail  these 
crimes,  Ave  are  again  called  upon  by  their  perpetrators  to  give 
up  our  titles,  and  all  claims  and  rights  under  them,  and  rely 
upon  the  clemency  of  Pennsylvania  for  any  future  titles  or 
rights  to  our  lands.  God  forbid  that  we  should  be  foolish 
enough  to  do  anything  of  this  kind.  The  blood  of  the  martyrs 
who  have  fallen  in  defence  of  our  rights  would  cry  to  us  from 
the  ground  should  we  i)ermit  their  widows  find  orphan  children 
to  be  driven  from  their  home  and  possessions  out  into  the  wide 
world  to  perish  or  become  a  public  burden. 

What  new  plan  do  they  jiropose  to  us  now?     Nothing  but  to 
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quiet  us  in  our  possessions  for  a  stiort  period  until  we  give  up 
our  titles  and  they  can  devise  and  put  into  execution  some  new 
plan  for  our  expulsion.  We  have  too  often  experienced  the 
bad  faith  of  Pennsylvania  to  place  confidence  in  any  new  mea- 
sure of  her  Legislature,  and  if  they  shall  enact  a  quieting  law 
they  will  repeal  it  as  soon  as  the  Connecticut  settlers  submit 
and  are  completely  saddled  with  the  laws  of  the  State.  What 
security  have  we  if  we  comply  with  their  proposals  and  put 
ourselves  in  their  power,  that  the  State  will  not  repeal  the 
law  and  deal  as  treacherously  with  us  as  in  the  case  of  Arm- 
strong? 

The  only  safe  course  for  the  settlers  to  pursue  is  to  stand  by 
their  titles  and  possessions  until  Pennsylvania  shall  find  it  to 
be  her  interest  to  do  them  justice  by  acknowledging  their 
rights  and  establishing  them  through  proper  legislation. 
Whenever  she  shall  do  this,  there  will  be  an  end  of  the  con- 
troversy. If  it  be  the  disposition  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania  to  do  us  justice,  as  stated  by  Colonel  Pickering, 
she  can  do  it  in  that  way  and  thus  end  all  further  trouble  and 
annoyance  to  either  party.  But  the  proposal  is  to  bind  us  and 
leave  Pennsylvania  free,  to  have  us  surrender  our  titles  and 
trust  to  Pennsylvania  for  another,  and.  as  the  gentleman  says, 
a  better  title.  This  we  will  never  submit  to.  We  have  fought 
too  long  and  shed  too  much  of  the  ))lood  of  our  best  inhabi- 
tants, and  sacrificed  too  much  in  defence  of  our  titles  and  pos- 
sessions to  tamely  yield  them  up  to  the  threats  or  entreaties  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  we  will  never  do  it.  All  we  ask  is  justice, 
and  that  is  in  her  hands  to  grant  at  any  moment.  If  she  will 
not  grant  us  this  she  must  put  up  with  the  consequences. 


REPORTS  ON  LUZERNE  LANDS. 

(No.  1.) 

Septp.mber  21,  1787. 
The  Honorable  the  Board  of  Property  : 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  received  the  general  order  of  your 
Board  dated  the  7th  day  of  July  last,  and  your  particular  re- 
quest of  the  10th  instant,  relative  to  the  claims  of  Mr.  David 
Mead  to  lands  within  this  County,  and  in  conformity  there- 
with make  the  following  Report : 

To  avoid  tedious  descriptions  in  every  case  we  think  it  ex- 
pedient to  throw  the  different  sorts  of  land  into  classes  and 
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estimate  their  annual  average  product  under  the  common  cul- 
tivation of  Farmers  in  ^'eneral,  and  without  manuring. 

1st  Tillage.— La,nd  of  the  first  quality  is  to  be  considered  as 
producing  by  the  acre,  20  bushels  of  Wheat,  or  of  Rye,  or  30 
bushels  of  Indian  Corn,  or  200  lbs  of  flax,  and  meadow  land  of 
the  first  quality  as  producing  2  Tons  of  English  hay  per  acre. 

2(1  Tillage. — Land  of  the  second  quality  as  producing  20 
bushels  of  Indian  Corn,  or  lo  liushels  of  Wheat  or  Rye,  or  100  lbs 
of  flax  per  acre,  and  meadow  land  of  the  second  quality  as  pro- 
ducing one  Ton  of  Englisli  har  per  acre. 

The  other  kinds  of  land  may  most  accurately  be  estimated 
by  considering  their  proportionate  value  compared  with  land 
of  the  first  or  second  quality. 

On  these  principles  we  have  obtained  information  upon  oath 
relative  to  the  lands  claimed  by  Mr.  David  Meade,  and  find 
that  his  surveys,  numbered  32  and  33,  lying  together  below  the 
Town  plot  of  Wilkesburgh  containing,  viz.  : 

(  20  acres  of  meadow  land. 
Of  the  1st  quality  about  -^  ^^       ^^        TiUiige      do. 

„,  ,  ,  (140       do.       Tillage      do. 

do.      2d         do.  do.       ,    ^^        ,  a  i 

(  20       do.       meadow  do. 

do.     3d         do.         do.  oO       do.       pasture  and    woodland, 

wortli  about  two-thirds  as  much  per  acre  as  land  of  the  second 
quality. 

The  value  of  this  land  is  not  so  easy  to  Estimate,  very  little 
land  in  the  settlement  having  been  sold.  One  piece  of  flat  of 
the  first  quality  in  Wilkesburgh  sold  last  winter  at  about  52s. 
Gd.  an  acre;  another  piece  of  like  quality  has  lately  been  bar- 
gained for  at  80s.  per  acre. 

To  fix  a  market  price  more  sales  would  be  requisite.  If  we 
attempt  to  set  its  ready  money  value  we  shall  substitute  con- 
jecture in  the  place  of  substantial  facts,  and  those  above  stated 
we  believe  will  be  considered  by  your  Honorable  board  as  bpt- 
ter  grounds  on  which  to  estimate  an  equivalent  than  our  own 
opinions. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  most  Ob't  Servants, 

Timothy  Pickering, 
Wm.  Moxtc+omery, 
Stephen  Balliet. 

(No.  2.) 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Property : 

Gextlemex  :  We  have  made  inquiry,  as  the  law  directs, 
relative  to  the  lands  claimed  by  David   Meade.  Esq.,  in  Lack- 
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awanack  or  Pittstown,  of  which  he  produces  a  survey  of  295 
acres  and  allowance.  This  survey  contains  about  25  acres  of 
meadow  land,  which  when  cleared  may  on  an  average  pro- 
duce 26  cwt.  of  English  hay  per  acre  annually,  and  about  270 
acres  of  rough  woodland,  very  little  of  whicli  will  admit  of  cul- 
tivation, but  has  growing  on  it  white  oak,  black  oak  and  hard 
pine,  of  which  the  latter  would  yield  some  saw  logs. 

We  also  find  there  is  a  commodious  Mill-seat  on  a  branch  of 
Lackawanack  running  through  this  survey,  and  about  thirty 
rods  above  its  junction  therewith. 

After  a  deliberate  consideration  of  the  whole  of  our  evidence 
relative  to  this  claim  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  said  land  and 
Miil-seat  are  of  the  value  of  about  Two  hundred  pounds. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  msot  Obed't  Servants, 

Timothy  Pickkring, 
Stephen  Balliet, 
Wm.  Montgomery. 

(No  3.) 
The  Honorable  the  Board  of  Property  : 

Gentlemen  •  We  have  made  inquiry,  as  the  law  directs,  rel- 
ative to  the  lands  claimed  in  this  County  by  Robert  Martin, 
Esqr. ,  and  find  that  the  lot  he  claims  below  the  Town  plat  of 
Wilkesburgh  contains  about  25  acres  of  meadow  land  and  about 
10  acres  of  tillable  land  of  the  first  quality  and  about  35  acres 
of  the  second  quality,  and  from  ten  to  fifteen  acres  of  pasture 
and  woodland  of  about  two-thirds  of  the  value  of  land  of  the 
second  quality.  And  that  the  lot  he  claims  above  and  includ- 
ing a  part  of  the  Town  plat  of  Wilkesburgh,  contains  about 
ten  acres  of  meadow  of  the  first  quality  and  about  15  acres  of 
about  the  five-eights  of  the  value  of  land  of  the  second  quality. 
The  upper  line  of  the  lot  first  above  mentioned  is  struck  by 
Wilkesburgh  river  road,  about  forty  rods  below  the  Town 
plat.  To  enable  your  Honorable  Board  to  fix  the  value  of 
these  lands  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  first  report  of  this 
day  on  the  claim  of  Mr.  David  Meade.  We  have  the  Honor  to 
be,     Your  most  Obed't  Servants, 

Timothy  Pickering, 
Stephen  Balliet, 
Wm.  Montgomery. 

(No.  4.) 
The  Honorable  Board  of  Property  : 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  made  inquiry,  as  the  law  directs,  rel- 
ative to  the  lands  claimed  by  Joseph   Salmon  in  behalf  of  the 
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heirs  of  John  Salmon,  deceased,  lying  in  Nanticoke  or  Han- 
over, about  two  miles  and  a  half  below  the  Town  of  Wilkes- 
burgli,  and  find  that  it  contains  about  140  acres  of  the  first 
quality  and  72  acres  of  the  second  quality,  including  an  Island 
called  Buttonwood  island. 

To  enable  your  honorable  Board  to  fix  the  value  of  these 
lands  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  our  first  report  of  this  day 
on  the  claim  of  Mr.  David  Meade. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  most  Obed't  Servants, 

Timothy  Pickering, 
Stephen  Balliet, 
Wm.  Montgomery. 

(No  5.; 
The  Honorable  the  Board  of  Property : 

Gentlemen  :  We  hav^e  made  inquiry,  as  the  law  directs,  rel- 
ative to  the  claims  of  David  Fowler,  and  Report  that  the  land 
claimed  and  shewn  by  said  Fowler  lies  on  both  sides  of  Toby's 
Creek,  in  Kingston,  on  the  west  side  of  the  River,  about  one 
and  a  half  miles  from  Wilkesburgh,  and  consists  of  about  one 
hundred  acres  of  good  upland,  and  sixty  acres  of  good  meadow, 
the  whole  of  four-fifths  of  the  value  of  land  of  the  first  quality, 
described  in  our  first  report  on  David  Meade's  claims. 

(No  6.) 
We  also  report  on  the  claims  of  Dr.  William  Plunkett ;  that 
the  land  claimed  and  shewn  as  his  property  lies  on  Toby's 
Creek,  in  Kingston,  about  one  mile  and  three  quarters  from 
Wilkesburgh,  and  consists  of  about  70  acres  of  good  upland 
and  50  acres  of  good  meadow,  each  of  four-fifths  of  the  value 
of  land  of  the  first  quality,  described  in  our  first  report  above 
mentioned,  and  of  about  40  acres  of  one-fifth  the  value  of  the 
two  former  parcels. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  Obed't  Servants, 

Timothy  Pickering, 
Stephen  Balliet, 
Wm.  Montgomery. 
P.  S.— The  claim  of  Dr.  Plunket  is  said  to  be  in  the  right  of 
George  Field. 

(No.  7.) 

September  22,  1787. 
ITie  Honorable  the  Board  of  Property : 

Gentlemen  :  We  have  made  inquiry,  as  the  law  directs,  rel- 
ative to  the  claims  of  Wm.  Maclay,  Esq.,  in  right  of  Joseph 
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Wheeler,  and  Report  that  the  land  claimed  and  shown  to  be 
the  right  of  said  Wheeler,  situate  on  the  west  side  of  the  River 
in  the  upper  part  of  Shawanee  or  Plymouth,  three  miles  and 
a  half  from  Wilkesburgh,  consists  of  two-third  parts  thereof 
of  the  first  quality  and  the  remainder  of  the  second  quality, 
containing  in  the  whole  by  information,  one  hundred  and  nine 
acres  and  llG  p.  ;  for  deterininiug  the  value  of  these  lands  we 
beg  leave  to  refer  your  Honors  to  our  first  Report  of  yesterday. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Your  most  Obed't  Servants, 

Timothy  Pickering, 
Stephen  Balliet, 
Wm.  Montgomery 


MEMORIAL  OF  THE  PENNSYLVANIA  LANDHOLDERS. 


[Read  November  23,  1787.] 

To  the  kon.  the  general  Assemhly  of  the  commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, the  representation  and  petition  of  sundry  Land- 
holders in  the  County  of  Luzerne  : 

Your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  represent  that  they  have  the 
most  serious  apprehensions  for  their  property  and  for  the 
peace  of  the  State  in  consequence  of  a  clause  introduced  into 
the  bill  relating  to  that  county  now  depending  before  your 
hon.  house ; 

That  they  conceive  the  laws  last  past  on  that  subject  are  of 
the  Nature  of  a  solemn  compact  bevween  this  independent 
State  and  a  bodj'  of  citizens  of  another  independent  State  con- 
nected with  and  acknowledged  by  this  commonwealth  ; 

That  in  the  present  state  of  the  finances  of  Pennsylvania  they 
fear  the  expence  of  a  large  and  permanent  force  will  be  nec- 
essary to  crush  an  opposition  rendered  more  firm  and  deter- 
mined by  breach  of  public  faith,  destructive  of  all  confidence 
in  this  government ; 

That  the  law  of  1787,  by  dividing  the  opposition,  has  rend- 
ered the  business  of  reducing  the  late  intruders  easy,  certain 
and  much  less  expensive  to  Pennsylvania  than  any  other  mode 
that  can  be  adopted  ; 

They,  therefore,  most  earnestly  pray  your  hon.  house  not  to 
alter  in  any  particular  the  footing  on  which  the  actual  resi- 
dents in  the  County,  before  the  decree  of  Trenton,  were  placed, 
as  they  are  perfectly  convinced  and  tatisfied  that  it  will  ren- 
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der  nugatory  any  compensation  the  State  may  offer  to  the 
Pennsylvanians,  and  linally  prove  the  most  injurious  and  ex- 
pensive mode  that  can  be  pursued. 

They  beg  leave  further  to  pray  that  an  attention  to  com- 
pensating their  just  demands  on  tlie  State  may  not  so  far  influ- 
ence the  honoi-able  house  as  to  induce  to  take  any  measures  at 
this  time  in  their  favor,  if  it  is  to  lead  the  legislature  into  a 
breach  of  the  sacred  obligations  of  public  faith. 

Sam'l  Meredith, 
TE^'CH  CoxE, 
Reuben  Haines, 
Tench  Francis, 
Levi  Hollingsworth, 
John  Sitgreaye, 
Tho's  Affleck. 


OBSERVATIONS  OF  THE  ROAD  COMMITTEE. 


Ohservatio7is  hy  the  committee  of  the  land-holders  oil  the  utility 
and  importance  of  the  roads  proposed  to  he  laid  open  in  North- 
ampton and  Luzerne. 

It  is  of  consequence  to  the  public,  as  well  as  the  land-holders, 
that  an  adequate  idea  should  be  formed  of  the  importance  of 
having  roads  laid  out  and  opened  in  the  counties  of  Northamp- 
ton and  Luzerne,  between  the  rivers  Delaware  and  Susque- 
hanna. 

If  the  expence  to  the  public  be  an  objection,  we  are  fortunate 
in  ha\^ng  thought  of  an  adequate  means  of  obviating  it.  Let 
us  suppose  seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  be  granted  in  aid 
of  the  plan.  Sixty  tracts  of  four  hundred  acres  each,  at  the 
rate  of  the  old  purchase,  being  ten  pounds  certificate  per  hun- 
dred acres,  and  five  pounds  per  tract  for  warrants  and  patents, 
will  produce  a  greater  sum,  besides  the  benefit  of  sinking  one 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  more  in  certificates. 

For  example, 

Certificates.   Specie. 
60  tracts  of  400  acres,  at    £40  per  tract  is,       £2400 
Certificates  being  about  4s.  per  20s.  deduct\         jj^oq 
4-5ths  to  make  it  specie,  which  will  be  sunk,  > 


£480 


60  warrants  at  Jils.  and  60  patents  at  69s.,  300 

Whence  it  api^ears  there  will  be  sunk  in  specie,  £780 
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Now  if  we  consider  the  quantity  of  vacant  lands  which  lie  in 
the  intervals  of  Northampton  and  Luzerne,  there  can  be  but 
little  doubt  but  that  sales  in  consequence  of  sach  capital  and 
extensive  roads  going  thro'  the  centre  of  so  great  a  country, 
will  take  place,  to  the  amount  of  sixty  tracts,  or  twenty -four 
thousand  acres.  But  when  we  recollect  that  it  is  part  of  the 
plan  to  extend  the  road  over  to  Tioga  Point,  which  will  lead 
the  population  and  purchases  into  the  district  of  William 
M'Clay,  Esquire,  being  No.  1  in  the  new  purcliase,  where  the 
lands  will  probably  be  from  thirty  pounds  per  hundred  acres, 
down  to  twenty  or  fifteen  pounds,  we  cannot  have  the  least 
doubt  that  the  state  will  be  immediately  refunded  all  its  ad- 
vances, and  sink  a  handsome  part  of  its  debt  in  certificates 
besides. 

A  second  object  of  great  importance  at  this  moment  is  the 
effect  this  measure  will  have  in  quieting  any  remaining  disposi- 
tions to  disorder  in  the  county  of  Jiuzerne.  A  new,  easy 
road  will  be  opened  from  the  thick-settled  and  well-affected 
counties  of  Philadelphia,  Montgomery,  Bucks,  &c.,  and  from 
the  lower  parts  of  Northampton  county  to  Tioga,  by  which  a 
force,  if  necessary,  may  be  rapidly  moved  to  that  place.  Dis- 
turbances will  be  rendered  much  more  improbable  and  less 
dangerous  from  the  constant  progress  of  settlement  under 
Pennsylvania  titles  in  the  parts  of  Northampton  and  Luzerne, 
which  lie  on  and  near  the  courses  of  the  proposed  roads.  This 
consideration,  it  is  conceived,  is  of  great  consequence. 

These  roads  will  necessarily  be  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
miles  in  extent ;  and  the  country  through  which  they  are  to  be 
laid  out  is  above  seventy  miles  in  length,  north  and  south,  and 
about  sixty  miles  wide  on  a  medium,  and  consequently  contains 
four  thousand  two  hundred  square  miles,  or  about  two  millions 
eight  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land.  How  grand  an  object 
then  does  this  appear  to  the  manufactures,  internal  and  foreign 
commerce,  agriculture  and  general  resources  and  powers  of  the 
state. 

If  we  extend  the  idea  further,  as  we  justly  may,  to  the  numer- 
ous tracts  of  land  belonging  to  New  York,  which  lie  on  the 
Delaware,  Susquehanna  and  Tioga  Rivers,  from  the  first  to 
the  hundredth  milestone,  we  shall  see  the  importan<!e  of  this 
plan  in  yet  stronger  light.  We  shall  at  once  perceive  that  a 
very  large  part  of  the  state  of  New  York  will  be  rendered,  as 
to  all  purposes  of  commerce,  a  part  of  Pennsylvania  by  these 
roads,  and  by  the  improvements  of  the  navigation  of  the  Dela- 
ware and  Susquehanna,  which  the  settlement  of  this  country 
will  enable  and  induce  the  owners  to  effect. 

A  great  part  of  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  Massachusetts, 
48— Vol.  XVIII. 
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and  nearly  the  whole  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  lie  due 
east  of  the  Lands  thro'  -which  these  roads  are  proposed  to  pass  ; 
so  that  all  the  emigrants  f]om  those  parts,  now  known  to  be 
full  of  inhabitants,  will  be  induced  by  good  roads  to  take  this 
country  in  their  way  westward,  which  will  give  Pennsylvania 
a  great  opportunity  of  acquiring  settlers,  citizens  and  taxables. 
It  is  conceived  that  time  should  not  be  lost,  for  by  getting  the 
start  of  a  season  we  may  turn  the  tide  of  emigration  into  this 
channel. 

From  the  habits  of  our  own  countrymen,  meat  has  become 
an  indispensible  article  to  our  laborers  and  hired  hands.  The 
settlement  of  the  country  under  consideration  appears  there- 
fore of  great  importance  to  the  manufacturers  of  Pennsylvania, 
for  it  is  well  kno\vn  to  contain  a  great  proportion  of  meadow 
and  pasture  lands,  and  of  course  that  it  is  adapted  to  raising 
cattle.  It  is  surelv  a  matter  much  to  be  desired  that  the 
farmers  of  New  England  may  be  induced  to  settle  among  us  as 
(dtizens  of  Pennsylvania,  and  furnish  us  with  this  important 
article  of  domestic  support  and  foreign  commerce,  which  we 
have  been  used  to  obtain  from  other  quarters,  especially  as  we 
have  several  millions  of  acres  suitable  for  breeding  and  raising 
cattle.  At  present  we  are  tributary  to  foreign  countries  for 
V)arreled  beef,  which  is  imported  from  Ireland  by  a  voyage  of 
three  thousand  miles. 

A  road  to  Tioga,  whose  waters  nearly  approach  those  of  Lake 
Ontario,  appears  to  be  of  great  importance  to  our  Indian  trade. 

Tho'  it  be  very  probable  that  the  most  elijrible  will  be 
through  the  Sinnemahoning  river,  yet  the  chances  of  securing 
that  trade  will  be  encreased  by  opening  this  practicable  route 
thro'  the  Genesee  country  to  liake  Ontario.  The  channels  of 
commerce  as  they  offer,  should  be  immediately  secured  when- 
ever the  expence  is  moderate. 

The  article  of  potash  forms  a  part  of  the  export  of  New  York 
to  the  amount,  it  is  said,  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  per 
annum.  The  woods  of  the  country  through  which  it  is  ]iro- 
posed  these  roads  should  be  laid  out  are  proper,  for  the  manu- 
factory of  this  article,  and  enough  can  be  spared  to  make  it  in 
very  great  quantities. 

The  proceedings  of  the  land-holders  will  not  be  deemed  an 
improper  subject  of  observation.  For  while  their  numerous 
and  generous  subscriptions  will  prove  their  conviction  of  the 
puV)lic  and  private  advantages  that  will  result  from  these  roadie, 
they  show  a  liberal  and  equitable  disposition  not  to  withhold 
their  money  in  a  case  wherein  they  acknowledge  they  will  be 
benefited.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  add  that  several  private 
owners  of  New  York  lands  have  exerted  themselves  in  promot- 
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ing  these  roads,  and  that  they  are  proportional  contributors  to 

the  plan. 

JoH^'  Nicholson, 
Tench  Coxk, 
Mark  Wilcox, 
Tench  Francis, 
Henry  Drinker, 

Committee. 
Philadelphia,  31areh  o,  1788. 


THE  SUSPENSION  ACT  OF  1788. 

An  act  to  suspend  an  act,  entitled  "an  Act  for  ascertaining  and  con- 
firming to  certain  persons  called  Connecticut  claimants,  the  lands 
by  them  claimed  -vviLhin  the  County  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses therein  mentioned." 

Section  1.  Wherea>,  By  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  as- 
eertiiiniiifj  and  conlirming  certain  persons,  called  Connecti- 
cut claimants,  the  lantls  by  them  claimed,  within  the  cotinty 
of  Luzerne,  and  lor  ocher  purposes  therein  mentioned,"'  ir  is, 
among  other  things,  enacted,  that  certain  commissioners 
therein  named,  or  thereafter  to  be  appointed,  should,  within  a 
limited  time,  meet  together  with  the  said  county,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  receiving  and  examining  the  claims  of  the  said  claim- 
ants, and  ascertaining  and  confirming  the  same.  And  xchereas. 
When  these  commissioners  liad  met,  in  pursuance  of  the  said 
law,  they  were  interrupted  in  their  proceedings  by  the  combi- 
nations, threatening  and  outrageous  violence  of  certain  lawless 
people  in  the  said  county  of  Luzerne,  and  obliged  to  fly  for  the 
preservation  of  their  lives.  And  whereas^  Doubts  have  also 
arisen  concerning  the  construction,  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  said  law,  for  which,  and  other  causes,  it  hath  become  very 
difficult  to  determine  the  same,  and  to  adjust  the  compensation 
to  be  made  to  those  persons  who  will  be  divested  of  their  pro- 
perty by  the  operation  of  the  said  law,  if  the  same  shall  be 
carried  into  effect.  And  trhereas,  The  time  in  which  these  com- 
missioners were  to  receive  their  claims  has  expired,  but  their 
other  powers  still  remain,  which,  if  immediately  executed, 
withotit  further  provisions  and  regulations  being  previously 
made,  will  tend  to  embarrassment  and  confusion." 

Section  2.  Be  it  therefore  enacted.,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted 
hji  the  Repi'esentati ves  of  the  Freeman  of  the  CommomveaJth  of 
Pennsylvania  m  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authority  oj 
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the  same,  That  so  much  of  the  said  law  as  iini)owers  the  said 
commissioners  to  ascertain  and  confirm  the  claims  of  the  said 
people,  called  Connecticut  claimants,  and  all  and  every  part  of 
the  said  act,  which  gives  anj  power  and  authority  to  the  said 
commissioners,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  suspended,  until  the 
I>egislature  of  this  Commonwealth  shall,  by  a  law  for  that 
purpose  to  be  enacted,  make  further  provisions  and  regula- 
tions in  the  premises,  and  shtUl  direct  and  require  the  said  com- 
missioners to  proceed  in  the  exercise  of  their  said  powei's. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  House 

Thomas  Mifflin.  Speaker. 

Enacted    at  Philadelphia,  Saturday  the  2'.tth  day  of  March, 
1788. 

Peter  Zachary  TiLOYD. 
Clerk  of  the  General  Assemhly. 


Vote  on  Suspending  the  Act  of  1787. 
Yeas. 
Valentine  Upp,  Bucks  county. 
James  Moore,  Chester  county. 
Alexander  Lowrey,  Lancaster  county. 
James  Clem  son,  Lancaster  county. 
Jacob  Erb,  Lancaster  county. 
Michael  Schmyser.  York  county. 
William  Mitchell,  York  county. 
David  McClellan,  Y'ork  county. 
Josejjh  Reed,  Y^ork  county. 
Thomas  Clingan.  Y'ork  county. 
David  Mitcliell,  Cumberland  county. 
Thomas  Beale,  Cumberland  county. 
Thomas  Kennedy,  Cumberland  county. 
John  Oliver,  Cumberland  county. 
Joseph  Hiester,  Berks  county. 
Gabriel  Hiester,  Berks  county. 
David  Davis,  Berks  county. 
Joseph  Sands,  Berks  county. 
Philip  Kreemer.  Berks  county. 
Peter  Trexler,  Jun.,  ]S^orthampton  county. 
Thomas  Mawhortev,  Northampton  county. 
Peter  Burkhalter.  Northampton  county. 
John  Piper,  Bedford  county. 
Jacob  Saylor,  Bedford  county. 
Samuel  IMaclay.  Northumberland  county. 
John  White,  Northumberland  county. 
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William  Findley,  Westmoreland  county. 
James  Barr,  Westmoreland  county. 
John  McDowell,  AVashington  county. 
James  Allison,  Washington  county. 
Alexander  Wright,  Washington  county. 
John  Flenniken,   Washington  count}'. 
Theophilus  Phillips,  Fayette  county. 
John  Gilchrist,  Fayette  county. 
James  McLene,  Franklin  county. 
James  McCalmont,  Fritnklin  county. 
Jacob  ReifT,  Montgomery  county. 
Robert  LoUar,  Montgomery  county. 
Benjamin  Rittenhouse,  Montgomery  county. 
Jacob  Miley,  Dauphin  county. 
Roller t  Clark,  Dauphin  countj'. 
John  Carson,  Dauphin  county. 

Nays. 

George  Clymer,  City  of  Philadelphia. 

Thomas  Fitzsimmons,  City  of  Philadelphia. 

Jacob  Hiltzheimer,  City  of  Philadelphia. 

William  Will,  City  of  Philadelphia. 

William  Robinson,  Jun..  County  of  Philadelphia. 

John  Salter,  County  of  Philadelphia. 

George  Logan,  County  of  Philadelphia. 

Richard  Peters,  Philadelphia. 

Gerardus  Wynkoop,  Bucks  county. 

John  Chapman,  Bucks  countj*. 

Samuel  Foulke,  Bucks  county. 

Robert  Ralston,  Chester  count.v. 
Richard  Thomas,  Chester  county. 
Samuel  Evans,  Chester  county. 
Townsend  Whelen,  Chester  county. 
Adam  Hubley,  Lancaster  county. 
Joseph  Work.  Lancaster  county. 
John  Hopkins,  Lancaster. 
Joseph  Lilley,  York  county. 
John  Irvine,  Westmoreland  county. 
John  Paul  Schott,  Luzerne  county. 
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MEMORIAL  OF  PENNSYLVANIA  CLAIMANTS. 


Lower  Smithfiekl,  Northampton  County,    July  14,  1788. 

To  His  Excellency,  Benjamin    Franklin,  Esquire,  President  of 

the  mate  of  Pennsijlcania,  and  to  the  Honorable  t?ie  Executive 

Council : 

The  Petition  of  tlie  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  the  County 
of  Northampton,  Owners  of  I^ands  at  Wyoming  and  elsewhere 
on  the  River  Susquelianna,  claiming  under  Titles  derived  from 
this  State,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  associates  most 
humbly  represent  : 

Tliat  your  Petitioners  from  their  present  places  of  Residence, 
North  of  the  Blue  Mountain,  have  not  the  means  of  early  In- 
formation on  any  Subject.  We  reside  far  from  the  Seat  of 
Cxovernment,  and,  unfortunately  for  us,  are  often  uninformed 
of  the  Measures  pursuing  by  the  State  at  Times  when  our  In- 
terest is  essentially  concerned.  We  Knew  not  of  the  Resolve 
of  the  Assembly  passed  the  27th  day  of  March  last,  before  the 
Publication  thereof  in  Dunlap  and  Claypooles  Paper  reached 
us  by  Accident  on  the  10th  instant.  We  observe  that  the  Com- 
missioners require  That  the  Claimants  under  this  State  do 
send  "Such  Papers  and  other  Information  as  will  enable  the 
Commissioners  to  ascertain  the  Situation  and  Quantity  of 
such  Lands  respectively  claimed  by  them,  to  Colonel  Picker- 
ing at  Wilkesbarre,  by  the  23tJi  Day  of  this  Month,"  a  Period  so 
near  at  Hand  and  at  a  Season  of  the  year  with  us  the  Heighth 
and  Hurry  of  Harvest  as  renders  the  absence  of  every  Man 
among  us  that  has  a  sheaf  of  Grain  of  their  Own  to  reap  or 
depends  on  getting  Bread  for  his  Labour  from  his  friends  or 
Neighl)or  impossible.  We,  therefore,  beg  Council  to  consider 
the  Embarrassments  that  present  to  defeat  the  Accomplish- 
ment of  the  Duty  of  the  Commissioners.  We  conceive  their 
Business  is  to  view  and  value  every  Tract  of  Land  claimed  by 
us  and  our  Associates,  to  have  the  fullest  Information  of  the 
Improvements  made  on  the  Lands  by  the  Claimants  under 
Pennsylvania  before  their  Expulsion,  in  Order  that  they  might 
form  a  Judgment  of  the  Value  of  our  Property  and  the  Amount 
of  the  Compensation  to  be  made  for  our  I^osses.  It  appears  to 
us  that  to  effect  this  with  any  Decree  of  Certainty  the  personal 
attendance  of  the  former  settlers  will  be  absolutely  needful, 
and  if  we  set  out  on  this  Business  now,  we  turn  our  Backs  on 
our  Crops  and  throw  ourselves  defenceless  and  unarmed  in  the 
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M'ay  of  a  set  of  lawless  Banditti,  who,  having  formerl.v  robbed 
and  ruined  many  of  ns,  are  now  quarreling  and  destroying 
One  another  about  the  Division  of  our  Possessions  and  Pro- 
perty, and  amongst  whom  at  any  Time,  especially  the  present, 
neither  our  Papers  or  Persons  woulcj  be  safe  ;  they  have  even 
suspected  and  seized  u  pon  their  friend.  Counsellor  and  Advocate, 
Timothy  Pickering,  to  whose  extraordinary  Abilities  many  of 
our  Associates  owe  their  ruin  and  whose  Machinations  pro- 
duced the  Act  of  27th  March,  1787,  which  has  entangled  the 
State  in  Perplexity  heretofore  unknown  in  Pennsylvania. 

With  the  most  pert'^ct  Respect  for  your  Excellency  and 
Council  we  pray  for  Leave  to  call  to  your  remembrance  the 
Proceedings  of  April,  1783.  Messrs.  Josepn  and  William  Mont- 
gomery and  Moses  McClean  were  appointed  Commissioners  by 
the  Legislature,  before  whom  the  Claimants  under  Pennsyl- 
vania met  at  Wyoming  and  presented  a  State  of  their  respec- 
tive Claims,  at  which  Time  the  Surveyor  of  the  District,  Col. 
Stewart,  was  called  upon  to  produce  the  original  Surveys  and 
General  Drafts  of  that  Country  from  Fort  Augusta  to  the 
Bounds  of  the  State,  by  which  at  one  view  the  several  Owners 
could  shew  the  Spot  he  claimed  and  his  Order  or  Warrant  there- 
for. We  can  with  Truth  and  Boldness  affirm  that  the  Commis- 
sioners were  fully  satisfied  with  our  Conduct  and  that  Demon- 
stration beyond  the  Power  of  Contradiction  shone  forth  then 
on  the  Side  of  Justice,  and  that  we  and  our  Associates  rested 
from  that  Time  in  full  Confidence  and  on  the  most  solemn  as- 
surances of  the  State,  pledged  to  us  by  their  Commissioners 
for  Support  and  Protection  in  our  Property  against  all  In- 
vaders. How  far  and  fatally  we  have  been  disappointed  the  act 
of  the  27th  Day  of  March,  1787,  will  shew.  We,  therefor,  be- 
seech Your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil to  take  our  Case  under  your  Consideration,  to  bring  in  Re- 
view before  You  the  Hardships  we  labour  under  and  the  Un- 
certainty and  Hazard  of  either  attending  in  Person  or  trans- 
mitting our  Deeds,  Drafts  or  Contracts  to  Timothy  Pickering, 
who  we  hear  is  at  present  in  Duress.  Indeed  it  seems  doubt- 
ful to  us  whether  the  Commissioners  can  proceed  in  the  Busi- 
ness during  these  Times  of  Confusion,  But  if  they  may,  it  must 
be  evident  that  without  a  View  of  the  Premises  and  General 
Draught  of  the  Country  now  called  Luzerne  from  Nescopeck 
to  Tioga,  they  cannot  neither  ascertain  whose  the  Lands  of 
Right  belong  unto  nor  affix  a  Value  so  as  to  do  Justice  to  the 
lawful  Owners  in  Estimating  the  Compensation  to  be  made 
them.  Trusting  therefore  that  your  Excellency  and  Council 
will  justify  us  in  a  perfect  Neutrality  in  the  present  State  of 
Riot  and   Quarrels  ctt  Wyoming,  and   that   no  Interference  of 
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Ours  at  present  would  tend  to  any  good  Purpose,  but  on  the 
Contrary,  rather  involve  our  worthy  Citizens,  the  Original 
owners,  in  Feuds  with  the  Banditti  at  Wyoming.  We  com- 
mitt  Ourselves  and  Associates  to  the  Direction  of  Council  on 
this  Occasion,  and  as  in  Duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

John  Vaw  Campen, 
JoHX  Chambers, 
William  Clark. 
.ToHX  Smyth, 
Agents  for  the    Oirners    of  Land    at   Wyoming,  who    reside    tit 
Nortfia install  L'oanty. 


DISSENTMENT    TO    REPORT    OF    COMMISSIONERS   TO 
REPEAL  CONFIRMING  ACT; 

Dissentient  from  the  vote  adopting  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee in  favor  of  repealing  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  as- 
certaining and  confirming  to  certain  persons,  called  Connecti- 
cut claimants,  the  lands  by  them  claimed  within  the  county 
of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned." 

1st.  Because  we  consider  the  act  which  the  resolution  adopted 
l)y  the  House  proposes  to  repeal,  to  be  either  in  the  nature  of 
an  absolute  or  a  conditional  grant  to  the  Connecticut  settlers. 
If  the  latter  it  has  not  yet  been  proved  to  our  satisfaction,  that 
the  insurrection  at  Wyoming,  which  occasioned  the  commis- 
sioners to  fly,  proceeded  from  a  general  determination  to  resist 
the  authority  and  reject  the  bounties  of  this  State,  or  from  the 
turbulent  dispositions  of  some  of  the  adherents  of  John  Frank- 
lin, who  were  incensed  at  his  sudden  and  secret  arrest ;  few  of 
whom  could  derive  any  benefit  from  the  law  which  the  com- 
missioners were  then  carrying  into  execution,  and  consequently 
it  has  not  appeared  Avith  that  clearness  which  the  importance 
of  the  subject  requires  that  ".here  has  been  any  breach  of  im- 
])lied  condition  of  the  law,  viz  :  That  the  Connecticut  settlers 
would  submit  to  the  authorities  of  the  State. 

3d.  Because  if  the  grant  is  absolute,  it  is  obligatory  upon  the 
State,  and  can  onlv  Ije  revoked  ujxjn  the  terms  mentioned  here- 
after. AVe  conceive  that  a  law  vesting  an  interest  conveys  the 
most  (authentic)  and  (solemn)  title  that  can  be  annexed  to  pro- 
perty, after  which  the  State  has  not  the  same  power  over  the 
law  which  it  most  unquestionably  possesses  over  its  own  acts 
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of  another  nature.  But  in  no  instance  can  the  power  of  re- 
l>ea]ing  laws  attect  their  obligations  while  in  force,  and  conse- 
quently, if  the  effect  of  the  law  while  in  force  is  permanent  and 
perpetual  upon  the  subject  to  which  it  relates,  a  repeal 
although  it  may  destroy  the  law,  cannot  diminish  the  effect  it 
has  already  produced. 

3d.  Because,  although  it  is  universally  conceded  that  private 
property  may  at  any  time  be  taken  for  public  uses,  vet  it  can 
only  be  so  taken  on  condition  of  making  full  and'adequate 
compensation  to  the  private  proprietor ;  and  hence,  it  may 
follow  that  the  iState,  from  whatever  motives,  having  conveyed 
the  title  to  the  lands  in  dispute,  under  certain  terms  and  modi- 
fications to  the  Connecticut  settlers,  will  at  a  future  day  be 
liable  to  make  a  more  expensive  compensation  to  those  settlers, 
than  the  whole  amount  of  the  demands  of  the  Pennsylvania 
claimants. 

4th.   Because  it  is  introducing  a  most  dangerous  principle  to 
repeal  a  law  of  any  kind   from  an  impression,  however  strong 
that  the  Legislature  was  deceived  at  the  time  of  passing  the 
law.     A  law  contrary  to  the  Constitution  mav,  and  ought  to  be 
repealed;  for  in  thai  instance  there  is  a  certain  guide,  which, 
although  it  may  be  disobeyed,  cannot  be  misunderstood.     But 
to   pass   our  own  judgment  in  a  legislative  manner  upon  the 
sufficiency  of  the  motives  which  induced  a  former  Assembly  to 
enact  a  law  of  the  nature  of  that  which  it  is  now  proposed  to 
repeal,  and  to  collect  these  motives  from  other  sources  than  the 
law  itself,  appears  to  us  to  endanger  the  authoritv  even  of  our 
own  proceedings,  by  rendering  them  liable  at  a  future  day  to 
be  subverted  in  the  same  manner,  with  perhaps  still  less  evi- 
dence than  we  have  to  proceed  on.     And  it  Avill  directly  tend 
to  destroy  the  order,  safety  and  happiness  derived    froni   civil 
society  ;  for  as  the  obligation  of  the  laws  is  rendered  less  solemn 
and  conclusive,  the  Legislature  will  naturally  become  less  im- 
pressed with  their  importance,  and  the  people  will  gradually 
learn  to  disregard  their  authority. 
(Signed) 

VViLLiAM  Rawle, 
Richard  Thomas, 
Richard  I)owxi>-g,  Jr., 
Lawrkxce  Sicklk, 
.ToxATHAx  Roberts, 
Jacob  Hiltsheimer, 
Hexry  Derijvg, 
Samuel  Ashmead, 
(>BADiAH  Gore, 
Hermax  Husbaxd. 
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REPEAL  OF  (.CONFIRMING  LAW. 


An  act  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  "  An  act  for  ascertaining  and  contirm- 
ing  to  certain  persons,  called  Connecticut  claimants,  the  lands  by 
them  claimed  within  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned." 

Section  1.  Wherkas,  An  act  of  Assembly,  enacted  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-seven,  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  and  confirm- 
ing to  certain  persons,  called  Connecticut  Claimants,  the  lands 
by  them  claimed  within  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned, ' "  hath  been  found,  in  its  principles 
and  operations,  to  be  unjust  and  oppressive,  inasmuch  as  it 
divested  many  citizens  of  this  State  of  their  lands  without  their 
consent,  and  without  making  them  any  just  compensation; 
And  ichereas,  Depriving  individuals  of  their  property  in  such 
a  summary  way  is  unconstitutional,  and  of  the  most  danger- 
ous consequence  ;  A7id  wJiPveus,  Said  act  was  enacted  by  the 
Legislature  hastily  without  due  consideration  had,  and  proper 
information  of  the  magnitude  of  the  grant ;  And  whereas. 
Carrying  said  act  into  effect  would  impose  a  grievous  burthen 
on  the  good  citizens  of  this  State  to  make  compensation  to 
tliose  who  Avould  thereby  be  divested  of  their  property;  And 
tvhereas,  The  reasons  set  forth  in  the  preamble  of  said  act  do 
not  appear  sufficient  to  warrant  any  legislative  interference 
or  departure  from  the  established  rules  of  justice,  in  respect  to 
private  property,  nor  hath  had  the  effect  proposed  : 

Section  2.  Be  it  enacted,  d-c.  That  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  ascertaining  and  confirming  to  certain  persons  called 
Connecticut  claimants,  &c.,"  '  *  *  *  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed,  and  all  proceedings  had  under  said  act  are 
hereby  rendered  void,  and  declared  to  be  null  and  of  no  effect  : 
and  all  titles  and  claims  which  might  be  supposed  to  be  affected 
by  said  act  are  hereby  re-vested  in  the  former  owners,  in  as 
full  and  ample  a  manner  as  if  the  said  act  had  never  been  en- 
acted, anything  in  the  same  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Sectio:^  3.  And  whereas.  It  hath  been  represented  to 
this  house,  that  judgment  has  been  obtained  in  sundry  actions 
of  ejectment  brought  in  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the 
county  of  Northumberland,  for  sundry  tracts  of  land  now 
lying  within  the  county  of  Lttzerne,  at  the  suit  of  persons 
claiming  under  titles  derived   from   the  late   Proprietaries  of 
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Pennsylvania,  in  which  ju(igm«nt  by  default  has  been  recov- 
ered against  person?*  holding  such  lands  by  virtue  of  rights; 
or  titles  derived  from  or  under  the  State  of  Connecticut,  and 
it  is  right  and  just  that  the  defendants  in  such  actions  should 
not  be  dispossessed  without  a  trial  by  jury  : 

Be  it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  writ 
or  writs  of  Scire  Facias,  or  Habere  Facias  Possessionem,  shall 
issue  from  the  said  court  to  revive  such  judgments,  or  to  carry 
them  into  effect  ;  but  original  suits  in  ejectment,  for  recovery 
of  any  such  tracts  of  land  within  the  said  county,  may  be 
brought  at  the  suit  of  such  Pennsylvania  claimants  or  any  of 
them. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  House, 

Richard  Pktkrs, 

Speaker. 
Peter  Zachary  Lloyd, 
Clerk  of  the  Assembly. 
Enacted  at  Philadelphia,  Thursday.  A])ril  1,  1790. 


The  Vote  on  Repeal  of  Confirming  Lata. 
Yeas. 
Francis  Gurney,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Thomas  Paul,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
Thomas  Britton,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
Elias  Boys,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
Gerardus  Wynkoop,  Bucks  county. 
Valentine  Upp,  Bucks  county. 
John  Chapman,  Bucks  county. 
James  Bryan,  Bucks  county. 
John  McDowell,  Chester  county. 
James  Ciemson,  Lancaster  county. 
Jacob  Erb,  Lancaster  county. 
John  Miller,  Lancaster  county. 
Jacob  Schmyser,  York  countv. 
William  Godfrey,  York  county. 
Tiiomas  Kennedy,  Cumberland  county. 
David  Mitchell,  Cumberland  county. 
Jonathan  Hoge,  Cumberland  county. 
John  Ludwig,  Berks  county. 
Nicholas  Lutz,  Berks  county. 
Daniel  Leinbach,  Beiks  county. 
John  Moore,  Bedford  county. 
Samuel  Maclay,  Northumberland  county. 
John  White,  Northumberland  countv. 
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Jolin  Baird,  Westmoreland  county. 
James  Barr,  Westmoreland  county. 
James  Allison,  Washington  county. 
Alexander  Wright,  Washington  county. 
James  Marshall,  Washington  county. 
Thomas  Ryerson,  Washington  county. 
John  Gilchrist,  Fayette  county. 
James  Finley,  Fayette  county. 
James  Johnson,  Franklin  county. 
John  Rhea,  Franklin  county. 
Jacob  RiefT,  Montgomery  county. 
Benjamin  Markley   Montgomery  county. 
James  Vaux,  Montgomery  county. 
Jacob  Miley,  Dauphin  county. 
John  Carson,  Dauphin  county. 
James  McCreight,  Dauphin  county. 
David  Stewart,  Huntingdon  county. 
Hugh  Lloyd,  Delaware  county. 
Richard  Riley,  Delaware  county. 

Nays. 
Lawrence  Sickel,  Citj'  of  Philadelpiha. 
Jacob  Hiltzheimer,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
William  Lewis,  Ci*^y  of  Philadelphia. 
William  Rawlf,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Samuel  Ashmead,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
Richard  Thomas,  Chester  county. 
Richard  Downing,  Junior,  Chester  county. 
Henry  Dering,  Lancaster  coitnty. 
Thomas  Lilley,  York  county. 
Herman  Husband,  Bedford  county. 
Jonathan  Roberts,  Montgomery  county. 
Obediah  Gore,  Luzerne  county. 
John  Neville,  Allegheny  county. 
John  Harris,  Mifflin  county. 


Dissentient  of  the  Minority. 

Dissentient  from  the  vote  for  enacting  the  law,  entitled  an 
act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  "An  act  for  ascertaining  and 
confirming  to  certain  persons,  called  Connecticut  claimants, 
the  lands  by  them  claimed  in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  and  for 
other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

1st.  Because  the  passing  of  the  bill  into  a  law  in  the  same 
session  in  which  it  originated,  and  within  eight  days  after  it 
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was  first  read  to  the  House,  is  beyond  all  example  heretofore 
furnished  by  the  rage  or  folly  of  party,  a  flagrant  violation  of 
the  Constitution,  which  declares  that  "to  the  end  thai  laws 
before  they  are  enacted,  may  be  more  maturely  considered, 
and  the  inconvenience  of  hasty  determination  as  much  as  pos- 
sible prevented,  all  bills  of  a  public  nature  shall  be  printed  for 
the  consideration  of  the  people,  before  they  are  read  in  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  the  last  time  for  debate,  and  except  on  occa- 
sions of  sudden  necessity,  shall  not  be  passed  into  laws  until 
the  next  session  of  Assembly.*'  That  this  bill  was  of  'a  public 
nature"  all  who  have  understanding  to  comprehend,  and  can- 
dor to  acknowledge  the  obvious  meaning  of  words,  must  con- 
fess;  inasmuch  as  the  compensation  to  be  made  to  the  Penn- 
sylvania claimants,  related  to  the  whole  State,  and  affected  all 
its  members;  and  no  one  will  have  the  effrontery  to  say,  that 
any  "  occasion  of  sudden  necessity  "  had  occurred  tor  dispensing 
with  the  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 

This  wanton  precipitation  in  passing  the  bill,  is  inconsistent 
with  its  preamble,  in  which  one  motive  assigned  for  the  repeal 
of  the  confirming  law  is,  that  it  was  passed  hastily,  and  with- 
out due  consideration  had,  and  another  contradiction  equally 
glaring  is,  that  after  stating  that  the  said  act  divested  many 
citizens  of  this  State  of  their  lands,  without  their  consent,  and 
without  making  them  any  just  compensation,  it  assigns  as  a 
reason  for  the  repeal,  that  the  carrying  said  act  into  effect 
would  impose  a  grievous  burthen  on  the  good  citizens  of  this 
State,  to  make  compensation  to  those  who  would  thereby  be 
divested  of  their  property. 

The  Constitution  further  declares,  "that  for  the  more  perfect 
satisfaction  of  the  public,  the  reasons  and  motives  for  making 
laws,  shall  be  fully  and  clearly  expressed  in  the  preambles." 
Whatever  might  be  the  reasons  and  motives  for  passing  the 
bill,  the  facts  assumed  in  the  preamble,  but  which  were  neither 
proved  nor  admitted,  seem  to  have  been  intended  to  give 
color  to  a  proceding  which  stood  in  need  of  it,  if  not  to  bring 
reproach  on  a  former  House,  equally  respectable  at  least  with 
the  present  one  for  wisdom  and  virtue. 

2d.  Because  the  House  had  no  proper  evidence  in  support  of 
the  allegations  contained  in  the  preamble,  and  refused  to  in- 
quire either  in  the  House  or  in  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
whether  they  were  true  or  not.  In  a  measure  highly  interest- 
ing to  the  honour,  dignity,  and  justice  of  the  State,  in  a  meas- 
ure consigning  to  misery  and  ruin  many  hundred  families,  who 
had  trusted  to  its  good  faith,  and  calculated  to  bring  severe 
and  merited  i-eproach  on  a  former  Assembly,  a  decent  regard 
for  the  opinions  of  men  should   have  induced  the   House  to 
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have  heard  the  evidence  Avhicli  was  called  lor,  so  as  to  }?ive 
some  semblance  of  justice  to  their  proceedings.  This  was 
nevertheless  refused,  and  an  example  set  for  preferring  rumor 
to  facts,  assertions  to  proof,  and  conjecture  to  full  and  com- 
plete information.  A  solemn  vote  precluded  probing  inquiry, 
and  then  the  House  assuming  facts,  assigned  them  as  grounds 
lor  repealing  a  law  founded  in  wisdom,  justice,  and  sound  pol- 
icy. If  this  i)roceediug  is  not  a  mockery  of  justice,  and  a 
satire  on  the  H  ouse,  it  must  V)e  admitted  to  be  of  the  most 
dangerous  example. 

;Jd.  Because  the  confirming  act  was  founded  in  wisdom  and 
sound  policy,  and  the  allegations  in  the  preamble  to  the  bill 
repealing  it,  that  "it  was  unconstitutional,  and  of  the  most 
dangerous  consequences;"  and  that  "the  reasons  set  forth  in 
the  preamble  of  the  said  act,  do  not  appear  sufficient  to  war- 
rant any  legislative  interference,"  are  without  foundation. 

The  saliis  populi,  or  safety  of  the  people,  is  the  supreme  law 
of  the  land,  to  which  all  inferior  rights  and  regulations  must 
yield.  They  originate  from  and  are  auxiliary  to  society,  and 
may,  on  reasonable  compensation  made,  be  lawfully  resumed, 
whenever  the  great  ends  thereof  require  it,  for  the  accomplish- 
ment of  some  great  good,  or  to  arrest  an  impending  evil. 
These  important  truths  result  from  the  very  nature  of  society, 
and  the  first  principles  of  government.  They  are  sanctioned 
by  the  principles  of  individuals  and  the  practice  of  nations. 
They  are  confirmed  in  abundant  instances  by  our  municipal 
laws,  and  recognized  by  our  bill  of  rights.  The  Legislatuie 
who  enacted  that  law  were  neither  so  weak  nor  so  wicked  as 
men  less  informed  and  not  more  virtuous,  have  supposed  them 
to  have  been.  The  state  of  the  Commonwealth  called  for  the 
system  which  they  adopted,  and  had  a  policy  equally  just  and 
wise  been  since  pursued,  the  faith  of  Pennsylvania  would  not 
have  been  broken,  or  her  honor  tainted  by  her  own  sons. 

If  the  House  had  designed  to  inquire  for  themselves  of  wit- 
nesses at  the  bar,  or  in  committee  of  the  whole,  instead  of 
trusting  to  others,  the  truth  might  have  appeared  on  our  jour- 
nals, and  a  curious  spectacle  would  have  been  exhibited  l)y 
contrasting  it  with  the  preamble  of  the  bill.  But  the  hurry 
with  which  they  charged  a  former  House  with  proceeding 
"hastily  and  without  due  consideration  had,"  not  admitting 
of  the  necessary  inquiries,  has  exposed  them  to  that  censure 
which  has  been  wrongfully  imputed  to  others.  The  conduct 
of  the  Legislature  of  November,  1787,  when,  the  same  business 
came  before  them,  was  very  different.  Instead  of  listening  to 
idle  rumors,  they  called  witnesses  to  their  bar,  and  examined 
for  themselves.    They  liad  written  documents  laid  before  them. 
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and  became  well  acquainted  with  all  the  facts  which  led  to  the 
quieting  act,  as  well  as  with  its  eflfects.  The  charter  boun- 
daries of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut  were  supposed  to 
clash,  and  had  long  been  contested  before  and  since. the  Revo- 
hition.  Each  asserted  her  claim  to  the  country  at  and  about 
Wyoming,  and  manifested  a  resolution  to  mahitain  them  at 
every  hazzard.  The  Connecticut  claimants  settled  themselves 
on  the  lands,  under  grants  from  the  Susquehanna  Company, 
and  the  patronage  of  Connecticut.  They  maintained  and  cul- 
tivated their  lands,  until  the  decree  of  Trenton,  in  1782.  That 
decree  settled  the  rights  of  soil  and  territory,  as  between  the 
contending  States,  in  favor  of  Pennsylvania,  but  it  neither  did 
nor  possibly  could  affect  the  private  rights  of  individuals. 
The  judges  who  pronounced  that' decree,  nevertheless  became 
well  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  settlements,  and  the 
equity  resulting  from  them.  Under  the  impressions  made 
thereby,  they  wrote  a  letter  to  the  Executive  authority, of 
Pennsylvania,  which  is  perhaps  lost,  but  the  following  account 
of  it  has  been  given  by  one  of  the  same  judges  in  a  subsequent 
letter  :  "We  had  many  strong  reasons  for  writing  the  letter  to 
the  President  of  Pennsylvania.  We  were  fully  acquainted 
with  the  circumstances  of  the  New  England  settlers.  We 
knew  that  many  of  them  had  honestly  paid  for  their  posses- 
sions;  that  they  verily  believed  the  title  under  which  they 
claimed  to  be  perfectly  good  ;  that  they  had  cleared,  built 
upon,  and  improved  the  land  ;  that  in  doing  this  they  had  en- 
countered many  dangers,  and  suffered  innumerable  hardships  ; 
and  beyond  all  these  things,  and  what  cannot  be  estimated, 
many  of  their  nearest  connexions  had  spilt  their  blood  in  de- 
fense of  their  possessions. "  . 

Thus  circumstanced,  it  was  manifest  that  they  had  become 
enthusiastic  for  the  land  ;  that  the  reasoning  of  legislators  and 
statesmen  would  have  but  little  weight  with  them ;  that  if  the 
State  should  attempt  to  dispossess  them,  they  w^ould  become 
desparate  and  a  civil  war  would  be  the  consequence.  On  the 
contrary,  if  the  State  should  quiet  them  in  their  possessions, 
they  would  become  peaceable  good  citizens,  and  that  the  State 
could  compensate  those  who  held  the  Pennsylvania  title,  bv 
giving  them  an  equivalent  in  lands  or  money,  at  a  less  ex- 
pense than  that  of  dispossessing  the  New  England  settlers. 
That  therefore  the  interest,  the  humanity,  and  the  policy  of 
the  State,  would  lead  them  to  adopt  the  measures  that  we  re- 
commended. 

4th.  Because  the  act  hath,  so  far  as  dependent  on  the  Con- 
necticut claimants,  had  the  effects  proposed,  and  the  allega- 
tions to  the  contrary,  in  the  preamble  to  the  bill  for  its  repeal. 
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are  unfounded.  It  was  incontestibly  proved  on  a  former  oc- 
casion at  the  bar  of  the  House,  that  the  Connecticut  claimants, 
whose  rights  had  been  acquired  previous  to  the  decree  at 
Trenton,  and  who  were  the  only  persons  included  in  the  act, 
were  perfectly  satisfied  therewith,  and  that  all  of  them,  except 
six  or  eight,  had  submitted  to  the  government  and  laws  of 
Pennsylvania  :  that  all  those  who  had  been  disposed  to  join 
them,  had  abandoned  their  design,  except  the  half-share  men, 
who  had  come  among  them  since  the  decree  at  Trenton,  and 
who  were  not  included  in  the  act.  These  being  too  insignifi- 
cant to  make  any  formi'dable  opposition,  have  either  aban- 
doned the  settlement,  or  encouraged  by  the  wavering  conduct 
of  Pennsylvania,  remain  ready  to  renew  their  mischiefs,  if  by 
her  breach  of  faith,  others  should  be  induced  to  join  them. 
Hence  the  most  salutary  effects  have  been  derived  from  the 
law;  and  war,  perhaps  more  expensive  than  the  compensation 
to  have  been  made,  was  avoided  ;  peace  and  tranquility  were 
restored,  or  rather  took  place  for  the  first  time.  The  govern- 
ment and  laws  of  Pennsylvania  have  been  establishd,  and  had 
their  free  operation,  and  allies,  formidable  from  their  num- 
bers and  situation,  abandoned  their  hostile  views.  Thus  the 
great  objects  which  the  Legislature  had  in  view  in  passing  the 
Confirming  Law.  have  really  been  accomplished.  They  were 
principally  these  :  1st.  To  conciliate  the  mind  of  those  Claim- 
ants :  to  induce  them  to  relinquish  their  designs  of  absolutely 
rejecting  the  jurisdiction  of  this  State,  and  in  conjunction  with 
others  who  had  associated,  and  were  preparing  to  associate 
with  them,  of  erecting  a  new  and  independent  State  in  that 
and  the  adjacent  country.  2d.  To  put  an  end  to  the  distresses, 
expense,  and  bloodshed  which  during  a  series  of  years  had  at- 
tended This  dispute  ;  and  to  prevent  the  still  more  serious  evils 
of  a  civil  war,  which  not  only  a  contrary  policy,  but  a  delay  of 
that  salutary  confirmation  were  likely  to  produce;  the  meas- 
ures which  those  people  were  then  pursuing  having  a  direct 
tendency  to  that  fatal  issue.  3d.  A  further  object  of  that  law- 
was,  that  by  having  their  lands  confirmed  to  them,  those  peo- 
ple might  be  induced,  not  only  ro  rejinquish  the  designs  al- 
ready mentioned,  but  to  submit  to  the  government,  aiid  be- 
come useful  as  well  as  peaceful  citizens  of  this  State.  4th. 
Another  object,  and  it  was  an  object  of  high  importance,  was 
TO  render  practicable  the  setTlement  of  an  extensive  adjacent 
country,  to  which  the  contention  about  the  Wyoming  lands 
had  for  many  years  proved  a  fatal  bar.  These  were  the  great 
objects  of  the  Confirming  Law  ;  these  were  the  effects  proposed 
and  expected  to  result  from  it  :  and  the  event  has  justified  the 
expectation.     The  adjacent  country  is  in  a  train  of  settlement, 
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and  if  the  county  of  Luzerne  itself  has  not  greatly  increased  in 
population  and  improvement,  it  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  long 
suspension  of  the  Confirming  Law. 

5th.  Because  the  preamble  contains  most  indecent  and  un- 
warrantable reflections  on  the  Assembly  by  which  the  Con- 
firming Law  was  enacted.  That  Assembly  was  impressed  Avith 
the  weighty  considerations  above  stated  ;  considerations  which 
received  additional  force  from  many  collateral  circumstances, 
which  a  retrospect  to  the  numerous  mischiefs  which  had 
flowed  from  the  dispute  about  the  Wyoming  lands  could  not 
fail  to  bring  to  remembrance.  That  Assembly  must  have  recol- 
lected the  many  fruitless  attempts  of  government  to  extend 
its  jurisdiction  over  that  country,  and  have  seen  that  the  ob- 
stacles to  it  were  daily  increasing.  They  saw  that  there  was 
but  this  alternative,  either  to  confirm  the  lands  to  the  old 
Connecticut  settlers,  or  immediately  to  raise  a  military  force, 
with  the  hope  of  subduing  them.  They  chose  the  former,  and 
disinterested  men  of  sound  judgment  approved  the  choice.  It 
is  well  known  that  at  the  time  when  that  law  passed,  the 
Union  of  these  States  was  but  a  rope  of  sand  ;  that  the  people 
of  Wyoming,  amidst  many  sufferings  and  oppressions,  received 
countenance  from  their  parent  State,  Connecticut ;  that  they 
had  numerous  and  interested  connexions  in  that  State;  and 
that  under  such  circumstances,  a  war  commenced  against  the 
"Wyoming  settlers,  might  have  drawn  after  it  very  serious  con- 
sequences. A  Legislature  passing  the  Confirming  Law,  for 
such  reasons  and  under  such  impressions,  ought  not  to  be 
charged  with  doing  it  hastily  and  without  due  consideration. 
It  was  a  measure  which  we  have  seen,  had  been  recommended 
to  the  State  by  men  to  whose  judgment  in  this  case,  the  high- 
est deference  was  due  and  whose  discernment  and  impartiality 
ought  not  to  be  impeached  by  this  House.  And  various  trans- 
actions of  the  Legislature,  at  different  periods,  before  the 
Confirming  Law  was  made,  clearly  manifest  their  opinion  that 
some  equitable  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  the  Connecticut 
claimants,  who  had  settled  in  that  country  before  the  decree 
at  Trenton,  and  for  the  widows  and  children  of  such  as  had 
fallen  (and  a  multitude  of  them  had  fallen),  fighting  againt  the 
savages.  A  law  passed  under  such  circumstances  cannot  justly 
be  called  unconstitutional.  At  the  time  when  the  Confirming 
Law  was  passed,  the  General  Assembly  had  the  exclusive  right 
to  judge  of  its  expediency,  propriety,  and  necessity;  and  even 
admitting  (which  we  do  not  admit)  that  the  Assembly  had  on 
those  points  formed  an  erroneous  judgment,  yet  so  far  as  its 
grrants  or  engagements  extended,  they  are  irrevocably  binding 

44— Vol.  XVIII. 
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on  the  State,  and  cannot  be  canceled  without  the  consent  of 
those  to  or  with  whom  they  were  made. 

0th.  Because  all  the  acts  of  the  Legislature  which  appear  on 
their  journals  since  the  Confirming  Law  was  passed,  manifest 
an  intention,  ultimately,  to  establish  the  claim  of  the  Con- 
necticut claimants.  When  accidental  causes  had  rendered  it 
impossible  for  all  of  them  to  exhibit  their  claims  within  the 
time  prescribed  by  the  Confirming  Law,  the  power  of  the  Com- 
missioners was  suspended  by  a  law  made  for  that  ptirpdse  ; 
lest  by  a  partial  establishment  of  claims  (which  could  apply 
only  to  such  as  they  had  an  opportunity  to  receive  and  exam- 
ine), much  mischief  and  confusion  should  arise.  But  the  sus- 
pension of  a  law  is  in  its  nature  only  a  temporary  measure; 
and  in  this  case  it  was  expressly  declared  to  be  only  until  the 
Legislature  shouki  make  further  provisions  and  regulations  in 
the  premises.  At  the  same  time  a  bill  was  introduced,  adopted 
and  published  for  consideration,  for  the  purpose  of  gi-anting 
the  seventeen  townships  entire  to  the  Connecticut  claimants; 
a  grant  that  there  is  sufficient  evidence  to  show  would  greatly 
have  exceeded  the  claims  which  could  have  been  admitted 
under  the  Confirming  Law.  The  next  day  a  resolve  was 
passed,  to  authorize  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  to  take 
proper  measures  for  ascertaining  the  quantity  and  value  of  the 
land  claimed  by  Pennsylvania  owners,  to  be  reported  at  the 
next  session,  "that  the  House  might  the  better  be  enabled  to 
decide  on  the  compensation  to  be  made  them."  All  these  trans- 
actions took  place  long  after  the  Confirming  Law  had  been 
enacted,  and  they  will  admit  of  but  one  or  two  meanings : 
Either  that  the  Legislature  still  judged  it  proper  and  neces- 
sary substantially  to  carry  the  Confirming  Law  into  execution, 
and  meant  eventually  to  do  it,  or  that  the  cogent  reasons 
which  induced  the  passing  of  it,  still  continued  in  such  force, 
that  a  repeal  of  it  would  have  been  dangerous,  and,  therefore, 
that  the  Suspending  Law,  the  bill  for  granting  the  seventeeTi 
townships  entire,  and  the  resolution  preparatory  to  the  mak- 
ing compensation  to  the  Pennsj'lvania  claimants  were  neces- 
sary to  excite  in  the  Connecticut  settlers  an  expectation  of  a 
final  establishment  of  their  claims,  to  soothe  and  keep  tliem 
quiet,  to  prevent  any  accession  of  force. and  to  detach  from  them 
their  new  associates;  btit  that  when  these  views  should  be  ac- 
complished, and  when  it  should  be  found  that  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Commonwealth  was  completely  established  in  Luzerne 
county,  the  Confirming  Law  should  be  repealed.  But  if  some, 
by  their  conduct  in  this  business,  are  disposed  to  impute  sof^h 
base  and  dishonorable  motives  to  a  former  Legislature,  we  are 
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not.  The  obvious  construction  of  those  public  acts  forbids  the 
suspicion. 

7th.  Because  the  grants  of  land  solemnly  made  by  the  Con- 
firming Law  to  the  Connecticut  claimants,  assure  to  them  ef- 
fective titles,  and  the  property  thereby  vested  in  them  cannot 
be  taken  from  them,  without  providing  for  them  a  complete 
compensation.  But  such  compensation  would  far  exceed  that 
which  lias  been  engaged  to  the  Pennsylvania  claimants  :  There- 
fore, if  the  mere  interest  of  the  State  be  regarded,  the  Con- 
firming Law  ought  not  be  repealed.  The  journals  and  files  of 
the  Legislature  clearly  sliow  that  the  Assembly  which  enacted 
the  law  for  confirming  to  the  Connecticut  claimants  the  lands 
by  them  claimed  in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  were  not  ignorant 
of  the  magnitude  of  her  grant.  The  petition  of  those  claim- 
ants explicitly  states,  that  their  claims  extended  through  sev- 
enteen towns,  generally  five  miles  square,  and  to  some  de- 
tached lots,  and  the  committee  on  that  petition  reported  to 
the  Assembly  that  the  petition  was  for  entire  and  extensive 
tracts.  In  addition  to  this,  the  law  by  relative  terms  refers  to 
the  petition  ;  is  fotinded  upon  and  confined  to  it;  and  as  the 
claims  are  then  stated,  it  is  but  a  trifling  with  words  to  say, 
that  "the  Legislature  had  not  proper  information  of  the  mag- 
nitude of  the  grant." 

8th.  Because,  if  we  should  say  that  at  the  time  the  Confirm- 
ing Law  was  enacted,  there  did  not  exist  sufficient  reasons  for 
passing  it,  if  we  should  declare  in  the  words  of  the  preamble  of 
the  repealing  law.  "that  it  was  hastily  passed  withont  due  con- 
sideration," it  would  be  to  accuse  that  Legislature  of  criminal 
improvidence  and  inattention  to  their  duty.  But  no  subse- 
quent Legislature  can  be  justified  in  doing  this,  unless  (which 
is  impossible)  they  can  see  and  feel  all  those  reasons  and  im- 
pressions under  which  the  law  originated. 

9th,  Because,  if  the  repealing  law  could  possibly  produce 
the  effect  intended  by  its  supporters,  it  Mill  nevertheless  bring 
an  indelible  disgrace  on  the  State.  It  will  show  that  not  honor 
and  justice,  but  mere  mercenary  views  governed  its  conduct ; 
that  it  held  itself  bound  by  its  contracts,  only  when  a  fulfill- 
ment of  them  coincided  with  its  interests;  and  that  though  by 
its  laws,  it  will  compel  the  honest  performance  of  disadvanta- 
geous contracts,  entered  into  by  individual  citizens,  yet  in  its 
own  case,  setting  itself  above  the  law,  it  will  pay  no  regard  to 
them. 

10th.  Because  the  formal  repeal  of  the  Confirming  Law, 
while  it  prostrates  the  faith,  and  honor,  and  dignity  of  the 
State,  win  not  procure  any  equivalent,  if,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  there  can  be  any  possilile  equivalent  for  the  sacrifice 
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of  those  great  principles  ot  society  and  government;  because 
the  repeal  itself  will  l)e  nugatory,  for  it  is  an  infraction  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  a  violation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  an  ex  post  facto  law,  a  law  violating  the  obligation  of  a 
solemn  public  contract,  and  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
must  pronounce  it  to  1)e  of  no  effect.  Hence  the  folly  of  the 
repeal  will  equal  its  injustice:  for  there  will  not  remain  even 
the  paltry  consideration  of  interest  to  console  the  State  for  the 
loss  of  its  honor,  dignity,  and  faith.  It  is  too  probable  that 
the  mischiefs  resulting  fi-om  the  measure  may  be  serious  in 
their  nature  and  of  long  continuance.  Those  who  Avere  ap- 
peased by  a  good  policy,  will  not  be  appeased  by  a  faithless 
one  ;  and  those  who  formerly  joined  them  from  motives  of  hu- 
nianity,  may  do  it  again,  from  the  additional  one  of  our  having 
added  treachery  to  violence.  Whatever  may  be  the  event,  we 
dissent  from  the  vote  passing  the  bill  into  a  law,  and  desire 
that  our  reasons  maybe  recorded  in  justification  of  our  con- 
duct, and  for  the  information  of  our  constitutents. 

William  Lewis, 
John  Seville, 
Obadiah  Gore, 
Samuel  Ashmead, 
Hexry  Dering. 


PICKERING  AND    GORE  TO   GOV.  MIFFLIN. 


Philadelphia,  January  15,  1791. 

Sir  :  The  sole  purpose  for  which  we  waited  on  you  yesterday 
was  to  give  you  some  information  relative  to  a  candidate  for  a 
public  office  in  the  county  of  Luzerne,  who  is  not  personally 
known  to  you,  and  whose  character,  we  have  reason  to  believe, 
has  not  been  truly  represented.  The  office  is  that  of  county 
lieutenant,  now  held  by  colonel  Zebulon  Butler. 

Col.  Butler  was  an  officer  in  the  late  Continental  army,  and 
finally  had  the  command  of  a  Connecticut  regiment.  He  is  a 
good  natured  man  and  an  obliging  neighbour.  For  these  rea- 
sons, and  for  the  regard  we  have  to  an  old  acquaintance,  we 
should  take  pleasure  in  seeing  him  reai)pointed  county  lieu- 
tenant for  Luzerne.  But,  sir,  we  appreliend  that  Govern- 
ment can  derive  no  honour,  and  the  Commonwealth  no  ad- 
vantage, from   his  reappointment  ;  on  the  contrary,  both  will 
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be  injured.  Sir,  we  speak  it  Avith  regret,  but  a  just  regard  to 
the  honour  of  government  and  the  interest  of  the  county  and 
of  the  Commonwealth,  oblige  us  to  declare  the  truth.  We  wish 
that  he  had  renounced  all  pretensions  to  the  office,  that  we 
might  have  been  spared  the  pain  of  making  the  declaration, 
that  Colonel  Butler,  for  many  years  too  much  addicted  to 
strong  drmk,  is  now  rendered  wholly  unfit  to  fill  the  office  of 
county  lieutenant.  This  unfortunate  habit  has  cost  him  his 
estate,  which  is  now  under  execution,  and  probably  will  not  be 
near  sufficient  to  satisfy  his  creditors.  We  have  heard  the 
complaint,  and  Ave  believe  it  to  be  true,  that  neither  drums  nor 
fifes  have  been  purchased  with  the  militia  fines,  but  that  these 
have  been  consumed  in  drink.  Sir,  we  cannot  entertain  an 
idea  that  the  militia  fines  which  have  been,  or  shall  be  col- 
lected and  paid  to  him,  can  ever  be  accounted  for.  His  pres- 
ent circumstances  and  the  temptation  of  the  unfortunate,  but 
invincible  habit  beforementioned,  will  prevent  it. 

Permit  us  now.  Sir,  to  mention  another  name— a  name  well 
known  to  you,  a  name  respected  in  the  county,  the  name  of  a 
sober  and  discreet  man— Colonel  Denison.  If  he  could  be  ap- 
pointed county  lieutenant,  Government  would  be  honoured, 
the  Commonwealth  faithfully  served,  and  the  people  of  the 
county  well  pleased. 

We  have  been  led.  Sir,  to  make  this  representation  at  this 
time  in  consequence  of  our  having  heard  of  a  particular  appli- 
cation to  you  in  favour  of  Col.  Butler,  and  because  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  him  by  the  assistant  Secretary  has  been  put  into  the 
hands  of  one  of  us,  perhaps  to  inform  him  that  you  have  al- 
ready given  him  the  appointment ;  but  which,  if  you  think 
proper,  can  at  any  time  this  day  be  recalled,  which  we  partic- 
ularly mention,  because,  to-morrow,  if  not  recalled,  it  may 
be  on  its  way  to  Luzerne. 

Sir,  we  naturally  wish  to  live  on  good  terms  Avith  our  neigh- 
bours, and  therefore  should  be  pleased  to  have  the  knowledge 
of  this  representation  confined  to  your  oAvn  breast.  Neverthe- 
less, as  truth,  your  honour,  and  the  public  good  are  its  sole 
objects,  we  shall  not  object  to  any  communication  of  it  Avhich 
shall  be  necessary  for  your  justification  in  dropping  Col.  But- 
ler and  appointing  Col.  Denison,  or  any  other  fit  character, 
lieutenant  of  Luzerne  County. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  Avith  great  respect.  Sir,  your 
most  obedient  serA'ants, 

Timothy  Pickering, 
Obap.  Gore. 
His  Excellency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Escj. .  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 
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ARTHUR  ERWIX  TO  GOVERNOR  MIFFLIN. 


April  5,  1791. 

Sir:  Perhaps  it  may  appear  somewhat  extraordinary  to 
carry  a  Complaint  before  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  State, 
Avhei-e  the  Laws  of  the  Land  have  pointed  out  the  more  regular 
Mode  of  pursuing  the  Means  of  Redress ;  but  as  this,  Sir,  is  an 
extraordinary  Case,  it  may  probably  be  a  sufficient  excuse  for 
the  irregular  Mode  of  proceeding  in  it.  You  are  not  now  to 
learn  the  Troubles  and  embarrassments  which  the  Connecti- 
cut claimants  to  Lands  in  the  County  of  Luzerne  have  for  a 
series  of  years  past  from  Time  to  Time  involved  Pennsylvania. 
It  will  not  be  necessary,  I  conceive,  to  enter  into  any  Investi- 
gation of  that  Business.  The  existing  laws,  were  they  carried 
into  effect,  would  be  sufficient  to  answer  every  purpose.  IMy  pre- 
sent application  to  you,  however  relates  to  myself  only.  When 
the  Land  Office  Avas  opened  in  the  year  1785,  and  the  choice 
thereof  determined  l>y  Lott.  I  became  an  adventurer  for  about 
five  Thousand  acres  in  Luzerne  county,  adjoining  the  New  York 
line,  and  without  the  Limits  of  any  of  those  Townshii)S  com- 
prehended in  the  late  confirming  or  quieting  Law,  since  re- 
pealed. These  Lands,  which  lay  on  the  Tioga  above  the  point, 
I  immediately  patented,  settled,  cleared  and  improved,  not 
doubting  but  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  under  the 
solemn  Faith  of  which  I  had  purchased  and  paid  for  them, 
would  protect  me  in  the  possession  and  enjoyment  of  my  Pru- 
l)erty.  I  have  been  almost  the  only  man  who  has,  in  that 
Country,  asserted  the  Claims  under  the  Government  of  Penn- 
sylvania to  the  Lands  in  Luzerne,  by  which  I  have  not  only 
subjected  myself  to  Insult  and  abuse,  but  on  more  occasions 
than  one  been  in  eminent  Danger  of  my  Life,  not  from  Threats 
merely,  but  by  actual  assault,  and  that  of  the  most  agrivated 
nature. 

When  in  August,  ITSO,  I  Avas  in  that  country  cultivating  my 
own  ground  I  Ava^  oliliged  to  have  Recourse  to  the  legal  steps 
to  recoA-er  some  Rent  due  to  me  from  a  person  who  occupied 
l)art  of  my  Land  there  under  verbal  Lease,  and  when  the  pru- 
l)crty  distrained  Avas  in  the  Hands  of  the  Officer,  the  Tenant 
with  several  others  came  and  forceably  resqued  it,  not  satisfied 
with  tnis  outrage,  they  attacked  me  and  one  of  them  with  the 
Handle  of  a  pitch -fork  liroke  one  of  my  arms  and  beat  me  in 
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such  a  manner  that  I  very  narrowly  escaped  with  my  Life.  I 
tlien  took  the  usual  steps  to  have  him  prosecuted  for  a  Breach 
of  The  peace,  V)ut,  altho'  every  necessary  proof  was  made  of  the 
Fact,  in  that  county  he  escaped  unpunished.  In  the  course  of 
the  last  Summer  a  number  of  persons  who  call  themselves  Half- 
share  men,  a  Description  of  people  who,  I  believe  from  principle 
and  Habit,  are  not  likely  ever  to  be  good  or  useful  citizens  of 
this  or  any  other  Country,  came  within  my  enclosed  ground  at 
a  Time  that  I  was  absent,  cut  a  quantity  of  Hay,  and  to  the 
Laborours  who  I  had  there  employed,  used  many  Threats 
against  my  Person.  After  I  had  hauled  in  the  Hay  which  my 
people  had  made,  together  with  what  they  had  cut  on  my 
Land,  they  came  and  forceably  took  it  away,  still  using 
Threats ;  soon  after  they  took  from  my  Laborours  a  quantity 
of  Indian  Corn  in  the  same  manner,  which  circumstances  the 
Depositions  of  Daniel  McDufTee,  Sarah  Redford  and  Dolly  Mc- 
Duflfee  make  appear.  It  is  true  the  Effects  which  have  been 
violently  and  unlawfully  taken  from  me  are  of  no  very  great 
value  or  magnitude,  but  if  the  persons  who  have  thus  fla- 
grantly broke  in  upon  my  property  escape  with  Impunity,  the 
property  of  no  Pennsylvanian  will  be  safe  from  their  Depreda- 
tions. I  have  not  taken  any  legal  steps  to  obtain  Redress,  well 
knowing  the  Fate  of  any  process  in  the  County  of  Luzerne, 
where  a  Pennsylvanian  is  a  party ;  of  this  indeed  I  have  had 
suflBcient  experience.  I  trust,  however,  that  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  will  do  me  ample  Justice  and  no  longer 
suffer  her  laws  to  be  tramped  on.  her  Dignity  debased  and  her 
citizens  injured  and  abused  by  a  set  of  people  who  have  ever 
discovered  a  Disposition  obnoxious  to  the  Laws  and  govern- 
ment of  this  State.  I  have,  therefore,  made  my  application  to 
you,  as  the  supreme  magistrate  of  the  State,  and  from  your 
prompt  J>ecision  and  public  spirit,  I  hope  such  measures  will 
be  taken  as  to  secure  me  in  the  Enjoyment  of  my  property  in 
that  country,  as  well  as  to  protect  me  from  the  Danger  which 
from  the  constant  Threats  of  those  people  I  conceive  my  Life 
to  be  in  while  among  them. 

With  every  sentiment  of  Respect,  I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant, 

Arthur  Erwik, 
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ACCOUNT  OF  WILLIAM  SAYRES. 


Dr.     The  State   of  Pennsylvania   to    Wm.  Sayres,  for  Sund7-ies 
furnished  the  Troops  on  the  Wyoming  Expedition.,  by  order  of 

the  3Iagistrates  of  Northumherlaiul  County,  in  the  year  1775. 

To  G9i  galls  Rum, Os  Dd  £23    9     U 

23  galls  Whiske.v, 4  4  12     0 

4  lbs.  Candles, 13  50 

^  lbs.  Tallow 10  2     1 

1  bolt  Tapp, 3     6 

4  lbs.  Coffee, 17  04 

2  Loaves  Sugar,  31  lbs., 2  3     3    0 

5  lbs.  Sugar 11  4     7 

7  lbs.  Soap, 1  7    0 

2  pairs  Shoes, 10  10    0 

I  pair  Leggins, 113 

Cash  to  the  wounded,  &:c.,     ...  150 

Do.  for  Firewood  fordo.,    ....  1     2     G 

To  sundries  furnished    the  diflerent 
Companies  and  wounded,  by  order 

of  Squire  Allison  and  Sheriff  Cook,  41  10     7 


.£78     1  lU 
Interest  due  Probat. 
Examiner, 
John  Donaldson, 

Pay  Gen.  Officer,  Wm.  Sayers. 

£78  1  lU. 


Northumberland  County  .s*^; 

Before  "William  Montgomery,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  peace 
in  said  County,  personally  appeared  William  Sayer.s,  above 
named,  who  being  duly  sworn,  doth  depose  and  say,  that  the 
above  account  of  Seventy-Eight  pounds  one  shilling  and  eleven 
pence  halfpenny,  is  justly  due  him  as  above  stated,  and  tliat 
he  hath  received  no  part  thereof,  or  satisfaction  therefor. 

William  Sayers. 

Sworn  and  subscribed   beiore  me,  this  5th  day  of  May,  1790. 

Wm.  Montgomery. 
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ACCOUNT  OF  ROBERT  KING  AGAINST  THE  STATE. 


To  the  Honourable  the   Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Coninionwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met : 
The   humble    Petition    of   Robert    King,   of  the    County  of 
Northumberland,  respectfully  sheweth  : 

That  your  Honour's  Petitioner,  during  the  disputes  between 
the  Connecticut  claimants  for  Lands  in  said  County,  and  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania  (previous  to  the  late  war),  was  at  sun- 
dry times,  on  different  emergencies  called  by  the  Justices  and 
Sheriff  of  said  County,  to  render  them  sundry  services,  which 
he  cheerfully  did,  and  was  by  them  promised  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation for  the  same,  in  pursuance  of  which  your  Petitioner 
applied  to  a  former  house  of  the  Legislature  ;  but  at  that  time 
the  matter  was  not  taken  up,  since  whicn  he  hath  been  in- 
formed that  a  State  House  of  Assembly  had  taken  up  the 
matter  and  granted  a  compensation  to  sundry  persons  then 
applying  to  them.  Your  Petitioner  being  an  inhabitant  of  the 
westward  part  of  said  County  had  notan  opportunity  of  know- 
ing of  such  application,  and  consequently  not  provided  for  bv 
said  act,  and  but  lately  informed  thereof,  and  firmly  relvino- 
on  the  justice  of  your  Honourable  House,  humby  begs  leave  to 
present  his  humble  petition,  accompanied  with  an  account  of 
his  Expenditures  and  services  duly  attested.  Hoping  your 
Honours  will  be  pleased  to  Consider  the  same  and  grant  relief 
in  the  premises,  and  your  Honour's  petitioner  will  ever  prav 
<fcc.,  •' 

Robert  King. 

Commonivealth  of  Pennsylvania  to  Robert  King,  Dr. 
177'2.  June  6.  To  taking  Crook  Jones,  an  inhabitant 
of  Wyoming  (he  being  a  prisoner), 
from  Fort  Augusta  to  the  Goal  of 
Carlisle,  by  order  of  Sara  1  Hunter 
and  William  McClay,  Esquires.  Dis- 
tance, 73  miles,  Os  4d, £14    4 

Cash  pd.  for  hand  Cuffs,  .......  4 

Cash   pd.  the    Prisoner's  Expenses,  3 

days  on  the  road, 7    g 

Cash  pd.  my  own  and  Prisoner's  Ex- 
penses 2  days  in  Carlisle  before  the 
jailor  would  receive  him,  on  account 
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of  a  fracture  in  his  scull,  which  he 
received  at  his  bemg  taken,  the 
Docs  bill  incladed, 1 

July  3.  To  Myself  and  Horse,  5  days,  viz,  from 
3d  to  7th,  both  days  included,  Col- 
lecting the  inhabitants  of  North- 
umberland County,  in  order  to  ap- 
prehend a  party  from  Wyoming 
(then  assembled  at  Marcus  Huling's, 
on  the  West  Branch  of  Susquehanna 
River),  by  order  of  Doc.  Wm.  Plunk- 

ett.  Esq.,      1  17     G 

177.J.  Sep.  2.5.  To  sundry  service  rendered  by  order 
of  Wm.  Cook,  Esq.,  Sheriff,  against 
a  party  of  Yankees  assembled  at 
Vrielands  Mill,  viz,  from  25th  to 
28th,  both  days  Included)  this  be- 
fore Nov'r  order), 1  10 

Dec.  14.  To  a  canoe  lent  Sam'l  McClay,  Esq., 
for  public  service  (broke  in  the  ice 
before  returned),      110 

Dec.  18.  To  a  wagon.  Horses  and  driver  and 
finding  the  same  for  four  days  haul- 
ing amunition  and  stores  from 
Isorthumberland  to  Fishing  Creek, 
by  order  of  Sam'l  Hunter,  Esq.,  .  .  2  8 
To  my  pay  as  a  Lieutenant  of  Militia, 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Wm. 
Plunkett,  from  Dec.  12,  1775,  to  Jan. 
3,  1776,   both    days    included,  being 

twenty-three  days,      7  13    4 

1770.  Jan.  To  hauling  21  loads  of  firewood,  by 
order  of  Doc.  Benjn  Allison,  Esq., 
for  the  use  of  the  men  wounded  at 
Wyoming  and  then  under  the  care 
of  Doc.  Allison 2  12     0 

£20     7     2 
deduct  not  allowed G  13     4 


£13     3  10 
Balance  due  Robert  King,  payable  in 
a  certificate  bearing  interest    from 
Feb.  13.  1791, 7  13     4 

£5  10     0 

John  Donaldsox,  Reg.  Gen.  Office,  Feb.  24,  1791. 
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]S'ORTHUMBERLA^'D    CoU>:TY,   SS: 

Before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Coiiamon 
pleas  in  and  for  said  County,  personally  came  the  within 
named  Robt  King,  who  being  duly  sworn  according  to  Law, 
doth  say  that  the  Avithin  services  were  done  by  him  by  order 
of  the  High  Sheriff  and  Justices  of  the  county  aforesaid,  with 
a  promise  of  being  rewarded  for  the  same,  and  said  deponent 
doth  also  say  that  he  hath  reo'd  no  pay  or  compensation  for 
the  same,  and  farther  saith  not. 

Robert  Kixg. 
Sworn  and  subscribed   before  me  this  27th  dav  of  August 
1790.  '  ' 

J.  L.  McCooK. 


DEPOSITIOX  OF  JOSEPH  SHIPPEN'.  ESQ. 

[In  the  case  of  Vanhorne  vs.  Dorrance,  was  given  in  evidence 
the  following  deposition,  which  is  valuable  in  connection  with 
the  '"Controversy."] 

Joseph  Shippen,  Esquire,  a  witness,  produced,  sworn  and 
examined  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  deposeth  and  saith,  that 
he  was  at  Wyoming  in  the  fall  of  the  year  1757,  when  he  was  a 
captain  of  the  Provincials  of  the  regiment  called  the  Augusta 
regiment,  first  commanded  by  Colonel  Clapham  and  after- 
wards by  Colonel  Burd  ;  that  he  went  with  other  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Provincials  to  the  amount  of  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  as  a  guard  to  John  Howes,  Edward  Shippen  and 
James  Ciailbraith,  Esquires,  commissioners  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Denny,  of  Pennsylvania,  a  part  of  whose  business  was  to 
build  houses  for  Teedyuscung  and  other  Indians  at  Wyoming 
(as  deponent  understood)  and  some  houses  were  built ;  that 
at  this  time  there  were  no  white  people  there,  nor  anywhere 
above  Augusta  nor  below  that  for  about  thirty  miles,  except 
one  Armstrongs  family  at  Fort  Halifax,  it  being  the  time  of 
war  with  the  Indians ;  that  deponent  heard  nothing  at  that 
time  of  any  settlers  from  New  England  in  that  country,  nor  for 
some  years  after,  deponent  having  marched  with  Forbes 
army  in  17.58,  with  General  Stanwix  in  1759,  and  went  to  Europe 
in  the  spring  17GC.-  from  Avhence  he  returned  in  the  fall  of  1761 ; 
that  the  9th  of  April,  in  the  year  1771,  the  deponent  was  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  John  Penn,  together  with  James  Tilgh- 
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man  and  John  Lukens,  Esquires,  to  sell  the  proprietary  lands 
at  Wyoming,  agreeably  to  certain  instructions  now  shown  to 
him,  signed  by  the  said  John  Penn,  Avhich  business  was  effected 
by  them  at  Easton,  and  report  made  by  them  agreeably  to  the 
papers,  being  a  report  signed  by  the  said  James  Tilghman, 
the  deponent,  and  John  Lukens,  and  a  list  accompanying  it, 
and  also  now  shown  to  him,  signed  with  their  names,  of  which 
the  deponent  testifieth  and  saith  that  they  contain  the  truth 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge. 

This  deponent  being  examined  on  the  part  of  the  defendant, 
saith  that  he  understood  that  Teedyuseung  had  expressly 
agreed  with  Grovernor  Denny,  at  a  treaty  held  at  Easton,  that 
houses  should  be  built  for  him,  and  other  Indians  of  the  Dela- 
ware nation,  at  Wyoming,  and  that  the  houses  above  men- 
tioned were  built  >)y  the  Commissioners  in  consequence  of  that 
treaty;  that  after  the  houses  were  built  this  rteponent,  with 
the  guard,  escorted  the  Commissioners  to  Fort  Augusta,  and 
left  Teedyuseung  in  possession  of  them. 

Joseph  Shipped,  Jr. 
City  of  Philadelphia,  ss  : 

Sworn  before  me,  this  23d  April,  1793. 

Matth.   Clarkson, 
Mayor. 


THE  REPRESENTATION  OF  PARSHALL  TERRY. 


[The  following  paper  was  also  elicited  in  the  case  of  Vanhorne 
vs.  Oorrance,  previously  referred  to.] 

The  deposition  of  Parshall  Terry,  of  Wyaloosing  township,  in 
the  county  of  Lu/.erne,  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Philadelphia,  s*^.- 

On  the  2.'5th  day  of  April,  1794,  before  me,  James  Biddle, 
Esquire,  president  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  in  the  first 
district  of  Pennsylvania,  came  personally  Parshall  Terry,  and 
being  duly  sworn,  doth  say  that  in  the  year  1762.  he  then  being 
an  inhabitant  of  Goshen,  in  the  then  province  of  New  York, 
ana  he  then  also  being  a  proprietor  in  the  Connecticut  Susque- 
hanna purchase,  being  informed  that  the  company  of  proprie- 
tors had  granted  two  townships,  ten  miles  square  each,  as  a 
gratuity  to  the  first  two  hundred  settlers,  thev  >)eing  proprie- 
tors (or  in  proiwrtion  to  a  less  number),  conditioned  that  said 
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settlers  go  on  and  remain  in  possession  for  the  company  for 
-  the  term  of  five  years ;  that  as  near  as  he  can  recollect  some 
time  about  the  last  of  August  of  the  same  year  the  deponent, 
with  ninety-three  others,  mostly  from  Connecticut,  went  to 
Wyoming;  that  they  carried  on,  and  took  with  them  horses 
and  farming  utensils  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  farm- 
ing business;  that  he  well  recollects  the  names  of  a  number 
who  went  on  in  company  with  him,  whose  names  are  as  fol- 
lows, viz : 

Stephen  Gardner. 

William  Buck. 

Daniel  Baldwin. 
-  John  Comstock. 

Abel  Pierce. 


John  Jenkins. 
Samuel  Richards. 
David  Garvin. 
Oliver  Smith. 
Eliphalet  Stephens. 

Jewel. 

Obadiah  Gore,  Junior 
William  Stevens. 
Daniel  Lawrence. 
Isaac  Underwood. 
David  Honeywell. 
Elkanah  Fuller. 
James  Atherton. 
Jonathan  Weeks,  Jr. 
Stephen  Lee. 
Ephraim  Tyler. 
Uriah  Stevens. 
Timothy  Hollister. 
John  Dorrance. 
Silas  Park. 
Isaac  Hollister. 
Jonathan  Slocum. 
Nathaniel  Terrj'. 
Matthew  Smith. 
Benjamin  Shoemaker. 
Nathaniel  Chapman. 
George  Minor. 
Nathan  Hurlbut, 


Augustin  Hunt. 
Ezra  Dean. 
Daniel  Gore. 
Ephraim  Seely. 
Ezekiel  Pierce. 
Isaac  Bennet. 
Jonathan  Weeks. 
Benjamin  Ashley. 
Ebenezer  Searls. 
Philip  Weeks. 

Hover. 

Ephraim  Tyler.  Junior. 
Gideon  Lawrence. 
Timothy  Hollister,  Jr. 
Timothy  Smith. 
Moses  Kimbell. 
Thomas  Marsh. 
Benjamin  Tolles. 
Wright  Smith. 
Benjamin  Davis. 
Simon  Draper. 


John  Smith. 

and  Rev.  W  m.  Marsh,  a  Baptist 
preacher. 
The  deponent  saith  that  on  their  arrival  at  Wyoming  they 
encamped  at  the  mouth  of  Mill  Creek,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Susquehanna,  where  they  built  several  huts  for  shelter;  that 
they  cut  grass  and  made  hay  on  Jacobs  plains;  that  they 
were  shortly  after  joined  by  many  others:  that  their  whole 
company  on  the  ground  were  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  up- 
wards ;  that  they  continued  on  the  ground,  according  to  his 
best  recollection  about  ten  days ;  that  the  season  being  far  ad- 
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vanced  and  finding  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  procure  pro- 
visions at  so  great  a  distance  from  any  inhabited  country,  tlie 
committee  of  the  settlers,  viz:  John  Jenkins,  John  Smith  and 
Stephen  Gardner,  thought  proper  and  advised  us  to  return, 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  company 
withdrew,  the  deponent  being  one;  that  a  small  number  were 
left  on  the  ground,  who  tarried  some  time  longer,  as  the  de- 
ponent understood.  The  deponent  says  that  at  the  time  they 
arrived  at  Wyoming  there  were  not  any  inhabitants  in  that 
country  to  his  knowledge  except  one.  Teedyuscung,  an  Indian 
chief,  and  a  number  of  Indian  families.  The  deponent  did  not 
discover  any  apppearance  of  improvements  being  made  by 
white  people  previous  to  the  deponent  and  the  company  afore- 
said going  on  the  lands. 

The  deponent  further  saith  that  at  the  time  they  withdrew 
they  secured  their  farming  utensils  on  the  ground,  to  be  ready 
for  the  spring  following,  as  they  expected  to  return  at  that 
time.  He  also  saith  that  early  in  the  month  of  May  (as  near  as 
he  can  recollect),  in  the  year  17G3,  he,  the  deponent,  with  a  small 
number  of  others,  went  on  to  Wyoming  to  renew  their  posses- 
sions;  that  they  were  soon  joined  by  a  large  number,  beinj.' 
mostly  those  who  had  been  on  the  preceding  year:  that  they 
took  on  with  them  liorses,  oxen,  cows  and  farming  utensils; 
that  they  proceeded  to  plowing,  planting  corn  and  sowing 
grain  of  different  kinds,  building  houses,  fences  and  all  kinds 
'of  farmer's  business;  that  they  made  large  improvements  in 
Wilkes-Barre,  Kingston,  Plymouth  and  Hanover  (as  they  are 
now  called) ;  that  they  improved  several  hundred  acres  of  land 
with  corn  and  other  grain,  and  procured  a  large  quantity  of 
hay  ;  that  they  carried  on  their  business  unmolested  until  the 
month  of  October;  that  during  their  residence  at  Wyoming 
this  season,  according  to  his  best  recollection,  there  were  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  settlers,  Avho  made  improvements, 
though  not  so  great  a  number  on  the  ground  at  any  one  time  ; 
that  he  also  well  recollects  lands  being  laid  out  and  lotted  on 
the  Susquehanna  river  the  same  year,  and  that  he,  the  de- 
ponent, drew  a  lot  at  that  time  in  "Wilkes-Barre  (as  it  is  noAv 
called) ;  that  on  the  15th  day  of  October,  the  settlers  being  in 
a  scattered  condition  on  their  respective  farms,  they  were  at- 
tacked by  the  savages  upon  surprise  in  every  part  of  their  set- 
tlement, and  all  at  or  near  the  same  time;  that  near  twenty 
were  killed  of  the  settlers,  the  others  taken  and  dispersed. 
The  whole  of  the  property  of  settlers  then  on  the  ground  fell 
into  the  enemy's  hands.  The  deponent  recollects  the  names  of 
several  that  were  killed,  viz:  the  Rev.  William  Marsh,  Thomas 
Marsh,    Timothy    Hollister,    Timothy    Holiister,    Junior,    Is'a- 
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thaniel  Holiister,  Samuel  Richards,  Nathaniel  Terry,  Wright 
Smith,  Daniel  Baldwin  and  his  wife,  Jesse  Wiggins  and  a 
woman  by  the  name  of  Zeraiah  Whitney.  The  deponent  also 
recollects  that  Isaac  Holiister,  one  Mr.  Shepherd,  and  a  son 
of  Daniel  Baldwin  were  taken  prisoners,  as  he  understood. 
Several  others  were  killed,  whose  names  he  does  not  recollect. 

The  deponent  further  saith  that  early  in  the  year  17G9  he 
was  informed  that  the  Connecticut -Susquehanna  Company 
had  resolved  to  rene.v  their  possessions  at  Wyoming;  that 
they  had  granted  one  township  of  five  miles  square  to  the  first 
forty  that  should  go  on  and  take  possession,  and  four  town- 
ships, five  miles  square  each,  to  two  hundred  others  that 
should  also  go  on  and  take  possession  for  the  company,  or  in 
proportion  to  a  less  number,  the  said  settlers  to  remain  in  pos- 
session for  five  years;  that  the  deponent  was  admitted  as  one 
of  the  first  forty;  that  he  went,  in  company  with  more  than 
one  hundred  others,  some  time  the  last  of  April  or  beginning 
of  Ma\- ;  that  upon  their  arrival  at  Wyoming  they  found  near 
fifty  of  the  Susquehanna  Company,  who  had  gone  on  early  the 
same  year.  He  was  also  informed  that  several  had  been  taken 
by  the  Pennsylvanians  and  sent  to  Eastpn  goal.  The  depon- 
ent further  says  they  found  one  Amos  Ogden,  who  it  was  said 
belonged  to  New  Jersey,  and  about  eight  or  ten  others,  in  pos- 
session of  a  trading-house  at  Wilkes-Barre  (as  it  is  called),  and 
at  the  same  place  where  the  deponent,  and  others  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna Company,  had  built  houses  in  the  year  ITG-Sf  that 
the  said  Ogden  and  his  party  had  some  small  improvements  on 
the  lands  where  the  deponent  and  others  had  improved  in  the 
aforesaid  year  1763. 

The  deponent  further  says  that  to  the  best  of  his  recollection 
thf^re  Avere  upwards  of  one  thousand  on  the  ground  at  Wyom- 
ing of  the  Susquehanna  Company,  in  ^he  year  1769,  aforesaid, 
though  he  believes  not  more  than  three  hundred  at  any  one 
time  ;  that  they  proceeded  to  improving  their  old  possessions, 
and  made  large  additions  to  their  improvements;  that  they 
plowed  and  tilled  several  hundred  acres  of  corn  and  other 
grain,  built  houses  and  repaired  fences,  in  Wilkes-Barre,  Kings- 
ton, Plymouth  and  Hanover,  which  towns  were  laid  out  and 
lotted,  fenced,  and  carried  on  a  large  branch  of  farming  busi- 
ness, peaceably  and  unmolested,  until  some  time  in  June,  the 
same  year,  when  a  Colonel  Franci.s,  said  to  belong  to  Philadel- 
phia, accompanied  with  a  large  party  of  armed  men,  appeared 
at  Wyoming,  and  drew  near  to  our  block-house  at  Wilkes- 
Barre,  and  demanded  a  possession  of  our  houses  and  posses- 
sions, and  threatened,  in  case  of  refusal,  he,  the  said  Francis, 
would  set  fire  to  our  houses  and    kill  our  people.     After  using 
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many  threats,  he,  the  said  Francis,  withdrew  with  his  party. 
The  deponent  says  the  Connecticut  settlers  (as  they  were 
called)  raised  great  quantities  of  grain  of  various  kinds— sev- 
eral thousand  bushels;  that  some  time  in  tlie  month  of  Sep- 
tember, a  small  part  of  the  settlers  being  at  work  at  some  dis- 
tance from  their  block-houses,  were  attacked  by  a  party  of 
men,  said  to  be  commanded  by  the  Ogdens  :  several  of  the  set- 
tlers were  beat  and  wounded  ;  that  some  time  in  tlie  month  of 
November,  as  near  as  the  deponent  can  recollect  Ogden's  party 
liaving  increased  to  two  hundred  or  more,  as  it  was  said,  all 
armed.  They  erected  a  battery  near  our  block-houses,  in 
Wilkes- Barre,  on  which  they  mounted  an  iron  cannon  carry- 
ing a  four-pound  ball,  and  threatened  us  with  immediate  de- 
struction unless  we  surrendered,  whereupon  an  agreement  was 
made  between  our  committee,  Stephen  Gardner  and  John 
Smith,  on  the  part  of  tlie  Connecticut  settlers,  and  Ogden's 
and  others  on  tlie  part  of  the  Pennsylvanians,  as  they  were 
called,  whereoy  the  Ogden's  and  others  of  their  party  were 
permitted  to  take  possession  of  their  olock-housesand  our  pas- 
sessions  at  Wyoming.  Several  of  the  settlers  were  sent  to  goal : 
some  to  Easton,  some  to  Philadelphia.  The  resc  of  the  settlers 
were  dispersed,  except  about  fourteen,  who  were  permitted  to 
tarry  on  the  ground  to  take  care  of  our  cattle,  horses,  and 
other  effects,  which  in  the  agreement  were  to  be  restored  to 
us  ;  however,  to  the  best  of  this  deponent's  knowledge,  neither 
the  deponent,  nor  any  of  the  Connecticut  settlers,  had  any  of 
their  property  restored  to  them,  or  any  compensation  there- 
for, except  a  small  number  of  cattle,  which  the  settlers  found 
on  their  returning  to  the  ground  the  next  spring  following. 
The  property  aforesaid  was  destroyed  and  taken  off,  as  it  was 
said  by  the  Ogdens  and  their  party.  The  deponent  further 
says  that  on  or  about  the  1st  day  of  April,  1770,  he,  the  depo- 
nent, with  a  large  party  of  the  old  setlers  returned  to  Wyoming, 
and  removed  on  many  families,  and  recovered  their  old  posses- 
sions ;  that  they  found  the  fourteen  Connecticut  settlers,  which 
were  left  in  the  fall  preceding,  still  in  possession  of  a  small 
fort  at  Wilkes-Barre.  The  Ogdens  also,  and  a  small  party, 
were  also  in  possession  of  a  garrison  ;  that  soon  after  our  arri- 
val a  small  party  of  our  people  were  fired  upon  by  Ogden's 
party.  One  of  the  Connecticut  settlers  was  killed,  by  the  name 
of  Stager ;  that  the  Connecticut  settlers  were  soon  increased 
to  two  hundred  or  upwards,  and  proceeded  co  make  large  im- 
provements on  their  old  farms,  with  large  additions  thereto: 
that  they  were  peaceable  and  unmolested  for  a  number  of 
months  until  some  time  in  September,  when  the  Ogden's  and 
others,  having  collected  a  large  re-inforcement  from  New  .Jer- 
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sey  and  Pennsylvania,  as  it  was  said,  they  made  an  attack 
upon  our  settlers  in  their  houses  at  Wilkes-Barre,  in  the  night 
season,  and  wounded  a  number  ot  our  people,  and  took  the 
whole  of  them  prisoners;  that  the  next  morning  following  the 
Ogden's  and  their  party  appeared  at  Kingston,  surrounded 
our  people  in  their  houses,  and  demanded  a  surrender  of  our 
possessions.  This  was  complied  with  by  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  settlers,  that  among  other  things  seventeen  of  the 
settlers  were  permitted  to  remain  on  the  ground  with  their 
families,  the  deponent  being  one  that  was  allowed  this  indul- 
gence ;  that  all  the  settlers,  except  the  seventeen  aforesaid, 
were  plundered  of  all  their  property  by  the  Pennsylvania 
party ;  that  in  the  month  of  December,  the  same  year,  a  small 
party  of  the  old  settlers,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Laz- 
arus Stewart,  came  on  to  the  ground  and  took  Ogden  and  his 
party  prisoners,  and  retook  the  possession  of  the  country  ;  that 
Ogden  and  his  party  were  shortly  afterward  dismissed  and  dis- 
persed. 

The  deponent  further  says  that  in  January,  1771,  the  Og- 
den's appeared  again  on  the  ground  with  a  large  party  of 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  as  was  said,  accompanied  with 
one  Kechlin,  a  sheriff,  as  he  was  called.  They  surrounded 
our  block-houses  and  demanded  a  surrender,  which  was  re- 
fused by  our  party.  They  commenced  a  heavy  fire  upon  us. 
They  were  ordered  ro  withdraw,  but  still  crowded  upon  us. 
The  fire  was  returned  from  our  block-houses.  Nathan  Ogden 
was  killed.  The  party  then  withdrew.  That  the  evening  fol- 
lowing Captain  Stewart,  and  a  small  party  with  him,  retired 
and  left  the  deponent,  and  about  ten  or  twelve  others,  with 
their  famihes ;  that  the  next  morning  following  the  deponent 
and  the  others,  about  ten  or  twelve,  as  aforesaid,  were  all  taken 
prisoners  by  Charles  Stewart  and  others ;  robbed  of  all  our 
property ;  our  families  drove  off.  The  deponent,  and  the 
others  taken  with  him,  were  sent  under  a  guard  to  Easton. 
The  deponent,  and  three  others,  were  confined  in  Easton  goal, 
and  the  others  were  sent  to  Philadelphia  goal,  as  was  said. 
The  deponent,  about  six  weeks  after,  broke  goal  and  made  his 
escape,  and  went  to  Gfoshen,  in  the  State  of  New  York  ;  that 
some  time  in  the  month  of  July,  1771,  the  deponent  ugani 
joined  a  party,  mostly  of  the  old  Wyoming  settlers,  under  the 
command  of  Captains  Zelmlon  Butler  and  Lazarus  Stewart, 
and  repaired  to  Wyoming.  Were  shortly  after  reinforcer"  to 
the  number,  as  near  as  he  can  recollect,  of  about  one  hundred 
in  the  whole  ;  that  on  thei'r  arrival  at  Wyoming  they  found 
the  Pennsylvanians  in  possession  of  a  garrison,  commanded 
bv  a  Colonel  Asher  Clayton,  as  was  said,  with  about  fifty  men, 
45— Vol.  XVIII. 
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armed  ;  their  garrison  iiiounted  a  canuon  carrying  a  four- 
pound  shot ;  that  Butler  and  Stewart,  witli  their  party,  the 
deiK)nent  being  one,  soon  Jaid  siege  to  the  garrison;  that  not 
having  any  artillery  tliey  made  several  wot>den  cannon  ;  that 
the  siege  continued  twenty-six  days,  until  the  15th  day  of 
August, when  articles  of  agreement  were  enteretl  into  Ijetween 
Captains  Stewart  and  Butler,  and  others,  on  the  part  of  the 
Connecticut  settlers,  and  Colonel  Clayton,  and  others,  on  the 
part  of  the  Pennsylvania  claimants.  The  garrison  was  given 
up  to  the  Connecticut  pariy.  The  families  that  were  in  the 
garrison  with  Colonel  Clayton  were  permitted  to  tarry  on  the 
ground  about  two  weeks,  and  to  take  oil'  all  their  property, 
to  the  best  recollection  of  the  deponent ;  that  the  Connecticut 
settlers  went  into  ftill  possession  of  their  lands  and  former  im- 
2)rovements,  and  were  increasing  and  extending  their  settle- 
ments for  a  number  of  years  :  that  in  the  year  1775,  that  in  the 
month  of  December,  a  party  from  "Northumberland  and  else- 
where, under  the  command  of  a  Colonel  Plunket,  as  it  was 
said,  made  an  attempt  to  enter  Wyoming  in  an  hostile  man- 
ner, but  were  defeated  by  the  Wyoming  or  Westmoreland  mi- 
litia under  the  command  of  Colonels  Butler  and  Denison  ;  that 
the  settlements  were  increasing  until  the  3d  day  of  July,  1778, 
when  Colonel  John  Butler,  with  a  party  of  savages  and  tories, 
entered  Wyoming,  defeated  the  militia,  killed  more  than  two 
hundred  men,  to  the  best  of  the  deponent's  knowledge,  drove 
off  the  surviving  inhabtants,  and  burned,  plundered,  and  oth- 
erwise destroyed  the  greatest  part  of  their  houses  and  other 
effects  ;  that  some  time  early  in  the  month  of  August,  the  same 
year, Colonels  Zebulon  Butler  and  Denison,  with  a  small  party 
of  the  surNTving  inhabitants  returned  to  Wyoming,  the  de- 
ponent being  one.  They  retook  possession  of  the  country  ; 
that  a  number  of  families  returned  to  Wyoming  the  same 
year,  and  were  increasing  a  number  of  years,  although  obliged 
to  live  in  a  garrison  to  defend  themselves  against  the  savages, 
as  they  were  repeatedly  harassed  by  the  Indians  during  the 
late  war.  Numbers  of  the  inhabitants  were  killed  and  cap- 
tured, and  the  survivors  repeatedly  sustained  losses  of  prop- 
erty by  the  frequent  incursions  of  the  enemy. 

The  deponent  further  says,  that  in  the  month  of  May,  1784, 
one  hundred  and  fifty  families, or  more,  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
deponent  being  one,  were  again  dispossessed,  disarmed,  roo- 
l)ed  of  their  property,  and  drove  from  Wyoming,  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet,  in  a  barbarous  manner,  by  the  Pennsylvania 
troops,  and  other  Pennsylvania  claimants,  under  the  command 
of  Major  James  Moore,  Alexander  Patterson  and  others  :  that 
the  inhabitants  Avho  were  drove  off  regained    their  possession 
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near  the  close  of  the  same  year,  and  have  since  been  increas- 
ing; that  he,  the  deponent,  l)eHeves  there  are  now  residing  in 
the  county  of  Luzerne,  as  Connecticut  claimants,  near  ten 
thousand  souls:  and  further,  the  deponent  saith  that  at  the 
time  he  went-  on  to  the  Susquehanna  lands,  in  the  year  1762. 
he  supposed  the  same  to  be  clearly  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
Connecticut,  and  that  he  did  not  at  that  time,  nor  lor  several 
years  after,  to  his  knowledge,  know  or  hear  of  any  other  pur- 
chase being  made  of  the  Wyoming  lands,  except  that  of  the 
Coniiecticut-Susquehanna  Company. 

Upon    being    cross-examined,  the  deponent  saith,  when    he 
first  went  to  Wyoming,  Teedyuscung,  and  the  Indians,  inhab- 
ited log  houses,  but  whether  they  were  built  for  them  bv  the 
C+overnor  of  Pennsylvania  the  deponent  does  not  know  ;  that 
Timothy  Hollister  laid  out  the  lots  in  the  year  the  Indians  cut 
off  the  settlers  the  first  time  ;  that  the  said  Timothy  Hollister 
was  a  surveyor    from  Connecticut,  employed   by  the  Susque- 
hanna (Jompany  ;   that  about  the  middle  of  August  the  depon- 
ent left  the  settlement  on  a  visit  to  his  family  in   New  York 
State,  and  returned  on  the  8th  of  October.      On  the  day  after 
the  attack  on  the  settlement,  the  deponent  having  made  his 
escape  to  Colonel  Stroud's,  on  the  Delaware,  he,  the  deponent, 
was   informed  by  Eliphilet    Stephens  and  \niliam    Stephens' 
who  had  made  their  escape,  that  they  had  been  warned  oflf  by- 
Bill  Chilloway,  an  Indian,  previous  to  the  attack,  and    that 
unless  they  did  move  off  or  build  a  block-house,  and    fortify 
themselves,  that  they  would  certainly  be  cut  off;  that  the  de- 
ponent was  not  of  the  party  who  quarreled  in  September,  and 
the  deponent  does  not  know  whether  that  party  went  to  Philip 
Johnsons  house  to  destroy  it,  as  he  was  in    the  garrison  at 
Wilkes-Barre  during  the  whole  time  the  party  was  out ;  that 
the  deponent  does   not  know  any  one  person  who  took  any- 
thing from  nimself  during  the  time  that  the  fourteen  men  had 
leave  to  tarry  ;  that  he  left  all  his  effects  behind  him,  and  went 
into  the  country;  that  he  was  not  present  at  the  time  Stager 
was  killed,  and  does  not  know  whether  he  was  armed  or  not. 
The   deponent  does  not  know  who  plundered    the  settlers  on 
taking  the  Forty  Fort,  nor  that  there  was  any  plundering,  but 
that  he    saw  plundering    the    next    day  at  Wilkes-Barre.  and 
from  that  time  till  the  2oth  of    December  following;  that    he 
does  not  know  who  killed  Ogden.  but  his  belief  is   that    John 
McDonald  killed  him  :  that  he  does  not  knoAv  whether  Charles 
Stewart  robbed  any  of  the  settlers  :  that    Major    Moore  com- 
manded the  troops  in  the  garrison  at  the  time  the  people  were 
removed:  that   he    saw  Major    ;Moore  commanding    troops  at 
that  tinit-.  and  that  the  deponent  was  ordered  off  by  the  troops 
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under  his  command  :  thar  at  the  time  he.  the  deponent,  -was  at 
Wyoming,  in  the  year  ITO'J,  witli  Major  •  Durkee,  he  did  not 
know  of  Governor  Penn's  purchase  of  the  Indians  at  Port 
Stanwix,  and  was  never  informed  of  it  until  several  of  the 
Connecticut  people  were  taken  to  goal,  which  was  after  his 
return;  that  lie,  the  deponent,  was  sent  to  goal  on  a  charge 
for  committing  a  riot  at  Wyoming,  but  never  indicted  by  a 
grand  jury  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge. 

Tlie  deponent  further  says  that  Captain  x\mos  Odgen,  xsa- 
than  Ogden,  and  John  Dick,  appeared  in  command,  l)ut  he 
did  not  see  them  plunder  anything;  ))ut  deponent  saw  David 
Ogden  often  take  the  cattle  of  the  Connecticut  people  and  kill 
them,  and  likewise  Robert  Duche,  William  Sims,-  Martin  Tid, 
and  John  Tid,  Benjamin  Jjooze,  and  a  number  of  others,twenty 
at  a  time,  would  drive  up  our  cattle  and  take  them. 

Parshall  Terry. 

Sworn  before  me, 

James   Biddl,e 


THE    intrusion:  law  of  1795. 

An  act  to  prevent  intrusion  on  lands  within  the  counties  of  Northamp- 
ton, Northumberland  and  Luzerne. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Rej^re- 
sentatives  of  the  Commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  As- 
sembly met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 
That  if  any  person  shall,  after  the  passing  of  this  act,  take 
possession  of,  enter,  intrude,  or  settle  on  any  lands,  within  the 
limits  of  the  counties  of  JS'ortharapton,  Northumberland,  or 
Ltizerne,  by  virtue  or  under  color  of  any  conveyance  of  half 
share  right,  or  any  other  pretended  title,  not  derived  from 
the  authority  of  this  Commonwealth,  or  of  the  late  proprie- 
taries of  Pennsylvania  before  the  revohition.  such  person,  upon 
being  duly  convicted  thereof,  upon  indictment  in  any  court 
of  oyer  and  terminer,  or  court  of  general  quarter  sessions,  to 
l)e  held  in  the  proper  county,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of 
two  hundred  dollars,  one  half  to  the  use  of  the  county,  and 
the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  informer;  and  shall,  also,  be 
subject  to  such  imprisonment,  not  exceeding  twelve  months, 
as  the  court,  before  whom  such  conviction  is  had,  may,  in 
their  discretion,  direct. 
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Section  2.  And  be  it  further  euavted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  every  person  who  shall  combine  or  conspire  for  the 
purpose  of  cunveying,  possessing,  or  settling  on  any  lands 
Avithin  the  limits  aforesaid,  under  any  half  share  right,  or  pre- 
tended title  as  aforesaid,  or  for  the  purpose  of  laying  out 
townships,  by  persons  not  appointed  or  acknowledged  by  the 
laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  every  person  that  shall  be 
accessory  thereto,  before  or  after  the  fact,  shall,  for  every  such 
offense,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  less  than  five  hundred  nor 
more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  one  half  to  the  use  of  th  . 
county,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  informer,  an.- 
shall,  also,  be  subject  to  such  imprisonment,  at  hard  labor,  not 
exceeding  eighteen  months,  as  the  court,  in  their  discretion, 
may  direct. 

Section  3.  And  beitfnrther  enacted  by  the  atithority  afore- 
said. That  the  court  wherein  any  such  conviction  shall  have 
been  had  shall  issue  their  writ  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county, 
wherein  the  said  offense  has  been  committed,  or  the  said  con- 
viction had,  or  if  the  said  court  sliall  be  of  opinion  that  the 
sheriff  or  coroner  are  not  impartial,  then  to  any  other  person 
or  persons  they  may  think  proper,  commanding  him  or  them 
together  with  the  power  of  the  county,  if  he  or  they  should 
judge  their  assistance  necessary,  to  proceed  to  the  lands  in 
question,  and  therefrom  to  eject  and  expel  all  and  every  per- 
son or  persons  thereon  intruded  as  aforesaid;  and  if  the  said 
sheriff,  or  person  or  persons  appointed  as  aforesaid  shouhl 
make  return  to  the  said  writ,  that  he  or  they  have  been  una- 
ble to  execute  the  same,  by  reason  of  the  forcible  resistance  of 
the  parties,  or  any  other  persons,  or  from  a  just  apprehension 
of  such  resistance  as  wou]d  render  the  execution  thereof  by 
himself  or  themselves,  and  the  power  of  the  county  impracti- 
cable, the  Prothonotary  of  the  court  to  which  such  writ  is  so 
returned  shall  forthwith  transmit  a  copy  of  the  said  writ  and  re- 
turns, under  the  seal  of  the  said  court,  to  the  Grovernor,  and 
if,  upon  the  said  return,  or  if,  upon  a  certificate  signed  by  the 
President,  or  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas 
of  the  proper  county,  or  by  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court,  that  the  process  of  the  court  has  been  resisted,  or  that 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  civil  authority  will  be  in- 
competent to  the  execution  of  this  law,  the  Governor  shall 
deem  it  expedient  to  order  out  a  portion  of  the  Militia  of  this 
State  to  assist  the  civil  authority  in  carrying  into  effect  this 
Act,  or  any  part  thereof,  the  detachments  so  called  out  shall 
receive  the  same  pay  and  rations,  and  be  subject  to  the  same 
rules  and  regulations,  as  are  provided  in  other  cases. 

Section  4.     A7id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
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.ya/ri.  That  if  a  Judge  ot  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  for  tlie 
proper  counties,  or  a  judge  of  tlie  Supj*enie  Court,  shall  appre- 
heiid  that  the  Sheriff  and  Coroner  are  not  impartial,  it  shall 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  said  Judge  to  direct  the  venire  of 
the  grand  inquest, and  for  the  traverse  Jury,  anil  to  any  per- 
son or  persons  he  or  they  may  think  j)roper. 

Section  5.  And  be  it  further  eimcted  by  the  authority  afore- 
naid.  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  resist  any  officer,  or 
other  person  duly  authorzed,  in  tlie  execution  of  this  act,  or 
any  part  thereof,  every  jjerson  or  i)ersons  so  ofTending.  and 
every  person  that  shall  be  accessory  thereto,  l)efore  or  after 
the  fact,  shall,  on  conviction,  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  more 
than  five  thousantl  nor  less  than  five  hundred  dollars,  ami  un- 
dergo an  imprisonment,  at  hard  lal)or.  for  any  j)eriod  not  less 
than  three,  nor  more  than  seven  years. 

Section  6.  Aud  be -it  further  enacted  by  the  antfiojity  afore- 
said. That  in  order  to  disseminate  a  knowledge  of  the  jirovis- 
ions  contained  in  this  Act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Prothon- 
otaries  of  the  several  courts  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  counties 
of  Zsorthampton,  Jsorthuinberland,  and  Luzerne,  and  they  are 
hereby  respectively  enjoined  and  required,  to  read,  or  cause 
to  be  read  in  open  court,  the  said  Act,  and  every  part  thereof, 
at  least  once  in  each  of  the  three  terms  next  after  receiving 
the  same;  and  also  it  shall  and  may  l)e  lawful  for  the  Gover- 
nor of  this  Commonwealth  to  issue  his  proclamation,  enjoining 
and  requiring  all  persons  having  intruded  as  aforesaid,  to 
Avithdraw  peaceably  from  the  lands  whereon  such  intrusions 
have  been  made;  and  further  enjoining  and  requiring  the  sev- 
eral officers  of  Government,  and  the  good  citizens  of  this  State, 
to  prevent  or  prosecute,  l)y  all  legal  means,  such  intrusions 
ami  intruders,  and  to  affoi'd  their  most  prompt  and  effectual 
aid,  in  their  several  and  respective  capacities,  to  carry  into  full 
execution  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  relative  thereto; 
Provided  always.  That  nothing  in  this  act.  contained  shall  ex- 
tend to  the  claims  of  persons  claiming  lands  under  and  by  vir- 
tue of  an  Act,  entitled  ''  An  Act  for  ascertaining  and  confirm- 
ing to  certain  persons,  called  Connecticut  claimants,  the  lands 
claimed  by  them  within  the  County  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other 
purposes  therein  mentioned,"  passed  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  seven;  And 
provided  further.  That  this  act,  or  anything  thei-ein  expressed 
shall  not  be  considered  as  intended  to  affect  any  claims  under 
the  said  law  nor  as  a  legislative  construction  or  opinion  re- 
specting said  Act,  or  an  Act,  entitled  "An  Act  to  repeal  an 
.\ct.  entitled  'An  act  for  ascertaining  and  confirming  to  cer- 
tain persons,  called  Connecticut  Claimants,  the  lands  })y  them 
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claimed  within  the  County  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned,""  passed  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  ninety,  or  the  validity  or  effect  of 
either  of  the  said  laws. 

George  Latimer, 
Speaker  of  the  house  of  Rej^resentatives. 

Robert  Hare, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
Approved  April  11,  1795, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

Governor  of  the  Commomvealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


Vote  on  the  Intrusion'  Law. 
Yeas. 
Benjamin  R.  Morgan,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Jacob  Hiltzheimer,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Francis  rfurney.  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Lawrence  Seckel,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Robert  Wain,  City  of  Philadelphia. 
Thomas  Forrest,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
Joseph  Magoffin,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
Thomas  Paul,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
Thomas  Eritton,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
Thomas  Bull,  County  of  Chester. 
Roger  Kirk,  Countj'  of  Chester. 
Joseph  Pierce,  County  of  Chester. 
Robert  Frazer,  County  of  Chester. 
Tnomas  Boude,  County  of  Lancaster. 
Matthias  Barton,  County  of  Lancaster. 
Daniel  Buckley,  County  cf  Lancaster. 
John  Eckmaii,  County  of  Lancaster. 
Boice  Clark,  County  of  Lancaster. 
Philip  Grartner,  County  of  iTork. 
Alexander  Turner,  County  of  York. 
Thomas  Campbell,  County  of  York. 
John  Stewart,  County  of  York. 
William  McPherson,  County  of  York. 
John  Spayd,  County  of  Berks. 
Stephen  Balliett,  County  of  Northampton. 
Cxeorge  Hughes.  County  of  Northumberland. 
Benjamin  Lodge,  County  of  Westmoreland, 
l^richael  Pugh,  County  of  Westmoreland. 
William  Henderson,  County  of  Franldin. 
Isaiah  Davis,  County  of  Montgomery. 
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Jacob  Weirick,  County  of  Dauphin. 
David  McMurtie,  County  of  Huntingdon. 
Presley  INeville,  County  of  Alleglieny. 
Dunning  McNair,  County  of  Allegheny. 

Richard  Tittermary,  County  of  Philadelphia. 
John  Ross,  County  of  Chester. 
James  Kelly,  County  of  York. 
Jacob  Crever,  County  of  Cumberland. 
John  Montgomery,  County  of  Cumberland. 
Charles  Shoemaker,  County  of  Berks. 
John  Christ,  County  of  Berks. 
Baltzer  Gehr,  County  of  Berks. 
George  GrafT,  County  of  Northampton. 
Abraham  Bauchman, County  of  ]S'orthampton. 
John  Moore,  County  of  Bedford. 
Jacob  Nagle,  County  of  Bedford. 
William  Patterson,  County  of  Bedford. 
Flavel  Roan,  County  of  Northumberland. 
Jacob  Fullmer,  County  of  Northumberland. 
George  Smith,  County  of  Westmoreland. 
William  Wallace,  County  of  Washington. 
Craig  Ritchie,  County  of  Washington. 
James  Brice,  County  of  Washington. 
Benjamin  White,  County  of  Washington. 
John  Cunningham,  County  of  Fayette. 
Daniel  Royer,  County  of  Franklin. 
Tadwallader  Evans,  County  of  Montgomery. 
Christian  King,  County  of  Dauphin. 
Benjamin  Carpenter,  County  of  Luzerne. 
AVilliam  Sterrett,  County  of  Mifflin. 
James  McFarlane,   County  of  Mifflin. 


CHARLES  STEWART  TD  THE  SECRETARY. 


Court  Hot-sk,  Philadklphia,  April  2o,  1705. 
SiK  :  The  council  for  the  Y'ankys.  as    they  call    themselves, 
have    declared    that    tho'    the    assembly  resolved,    that    lands 
should  be  granted  on  easy  terms  to  some  of  the  suffering  per- 
sons amongst  them,  Y'et  it  had  not   been  done.     The  minutes 
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you  gave  me  yesterday  mentioned  a  number  of  names  as  per- 
sons entitled  to  that  Bounty,  and  the  Draught  of  Jo  Hager- 
mans,  under  the  seal  of  the  Surveyor  Generals  office,  I 
thought  would  fully  refute  this  unfounded  assertion;  but  it 
still  is  in  existence,  therefore  am  under  the  necessity  of  once 
more  troubling  you  on  this  head,  requesting  you  will  look  over 
the  resolution  and  giving,  in  the  way  in  which  you  think  most 
proper,  an  authenticated  copy  of  the  orders  of  survey.  That 
obtaine  1  from  yotir  office  can  be  furtlier  testified  by  the  Sur- 
veyor General,  so  as  to  prove  not  only  the  Gi'ant  from  the 
State,  but  your  order  of  survey  and  tlie  return  as  filed  in  the 
Surveyor  General's  Office.  As  "this  transaction  is  a  little  out 
of  the  ususal  way  you  will  much  oblige  me  to  advert  to  it  and 
thereby  put  it  in  ray  power  to  shew  truth  in  its  proper  colour.  N 
I  have  sent  you  the  minutes  which  pointed  to  this  affair,  etc. 
I  am,  with  very  great  regard, 

Sir,  your  most  obe'd  servant, 

Chas.   Stewart. 


MEMORIAL  OF  I^^HABITA!^TS  OF  LUZERNE. 

Complaint  of  Ii-regularities  at  the  Last  General  Election  of  Rep- 
resentatives, etc.,  in  the  Cotinty  of  Luzerne,  March,  1796. 
To  Thomas  Miflix,  Esqr.  : 

We,  the  subscribers,  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Luzerne, 
Avould  Respectfully  represent  that  we  conceive  very  unwar- 
rantable measures  have  been  taken  at  our  late  general  Elec- 
tion for  the  appointment  of  a  Representative  in  the  General  As- 
sembly, Sheriff,  Coroner,  etc.  By  the  Law  which  regulates 
the  general  Election  of  this  Commonwealth  (section  24th),  it  is 
Declared,  "that  the  Judges  of  the  Election  shall  make  out, 
under  there  hand  and  seal,  a  fair  state  and  certifycates  of  the 
numVier  of  votes  which  shall  have  been  then  and  there  given 
for  each  Candidate,  which  number  shall  be  expressed  in  word 
at  length,  and  not  in  figures  only."  But  notwithstanding  the 
word  of  this  section,  we  are  authorised  to  declare  that  the 
Judges  of  two  of  the  Districts  in  this  County,  viz :  Wilkesbury 
and  AVyalusing  District,  when  the  Judges  met  at  the  County 
Court  House  to  Count  over  there  votes,  made  there  Returns 
in  figures  and  not  in  words;  and  further,  that  the  Wilkesbury 
Return,  after  the  Judges  met  at  the  Court  house,  was  altered 
from  figures  to  word  by  one  of  the  Clarks  of  the  Election.     We 
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are  further  authori^<ed  to  declare  that  the  Judges  of  the  Dis- 
tricts of  Kingston  and  Salem,  for  Reasons  best  known  tothiiu- 
selves,  at  the  general  meeting  of  the  Judges  of  the  other  Dis- 
tricts, made  no  returns  of  the  votes  taken  in  there  Districts. 

When  any  man  is  set  up  as  a  Candidate  for  office,  we  wish 
him  to  have  the  fair  votes  and  sufrage  of  the  People  ;  but  whin 
the  Daw  regtilating  Elections  is  violated,  whin  Intrigues,  fr.iud 
and  corruption  is  the  Characteristick  of  the  Judges  and  others 
Concerned  in  the  Election,  we  think  it  our  duty,  as  good  Cit- 
izens of  this  Commonwealth,  to  make  true  Statement  of  facts 
and  let  the  propriety  and  legality  of  the  Election  be  discussed 
and  Determined  before  a  proper  and  Legal  Tribunal. 


Reuben  Jones. 
John  Cortright. 
Nathan  Craper. 
Henry  Courtright. 
John  Kennedy. 
John  Benedict. 
Stephen  Abbott. 
Lsaac  Benjamin. 
William  Lamb. 
James  BagV)y. 
Wyllys  Hyde. 
Oliver  Pettebone. 
Elisha  Atherton. 
Dani.    Cook. 
Waterman  Baldwin. 
Elisha  Bell. 
Rogers  Searle. 
William  Miller. 
Asa  Dimock. 
Ishinael  Bennet. 
Abr.    Vanfieet. 
Silvanus  Travis. 
John  Hallsted. 
Diodat  Smith. 
Samuel  Miller. 
Joshua  Padrick. 
Elijah  Silsbe. 
Samuel  Miller. 
Reulien  Taylor. 
Ezekiel  Goble. 
John  Gore. 
Joseph  Tuttle. 
David  Perkins. 
Henrv  Hutchings. 


Daniel  Hoi  ley. 
Richard  Westljrook. 
Thomas  Joshlen. 
John  Virmedy,  Jun. 
Stephen  Gardner. 
Charles  Al^bott. 
Jonah  Rogers,  Ju. 
Allen  Vuisis. 
John  Allen. 
James  Abbit. 
William  Carneg. 
James  Connor. 
Aaron  Dean. 
Darius  Williams. 
iSath.  Giddings. 
Benjn.  Smith. 
Arch.  Bower. 
Thos.  Smith. 
Constant  Searle. 
William  Miller. 
James  Brown,  the  Clerk. 
James  Hallstead. 
Isaac  Miles. 
David  Dimock. 
John  Davidson. 
James  Brown,  Tailor. 
David  Brown. 
Wm.  Searle. 
Solomon  Millard. 
Josiah  Ives.  Jr. 
AVilmot  Mitnsson. 
Henry  Allyn. 
John  Chambres. 
Daniel  Gore. 
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THE  COMPROMISE  ACT  OF  1799. 

An  act  lor  offering  compensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  claimants  of 
certain  lands  within  the  seventeen  townships  in  the  county  of  Lu- 
zerne and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted,  etc..  That  Isaac  Wlieleu,  of  Ches- 
ter county;  Thomas  Bonde,  of  Lancaster  county;  and  Gen- 
eral William  Irvine,  of  Cumberland  county,  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  appointed  commissioners,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
carefully  examine  and  ascertain  quantity,  quality  and  situa- 
tion of  all  lands  lying  within  what  have  been  commonJ}-  called 
and  known  by  the  >-ame  of  the  sevexteex  townships  ix 
THE  COUNTY  OF  LuzERNE,  lield  or  claimed  under  a  Pennsylva- 
nia title,  under  a  patent,  or  a  location,  or  warrant  before  the 
decree  of  Trenton,  by  which  the  right  of  jurisdiction  was  de- 
clared to  be  in  Pennsylvania,  on  which  a  survey  has  been  exe- 
cuted and  returned  agreeably  to  law,  and  to  divide  the  same, 
according  to  their  value,  into  four  classes,  distinguished  by 
the  name  of  tha  first,  second,  third  and  fourth  class,  the  first 
class  to  contain  the  lands  of  the  greatest  value,  and  the  second 
third  and  fourth  classes  those  of  inferior  value,  preserving  a  due 
proportion  between  each,  and  shall  adjudge  what  sum  per  acre 
each  Pennsylvania  claimant  shall  receive,  not  exceeding  the 
rates  hereinafter  mentioned  :  Provided  alway.<i.  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  autliorize  the  said  commissioners  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  performance  of  the  duties  enjoined  upon  them  by 
this  act,  until  persons  claiming  land  to  the  extent  of  forty 
tliousand  acres  under  grants  made  by  Pennsylvania,  shall  have 
conveyed  and  released  the  same  to  the  State  by  deeds,  duly 
executed,  and  filed  in  the  land  office,  for  the  purpose  and  for 
the  considerations  expressed  in  this  act.  and  until  persons, 
commonly  called  Connecticut  settlers,  claiming  land  to  the  ex- 
tent as  afore.said,  shall  have  signified  in  writing,  under  their 
hands  and  seals,  duly  executed  in  the  jiresence  of  two  wit- 
nesses, and  filed  in  the  land  office,  that  they  will  submit  to 
and  abide  by  the  determination  of  tlie  said  commissioners; 
And  promxled.  That  if  part  of  the  said  land,  but  not  to  the  ex- 
tent aforesaid,  shall  have  been  released,  or  if  the  Connecticut 
claimants,  to  the  extent  aforesaid,  should  not  make  their  sub- 
missions according  to  the  proviMons  herein  contained,  then 
such  releases  as  shall  have  been  made  liy  Pennsylvania  claim- 
ants, as  aforesaid,  shiill    be  null    and  void,  and    the    property 
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which  shall  have  been  so,  as  aforesaid,  released,  shall  vest  and 
be  held  in  the  same  manner  as  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed ; 
Provided  aho.  That  the  lines  of  the  respective  tracts  of  lands, 
so,  as  aforesaid,  submitted  to  the  examination  of  the  commis- 
sioners, shall  be  the  same  as  those  bounding  the  original  grants, 
and  that  the  said  commissioners  shall  not  examine  any  lands 
but  those  which  the  Pennsylvania  claimants  shall  have  agreed, 
as  aforesaid,  to  submit  to  their  examination. 

Section  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  to  such  of  the  aforesaid  Pennsylvania  claimants 
having  title,  as  aforesaid,  to  lands  within  either  of  the  said 
classes,  who  shall  comply  with  the  conditions  of  this  act,  such 
compensation  shall  be  made  as  the  said  commissioners  shall 
award,  not  exceeding  rates  hereinafter  set  forth,  in  certificates, 
to  be  issued  as  hereinafter  directed,  transferable  and  l)earingin- 
terest,  receivable  as  specie  in  payments  to  be  made  at  the  Land 
Office,  that  is  to  say  :  to  those  whose  lands  shall  be  in  the  tirst 
class  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  dollars  an  acre  ;  to  those  whose 
lands  shall  be  in  the  second  class  a  sum  not  exceeding  three 
dollars  a.n  acre  ;  to  those  whose  lands  shall  be  in  the  third  class 
a  sum  not  exceeding  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  an  acre  ;  and  to 
those  whose  lands  shall  be  in  the  fourch  class  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty-five  cents  an  acre;  Provided  aboays,  that 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  V)e  construed  to  direct  or 
emjjower  the  said  commissioners  to  include  the  whole  or  any 
one  original  survey  in  any  one  class,  unless  in  their  opinion 
the  quality  of  the*  whole  tract  will  justify  it,  nor  that  they 
shall  fix  the  price  of  each  tract  included  in  the  same  class  at 
any  price  per  acre,  unless  in  their  opinion  such  tracts  should 
be  of  equal  value,  but  that  the  rate  per  acre  of  the  several 
tracts  arranged  in  the  .>^ame  class  shall  be  according  to  their 
relative  valne. 

Section  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted  hy  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  every  Pennsylvania  Claimant  who  shall  have  con- 
veyed and  released  to  the  Commonwealth  a  regular  title,  as 
specified  in  this  act,  shall,  on  application  to  the  Board  of  Prop- 
erty, be  entitletl  to  receive  a  ticket  directed  to  the  Comp- 
troller-General, stating  the  number  of  acres  so  released  and 
conveyed  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  class  to  which  the 
said  belongs,  and  also  certifying  the  amount  awarded  by  the 
commissioners  in  favour  of  such  Pennsylvania  Claimant,  and 
the  balance  of  principal  and  interest  due  from  such  Pennsyl- 
vania Claimant  to  the  Commonwealth,  on  account  of  the 
original  purchase  money  of  such  tract  or  tracts,  which  shall  be 
suhmitted  to  the  Register-General  and  the  Comptroller-Gen- 
eral to  issue  and  deliver  to  such  claimant  oneor  more  certificates 
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of  the  nature  herein  before  specilied,  for  rhe  sum  to  which  his 
compensation  shall  amount  after  having  deducted  the  princi- 
pal and  interest  so  due  to  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  said 
Comptroller-General  is  hereljy  authorized  and  directed  to 
issue  such  certificate  or  certificates  accordingly,  and  to  alter  or 
renew  such  certificates  so  as  to  accommodate  payments  at  the 
Land  Office;  and  all  public  luoney  which  shall  come  to  the 
hands  of  the  Receiver-General  is  herel)y  appropriated  to  the 
payment  of  the  said  certificates;  and  in  case  of  disputes  be- 
tween Pennsylvania  claimants  before  the  issuing  of  the  certifi- 
cates in  pursuance  of  this  act,  such  disputes  shall  be  decided 
by  the  Board  of  Property,  according  to  the  general  usage; 
Provided,  That  their  decision  shall  not  prevent  the  party 
against  whom  it  is  made  from  prosecuting  his  claim  in  the 
courts  of  law  as  usual ;  and  in  case  of  an  appeal  from  the  deci- 
sion of  the  Board  of  Property,  the  certificates  shall  not  issue 
until  the  dispute  shall  be  decided. 

Section  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  aut]M)rity  afore- 
said. That  no  Pennsylvania  Claimant  shall  be  entitled  to  com- 
pensation under  this  act  who  shall  not  make  application  to 
the  Board  of  Property  for  that  purpose  within  six  months 
from  the  passing  of  this  act,  Provided,  That  if  such  claimant 
shall,  at  the  time  of  passing  this  act,  be  a.  feme-Covert,  under 
the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  or  out  of  the  United  States,  one 
year  shall  be  allowed  for  making  such  application  from  the  time 
such  claimant  shall  cease  to  be  a  feme-Covert,  arrive  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  or  return  to  some  part  of  the  United 
States. 

Section  5.  And  be  it  fui'ther  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioners  also 
to  ascertain  all  the  rights  or  lots  within  the  said  seventeen 
townships,  which  were  occupied  or  acquired  by  Connecticut 
claimants,  who  were  actually  settlers  there  at  or  before  the 
said  decree  at  Trenton,  and  which  rights  or  lots  were  particu- 
larly assigned  to  the  said  settlers  prior  to  tlie  said  decree, 
agreeably  to  the  regulations  then  in  force  among  them,  and  to 
divide  the  said  rights  or  lots  into  four  classes,  to  be  distin- 
guished in  the  manner  herein  before  mentioned,  according  to 
their  respective  value,  taking  into  consideration  both  the  qual- 
ity and  situation,  and  make  out  certificates  therefor,  with  a 
draft  of  the  survey  thereto  annexed ;  and  in  case  the  said 
original  settlers,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  make  application 
to  the  Land  Office  at  any  time  before  the  first  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one, 
and  agree  to  pay  to  the  Commonwealth,  by  eight  equal  annual 
installments,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per  acre  for  lands  of  the 
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first  class ;  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  and  twenty  cents  per  acre 
for  lands  of  the  second  class;  at  the  rate  of  fifty  cents  per 
acre  for  lands  of  the  third  class;  and  at  the  rate  of  eight  and 
one-third  cents  per  acre  for  lands  of  the  fourth  class  ;\vith  inter- 
est upon  each  installment  till  the  same  is  paid;  whereupon 
patents  for  lands  so  certified  shall  be  issued  from  the  proi)er 
office,  paying  the  legal  fees  for  such  patents,  and  also  the  sur- 
veying fees:  Provided  nevertheless,  and  it  is  hereby  exjaesslt/ 
ordered.  That  no  patents  shall  issue  to  affect  anv  lands,  the 
titles  whereof  shall  be  in  any  person  or  persons  claiming  under 
Pennsylvania,  until  such  person  or  persons  have  conveyed 
their  title  to  the  Commonwealth:  And  prodded  also.  That  the 
lands  to  be  granted  to  any  Connecticut  claimants  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  shall  be  mortgaged  by  such  claimant  or  claimants,  for 
the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of  the  aforesaid  in- 
stallments due  to  the  Commonwealth  as  aforesaid. 

Section  0.  And-  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, Thatghn  case  any  lands  shall  be  conveyed  to  the  Common- 
wealth by  the  aforesaid  Pennsylvania  claimants,  for  which  no 
application  shall  be  made  in  the  manner  hereinbefore  directed 
by  Connecticut  claimants  on  or  before  the  first  of  January,  in 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  Governor,  and  he  is  hereby  required  to  order  such 
lands  to  be  sold  at  public  auction  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
giving  six  months  notice  of  such  sale  in  one  or  more  of  the 
newspapers  of  the  said  city,  provided,  the  same  shall  not  be  sold 
at  a  less  price  than  that  at  which  the  State  has  by  this  act 
directed  it  to  be  offered  to  the  Connecticut  claimants;  and  in 
case  any  of  the  land  so  exposed  to  sale  should  sell  for  the  sum 
for  which  it  was  offered  to  the  Connecticut  claimants,  then, 
in  such  case,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Attorney-General  im- 
mediately thereafter  to  cause  legal  process  to  be  issued  for  dis- 
possessing every  such  person  of  the  land  so  claimed,  and  not 
sold  by  the  Commonwealth,  excepting  in  the  case  of  minors 
under  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  persons  beyond  the  sea. 
who  shall  be  allowed  a  further  time  of  one  year  from  the  time 
the  land  claimed  by  them  was  exposed  to  sale  as  aforesaid,  by 
themselves,  guardians  or  attorneys,  to  make  their  application 
and  comply  with  tlie  terms  of  this  act. 

Section  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  each  person  claiming  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall, 
prior  to  the  commissioners  classing  and  valuing  such  persons 
and  by  virtue  of  this  act,  make  oath  or  affirmation  (which 
oath  or  affirmation  either  of  the  said  commissioners  is  hereVjy 
authorized  to  administer)  "that  he  or  she  does  not  claim  title 
under  a  joint  right  of  tlie  Pennsylvania  claimants  and  of  the 
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Connecticut  settlers,  but  that  he  or  she  holds  exclusively  under 
one  or  the  other  of  the  aforesaid  rignts,  and  that  he  or  she  has 
not  directly  or  indirectly  done  or  caused  to  be  done  any  act 
or  thing  to  destroy  or  conceal  such  joint  title,  with  a  view  of 
coming  within  the  provisions  of  this  act;"  and  if  it  shall  ap- 
pear that  any  person  claiming  the  provisions  of  this  act  holds 
by  such  joint  title,  or  that  such  joint  title  has  been  destroyed 
or  concealed  with  the  view  aforesaid,  then  in  that  case  such 
lands  shall  not  be  within  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sectiox  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authoritij  afore- 
said. That  each  of  the  said  commissioners,  before  he  acts, 
shall  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  before  some  Judge  or  Justice 
of  the  Peace  "that  he  will  diligently,  faithfully  and  impartially 
discharge  the  duties  assigned  him  l)y  this  act,"  and  in  case 
either  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  die,  or  refuse  or  become 
incapable  to  act,  the  Governor  shall  appoint  a  person  to  supply 
his  place,  and  all  acts  by  a  majority  of  the  said  commissioners 
shall  be  as  valid  as  if  they  had  all  joined  therein. 

Section  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  autJwrity  afore- 
said, That  the  said  commissioners  shall  keep  a  regular  account 
of  their  proceedings  in  a  book,  which  shall  be  deposited  by 
them  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  and  they 
may  appoint  a  clerk,  who  shall  be  sworn  or  affirmed  before 
them  faithfully  to  register  all  their  proceedings  in  pursuance 
of  this  act,  and  they  may  appoint  a  surveyor  or  surveyors  and 
employ  chain  carriers  and  markers  for  the  purpose  of  such  sur- 
veys as  they  shall  judge  necessary,  and  the  said  surveyors, 
chain  carriers  and  markers  shall  be  sworn  before  a  justice  of 
the  Peace  or  one  of  the  commissioners,  faithfully  to  perform 
th^ir  respective  duties,  and  shall  receive  a  reasonable  compen- 
sation for  their  services,  to  be  fixed  by  the  said  commissioners, 
and  paid  by  the  Commonwealth,  and  all  si;rveys  made  by 
direction  of  the  said  commissioners  shall  be  by  them  returned 
to  the  Office  of  the  Surveyor  Greneral. 

Section  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afort- 
said,  That  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  pub]i(r 
Treasury  to  each  of  the  said  commissioners  three  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  day,  and  to  their  clerk  three  dollars  per  day,  for 
each  day  that  they  shall  l)e  respectively  employed  in  perform- 
ing the  duty  required  Ijy  this  act. 

Section  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said. That  in  cases  of  dispute  between  the  Connecticut  claim- 
ants, they  may  elect  to  have  the  same  decided  by  the  said  com- 
missioners, or  appear  before  such  decision,  to  the  court  of 
Common  Pleas  of  the  proper  county,  and  a  certificate  from  the 
clerk  of  such  commissioners  or  from  the  Prothonotarv  of  such 
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(Jourt  of  Common  Pleas,  before  which  tribunal  such  decision 
may  be  had,  certifying  in  whose  favour  the  same  is  adjudged, 
shall  be  good  evidence  to  obtain  a  patent  from  the  proper  office 
aforesaid. 

Passed  April  4,  179'J. 


ALEXANDER  HUNTER  TO  THOMAS  GRANT. 


SuxBTRT,  September  22,  1799. 

Dear  Sir:  As  you  informed  in  your  last  the  time  for  Penn- 
sylvania Claimants  Releasing  their  Lands  at  Wyoming  to  the 
State  would  expire  on  the  last  of  this  mouth  I  have,  by  Mr. 
Vaughan,  forwarded  you  a  Release  of  ours  in  the  Seventeen 
Townships,  save  one  tract  in  dispute  with  Samuel  Wallace,  in 
the  name  of  Wni.  Hendricks,  nearly  opposite  the  mouth  of 
Wapwallaping,  Avhich  Draft  or  a  Copy  you  will  oblige  me  by 
bringing  from  the  office.  Captain  Cook  insists  the  time  does 
not  expire  before  the  last  of  December;  but  lest  we  should  be 
mistaken  I  have  sent  in  time,  Depending  on  you  to  Present  it 
at  the  proper  office.  Your  folks  are  all  well.  We  have  had  a 
very  wet  spell  and  the  River  rising  fast.  .Nothing  new  here. 
People  Healthy. 

1  am  with  Respect, 

Yours  Sincerely, 

Alex.  Htjxter. 
Thomas  Grant,  Esq. 

[Endorsed]  Thomas    Grant.  Esquire,  now  at    Lancaster,   by 
Mr.  Vaughan. 


PETITION  IN  BEHALF  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF 
NEWPORT,  LUZERNE  COUNTY. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Legislature  of  the  Comvionivealth  of  Penn- 
syU-ania  the  Petition  of  Jonathan  Smith  and  Jonathan  Kel- 
logg, agents  for  the  Inhabitants  of  Neivport,  in  the  County  of 
Liizeme,  most  respeclfulli/  sJieiretli  : 

That  the  said  Inhabitants  occupy  a  Township  within  the 
provisions  of  the  Acr  of  Assembly  passed  the  4th  of  April,  1799, 
entitled  an  act  "offering  compensation  to  the  Pt^nnsyivania 
Claimants  for  Lands  bv  them  claimed  in  what  are  called  the 
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17  Townships  in  tlie  County  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purposes 
therein  mentioned. " 

That  in  laying  out  said  Township  of  iS'ewport,  as  well  in  lay- 
ing all  others  of  the  Seventeen,  with  views  to  support  a 
preached  Gospel  and  educate  the  Children  in  said  Township, 
and  conformably  to  a  positive  ordinance  among  the  Rules  of 
settlement  in  the  Regulations  of  the  Susquehana  Company, 
these  Rights, so  called,  containing  Nine  hundred  acres,  were  set 
apart  and  sequestered.  The  first  three  hundred  acres  was  to 
vest  in  the  first  settled  Clergyman  in  the  Township,  the  second 
three  hundred  acres  to  his  use  during  his  ministry,  and  the 
third  three  hundred  acres  to  the  use  of  Schools  by  dividing  the 
Rent  annually,  according  to  the  number  of  schools  which 
might  be  instituted  and  kept  up  in  said  Township.  That  the 
original  design  then, in  reserving  said  nine  hundred  acres  in  said 
Township,  being  apparent  to  diffuse  usefiil  knowledge,  which  is 
so  essential  to  the  preservation  of  those  blessings  we  daily  par- 
ticipate in  our  free  government,  and  that  the  said  provision,  so 
far  as  it  respects  the  School,  corresponds  so  substantially  with 
a  most  important  provision  contained  in  the  Constitution  of 
our  State  in  erecting  Seminaries  and  schools  that  the  Poor 
may  be  taught  gratis,  that  your  Petitioners  feel  a  confidence 
in  praying  your  Honorable  body,  to  grant  in  Trust  to  your 
Petitioners  the  aforesaid  X'ine  hundred  acres  of  Land  to  the 
use  of  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Township  for  the  purposes  be- 
fore  recited,  without  advancing  or  securing  the  payment  of 
any  money,  and  without  which  no  Individual,  as  a  Connecti- 
cut settler,  by  the  Terms  of  the  act  aforesaid,  tor  his  Indi^^d- 
ual  claim  to  lands  in  said  Townshii?  to  a  title  can  succeed. 
And  your  Petitioners  as  in  dut\,  &c. 

Jonathan  Smith, 

.^    ,  Jonathan  Kellogg. 

Dec'm'b.  30,  1799. 


TENCH  COXE  TO  GOVERNOR  McKEAN. 


Land  Office,  January  31,  1800. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  your  inspection  a  Copy 
of  the  apphcation  N.  1  of  Moses  Atherton,  a  Connecticut  claini"- 
ant,  which,  with  many  others,  were  entered  in  the  Land  Office 
on  or  before  the  31st  instant.  Altho'  applications  have  been 
made  for  the  quantity  of  40,000  Acres  (and  more),  required  bv 
46— Vol.  XVIII. 
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the  law  to  give  it  effect,  an  official  report  thereof  is  delayed  on 
account  of  information  received,  that  a  number  more  will  ar- 
rive by  mail  in  a  very  short  time.  This  paper  is  transmitted, 
Sir,  merelvfor  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the  form  in  which  the 
Connecticut  Claimants  have  executed  their  instruments  of  ap- 
plication and  submission.  Considering  the  antecedent  circum- 
stances of  the  Connecticut  pretensions  and  intrusions  upon 
Pennsylvania,  it  is  respectfully  conceived,  that  every  reasona- 
ble caution  and  scrutiny  should  be  applied  to  their  instru- 
ments and  jiroceedings  under  the  Act  of  April  4,  1799.  There 
are  yet  eleven  months  to  correct  errors  and  in- perfections,  as 
the  time  allowed  for  ('onnecticut  applications  and  submissions 
ends  with  the  year  1800,  tho'  the  releases  from  the  Pennsylva- 
nians  could  not  be  received  after  the  fourth  day  of  October  1, 
1799.  Tho'  the  followina:  remarks  maybe  in  part  at  least,  on 
points  not  essential,  I  beg  permission  to  submit  them  entire 
to  your  perusal. 

You  will  perceive.  Sir,  that  the  recital  from  line  1  to  line  .T  is 
unskillfuUy  drawn,  and  that  its  precise  intention  is  not  clear. 
By  leaving  out  the  word  "by,"  in  the  first  line,  it  would  have 
been  more  intelligible  ;  but  it  is  probable  it  may  not  be  lield 
materially  exceptionable  in  its  present  form.  In  the  2d  reci- 
tal, line  7,  the  instrument  describes  the  persons  intended  by 
the  Act,  as  "persons  called  Connecticut  Settlers."  The  oth 
Sec.  of  the  Act  of  April  4,  1799,  uses  these  words,  "original  set- 
tlers, their  heirs  and  assigns,"  with  reference  back  to  them,  in 
the  former  part  of  the  section,  as  Connecticut  claimants  who 
were  actual  settlers  at  or  before  the  time  of  the  decree  at  Tren- 
ton, on  lots  particularly  assigned  to  them  (the  said  settlers)-, 
before  the  said  decree,  agreeably  to  the  regulations  then  in 
force  among  them.  It  is  true,  however,  that  the  part  of  the 
instrument  nov,-  under  notice,  is  only  preliminary  recital,  and 
not  the  essential  part  of  the  Act  or  Deed  of  application  and 
submission.  It  is  also  true  that  the  first  Section  in  the  pro- 
visos IS  in  the  terms  of  this  Act  of  submission.  It  relates,  how- 
ever, to  the  powers  of  the  Commmissioners  to  proceed,  and  not 
to  the  obligations  of  the  claimants. 

In  the  12th  and  13th  lines,  Moses  Atherton,  the  applicant, 
only  stiles  himself  "a  Connecticut  settler  claiming  lands  in  the 
seventeen  Townships."  He  does  not  say  he  was  an  actual  set- 
tler at  or  liefore  the  decree  of  Trenton,  nor  an  heir,  nor  an  as- 
sign of  such  a  settler,  nor  an  original  settler.  ISeither  does  he 
say  that  the  lands  he  claims  were  particularly  assigned  to  him 
or  his  predecessors  in  the  line  of  descent  and  purchase.  The 
lands  may  have  been  under  Connecticut  rights  of  dates  subse- 
quent to  December,  1782;  and  may  eVen  be  half    share  rights 
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for  any  thing  that  appears  on  the  face  of  tlie  instrument.  No 
evidence  accompanies  them.  It  is  true  these  persons,  or  sucli 
part  of  them  as  claim  40,000  acres,  may  yet  clearly  appear  l)y 
subsequent  evidences  and  circumstances  to  l)e  strictly  within 
the  meaning  and  even  the  letter  of  the  law.  To  bring  forward 
this  evidence  in  season,  guarded  intimations  may  perhaps  \n- 
safely  made  to  the  applicants  to  proceed  in  the  train  of  Acts, 
required  of  them  by  the  several  sections  of  the  law.  The 
words  in  line  15,  designating  the  land,  jire  merely  these:  "land 
in  the  Township  of  Plymouth.  '  Those  words  are  neither 
closely  descriptive  nor  indeed  in  the  least  degree  indicative  of 
any  particular  tract  in  the  township,  but  equally  applicable 
to  every  lot  of  eighty  Acres  in  the  Township.  The  designation 
is  not  more  defective  as  to  buts,  bounds,  intersecting  water^- 
and  adjoining  lands,  than  it  is  as  to  the  original  Connecticut 
settlement  and  the  various  other  matters,  which  relate  to  the 
peculiar  objects  of  the  law.  In  this  part  of  the  instrument  ot 
application  it  again  appears,  that  the  Connecticut  claimants 
have  had  most  in  view  the  provisos  to  the  first  section  of  the 
Act. 

In  the  19th  line  tlie  engagement  to  submit  to  and  abide  by 
the  determination  of  "the  (commissioners  or  their  successors." 
would  seem  to  have  )>een  better  expressed  if  it  had  been  fol- 
lowed by  words  designating  them  as  named  in,  or  to  be  ap- 
pointed in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of  the  4th  April,  1799.  Yet  it 
will  probably  appear,  Sir,  to  your  better  Judgment  that  it  is 
rather  a  reasonable  criticism  upon  the  language  of  the  instru- 
ment than  an  indication  of  an  essential  imperfection 

If  the  words  "in  the  premises,"  in  the  19th  line,  and  the 
whole  of  the  20th  line,  together  with  the  first  word  "claim- 
ants," in  the  ilst  line,  had  been  left  out;  and  the  words  "in 
relation  to  the  said  three  parcels  of  land  by  u»e  claimed,'  had 
been  inserted  in  their  stead,  it  would  seem  to  have  been  less 
liable  to  evasions.  The  words  "the  premises,"  have  nor,  per- 
haps, a  reference  perfectly-definite  from  the  iTiiperfections  of 
the  preceeding  parts  of  the  instruments,  and  the  words  "may 
be  released,"  do  most  materially  affect  the  strict  letter  of  these 
ficts  of  api^lication  and  submission,  l)ecause  no  Pennsylvania 
claimants  have,  will  or  can  release  after  the  dates  of  those  acts 
of  the  Connecticut  claimants.  It  would  have  l)een  much  more 
satisfactory  to  have  used  the  words,  "as  shall  appear  to  have 
i)een  released. " 

Upon  the  whole,  sir.  the  degree  of  importance  to  be  attracted 
to  that"  prospective  expression  in  the  20rh  line,  seems  to  be 
worthy  of  the  legal  consideration  liy  which  you  are  so  well  able 
to  <letermine  its   construction   and  operation.     These    instru- 
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merits  will,  after  acceptance,  be  filed  of  lecord  in  the  land 
Office,  yet  it  may  be  prudent  to  have  tliem  acknowledged  by 
the  parties  or  proved  and  recorded  in  the  Rolls  Office.  The 
evidence  of  llieir  genuineness,  by  an  aclinowledgment  in  per- 
son, is  desirable.  It  is  not  certain  tiiat  a  transmission  of  tnem 
to  Luzerne  would  be  legal,  Ijut  official  Copies  to  be  furnished 
to  the  Commissioners  luiglit  )je  acknowledged  to  be  correct  and 
true  Copies  by  the  applicants  themselves  in  Luzerne. 

A  desire  of  bringing  tliis  subject  before  you  m  the  best  order 
in  my  power,  hasinduceil  me  to  trouble  you  Avith  these  notes, 
Avhich  I  beg  you  to  excuse.  The  dejiosition  in  regard  to 
Jiolding  under  the  Connecticut  title  only  has  been  intimated 
to  the  bearers  of  the  applications  in  conversation  with  them, 
as  also  a  particular  designation  of  their  tracts  ;  on  these  points 
most  of  the  Pennsylvaniuns  have  been    precise.       1    have  the 

honor  to  be, 

Sir,  your  mo.  olj't 

and  mo.  h'ble  S"t, 

Tkxch  Coxe, 
i^ecretarij  of  the  Land  Office. 


TENCH  COXE  TO  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 

Land  Office,  February  G,  1800. 

Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  favor  intimating 
your  intention  to  transmit  your  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
David  Mead's  law,  etc  ,  for  which  I  will  thank  yoti  as  soon  as 
your  convenience  will  admit. 

I  have  now,  sir,  to  present  to  your  very  particular  consider- 
ation, an  important  instrument  of  writing,  wliereof  the  in- 
closed is  a  copy.  It  is  the  application  and  submission  of  Moses 
Atherton,  a  Connecticut  Claimant,  under  the  Act  of  the  4th 
of  April,  179it,  entitled  "An  act  for  offering  compensation  to 
the  Pennsylvania  Claimants,  etc."  Having  had  the  honor  to 
communicate  the  same  to  the  Grovernor,  for  his  information, 
aiifi  to  submit  to  him  some  remarks  and  suggestions,  I  trouble 
you  with  a  Copy  of  them  in  the  hope  that  they  may  facilitate 
your  consideration  of  the  various  points.  A  very  large  propor- 
tion of  ninety  three  applications  (for  tlie  qtiantity  of  46,000  as. 
of  Land),  are  in  the  same  form,  being  made  by  printed  blanks 
filled  in  by  the  claimants  according  to  their  cases,  respectively. 
It   is    unnecessary  to   press    upon    yoti   the  reflexions   that   it 
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wonkl  be  equallv  inexpedient  to  interposse  any  but  valid  objec- 
tions, and  to  accept  instruments  of  application  and  submissioji 
liable  to  just  exception!-.  Should  it  appear  that  these  instru- 
ments require  essential  amendments,  it  might  be  well,  perhaps, 
to  do  it  in  the  following  manner.  In  order  to  i)rocure  an  ac- 
knowledgement of  the  execution  of  these  instruments  by  the 
claimants  themselves  in  Luzerne,  an  instrument  might  be  pre- 
pared for  each  applicant  reciting  his  application  at  length,  and 
then  containing  some  clause  of  explanation  or  amendment  as 
to  the  points  of  doubt  or  exception.  This,  executed  before  the 
Commissioners,  wotild  perhaps  cure  the  whole.  There  is  yet 
time,  and  the  case  is  of  primary  importance.  On  the  receipt 
of  your  opinion  the  Board  of  property  will  take  such  order  in 
the  Case  as  may  appear  necessary  and  within  their  powers  and 
duties.  It  is  at  their  unanimous  request  that  I  have  made  to 
you  this  communication. 

1  am,   Sr, 

very  respectfully 

Your  mo.  ob't  Ser't, 
Te.vch  Coxe, 
Hecretarii  of  the  Laud  Office. 
The  Attornev  C-feneral  of  Pennsvlvania. 


rENCH  COXE  TO  ISAAC  WHELEX. 

Land  Office  of  Pennsylvania,  Fehrnary  8,  1800.  ' 
Sir:  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  yoti  as  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners, that  there  have  been  presented  at  this  Office,  Deeds 
from  the  Pennsylvania  Owners  of  Lands  in  the  seventeen  Con- 
necticut Townships  of  Luzerne,  ^o  the  amount  of  more  than 
40,000  Acres;  there  .'  ave  been  also  transmitted  to  this  OflRce 
applications  from  Connecticitt  Claimants  to  the  amount  of 
more  than  40,000  Acres,  as  required  by  the  act  of  April  4,  1799. 
The  other  two  Commissioners,  Generals  Irvine  and  Boude, 
have  been  apprized  of  this  matured  state  of  things,  and  are 
preparing  to  enter  upon  their  duties.  This  information  is 
given  to  you  to  enable  you  to  make  your  preparation,  to  set 
out  so  as  to  suit  your  private  affairs. 

If  you  should  be  in  Lancaster  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  giving 
you  such  other  information  as  you  may  desire. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obed't  servant, 

T.   C. 
Isaac  Whelen,  Esq  r,  near  Downingtown,  Pennsylvania. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETART  OF  LAND  OFFICE. 

Land  Offick  of  Pkxnsylvaxia,  Fehruary  Vi,  1800. 

In  obedience  to  the  order  of  the  House  of  Reprehentatives 
of  the  lOch  inslant,  tlie  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  has  the 
honor,  respectfully,  to  report  the  following  proceedings  under 
the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  passed  on  the  4th  day  of 
April,  1799,  entitled  "an  act  for  oiYering  compensation  to  the 
Pennsylvania  claimants  of  certain  Lands  within  tlie  seventeen 
Townships  in  the  County  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purposes 
tiierein  mentioned." 

It  is  understood  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
immediately  after  the  i)assing  of  the  Law,  communicared  to 
the  Commissioners  nauied  by  the  Legislature,  that  the  duties 
designated  in  the  act  had  been  assigned  to  tliem.  Communi- 
cations, personal  or  written,  have  since  taken  place  between 
the  Land  ofhce  and  the  Commissioners,  in  order  that  they 
might  stand  prepared  \o  proceed  to  Luzerne  whenever  the 
season  shall  admit. 

It  appears  from  the  releases  and  Conveyances  to  the  Com- 
monwealth, which  have  been  deposited  in  the  Land  Office,  by 
]K-rsons  holding  under  Pennsvlvania,  that  the  state  is  rein- 
vested with  titles  to  lands  in  Luzerne  County  of  dates  prior  to 
The  decree  of  Trenton,  to  the  amount  of  ninety-one  thousanci 
tliree  hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres  and  ninety-one  perches, 
agreeably  to  tlie  general  abstract  A.,  which  accomi)anies  this 
report. 

Besides  the  lands  so  released  and  conveyed  by  persons  wlio 
held  under  Pennsylvania,  there  are  likewise  written  applica- 
tions from  the  same  description  of  claimants  to  the  Board  of 
Property  for  compensation  under  the  law  of  the  4th  April,  1799, 
for  other  parcels  of  land  to  the  amount  of  eight  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres  and  one  hundred  and 
two  perches  agreeaV)ly  to  the  al)Stract  B. ,  which  also  accompa- 
nies this  report.  The  Lands  contained  in  the  last  mentioned 
abstract  are  not  yet  released  or  conveyed,  bo  as  to  enable  the 
Commissioners  to  proceed  to  examine  and  value  them  under 
the  law.  But  measures  have  been  taken  to  obtain  tho  proper 
necessary  instruments.  It  will  lie  perceived,  howevei-.  that 
the  lands  in  the  firsr  mentioned  absfact,  alone  exceed  the 
quantity  of  forty  thousan<l  acve^. 

The  Connecticut  Claimant     'rausmitted  to  the  liand  office. 
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principally  on  the  tAventj'-first  day  of  January,  Last,  a  number 
of  instruments  of  applications  and  submissions,  which  are  ex- 
liibited  (together  with  a  copy  D.  of  one  of  them)  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  House,  in  the  General  Abstract  C.  They  relate 
to  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  tracts  and  lots  of  land  amount- 
ing in  the  whole,  to  forty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  tift\  - 
nine  acres  and  three-quarters  of  an  acre.  A  few  of  these  ap- 
plications  have  been  received  at  the  Land  office  sinct^  the  order 
or  the  House.  It  is  uncertain  whether  any  more  will  be  pre- 
.-^ented,  tho'  it  appears  very  probable  that  some  yet  remain  to 
be  delivered.  From  the  manner  in  which  the  Connecticut  a])- 
plications  liave  been  made,  and  under  the  circumstance  of  the 
£U)})licants  generally  possessing  a  knowledge  of  the  situation 
and  boundaries  of  the  seventeen  Townships,  it  has  been  found 
practicable  for  them  distinctly  to  exhibit  the  quantity  in  each, 
lor  which  they  apply  ;  and  it  is  observable  that  their  applica- 
tions are  diffused  among  all  the  Townships  but  one.  But  as 
the  official  papers  of  Pennsylvania  do  not  contain  any  refer- 
ences to  the  Connecticut  Townships,  and  as  very  few  Pennsyl- 
vania Townships  existed  in  that  County  at  the  dates  of  these 
ancient  rightv-i,  it  has  V)een  found  impossible  to  designate  the 
situation  of  the  Pennsylvania  lands  more  precisely  or  in  any 
other  manner  than  will  appear  on  reference  to  the  abstract  A. 
The  returns  of  Survey,  however,  required  by  the  act,  will  af- 
ford to  the  Commissioners  authentic  and  accurate  information 
on  that  essential  point. 

Since  the  receipt  of  Releases  and  applications  to  the  amount 
of  forty  Thousand  acres  from  each  of  the  two  descriptions  of 
persons  mentioned  in  the  I^aw,  the  necessary  Information  has 
been  given  to  the  three  Commissioners,  and  opportunity  lias 
been  taken  for  preparatory  conferences  with  two  of  their  num- 
ber, who  were  at  the  seat  of  Government.  They  aAvait  only 
the  receipt  of  the  necessary  official  paj^ers  and  the  pro])er  sea- 
.'ion  to  proceed  upon  their  duty. 

As  soon  as  Connecticut  applications  were  transmitted  fi-om 
Luzerne  to  the  amount  of  forty  thousand  acres,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Land  office  had  the  honor  to  communicate  thf:  Event 
to  the  Governor,  and  at  the  same  time  to  inform  him  of  an  in- 
timation that  a  few  more  instruments  of  the  same  nature  were 
expected  from  that  County.  The  Governor,  in  Consequence, 
was  pleased  to  direct  that  all  the  documents  necessary  to  ex- 
hibit the  quantity  of  land  and  the  general  circumstances  of  the 
business,  should  be  put  into  such  ^v  state  of  prejiaration  as  to 
be  ready  for  the  information  and  use  of  the  Legislature  when- 
ever those  applications,  which  Avere  expected,  should  arrive. 
That  circumstance  took    place  on    the  eleventli    instant.     On 
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thai  day  also  the  order  of  the  House  was  received  at  the  Land 
office.  The  three  abstracts  whieli  the  Secretary  in  obedience 
thereto,  has  noAv  the  honor  to  transmit,  will  shew  (as  it  directs) 
hoAV  far  the  act  to  which  those  abstracts  relate  has  been  com- 
plied with,  as  well  on  the  part  of  the  Pennsylvania  claimants 
as  by  the  Connecticut  claimants. 

Tench  Coxe, 
Secretary  of  the  Land  Office. 


JOHN  FIELD  TO  TENCH  COXE. 

Philadelphia.  2  mo.  24,  1800. 
Tench  Coxe,  Esqr: 

Respected  Friend  :  I  have  now  under  my  notice  a  Copy 
of  thy  Letter  of  18th  inst.,  to  Geo.  Williams,  respecting  certain 
Lauds  belonging  to  the  Estate  of  my  Wife's  Father,  D.  "Wil- 
liams, part  of  Avhich  are  supposed  to  lay  within  the  Connecti- 
cut claims.  I  lately  reqtiested  Wm.  Parlen  to  send  me  Copies 
of  the  returns  of  Survey  for  those  Lands,  by  recurring  to  which 
it  may  be  seen  whether  any,  and  if  any,  which  of  the  Tracts 
are  so  situated,  and  I  should  be  obliged  by  thy  looking  at  them 
and  giving  me  such  information  as  ntay  be  necessary  to  ascer- 
tain the  matter,  as  I  am  ignorant  of  the  boundaries  of  the  Con- 
necticut Claims.  When  that  is  done  I  will  attend  to  the  sev- 
eral points  thou  mentions,  in  order  that  the  business  may  not 
l>e  further  protracted,  (ieo.  Williams  has  no  further  agency 
in  the  business 

The  bearer,  David  Mead,  Esq.,  having  received  some  infor- 
mation respecting  the  Conduct  of  some  of  the  deputy  Sur- 
veyors in  the  districts  West  of  Allegheny  River  towards  tlie 
Pennsylvania  population  Company  (of  which  I  am  a  mem- 
ber), and  m\self  and  Son,  has  desired  me  to  relate  what  I 
know  thereof.  But  on  examining  my  stock  of  information, 
tho'  it  is  extensive  and  various,  it  appears  to  me  too  imper- 
fect to  be  taken  as  evidence,  being  chiefly  what  I  have  heard 
from  others.  A  number  of  persons  are  now.,  or  will  shortly  be 
at  Lancaster,  who  are  more  particularly  acquainted  Avith  the 
.same  things  to  whom  reference  may  be  had  if  necessary.  The 
Company  and  myself  have  suffered  great  and  very  grievous 
imjiositions.  Avhich  could  very  readily  be  substantiated,  but  if 
ever  we  procure  any  redress  I  presume  it  must  be  in  a  Court  of 
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liaw.  Those  impositions,  I  believe,  have  proceeded  partlv 
from  some  Deputy  Surveyor,  but  mostly  from  men  of  bad  dis- 
positions, endeavoring  to  possess  themselves  of  our  Lands  ;  and 
to  defeat  such  combination  of  evils  and  prevent  very  serious 
disturbances  in  this  quarter,  the  Company  and  myself  have 
been  obhged  to  give  tliose  intruders  great  part  of  our  Lands, 
also  t,o  advance  enormous  Sums  of  Money  to  settle  and  iinprove 
them.  I  had  very  little  knowledge  of  the  I-and  business  when 
those  things  occurred,  Init  it  Mas  then  my  opinion  the  Com- 
pany should  apply  to  the  Surveyor  Genl  for  redress  in  those 
parts  if  any  that  originated  from  his  deputies,  and  I  have 
since  regretted  it  was  not  done,  as  from  my  own  observations 
1  believe  he  would  have  called  his  deputies  to  a  sworn  acco't 
so  far  as  they  were  concerned.  With  regard  to  the  present 
deputy  in  District  >'o.  2,  I  do  not  know  him,  nor  am  I  ac- 
quainted with  any  improprieties  of  Conduct  on  his  part  if  such 
exist.  The  present  information  I  consider  as  out  of  season  and 
that  I  am  probably  more  blameable  than  the  officers  of  the 
Land  department  in  Philad'  and  Lancaster  in  those  things  that 
concern  myself,  in  short,  I  do  not  see  how  they  can  at  all  be 
held  accountable  for  improprieties  of  which  they  were  igno- 
rant of,  therefore  I  acquit  them  freely  and  fully. 
I  am,  Respectfully, 

Thy  assured  Friend, 

JoH^-  Field. 


CIRCULAR  TO  WYOMING  RELEASERS. 

Land  Office,  Pa.  ,  June  13,  1800. 

Sir  :  On  making  up  the  file  of  Pennsylvania  returns  of  sur- 
vey of  Lands  in  the  17  Connecticut  Townships  of  Luzerne 
County,  it  is  found  that  a  feAv  are  missing.  After  diligent 
searches  in  the  Surveyor  General  s  Office,  no  traces  are  per- 
ceived of  those  noted  below.  If  you  possess  copies  of  those  re- 
turned, or  even  surveyed,  it  is  very  desirable  that  you  should 
bring  them  forward  immediately.  The  best  step  that  can  be 
taken  is  totransmit  to  this  office  every  particle  of  evidence  that 
you  possess  or  can  obtain,  tending  to  establish  either  an  ac- 
tual and  regular  return  or  a  survey  or  any  other  measure  in 
execution  of  the  warrant  partly  or  wholly. 

I  shall  forthwith  inform  the  Comissioners  in  all  cases  of  per- 
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feet  execution,  lu  cases  wiierein  further  ineasureis  may  appear 
necessary  and  may  be  found  within  the  powers  of  the  Board 
of  Property,  the  uiatter  will  be  taken  up  therein  for  renjedy 
or  completion. 


THE  COMMISSIONERS  TO  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL. 


WiLKKSBARRK,   LUZERXE  COUNTY,   July  21,    1800. 

Sir:  "We  find  many  difficulties  in  the  execution  of  the  act 
offering  compensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants  of  Land 
in  the  County  of  Luzerne,  particularly  as  we  apprehend  some 
of  the  enacting  clauses  are  directly  opposed  to  each  other.  We 
conceive  it,  therefore,  to  be  necessary,  indeed  our  duty,  to  ajoply 
to  you,  as  Attorney  General  of  tlie  State,  fcr  your  opinion  and 
advice. 

First  Section.  "That  the  said  Commissioners  shall  not  ex- 
amine any  lands  but  those  which  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants 
shall  have  agreed  as  aforesaid  to  submit  to  their  examination." 

Fifth  Section.  "That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Commis- 
sioners also  to  ascertain  all  the  rights  or  lots  within  the  seven- 
teen townships,  which  -were  occupied  or  acquired  by  Connecti- 
cut Claimants,  who  were  actually  settlers  at  or  Ijefore  the  de- 
cree of  Trenton,  and  which  lots  or  rights  were  piirticularly  as- 
signed to  the  said  settlers  prior  to  the  said  decree  at  Trenton, 
jigreeably  to  the  regulations  then  in  force  among  them." 

We  ask,  Shall  the  prohibition  in  the  first  section  prevent  the 
Commissioners  from  ascertaining  and  valuing  the  Connecticut 
rights  or  lots  within  the  seventeen  townships  Avhere  the  Penn. 
sylvania  Claimants  have  not  released  to  the  State? 

The  transfers  and  sub-divisions  have  been  so  numerous 
among  the  Connecticut  Claimants  themselves,  that  it  will  be 
a  work  of  years  if  the  Commissioners  must  attend  to  this 
minutia. 

Question  then,  Are  the  Commissioners  toascertain  and  value 
the  original  rights  or  lots  (only)  of  the  Connecticut  Claimants, 
or  must  they  ascertain  and  value  the  numerous  divisions  and 
sitb-divisions  of  those  original  rights  or  lots  jis  they  are  iioic 
held] 

In  the  progress,  altho  tliere  are  other  difficulties,  we  are  un- 
willing to  trouble  you  with  more  than  what  we  consider  indis- 
pensably necessary  :  in  the  meantime  we  will  proceed  in  such 
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parts  of  the  business  as  do  not  require  decision  on  these  points, 
and  we  take  the  liberty  to  mention  to  you  that  we  judge  it 
prudent  to  conceal  our  embarrassment  and  to  appear  to  net  as 
if  the  law  was  clear  to  us  in  every  particular. 

We  request  your  answer  as  soon  as  convenient  by  Post, 
and  are,  respectfully,  Sir, 

your  obedient  Servants, 

THOsf.    BOUDE, 

Wm.   Irvine, 
Andrew  Porter. 
P.  S. — We  will  communicate  to  the    Secretary  of  the  Land 
Office  such  other  difficulties  as  occur  in  detail. 
The  within  and  above  is  a  true  Copy,  July  22,  1800. 

Attest  :  John  Shippen, 

Cle7-k. 
Joseph  B.  McKean,  Esq.,  Attorney  Geiierul. 


JOSEPH   WHARTON  TO  TENCH  COXE. 


Philadelphia,  Augusts,  1800. 
Sir:  I  was  told  a  few  days  past  by  a  messenger  from  Sam. 
Howell,  Sam.  Pleasants,  &  C.  Foulke,  that  these  men  were  about 
memorializing  you  not  to  deliver  to  me  whatever  Certificares 
may  be  awarded  on  the  lands  I  had  conveyed  to  the  State  in 
the  17  Townships  in  Luzerne  County,  unless  I  consented  to 
join  in  some  Declaration  with  them,  as  my  assignees  to  you  on 
this  subject.  I  referred  the  messenger^who  was  Owen  Foulke) 
to  the  mortgage  I  had  given  to  my  assignees  as  sufficient  se- 
curity to  them  against  any  vmdue  conduct  of  mine,  besides 
they  had  the  cert-:iin  knowledge  and  experience  of  my  not  only 
having  made  them,  among  others  (an<l  for  wliich  I  shall  forever 
repine),  my  assignees  (unknown  to  and  unsollicited  by  any 
one),  but  that  such  was  my  undeviating  integrity  as  never  to 
have  paid  my  Debts  in  Continental  money,  altho'  conformable 
to  law  and  universal  usage,  or  I  should  not  have  suffered  in 
fame,  fortune  and  happiness  what  their  cursed  stewardship 
hath  inflicted  on  me  and  my  poor  Children.  How,  then,  can 
these  jealous  men  suppose  me  capable  of  injustice  who  i)ecn- 
liarly  witnessed  from  me  such  eminent  proofs  of  self  denial  to 


73'2  MISCELLA>'EOrS   PAPERS. 

theiu  and  to  those  they  represented/  But,  Sir,  as  you  are  tlie 
officer  of  Government,  whom  they  are  memoriahzing  against 
me  (and  with  whom  they  would  aflfect  my  character  and  cir- 
cumstance;, I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy 
of  my  letter  to  my  brother,  Mr.  Isaac  Wharton,  also  an  as- 
signee, who  has  refused  to  memorialize  with  them,  in  order  to 
manifest  the  clearness  of  my  conduct  in  all  my  transactions 
between  the  State,  my  assignees  and  myself.  Besides,  Sir,  you 
are  a  witness  for  me  that  I  did  long  since  inform  you  that  all 
the  lands  I  had  conveyed  to  the  State  were  mortgaged  by  me 
to  these  very  Complainants,  but  that  it  was  right,  however,  in 
me  to  convey  to  the  State,  for  facilitating  the  Luzerne  busi- 
ness and  leaving  the  affair  of  the  Certificates  to  come  forward 
in  their  proper  time  and  order.  Indeed  from  the  apparent  dis- 
tress and  conduct  of  these  men  I  am  apprehensive  they  have 
not  had  the  mortgage.^  recorded  in  Luzerne  County,  and,  there- 
fore, they  are  afraid  of  fighting  me  i)y  trial  at  law,  which  their 
infamous  condiict  to  me  and  my  Creditors  make  them  revolt 
at.  Would  it  not.  Sir,  be  within  the  nature  of  your  office  or  of 
Mr.  Muhlenburgh's  to  make  enqtiiry  of  the  Record  office  iu 
Luzerne  County,  whether  the  mortga<'e  given  by  me  in  August, 
1790,  to  Isaac  Wharton,  Sam.  Howell,  Saml.  Pleasants,  &  C. 
Foulke,  was  in  one  time  recorded?  It  would  certainly,  in 
either  case,  put  the  State  on  its  proper  ground  to  ascertain  to 
whom  the  Certificates  may  be  legally  delivered  on  the  Com- 
missioners' return  being  made.  I  pray  your  pardon  for  this 
trouble  and  the  grammatical  and  other  faults  in  my  letter,  for 
the  condition  of  my  health  disqualifies  nie  either  for  elegance 
of  stile  or  close  attention  to  matter,  and  I  reqviest  the  favor  of 
you  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  it,  with  such  animadversions 
as  you  may  think  necessary.  After  all,  perhaps,  this  address 
ought  more  properly  to  be  made  to  Mr.  Muhlenburgh,  and  if 
so.  be  pleased  to  deliver  it  to  this  Gentleman  with  my  respects, 
and  if  not  apptirtenant  to  his  office,  yet  I  shall  be  glad  he  may 
peruse  this  I^etter  and  the  one  to  Isaac  Wharton. 
I  am  Sir.  Respectfully, 

Your  most  ob'd't  Serv't, 

Jo.  Wharton. 

P.   S.  — I  shall  be  thankful  to  have  this  and  the  enclosed  offici- 
ally noticed  witii  the  Pennsylvania  Claimants  records. 

J.  W. 
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THE  COMMISSIONERS  TO  TENCH  COXE. 

WlbKESBARRE,    LUZERXE    Cor>'TY,   PeNX'A, 

AuQU^t  5,  1800. 

Sir  :  We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Letter 
(with  its  enclosures)  of  the  r2th  July. 

We  transmit  you  herewith,  eighteen  Connecticut  applica- 
tions which  have  been  handed  to  us  for  that  purpose. 

If  you  will  be  pleased  to  examine  the  Release  of  James  Rose, 
you  will  probably  find  it  incomplete  ;  perhaps  it  is  an  error  in 
the  Copy  sent  us,  as  we  are  unwilling  to  suppose  an  nitentional 
deception  in  the  Releasor.  This  release,  agreeably  to  the  ex- 
emplification in  our  possession,  commences  by  particularly 
naming  the  several  late  Proprietaries  with  their  additions,  as 
if  they  had  been  the  parties  of  the  first  part  to  the  deed,  when 
a  sudden  transition  takes  place  to  the  clause  of  transfer  to  the 
Commonwealth  in  the  third  person  singular,  the  hahendum  et 
tenendum  clause  is  usually  correct  ;  and  James  Rose's  signa- 
ture, the  first  mention  of  his  name,  except  in  a  very  brief  acci- 
dental recital  towards  the  close  of  the  Instrument. 

It  is  generally  said,  and  credited  here,  that  the  Act  of  As- 
sembly passed  the  28th  day  of  March,  1787,  commonly  called 
"the  quieting  act"  or  "confirming  law"  (though  repealed),  is 
determined  to  be  in  some  respects  yet  in  force ;  this  is  the 
opinion,  say  Connecticut  Claimants,  of  Judge  Patterson. 
Hence,  they  ague  that  they  will  have  a  right  to  obtain  Penn- 
sylvania titles  at  the  rate  of  50s.  per  hundred  for  all  Lands 
settled  by  them  before  and  since  the  Decree  at  Trenton, 
whether  within  or  without  the  17  Townships,  unless  Penns'a, 
warrants  were  previously  laid.  They,  therefore,  deem  it  un- 
necessary to  apply  (under  the  present  Law)  for  Lands  not 
claimed  by  Pennsylvanians. 

There  appears  great  anxiety  in  a  few  individuals  to  knov,' 
almost  every  minute  step  of  our  Proceedings;  they  express  a 
strong  desire  to  have  the  business  speedily  accomplished,  and 
at  the  same  time  intimate  their  opinion  that  the  law  might 
have  been  contrived  better,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to  have 
been  more  easily  executed.  They  teaze  us  with  so  many  en- 
quiries, whether  certain  1  hings  cannot  be  done  under  the  Law, 
and  whether  we  do  not  construe  particular  clauses  so  and  so, 
that  if  their  conduct  is  not  insidious,  they  are  themselves  more 
ignorant  than  we  believe  them  to  be. 


734  MISCELLANEOUS   PAPERS. 

We  are  going  on  mncli  in  the  same  way  as  when  we  wrote 
you  of  the  2'3(l  nlto.  We  hope  to  proceed  witlt  more  conliclem-e 
when  we  shaii  have  received  an^jwers  from  you  and  tlie  At- 
torney General,  Avhich  we  now  hourly  look  for.  At  all  events., 
although  we  shall  not  be  able  to  finish  tlie  business  this  year, 
we  expect  to  ptit  it  in  such  train  tliat  we  o)-  successors  may  pro- 
ceed with  more  ease  some  other  years. 

Enclosed  you  liave  a  Luzerne  iiewspaiier,  in  which  the  doings 
of  the  Commissioners  are  stated,  by  consent. 

Althougli  by  the  genei-al  al)Stract  t>f  Releases  A  or  JMo.  3,  it 
(ippears  that  Thomas  Hartley,  Esq'r.,  has  duly  executed  a  deed 
of  release  to  the  Commonwealth  for  1.288^  acres,  and  by  the 
index  anr.  certificate  from  the  surveyor  gen'ls  office  it  appears 
there  are  five  di-stinct  tracts,  the  drafts  of  the  surveys  of  three 
whereof  have  ])een  furnished  us  Nos.  177,  178,  179,  those  of  the 
other  two  (in  the  names  of  Thomas  Smith  and  Peter  Behaven) 
certified  l)y  surveyor  general  not  to  be  found,  yet  no  Exempli- 
fication of  his  Release  has  been  forwarded  to  us. 
We  are  respectfully,  Sir, 

Tour  Obedient  Servants 
Wm.  Irvine, 
AxDREW  Porter. 
Texch  Coxe,  Esti'r..  Secretarii  Land  (i_^ct,  Pennnylcaii.uL. 


THE  COMMISSIONERS  TO  TENCH  COXE. 


WiLKESBARRE,  August  13,  1800. 

Sir:  We  are  favored  witli  yours  of  the  31st  ult. ,  in  wdiich 
were  exemplifications  of  Mr.  Boudinot's  Releases  and  Returns 
of  Survey,  but  we  have  not  yet  received  an  answer  from  the 
Attorney  General. 

We  have  repeated  proofs  of  your  oarticular  attention  to  the 
busmess  in  Avhich  we  are  engaged,  and  have  no  doubt  but  you 
will  continue  to  render  every  service  in  your  power;  and.  as 
we  hinted  before,  we  shoukl  proVmbly  have  occasion  to  trouble 
yon  frequenly,  we  again  remind  you  tiiat  it  will  be  necessary 
for  you  to  collect  all  the  detached  patience  you  can. 

From  what  you  say  we  begin  to  look  for  i\Ir.  Coats,  the  Penn  s 
agent  ;    his  coming  prepared,  in  the  way  you   mention,  must 
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not  only  be  nsefui,  bur  is  absolutely  necessary  to  our  accom- 
plishing anything  considerai  1^  this  Year. 
Mr.  George  Uibson  lianded  Wests  Papers  mentioned  by  you. 
Yon  will  receive  herewith  three  Connecticut  submissions; 
we  are  told  of  a  number  more  preparing,  almost  for  one  whole 
township;  but  it  is  said  a  few,  considerably  influential  men 
too,  yet  continue  obstinate;  they  say  the  Connecticut  title  is 
good  enough.  Mr.  Shippen  will  han.l  you  this;  lie  can  inform 
you  of  several  matters  which  can  lie  better  done  in  Conversa- 
tion than  on  ])aper. 

The  Connecticut  Act,  giving  tip  tliese  people,  has  lieen  pro- 
mulgated, and  in  due  time  may  have  a  good  effect.  But  ths 
quieting  act  (so  called)  of  Pennsylvania,  is  referred  toon  every 
occasion. 

AVe  are,  Sir,  with  sentiments  of  respect, 

your  obedient  Servants, 

"W.M.  Irvine, 
Andrew  I^orter. 
Tench  ('oxe.  Esq.,  Secretary  Land  Office.  Pennsylvania. 


THE  COMMISSIONERS  TO  TENCH  COXE. 

Wilkesbarre.  Augii.^t  25,  1800. 
Sir  :  Y'our  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  accompanied  by  sun- 
dry copies  of  Relea«es  and  a]>plications,  was  duly  handed  to  us 
by  Mr.  Ross.  A mong^  the  applications  herewith,  you  will  find 
one  from  the  bearer.  .Tudge  Goiv,  whose  example  in  coming 
forward  will  doubtless  have  Si>me  weight.  There  is  another 
person  accompanies  him  ;  what  their  business  is  we  know  not. 
but  have  heard,  by  accident,  that  they  have  particular  busi- 
ness at  the  Land  office. 

"We  Judge  it  prudent  to  confine  our  inquiries  solely  to  mat- 
ters connected,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  with  the  business 
committed  to  us,  Ave  cannot,  however,  shut  our  Ears  to  com- 
mon reports,  one  of  which  is  reiterated,  that  Connecticut  peo- 
ple still  continue  to  buy  up  half  share  rights  without  the  17 
townships  :  it  follows,  of  course,  that  these  deluded  people  must 
lie  encouraged  by  some  leading  character  here,  there  must  be 
a  system.  A  mere  swindling  scheme  of  an  individual  or  two, 
it  is  to  be  presumed,  would  soon  be  detected.  To  oppose  this, 
it  is  true  that  the  people  now  coming  to  settle  and  purchase. 
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are  extremely  ignorant,  as  many  of  the  old  settlers,  it  is  said, 
are  willing  to  purchase  Pennsylvania  titles  as  soon  as  it  can  be 
ascertained  who  really  holds  them.  You  will  receive  thirty- 
two  applications  and  submissions  herewith.  If  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Releases  were  more  numerous  or  general,  the  business 
would  go  on  much  easier.  We  have  heard  no  more  of  Mr. 
Penn's  Agent  than  what  you  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the 
oOth  July. 

General  Boude  thought,  when  he  left  this,  of  being  only, 
about  two  weeks  absent  ;  more  than  four  have  elapsed.  If 
sickness  or  other  accident  should  prevent  his  return  much 
longer,  he  will  doubtless  notify  either  the  Government  or  us 
If  no  misfortune  overtakes  either  of  us,  or  families,  we  can, 
we  hope,  do  everything  that  could  be  done  by  three,  not  more 
capable  than  ourselves,  the  remainder  of  this  tall. 
We  are  Respectfully,  Sir, 

Your  obed't  Servants, 

Wm.  Irvixk, 
AxDRBw  Porter. 
Tench  Coxe,  Esqr. ,  ^ecretarj/  of  the  Land  OJfict. 


MEMORIAL     OF    MATTHIAS     BARTON    AND    ESTHER, 
HIS  W^IFE. 


Lancaster,  iSeptemher  27.  1800. 
We,  Matthias  Barton,  Esquire,  and  Mrs  Hester  Barton,  late 
Ooxe,for  and  in  behalf  of  the  Widow,  heirs  and  devisees  of  Col. 
John  Coxe,  of  Bloomsbury,  in  Tsew  Jersey,  deceased,  do  hereby 
make  application  to  the  Board  of  Property  of  Pennsylvania 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Act  of  Assembly  of  this  State,  bearing 
date  on  the  4th  day  of  April,  1799,  entitled  "an  Act  for  offering 
Compensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  claimants  of  Certain  lands 
within  the  Seventeen  Townships  in  the  County  of  Luzerne, 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned  ;"  by  the  release  of 
all  lands  of  the  said  Widow,  heirs  and  devisees,  late  of  the  said 
Colonel  Coxe,  decea.sed,  which  are  held  under  titles  prior  to  the 
31st  December,  17S2,  and  which  shall  be  found  to  lie  within  the 
said  seventeen  Connnecticut  Townships. 

Matthias  Barton, 
Esther  Barton. 
Witness,  Pail  Zantzinger. 
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Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that,  whereas,  John  Coxe, 
late  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  Esquire,  deceased,  in  and  by 
his  late  will  and  Testament  in  writing,  bearing  datethe  seventh 
day  of  February,  Codicil  thereto  annexed,  bearing  date  the 
twentieth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety -two,  did  give  to  bis  wife 
and  children  sundry  parts  of  his  real  and  personal  Estate  and 
all  the  remainder  thereof  he  did  give  and  bequeath  to  six 
daughters  therein  named  in  Fee  as  tenants  in  common  with 
full  power  and  authority  to  his  Executors  the  survivors  or  sur- 
vivor of  them,  to  sell  or  dispose  of  all  or  such  part  of  his  real 
and  personal  Estate  as  should  be  necessary,  as  well  for  the 
purpose  of  dividing  the  produce  thereof  among  his  children, 
as  for  the  payment  of  his  debts  and  legacies  for  the  education 
and  support  of  his  children,  whenever  ihey  should  think  a  sale 
of  any  part  thereof  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  whole, 
and  in  such  case  that  the  surplus  money  arising  therefrom  be 
equally  divided  between  all  his  children,  share  and  share 
alike,  as  in  and  by  the  said  recited  will  and  codicil  duly  proved 
and  recorded  in  the  Register's  Office  at  Philadelphia,  more 
fully  appears.  Kovv  Know  Ye  that  we,  Esther  Coxe,  John 
Stephens  and  Matthias  Barton,  surviving  Executors  of  the  said 
John  Coxe,  Rachel  Stephens,  wife  of  the  said  John,  Esther 
Barton,  wife  of  the  said  Matthias.  Catharine  Stockton,  widow, 
and  John  Redman  Coxe  and  Sarah  his  wife,  the  said  Rachel, 
Esther,  Catharine  and  Sarah  being  three  of  the  children  of  the 
said  John  Coxe,  in  consideration  of  the  compensation  offered 
by  an  act  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled 
"an  Act  for  offering  compensation  to  the  Pennsylvania  claim- 
ants of  certain  Lands  within  the  seventeen  Townships  in  the 
County  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned," 
and  also  of  one  Dollar  paid  to  us  by  the  said  Commonwealth, 
the  receipt  whereof  we  hereby  acknowledge,  have  granted,  re- 
mised, released,  conveyed  and  forever  quit-claimed,  and  by 
these  presents  do  hereby  grant,  reraise,  release,  convey  and 
forever  quit-claim  to  the  said  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
all  our  joint  and  separate  Rights,  Titles,  Interests,  Properties, 
claims  and  demands,  both  legal  and  equitable,  of,  in,  and  to  all 
and  singular  the  lands  and  tenements  to  us  belonging,  and 
every  part  thereof  lying  within  that  part  of  the  County  of 
Luzerne  in  the  said  Commonwealth  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  the  seventeen  Townships,  a  part  or  the  whole  of  which 
is  mentioned  or  described  in  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed. 
To  have  and  to  hold  the  same  with  all  the  Rights,  Privileges, 
Hereditaments  and  appurtenances  thereunto  lielonging  to  the 
said  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  fee  simple  forever.  In 
47— Vol.  XVIII. 
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Witness  whereof  we,  the  said  Grantors,  have  hereunto  set  our 
hands  and  seals  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  September,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred. 

Sealed  and  delivered  by  Esther  Coxe  and  John  Redman  Coxe 
and  Sarah  his  Wife  in  the  presence  of  us,  Abraham  Shoe- 
maker, Edward  Shippen.  For  Catharine  Stockton,  Isaac 
Smith.  Mary  Sayre.  For  John  Stephens  and  Rachael  his  wife, 
Dan'!  Van  Reipen,  Mary  Gilbert.  For  Matthias  Barton  and 
Esther  his  wife,  Matthew  Henry.  Frederick  Kuhn. 

Rachel  Coxe,  [Seal.  J 
John  Stephens,  [Seal.] 
Rachel  Stephens,  [Seal.] 
Catharine  Stockton,  [Seal.] 
Matthias  Barton,  [Seal.] 
Esther  Barton,  [Seal.] 
John  Redman  Coxk.  [Seal.] 
Sarah  Coxe,  [Seal.] 
The  twenty-fourth  day  of   September,  1800,  Before  me,  Ed- 
ward Shippen,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, came  the  above  named  Esther  Coxe  and  John  Redman 
Coxe  and  Sarah    his  wife,  and  acknowledged  the  above  Deed 
Poll  to  be  their,  and  each  of  their  act  and    Deed,  and  desired 
tlie  same  may  be  recorded  as  such.     The  said    Sarah  being  of 
full  age  and  by  me   privately  examined  apart  from   her  hus- 
band, declared   that  she  executed  the  said   Deed    Poll  volun- 
tarily and  of  her  own  free  will  and  accord  without  any  coer- 
cion or  compulsion  of  her  said  Husband,  and  full  contents  by 
me  first  made  known  to  her. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal, 

Edward  Shippen,  [Seal.] 

State  of  New  Jersey,  ss  : 

Personally  appeared  this  25th  day  of  September,  1800,  liefore 
Isaac  Smith,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  said 
State,  Catharine  Stockton,  one  of  the  within  Grantors,  and 
did  acknowledge  that  she  signed,  sealed  and  delivered  the 
within  Deed  Poll  for  the  uses  and  purposes  therein  mentioned. 
Taken  before  me, 

Isaac  Smith. 

State  of  New  Jersey,  ss  : 

Personally  appeared  this  25th  day  of  September,  1800,  before 
me,  Daniel  Van  Reipen,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court  of  com- 
mon Pleas  of  this  county  of  Bergen,  in  said  State,  John  Ste- 
phens and  Rachel  his  wife,  and  acknowledged  the  above  Deed 
Poll  to  be  their  Act  and  Deed.     The  said  Rachel  being  by  me 


MlSCELLAxVEOUS   PAPERS.  739 

privately  examined  apart  from  her  said  husband,  declared  that 

she  executed  the  said    Deed  Poll  voluntarily  and  of   her  own 

free  will  and  accord  without  any  coercion  or  compulsion  of  her 

said  Husband. 

Witness  mv  hand, 

Daniel  Van  Reipkn. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  ss  : 

Personally  appeared  this  30th  day  of  September,  ISOO,  before 
me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  associate  judges  of  the  county  of 
Lancaster,  Matthias  Barton  and  Esther  his  wife,  and  acknowl- 
edged the  above  Deed  Poll  to  be  their  act  and  Deed,  the  said 
Esther  being  of  full  age  and  by  me  privately  examined  apart 
from  her  husband,  declared  that  she  Executed  the  said  Deed 
Poll  voluntarily  and  without  any  coercion  or  compulsion  of 
her  said  husband,  the  full  contents  by  me  first  made  known 
unto  her. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal, 

Frederick  Kuhn,  [Seal.] 

Land  Office  of  Pennsylvania: 

I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  an  instrument 
of  writing,  from  Esther  Coxe,  John  Stephens  and  others,  sur- 
viving Executors  of  John  Coxe,  deceased,  to  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania  filed  of  Record  in  this  Office. 

In  Testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
the  seal  of  the  said  office  at  Lancaster,  the  second  day  of  Octo- 
ber A.  D.  1800. 


A  Schedule  of  the  Lands  lying  in  the  seventeen  Townships 
of  the  County  of  Luzerne,  belonging  to  the  Estate  of  the  late 
Colonel  John  Coxe,  deceased,  and  referred  to  in  the  annexed 
release.  That  is  to  say  Sundry  Tracts  of  land  taken  up  in 
partnership  by  the  said  John  Coxe  and  William  Patterson, 
Esquires,  under  an  article  of  Agreement  between  the  said 
Coxe  and  Patterson,  bearing  date  the  20th  day  of  January, 
1774,  in  the  following  names,  viz  :  John  Borland,  John  Hyde, 
William  Watson,  Robert  Lusk,  Zenas  Smith,  William  McCar- 
roll,  Elizabeth  Punner,  Samuel  Boucher,  Richard  Price,  Joseph 
Nicholson,  Henry  Thorn,  William  Smith,  Thomas  Smith, 
Augustus  Rupple,  Joseph  Ball,  Samuel  Laverty,  Christian 
Strehly  and  John  Vansant,  which  said  Lands  so  held  in  part- 
nership between  the  said  Col.  John  Coxe  and  William  Patter- 
son, Esqr. ,  were  released  by  the  heirs  to  the  said  William  Pat- 
terson, Esqr. ,  to  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  by  an 
instrument  bearing  date  the  20th  day  of  July,  1799.     Also  one 
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other  Tract  of  land  belongiii!?  wholly  to  the  Estate  of  the  said 

Col.  John  Coxe,  deceased,  taken   up  in  the  name  of  William 

Rush. 

Matthias  Barton, 

Esther  Bartok, 


TENCH  COXE  TO  GOVERNOR  McKEAN. 


Laxd  Office  op  Pa.,  Octobers,  ISOO. 

Sir  :  I  received  from  Luzerne,  by  the  last  mail,  a  newspaper 
containing  an  unpleasing  evidence  that  some  of  the  New  Eng- 
land leading  men  still  keep  up  their  exertions  to  prevent  the 
restoration  of  that  County  to  tranquility  &  prosperity.  Some 
plain  facts  and  remarks  had  been  communicated  to  the 
Comm'rs  tending  to  produce  just  convictions  in  the  minds  of 
the  Settlers  and  inducing  them  to  make  submissions.  Since 
that  paper  was  written  and  {uiblished  by  the  Com'rs.  as  an  ex- 
tract from  a  letter  from  Lancaster  to  a  person  in  Luzerne, 
there  have  been  about  fifty  applications  of  the  Connecticut  men 
presented.  A  reply  to  the  paper  I  refer  to  has  i  eeu  pubhshed 
in  the  Wilkesbarre  Gazette  of  the  23d  instant,  and  I  have  pro- 
cured from  Mr.  Dickson  a  copy  of  it,  sent  to  him  by  Mr.  Wright, 
the  printer,  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose. 

In  regard  to  the  papers  refei*red  to,  as  intercepted  on  their 
way  from  England,  I  have  not  the  least  remembrance  or 
knowledge  of  them,  or  of  any  such  fact.  Ool.  Turbut  Francis 
was  dead  nineteen  years  when  they  say  they  were  sent  to  him 
by  Cornelius  Coxe.  The  Colonel  died  in  1777.  The  slander  or 
defamation  of  our  public  and  private  title  will,  by  its  continu- 
ance, most  certainly  produce  heavy  injuries  to  the  property  of 
the  State,  and  to  the  property  of  the  Citizens.  I  beg  leave  to 
submit,  sir,  the  question  whether  a  suit  should  not  be  com- 
menced against  the  writer,  or  if  Mr.  Wright  refuses  to  give  his 
name,  then  against  the  printer.  Such  peaceable  measures  will 
have  very  great  effects.  Whether  it  should  be  brought  in  the 
State  or  federal  courts,  if  the  bringing  it  there  should  be  found 
legal  on  learning  the  Names,  is  a  matter  which  may  require 
reflexion.  The  concluding  paragraph,  but  one,  proves  the  im- 
portance of  our  succession  in  getting  more  than  40,000  acres  of 
the  same  land,  botli  released  and  submitted.  They  were  pre- 
pared for  cavilling  on  this  point,  it  seems. 
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The  peiition  of  the  sixty  settlers  in  the  late  County  of  Alle- 
gany is  this  moment  received  and  will  be  laid  before  the  Board 
at  their  monthly  meeting  on  Monday  rhe  6th  instant.  The 
population  of  the  Country  over  the  Allegany,  in  the  42d  de- 
gree of  North  latitude,  has  been  of  the  utmost  importance  to 
check  the  progress  of  the  Connecticut  intrusion.  A  just  and 
harmonious  settlement  of  the  warrant  and  occupant  rights  is 
very  desirable.  I  am  not  accurately  informed  why  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Mandamus  was  not  argued  at  the  last  term  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  for  the  notice  to  me  was  accepted  in  writing 
and  our  notes  communicated  to  the  Attorney  General,  who 
was  prepared  for  the  argument. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  perfect  respect,  sir, 

y'r  mo.  oDed't  and  h'ble  Servant, 

Texch  Coxe, 
S.  L.  Office, 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  LAND  OFFICE 
OF  PENNSYLVANIA  TO  THE  (xOVERNOR,  IN  OBEDI- 
ENCE TO  HIS  DIRECTION  OF  THE  24TH  OF  OCTOBER, 

1800. 


Land  Office  of  Pexna,  November  1,  1800. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  has  the  honor,  respect- 
fully, to  Report  to  the  Governor  that  after  examining  the  in- 
convenient and  unsafe  apartments  in  which  the  numerous  and 
valuable  Books  and  papers  under  his  charge  were  found  on 
his  appointment  in  January,  he  deemed  it  highly  advisable 
to  i)rocnre  offices  in  a  firm  and  secure  building  of  Brick  or 
stone.  The  eastern  and  western  ends  of  the  former  office 
were  made  of  wood,  there  Avas  no  hearth  on  which  to  rest 
a  very  large  stove,  which  the  form  and  exposure  of  the  apart- 
ment required,  and  the  pipe  itself  was  necessarily  passed  into 
the  outer  air  through  one  of  the  wooden  sides  of  the  building, 
where  its  mouth  was  so  near  to  that  wooden  side  as  to  render 
the  destruction  of  the  whole  office  highly  probalile  in  case  of 
fire  taking  place  in  the  pine  while  the  persons  of  the  office  were 
absent.  The  Books  an<l  papers  were,  therefore,  removed  into 
convenient  brick  ai)artments  with  safe  chimneys  and  fire 
places  in  the  latter  end  of  .Tune. 
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The  numerous  and  manifest  evils  and  complaints  that  arose 
from  the  great  extent  in  which  the  clerks  in  this  department 
were  agents  for  individuals  and  associated  owners  of  Land 
rights,  and  of  tracts  under  incomplete,  disputable,  and  even 
contested  titles,  infiuencevl  Land  Officers  to  take  effectual 
measures  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  practice  in  their  respec- 
tive offices.  There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  all  the  persons 
now  employed  as  clerks  Explicitly  decline  those  agencies,  and 
refrain  from  taking  those  liberal  and  dangerous  compensations 
which  formerly  taxed  the  citizens  contrary  to  the  true  mean- 
ing of  the  Law  and  led  to  pretexts  for  the  delay  of  business.  It 
resulted  from  this  i^ractice  that  the  agencies  for  defective,  ques- 
tionable or  disputed  titles  was  found  in  the  hands  of  those  real 
officers  of  Government  (the  Land  Olfice  clerks)  who  partake 
in  the  receiving,  filing,  recording,  safe-keeping,  Exhibition, 
copying  and  authenticating  the  official  evidences  of  the  titles 
which  they  were  engaged  on  the  one  hand  to  validate  and  on 
tiie  other  to  annul.  This  great  and  inadmissable  power  effected 
all  the  executive  business  of  the  sevei-al  offices  and  the  Judicial 
l)roceedings  of  the  Board  of  Property,  whose  Jurisdiction  ex- 
tends to  the  right  of  soil,  public  and  private,  of  the  whole 
State. 

Whenever  this  power  was  exercised  it  was  against  the  Spirit 
and  sometimes  against  the  letter  of  the  law  of  1790,  and  it  was 
understood  in  official  communications  that  you  expected  from 
the  principle  officers  a  complete  cure  of  the  evil. 

The  payments  of  moneys  arising  within  this  office  are  only 
required  by  lawto  be  made  quarterly,  but  as  the  want  of  a  Bank 
at  the  seat  of  Government  renders  it  unsafe  to  retain  any  con- 
siderable sum  and  the  public  service  and  credit  is  promoted  by 
anticipated  payments.the  Secretary  has  adopted  the  jn-actice  of 
transmitting  to  the  Treasurer  the  sums  of  money  which  from 
time  to  time  are  paid  into  his  hands  in  the  course  of  the 
Quarter. 

No  inconvenience  to  tlie  current  business  of  the  office  hr.s 
arisen  from  this  measure,  nor  does  any  seem  likely  to  arise, 
neither  does  it  appear  to  have  at  all  incommoded  the  three 
quarterly  settlements  which  have  been  made  with  the  depart- 
ment of  accounts. 

.  As  the  legislative  provision  for  clerks  in  this  office  was  evi- 
dently insufficient  at  the  same  time  to  bring  up  the  arrearages 
which  had  arisen  before  my  appointment,  and  to  keep  up  the 
arrangement  and  records  of  the  business  from  the  commence- 
ment of  your  government.  The  Secretary  proceeded  upon  the 
])lan  he  had  the  honor  to  sul>mit  to  you  and  which  was  com- 
municated to  the  Legislature  in  your  special  message  of  the 
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10th  day  of  March  last.  A  new  set  of  Books  and  files  have  been 
accordingly  commenced,  beginning  on  tlie  first  day  of  January, 
1800,  and  are  always  kept  in  such  a  state  of  completion  that 
the  exertions  of  a  f (  w  days  will  bring  them  up  to  the  instant 
time. 

But  although  it  was  evidently  impossible  with  the  clerkship 
funds  to  bring  up  the  great  and  various  arrears  of  business, 
tjoth  in  the  times  of  the  Province  and  of  the  Commonwealth, 
yet  it  was  evident  that  something  considerable  could  be  done 
towards  that  desirable  and  necessary  end.  It  was  a  question 
duly  considered  whether  the  provincial  or  the  State  arrears 
.sliould  be  the  first  object  of  attention.  The  great  value  of  the 
improvements  and  Lands  between  the  banks  of  the  Delaware 
and  the  head  of  the  Ohio,  in  the  southern  moiety  of  the  State, 
and  of  the  easternmost  part  of  the  northern  moiety  of  the 
State  induced  a  preference  to  the  arrangement  of  the  papers 
and  the  completion  of  the  Records  in  relation  to  them.  These 
were  held  under  rights  which  originated  principally  in  tlie 
time  of  the  Province  and  were  included  in  the  several  Indian 
purchases  effected  before  the  Revolution.  Considerable  pro- 
gress has  been  made  in  this  business.  The  original  applications 
or  entries  of  Land  for  ten  years  proceeding  1777  have  been  en- 
dorsed and  filed.  The  returns  made  by  the  Surveyors  General 
into  this  office  for  the  purpose  of  patenting  during  the  term 
of  twentv-seven  years  have  been  selected  from  the  miscellane- 
ous collection  of  papers  formerly  represented  to  be  in  bags  and 
packages  and  placed  upon  regular  file.  A  considerable  number 
of  counterparts  of  proprietary  patents  and  private,  unclaimed 
conveyances  have  been  also  transferred  from  that  mixed  col- 
lection to  places  of  separate  and  orderly  arrangement. 

All  the  ancient  instruments  under  the  signature  of  William 
Penn  and  his  descendants,  which  have  relation  to  the  estab- 
lishment and  settlement  of  Pennsylvania,  have  been  passed 
from  the  packages  of  old  papers  and  collected  in  a  single  case. 
Some  progress  has  been  made  in  other  parts  of  the  business,  by 
which  the  remaining  unordered  proprietary  papers  are  reduced 
to  three  packages.  By  these  means  the  evidences  of  title  re- 
quiring frequent  searches  are  more  easily  examined  and  Avith 
a  less  Expense  of  time.  It  is  expected  that  some  further  at- 
tention can  be  paid  to  these  papers  without  interruption  to 
the  current  business  before  the  loth  of  January  next,  when 
the  Legislature  has  directed  a  Report  to  be  made  concerning 
the  subject  of  the  arrears  of  business  existing  at  the  time  of 
the  Secretary's  appointment. 

There  were  in  the  office  before  the  rising  of  the  Legislature 
about  821  signed  patents,  on  part  of  which  the  fees  were  said 
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to  have  been  paid,  on  The  remainiler  the  fees  appeared  to  be 
due.  To  disencumber  the  files  of  these  instruments  and  to 
eflfect  the  collection  of  the  office  fees,  a  circular  letter  was  tran>- 
mitted  to  every  person  appearing  to  be  an  owner  of  any  part 
of  the  Lands,  whose  residence  could  not  be  ascertained.  In 
consequence  thereof  about  080  of  those  patents  have  been  de- 
livered and  the  fees  have  been  received  and  credited  so  far  a. 
they  appear  to  have  been  really  unpaid.  There  yet  remain  i;i 
this  office  about  141  of  the  original  parcel  unpaid  for  and  un- 
claimed. There  were  also  on  file  ready  for  delivery  a  number 
of  completed  warrants.  The  same  endeavours  to  disencumber 
the  office  and  obtain  the  public  fees  has  been  made  in  regard 
to  these  instruments,  as  have  been  stated  in  respect  to  the 
])atents.  Little  success,  however,  has  yet  attended  those  at- 
tempts. Besides  the  interior  order  of  the  office  and  the  collec- 
tion of  revenue,  there  were  other  strong  reasons  for  desirinir 
that  the  completed  warrants  might  be  taken  away  by  the 
owners,  in  order  to  be  regularly  located.  Many  persons  under 
the  existing  settlement  right  may  unwarily  set  down  upon  the 
Lands  described  in  them,  a  foundation  for  numerous  disputes 
may  be  laid,  accompanied  by  embarrassing  questions  of  alleged 
]ooseness  of  description  and  imputed  latches;  settlement  of  the 
property  under  the  warrants  is  suspended,  and  that  fair  uni- 
versability  of  public  contribution  is  avoided,  which  is  the  best 
calculated  to  render  taxation  just,  moderate  and  satisfactory 
in  regard  to  individuals  and  duly  productive  to  the  Govern- 
ment. The  want  of  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  Laws  and 
of  the  official  proceedings  in  regard  to  the  ordinary  settlement 
right  has  produced,  in  some  instances. inconveniences  and  need- 
less expense  to  the  actual  settlers,  and  in  others  pecuniary  in- 
juries to  the  Commonwealth.  To  obviate  these  disadvantages 
a  mode  of  proceeding  has  been  carefully  digested,  circulated, 
as  occasion  offered  through  the  State,  and  introduced  into 
many  of  the  public  newspapers.  The  paper  A,  a  copy  thereof 
is  respectfully  transmitted.  It  was  not  deemed  expedient  to 
give  this  paper  a  Directory  form,  nor  to  issue  it  under  any  ex- 
press official  atithority.  It  was  rather  preferred  to  send  it 
forth  under  the  appearance  of  an  advice  grounded  on  correct 
information. 

It  has  been  well  understood,  and  pursued  to  the  mutual 
benefit  and  convenience  of  the  Commonwealth  and  of  the  citi- 
zens concerned.  It  is  necessary  to  ol>st^rve  that  it  was  not  meant 
for  the  settlers  in  the  country  North  and  West  of  Ohio,  Alle- 
gheny and  Conewango,  where  the  improvements  and  residence 
are  precisely  defined  and  must  b;^  accordingly  effected  and 
evidenced.     But  as  many  of  the  settlements  in  that  part  of  the 
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late  county  of  Allegheny,  both  under  regular  warrant  and 
mere  settlement  rights,  are  now  maturing  to  the  legal  extent  of 
five  years,  this  paper  may  alYord  some  useful  direction.  Other 
proceedings  have  also  been  adopted  and  will  be  pursued  to 
indicate  without  prescribing  a  convenient  mode  by  which 
both  warrantee  settlers  and  mere  settlers  may  obtain  confir- 
mation of  their  titles  by  patents. 

It  has  been  recently  in  the  power  of  the  Board  of  Property 
to  exhibit  in  the  course  of  a  regular  proceeding  in  an  existing 
case,  some  of  the  steps  whfch  an  actual  settler  and  improver 
in  the  settlement  country  in  the  late  county  of  Allegheny  with 
out  purchased  warrant,  may  pursue  to  mature  his  title  to  final 
confirmation  by  patent.  It  has  been  deemed  expedient  by  all 
the  members  of  the  Board  to  suffer  this  case  to  be  published 
for  the  information  of  persons  in  anyway  concerned. 

It  is  probable  that  other  matters  of  the  like  useful  nature 
may  occur,  the  publication  of  which  may  contribute  to  simplify 
and  harmonize  a  business  which  might  without  due  attention 
become  complicated  and  discordant. 

In  conformity  with  the  spirit  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Board 
in  some  cases  of  original  warrantees,  and  with  his  own  convic- 
tion, the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  gave  in  the  month  of 
August  an  official  refusal  to  issue  patents  to  the  owners  of 
certain  warrants  for  Lands  in  the  settlement  country  of  the  late 
county  of  Allegheny  upon  the  ground  of  a  deficiency  of  proof 
of  settlement,  improvement,  cultivation  and  continued  resid- 
ence. This  act  was  intended  by  the  Land  Office  and  the  party 
".oncerned,  to  lay  the  foundation  for  an  amicable  petition  of 
the  assigns  of  the  warrantees  to  the  Supreme  Court  for  a  man- 
damus to  the  Secretary.  Notice  of  the  assigned  day  was 
sftrved  and  accepted  in  writing.  Notes  exhibiting  in  detail  all 
the  grounds  of  the  Judgments  of  the  Board  and  of  the  act  of 
the  Secretary  were  transmitted  in  season  to  the  Attorney  Gen- 
eral and  the  Secretary,  with  an  understanding  of  the  counsel 
on  both  sides,  left  the  matter  upon  the  Exhibition  in  those 
notes  to  the  learning  of  the  Attorney  General  and  the  wisdom 
of  the  court.  It  is,  however,  understood  that  the  argument 
on  the  petition  for  a  mandamus  was  postponed  till  the  Decem- 
ber Term. 

As  a  favorable  issue  to  the  warrantees  application  appears  to 
be  uncertain,  as  they  sustain  inconveniences  from  the  want 
of  Patents,  as  the  western  frontier  from  the  northern  to  the 
southern  boundary  is  very  strong,  as  there  is  no  Indian  war 
and  as  the  completion  of  the  titles  may  be  judged  on  consider- 
ation more  conducive  to  further  and  complete  settlement  than 
the  present  state  of  things  the  idea  of  Legislative  relief  under 
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a  prudent  aud  constitutional  modification  is  respectfully  sug- 
gested. 

This  office  has  been  more  jjroductive  of  revenue  in  the  lapsed 
part  of  the  current  year  than  it  was  in  the  year  1798.  For 
while  the  fees  received  during  that  year  amounted  only  to  4205 
dollars  and  3  cents,  the  actual  receipts  from  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary, 1800,  have  already  been  5887  dollars  and  11  cents,  and 
there  is  due  for  new  patents  ready  to  be  delivered  about  184 
dollars  more,  making  the  gross  revenue  of  tlie  office  about  5571 
dollars  for  ten  months.  In  a  comparison  with  the  receipts  of 
1799,  excluding  Patents  issued  upon  principles  which  are  not 
now  deemed  legal  by  the  Board  the  revenue  of  1800,  is  also 
much  superior. 

Tlie  whole  business  of  the  C'onnecticut  submissions,  of  which 
autlienticated  copies  have  been  furnished  to  the  Commis- 
sioners, for  300  Lots  and  tracts  out  of  a  large  part  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania releases  of  Luzerne  Lauds,  of  which  authenticated 
copies  have  also  been  furnished,  a  great  number  of  useful  and 
necessary  documents  for  tliat  service,  a  letter  book  never  be- 
fore kept  in  this  offie,  containing  two  hundred  and  ten  folio 
pages  of  correspondence  on  the  Luzerne  and  general  business, 
the  preparation  of  about  1070  new  patents  and  the  recording 
and  otlier  business  of  the  Board  of  Property,  which  is  actually 
trebled,  have  been  accomplished. 

The  fund  for  clerkships  in  this  office  is  now  at  tlie  rate  of 
eight  hundred  dollars  per  annum  less  than  it  was  in  the  pre- 
ceeding  years;  the  great  emoluments  of  the  clerks  authorized 
by  law  which  were  then  received,  have  been  abolished. 

The  proceedings  under  the  laws  of  April  4,  1799,  and  March 
10,  1800.  in  relation  to  the  seventeen  Townships  of  Luzerne, 
cannot  be  included  with  advantage  in  this  Report,  because  the 
season  is  unfinished  ;  The  recent  and  most  important  leases  of 
the  Pennsylvanians  are  not  reduced  to  order,  and  the  spirit  of 
submission  on  the  part  of  the  Connecticut  men,  ensures  the  re 
ception  of  numerous  instruments  of  submission,  some  of  which 
tltough  actually  made  have  not  yet  reached  this  Office,  and 
others  of  which  are  executed  before  1801,  upon  the  most  certain 
information.  It  may  be  satisfactory  in  the  mean  time  to  state 
summarily,  that  from  the  wisdom,  beneficence  and  energy  of 
the  Grovernment,  no  interruption  or  impediment  to  the  pro- 
ceedings in  Luzerne  have  taken  place,  and  that  the  sanction 
of  the  Territorial  and  jurisdictional  rights  of  Pennsylvania, 
by  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  all  the  poAvers  and  interests 
in  the  general  Government,  the  consequent  abandonment  of 
all  claim  upon  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  by  tlie  Legislature 
and  Executive  of  Connecticut,  the  lapse  of  the  limitation  for 


MISCELLANEOUS   PAPERS.  747 

proueedinp:s  in  error  in  tlie  case  of  Vanhorne  against  Dorrance, 
the  open  acceptance  by  Connecticut  of  a  grant  of  soil  from 
Congress  within  the  known  limits  of  their  abandoned  South 
Sea  pretension,  the  liberal  release  of  many  of  the  best  Lands 
by  the  Pennsylvanians  to  accommodate  the  actual  settlers  be- 
fore the  Trenton  decree  of  1782,  the  names,  characters  and  sta- 
tions of  the  Connecticut  submitters  of  their  pretension,  the 
purchases  and  applications  for  Lands  by  the  same  submitters 
under  the  title  and  jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania,  the  great  in- 
crease of  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  New  York  and  New 
England  farmers  upon  Pennsylvania  titles  within  the  limits  of 
the  exploded  Connecticut  grants,  and  various  other  circum- 
stances which  a  special  Report  will  shortly  exhibit,  afford  tlie 
most  certain  ground  of  confidence  that  the  injuries  and  indig- 
nities sustained  by  Pennsylvania  from  the  Connecticut  intru- 
sion, will,  by  the  energy  of  our  Government  and  by  its  kind- 
ness, be  made  to  surcease. 

It  has  been  the  sincere  desire  and  unremitted  endeavor  of  all 
the  members  of  the  board  of  Property  to  accomplish  the  most 
liberal  and  effectual  execution  of  the  benificent  plan  of  the 
Legislature  in  favor  of  the  Connecticut  claimants  of  which  the 
Jaws  admit. 

The  result  promises  by  every  past  fact  and  present  appear- 
ance to  issue  in  a  manner  highly  profitable  to  the  submitters, 
honorable  and  beneficial  to  the  Cxovernment  and  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania  and  favorable  to  public  harmony,  order  and 
Government. 

The  business  of  the  Board  of  Property  has  appeared  to  all 
the  members  of  the  greatest  consequence  to  the  tranquility, 
reputation  and  landed  ])roperty  of  the  State.  It  has,  there- 
fore, been  their  united  and  steady  endeavour  to  infuse  into  its 
proceedings,  new  energy,  regularity  and  correctness.  The 
adoption  of  a  book  of  rough  minutes, to  be  afterward  recorded 
therefrom,  has  appeared  preferable  to  the  former  mode,  a 
hearing  docket  has  been  judged  necessary.  The  collection  and 
deliberate  establishment  of  well  grounded  precedents,  so  im- 
portant in  all  tribunals,  has  been  held  in  view,  the  transfer  of 
their  sittings  from  an  apartment  separated  from  all  the  four 
several  offices  into  one  under  the  same  roof,  with  the  most 
central  office,  the  presence  of  the  whole  board  as  far  as  possi- 
ble at  all  hearings,  a  recognition  of  the  organization  of  the 
board  itself  in  conformity  with  the  order  of  appointment  in 
the  constitutional  law  of  the  8th  of  Januarj-,  1791,  more  unin- 
terrupted sittings  in  the  monthly  terras,  and  a  great  conse- 
quent success  in  the  dispatch  of  a  threefold  quantity  of  busi- 
ness, are  the  principal  alterations  and    improvements  which 
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have  taken  p]aee  within  the  judicial  sphere  of  the  board  of 
property,  or  in  the  executive  business  oi  the  Secretary  con- 
nected with  his  membership  in  and  relations  to  that  board. 

The  Secretary  takes  the  liberty  to  observe  that  some  ideas 
have  occurred  to  him  which  promise  to  be  conducive  to  the 
public  convenience  and  interests  in  relation  to  the  Land  Offices 
themselves,  the  freehold  property  of  this  State,  the  public 
Lands  remaining  unsold,  and  the  unsatisfied  rights  of  individ- 
.  uals  ;  but  as  those  subjects  do  not  appear  to  liave  been  included 
in  the  instructions  for  this  report,  he  omits  to  enlarge  upon 
them,  and  has  the  honor,  respectfully,  to  submit  this  commu- 
nication concerning  those  subjects  alone,  which  appear  to  have 
been  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Governor. 

Tench  Coxe, 
Secretary  of  the  Land  Office. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  TO  THE  GOVERNOR. 


La^d  Office  of  Pennsyavania, 
December  the  8th,  1800. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  to  the  Governor, 
concerning  the  progress  made  in  the  execution  of  the  acts  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  fourth  day  of  April,  1799,  and  of 
the  15th  day  of  March,  1800,  offering  compensation  to  the 
Pennsylvania  claimants  of  Lands  within  the  seventeen  Town- 
ships of  Luzerne  County,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  in  obedience  to  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  Governor,  of  the  24th  of  October  last,  has  the  honor 
to  Report,  that  notice  of  the  release  of  40,000  acres  of  Land  by 
the  Pennsylvania  Owners,  and  of  the  submissions  of  40,000 
acres  by  the  Connecticut  Claimants,  was  transmitted  to  Isaac 
Whelen,  Thomas  Boude  and  William  Irvine,  Esquires,  on  the 
8th  day  of  February;  there  were  prepared  in  this  office  and 
ready  for  the  Commissioners,  Copies,  certified  under  hand  and 
senl,  of  all  the  instruments  of  application  and  submission  of 
the  Connecticut  settlers,  which  were  received  before  the  de- 
})arture  of  the  Commissioners  for  Wilkesbarre,  amounting  to 
about  151,  and  being  for  about  236  separate  lots  and  tracts. 
There  were  also  prepared  or  procured  for  the  use  of  the  Com- 
missioners, Copies  of  the  two  Acts  of  AssemV)ly  of  the  decree 
of  the  Federal  Court  at  Trenton,  of  the  30th  day  of  December, 
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been  and  will  be  the  subject  of  attention  with  the  Connecticut 
settlers  through  the  Commissioners  or  otherwise  authenticated 
copies.  Additional  submissions  received  the  present  month, 
are  hi  preparation  and  will  be  finished  in  a  few  days ;  new  sub- 
missions will  receive  similar  attention.  The  secretarj'  has  the 
honor  to  assure  the  Governor  that  every  other  step  which  can 
enable  the  Commissioners  to  resume  the  business  with  conveni- 
ence, effect  and  in  the  earliest  part  of  the  season,  will  be  pur- 
sued in  the  Land  Office  tlepartment. 

From  the  facts  stated  in  this  Report,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania  will  effect  a  general  and 
satisfactory  adjustment  with  the  actual  settlers  before  the  De- 
cree of  Trenton. 

This  procedure  is  eminently  entitled  to  the  character  of  lib- 
erality on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  because  those  persons 
went  on  the  Lands  contrary  to  notice,  because  the  paramount 
claim  of  Connecticut  has  V^een  unalterably  adjudged  not  to  be 
founded  on  any  right,  because  the  Federal  judiciary  has  given 
a  decision  against  the  private  right  of  soil  after  considering 
the  inter  alia,  the  plea  under  the  Pennsylvania  confirming 
law,  because  no  subordinate  and  derivative  claim  to  a  private 
right  of  soil  as  in  the  Susquehanna  or  Delaware  Company,  or 
their  members,  grantees  or  settlers,  can  ever  be  established  in 
the  Courts  of  law  against  the  absolute  final  and  unalterable 
decision  that  their  paramount  and  grantor  had  no  right  of 
soil  or  jurisdiction. 

Under  circumstances  so  plain  and  so  strong,  it  is  with  equal 
regret  and  surprize  that  the  secretary  finds  the  doctrine  to  be 
openly  and  explicitly  maintained,  that  the  Connecticut  claim 
and  title  to  all  the  Lands  submitted  are  just,  real  and  of  full 
force. 

It  has  appeared  to  be  an  indispensable  duty,  respectf  uliy  to 
represent  that  this  unlawful  and  pernicious  doctrine  is  coun- 
tenanced and  maintained  in  a  quarter,  where,  judging  from 
past  events,  it  appears  to  threaten  the  most  injurious  conse- 
quences to  the  Treasury,  the  population  and  the  general  pro.*^- 
perity  of  the  State. 

Note  of  Contents  of  abstract  Z.  : 

33  Pennsylvania  releases  and  applications  for  129,524  acre; 
and  89  perches,  besides  the  Lands  contained  in  sundry  general 
releases. 

(Signed) 

T.  C. 
8ec.  Land  Office. 
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TENCH  COXE  TO  GOv^ERNOR  McKEAN. 


LA.ND  Office  of  Pennsylvania, 
December  10,  1800. 

Sir  :  While  the  Commissioners  were  in  Lnzerne  an  extract 
from  a  letter  of  mine  to  them  was  published,  which  was  calcu- 
lated to  induce  the  Connecticut  people  to  make  and  expedite 
their  submissions.  It  wg-s  written  in  August,  since  which  nu- 
merous submissions  have  been  made.  I  am  therefore  satisfied 
that  the  publication  has  done  no  harm,  but  may  have  done 
good.  It  was  hoped  and  expected  that  it  would  operate  in 
Luzerne  and  New  England  to  prev^ent  persons  of  property, 
character  and  information  from  engaging  in  the  Connecticut 
intrusion  in  future.  I  left  the  Commissioners  at  liberty  to 
publish  or  not,  as  they  might  think  proper,  and  it  was  also 
committed  to  their  discretion  to  give  the  letter  as  a  private  or 
public  communication  to  a  friend  or  to  themselves.  They  pub- 
lished it  as  a  private  letter.  John  Franklin,  Esquire,  the  late 
and  present  representati%'e  of  Luzerne,  soon  after  published  a 
reply,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you.  I  have  been  as- 
sured that  he  was  the  writer  and  he  has  avowed  it  to  jne  here. 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  paper  to  you.  In  regard  to 
the  personalities  I  am  not  disposed  to  take  any  further  notice 
of  them  than  to  observe  that  the  Attornies  and  agents  for  this 
State  and  for  the  Pennsylvanians,  are  at  liberty  to  show  any 
papers  I  have  ever  delivered  to  any  of  them,  and  that  I  never 
havew  known  of  any  paper  favorable  to  the  Connecticut  title 
but  what  has  been  produced,  so  far  as  I  canremember  or  believe- 
I  have  never  suppressed  anj'.  I  have  told  Mr.  Franklin  that  I 
wish  for  an  inquiry,  that  I  do  not  admit  or  remember  any  such 
papers,  and  that  I  entirely  disbelieve  what  he  has  stated  in 
regard  to  an  original  Indian  Peed.  I  do  not  find  receipt  of 
Mr.  Wilson's.  The  view  with  which  1  do  myself  the  honor  to 
transmit  this  paper  is  as  follows  : 

The  laws  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  the  United  States  contem- 
plate the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  as  the  true  and  abso- 
lute proprietaries  of  the  Lands  within  the  charter  bounds  and 
the  subsequent  acts  and  grants  of  Virginia,  Congress,  etc. 
They  hold  every  private  citizen  and  every  public  functionary 
of  the  State  bound  to  refrain  from  violating  and  defaming,  and 
to  support  and   maintain  the   territorial  rights  of  the  State. 
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been  and  will  be  the  subject  of  attention  with  the  Connecticut 
settlers  through  the  Commissioners  or  otherwise  authenticated 
copies.  Additional  submissions  received  the  present  month, 
are  in  preparation  and  will  be  finished  in  a  few  days  ;  new  sub- 
missions will  receive  similar  attention.  The  secretary  has  the 
honor  to  assure  the  G-overnor  that  every  other  step  which  can 
enable  the  Commissioners  to  resume  the  business  with  conveni- 
ence, effect  and  in  the  earliest  part  of  the  season,  will  be  jjur- 
sued  in  the  Land  Office  department. 

Prom  the  facts  stated  in  this  Report,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania  will  effect  a  general  and 
satisfactory  adjustment  with  the  actual  settlers  before  the  De- 
cree of  Trenton. 

This  procedure  is  eminently  entitled  to  the  character  of  lib- 
erality on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  because  those  persons 
went  on  the  Lands  contrary  to  notice,  because  the  paramount 
claim  of  Connecticut  has  been  unalterably  adjudged  not  to  be 
founded  on  any  right,  because  the  Federal  judiciary  has  given 
a  decision  against  the  private  right  of  soil  after  considering 
the  inter  alia,  the  plea  under  the  Pennsylvania  confirming 
law,  because  no  subordinate  and  derivative  claim  to  a  private 
right  of  soil  as  in  the  Susquehanna  or  Delaware  Company,  or 
their  members,  grantees  or  settlers,  can  ever  be  established  in 
the  Courts  of  law  against  the  absolute  final  and  unalterable 
decision  that  their  paramount  and  grantor  had  no  right  of 
soil  or  jurisdiction. 

Under  circumstances  so  plain  and  so  strong,  it  is  with  equal 
regret  and  surprize  that  the  secretary  finds  the  doctrine  to  be 
openly  and  explicitly  maintained,  that  the  Connecticut  claim 
and  title  to  all  the  Lands  submitted  are  just,  real  and  of  full 
force. 

It  has  appeared  to  be  an  indispensable  duty,  respectfully  to 
represent  that  this  unlawful  and  pernicious  doctrine  is  coun- 
tenanced and  maintained  in  a  quarter,  where,  judging  from 
past  events,  it  appears  to  threaten  the  most  injurious  conse- 
quences to  the  Treasury,  the  population  and  the  general  pros- 
perity of  the  State. 

Note  of  Contents  of  abstract  Z.  : 

33  Pennsylvania  releases  and  applications  for  129,524  acre; 
and  89  perches,  besides  the  Lands  contained  in  sundry  general 
releases. 

(Signed) 

T.  C. 
Sec.  Zand  Office. 
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TENCH  COXE  TO  GOv'^ERNOR  McKEAN. 


La^'d  Office  of  Pennsylvania, 
December  10,  1800. 

Sir  :  While  the  Commissioners  were  in  Lnzerne  an  extract 
from  a  letter  of  mine  to  them  was  published,  which  was  calcu- 
lated to  induce  the  Connecticut  people  to  make  and  expedite 
their  submissions.  It  was  written  in  August,  since  which  nu- 
merous sabinissions  have  been  made.  I  am  therefore  satisfied 
that  the  publication  has  done  no  harm,  but  may  have  done 
good.  It  was  hoped  and  expected  that  it  would  operate  in 
Luzerne  and  New  England  to  prevent  persons  of  property, 
chai'acter  and  information  from  engaging  in  the  Connecticut 
intrusion  in  future.  I  left  the  Commissioners  at  liberty  to 
publish  or  not,  as  they  might  think  proper,  and  it  was  also 
committed  to  their  discretion  to  give  the  letter  as  a  private  or 
public  communication  to  a  friend  or  to  themselves.  The}'  pub- 
lished it  as  a  private  lettei*.  John  Franklin,  Esquire,  tlie  late 
and  present  representative  of  Luzerne,  soon  after  published  a 
reply,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you.  I  have  been  as- 
sured that  he  was  the  M'riter  and  he  has  avowed  it  to  me  here. 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  the  paper  to  you.  In  regard  to 
the  personalities  I  am  not  disposed  to  take  any  further  notice 
of  them  than  to  observe  that  tlie  Attornies  and  agents  for  this 
State  and  for  the  Pennsylvanians,  are  at  liberty  to  show  any 
papers  I  have  ever  delivered  to  any  of  tliem,  and  that  I  never 
hava  known  of  any  paper  favorable  to  the  Connecticut  title 
>)ut  what  hasbeen  produced,  so  far  as  I  canremember  or  believe- 
I  have  never  suppressed  any.  I  have  told  Mr.  Franklin  that  I 
wish  for  an  inquiry,  that  I  do  not  admit  or  remember  any  such 
papers,  and  that  I  entirely  disbelieve  what  he  has  stated  in 
regard  to  an  original  Indian  Deed.  I  do  not  find  receipt  of 
Mr.  Wilson's.  The  view  with  which  I  do  myself  the  honor  to 
transmit  this  paper  is  as  follows  : 

The  laws  of  Pennsylvania  and  of  the  United  States  contem- 
plate the  Tjeople  of  this  Commonwealtli  as  the  true  and  abso- 
lute proprietaries  of  the  Lands  within  the  charter  bounds  and 
the  subsequent  acts  and  grants  of  Virginia,  Congress,  etc. 
They  hold  every  private  citizen  and  every  public  functionary 
of  the  State  V)Ound  to  refrain  from  violating  and  defaming,  and 
to  support  and   maintain  the   territorial  rights  of  the  State. 
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Public  functionaries  are  bound  by  double  obligations  and  l)y 
an  higher  duty  than  private  citizen.^.  This  paper  appears  to  me 
a  violation  of  Mr.Franklins  several  obligations  as  a  citizen  and 
a  member  of  the  legislature.  He  openly  maintains  the  validity 
of  the  Connecticut  title  to  the  soil  of  Luzerne  and  Wayne 
Counties,  etc.  Investigation  probably  would  prove  him  to  be 
an  agent.  He  admits  that  he  has  been  an  agent  and  it  is  other- 
wise known.  Viewing  him  as  a  legislator  his  conduct  is  ex- 
tremely dangerous  and  deeply  pernicious.  The  State  is  about 
to  pay  the  difference  of  3  Dls.,  etc.,  jx  acre  upon  a  large  quan- 
tity of  Land,  which  expensive  measure  and  all  the  acts  of  the 
legislatures  and  Courts  of  the  Union  and  the  States,  Mr. 
Franklin  asserts,  do  and  Avill  avail  nothing  as  to  the  lands 
which  the  Connecticut  men  shall  not  stibmit.  He  dwells  upon 
the  legal  distinction  concerning  the  private  right  of  soil,  when 
every  political  and  civil  disquisition  of  his  conduct  will  con- 
template that  Idea  in  relation  to  him  personally,  as  mere  inge- 
nuity and  finesse.  The  private  owners  of  the  soil  are  left  to 
their  mere  opportunity  of  a  legal  trial,  which  must,  however, 
eventuate  against  them,  because  the  paramount  claim  of 
Connecticut  is  conclusively  established  to  be  utterly  invalid. 
The  secondary  derivative  titles  of  the  Susquehannah  and  Del- 
aware Companies  and  of  their  grantees  must  fail,  since  the 
body  politic,  claiming  to  have  been  their  paramount  lords  of 
the  Fee  (their  State)  are  finally  and  conclusively  adjudged  to 
have  "no  right."  Our  laws  certainly  will  not  so  respect  their 
pretension  as  to  suffer  our  citizens  and  legislators  to  defame 
and  promote  opposition  to  the  territorial  rights  of  the  State 
and  of  those  holding  under  it,  which  they  consider  as  absolute. 
The  members  of  the  Legisature  hold  an  important  and  solemn 
trust,  including  the  object  in  question. 

Submitting  to  your  consideration.  Sir,  whether  any  and  what 
measures  should  be  taken  in  this  case, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  perfect  respect,  sir, 

your  most  obed't 
and  most  humble  Servant, 

Tench  Coxe. 
The  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


48— Vol.  XVTII. 
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MESSRS.  COOPER   AND    TAYLOR   TO    ANDREW    ELLI- 

COTT. 


To  Andrbw  Ellicott,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office : 

Sir  :  A  difficulty  lias  occurred  to  las  relative  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania titles  in  Huntingdon,  which,  on  consideration,  appears 
to  us  more  proper  to  be  decided  by  the  Board  of  Property  in 
the  first  instance  than  by  us. 

Under  the  existing  Laws  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  ascertain 
the  line  of  division  between  the  Counties  of  Northumberland 
and  Luzerne.  Two  acts  of  the  Legislature  were  passed  to  fix 
the  course  of  tlie  dividing  hne  from  the  mouth  of  Nescopeck  ; 
and  under  one  of  the  Acts  the  former  Commissioners  (Messrs. 
Montgomery,  Pickering  and  Balliot)  ran  a  i)art  of  the  line, 
but  not  the  whole,  and  altho'  they  were  authorized  to  give 
Certificates  to  the  Settlers  unto  the  County  line,  it  does  not 
appear  that  they  were  sufficiently  authorized  to  run  it. 

For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining,  if  possible,  the  line  to  which 
we  should  think  ourselves  authorized  to  grant  similar  Certifi- 
cates, we  cause  a  line  to  be  run  from  Nescopeck  Creek  in  the 
course  directed  by  the  Act,  and  another  from  the  same  place 
to  a  Tree,  which  under  a  late  Act  for  ascertaining  the  boundary 
Hne  between  Lycoming  and  Northiaraberland,  Mr.  McClay  and 
his  associates  had  fixed  as  a  corner  of  the  three  Counties.  This 
latter  line,  from  Nescopeck  to  the  Tree  just  mentioned,  devi- 
ates about  nine  degrees  West  from  the  course  prescribed  by 
the  Act. 

Thus  circumstanced,  and  finding  no  line  whatever  settled 
by  any  competent  authority,  between  Luzerne  and  Northum- 
berland, and  finding  also  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Huntingdon 
Township  have  uniformly  been  claimed  and  taxed,  and  voted 
as  belonging  to  Luzerne  County,  and  being  also  of  opinion 
that  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  Laws  under  whicli  we  act,  re- 
quired that  township,  as  one  of  the  17,  to  be  included  in  the 
Compromise,  we  have  thought  fit  to  give  Certificates  to  the 
Connecticut  Settlers  throughout  the  Township,  and  to  con- 
sider it  as  included  iu  the  meaning  of  the  Act  of  Apl.  4,  1799. 

Thomas  Cooper, 
iso.   M.  Taylor. 
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SAMUEL  BAIRD  TO  MR.  MUHLENBERG. 

Stowe,  Dece}nber2S,  1800. 

Sir:  I  had  intended  to  have  given  to  the  Commissioners  a 
draft  of  the  Connecticut  surveys  of  a  part  of  VVilkesbarre  town- 
ship, and  made  some  remarks  thereon,  but  I  learn  that  they 
have  separated  without  fixing  upon  any  time  for  meeting  again. 
The  business,  therefore,  if  it  comes  before  the  ^legislature  this 
session,  may  be  taken  up  at  a  time  when  they  are  not  at  Lan- 
caster ;  and  as  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  an  acquaintance  with 
you  for  some  years  past  and  experienced  your  friendship,  and 
as  it  will  be  a  part  of  your  official  duty  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Property  to  assist  in  executing  the  law  of  Apl.  4,  1799, 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  forwarding  the  draft  and  a  few  re- 
marks to  you.  I  must  repeat  it  here  that  the  politeness  and 
attention  shewn  me  by  the  Commissioners  has  been  such  that 
it  would  give  me  the  greatest  uneasiness  if  I  thought  this 
would  give  them  the  least  offense,  but  I  cannot  believe  it  will. 

With  respect  to  the  proper  mode  of  making  out  the  separate 
drafts  for  the  returns,  I  must  request  the  favour  of  you  to 
wi'ite  me  a  few  lines  advising  me  of  the  manner  under  all  the 
circumstances  of  part  released  and  part  not  released.  That 
part  out  of  the  old  Pennsylvania  surveys  I  presume  I  have 
nothing  to  do  Avith  at  present.  A  few  of  the  triangles  formed 
by  the  lines  of  the  Connecticut  surveys  and  the  lines  of  the 
tracts  that  are  not  released,  are  calculated  and  the  quantit  j'  put 
into  them.  Can  it  be  supposed  that  patents  will  be  applied  for 
for  these  small  spots?  Is  separate  patents  to  issue  for  every 
lot  or  part  of  a  lot?  If  so,the  patenting  fees  and  surveying  fees 
will  be  in  some  cases  treble  the  cost  of  the  land.  Take  for  in- 
stance the  town  lots,  many  of  which  do  not  contain  more  than 
one-third  of  an  acre,  and  some  not  so  much,  the  valuation  can- 
not exceed  two  dollars  p.  acre.  The  lots  in  th«  Shawany  fiats 
were,  I  believe,  originally  but  20a.  and  are  many  of  them 
since  subdivided. 

Some  of  the  triangles  above  mentioned,  as  you  may  see  by 
The  draft,  do  not  contain  two  acres. 

^Iv.  Crothers  has  a  general  draft  of  the  North  East  liranch 
of  Susquehannah,  with  all  the  surveys  made  as  well  as  those 
before  as  those  since  the  Revolution  on  the  east  side  from  Lack- 
awanack  to  the  State  line,  as  he  is  at  present  a  little  out  of 
humor  from  his  loosing  his  appointment  as  DeputN'  Surveyor, 
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he  will  not  give  it  up.  But  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  friend- 
sliip  that  has  ever  subsisted,  as  yoii  will  know  between  him 
and  myself,  that  I  could  get  his  permission  to  copy  so  much  of 
it  as  would  be  necessary  for  the  commissioners.  It  was  from 
him  that  I  got  the  drafts  of  the  old  surveys  on  the  River,  from 
Buttermilk  falls  Creek  to  the  line  which  I  have  given  to  the 
Commissioners.  If  I  liad  a  copy  of  this  draft  I  could  add  to  it 
some  that  I  have  below  Lackawanack.  and  some  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river,  that  I  procured  from  other  sources;  and  with 
a  permission  to  obtain  such  copies  from  the  surveyor  General's 
office  as  I  would  want,  I  could,  1  believe,  prepare  such  a  gen- 
eral draft  as  would  completely  answer  the  purpose.  A  very 
general  knowledge  of  the  river  from  the  State  line  down,  from 
my  having  surveyed  on  different  parts  of  it  and  through  that 
county  in  1792,  '93  and  '94,  would  assist  me  much  in  the  busi- 
ness. 

I  am  of  opinion  it  would  be  a  very  desirable  thing  for  the 
Board  of  Property  to  have  a  compleat  draft  of  each  township 
with  all  the  Pennsylvania  surveys  laid  down  and  destinguished, 
those  made  before  the  Revolution,  those  made  under  the  Act 
of  1784  and  those  since  1792,  the  Board  would  certainly  then 
have  the  subject  before  them  more  fully. 

You  will  conclude,  from  all  this,  that  I  want  employ.  It  is 
true  I  would  rather  be  employed  than  idle.  But  I  have  myself 
unavoidably  spent  so  much  time  last  season  and  knew  so  much 
spent  by  the  other  surveyors,  whilst  we  were  accompanied  by 
chain  bearers  and  axmen  in  searching  for  surveys,  that  I  well 
know  the  expence  was  considerable  and  must  continue  to  be  so 
unless  something  of  this  kind  can  be  procured,  besides  there 
is  nothing  more  disagreeable  to  a  surveyor,  or  at  least  to  me, 
than  to  be  two  or  three  days  in  the  woods  searching  for  lines 
or  corners,  and  then  to  return  and  report  that  they  cannot  be 
found.  I  wish  to  see  a  remedy  to  this  and  have  proposed  that 
plan  if  it  should  be  thought  proper  to  employ  me  in  it. 

I  consider  myself  as  Avriting  to  you  merely  as  an  acquaint- 
ance and  as  such  requesting  your  advice  respecting  the  seperate 
drafts.  Nothing,  therefore,  can  be  considered  as  official  or  out 
of  the  regular  channels,  and  you  will  please  to  give  it  only 
that  construction.  I  have  added  the  manner  in  which  the 
Connecticut  titles  were  acquired,  as  this  also  becomes  a  con- 
sideration, as  they  are  to  be  decided  on  under  the  act.  If  in 
doing  this  I  have  been  too  prolix  and  gone  too  far  back  it  was 
merely  with  a  wish  of  being  perfect Iv  understood. 
I  am,  sir,  with  sentiments  of  respect, 

your  obed't  Serv.. 

Sam.  Baird. 

Frederick  A.  Mchlexbkrg.  Esq. 
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MEETING      OF      PENNSYLVANIA      CLAIMANTS      OR 

OWNERS  OF  LANDS,  HELD  AT  DUNWOODY'S 

IN  1801. 


Meeting  at  Dunwoodt's,  January  10,  1801. 
At  a  meeting  of  owners  of  land  in  the  counties  of  Luzerne, 
Wayne,  Lycoming,  Northumberland  and  Northampton,  a 
memorial  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  subject 
of  lawless  intrusions  on  lands  in  those  counties,  was  read,  dis- 
cussed, etc.  : 

Meeting,  April  9,  1801. 

1.  Resolved,  That  in  order  to  obtain  the  beneficial  effects 
which  maybe  expected  to  result  from  the  acts  of  Assembly 
passed  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  and  removing  certain 
unlawful  intrusions  on  lands  in  the  counties  of  Wayne,  North- 
ampton, Luzerne,  Northumberland  and  Lycoming,  it  is  nec- 
essary that  the  land-holders  form  themselves  into  an  associa- 
tion. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  subscribers  will  pay  in  proportion  to 
the  amount  of  land  held  in  those  parts  of  the  counties  afore- 
said, subject  to  the  former  claim  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
or  certain  companies  or  jjersons  claiming  under  that  State. 

Subscribers  to  the  Association. 

Acres. 

AUibone,  Thomas,     1,200 

Burd,  Edward, 8,800 

Bingham,  William, 300,000 

Bell,  William 1,800 

Bond,  Williamina, 30,000 

Bond,  Phineas, 20,000 

Bartholomew,  Edward,  and  J.  Patton,         3,600 

Buckley,  William,      9, .500 

Buckley,  William,  and  William  Parkinson, 3,000 

Busti,  Paul,  for  Holland  Land  Company 20,000 

Binney,  Horace,  for  self  and  heirs  of  Dr.  Binney,     .    .  6,000 

Clifford,  Thomas,  and  John, 5,000 

Clyraer,  George, 8,000 

Chancellor,  William.  &:  Co. , 5,000 

Dunwoody,  John, 6,000 

Drinker,  Henry,  for  self  and  others 1.50,000 

Da^^s,  .Tohn 3,800 

Field,  John,      12.000 
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Acres. 

Self  and  estate  of  Daniel  Williamson,      3,000 

Francis,  Thomas  AV. ,  for  Francis,  Ann,  and  family,    .  100,000 

Fox,  Samuel  M.,  tor  self  and  otiiers, 36,000 

Fox,  George  and  Samuel  M., 4,000 

Hollingworth,  Levi,          2,400 

Howell,  Samuel 7,000 

Hodgdon,  Samuel, 5,000 

Harrison,  Thomas 0,000 

Kuhn,  Adam, 7,000 

Lewis,  .losiah,      0,000 

Latimer,  George, lo.OOO 

Jjatimer,  William 1,300 

McPherson,  William, 5,000 

McEwen,  Thomas.  &  Co.,       2o,000 

Meredith,  Samuel, 80,000 

Meeker,  Samuel .       6,000 

Marshall,  Christopher,  Ex'r  to  Thomas  Paschal,      .  16,000 

For  self  and  William  Crammond,  Adam  Kuhn,  and 

assignees  of  Joseph  Thomas, 45,000 

Peters,  Richard 20,000 

Pickering,  Timothy, 10,000 

Pleasants,  Samuel, 7,000 

Rhoads,  Samuel 10.000 

Rush,  Benjamin, 2,400 

Sharpless,  Jesse, 10.000 

Sergeant,  William,  for  estate  of  Sergeant,  J.  D. ,     .    .  6,500 

Sergeant,  William 1,000 

Strawbridge,  James, 30,000 

Smith,  Robert, 4,000 

Singer,  Abram,  for  Richard  Rundle, 2,200 

Tilghman,  Edward, 75,000 

Turnbull,  \Villiam, .       .    .  4,000 

Travis,  John, 5,000 

Tilghman,  William, 2,800 

Warder,  Jeremiah,  Parker  &  C^o. , 20,000 

White,  William , 12,000 

Wells,  Gideon  H..       .    .  " 10,000 

Wain.  Robert,  for  self  and  others, 50,000 

Wharton,  Isaac 36,000 

Wharton  &  Lewis, 24,000 

Wharton,  Joseph, 7.000 

Total  acres, 1.310,800 
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The  association  organized  by  the  election  of  the  following 
officers :  Samuel  Hodgdon,  President ;  Samuel  M.  Fox,  Treai>- 
urer ;  John  Ewing,  junior,  Secretary. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  association  held  April  13,  1801, 
Resolved,  That  Edward  Tilghman  retain  Daniel  Smith, 
Charles  Hall,  Ebenezer  Bowman,  Putnam  Catlin  and  Rosewell 
■\VeIles,  as  counsel  for  the  landholders  in  all  civil  and  criminal 
proceedings  in  reference  to  their  lands. 


At  a  meeting  held  at  Lancaster,  February  17,  1802,  an  esti- 
mate was  made  of  the  probable  amount  necessary  to  be  ex- 
pended by  the  association  to  carry  the  intrusion  law  into  effect, 
which  is  as  follows  : 

Agents'  salaries, $1,200  00 

Deputy  for  Luzerne  and  Wayne, 900  00 

Deputy  for  Lycoming, 450  00 

Expenses  in  binding  over  witnesses  and  extra  pay  for 

subpceaning  them, 500  00 

Stationery  and  other  necessary  expenses 150  00 


$3,200  00 


MEMORIAL  OF  CONSTANT   SEARLS  AND  OTHERS. 

[Read  January  12,  1801.  J 
To  the  Honorable  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  Petition  of  the  Subscribers,  Inhabitants  of 
the  County  of  Luzerne,  most  respectfully  showeth  : 
That  they  live  on  portions  of  Land  in  the  County  aforesaid 
taken  up  under  the  Claim  of  Connecticut,  before  the  Decree 
of  Trenton,  commonly  called  and  denominated  Pitches.     Those 
Pitches  are  situate  between  and  adjacent  to  what  are  called 
the  seventeen  Townships,  included  in  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
of  Assembly  passed  the  4th  of  April,  1799,  and  contain  from  one 
to  six  hundred  acres  each.     On  this  description  of  Land  your 
Petitioners  were  seated  in  the  early  settlement  of  this  Country 
and  stand  in  Common  with  their  fellow  Adventurers  settled 
in  the  seventeen  Townships  all  the  calamities  that  this  quarter, 
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from  a  savage  foe,  experienced  thro    The    late    Revolutionary 
war.     Their  history  and  sufferings   had  readied    the  ear  of  a 
former  Legislature  and  hence  their  Ace  of  March  17,    87,  con- 
firming their  several  farms  and  the  farms  of  others  upon  cer- 
tain   Conditions  therein  mentioned  to  them  and  their  Heirs, 
(tc.    forever.     With  these  conditions,  as  far  as  was  practicable, 
your  Petitioners  projnptly  complied.     But  to  the.r  great  dis- 
appointment the  Powers  of    the  Commissioners  carrying   the 
said    Act  into   Execution  were    suddenly  suspended,  the   Act 
itself  repeal'd  and  everything  done   under   it  declared    to  be 
null    and  void.      One   of    the   principles,  and  hi  fact  the  true 
Reason  assigned  for  its  repeal,  was  that  the  Act  itself  was  un- 
constitutional, inasmuch  as  that  without  their  consent  the  pro- 
perty of  one  class  of  Citizens  was  taken  and  given  to  another. 
If  this  was  a  reason  sufficient  for  withholding  a  further  sanc- 
tion to  the  claims  of  your  Petitioners,  they  are  happy  in  be- 
lieving that  no  such  obstacle  at  this  time  exists.     From  a  be- 
lief that  your  Petitioners  land  lay  within  the  seventeen  Town- 
ships, their  adversaries  willing   to   receive   the    compensation 
offered  by  the  Commonwealth  for  lands  in  the  said  Township, 
have  released  their  titles  and  their  right  is  now  vested  in  the 
State  or  maybe  if  it  should  meet  the  pleasure  of  the  Legisla- 
ture.   Your  Petitioners,  therefore,  as  an  opportunity  now  pre- 
sents in  which    he  (  ommonwealth  may  do  that  iustice  in  the 
Act  of  March,  "87,  so  solemnly  pledged,  we  pray  your  honor- 
able Body  to  make  a  law  whose  provisions  may  insure  to  your 
Petitionersa  title  to  their  lands  upon  the  terms  in  the  said  Act 
of  March,  '87  specifyed,  and  they  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever 
pray, 

Constant  Searls,  Eleazkr  Athertox, 

James  Abbott,  Daniel  Scott, 

Phebee  ArBOTT,  Cornelius  Atherton, 

Natural  Gardean  to  the  John  Atherton, 

Heirs  of  I.  Corey.  Nathan  Hall, 

Benjamin  Pedrick,  John  Chamberlain, 

Daniel  Pedrick,  Authur  Ecke, 

Joshua  Pedrick,  Joshua  Bednet, 

Re  SE well  Welles, 
ExeeuV r  toElipha.  Hurcey,  Deceased,  and  Guardeantohis  Heira. 
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INSTRUCTIONS  TO  THE  SURVEYORS. 

Juhj  4,  1801. 
General  instruction  to  the  Surveyors  acting  under  the  Co7ni7iis- 

sioners  appointed  under  an  ''act  for  offering  compensation  to 

Pennsylvania  claimants. " 

You  will  attend  particularly  to  the  accurate  chaining  of  all 
the  lines  you  run. 

You  will  have  every  line  well  blazed  and  opened,  and  mark 
a  tree  or  set  a  post  at  every  40  perches,  so  that  the  Commis- 
sioners may  have  less  trouble  in  valuing  the  Lands,  pursuant 
to  the  act. 

You  will  particularly  note  the  crossing  of  fences  and  streams, 
with  their  bearings  as  near  as  you  can  ascertain,  and  when  any 
of  the  Connecticut  lots  are  crossed  by  the  lines  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania surveys,  you  will  mark  the  intersection  by  a  corner  well 
ascertained. 

You  will  make  particular  remarks  on  every  change  of  soil 
and  timber  as  you  go  along,  as  also  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  Hills, 
Rocky  ground,  &c. 

You  will  report  every  week,  or  as  often  as  convenient,  the 
work  done,  with  a  true  copy  of  your  field  notes  that  they  may 
be  regularly  planned. 


DEPOSITION  OF   ANDERSON  DANA. 


AViLKESBARRE,  Luzer:me  Cou:!fTY,  July  24,  1801. 
Before  me,  Jesse  Fell,  Esqtiire,  one  of  the  Associate  Judges 
of  the  County  of  Luzerne,  personally  appeared  Anderson  Dana, 
of  Wilkesbarre,  aforesaid,  who  being  duly  sworn  upon  the  holy 
gospels,  deposeth  and  saith  that  he  well  knew  Asa  Stephens, 
who  originally  drew  the  Town  lot  number?  in  the  Lottery  made 
for  the  disposal  of  lots  in  the  scl  Town  of  Wilkesbarre,  and 
that  he  hath  been  married  to  Sarah,  a  Daughter  of  the  said 
Asa  Stephens,  during  eleven  Years  or  there  about.  That  by 
an  order  of  the  orphans'  court  sometime  in  the  fall  of  the  Year 
1791,  in  consequence  of  the  death  of  the  said  Asa   Stephens. 
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Partition  was  matle  of  hi.'^  property  among  his  children,  and  a 
certain  part  of  lot  >'o.  7,  aforesaid,  was  allotted  to  his  widow, 
Sarah  Stephens  :  That  after  the  death  of  Sarah  Stephens  the 
children  of  Asa  Stephens,  the  elder  deceased,  met  together  and 
a<^reed  to  divide  the  lot  c^ssigned  by  the  Jury  of  Partition  afore- 
said, unto  Sarah  Stephens  as  her  dower,  among  them  by 
mutual  and  verbal  agreement ;  that  this  Deponent  was  present 
at  the  said  meeting  in  consequence  of  having  inter-married 
with  Sarah  Stephens  aforesaid  ;  that  at  this  meeting  the  whole 
of  the  lot,  a  share  which  by  the  Jury  of  Partition  was  assigned 
as  dower  to  Sarah  Stei)hens,  the  widow,  was  by  mutual  con- 
sent divided  and  the  one-half  thereof  divided  lengthways  was 
assigned  to  this  Deponent,  of  whch  he  hath  ever  since  been  in 
Possession,  and  the  other  half  thereof  was  assigned  to  Polly 
Stephens,  who  exchanged  the  same  with  her  Brother,  Asa 
Stephens,  but  no  writing  passed  :  that  the  said  Asa  Stephens 
continued  in  possession  of  the  half  of  the  dower  lot  of  Sarah 
Stephens,  deceased,  being  that  half  immediately  adjoining  on 
the  portion  of  the  original  lot,  which  contains  72jVo  perches 
each,  until  he  sold  a  quarter  of  an  acre  of  the  same  unto  one, 
Daniel  Stiles,  and  the  remainder  thereof  unto  Thomas  Wright, 
as  this  deponent  hath  long  understood  and  believes  ;  That  the 
portion  thereof  thus  sold  to  Thomas  Wright  containing,  as  this 
Deponent  hath  understood  and  believes,  about  one-s^ixth  part 
of  the  original  lot  of  3^  aci-es,  deducting  therefrom  the  quarter 
of  an  acre  before  sold  by  Asa  Stephens,  the  son,  to  Daniel 
Stiles.  That  at  this  meeting  of  the  children  and  heirs  of  Asa 
Stephens,  deceased,  when  the  dower  lot  of  Asa  Stephens  was, 
as  aforesaid,  verbally  agreed  to  be  divided  among  them,  and 
when  the  share  now  occupied  by  Daniel  Stiles  and  Thomas 
Wright  was  by  such  agreement  allotted  to  Polly  Stephens, 
Abigail,  one  of  the  Daughters  (now  Abigail  Fawcett),  was  not 
present,  but  this  Deponent  hath  understood  and  believes  that 
she  and  her  husband  have  both  since  acceded  to  such  verbal 
Partition  and  that  possession  hath  been  thereof  accordingly 
had,  as  aforesaid,  and  farther  this  deponent  saith  not. 

Anderson  Dana. 
Sworn  and  Subscribed  before  me. 

Jesse  Fell. 

October  3,  1801. 
Anderson  Dana,  in  further  explanations  of  the  above  Deposi- 
tion as  relating  to  a  claim  of  Arnold  Colt  to  part  of  back  lot 
Iso;  47,  being  present  before  me,  Thos.  Cooper,  one  of  the  Com- 
missioners, «S:c. .  declares  that  the  verbal  Partition  aliove  recited 
of  the  Dower  Share  of  Sarah  Stevens  after  her  decease  extended 
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also  to  her  Dower  Share  in  back  lot  2yo.  47,  whereof  one-half 
was  allotted  at  such  division  to  Jonathan  Stevens,  the  other 
hall  of  the  back  lot  was  allotted  to  Abigail  Fawcett. 

Thomas  Cooper. 


JURISDICTION'  AND    STATES  RIGHT  OF  SOIL. 


[The  following  article  from  a  newspaper  at  Lancaster,  was 
jjrinted  in  Broadside  for  distribution  among  the  settlers  in 
Wyoming.  It  is  probable  Part  II  was  never  i)rinted.  The 
date  is  about  1802.] 

Connecticut  Claim.     Fart  1.     Jtirisdiction  and  State' s  Right  of 

Soil. 

The  Decree  of  Trenton  establishes  from  the  beginning  the 
right  of  jurisdiction  or  government,  and  the  right  of  i)re-em]i- 
tion  or  soil  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  as  to  all  the  lands 
within  our  charter  bounds.  It  may  be  justly  and  legally  con- 
sidered to  extend  further  than  the  pre-emi^tion  ;  for  Connecti- 
cut was  adjudged  to  have  no  right  to  the  lauds  in  controversy, 
and  those  lands  expressly  included  their  "possessions,"  as  well 
as  claims.  Their  legislature  had  attempted  to  establish  a 
county  in  Pennsylvania  about  the  year  1775,  above  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  years  after  the  date  of  their  charter,  but  has  never 
since  the  decree  of  Trenton  in  1782,  pretended  to  maintain  that 
old  county  or  to  erect  any  new  county.  That  state  has  never 
made  application  to  Pennsylvania  or  congress,  or  to  the  federal 
courts  for  any  new  trial  of  the  question  of  soil  or  government, 
nor  has  Connecticut  sine  emade  or  attempted  any  purchase  of 
the  native  Indians  within  Pennsylvania,  nor  to  sell  any  pre- 
emption right  or  rights  of  Foil  within  our  limits.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  government  of  Connecticut,  yielding  to  the  trials  of 
all  the  possible  principles  before  the  federal  courts  in  1782  and 
1795,  and  the  confirmations  of  both  decisions,  has  formally  de- 
clared the  decree  of  Trenton  to  be  a  final  and  conclusive  set- 
tlement, and  abandoned  all  claim,  botli  to  soil  and  jurisdic- 
tion, by  a  regular  sealed  instrument,  signed  by  their  governor, 
under  the  authority  of  a  special  act  of  their  legislature  and  filed 
among  the  records  of  the  United  States,  in  the  department  of 
state,  in  the  year  1800.  by  order  of  the  president  and  congress. 
Thus  all  the  pretended  right  of  th^  state  of  Connecticut  is  es- 
tablished to  have  been  a  nullity  in  law  and  fact,  from  the  begin- 


704  MISCELLA>^EOUS   PAPERS. 

Jiing.  It  is  indeed  wonderful  how  the  proA'ince  and  state  of 
Connecticut  could  ever  expose  themselves  to  the  tlishonor  of 
setting  up  this  chiim  on  I'ennsylvania  after  sucli  neglect  or 
laches,  after  derelictions.  Altho'  the  first  title  they  jiretended 
to  have  was  in  1C;5'2,  Jind  the  last  in  1()IJ2,  which  is  the  ])resent 
charter,  yet  they  never  set  up  a  pretence  to  any  ])art  of  Penn- 
sylvania till  1773,  which  was  140  years  after  the  first  title  to  their 
present  state,  and  111  years  after  their  existing  charter.  Be- 
sides, in  a  dispute  intlie  year  1664  with  New  York  (which  was 
conquered  after  their  charter  by  Great  Britain,  from  the  Dutch, 
who  had  settled  in  the  country  from  Jiong-island  to  Albany), 
they  agreed  by  commissioners,  one  of  whom  wastheirgovernor, 
that  the  creek  or  river  Mamoronick  and  northwest,  to  the  line 
of  Massachusetts,  should  lie  the  western  bounds  of  the  colony  of 
Connecticut.  This  agremeent  was  formally  confirmed  by  their 
legislature.  It  was  only  tw'>  years  after  the  date  of  their 
charter,  and  was  signed  ))y  Mr.  Winthroji,  who  obtained  that 
charter.  That  agreement  shews  they  then  considered  their 
western  boundary  to  be  near  and  about  the  west  lines  of  their 
l)resent  counties  of  Litchfield  and  Fairfield.  In  the  year  1751, 
which  was  87  years  after  their  formal  admission  of  their  western 
l)()und  in  the  compact  with  New  York,  they  erected  the  pre- 
sent county  of  Litchfiekl,  whichactually  lies  in  the  northwestern 
corner  of  their  state,  and  is  tlescribed  in  the  laAV  as  being  in 
"the  northwestern  ]jart  of  their  colony."  This  was  just  before 
the  Sus(iuehanna  association  and  attempt  to  purchase  of  the 
Indians.      These  were  in  1753  and  1754. 

A  few  days  before  the  Susquehanna  company  made  their 
pretended  purchase  in  1754,  the  Indians  had  recognized  and 
confirmed  their  agreement  of  A.  I).  1736,  not  to  sell  but  to 
Pennsylvania.  The  congress  of  1754  at  Albany  liad  resolved 
that  ])urchases  should  not  V^e  made  by  the  Indians.  This  was 
two  days  before,  and  Connecticut  was  represented  in  that  con- 
gress. 

The  deed  produce(i  by  the  Connecticut  company  from  the 
Indians,  was  written  on  a  rasure  in  the  descriptive  part,  and 
was  written  Aviih  various  inks  and  very  disorderly  in  its  dates. 
Tt  was  made  without  any  authority  whatever,  either  from  the 
crown,  from  Connecticut  or  from  Pennsylvania.  Connecticut 
gave  that  deed  not  even  a  pretended  sanction  until  C)ctober, 
1782.  after  the  dispute  arose,  and  was  submitted  in  writing  in 
August.  17S2,  and  then  had  no  yiower,  for  she  had  no  right  of 
jire-emption  or  jurisdiction,  or  if  slie  had  possessed  the  power  it 
coulcl  not  V)e  exercised  retrosT)ective]y  against  Pennsylvania,  a 
iiiir  ))nrchaser,  nor  after  sh^  had  sulimitted  all  her  claims  and 
])ossessions.     When  the  Susquehanna  company  first  pretended 
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to  have  bought  from  the  Indians,  they  appointed  a  committee 
in  the  same  year,  1754,  to  draft  an  application  to  the  king  for 
a  confirmation  of  their  unlawful  purchase  and  for  a  charter, 
making  no  pretence  of  any  right  in  Connecticut.  Afterwards 
they  ajtplied  to  Connecticut,  which  did  not  attempt  to  grant, 
but  merely  recommended  them  to  the  king.  A  Mr.  Hazard 
liad  first  applied  to  Conneticut  in  a  similar  way.  They  would 
not  intermeddle,  but  referred  him  to  the  king.  Mr.  Hazard 
described  this  land  as  100  miles  west  of  Pennsylvania,  recogniz- 
ing our  charter  in  1753  or  4.  It  was  very  reasonable,  and  all  that 
could  decently  and  lawfully  be  done  for  Connecticut.  They 
had  admitted  their  western  bounds  to  be  at  Mamoronick,  and 
described  Litchfield  as  their  northwestern  county  in  1G64  and 
1751. 

Tlie  laches  or  total  neglect  of  Connecticut  and  of  all  persons 
claiming  under  her,  to  do  anything  whatever  concerning  lier 
modern  pretensions  on  the  west  side  of  Delaware  from  1632  and 
1662,  to  the  date  of  the  pretended  Indian  deed  in  1754,  i.s  a 
length  of  neglect  or  laches,  which  in  law,  destroys  the  strongest 
title.  Sixty  years  is  fatal  to  any  title.  Her  neglect  was  110 
years  from  the  date  of  her  present  charter  in  1662,  to  their  ap- 
plication to  Pennsylvania  in  1772.  That  was  the  first  step. 
Neither  she  nor  her  citizens  have  ever  commenced  suit.  Both 
the  great  suits,  as  to  the  jjulilic  and  private  right,  were  brought 
forward  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania.  Connecticut  tried  to 
avoid  the  Trenton  trial  in  1782,  but  congress  enforced  it.  These 
are  important  facts,  for  sixty  years  quiet  possession  gave  title 
throughout  the  British  dominions  and  territories,  in  Europe 
and  in  America.  This  jjoint  is  clear  and  decisive  in  favor  of  the 
Pennsylvania  title,  and  conclusive  against  the  claim  of  Con- 
necticut, independent  of  all  others. 

If  the  title  of  Connecticut  had  been  good  and  valid  at  the 
date  of  their  charter  of  1662,  that  part  of  the  country  which  is 
includedlnthePennsylvaniacharter  would  have  been  a  derelict 
property  in  consequence  of  her  treatment  of  it.  Ist.  Because 
there  was  a  non-claimer  on  the  part  of  Connecticut  for  more 
than  sixty  years,  which  is  sufficient  to  pass  even  a  once  cler.r 
and  lawful  right  of  the  soil.  2d.  Because  there  was  a  non- 
claimer  on  the  part  of  Connecticut  for  more  than  a  century 
(for  110  years  indeed)  which  is  sufficient  in  reason  to  vacate  the 
less  confirmed  public  right  of  soil,  or  pre-emption.  3d.  The 
property  was  a  derelict,  because  Connecticut  made  and  con- 
firmed by  special  commissioners,  by  lier  governor,  ])y  the  pro- 
curer of  her  charter,  and  by  her  legislature,  agreements  with 
the  Dutch  and  with  the  Eingli.sh  (who  succeded  bv  conquest  to 
the   Dutch),  declaring    her  western  boundary  to  be    between 
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Hudson  and  Connecticut  rivers.  This  was  a  clear  and  effect- 
ual virtual  dereliction  of  the  country  west  of  the  Delaware. 
4th.  When  William  Penn  received  his  charter,  Connecticut 
made  no  objection,  tho'  Maryland  did,  and  the  Maryhxnd  pro- 
prietor continued  to  keep  alive  a  counter  claim,  till  it  was 
settled  between  the  two  governments.  All  this  time  Connecti- 
cut refrained  from  making  any  claim,  leaving  Mr.  Penn's  course 
free,  which  is  of  the  nature  of  dereliction.  5th.  Connecticut 
by  her  laws,  erecting  Litchfield  county  in  1701,  made  before  all 
America  a  virtual  dei-eliction  of  the  country  westward  of  the 
j)resent  east  side  of  New  York,  for  the  legislative  body  de- 
clared Litchfield  county  to  be  in  the  northwestern  parts  of  the 
state;  thus  actually  excluding  all  beyond  the  bounds  of  the 
colony,  that  is  all  Pennsylvania.  This  was  an  overt  and  con- 
clusive act  of  dereliction  and  some  of  the  members  of  the  Sus- 
quehanna and  Delaware  companies  and  the  ancestors  of  others 
partook  in  the  formation  and  enacting  of  tha,t  law.  0th.  When 
the  Connecticut  Susquehanna  Company  attempted  to  jjurchase 
of  the  Indians,  against  the  Connecticut  laws,  that  company 
treated  it  as  a  country  derelicted,  if  it  ever  belonged  to  Con- 
necticut ;  so  also  when  the  company  determined  to  apply  to 
the  crown  in  1754,  and  not  to  the  legislature  of  Connecticut 
for  their  confirmation  of  their  pretended  purchase  and  incor- 
poration ;  they  treated  the  lands  as  derelicted.  7th.  In  1755 
Connecticut,  upon  a  petition  of  the  company,  referred  them  for 
soil  and  jurisdiction  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  which  was  a 
clear,  open,  undeniable  and  effectual  dereliction.  8th.  Con- 
necticut never  made,  caused  or  permitted  to  be  mad.,  for 
public  or  private  benefit  any  purchase  of  thi'  Indians,  in  \he 
country  west  of  her  present  county  of  Litchfield,  from  the  date 
of  the  charter  to  the  year  1772  (110  years),  nor  has  that  colony 
or  state  ever  ma<le  such  a  purchase,  tho'  the  Pennsylvania  pur- 
chases were  continued,  frequent  and  notorious.  In  short, 
Connecticut  never  used  nor  caused  to  be  used  the  pre-emption 
right.  This  is  a  total  dereliction  of  the  pre-emption  right.  If 
60  years  dereliction  is  fatal  to  the  best  possible  private  righv  of 
soil,  which  includes  pre-emption,  62  years  dereliction  must  be 
fatal  to  a  mere  pre-emption  right  alone.  Had  all  the  American 
governments  acted  in  this  manner,  our  beautiful  and  prosj)er- 
ous  national  dominions  would  have  continued  a  howling  wilder- 
nei^s,  instead  of  exhibiting  an  export  of  7S  millions  of  dollars. 
9th.  Connecticut  never  sold  for  a  valuable  consideration  one 
acre  of  Pennsylvania,  westwa»*d  of  the  county  of  Ijitchiield. 
This  in  the  case  of  so  frugal  a  state,  is  a  very  striking  and  long 
course  of  dereli(!ting  conduct.  10th.  Connecticut  and  all  per- 
sons pretending  to  claim  or  hold  under  her,  have  omitted  to 
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commence  any  one  suit  ajjainst  Pennsylvania,  or  those  holding 
under  her.  They  pretended  to  bring  on  a  private  trial  before 
federal  commissioners,  but  would  not  name  their  lands  nor 
shew  any  grant.  Connecticut  then,  having  been  conclu.sively 
adjudged  to  have  no  right  of  jurisdiction  or  government,  or  of 
pre-emption  or  soil,  or  of  possessions,  having  derelicted  both 
jurisdiction  and  soil,  if  they  had  ever  been  entitled  to  either ; 
having  knowingly  and  deliberately  accepted  a  grant  and  title 
to  the  western  reserve  from  Congress,  tho"  within  theirpretended 
charter  limits,  which  must  be  deemed  fatal,  aborigine,  to  her 
pretension  to  the  Pennsylvania  land  ;  and  having  admitted  the 
final  settlement  by  the  federal  judgment  against  her  claim  to 
lands  and  possessions  Avithin  this  state;  it  must  appear  self- 
evident  that  Connecticut  never  could  make  even  a  colourable 
title  to  the  Susquehanna  and  Delaware  Companies.  That 
colony  or  state  could  not  convey  several  millions  of  acres  to 
which  it  had  iio  right.  Connecticut  never  did  convey  to  any 
of  the  settlers,  or  Susquehanna  or  Delaware  Company,  nor  vest 
them  with  any  title.  She  was  willing  to  receive  and  consider 
their  claims  if  offered  ;  but  this,  after  all  her  disclaimers,  derehc- 
tions  and  laches. 


TENCH  COXE  TO  ANDREW  ELLICOTT. 


Philadklphia,  August  31,  1802. 
Sir;  I  take  the  liberty  to  trouble  yoxi  on  a  piece  of  Business 
which  occurred  during  my  tenure  of  the  Secretaryship  of  the 
Land  omce  of  Pennsa.  Some  Lands  were  released  to  the  State 
in  which  Mr.  Jno.  Nixon  had  an  interest  or  an  agency.  I  pre- 
sume tliey  will  be  found  among  those  in  the  schedules  of  releases 
of  Penns'ns,  made  out  for  the  Legislature,  the  Governor  an<l 
the  Comm'rs.  I  also  presume  the  returns  will  he  found  in  the 
lists  of  those  made  out  for  the  Comm'rs  by  the  Surveyor  G-en- 
eral  and  sant  to  the  Comm'rs.  I  expect  they  will  also  be  found 
on  the  list  of  exemplifications  made  out  by  the  Master  of  th;^ 
Rolls  for  th(^  use  of  the  CommT-s.  Mr.  Nixon  very  politely  men- 
tioned to  me  this  morning  that  they  had  not  been  sent  to  the 
Comm'rs.  and  that  he  was  recently  obliged  to  have  an  applica- 
tion made  to  the  officers  upon  the  subject.  He  conceives  that 
•  the  Land.s  have  not  been  received  and  valued  in  Luzerne  from 
the  non-transmission  of  the  papers  to  the  Comm'rs. 
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I  cannot  charge  my  memory  with  particulars  at  this  time, 
but  it  seems  to  me  impossible  that  the  Gentlemen  in  the  otBce 
and  I,  and  the  Comm  rs  with  the  records  and  notices  of  the  ex- 
istence of  such  lands  before  us  all,  should  have  overlooked  the 
transmission  or  call  for  the  papers  ;  and  that  if  they  have  failed 
to  go  there  must  be  some  reason  which  has  escaped  memory. 
There  are,  I  think,  letters  on  file  from  Mr.  Nixon  to  tlie  office 
from  me  and  to  Mr.  Nixon,  which  may  throw  some  light  upon 
the  matter. 

You  will  relieve  my  feeling's  if  you  will  inform  whether  it  aj)- 
pears  on  examination  that  any  of  the  papers  above  mentioned, 
or  necessary,  were  omitted  to  be  sent  forward  in  my  time,  and 
what  were  omitted,  with  the  apparent  cause  or  reason  of  such 
omission.  You  will  also  oblige  me  l)y  information  whether  all 
that  are  necessary  are  now  gone,  or  whether  any  remain  which 
Mr.  Nixon  should  yet  send  to  you  that  I  may  assist  him  in  get- 
ting them  forward  before  the  Season  shall  be  lost. 
1  am,  Sir, 

Your  respectful  hum.  Servant, 

Tench  Coxe. 
Axd'w  Ellicott,  Esquire, 

Sec'y  of  the  Laiict  Offict,  Lancaster,  Pa. 


ANDREW  ELLICOTT  TO  TENCH  COXE. 


.  Laxd  Office,  August  3,  1802. 

Sir:  In  order  to  answer  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  an 
examination  has  been  made  of  the  Schedules  of  Pennsylvania 
releases.  Letters  and  other  papers  in  the  Office.  The  release 
itself  is  found  duly  enrolled  and  entered  in  the  general  ab- 
stracts furnished  the  Governor,  the  Legislature  and  the  Com- 
missioners. The  release  is  perfcjctly  regular,  and  from  the  date 
it  was  received  into  the  Office,  viz:  the  "16  April,  1800,"  there 
can  be  little  doubt  but  that  a  Copy  thereof  has  been  furnished. 
The  Commissioners  nor  no  other  persons  have  intimated  to  me 
that  a  Copy  of  the  release  was  not  sent  on  by  you;  but  Mr. 
West  a  few  weeks  since  called  at  the  Office  of  the  General  Sur- 
veyor for  copies  of  the  returns  of  sur\'^ey  of  the  several  tracts 
contained  in  the  Release,  which  have  since  been  forwarded. 

From   the   system  adopted    by  you  for  the  transmission  of 
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Copies  to  the  Officers  at  Luzerne  appointed  to  execute  tlie  act 
of  April  4,  1799,  and  pursued  by  me.  I  thinJ<  there  cannot  exist 
a  single  case  of  omission.  Should  Mr.  Nixon,  however,  desire 
a  copy  of  the  release  forwarded,  it  shall  with  pleasure  be  done, 
which  you  will  please  to  communicate  to  him. 

I  am,  Sir, 
Your  respectful,  humble  .servt. 

A.  E.,  .S-.  L.   Off. 
T.  COXK,  Esqr. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  TO'.VNSHIP  OF  ULSTER. 


Sejitemher  22,  1802. 
Before  me,  Thomas  Cooper,  Esqr.,  Commissioners  under  the 
act  of  April  4,  1799,  "for  ofi'ering  compensation  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania claimants  of  Lands  within  the  seventeen  Townships  in 
the  County  of  Luzerne,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned," personally  appeared    Obediah    Gore,   Esq.,   associate 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  pleas  of  the  said   County,  and 
Elijah  Buck,  Esquire,  of  Tioga  County,  in  the   State  oi  New 
York,  upon  their  oaths  do  severally  depose  and   say,  that  on 
the  2Sth  of  August,  177-5,  on  the  applications  of  persons  (pro- 
prietors in  -what  was  called  the  Susquehanna  Company)  whose 
names  are  mentioned  in  the  Document  A  and  B  hereto  annex- 
ed, a   grant  Avas   regularly    made  according  to   the  rules  and 
regulations  of  the  said  Company  for  a  Township  containing  2.'5 
Square  miles,  called  "Ulster/"  located  on  the  west   side  of  the 
north   east    branch    of   tlie  River  Susquehanna,  a  true   Copy 
whereof  is  hereunto  annexed  in  the  document  C.     That  the 
war  breaking  out  soon  after  with  the  British  and  the  Indians, 
no  effectual  settlement  was  made  in  the  said  Township  under 
the  said  grant  of  1770.  the  generality  of  the    proprietors  and 
settlers,  claimants  under  the  said  Grrant   of  177.J,  l)eing  calle;! 
to  the  common  defence  of  Wyoming  and  the  Neighborhood,  or 
having  joined  the  army  of  the  United  States. 

That  on  the  close  of  the  war,  and  during  the  Fall  of  1784.  and 
the  Spring  of  178.5,  these  deponents,  together  with  upwards  of 
thirty  other  persons,  settled  and  resident  within  the  Township 
of  "Ulster",  as  located  in  the  said  (irant  of  1775,  and  being 
weary  of  the  contest  with  Pennsylvania  respecting  the  Susque- 
hanna Company's  Claim,  and  desirous  of  livint'  at  jieace  and 
49— Vol.  XVIII. 
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conformably  to  the  Laws  of  the  State  in  which  they  were 
placed  by  the  decision  at  Trenton,  they,  with  the  generality  of 
the  proprietors  and  settlers  aforesaid,  were  and  have  continued 
supporters  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania. 

That  the  sentiments  of  the  undersigned  Deponents  and 
others,  settlers  in  the  old  town  of  "Ulster,"  being  commonly 
known,  they  were  violently  opposed  on  many  occasions,  and 
their  Interests  thwarted  by  many  leading  proprietors  in  the 
Susquehanna  Company  then  and  now  resident  in  Luzerne 
County,  and  who  were  and  have  continued,  universally  hostile 
to  tiie  pretensions  of  Pennsylvania,  in  respect  of  the  Susque- 
hanna purchase,  and  opposers  of  every  plan  to  compromise, 
hitherto  held  out  under  the  authority  of  the  state. 

That  being  overpowered  by  the  numbers  of  their  opponents 
in  the  Susquehanna  purchase,  and  unwilling  to  embark  in  any 
farther  contention  and  dispute,  the  undersigned,  with  other 
.vertlevs  of  the  old  town  of  "Ulster,"  acquiesced  in  the  claims  of 
an  interfering  Township,  laid  out  by  and  under  the  patronage 
of  their  opponents  of  the  description  aforesaid,  under  the  name 
of  Athens,  still  existing  and  settled  as  a  half  share  Township, 
and  not  recognized  as  one  of  the  17  Townships  in  the  County 
of  Luzerne  under  the  Act  of  April  4,  1799,  or  the  .supplement 
thereto.  In  lieu,  therefore,  of  the  old  town  of  '•  Ulster,"  which 
was  entirely  on  the  west  side  of  the  River  (North  East  Branch 
of  the  Susquehanna),  these  deponents  and  other  claimants  in 
said  town  acquiesced  and  accepted  a  new  Grant  of  a  Township 
of  "Ulster."  the  Northern  bounds  whereof  commenced  at  the 
South  part  of  Tioga  Point,  and  extended  on  both  sides  of  the 
River  Susquehanna;  a  copy  of  this  second  Grant,  so  far  as  it 
remains  perfect,  is  contained  in  the  annexed  document  P. 

Document  E  is  a  list  of  the  proprietors  applying  for  the  said 
Grant  in  conformity  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Susque- 
hanna Company. 

The  boundaries  of  the  town  of  "Ulster,"  according  to  the 
location  of  the  2d  Grant,  were  not  yet  agreeable  to  the  claim- 
ants and  settlers  of  the  town  of  Athens,  who.  having  the  guid- 
ance of  the  affairs  of  the  Susquehanna  Company  entirely 
amonir  themselves  and  their.adherents,  insisted  that  the  town 
of  "Ulster"  should  be  placed  still  lower  down  the  River,  and 
this  was  again  consented  to  by  the  undersigned  deponents  and 
other  settlers  in  "  Ulster."  and  a  3d  Grant  was  accepted  in  the 
year  1786,  a  copy  whereof  is  contained  in  document  F. 

Of  the  old  town  of  "  Ulster"  no  regular  survey  was  ever  made, 
owing  to  the  circumstances  of  the  War  immediately  succeed- 
ding  the  orginal  Grant,  nor  was  any  survey  completed  under 
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The  second  locatioii,  as  the  third  was  granted  about  H  months 
only  atter  the  second. 

A  copy  of  the  survey  under  the  3d  Grant  is  lierewith  pre- 
sented, being  document  G.  If  the  old  location  of  "  Ulsrer," 
under  the  grant  of  1775  be  established,  it  will  include  but  few 
comparatively  of  the  applicants  under  the  Law  of  April  4,  1700. 
The  second  will  include  all  those  who  have  applied  under  the 
said   Law. 

Obediah  Gork, 
Eli.jah  Bt'ck. 


Document  A- 
[This  appears  to  be  the  only  document  found.  J 
A  list  of  tlie  Proprietors  of  the  Township  of,  Mr.  Asael  Buck, 
Agent,  August  38,  1775. 


Cat  liar  ine  Draper, 

h 

share. 

1  ] 

fight  certified  by  receipts. 

Elijah  Phelps, 

k 

do. 

o 

do. 

Jonathan  Buck, 

1 

do. 

do.  by  certificate. 

Lockwood  Smith, 

I 

do. 

do. 

Thomas  Millard, 

k 

do. 

do.  by  receipt. 

Aholiab  Buck, 

^ 

do. 

do.  by  certificate. 

Ct.  Jos.  Eaton, 

i 

do. 

do. 

Elijah  Buck, 

l 

do. 

do. 

Daniel  Kellogg. 

1 

do. 

2 

do. 

Abraham  Brockaw, 

k 

do. 

1 

do.  by  receipt. 

N.  B. — On  anotlier  List  Exhibited,  the  following  names  ap- 
pear to  have  been  added  : 

Stephen  Sheppard,  \  share  1 

Joseph  Spalding,  ^     do.  1 

William  Back,  2\  do.  5 

Obadiah  Gore,  j     do.  1 

M.  Hollenback,  k     do.  1 

.1.  Jenkins  requests  the  favour  of  being  admitted. 

Asael  Buck,  1     do.  2 

Tiiomas  McClure,  1     do.  2 
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THE  TOWNSHIP  OF  PROVIDENCE. 


lAst  of  original    Proprietors  of   tJie    Towns?) ij)    nt    Provideiuie. 
March  22,   1773. 

Lot.  No. 

Ebenezer  Searles,      1 

John  Young, 2 

Rictiard  Gams^oy.  by  C.  Worden,   by  Tlu>s.  Picket,  Nov.   ], 

1773,      o 

Christian  Avory 4 

Timothy  Keys 5 

Ludwig  Updike,  by  Jos.  Siocum, G 

Capt.  John  Haward.  by  Jas.  Hotchkiss,              7 

John  Murfee, 8 

Public  Lots,        9-10 

Matthew  Taylor,  by  G.  Baldwin,     .            11 

Capt.  Silas  Parke,  by  S.   Fulton,  Junr. ,  Nov.   ].  177:'.,    ...  12 

Isaac  Tripp,  Esqr 13 

Samuel  Slater 14 

Henery  Dow<  Tripp 1.5 

Gideon  Roberts IG 

Ezra  Dean,  by  Asa  Upson, 17 

Philip  Winter,  Mute,      18_ 

Solomon  Johnson 19 

John  Staples,  on  A.  Stanton's  Rite.      . 20 

Capt.  Silas  Park 21 

Samuel  Felton,  by  John  Tempi, 22 

Levan  Ross,                    23 

Preserved  Cool,  by  John  Cory.  Nov.  20,  1773 24 

Jacob  Anguist 2.5 

Allen  'Whitman,  by  James  Burk 26 

Solomon  Avory.  by  Thomas  P.^rker,  entered  by  Tim.  Keys., 

November  1.  177:), 27 

Moses  Hibl)ard.  by  Marvon 28 

<vapt.   Jos.  Hurl)ert,  by  N.  Pittebon.  Jr 29 

John  McDole,      30 

Ze1)ulon  Butler,  by  Moses  Roberts .31 

Samuel  Staples 32 

Timothy  Gaylor.  by  Ambrose  Gaylor 33 

Capt.   David  Bidwill.  I)y  Root  Dengd, 34 

Publick  Rite, 36 
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Lot  No. 

Phineas  Nash,  on  Sam'l  Massengers  Ritt-, 37 

Ichabod  Hopkins,  by  James  Hopkins,  .    .    .    .- 38 

Isaac  Tripp,  on  M.  Clark's  Rite,  by  Ed.  Glook, 31) 

Srephen  Jinkins,  by  Robert  Comstock, 40 

Paul  Feiton  and  Hindale,  by  Jas.  Hindale, 41 

Jabez  Sill,  on  Wm.  Leonard  s  Rite, 42 

Ebenezer  Hibbard,  by  Wm.  Hawkins, 43 

The  above  list  is  in  the  handwriting  of  my  Father,  Zebulou 
Butler,  and  I  apprehend  it  to  be  a  true  list  of  the  old  Pro- 
prietors of  Providence  Township,  June  7.  1802. 

Lord  Rutlkr. 

The  above  list  corresponds  with  a  copy  taken  by  me  from 
an  old  list  of  my  Father.     June  7,  1802. 

Isaac  Tripp. 


MEETING  OF  THE  PROPRIETORS. 

Providexce,  June  1,  1803. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Township  of  Provi- 
dence, duly  warned  and  held  at  the  school  house  in  said  Town 
this  first  day  of  June,  A.  D. ,  1802.  Firstly,  Voted.  Mr.  lasac 
Tripp,  Sen  r,  moderator  of  this  meeting. 

2d.  Voted,  that  Constant  Searle,  Esqr  ,  Isaac  Tripp,  Senr, 
and  the  Proprietors'  Clerk  of  this  Town  be  a.id  are  hereby  ap- 
pointed a  Committee  to  procure  all  necessary  proff  to  establish 
the  title  of  said  Town,  agreeable  to  an  act  of  April  4,  A.  D., 
1799,  intitled  an  "act  offering  Compensation  to  Pennsylvania 
Claimants,  &c.,"  wait  on  and  Exhibit  the  same  to  the  Commis- 
sioners appoiiated  to  carry  into  Execution  said  act,  and  we 
hereby  authorize  the  said  Committee  to  ask  for  and  receive  all 
necessary  papers  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned  from  all  per- 
sons holding  the  same. 

3d.  Voted,  That  James  Abbott  and  John  Taylor  be  and  are 
hereby  appointed  a  Committee  to  apply  to  the  Land  Office  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  for  certain  tracts  of  Land 
Vjelonging  to  the  Proprietors  of  the  Township  of  Providence, 
called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Publick  Lands  in  said  Town- 
ship and  take  deeds  of  the  same  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  said 
Proprietors,  and  do  hereby  invest  the  aforesaid  Committee  with 
full  power  in  every  respect  relative  to  obtaining  a  Title  of  the 
aforesaitl  land,  agreeable  to  the  act  of  April  4,  A.  D. ,  1799,  In- 
titled  an  "Act  offering  Compensation  to  Pennsylvania  claim- 
ents,  &c.,"  as  we  were  personally  present. 
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This  Certify  that  tiie  foregoing   vote  is   taken    from    Provi- 
dence Township  Records. 

Reuben  Taylor, 

Proprietors'  Clerk. 


Proa'idence,  June  ^9,,  A.  D. ,  1802. 
We,  the  undersigned  Isaac  Trippand  Reuben  Taylor,  of  Provi. 
dence  Township,  do  lieclare  upon  oatli  that  we  do  not  possess 
nor  do  we  know  of  any  Draughts,  papers  or  Documents  belong- 
in"-  to  the  Township  of  Providence  antl  necessary  to  the  In- 
vestigation of  Titles  therein,  other  than  the  list  of  original 
Proprietors  now  presented  to  the  Coinmissioners  and  authen- 
ticated by  Lord  Butler  and  Isaac  Tripp  above  named,  excepting 
certain  entries  made  by  the  above  named  Reuben  Taylor  as 
town  Clerk  as  to  the  Conveyance  of  the  public  Lots,  and  we 
have  always  understood  and  have  no  doubt  but  that  all  the 
material,  public  papers  belonging  to  the  said  Townshiji  were 
lost,  burnt  or  destroyed  soon  after  the  Indian  Battle.     June  7, 

Reuben  Taylok, 
Isaac  Tripp. 


Providence  list 

Claimant's  Name.  No. 

James  Abbott, 587 

Lord  Butler,    Zeb.    But-  | 
ler,  Stuben    Butler,  I 

Hannah,    the    wife    of  ^  ,3^^ 
Roswell  Wells  ;   Lydia,  j 
the  wife  of  Geo.   Grif-  | 
fin,  and  Nancy  Butler,  J 
John  A  Is  worth,    ...        .804 

David  Bidwell, 853 

Rev.  William  Bishop,    .    .  349 

Matthew  Covell, 768 

John  S.  Hopkins 224 

Abraham  Brown,    ....  647 

James  Bagley, 217 

John  Gary,      330 

William  Case, '^27 

Daniel  David 207 

Charles  Dolph, 66(; 


of  Applications. 

By  rchom  applied  for. 
James  Aljbott. 
Lord  Butler. 
Lydia  Butler. 
Rosewell  Wells. 
Stuben  Butler. 
Zebulon  Butler. 
Nancy  Butler. 
John  Alsworth. 
Rosewell  Wells. 
William  Bishop. 
Matthew  Covel. 
John  S.  Hopkins. 
Isaac  Tripp. 
James  Bagley. 
John  Cary. 
William  Case,  bv  his  Attorney, 

Benjamin  Attwater. 
Daniel  David. 
Charles  Dolph. 
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Claimant\s  Nanif^.  No.  Ihi  irliom  applied  for. 

Euocli  Holmes o72     Enoch  Holme;?. 

John  Hollenback 22?.     John    Hollenback,  tor    j)art    of 

Lots  ]No.>.  l")  and  la 

John  Hollenl>ack,    ....    810     John  Hollenback,   for   parr    of 

Lot  24. 

Joseph  Horsefiekl,  ....    100     Joseph  Horsefield. 

Matthias  Hollenback,       .    640     Obediah  Gore.  Adm  r  of  John 

Murphy. 

Lewis  Jones, 579     Lewis  Jones. 

Reuben  Ireland, 237     Reuben  Ireland. 

James  Lewis, G35     James  Lewis. 

Conrad  Lutz,         188     Conrad  Lutz. 

William  Miller, 729     William  Miller. 

Nathan  Roberts,      ....    87G     Nathan  Roberts. 

Samuel  Roberts, 330     Samuel  Roberts. 

William  Stanton,     ....    331     William  Stanton. 

Robert  Secor, 350     Ebenezer  Parlve. 

Ebenezer    and    Benjamin 

Slocum, 626     EV)enezer    and    Benjamin   S!o- 

cum. 

James  Abbott  and  John 
Taylor,  Committee  Pub- 
lic Land,      791     John  Taylor  and  James  Abbott, 

Committee  of  Public  Land. 

Amasa  Tripp, 656    Amasa  Tripp. 

John  Taylor,      330    John  Taylor. 

Preserved  Taylor,  ....    665     Preserved  Taylor. 

Isaac  Tripp, 647     Isaac  Tripp. 

Isaac  Tripp,  Junr. ....    683     Isaac  Tripp.  Junr. 

Stephen  Tripp, 672     Stephen  Tripp. 

Daniel  Taylor, 606     Daniel  Taylor. 

James  Wygan, 179     Benjamin  Attwater. 

Isaac  Wilson, 546     Isaac  Wilson. 

William  Wright, 351     William  Wright. 

Waller  Washbourne,      .    .    345    Waller  Washbourue. 

Willis  Brees, 347     Rebecca  Goodrich. 

Joseph  Fellows, 157    Josepli  Fellows. 

Zephaniah  Knapp,      .    .    .    484    Zephaniah  Knapp. 

Reuben  Taylor, 360     Reuben  Taylor. 

Elijah  Hunter 548     Elijah  Hunter. 

Levi  Depew, 657     Levi  Depew. 

David  Barnum, 763     Stephen  Gardner. 

Thon.as  Sambourue,     ..  .    752     Jonathan  Dolph. 
Benjamin  Brown,    ....    221     Benjamin  Brown. 
Moses  Clerk,   .' 359     Daniel  Kniffer. 
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CLAIMS    f)F    CHARLOTT   AND    OTHERS. 

The  Clai}ns  of  Stephen  t'harloti,  Harry  Morgan.  Benjamin  Stal- 
ford  and  Brothers  and  Ephraint  Marslt. 

Mr.  Win.  Shoch  will  request  the  attention  of  the  Board  of 
Property  to  the  following  claims  to  Lands  in  the  Seventeen 
Townships  in  the  County  of  Luzerne  : 

1st.  The  claim  of  Stephen  Charlott  to  lot  number  seven  in 
the  Township  of  Springfield.  His  claim  has  been  laid  before 
the  Coramisioner  by  application,  but  no  certificate  has  issued. 
He  claims  all  the  remainder  of  lot  No.  7,  except  two  hundred 
acres,  together  with  one-fiftieth  part  of  the  undivided  lanci  in 
the  said  Township,  which  irom  the  Contmissioners  return  ap- 
pear to  be  in  the  whole  upwards  of  5, 100  acres;  of  course  100 
acres  to  a  share.  The  claim  of  Stephen  Charlott  will  be  sup- 
ported by  a  regular  chain  of  conveyances  from Churchill, 

through  several  persons  to  Stephen  Charlott.  The  Jot  will 
appear  on  the  draught  of  the  .Township,  but  as  no  particular 
person  attended  to  the  Commissioners  survey,  it  has  been  cut 
short  of  its  original  boundaries  and  what  is  left  out  falls  to 
the  undivided  land  of  the  Township  of  course,  as  no  injury 
could  be  sustained  by  any  individual,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Board 
of  Property  will  order  the  tract  resurveyed  as  it  was  originally 
bounded.  It  ought  further  to  l)e  understood  that  as  this  lot 
is  a  mountain  lot  a  much  larger  quantity  of  land  ought  to 
be,  and  was  by  the  proprietor  allowed  to  it  to  make  it  equal 
in  value  to  other  Lots  of  the  Township.  It  must  also  be  un- 
derstood that  Mr.  Charlott  is  noAv,  and  has  been  many  years, 
in  the  full  and  peaceable  possession  of  the  lot  by  an  actual  per- 
sonal residence  and  has  made  thereon  valuable  improvements. 

2d.  Harry  Morgan  in  behalf  of  iiimself  and  others,  heirs  of 
James   Morgan,  deceased,  claims  lot  No.      ,  in         division,  in 

the  Township  of  Salem.     His  claim  is  derived  from Heath, 

the  original  proprietor  Ijy  a  regular  conveyance.  Reference 
may  be  had  to  the  deed  and  to  the  Commissioners  draught  of 
the  Township,  and  that  it  has  been  surveyed  and  valued,  and 
that  the  above  named  applicant  is  the  son  and  heir  of  James 
Morgan  will  appear  from  the  certificate  of  George  Hain,  Jesse 
Fell  and  Matthias  Hoilenbach,  now  in  the  Land  Office.  James 
Morgan  went  into  the  State  of  New  Jersey  and  died  about  the 
time  of  the  compromising  law  in  17'J7  and  his  Avife  being  al>o 
dead  and  the  present  applicants  minors,  and  very  young,  no 
benefit  has  been  realized  by  them  from  the    provisions  of   the 
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said  act,  they,  therefore  have  now  made  application  and  pray 
that  a  patent  may  issue  to  them. 

Benjamin  Stalford,  Joseph  Stalford  and  John  IStalford. 

od.  The  claims  of  Benjamin  Stalford  and  Brotliers  is  derived 
through  Miner  York,  from  William  Smitli  and  Esther  Smith, 
his  Avife,  and  John  Terrell  and  Keziah  Terrell  his  wife,  sons-in- 
law  and  daughters  of  Lucretia  York,  and  is  included  in  the 
application  of  said  Lucretia  York,  and  is  composed  of  all  that 
part  contained  in  the  said  application  for  Land  in  the  Town- 
ship of  Springfield  not  certificatetl  to  M.  Miner  York,  which 
was  allotted  to  the  said  Esther  Smith  and  Keziah  Terrell. 

The  power  from  Esther  Smith  to  order  the  conveyance  by 
which  the  said  M-  Miner  York  sold  her  share,  is  made  known 
bv  a  kind  of  Certificate  from  William  Smith,  her  husband,  and 
the  power  from  Keziah  Terrell  is  manifested  in  several  letters 
trom  John  Terrell,  her  husband,  to  the  .same  M.  M.  York,  but 
particularly  by  one  accompanying  the  Dockuments  authoriz- 
ing a  sale  to  a  Mr.  Buck,  but  as  Mr.  Buck  did  not  choose  to 
purchase  it  was  sold  to  Benjamin  Arkley,  and  from  Arkley  to 
the  said  Stalford. 

It  ougiit  to  be  recollected  that  deeds  for  Lands  in  the  county 
of  Luzerne,  unless  they  had  a  certificate  or  could  trace  the 
line  of  Pennsylvania  titls  to  its  origin  since  1799,  have  been 
deemed  illegal  and  of  course  invalid  and  unnecessary ;  this  is  a 
reason  why  deeds  were  not  always  given  when  right  of  preemp- 
tion was  transferred,  deeming  possession  alone  sufficient.  And 
Mr.  Stalford  is  in  possession,  liaving  a  family  on  the  premises 
and  has  built  a  sawmill  on  the  same.  It  is  wished  a  patent 
might  issue  to  Benjamin,  Joseph  and  John  Stallford.  If  that 
cannot  be  done,  it  is  requested  that  time  may  be  allowed  them 
to  send  into  the  State  of  Connecticut,  where  the  said  Esther 
Smith  and  Keziah  Terrell  reside. 

4th.  Lucretia  Gaylords  Title  was  originally  from  Lavinia 
York,  her  Mother;  her  land  is  included  in  the  application  of 
the  said  Lucretia  York,  as  will  appear  from  the  commissioners 
draught  in  the  Surveyor  General  s  Office.  She  requests  that  a 
patent  may  issue  to  her. 

5th.  Sidney  Marsh  is  the  eldest  of  two  sons  of  Ephraim  Marsh, 
late  or  Springfield  Township,  deceased.  It  is  understood  that 
Ephraim,  who  died  very  suddenly  of  only  24  hours  sickness,  on 
his  death  bed,  and  but  few  minutes  previous  to  his  decease, 
verbally  willed  or  gave  the  possession  in  the  said  Township, 
now  under  consideration,  to  his  two  sons,  they  supporting,  as 
well  as  they  could,  their  mother  and  the  other  children,  which 
were  eight  daughters.  This  requisition  the  said  Sidney  has 
complied  with  and  still  continues  to  comply  with.     The  other 
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son,  whose  first  name  is  not  recollected,  having'  lon^'  since  al- 
sconded  and  left  the  taniih. 

The  title  of  the  said  Ephraim  Marsh  is  derived  from  Parsiuill 
Terry,  an  original  Proprietor  in  said  Township,  M'hich  the  said 
Parshall  took  up  and  sold  to  the  of  the  said  Marsh  as  his 

share  of  the  undivided  land  in  the  said  Township. 

In  the  life  time  of  Ephraim  Marsh  he  made  application  to 
the  commissioners.  The  certificate  or  letter  of  Jesse  Fell, 
which  accompanys  these  documents,  will  give  information  on 
the  subject.  Also  the  certificate  of  John  Taylor,  clerk  to  the 
proprietors,  will  show  that  by  agreement  of  the  proprietors, 
that  every  person  settling  on  land  in  the  said  Township  having 
a  right  to  land  in  it,  should  hold  the  land  qu  which  he  was 
settled. 

The  documents  which  accompany  the  application  of  Sidney 
Marsh  will  show  the  claim  of  title  from  Parshall  Terry  to 
Ephraim  Marsh. 

If  the  Board  should  be  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  not  be 
right  to  patent. the  land  to  Sidney  Marsh  for  his  sole  use,  It  is 
hoped  that  it  will  be  patented  to  him  for  the  use  of  the  heirs 
of  the  said  Ephraim. 

6th.  The  last  thing  to  be  submitted  to  the  board  is  (as  the 
land  is  to  be  sold  to  the  settlers  at  the  same  price  as  other  land 
in  the  seventeen  Townships  was  sold,  that  is,  at  what  it  was 
valued  by  the  commissioners),  whether  the  Board  will  give  the 
applicants  under  the  present  law  the  same  chance  of  making 
payments  by  installments  that  was  given  to  former  claimants 
in  the  seventeen  Townships. 

When  the  board  have  the  subject  under  consideration,  it  is 
hoped  that  their  decision  will  be  as  favorable  to  the  applicants 
as  the  law  and  nature  of  the  cause  will  admit  of,  as  it  is  to  be 
expected  that  the  present  decision  will  be  adapted  in  future  as 
a  rule  in  like  cases. 

Jojs'A.THAN  Stephens. 


ACT  TO  MAINTAIN  TERRITORIAL  RIGHTS.  1802. 

An  act  to  maintain  the  territorial  rights  of  this  State,  and  protect  the 
property  of  persons  liolding  lands  under  the  same. 

Whereas,  Certain  persons  under  the  pretence  of  title,  de- 
rived either  from   the    State  of   Connecticut  or  from  certain 
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companies  known  by  the  names  of  tlie  Conned icut  Susque- 
hanna Company  and  the  Connecticut  Delaware  Company,  to  a 
considerable  extent  of  territory  within  this  State,  have,  V)y 
various  improper  practices,  long  endeavored  to  defeat  the  exe- 
cution of  tlie  laws  of  this  State,  and  to  defame  the  titles  of 
persons  holding  lantis  by  grants  from  this  State  or  the  late 
proprietaries  before  the  revolution.  In  order,  therefore,  to 
counteract  sucli  iiractices  and  to  preserve  the  just  rights  of 
this  State  : 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted.  That  from  and  after  the  first  day 
of  Mav  next,  no  conveyance  to  be  made  of  any  land  within 
the  counties  of  Luzerne,  Lycoming  and  Wayne,  shall  be  good 
or  effectual  to  pass  any  rights,  title  or  interest  to  the  land  in 
such  conveyance  mentioned,  unless  derived  from  this  State  or 
the  late  proprietaries  tiiereof,  before  the  fourth  of  July,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six,  and  unless  the  said 
conveyance  shall  expressly  refer  to  and  recite  the  substance  of 
thj  warrant,  survey,  patent  or  title  under  Avhich  the  same  is 
so  derived  from  this  State  or  the  late  proprietaries  thereof,  be- 
fore the  said  fourth  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-six  ;  and  if  any  judge  or  justice  shall  take  an  acknowl- 
edgment or  proof,  or  any  recorder  of  deeds,  or  any  other  per- 
son shall  record  any  deed  which  shall  not  have  been  derived  as 
aforesaid,  he  shall,  for  every  offense,  forfeit  the  sum  of  two 
hundred  dollars,  which  forfeiture  shall  be  recoverable  by  action 
of  debt  in  any  court  of  record  in  this  State,  the  one-half 
thereof  to  the  use  of  the  CommonAvealth,  and  the  other  half 
thereof  to  the  person  who  shall  sue  for  the  same  ;  and  such  ac- 
knoM'ledgment  and  recording  shall  be  void  and  of  no  effect  ; 
and  every  such  recorder  of  deeds  so  offending,  shall  forfeit  his 
oflRce  :  Provided  always.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  so  construed  as  to  make  valid  any  conveyance  heretofore 
made,  of  any  pretended  title  or  claim  to  land  under  the  colony 
or  State  of  Connecticut  or  either  of  the  companies  known  by 
the  name  of  the  Connecticut  Susquehanna  or  the  Connecticut 
Delaware  Company. 
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FORM  OF  CERTIFICATE. 


Daniel 
Hoyt. 


As.     Ps. 

K       64 


DRAFT  of  a  Tract  of  Land  situate  In  Kinpston 
one  Hi  tbe  Seventeen  Townships  in  the  County  of 
Luzerne:  belntr  Number  Fifteen  In  tlie  Tbird  Di- 
vision of  the  said  Township  and  containin^r  Eij.'hty 
Seven  Acres  and  Sixty  Four  perches  and  the  usual 
allowance  of  Six  per  centum  for  Roads:  Re-sur- 
veyed the  Tenth  day  of  September  One  Thousand 
Eight  Hundred  and  Two  for  Daniel  Hoyt  by  order 
of  the  Commissioners  duly  appointed  for  putting 
In  execution  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania,  passed  the  Fourth  day 
of  April.  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and 
Ninety-Nine,  entitled  • 'An  Act  offering  Compen- 
sation to  Pennsylvania  Claimants  of  certain  Lands 
within  the  Seventeen  Townships  of  the  County  of 
Luzerne,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  men- 
tioned. "  and  the  Supplement  thereto. 

To  SAMUEL  COCHRAN  Esq. 

Surveyor  General. 
THOS.  SAMBOURNE, 
Surveyor  to  the  Said  Vommissionerg 

Jtecenitxr  1st  l^rj. 


CERTIFICATE. 

WE  the  undersigned  Commissioners,  duly  ap- 
pointed for  putting  in  execution  an  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
entitled  '  "An  Act  for  offering  compensation  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Claimants  of  certain  Lands  within 
the  seventeen  Townships  in  the  County  of  Luzerne 
and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned, '  passed 
the  4th  day  of  April  \'VJ.  and  the  Supplement 
thereto  passed  the  15th  day  of  March,  1800.  and 
the  further  Supplement  thereto  passed  thetith  day 
of  April,  ISOi;,  DO  CERTIFY,  That  Daniel  Hoyt 
Is  the  Owner  as  a  Connecticut  Claimant  of  Eighty- 
seven  Acres  and  Sixty-four  perches  of  Land  In 
the  Township  of  KINGSTON,  one  of  the  before 
mentioned  seventeen  Townships;  being  Lot  Num- 
ber Fifteen,  in  the  Third  Division  In  the  said 
Township:  WHICH  Lot  Number  Fifteen  was  oc- 
cupied and  acquired  by  a  Connecticut  Claimant. 
an  actual  Settler  there  before  the  time  of  the  De- 
cree of  Trenton,  and  was  particularly  assigned  to 
such  actual  Settler,  prior  to  the  said  Decree, 
agreeably  to  the  regulations  then  in  force  among 
'  such  Settlers  The  said  Land  (a  Draught  of  Sur- 
vey whereof  is  hereto  annexed)  Is  included  in  the 
application  of  Daniel  Hoyt,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  acts  aforesaid:  of  which  application  an 
official  transcript  iias  been  transmitted  to  us  from 
the  Land  Office  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania 

THOMAS  COOPER, 
J  NO.  STEELE, 

November  10th,  IBOo. 
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